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The workforce of the Public Sector General 
Insurance Companies has been agitating 

for the last few years against certain decisions 
of the government and the refusal to discuss 
and settle their eminently justified demands 
on wage revision and other service conditions. 
They had planned for intensified struggle in 
the months of March and April 2024 to press 
for resolution of these issues. This planned 
agitation now has to be deferred on the advice 
of Chief Labour Commissioner (C) in the 
conciliation proceedings held at New Delhi 
on 8th April 2024. The CLC (C) also advised 
the representatives of GIPSA to take up these 
issues with Finance Ministry and secure their 
approval.

The employees and officers of PSGI companies 
have raised three major demands. The GIPSA 
must immediately initiate discussions on 
wage revision which fell due from 1.8.2022 
and reach a satisfactory settlement early. The 
management’s contribution to PF must be 
raised to 14% from the present 10% without 
prejudice to the demand for extension of the 
1995 Pension Scheme to the entire workforce. 
The family pension should be raised to 30% 

without any ceiling from the present 15%. The 
AIIEA and other Unions are totally justified in 
raising and demanding immediate resolution 
of these issues in the light of the fact that 
all these have been settled in the banking 
industry. In LIC wage settlement is reaching 
a finality with the government approving the 
recommendations of the Board which includes 
enhanced rate of PF contribution by the 
management to the employees who joined the 
industry on or after 1.4.2010. The increase in 
family pension is already implemented in LIC. 
The government has also approved the proposal 
of LIC which contemplates ex-gratia payment 
to the Pensioners.

Why then are the PSGI employees given 
a different treatment? There are some forces 
who have been campaigning in the banking 
industry and LIC that the wage revision in 
these institutions is due to the benevolence 
of the Prime Minister. If that were to be the 
case, why has the Prime Minister not shown 
the same benevolence to the workforce of 
the PSGI industry? Wage is not anybody’s 
benevolence or charity. To say that it is the 
benevolence of somebody is to undermine the 
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dignity of the workers and their struggle. The 
workers do not ask for any charity. They raise 
a legitimate demand for a share in the progress 
and prosperity created by them through their 
devotion and hard work. It must be clearly 
understood that in a capitalist system, of all the 
struggles, the most difficult is the struggle for 
wage. The government has been justifying the 
denial of these benefits on the ground that PSGI 
industry is not performing well. This reasoning 
is simply unacceptable.

If the PSGI industry has suffered some 
setbacks in its profitability, it is simply due 
to the government policy. The government 
created uncertainty about the future of the 
industry by continuously changing its policy 
direction. The former Finance Ministry Arun 
Jaitley announced the merger of three PSGI 
companies and significant advances were made 
in this direction by appointing consultants 
and formulating various modalities for the 
proposed merger. In a sudden reversal of this 
decision, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
announced that the government has given up 
the plan for merger and instead will opt for 
privatisation. The Boards of the companies 
are not given autonomy to frame policies. The 
government directed opening up of branches 
in non-profitable areas and now they have 
been advising closure and mergers of these 
branches. The PSGI companies are asked to 
undertake government-initiated schemes and 
other socially oriented schemes but are not 
compensated if they incur losses due to the 
unsustainable pricing of the products fixed 
by the government. For long periods, the top 
management positions remain vacant as the 
government takes its own sweet time to fill 
them up. The IRDAI policies have also been 
benefiting the private sector while adversely 
impacting the public sector. How can the 
employees and officers be blamed and denied 
their legitimate demands if the policy flip-flop 
of the government is responsible for creating 
such state of affairs?

Despite this adverse situation, the public 
sector has done very well due to the commitment 
and hard work of its workforce. The business 
performance of the four companies has been 
very satisfactory for the year 2023-24. All the 
four companies have registered positive growth 
in new business. The New India Assurance 
Company continues to be the market leader. It 
has earned a gross domestic premium income 
of Rs.37035.19 crore registering a growth of 
7.4% over the preceding year. The Oriental 
Insurance Company has registered a growth of 
17.1% earning a GDPI of Rs.18285.82 crore. 

United India Insurance Company with a GDPI 
of Rs.19851.71 crore has recorded growth of 
12.51%. The National Insurance company has 
shown positive growth by earning a GDPI of 
Rs.15171.77 crore. The financials of all the 
four companies have considerably improved. 
Though we await fuller details of the financial 
results, it is expected that New India and 
Oriental will show considerable profitability. It 
must be remembered that all this progress is 
registered despite the adverse policy decisions 
of the government.

The employees and officers of the PSGI 
industry are justified in asking for conceding of 
their three major demands without any delay. 
They have also been demanding the merger 
of the four companies which would definitely 
ensure economies of scale, leveraging the 
available huge talent pool and place the merged 
entity in a better place to face competition from 
the private sector. The government must permit 
the GIPSA to immediately initiate a dialogue 
with the unions to settle the monetary demands. 
It must also give functional autonomy to the 
Boards to run the institutions. The AIIEA and 
Joint Front of Trade Unions must continue the 
campaign on these issues. If the government 
still remains adamant, the employees and 
officers must be kept in readiness to meet the 
challenges. The struggle on these just demands 
will surely succeed.   

The Lok Sabha elections have begun. 
By the time this issue is out, two phases of 
polling would have already been over. There are 
questions as to how free and fair these elections 
could be. The arrest and jailing of opposition 
leaders using the central investigative agencies 
and freezing of bank accounts and IT notices to 
the opposition political parties is done to create 
obstacles to the electioneering process of the 
opposition parties. The election campaign is at 
a blistering pace with political leaders criss-
crossing the country. But what is disappointing 
once again is the manner in which campaign 
is conducted. The real issues that impact the 
life and living like unemployment, inflation, 
growing inequalities are not sufficiently 
debated. The Prime Minister who is confident 
of a third term with over 400 seats is not 
discussing what is achieved in his 10 years of 
governance and how better the life of the people 
is. He is fully aware that demonetisation has 
been a disaster. The haste with which GST 
was introduced has crippled the economy and 
the incompetent handling of covid crisis has 
raised serious questions about his leadership 
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DEBATE THE REAL ISSUES

and his party’s governance. Therefore, the Prime 
Minister is appearing to be at his divisive best 
raising Hindu Muslim issues and polarising 
the society. 

The Prime Minister is not even speaking 
as to how many promises made in the last 10 
years of his government been redeemed. Rather, 
new slogans and new promises are being made. 
The Prime Minister has been campaigning that 
India will become the third largest economy in 
the world in his third term. Is that surprising? 
Even a person with elementary knowledge of 
economics would say that with the sheer size 
of the population, India is poised to become the 
third largest economy in the world. India with 
140 crore people have to produce goods and 
services to meet the needs of the population. 
The consumption of these goods and services 
will lift the economy higher. Therefore, there is 
no surprise for India to become the third largest 
economy. But what must worry the government 
is why the private final consumption expenditure 

which contributes over 60% to the GDP is not 
growing. Why the growing economy is not lifting 
the living standards of the people?

The Former Governor of RBI Subba Rao 
says that there is nothing to gloat about the 
aggregate size of the economy. What matter is 
the per capita income. With a per capita income 
of $2600, India ranks 139 in the world and it is 
the poorest among BRICS and G 20 nations. The 
average per capita income too does not show a 
correct picture in view of the massive income 
and wealth inequalities. It is a matter of concern 
that on many development indices, India lags 
behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The 
ILO Employment Report 2024 on India brings 
to light the massive distress in the employment 
situation and the declining wages. The average 
monthly earnings of regular workers in the 
informal sector have declined in 2022 compared 
to 2012 both in rural and urban India. This 
decline has taken place at a time when 

sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ vÉÑÃ WûÉå aÉL WæûÇ| eÉoÉ iÉMü rÉWû qÉÑ¬É xÉÉqÉlÉå 
AÉLaÉÉ iÉoÉ iÉMü SÉå cÉUhÉÉåÇ MüÉ qÉiÉSÉlÉ ZÉiqÉ WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| 
xÉuÉÉsÉ WæûÇ ÌMü rÉå cÉÑlÉÉuÉ ÌMüiÉlÉå xuÉiÉÇ§É AÉæU ÌlÉwmÉ¤É WûÉå xÉMüÇüåaÉå| 
MåüÇSìÏrÉ eÉÉÇcÉ LeÉåÇÍxÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ EmÉrÉÉåaÉ MüUMåü ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ 
ÌaÉUniÉÉUÏ AÉæU eÉåsÉ pÉåeÉlÉÉ iÉjÉÉ ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü SsÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
AÉDOûÏ lÉÉåÌOûxÉ AÉæU oÉæÇMü ZÉÉiÉå eÉoiÉ MüUlÉÉ, rÉå xÉoÉ ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ 
SsÉÉåÇ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ mÉëcÉÉU qÉåÇ oÉÉkÉÉLÇ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌMürÉÉ 
aÉrÉÉ Wæû| UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ²ÉUÉ SåvÉ pÉU qÉåÇ mÉëcÉÉU-mÉëxÉÉU 
Måü xÉÉjÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ mÉëcÉÉU iÉåeÉ aÉÌiÉ xÉå cÉsÉ UWûÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ LMü 
oÉÉU ÌTüU eÉÉå ÌlÉUÉvÉÉeÉlÉMü Wæû uÉWû Wæû AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ cÉsÉÉlÉå MüÉ 
iÉUÏMüÉ| oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ, qÉÑSìÉxTüÏÌiÉ AÉæU oÉÄRûiÉÏ AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ eÉæxÉå 
AÉeÉÏÌuÉMüÉ AÉæU eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÉå mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉå uÉÉxiÉÌuÉMü 
qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ mÉU mÉrÉÉïmiÉ oÉWûxÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| 400 xÉå AÍkÉMü 
xÉÏOûÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ iÉÏxÉUå MüÉrÉïMüÉsÉ Måü mÉëÌiÉ AÉµÉxiÉ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
CxÉ oÉÉiÉ mÉU cÉcÉÉï lÉWûÏÇ MüU UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü ElÉMåü 10 uÉwÉÉåïÇ Måü 
vÉÉxÉlÉ qÉåÇ YrÉÉ WûÉÍxÉsÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ ÌMüiÉlÉÉ 
oÉåWûiÉU WÒûAÉ Wæû| ElWåûÇ CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÉ mÉÔUÉ LWûxÉÉxÉ Wæû ÌMü lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ 
LMü AÉmÉSÉ UWûÏ Wæû| ÎeÉxÉ eÉsSoÉÉeÉÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ eÉÏLxÉOûÏ sÉÉaÉÔ 
ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ, ExÉxÉå AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ cÉUqÉUÉ aÉD AÉæU MüÉåÌuÉQû 
xÉÇMüOû xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå qÉåÇ A¤ÉqÉiÉÉ lÉå ElÉMåü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ AÉæU ElÉMüÐ 
mÉÉOûÏï Måü vÉÉxÉlÉ mÉU aÉÇpÉÏU xÉuÉÉsÉ ZÉÄQåû MüU ÌSL WæûÇ| CxÉÍsÉL, 
mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ ÌWûÇSÕ-qÉÑÎxsÉqÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå EPûÉlÉå AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉ 
kÉÑëüuÉÏMüUhÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ mÉÔUÏ MüÉåÍvÉvÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ|

mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ rÉWû pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ oÉÉåsÉ mÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü ElÉMüÐ xÉUMüÉU 
Måü ÌmÉNûsÉå SxÉ uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ ÌMürÉå aÉrÉå ÌMüiÉlÉå uÉÉSå mÉÔUå ÌMürÉå aÉrÉå| 
oÉÎsMü lÉrÉå lÉÉUå AÉæU lÉrÉå uÉÉSå ÌMürÉå eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 

rÉWû mÉëcÉÉU MüU UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ ElÉMåü iÉÏxÉUå MüÉrÉïMüÉsÉ qÉåÇ 
SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÐ iÉÏxÉUÏ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ oÉlÉåaÉÉ| YrÉÉ rÉWû 
MüÉåD AÉ¶ÉrÉï MüÐ oÉÉiÉ WûÉåaÉÏ? rÉWûÉÇ iÉMü ÌMü AjÉïvÉÉx§É MüÉ 
mÉëÉUÇÍpÉMü ¥ÉÉlÉ UZÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÉ urÉÌ£ü pÉÏ MüWåûaÉÉ ÌMü eÉlÉxÉÇZrÉÉ 
Måü ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ AÉMüÉU Måü xÉÉjÉ, pÉÉUiÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÐ iÉÏxÉUÏ xÉoÉxÉå 
oÉÄQûÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ oÉlÉlÉå MüÐ AÉåU AaÉëxÉU Wæû| 140 MüUÉåÄQû 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ uÉÉsÉå pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå eÉlÉxÉÇZrÉÉ MüÐ eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL uÉxiÉÑAÉåÇ AÉæU xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ EimÉÉSlÉ MüUlÉÉ mÉÄQûiÉÉ Wæû| 
ClÉ uÉxiÉÑAÉåÇ MüÐ ZÉmÉiÉ AÉæU xÉåuÉÉLÇ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå FmÉU 
EPûÉLÇaÉÏ WûÏ| CxÉÍsÉL pÉÉUiÉ MüÉ iÉÏxÉUÏ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 
oÉlÉlÉÉ MüÉåD AÉ¶ÉrÉï MüÐ oÉÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÉå CxÉ 
oÉÉiÉ MüÐ ÍcÉÇiÉÉ WûÉålÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü ÌlÉeÉÏ AÇÌiÉqÉ EmÉpÉÉåaÉ urÉrÉ, 
eÉÉå xÉMüsÉ bÉUåsÉÔ EimÉÉS qÉåÇ mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü MüÉ rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ 
SåiÉÉ Wæû, oÉÄRû YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ UWûÉ Wæû| oÉÄRûiÉÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
eÉÏuÉlÉ xiÉU YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ EPûÉ mÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû?

AÉUoÉÏAÉD Måü mÉÔuÉï aÉuÉlÉïU xÉÑooÉÉ UÉuÉ MüÉ MüWûlÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü MÑüsÉ AÉMüÉU MüÉå sÉåMüU erÉÉSÉ ZÉÑvÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ 
MüÉåD oÉÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| eÉÉå qÉÉrÉlÉå UZÉiÉÉ Wæû uÉWû Wæû, mÉëÌiÉ urÉÌ£ü AÉrÉ| 
2600 QûÊsÉU MüÐ mÉëÌiÉ urÉÌ£ü AÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ, pÉÉUiÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ 
139 uÉåÇ xjÉÉlÉ mÉU Wæû AÉæU rÉWû ÌoÉëYxÉ AÉæU eÉÏ 20 SåvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ 
xÉoÉxÉå aÉUÏoÉ Wæû| oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU AÉrÉ AÉæU kÉlÉ AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉAÉåüåÇ 
MüÉå SåZÉiÉå WÒûL mÉëÌiÉ urÉÌ£ü AÉæxÉiÉ AÉrÉ pÉÏ xÉWûÏ iÉxuÉÏU 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌSZÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| ÍcÉÇiÉÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ rÉWû Wæû ÌMü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü MüD 
xÉÔcÉMüÉÇMüÉåÇ mÉU pÉÉUiÉ oÉÉÇasÉÉSåvÉ AÉæU ´ÉÏsÉÇMüÉ xÉå pÉÏ mÉÏNåû Wæû| 
pÉÉUiÉ mÉU AÉDLsÉAÉå 2024 MüÐ UÉåeÉaÉÉU ËUmÉÉåOïû UÉåeÉaÉÉU MüÐ 
ÎxjÉÌiÉ AÉæU bÉOûiÉÏ qÉeÉSÕUÏ qÉåÇ 

uÉÉxiÉÌuÉMü qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ mÉU oÉWûxÉ WûÉå
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Corporate India has recorded massive profits. 
Inflation, more the increase in food prices, has 
been hurting the poor and vulnerable severely. 
The Electoral Bond scheme has clearly exposed 
the legalisation of corruption. 

In a democracy, media is expected to raise 
these questions and demand accountability 
from the government. Unfortunately, media 
with some honourable exceptions has become 
the drum beaters of the government. A recent 
study reveals that more than 50% of the 
debates on major televisions channels are 
critical of and castigating the opposition; nearly 
22% of the debates are to build the image 
of the Prime Minister. The remaining are to 
foment communal division and attacking the 
minorities. The real issues like unemployment, 
price rise, inequalities are missing in the 
debates. The same survey by News laundry 
brings to light that Arnab Goswami of Repulic 
TV had 10 debates on internal developments 
in Pakistan but there was not a single debate 
on unemployment or inflation for the past six 
months. Such submissiveness to the ruling 
party and its leader by the media is certainly 
not good for democracy.

The Prime Minister has been touring around 

the country campaigning for his party. It is 
regrettable that he accused the manifesto of 
Congress as reflecting the agenda of Muslim 
League. He is accusing the opposition as 
anti-Hindu. He is praising the electoral bonds 
scheme despite Supreme Court holding it as 
unconstitutional. This is a blatant attempt to 
defend corruption and cronyism. His other party 
leaders directly talk of changing the constitution. 
There is no debate on the successes or failures 
of the 10-year rule of the present regime. The 
opposition should not allow the ruling party to 
divert the debate and concentrate the campaign 
on the issues relating to the life and living of the 
people. People should be mobilised to counter 
the threat to democracy and constitution.

The government has already announced that 
it will further amend the Insurance Laws Act 
to liberalise the sector. It has also announced 
plans for further equity sale in LIC and GIC-Re. 
This has to be resisted. In these elections, vote 
has to be exercised judiciously to defend the 
constitutional values, pluralities and diversities 
of the nation and our own institutions. Not just 
that, people have to be mobilised in favour of 
an alternative agenda and in defence of peace 
and harmony.   

  

oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU xÉÇMüOû MüÉå EeÉÉaÉU MüUiÉÏ Wæû| aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ AÉæU vÉWûUÏ 
pÉÉUiÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ 2012 MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ 2022 qÉåÇ AlÉÉæmÉcÉÉËUMü 
¤Éå§É qÉåÇ ÌlÉrÉÍqÉiÉ ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ AÉæxÉiÉ qÉÉÍxÉMü AÉrÉ qÉåÇ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû 
AÉD Wæû| rÉWû ÌaÉUÉuÉOû LåxÉå xÉqÉrÉ qÉåÇ WÒûD Wæû eÉoÉ MüÉUmÉÉåUåOû pÉÉUiÉ 
lÉå pÉÉUÏ qÉÑlÉÉTüÉ SeÉï ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| qÉÑSìÉxTüÏÌiÉ, ZÉÉ± mÉSÉjÉÉåïÇ MüÐ 
MüÐqÉiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ uÉ×Ì®, aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ AÉæU MüqÉeÉÉåU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå aÉÇpÉÏU ÃmÉ 
xÉå lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ oÉÉÇQû rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ lÉå pÉë·ÉcÉÉU 
MüÉå uÉækÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÐ mÉÉåsÉ ZÉÉåsÉ SÏ Wæû| 

sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É qÉåÇ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ xÉå AmÉå¤ÉÉ MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü uÉWû ClÉ 
xÉuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉå EPûÉL AÉæU xÉUMüÉU xÉå eÉuÉÉoÉSåWûÏ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUå| 
SÒpÉÉïarÉ xÉå, MÑüNû xÉqqÉÉlÉeÉlÉMü AmÉuÉÉSÉåÇ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûMüU qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ 
xÉUMüÉU MüÉ RûÉåsÉ oÉeÉÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÉ oÉlÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| LMü WûÉÍsÉrÉÉ 
AkrÉrÉlÉ xÉå mÉiÉÉ cÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü mÉëqÉÑZÉ OåûsÉÏÌuÉeÉlÉ cÉælÉsÉÉåÇ mÉU 
50 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü oÉWûxÉåÇ ÌuÉmÉ¤É Måü ÍsÉL AÉsÉÉåcÉlÉÉiqÉMü 
AÉæU ÌlÉÇSÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ WûÉåiÉÏ WæûÇ; sÉaÉpÉaÉ 22 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ oÉWûxÉåÇ 
mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÐ NûÌuÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL WûÉåiÉÏ WæûÇ| oÉÉMüÐ MüÉ E¬åvrÉ 
xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ MüÉå oÉÄRûÉuÉÉ SålÉÉ AÉæU AsmÉxÉÇZrÉMüÉåÇ mÉU 
WûqÉsÉÉ MüUlÉÉ Wæû| oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ, qÉÇWûaÉÉD, AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ eÉæxÉå AxÉsÉÏ 
qÉÑ¬å oÉWûxÉÉåÇ xÉå aÉÉrÉoÉ Wæû| lrÉÔeÉ sÉÊhQíûÏ Måü CxÉÏ xÉuÉåï¤ÉhÉ xÉå mÉiÉÉ 
cÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü ËUmÉÌoÉsMü OûÏuÉÏ Måü AlÉïoÉ aÉÉåxuÉÉqÉÏ lÉå mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉ 
Måü AÉÇiÉËUMü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ mÉU 10 oÉWûxÉåÇ MüÐÇ, sÉåÌMülÉ ÌmÉNûsÉå NûWû 
qÉWûÏlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ rÉÉ qÉÑSìÉxTüÏÌiÉ mÉU LMü pÉÏ oÉWûxÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
WÒûD| qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ ²ÉUÉ xÉiÉÉÃÄRû SsÉ AÉæU ExÉMåü lÉåiÉÉ Måü mÉëÌiÉ LåxÉÏ 
AkÉÏlÉiÉÉ ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ ÃmÉ xÉå mÉëeÉÉiÉÇ§É Måü ÍsÉL AcNûÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû|

mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ AmÉlÉÏ mÉÉOûÏï Måü ÍsÉL mÉëcÉÉU MüUiÉå WÒûL SåvÉ pÉU 

qÉåÇ bÉÔqÉ UWåû WæûÇ| ATüxÉÉåxÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ Wæû ÌMü ElWûÉåÇlÉå MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ Måü 
bÉÉåwÉhÉÉmÉ§É MüÉå qÉÑÎxsÉqÉ sÉÏaÉ Måü LeÉåÇQåû MüÉå mÉëÌiÉÌoÉÇÌoÉiÉ MüUlÉå 
uÉÉsÉÉ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ| uÉWû ÌuÉmÉ¤É mÉU ÌWûÇSÕ ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ WûÉålÉå MüÉ AÉUÉåmÉ sÉaÉÉ 
UWåû WæûÇ| xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû ²ÉUÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ oÉÉÇQû rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ MüÉå AxÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü 
PûWûUÉL eÉÉlÉå Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS uÉWû CxÉMüÐ mÉëvÉÇxÉÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| rÉWû 
pêU·ÉcÉÉU AÉæU mÉÔÇeÉÏÍqÉ§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉcÉÉlÉå MüÉ LMü eÉoÉUSxiÉ mÉërÉÉxÉ 
Wæû| ElÉMüÐ mÉÉOûÏï Måü SÕxÉUå lÉåiÉÉ xÉÏkÉå iÉÉæU mÉU xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ oÉSsÉlÉå 
MüÐ oÉÉiÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ vÉÉxÉMüÉåÇ Måü SxÉ xÉÉsÉ Måü vÉÉxÉlÉ 
MüÐ xÉTüsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ rÉÉ ÌuÉTüsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ mÉU MüÉåD oÉWûxÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| 
xÉ¨ÉÉÃÄRû SsÉ ²ÉUÉ oÉWûxÉ MüÉå pÉOûMüÉlÉå Måü mÉërÉÉxÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉUÉxiÉ 
MüUiÉå WÒûL ÌuÉmÉ¤É MüÉå mÉëcÉÉU AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü eÉÏuÉlÉ AÉæU 
UWûlÉ-xÉWûlÉ Måü qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ mÉU MåüÎlSìiÉ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É AÉæU 
xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ mÉU ZÉiÉUå MüÉ qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ WûÉålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| 

xÉUMüÉU oÉÏqÉÉ ¤Éå§É MüÉå AÉæU ESÉU oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL oÉÏqÉÉ 
MüÉlÉÔlÉ AÍkÉÌlÉrÉqÉ qÉåÇ AÉæU xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ MüUåaÉÏ, rÉWû bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ uÉWû 
mÉWûsÉå xÉå WûÏ MüUiÉÏ UWûÏ Wæû| CxÉlÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ AÉæU eÉÏAÉDxÉÏ-
UÏ qÉåÇ AÉaÉå CÎYuÉOûÏ ÌoÉ¢üÏ MüÐ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ MüÐ pÉÏ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ Wæû| 
CxÉMüÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüUlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| ClÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ UÉ·í AÉæU WûqÉÉUå AmÉlÉå 
xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ, oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉAÉåÇ 
MüÐ U¤ÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL uÉÉåOû MüÉ ÌuÉuÉåMümÉÔhÉï RûÇaÉ xÉå mÉërÉÉåaÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| CiÉlÉÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ, sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå uÉæMüÎsmÉMü LeÉåÇQåû Måü 
mÉ¤É qÉåÇ AÉæU vÉÉÇÌiÉ AÉæU xÉ°ÉuÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL sÉÉqÉoÉÇS 
MüUlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ|
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uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ mÉU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ oÉÉiÉcÉÏiÉ vÉÑÃ MüUåÇ
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ 

ÌmÉNûsÉå MÑüNû uÉwÉÉåïÇ xÉå xÉUMüÉU Måü MÑüNû TæüxÉsÉÉåÇ AÉæU uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ 
AÉæU AlrÉ xÉåuÉÉ vÉiÉÉåïÇ mÉU ElÉMüÐ xÉuÉïjÉÉ EÍcÉiÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ mÉU cÉcÉÉï 
AÉæU xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ MüUlÉå xÉå ClMüÉU Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ MüU UWûÉ 
Wæû| ElWûÉåÇlÉå ClÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ Måü xÉÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ WåûiÉÑ SuÉÉoÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉÉcÉï 
AÉæU AmÉæëüsÉ 2024 Måü qÉWûÏlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ iÉÏuÉë xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÐ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ oÉlÉÉD 
jÉÏ| 8 AmÉæëüsÉ MüÉå lÉD ÌSssÉÏ qÉåÇ AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ xÉÑsÉWû MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ qÉåÇ 
qÉÑZrÉ ´ÉqÉ AÉrÉÑ£ü (xÉÏ) MüÐ xÉsÉÉWû mÉU CxÉ ÌlÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ 
MüÉå AoÉ xjÉÌaÉiÉ MüUlÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ Wæû| xÉÏLsÉxÉÏ (xÉÏ) lÉå ÎeÉmÉxÉÉ Måü 
mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå ClÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå ÌuÉ¨É qÉÇ§ÉÉsÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ EPûÉlÉå AÉæU 
ElÉMüÐ xuÉÏM×üÌiÉ WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ pÉÏ xÉsÉÉWû SÏ|

mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ lÉå 
iÉÏlÉ mÉëqÉÑZÉ qÉÉÇaÉåÇ EPûÉD WæûÇ| ÎeÉmxÉÉ MüÉå 1.8.2022 xÉå sÉÇÌoÉiÉ uÉåiÉlÉ 
xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ mÉU iÉÑUÇiÉ cÉcÉÉï vÉÑÃ MüUlÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL AÉæU eÉsS WûÏ LMü 
xÉÇiÉÉåwÉeÉlÉMü xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ mÉU mÉWÒûÇcÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| mÉÔUå MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ Måü ÍsÉL 
mÉåÇvÉlÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ Måü ÌuÉxiÉÉU MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ mÉU mÉëÌiÉMÔüsÉ mÉëpÉÉuÉ QûÉsÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ 
mÉÏLTü qÉåÇ mÉëoÉÇkÉlÉ MüÉ rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ 10 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå oÉÄRûÉMüU 15 
mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| mÉÉËUuÉÉËUMü mÉåÇvÉlÉ MüÉå uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ 
15 xÉå oÉÄRûÉMüU ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ xÉÏqÉÉ Måü 30 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûL| CxÉ iÉjrÉ Måü AÉsÉÉåMü qÉåÇ ÌMü oÉæÇÌMüÇaÉ E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ xÉpÉÏ iÉÏlÉ 
qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉ ÌlÉmÉOûÉUÉ WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû, LAÉDAÉDDL AÉæU AlrÉ rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉåÇ 
ClÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå EPûÉiÉå WÒûL mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû xÉå lrÉÉrÉxÉÇaÉiÉ WæûÇ AÉæU ClÉMåü 
iÉiMüÉsÉ xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÐ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| LsÉAÉDxÉÏ qÉåÇ uÉåiÉlÉ 
xÉqÉfÉÉæiÉÉ AÇÌiÉqÉ cÉUhÉ qÉåÇ mÉWûÇüÑcÉ UWûÉ Wæû YrÉÉÇüåÌMü xÉUMüÉU lÉå oÉÉåQïû 
MüÐ ÍxÉTüÉËUvÉÉåÇ MüÉå qÉÇeÉÔUÏ Så SÏ Wæû ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ LMü AmÉæëüsÉ 2010 
MüÉå rÉÉ ExÉMåü oÉÉS E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉå MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÍsÉL mÉëoÉkÉÇlÉ ²ÉUÉ mÉÏLTü rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ MüÐ oÉÄRûÏ WÒûD SU vÉÉÍqÉsÉ Wæû| 
LsÉAÉDxÉÏ qÉåÇ TæüÍqÉsÉÏ mÉÇüåvÉlÉ qÉåÇ oÉÄRûÉåiÉUÏ mÉWûsÉå WûÏ sÉÉaÉÔ WûÉå cÉÑMüÐ 
Wæû, xÉUMüÉU lÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ Måü ExÉ mÉëxiÉÉuÉ MüÉå pÉÏ qÉÇeÉÔUÏ Så SÏ 
Wæû eÉÉå mÉåÇvÉlÉpÉÉåÌaÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå AlÉÑaÉëWû pÉÑaÉiÉÉlÉ mÉU ÌuÉcÉÉU MüU UWûÉ Wæû|

ÌTüU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ AsÉaÉ urÉuÉWûÉU YrÉÉåÇ 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû? MÑüNû iÉÉMüiÉåÇ WæûÇ eÉÉå oÉæÇÌMüÇaÉ E±ÉåaÉ AÉæU LsÉAÉDxÉÏ 
qÉåÇ rÉWû mÉëcÉÉU MüU UWûÏ WæûÇ ÌMü ClÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ 
mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÐ M×ümÉÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ Wæû| rÉÌS LåxÉÉ jÉÉ, iÉÉå mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
lÉå mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ Måü MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ Måü mÉëÌiÉ xÉqÉÉlÉ ESÉUiÉÉ YrÉÉÇüå 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌSZÉÉD? uÉåiÉlÉ ÌMüxÉÏ MüÐ pÉsÉÉD rÉÉ SÉlÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| rÉWû MüWûlÉÉ 
ÌMü rÉWû ÌMüxÉÏ MüÐ M×ümÉÉ Wæû, MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ aÉËUqÉÉ AÉæU ElÉMåü 
xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÉå MüqÉeÉÉåU MüUlÉÉ Wæû| MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ MüpÉÏ ÌMüxÉÏ MüÐ M×ümÉÉ 
MüÐ AÉåU lÉWûÏÇ SåZÉiÉå WæûÇ| uÉå AmÉlÉÏ ÌlÉ¸É AÉæU MüÄQûÏ qÉåWûlÉiÉ xÉå 
mÉæSÉ MüÐ aÉD mÉëaÉÌiÉ AÉæU xÉqÉ×Ì® qÉåÇ ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ MüÐ eÉÉrÉeÉ qÉÉÇaÉ 
EPûÉiÉå WæûÇ| rÉWû xmÉ· ÃmÉ xÉå xÉqÉfÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü mÉÇüÔeÉÏuÉÉSÏ 
urÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ, xÉpÉÏ xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ, xÉoÉxÉå MüÌPûlÉ qÉeÉSÕUÏ MüÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï 
Wæû| xÉUMüÉU ClÉ sÉÉpÉÉåÇ xÉå ClMüÉU MüÉå CxÉ AÉkÉÉU mÉU EÍcÉiÉ PûWûUÉ 
UWûÏ Wæû ÌMü mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ AcNûÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU UWûÉ Wæû| 
rÉWû iÉMïü ÌoÉsMÑüsÉ AxuÉÏMüÉrÉï Wæû|

rÉÌS mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ sÉÉpÉmÉëSiÉÉ qÉåÇ MÑüNû 
AxÉTüsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ Wæû, iÉÉå rÉWû MåüuÉsÉ xÉUMüÉUÏ 
lÉÏÌiÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU lÉå WûÏ AmÉlÉÏ lÉÏÌiÉ MüÐ ÌSvÉÉ qÉåÇ 
sÉaÉÉiÉÉU oÉSsÉÉuÉ MüUMåü E±ÉåaÉ Måü pÉÌuÉwrÉ Måü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ AÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉiÉÉ 
mÉæSÉ MüÐ Wæû| mÉÔuÉï ÌuÉ¨É qÉÇ§ÉÏ AÃhÉ eÉåOûsÉÏ lÉå iÉÏlÉ mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD 
MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉsÉrÉ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ jÉÏ AÉæU mÉëxiÉÉÌuÉiÉ ÌuÉsÉrÉ 
Måü ÍsÉL xÉsÉÉWûMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ ÌlÉrÉÑÌ£ü AÉæU ÌuÉÍpÉ³É iÉÉæU-iÉUÏMåü iÉærÉÉU 
MüUMåü CxÉ ÌSvÉÉ qÉåÇ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï mÉëaÉÌiÉ MüÐ aÉD jÉÏ| CxÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ MüÉå 

AcÉÉlÉMü mÉsÉOûiÉå WÒûL, ÌuÉ¨É qÉÇ§ÉÏ ÌlÉqÉïsÉÉ xÉÏiÉÉUqÉhÉ lÉå bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ 
MüÐ ÌMü xÉUMüÉU lÉå ÌuÉsÉrÉ MüÐ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ NûÉåÄQû SÏ Wæû AÉæU CxÉMåü 
oÉeÉÉrÉ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÉ ÌuÉMüsmÉ cÉÑlÉåaÉÏ| MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÉåQûÉåïÇ MüÉå 
lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÇ oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÐ xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ SÏ aÉD Wæû| xÉUMüÉU lÉå aÉæU-
sÉÉpÉMüÉUÏ ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ vÉÉZÉÉLÇ ZÉÉåsÉlÉå MüÉ ÌlÉSåïvÉ ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU AoÉ 
uÉå ClÉ vÉÉZÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå oÉÇS MüUlÉå AÉæU ÌuÉsÉrÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ xÉsÉÉWû Så 
UWåû WæûÇ| mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉUMüÉU ²ÉUÉ vÉÑÃ MüÐ aÉD 
rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU AlrÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü ÃmÉ xÉå ElqÉÑZÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå 
vÉÑÃ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL MüWûÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû, sÉåÌMülÉ AaÉU xÉUMüÉU ²ÉUÉ 
ÌlÉkÉÉïËUiÉ EimÉÉSÉåÇ Måü AÎxjÉU qÉÔsrÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ ElWåûÇ lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ WûÉåiÉÉ 
Wæû iÉÉå ElWåûÇ qÉÑAÉuÉeÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| sÉÇoÉå xÉqÉrÉ iÉMü vÉÏwÉï 
mÉëoÉÇkÉlÉ Måü mÉS ZÉÉsÉÏ oÉlÉå UWûiÉå WæûÇ AÉæU xÉUMüÉU ElWåûÇ pÉUlÉå qÉåÇ 
AmÉlÉÏ qÉlÉqÉeÉÏï xÉå xÉqÉrÉ sÉaÉÉiÉÏ UWûiÉÏ Wæû| AÉDAÉUQûÏLAÉD MüÐ 
lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÇ ÌlÉeÉÏ ¤Éå§É MüÉå sÉÉpÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ eÉoÉÌMü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
¤Éå§É mÉU mÉëÌiÉMÔüsÉ mÉëpÉÉuÉ QûÉsÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ| rÉÌS xÉUMüÉU MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉaÉiÉ 
RÒûsÉqÉÑsÉ lÉÏÌiÉ LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU Wæû iÉÉå 
MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå MæüxÉå SÉåwÉÏ PûWûUÉrÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ 
Wæû AÉæU ElÉMüÐ eÉÉrÉeÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ xÉå MæüxÉå ClMüÉU ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû|

CxÉ ÌuÉmÉUÏiÉ mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉ Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É lÉå 
AmÉlÉå MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ MüÐ mÉëÌiÉoÉ®iÉÉ AÉæU MüÄQûÏ qÉåWûlÉiÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ 
oÉWÒûiÉ AcNûÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| cÉÉUÉåÇ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ qÉåÇ 
mÉëSvÉïlÉ uÉwÉï 2023-2024 Måü ÍsÉL oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÇiÉÉåwÉeÉlÉMü UWûÉ Wæû| 
cÉÉUÉåÇ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå lÉL MüÉUÉåoÉÉU qÉåÇ xÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü uÉ×Ì® SeÉï MüÐ Wæû| 
lrÉÔ CÇÌQûrÉÉ LvrÉÉåUåÇxÉ MüÇmÉlÉÏ oÉÉeÉÉU qÉåÇ AaÉëhÉÏ oÉlÉÏ WÒûD Wæû| CxÉlÉå 
ÌmÉNûsÉå uÉwÉï MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ 7.4 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÐ uÉ×Ì® SeÉï MüUiÉå WÒûL 
37035.19 MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ xÉMüsÉ bÉUåsÉÔ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ AÎeÉïiÉ 
MüÐ Wæû| AÉåËULÇOûsÉ CÇvrÉÉåUåÇxÉ MüÇmÉlÉÏ lÉå 18285.82 MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå 
MüÐ eÉÏQûÏmÉÏAÉD AÎeÉïiÉ MüUiÉå WÒûL 17.1 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÐ uÉ×Ì® SeÉï 
MüÐ Wæû| rÉÔlÉÉCOåûQû CÇÌQûrÉÉ CÇvrÉÉåUåÇxÉ MüÇmÉlÉÏ lÉå 19851.71 MüUÉåÄQû 
ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ eÉÏQûÏmÉÏAÉD Måü xÉÉjÉ 12.51 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÐ uÉ×Ì® SeÉï 
MüÐ Wæû| lÉåvÉlÉsÉ CÇvrÉÉåUåÇlxÉ MüÇmÉlÉÏ lÉå 15171.77 MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ 
eÉÏQûÏmÉÏAÉD AÎeÉïiÉ MüUMåü xÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü uÉ×Ì® ÌSZÉÉD Wæû| cÉÉUÉåÇ 
MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåüåÇ MüÐ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ MüÉTüÐ xÉÑkÉÉU WÒûAÉ Wæû| WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü 
WûqÉ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ mÉËUhÉÉqÉÉåÇ Måü mÉÔhÉï ÌuÉuÉUhÉ MüÐ mÉëiÉÏ¤ÉÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ, 
sÉåÌMülÉ EqqÉÏS Wæû ÌMü lrÉÔ CÇÌQûrÉÉ AÉæU AÉåËULÇOûsÉ EssÉåZÉlÉÏrÉ 
sÉÉpÉmÉëSiÉÉ MüÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ MüUåÇaÉå| rÉWû rÉÉS UZÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü rÉWû 
xÉÉUÏ mÉëaÉÌiÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉëÌiÉMÔüsÉ lÉÏÌiÉaÉiÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS 
SeÉï MüÐ aÉD Wæû| 

mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ Måü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ 
iÉÏlÉ mÉëqÉÑZÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ SåUÏ Måü qÉÉlÉlÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ eÉÉrÉeÉ 
Wæû| uÉå ClÉ cÉÉU MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉsÉrÉ MüÐ pÉÏ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉå UWåû WæûÇ eÉÉå 
ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ ÃmÉ xÉå mÉæqÉÉlÉå MüÐ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ xÉÑÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ MüUåaÉÏ, EmÉsÉokÉ 
ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ mÉëÌiÉpÉÉ Måü pÉÇQûÉU MüÉ sÉÉpÉ EPûÉLaÉÏ AÉæU ÌuÉsÉrÉ MüÐ aÉD 
CMüÉD MüÉå ÌlÉeÉÏ ¤Éå§É xÉå mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÉï MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
oÉåWûiÉU eÉaÉWû mÉU UZÉåaÉÏ| xÉUMüÉU MüÉå ÎeÉmxÉÉ MüÉå CxÉMüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ 
SålÉÏ WûÉåaÉÏ ÌMü uÉå ElÉMüÐ ClÉ qÉÉæÌSìMü qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌlÉmÉOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ iÉÑUÇiÉ oÉÉiÉcÉÏiÉ vÉÑÃ MüUåÇ| CxÉå xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
cÉsÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL oÉÉåQûÉåïÇ MüÉå MüÉrÉÉïiqÉMü xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ pÉÏ SålÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL| 
LAÉDAÉDDL AÉæU OåûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇrÉÑ£ü qÉÉåcÉåï MüÉå ClÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ 
mÉU AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ eÉÉUÏ UZÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| rÉÌS xÉUMüÉU AoÉ pÉÏ ÎeÉS 
mÉU AÄÄQûÏ Wæû iÉÉå MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå 
ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL iÉærÉÉU UWûlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| ClÉ eÉÉrÉeÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ mÉU xÉÇbÉwÉï 
AuÉvrÉ xÉTüsÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| 
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The General Elections 2024 commenced on 
April 19 with the first phase of polls and will 
conclude on June 1 with phase seven polls. The 
counting is scheduled to take place on June 4. 
We stand at a crossroads ahead of the General 
Elections. At a time when democracy, the rule of 
law, fundamental rights and independent media 
have all been considerably whittled away, the 
upcoming elections assume huge importance 
for all of us. 

There is no gainsaying these elections are 
of particular significance to the public sector 
insurance industry. There are media reports 
indicating that if voted back to power, the BJP-
led government will introduce amendments 
to existing insurance legislation within the 

first 100 days in office. According to a report 
published in the Live Mint, dated 02 April 
2024, the planned reforms in the insurance 
sector include a provision for a composite 
insurance licence, relaxed entry barriers for 
companies, simplification of investment rules 
and giving more powers to the regulator (IRDAI) 
to determine the licence fee structure for 
companies.

Given these developments, the AIIEA 
has written letters to the heads of a large 
number of prominent political parties, both 
in the governing coalition and the opposition, 
requesting them to seriously consider our 
suggestions during the course of the election 
campaign and even after formation of the 18th 

“We wish to introduce ourselves as All India 
Insurance Employees’ Association (AIIEA) – 

the oldest and the biggest trade union of public 
sector insurance employees. The AIIEA has been 
playing a very constructive role in the promotion 
of the interests of LIC and Public Sector General 
Insurance companies and helping these 
institutions to fulfil their social obligations.

We understand that you are in the thick of 
campaigning for elections to the 18th Lok Sabha. 
Even then, we would like to place before you 
some issues of the industry and the employees 
for your kind consideration and necessary 
intervention. We do hope that these issues will 
find a profound expression in the campaign 
of your party and you will be kind enough to 
address our concerns even after formation of 
the new government.

No further Dilution of Government Equity 

from the LIC: The government has already 
disinvested 3.5 per cent of its equity from the 
LIC in May 2022. The government equity in 
LIC now therefore stands at 96.5 per cent. As 
per the minimum public shareholding norms 
of the SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board 

LETTER DATED 01.04.2024 SENT TO THE HEADS 

OF ALL MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES

 Issues Relating to the Insurance Industry
of India), companies in the public and private 
sector need to have promoter shareholding of 75 
per cent or less. The corporate media is abuzz 
with shrill cries demanding that the government 
bring down its equity in LIC to less than 75 per 
cent in compliance of this rule of the SEBI by 
further divesting its excess equity in the LIC. We 
do not see any merit in this argument. As you 
will appreciate, disinvestment is the first step 
towards privatisation. There is absolutely no 
need for further dilution of government equity 
or privatisation of the LIC. LIC’s contribution in 
providing security to the hard-earned savings 
of the policy holders while fetching decent 
returns for them is acknowledged by one and 
all. Similarly, LIC’s contribution to the overall 
economic development of the country has 
been phenomenal. In fact, the footprints of 
LIC are visible in every aspect of the life of the 
nation. LIC has eminently fulfilled each of its 
foundational objectives. It would be a truism 
to say that LIC today is the finest public sector 
financial institution in the country. We would 
request you to kindly extend your support to our 
movement so that there is no further dilution 
of government equity in the LIC.

General Elections 2024 and
the need to campaign on our issues
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Lok Sabha. We are happy to inform that 

the Communist Party of India (Marxist)- 

CPI(M)- has already incorporated the major 

suggestions of the AIIEA in its Election 

Manifesto that was released yesterday. Page 

17 of the Manifesto mentions: “No further 

dilution of government shares from the LIC; 

removal of GST on life, medical and general 

insurances; public sector general insurance 

companies will be consolidated to gain 

economies of scale.” 

We reproduce hereinbelow the letter 
addressed by AIIEA to different political 
parties. We request our units to approach 

the contesting Lok Sabha candidates of all 

major political parties and seek their support 

to the issues of insurance industry and 

employees. This will help project our issues 

in the election campaign.

That apart, as citizens of the country, we 

must be concerned about the political, social 
and economic situation in the country. The 
erosion of democratic values, influence of money 
in election and attack on the constitution should 
be a matter of serious concern. The corporate 
takeover of the State and the mixing of religion 
and politics for electoral advantage have serious 
consequences for the national unity and life 
and living of the common people. The situation 
demands that the working class must campaign 
and agitate for an alternative economic policy, 
social cohesion and communal harmony. The 
insurance employees too must join this effort. 
The insurance employees must not only decide 
to vote to stem the attack on democracy and 
constitution but also must mobilise other 
progressive sections of the population to do so. 
This is the task; we must undertake with the 
urgency it deserves.

Consolidation of Public Sector General 

Insurance Companies: The Public Sector 
General Insurance Companies viz; National 
Insurance, New India Assurance, Oriental 
Insurance and United India Insurance- have 
been recording reasonably good performances 
in spite of myriad challenges confronting them. 
They hold a market share of around 32 per cent. 
However, these companies have been literally 
facing a war of attrition. They have to compete 
not only with the private players but they have 
to compete among themselves for the same line 
of business. This does not make any economic 
sense. We are of the considered opinion that 
these companies should be merged into a single 
entity to form a monolithic corporation so that 
they derive advantage of the economies of scale.

Differential Treatment to Savings by way 

of Life Insurance: We are sure, you will agree 
with us that the growth of the life insurance 
industry critically depends upon the growth in 
the household savings, particularly financial 
savings. Today the life insurance industry has 
to compete with other modes of savings. Life 
insurance premiums are grouped together with 
other forms of savings for the purpose of income 
tax relief under Section 80 (C). We strongly 
feel that life insurance needs to be given a 
differential treatment compared to other modes 
of savings considering the fact that the funds 
mobilised here can be deployed in long term 
infrastructure requirements of the country. 
In order to encourage new insurances and 

adequate protection to the existing insured, it 
is necessary to have a separate and substantial 
exemption limit for life insurance premiums 
over and above the Rs.1,50,000 provided 
under Section 80 (C) of the Income Tax Act. We 
would also request you to please see that this 
provision is incorporated in the New Tax Regime 
introduced by the Union Finance Minister in the 
Union Budget 2023-24.

Withdrawal of GST on Life and Medical 

Insurance Premium: Both life insurance 
and medical insurance premiums attract a 
GST rate of 18 per cent. Levying GST on life 
insurance premium amounts to levying tax 
on the uncertainties of life. We do feel that the 
person who covers the risk of life’s uncertainties 
to give some protection to the family should not 
be levied tax on the premium to purchase cover 
against this risk. Similarly, the 18 per cent GST 
on medical insurance premium is proving to 
be a deterrent for the growth of this segment 
of business which is socially so necessary. We 
would request you to re-examine the issue and 
withdraw the GST on life and medical insurance 
premiums.

Enhancement of Family Pension to General 

Insurance family Pensioners at a uniform 

rate of 30 per cent: Family Pensioners of 
almost all the public sector financial institutions 
like the RBI, Public Sector Banks, LIC, NABARD, 
RRBs etc are drawing family pension at a 
uniform rate of 30 per cent. Family pensioners 
of public sector general insurance companies 
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are the only exception. The 
General Insurers Public Sector 
Association (GIPSA) has already 
sent its recommendations 
to the ministry of Finance in 
December 2021 for increasing 
the family pension to a uniform 
rate of thirty per cent. The 
issue is however pending at 
the ministry for a long period of 
time. In the meanwhile, large 
number of pensioners have 
unfortunately passed away 
leaving their families in acute 
financial distress. We seek the 
intervention of your party in 
this matter so that the benefit 
flows to family pensioners of 
PSGI companies without any 
further delay.

Need to Introduce a 

Universal Pension Scheme: 

An overwhelmingly large 
proportion of workers in our 
country are in the unorganised 
sector. They are practically 
out of the purview of any 
state supported social security 
measures.  Li fe  becomes 
unmanageable  for  them 
once they become old and 
unemployable. It is the basic 
responsibility of the state to 
come to the rescue of such 
people. Even the Constitution 
of India, through the Directive 
Principles of States Policy, 
has directed the state to take 
measures so that the elderly 
persons can live a life of dignity. 
We would request you and 
your party to kindly consider 
this aspect and champion the 
cause of a non-contributory 
Universal Pension Scheme, 
fully funded by the State to all 
senior citizens who do not have 
a pension scheme provided by 
the employer. 

Thanking you and wishing 
all the very Best for the 
upcoming General Elections.”

Recourse to hate
Demonising minorities and redistribution 

is core to the BJP’s politics
The Hindu– Editorial 23/4/24 on the PM’s speech in Rajasthan

One of the main features of Narendra Modi’s politics is 

his reliance on an unapologetic brand of right-wing 

rhetoric that is moored in demagoguery, hate speeches against 

minorities and the use of dog whistles — political messaging 

intended to please the bigoted sections of his support base. 

On Sunday, all these three aspects were on full display when 

Mr. Modi claimed that the Congress party would distribute the 

wealth of Indians among Muslims and that they were people 

with “large number[s] of children” and “infiltrators”. He also 
said that his predecessor, Manmohan Singh, had stated that 

“Muslims had first claim on the country’s resources”. None of 
these statements is close to being accurate. In its manifesto, 

the Congress has promised a socio-economic caste census to 

strengthen affirmative action, besides establishing an authority 
to monitor the distribution of surplus land among the poor and 

economically weaker sections. There are independent surveys to 

indicate how wealth inequality has increased dramatically under 

the 10 years of BJP rule. The government’s policies of tax breaks 

to corporates by slashing taxes, more dependence on indirect 

taxes, and individual taxes forming a greater component of the 

tax bucket (53.3%) versus corporate tax (46.5%), have evidently 

resulted in a greater skew in wealth ownership.

Dr. Singh, in 2006, had said that his government needed to 

prioritise plans that would uplift sections from the SCs, STs, OBCs, 

women and minority sections, especially Muslims. And that in a 

society such as India’s, the marginalised had the first claim to 
resources. Since then, this statement has been twisted by the 

Hindutva right wing and Mr. Modi has, yet again, taken recourse 
to doing so. There is enough evidence that fertility rates among 

Muslims are close to that of Hindus and the Census — inexplicably 

delayed by the Union Home Ministry — could show a drastic 

reduction in fertility rates across all sections as past Censuses and 

other credible surveys such as the NFHS have shown. The term, 
“infiltrator”, is a crass term often used as a dog whistle. The facts 
are easily available and well-known but that has not deterred 

the rabble-rousers from whipping up a frenzy. Sadly, India’s 

public sphere has been contaminated with disinformation for 

over a decade. The use of social media messaging and television 

channels to amplify such rhetoric has made rabble-rousing 

immune to the consequences of being proven false. Besides, 

parties such as the BJP have been uncomfortable with aspects 

of social justice and egalitarianism that include redistribution 

and that explains its use of a demonisation of “others” as a way 

to distract from questions related to equity and casteism and 

social churning.
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For workers world over May 
1st is an important day to 

be remembered and celebrat-
ed. This day reminds us of the 
glorious history of the working 
class struggles and the need 
to unite and fight to liberate 
working class from exploita-
tion. The working class started 
observing May 1 as their Inter-
national Day since 1890 as per 
call of The Second International 
which met at Paris in July 
1989. This was in the great 
and inspiring memory of work-
ers’ agitations held in United 
States, especially in Chicago, 
from May 1 to 4, 1886 and the 
subsequent police firing on 
May 4th in Haymarket Square 
in which many agitators lost 
their lives.  

It was a time when workers 
were put to extreme exploita-
tion. They were forced to work 
for 12 to 16 hours a day with no 
proper interval to rest or proper 
safety and welfare measures. 
Workers could not even dream 
of a happy family life. It was in 
this background they dared to 
organise and protest at various 
centres and raise their demand 
for eight hours work, eight 
hours rest and eight hours rec-
reation. Naturally this slogan 
caught the hearts of workers 
who were desperate with the 
inhuman treatments from the 
employers. The struggles and 
sacrifices of the workers at 
Chicago instilled confidence in 

REMEMBERED

the minds of the workers world 
over that this exploitation can 
be resisted and gave them 
hope that a new dawn is pos-
sible. The May Day celebration 
since 1890 renews this hope 
and confidence and promotes 
working class movement in 
many countries including In-
dia. Workers later on started 
raising demands for equal pay 
for equal work, Trade Union 
Rights, job security, etc too.

May Day celebrations over 
years have contributed to 
building working class unity 
and promoting working class 
ideology. When their move-
ment started growing work-
ers realised that they cannot 
confine to their economic de-
mands alone. They started 
raising political demands too, 
which in turn supplemented 
their struggles on their own 
issues. In 1930s we heard from 
Europe the slogan “Fascism 
means War”. Towards the end 
of Second World War we could 
see the working class taking 
part actively in anti Imperi-
alist struggles and National 
Liberation movements in their 
respective countries. When 
they could not observe May 
Day in 1976, after imposition 
of internal emergency, Indian 
workers realised that when 
democratic rights of the society 
are curtailed workers also will 
lose their trade union demo-
cratic rights. 

Today when attack on working 

class is manifold, their response 

also should be similar. The 

May Day reminds us the need 

to stage battles on economic, 

political and ideological fronts.  It 

will be easy to mobilise workers 

on their economic issues. But 

to mobilise them against the 

political atmosphere that create 

these economic issues won’t be 

so easy. 

But this political task has to 

be undertaken. Working class 

with its correct political and 

ideological understanding is a 

potential threat to the capitalist 

system and a tool to bring in 

social transformation. 

When we celebrate this May 

Day let us pledge to 

make our movement strong with 

a correct political and ideological 

understanding.

P P Krishnan

WHAT IS 
  TO BE 
  DONE

(Writer is President, 

SZIEF) 
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These lessons and experi-
ences are important when we 
celebrate the 135th May day this 
year. May Day commemorates 
the working class struggles 
to ensure regulated working 
hours and other welfare mea-
sures and to resist the exploita-
tion they were subjected to. 
In the course of time workers 
could advance a lot and gov-
ernments in many countries 
were forced to enact pro-labour 
legislations and adopt various 
welfare measures. This in turn 
also resulted in increased pro-
duction and increased profit on 
capital. Though the capitalists 
were happy on this, they were 
never happy with the rights 
and privileges offered to the 
workers. They always were in 
search of ways to exploit the 
workers further and maximise 
their profit. The advent of neo 
liberalism gave them such an 
opportunity. The present day 
challenges before the working 
class are mostly connected 
with the neo liberal economic 
policies which are basically anti 
worker and pro corporate. Un-
der the neo liberal regime many 
of the hard earned benefits of 
the workers are being snatched 
away, anti worker enactments 
including those for increasing 
working hours, reducing wel-
fare measures and promoting 
hire and fire policies are im-
posed and workers are thrown 
to a modern slavery. This natu-
rally leads to severe discontent 
among workers. In the absence 
of a strong and convincing pro 
worker alternative, right wing 
political groups are encashing 
on this discontent and in some 
countries they even came to 
power. But they too continue 
the same policies, that too with 
much more vigour.

But these right wing groups 
and other advocates of neo lib-
eralism are never satisfied with 

the speed with which these 
policies are being implemented. 
They are aware that the strug-
gles against these policies are 
a major hurdle that restricts 
this speed. These struggles 
are mainly by workers and 
Trade Unions are mobilising 
the workers. The political left 
is extending its sustained sup-
port to those struggles. So they 
realise that for a speedier im-
plementation of their policies 
these components (struggles, 
workers, Trade Unions and the 
Left) are to be eliminated or 
atleast weakened. This job is 
taken care of by the proponents 
of neo liberalism along with the 
policy implementation. 

Ideological and physical 
attack on workers’ resistance 
is common under neo liberal 
regime. We can see widespread 
campaigns by the rightwing 
groups and media against 
struggles. They try to establish 
that struggles are anti national 
and are against development. 
To dissuade workers from re-
sistance they try to make them 
believe that struggles will bring 
no gains. When this ideological 
campaign fails to yield desired 
results, through enactments 
they make strikes illegal and 
difficult to organise. Sometimes 
the workers on agitation are 
physically attacked too. 

Despite the use of tech-
nology capitalists have to en-
gage workers because without 
them no production is 
possible. But with a 
view to minimise their 
potential to organise 
and agitate, perma-
nent employment is 
reduced drastically and 
is replaced with casual, 
contract, daily wage 
employees who are less 
unionised. This will 
add to their profit also. 

Fixed Term Employment is a 
recent addition to this. Even 
in organised sector informal 
employment is increasing. Ac-
cording to Public Enterprises 
Survey 2019-20 number of 
Casual and daily rated workers 
in CPSEs increased by 178% 
between 2015-16 and 2019-20. 
During the same period, num-
ber of contractual employees 
increased by 86% and that of 
regular employees went down 
by 25%. In 2022-23 43.4% of 
total workforce in CPSEs be-
longs to non permanent catego-
ry which was 37% in 2019-20 
and 19% in 2016. To weaken 
the working class unity the 
right wing groups world over 
promote divisive identities. The 
strong corporate communal 
nexus prevalent in India is part 
of this.

Under neo liberal regime 
Trade Unions are severely at-
tacked. Every effort is taken to 
make Trade Union formation 
and its functioning difficult or 
practically impossible. Labour 
laws are amended to take 
away the workers’ trade union 
democratic rights. Recent de 
recognition of NFPE and im-
position of conditions on who 
should represent a union in 
discussion with management 
as seen in LIC recently are part 
of these games. TU movements 
in our public sector undertak-
ings are very vibrant and are 
always taking a leading role 
in struggles against these pol-

When attempts are there to weaken the Trade 

Union movement and the workers’ resistance, a 

question naturally arises, what is to be done? It 

is a fact that there is a rightward shift in politics 

world over. But that doesn’t mean that this shift or 

the policies are irreversible. Workers of different 

sectors in different countries are already on the 

street raising various issues confronting them. 

Many a times they are victorious too.
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icies. PSUs are attacked not 
because they are loss mak-
ing. As per Public Enterprises 
Survey 2022-23 the CPSEs 
have generated an overall net 
profit of 2.12 Lakh Crores, de-
clared a dividend of 1.05 Lakh 
Crores, and contributed 4.58 
Lakh Crores to Government 
exchequer by way of taxes, 
duties etc. The Reserves and 
Surpluses as on 31.03.2023 
stand at 12.81 Lakh Crores. 
By dismantling the PSUs they 
wish to weaken both the Trade 
Union movements and their re-
sistances. The attack on Con-
stitutional values that uphold 
democracy, the mother right 
that delivers trade union rights 
to workers, is also a challenge 
to Trade Union functioning. 

The political Left acts as 
a catalyst in organising the 
workers in different sectors 
including agricultural workers. 
Because of their ideological 
commitment to the working 
class and unwavering opposi-
tion to the neo liberalism the 
left extends constant support 
to the working class struggles. 
So weakening the Left also 
means weakening the resis-
tance against these policies. 
That is why the Left, though 
not a big political force in India 
is attacked by the right wing 
groups and media.

When attempts are there 
to weaken the Trade Union 
movement and the workers’ re-

sistance, a question naturally 
arises, what is to be done? It is 
a fact that there is a rightward 
shift in politics world over. But 
that doesn’t mean that this 
shift or the policies are irre-
versible. Workers of different 
sectors in different countries 
are already on the street rais-
ing various issues confronting 
them. Many a times they are 
victorious too. There are so 
many inspiring instances of 
working class resistance that 
give us confidence that this 
rightward shift and policies are 
reversible. Year long agitation 
by Indian farmers, courting 
innumerable sacrifices, forced 
the government to withdraw 
Farm laws enacted by the 
Parliament. Continued exis-
tence of LIC in public sector, 
withdrawal of government from 
its decision to privatise Salem 
steel plant, successful resis-
tance to government’s move 
to privatise Vizag steel plant, 
resistance to privatisation of 
Electricity sector, resistance 
to the move to privatise PSBs 
etc are some among them. Uni-
ty developed among workers 
under joint platform of trade 
unions, unity of farmers under 
Samyuktha Kissan Morcha 
and the emerging broader unity 
of Workers, Farmers and agri-
cultural workers enthuse con-
fidence that the resistance to 
the policies can be intensified. 
Attempts to disturb the unity 
of working class by promoting 

divisive identities are to be 
fought by upholding identity 
as a worker and preserving 
secular premises.

When we celebrate May 
Day this year our Nation is in 
the midst of elections to the 
Lok Sabha. For workers, right 
to vote is also a weapon to 
further their struggle against 
the anti worker policies of the 
government. It is important 
for workers to retain our Na-
tion as a democratic, secular 
republic that upholds values 
of justice, equality, fraternity, 
unity in diversity etc. A vote in 
its favour will strengthen the 
working class movement and 
their struggles.

Today when attack on 
working class is manifold, 
their response also should be 
similar. The May Day reminds 
us the need to stage battles on 
economic, political and ideo-
logical fronts. It will be easy 
to mobilise workers on their 
economic issues. But to mo-
bilise them against the political 
atmosphere that create these 
economic issues won’t be so 
easy. But this political task 
has to be undertaken. Every 
worker is part of the working 
class. But that doesn’t mean 
that he carries working class 
consciousness. That is to be 
inculcated through conscious 
efforts for which ideological 
battle is a must. Working class 
with its correct political and 
ideological understanding is 
a potential threat to the cap-
italist system and a tool to 
bring in social transformation. 
When we celebrate this May 
Day let us pledge to make our 
movement strong with a cor-
rect political and ideological 
understanding.  
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In a landmark judgement, 
the supreme court on 15th 

February 2024 struck down as 
unconstitutional and manifestly 
arbitrary the electoral bonds 
scheme introduced by the 
Modi government in 2017. A 
five judge bench headed by the 
Chief Justice of India held that 
the Union government’s scheme 
and the preceding amendments 
made to the Representation 
of People Act, the Companies 
Act and the Income tax act 
violated the voters right to 
information about political 
funding under Article 19(1)(a) 
of the Constitution.
A way to amass funds

with no accountability 

When the electoral bonds 
scheme was introduced in 
parliament in 2017 by the Modi 
government it was claimed 
as a reform towards cleaner 
political funding. The then 
Finance Minister, the late Arun 
Jaitley argued that there was 
too much cash sloshing around 
in electoral politics and there 
needed to be a way to ensure 
that white money comes in 

through electronic banking 
channels. 

Contrary to the claims, the 
scheme, from its inception itself 
has helped the ruling party 
amass funds in a clandestine 
manner. Electoral Bonds ensure 
anonymity. Since it is a bearer 
bond with no names on it, 
donors were assured that their 
names would never be revealed. 
This is Zero accountability. 
The transactions between the 
political parties and donors 
would remain completely 
hidden from the general public. 
This is absolutely unethical. 
A scheme which involves 
huge volume of money has no 
accountability on the part of 
both the parties, the giver and 
the receiver.

Now with the SBI, having 
released the list of donors, the 
beneficiaries of the scheme 
have been exposed. Of the 
total number of electoral bonds 
worth Rs.12,008 Crore sold 
between 2017-18 and 2022-
23, the ruling party, BJP has 
received nearly 55% or Rs.6,564 
Crore. Three of the top five 

Electoral Bonds

- Legalizing Corruption

In the judgement in the electoral 

bonds case, the Chief Justice 

said that the absolute 

non-disclosure of the source of 

political funding through electoral 

bonds, promoted corruption and 

a culture of quid pro quo with 

the ruling party to introduce a 

policy change or for bagging a 

license. The Court also said: “The 

scheme and the amendments 

authorised unrestrained influence 
of corporates in the electoral 

process”.

With the blatant misuse of ED, 

CBI, IT to raid companies, who 

then donate huge funds to the 

parties through electoral bonds.... 

Even after the condemnations of 

the highest court of this country, 

the Modi government has not 

announced its withdrawal. 

The Electoral Bonds is a system 

to legalize corruption. It has to 

be dispensed with immediately.

S.Sivasubramanian 

Images courtesy: MAli, aaroanand & The Quint

(Writer is Treasurer, 

SZIEF)
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donor companies donated their 
largest amount to the BJP. The 
data also shows that BJP got 
93% of bonds before the 2019 
Lok Sabha polls. The electoral 
bonds scheme has exposed the 
nexus between the business 
and politics. Huge favours 
are exchanged in the name of 
“ease of doing business “. For 
example, Mega Engineering, 
started in 1989 with less than 
10 people, has a turnover of 
Rs.40,000 crore today. It comes 
second in giving donations 
through electoral bonds. 
The Megha group donated 
Rs.1,232/- crore between April 
2019 and November 2023. The 
donation is not without its 
return for the group from the 
ruling party. In April 2023, 
just a month after it donated 
Rs.140 crore, it got the Thane 
- Borivali Train Tunnel project 
worth Rs.14,400/- crore. The 
directors of the company have 
benefitted directly. They have 
moved forward in the list of 
global rich from the 800s to 
500s. The wealth of the two 
directors has increased by 53% 
and 51% respectively and today 
both have assets worth 6 billion 
dollars each. This is not about 
one company. There are many 
such companies which are 
said to have received favours 
in exchange for bonds.
The unethical use 

of Central Agencies 

Apart from the voluntary 
con t r i bu t i ons  f r om the 
corporates which get huge 
contracts and patronage in 

return, the government has 
one more way to make the big 
business and the corporates 
contribute to the electoral 
bonds. That is, utilising the 
Central Government agencies 
like Enforcement Directorate, 
CBI, IT etc unethically. The 
revelations made by the SBI 
has affirmed this. Several 

companies bought electoral 
bonds after they were faced 
with action by the Central 
Government agencies as 
referred to above. 41 firms 
which donated Rs.2471/- 
crore to the BJP under the 
electoral bonds scheme faced 
probe by government agencies 
l ike the CBI, ED and IT 
department. Atleast 30 shell 
companies purchased electoral 
bonds worth over Rs.143 
crore according to Prashant 
Bhushan who appeared for 
the Petitioners in the electoral 
bonds case. Kalpataru group 
gave Rs.5.5 crore to the ruling 
party within 3 months of an IT 
department raid on December 
1, 2021 and November 12, 
2023 respectively. Aurobindo 
Pharma gave Rs.5 crore to the 
BJP within 3 months of the ED 
raid on November 10, 2022. A 
closer look at the electoral bond 
data indicates several firms 
in the pharmaceutical sector 
that purchased the bonds 
were under the scanner of the 
Enforcement Directorate or the 
IT department at some point in 
the last five years.
Amending the Acts 

to its needs 

Never  in  the  past ,  a 
government has amended this 
much number of Acts as it was 
done in the case of electoral 
bonds scheme. Section 29C of 
the Representation of People 
Act, Section 13A of the Income 
Tax Act and Section 182 of the 
Companies Act have all been 
amended while introducing the 
Electoral Bonds scheme.

The original section 29C of 
the Representation of People 
Act required political parties to 
publicly disclose contributions 
in excess of Rs.20,000/-, 
received even through cheques 
and the electronic cleaning 
system. The amendment 
allowed a complete exemption 

for political parties to publish 
contributions received through 
electoral bonds.

Section 13A of the Income 
Tax Act was amended which 
freed parties from the obligation 
of keeping a detailed record of 
contributions received through 
electoral bonds.

S e c t i o n  1 8 2  o f  t h e 
Companies Act has mandated 
that companies could donate 
only upto 7.5% of three years 
of their net aggregate income. 
An amendment to this Act 
lifted this cap and allowed 
unlimited and anonymous 
corporate donations to political 
parties.

It is atrocious that so many 
laws have been amended to the 
convenience of the donors as 
well as the parties.
“No” to the RBI and 

the Election Commission 

At the time when the 
scheme was being conceived, 
two key institutions - the RBI 
and the Election Commission 
of India have opposed it and 
expressed their reservations 
over it. 

On 25th March 2019, the 
Election Commission of India 
filed an affidavit opposing the 
Electoral Bond Scheme. Earlier 
the ECI wrote to the Ministry 
of Law and Justice stating that 
“the amendment which has 
been made - that any donation 
received by a political party 
through electoral bonds is 
out of the ambit of reporting 
under  the Contr ibut ion 
Report as prescribed in the 
Representation of People 
Act 1951 - “is a retrograde 
step as far as transparency 
of donations is concerned 
and this proviso needs to 
be withdrawn “. Further, 
referring to the deletion of the 
provision in the Companies 
Act requiring Companies to 
disclose particulars of the 
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amount contributed to specific 
political parties, the ECI had 
recommended that “companies 
contributing to political parties 
must declare party-wise 
contributions in the Profit 
and Loss account to maintain 
transparency in the financial 
funding of political parties “. 
The Election Commission has 
also recommended that “the 
earlier provision prescribing 
a cap on corporate funding 
be reintroduced because 
unlimited corporate funding 
would increase the use of black 
money for political funding 
through shell companies”.

The RBI had also made 
known its objections on the 
scheme. The RBI had 3 main 
arguments:

1.The RBI had argued that 
this proposal to allow any 
other bank to issue electoral 
bonds - militated against 
RBI’s sole authority for issuing 
bearer instruments which 
has the potential of becoming 
currency. RBI was of the 
opinion that if such electoral 
bonds are issued in sizeable 
quantities they can undermine 
the faith in Bank notes issued 
by the Central Bank.

2. The RBI also noted 
that while the identity of the 
person or entity purchasing 
the bearer bond will be known 
because of the know your 

customer requirement, the 
identity of the intervening 
persons/entities will not be 
known. “This would impact the 
principles of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 2002” 
it stated.

3. The RBI was of the 
opinion that the intention of 
introducing electoral bonds 
-that the electoral contributions 
be paid out of tax paid money - 
can be accomplished by cheque, 
demand draft and electronic 
and digital payments. “There is 
no special need for introducing 
here a new bearer Bond in 
the form of electoral bonds” it 
stated.

Despite the opposition and 
the reservations expressed 
by the RBI, the scheme was 

floated and the SBI was given 
the exclusive right to issue the 
Electoral Bonds. Never in the 
past, a public sector bank was 
utilised for a scam like scheme 
as SBI was in the case of 
Electoral Bonds. On March 12, 
SBI submitted electoral bond 
data to the Election Commission 
of India in compliance with 
the Supreme Court order. 
Earlier, SBI has requested an 
extension of the deadline until 
June 30 to disclose the data. 
But the request was rejected 
by the Supreme Court wth a 
stern warning “While we are 
not inclined to exercise the 
contempt jurisdiction at this 
time, we place SBI on notice 
that this Court may be inclined 
to proceed against it for wilful 

EDITORIAL OF DECCAN HERALD 20/4/24

PM IS DEFENDING THE 
INDEFENSIBLE

The Prime Minister has said that the court’s decision 

has pushed contributions made to parties towards “Black 

Money”, referring to the system of political donations that 

prevailed before the bonds scheme was introduced in 2017.

It is inappropriate on the part 
of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi to continue to defend, and 
even commend, the Electoral 
Bonds Scheme, which was 

struck down as 
unconstitutional 
by the Supreme 
court in February 
this year.

T h e  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  h a s 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
court’s decision 
h a s  p u s h e d 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
made to parties 
towards “black 
money”, referring 
t o  the  s ys t em 

of political donations that 
prevailed before the bonds 
scheme was introduced in 
2017. The Prime Minister said: 
“When they think honestly, 
everyone will regret it.” 

The BJP has tr ied to 
defend Elecoral Bonds even 
after the court’s judgement. 
It is one thing for a political 
party and its leaders to defend 
a law or a decision of the 
government and criticise the 
court’s judgement on it, but it 
is an entirely different matter 
when the Prime Minister goes 
to the defence in a matter in 
which the apex court found 
not only the scheme itself to 
be “unconstitutional” but also 
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disobedience if SBI does not 
comply with the timeline 
indicated in this order”. “Since 
the apex court ‘s order, SBI 
has supplied the Electoral 
Bond data in as chaotic and 
convulted a fashion as possible. 
It  has missed deadlines, 
details and directions. And 
even though several months 
of data are still missing, the 
bank deleted electoral bonds 
related documents from its 
website” says Mitali Mukherjee.  
(Frontline March 18, 2024.)
Legalizing Corruption 

In the judgement in the 
electoral bonds case, the Chief 
Justice said that the absolute 
non-disclosure of the source 
of political funding through 
electoral bonds, promoted 

corruption and a culture of 
quid pro quo with the ruling 
party to introduce a policy 
change or for bagging a license. 
The Court also said: “The 
scheme and the amendments 
author ised unrestra ined 
influence of corporates in the 
electoral process”.

 With the blatant misuse of 
ED, CBI, IT to raid companies, 
who then donate huge funds 
to the parties through electoral 
bonds, the obnoxious way 
in which the amendments 

found the amendments made 
to key laws governing elections, 
taxation and corporate affairs 
to enable such a scheme to be 
“illegal”.

The  Pr ime Min is ter ’ s 
arguments are not correct and 
valid, either. He said the bonds 
scheme was more transparent 
than the previous system. But 
it is was indeed over the lack 
of transparency that the court 
scrapped it. 

The  Pr ime Min is ter ’ s 
definition of transparency 
seems to be that the donors 
and recipients of Electoral 
Bonds were transparent to him 
and his government through 
the SBI; the court’s definition 
of transparency, and the 
commonly accepted definition 
of transparency, is that this 
information – who is funding 
our political parties – must 
be transparent to the public, 
especially the voter.

The court also rejected 
the government’s argument 
about curbing black money by 
pointing out that there are other 

ways to do so. The government 
had made provisions that 
enabled parties not to keep 
a record of the contributions 
they received and allowed 
individuals and companies to 
make unlimited contributions, 
even if they were running in 
losses themselves.

The Prime Minister must 
explain to the nation what the 
intent behind these provisions 
were and whether they served 
the purpose of transparency or 
curbing black money.

The misuse of the scheme, 
as seen in the many disclosures 
made after the court forced the 
SBI to reveal the names of the 
donors, further justified the 
scrapping of the scheme.

The Prime Minister denied 
charges about the misuse 
of the scheme and pointed 
out that opposition parties 

had also received donations 
from companies. But several 
cases have come to light in 
which companies have made 
donations after they were 
raided by central investigating 
agencies. That could only be 
considered as misuse of the 
scheme.

If the opposition parties 
coerced companies to make 
donations in states where 
they were in power, that would 
also amount to misuse of the 
scheme. The Prime Minister 
said there is a need to learn 
and improve and formulate a 
new system. That is welcome. 
But it is unfortunate that he 
is still defending a scheme 
that the Supreme Court has 
dubbed “unconstitutional” 
and the whole country has 
come to see as such.

to various acts are carried 
out, utilising a public sector 
bank in spite of the objections 
raised by the RBI, ignoring 
the objections raised by the 
Election Commission of India 
- the Electoral Bond Scheme 
was floated. Even after the 
condemnations of the highest 
court of this country, the Modi 
government has not announced 
its withdrawal. The Electoral 
Bonds is a system to legalize 
corruption. I t  has to be 
dispensed with immediately.

Cartoon 

courtesy: 

Alok Nirantar, 

facebook
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The nation would celebrate 
the 133rd birth anniversary 

of Bharat Ratna Babasaheb 
Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar, 
the ‘Architect of the Indian 
Constitution’ on the 14th of 
April 2024. The day is also 
called ‘Knowledge Day’ and 
‘Equality Day’ in some places. 
Dr. Ambedkar’s whole life is 
a courageous and relentless 
struggle against inhuman so-
cial injustice, inequality and 
discrimination. He was a rare 
and exceptional world-class 
iconoclast and statesman who 
rose from the bottom to the 
top. He was a spokesperson, 
par excellence, of the toiling 
masses i.e. the workers, small 
peasants, landless labourers 
and women.

A thinker is always judged 
by his/her intellectual contri-
bution. The significance of a 
thinker and statesman, or an 
iconoclast confronting injus-
tice, is judged by time. Their 
thinking and actions set a 
benchmark for a timeless time. 
An erudite scholar and revo-
lutionary thinker; one of the 
finest flowers of the twentieth 

century renaissance; a valiant 
fighter for human freedom and 
dignity, Dr. BR Ambedkar’s life 
and work shall remain a source 
of inspiration for generations 
to come, for he was ahead of 
his time. His importance will 
endure because the oppressed 
have started to raise their 
voice and he continues to be 
relevant across the globe, even 
today. On this happy occasion 
of ‘Ambedkar Jayanthi’, let 
us rededicate ourselves to the 
cause of uplifting the ideals of 
this great visionary.

Dr. Ambedkar was chair-
man of the drafting committee 
that was constituted by the 
Constituent Assembly in 1947 
to draft a constitution for the 
independent India. He was per-
haps the first Indian political 
thinker, who had a clear vision 
of the type of democracy needed 
by India and proceeded to draft 
the constitution accordingly. 
By “democracy” Dr. Ambedkar 
refers to fundamental changes 
in the social and economic life 
of the people and the accep-
tance of those changes by the 
people without resorting to 

Dr. Ambedkar’s teachings are of 

more relevance today, than ever 

before. The Indian democracy, 

for which he fought so hard to 

establish, is under threat. The 

very foundation of our nation, 

the Constitution, is facing 

unprecedented assaults from 

forces that seek to undermine its 

core values and replace it.. 

The basic structure of the 

constitution is sought to be 

dismantled. The principles of 

justice, equality, fraternity and 

liberty are being tested, 

as never before. The pillars 

of our democracy are being 

weakened. Attacks on the 

Fundamental rights and freedom 

are on the rise. Independence 

of the democratic institutions is 

compromised. 

Democratic voice of dissent is 

being suppressed, ruthlessly.

AMBEDKAR JAYANTHI 2024

T.V.N.S. RAVINDRANATH

NEED TO DEFEND 

THE CONSTITUTION

Writer is 

General Secretary, 

SCZIEF)

Courtesy:Alok Nirantar, facebook
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disputes and bloodshed. He de-
sired to remove the contradic-
tions created by economic and 
social inequalities. He wanted 
to establish the principle of 

one man, one vote, and one 

vote one value not only in the 
political life of India but also 
in social and economic life. He 
said, 

“We must make our political 

democracy, a social democ-

racy as well. Political de-

mocracy cannot last unless 

there lies at the base of it, 

social democracy.”

Dr. Ambedkar dared to say 
what was right and wrong— 
he always spoke the truth. He 
judged society through the lens 
of justice. He claimed that all 
humans are equal and free. 
He believed that the misrecog-
nition of communities and 
identities creates tyranny and 
inequality, which leads to sys-
temic injustice. Caste exists in 
asymmetric graded inequality 
of power that distorts the worth 
of human recognition. Treating 
a person or a community with 
indignation is an act of anti- 
humanity. It is an offence to the 
fundamental notion of justice 
in which a person’s freedom 
and equality are violated. Dr. 
Ambedkar argued that concept 
of human capital in India is 
useless if the poorer and down 
trodden untouchable dalits are 
not recognized by other class-
es as human being with equal 
social prestige and religious 
basis. In his talk to BBC about 
Prospects of Democracy in In-
dia, Dr. Ambedkar says: 

“To give education to those 

who want to keep up the 

caste system is not to im-

prove the prospect of de-

mocracy in India but to put 

our democracy in India in 

greater jeopardy.”

Dr. Ambedkar quoted that 
“A great man is different from 

an eminent one in that he is 

ready to be the servant of the 

society.” Indeed, Dr. Ambed-
kar falls into the list of great 
men who have served India 
since time immemorial. But it 
is a tragedy that he has been 
reduced to a Dalit icon and 
is remembered only as the 
Chairman of the Constitution 
Drafting Committee of India. 
But Dr. Ambedkar’s contri-
bution in shaping the modern 
India is not limited to framing 
the constitution or champi-
oning the rights of dalits and 
socio-religious reforms. It is 
necessary to remember his role 
in the other arenas, during the 
crucial period of shaping-up 
modern India.

Dr. Ambedkar considered 
education as a means to bring 
revolutionary social change 
and develop critical, emancipa-
tory and egalitarian knowledge 
for a good society to evolve. He 
created a standard to pursue 
education to acquire knowledge 
and intellectual excellence. 
According to Dr. Ambedkar, 
the intellectual class, if not the 
governing class, is the most 
influential in any country. The 
intellectual class could foresee, 
advice and lead the country, 
whose destiny depended on it. 

If the intellectual class is 

dishonest and indifferent to the 

plight of the rest of the society, 

it can’t be helpful when the so-

ciety is in crisis. Intellectualism 

without virtue is meaningless. A 

knowledgeable person without 

morality is dangerous.

In his essay ‘Conditions 
and Precedent for a Successful 

Working of Democracy’, Dr. 
Ambedkar identified that one 
of the conditions and prece-
dents of a democracy is to have 
an Opposition. He writes: 

“Democracy requires not 

only that the government 

should be subject to a veto, 

a long- term veto of five 

years, at the hands of the 

people, but there must be 

an immediate veto… De-

mocracy means that no-

body has the perpetual 

authority to rule, rather the 

rule is subject to sanction 

by the people and can be 

challenged in the house 

itself.”

The second necessary con-
dition and precedent of de-
mocracy, Dr. Ambedkar writes 
is “constitutional morality 

and public conscience”. 

“In the name of democra-

cy, there must be no tyr-

anny of the majority over 

the minority. The minority 

must always feel safe that 

although the majority is 

carrying on the government, 

the minority is not being 

hurt or the minority is not 

being hit below the belt.” 

Dr. Ambedkar offers a 
normative to political democ-
racy that helps to develop 
critical thinking in the minds 
of citizen, towards a vibrant 
democracy.

Dr. Ambedkar’s teachings 
are of more relevance today, 
than ever before. The Indian 
democracy, for which he fought 
so hard to establish, is under 
threat. The very foundation of 
our nation, the Constitution, 
is facing unprecedented as-
saults from forces that seek to 
undermine its core values and 
replace it. The basic structure 

May 2024 17

Insurance Worker



of the constitution is sought to 
be dismantled. The principles 
of justice, equality, fraternity 
and liberty are being tested, as 
never before. The pillars of our 
democracy are being weakened. 
Attacks on the Fundamental 
rights and freedom are on 
the rise. Independence of the 
democratic institutions is com-
promised. Democratic voice of 
dissent is being suppressed, 
ruthlessly. Attacks on the dal-
its, minorities and women are 
increasing.

The authoritarian regime at 
the center is determinedly and 
dangerously pursuing divisive 
politics through sharpening of 
communal polarization, trying 
to forcefully impose a majori-
tarian rule on the people of the 
country. The country, today, 
has the dubious distinction of 
being labeled as an “electoral 
autocracy” and a “partially free” 
country, by the international 
agencies and media. The media 
and the opposition are being 
targeted singularly. Indepen-
dent journalists and opposition 
leaders are being arrested and 
sent to jail, under the draconi-
an laws of PMLA & UAPA, with 
the active connivance of ED, 
CBI, IT & Police.

The country’s economy is in 
doldrums. The government is 
trying to hoodwink the people 
with false narratives of growth. 
The unemployment rate, hover-
ing around 7-8%, is the highest 
in last

45 years. The government 
has utterly failed to control 
the inflation and the prices of 
food/essential commodities 
are sky rocketing. Over 25 
crores of the population are 
below the poverty line and 
the government itself declared 

that 83 crore population is 
dependent on free ration. The 
pro-corporate government is 
going berserk in dismantling 
and selling away, the public 
sector. All the public assets 
are being handed over to the 
corporate and private capital, 
on a platter. Public sector LIC 
is being targeted and sought to 
be privatized. The government 
has already declared that In-
surance Laws Amendments, 
facilitating further reforms, will 
be brought forward within 100 
days of assuming office, if voted 
to power once again. This is a 
serious threat imposing on the 
industry.

In this background, the 
forthcoming General Elections, 
to be held in the months of 
April and May, 2024, will be a 
defining moment in the history 
of the country. It is a defining 

GROUP MEDICLAIM SCHEME 
– RENEWAL FOR THE YEAR 2024-25

Salient Features:

1. The Group Mediclaim Policy is renewed with New India 
Assurance Company Limited.

 
2. Policy period: 01.04.2024 to 31.03.2025 (both days 

included).

3. Maximum Room Rent limit extended to Rs.12,000/- 
per day from the existing limit of Rs.10,000/- per day 
for the cities: MUMBAI(Metropolitan Region) ; NEW 
DELHI (including Faridabad, Ghaziabad & Gurgaon) 
; CHENNAI & KOLKATA – for those who opted for SI 
coverage of Rs.40 lakhs; Rs.50 lakhs & Rs.75 Lakhs.

4. The limit on payment for Cataract has been increased 
to Rs.70,000/- (from the existing Rs.60,000/-)

5. There is increase in premium to the extent of 11.6% 
uniformly across all slabs.

All other conditions / features remain the same as earlier.

moment for the survival of 
democracy, the constitution, 
the secular fabric of the nation 
and the public sector LIC itself. 
Therefore, it is incumbent upon 
all of us to stand up against 
these authoritarian forces and 
defend the democracy and the 
constitution with all our might. 
Exercising our franchise judi-
ciously, while voting, is only the 
surest way to ensure this.

On this auspicious day, 
let us recommit ourselves to 
the ideals of justice, equality, 
fraternity and liberty. Let us 
pledge to safeguard the Con-
stitution from the forces of 
tyranny and oppression. Let 
us honor the legacy of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar by ensuring that 
his dream of a just and inclu-
sive society is realized in our 
lifetime.

vÉ 
 wÉ

May 202418

Insurance Worker



ÌiÉUÉåÌWûiÉ WûÉåiÉÏ 
xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉÌlÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ eÉuÉÉoÉSåWûÏ
WûqÉ AÉeÉ SåvÉ qÉåÇ LMü LåxÉå UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü 
SÉæU qÉåÇ mÉWÒûÇcÉ aÉrÉå WæûÇ, eÉWûÉÇ xÉ¨ÉÉ AÉæU 
xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉlÉ AmÉlÉÏ eÉuÉÉoÉSåWûÏ 
MüÉå pÉÔsÉ xÉ¨ÉÉvÉÉWûÏ AlÉxÉUhÉ qÉåÇ qÉiÉ-
ÌuÉqÉiÉ MüÐ mÉUuÉÉWû ÌMürÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü 
qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ MüÉ WûuÉlÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| pÉÉeÉmÉÉ-AÉU.
LxÉ.LxÉ. lÉÏiÉ MåülSì xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ lÉå UÉeÉlÉæÌiÉMü lÉæÌiÉMüiÉÉ AÉæU 
xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉåÇ UWûiÉå WÒûL xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü eÉuÉÉoÉSåWûÏ 
SÉålÉÉåÇ MüÉå WûÏ ÌoÉxÉUÉ ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU AmÉlÉÉ 
qÉlÉqÉÉlÉÉ mÉæqÉÉlÉÉ oÉlÉÉMüU LMü ÌSlÉ mÉWûsÉå 
pÉUÏ eÉlÉxÉpÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÎeÉlÉMüÉå uÉå xÉoÉxÉå 
oÉÄQûÉ pÉë· oÉiÉÉiÉå WæûÇ, SÕxÉUå ÌSlÉ ExÉ 
qÉWûÉpÉë· urÉÌ£ü Måü ElÉMüÐ mÉÉOûÏï MüÐ 
xÉSxrÉiÉÉ aÉëWûhÉ MüUiÉå WûÏ, uÉWû qÉWûÉpÉë· 
xuÉcNû WûÉå xÉÑÍcÉiÉÉuÉÉSÏ WûÉå eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| 
ExÉå pÉë·ÉcÉÉU Måü xÉÉUå qÉÉqÉsÉÉÇüå xÉå UÉWûiÉ 
ÍqÉsÉ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû AÉæU uÉWû mÉÉMü xÉÉTü WûÉå 
eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| AmÉëæsÉ,2024 Måü CÇÌQûrÉlÉ 
LqxÉmÉëåxÉ AZÉoÉÉU lÉå ÍxÉsÉÍxÉsÉåuÉÉU mÉÔUå 
ÌuÉwsÉåwÉhÉÉiqÉMü orÉÉæUå Måü xÉÉjÉ lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ 
Måü qÉWûÉpÉë·ÉåÇ Måü AmÉlÉÏ uÉÊÌvÉaÉ qÉwÉÏlÉ xÉå 
lÉWûsÉÉMüU MüÍjÉiÉ xuÉcNûiÉÉ Måü ÌÄRûÄRûÉåUå 
MüÐ mÉÉåsÉ ZÉÉåsÉMüU mÉÔUå SåvÉMåü xÉÉqÉlÉå 
UZÉ SÏ Wæû| AZÉoÉÉU lÉå AmÉlÉå ÌuÉwsÉåwÉhÉ 
qÉåÇ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ Måü 
MüÉsÉ qÉåÇ uÉÉqÉSsÉÉåÇ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûMüU 
MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ uÉ AlrÉ SsÉÉåÇ xÉå 25 
MüÍjÉiÉ qÉWûÉpÉë· lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ lÉå pÉÉeÉmÉÉ 
MüÐ xÉSxrÉiÉÉ sÉÏ ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ xÉå 23 
MüÉå iÉÑUliÉ eÉÉÇcÉ LeÉåÎlxÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå 
UÉWûiÉ ÍqÉsÉ aÉD rÉÉ ElÉMåü qÉÉqÉsÉå 
PûÇQåû oÉxiÉå qÉåÇ QûÉsÉ ÌSrÉå aÉrÉå| ClÉqÉåÇ 
xÉå MüD qÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ, EmÉqÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ iÉÉå 
MüÉåD qÉÇ§ÉÏ, UÉerÉxÉpÉÉ xÉÉÇxÉS rÉÉ 
ÌTüU ÌuÉkÉÉrÉMü oÉlÉ aÉrÉå| ClÉqÉåÇ xÉå 
MüD ApÉÏ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü ÌOûMüOû mÉU 
sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ MüÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ sÉÄQû UWåû WæûÇ| 

ClÉ 25 qÉWûÉpÉë·ÉåÇ qÉåÇ 10 MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ xÉå 
AÉrÉå, 4 LlÉ.xÉÏ.mÉÏ. xÉå AÉæU 3 ÌvÉuÉxÉålÉÉ 
xÉå AÉrÉå, 2 iÉ×hÉqÉÔsÉ MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ xÉå AÉrÉå, 
iÉåsÉaÉÔ SåvÉqÉ xÉå AÉrÉå LMü LMü xÉmÉÉ AÉæU 
uÉÉDLxÉAÉU MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ xÉå AÉrÉå| ClÉqÉåÇ xÉå 
23 Måü qÉÉqÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ ZÉÉåeÉoÉÏlÉ xÉå mÉiÉÉ 
cÉsÉÉ ÌMü Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå iÉÉå mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû oÉÇS WûÉå 
cÉÑMåü WæûÇ| 3 Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå PûÇQåû oÉxiÉå qÉåÇ QûÉsÉ 
ÌSrÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| WåûqÉiÉ ÌoÉxuÉÉ xÉUqÉÉ, vÉÑpÉåÇSÕ 
AÍkÉMüÉUÏ, AeÉÏiÉ mÉÇuÉÉU AÉæU mÉëTÑüssÉ 
mÉOåûsÉ Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû oÉÇS WûÉå cÉÑMåü 
WæûÇ| mÉëuÉiÉïlÉ ÌlÉSåïvÉÉsÉrÉ Måü ²ÉUÉ qÉÉUå aÉrÉå 
NûÉmÉå uÉ oÉlÉÉrÉå aÉrÉå mÉëMüUhÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ 
ÌuÉmÉ¤É Måü lÉåiÉÉ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WæûÇ| WåûÇqÉiÉ ÌoÉxuÉÉ 
xÉUqÉÉ, vÉÑpÉåÇSÒ AÍkÉMüÉUÏ, AeÉÏiÉ mÉÇuÉÉU, 
mÉëTÑüssÉ mÉOåûsÉ, mÉëiÉÉmÉ xÉUlÉÉDMü, rÉÉÍqÉlÉÏ 
uÉ rÉvÉuÉÇiÉ eÉÉkÉuÉ, WûxÉlÉ qÉÑxÉUÏTü, pÉÉuÉlÉÉ 
aÉuÉsÉÏ, xÉÏ.LqÉ.UqÉåvÉ, UÌlÉÇSU ÍxÉÇWû, 
xÉÇeÉrÉ xÉåPû, Måü. aÉÏiÉÉ, xÉÉåuÉlÉ cÉOûeÉÏï, 
NûaÉlÉ pÉÑeÉoÉsÉ, M×ümÉÉvÉMüU ÍxÉÇWû, ÌSaÉqoÉU 
MüÉqÉiÉ, AvÉÉåMü cÉÉæWûÉlÉ,lÉuÉÏlÉ ÎeÉÇSsÉ, 
iÉÉmÉxÉ UÊrÉ, AcÉïlÉÉ mÉÉÌOûsÉ, aÉÏiÉÉ MüÉåQûÉ, 
oÉÉoÉÉ ÍxÉ±MüÐ, erÉÉåÌiÉ ÍqÉkÉÉï, xÉÑeÉlÉÉ 
cÉÉækÉUÏ AÉÌS LåxÉå lÉÉqÉ WæûÇ, eÉÉå mÉÉsÉÉ 
oÉSsÉMüU pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü xÉSxrÉ oÉlÉå AÉæU 

vÉ 
 wÉ

These days, we witness 

a situation where the 

Constitutional institutions 

are toeing the line of the 

ruling party forgetting 

their accountability and 

undermining all democratic 

values. 

The ruling paty does not 

discuss in public any of the 

issues that seriously affect 

the lives of the people, 

instead tries to distract the 

attention to emotional issues 

only. 

It seems, it is not conerned 

with the welfare of the vast 

majority of suffering people, 

but only with providing 

largesse to handful of its 

cronies and thinks that 

inauguartaion of the Ram 

Mandir in Ayodhya is 

sufficient to garner the votes 
in the elections. 

UÉqÉcÉÇSë vÉqÉÉï

Writer is 

President, 

NZIEA Courtesy: Satish Acharya, facebook
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eÉÉå MüÍjÉiÉ xuÉÄcNû WûÉå EmÉM×üiÉ pÉÏ WÒûL| 
ElÉMüÐ vÉUhÉ qÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ AÉlÉåuÉÉsÉå fÉÉUZÉÇQû 
AÉæU ÌSssÉÏ Måü qÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ eÉåsÉ qÉåÇ Wæû iÉÉå 
ElÉMüÐ vÉUhÉ qÉåÇ AÉrÉå WåûÇqÉiÉ ÌoÉxuÉÉ xÉUqÉÉ 
qÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ, ÌwÉÇSå qÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ, AeÉÏiÉ mÉÇuÉÉU 
EmÉqÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ oÉlÉ cÉÑMåü WæûÇ AÉæU AvÉÉåMü 
cÉÉæWûÉhÉ UÉerÉxÉpÉÉ qÉåÇ eÉÉ cÉÑMåü WæûÇ| 

AÉmÉ eÉÉlÉiÉå WæûÇ, sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
2024MüÉ vÉÇZÉlÉÉÇS WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû| pÉsÉå 
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ Måü oÉÉS MåülSìÏrÉ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü 
xÉ¨ÉÉ LMü MåürÉUOåûMüU pÉU UWû eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû 
mÉUliÉÑ ÌmÉNûsÉå 10 xÉÉsÉÉåÇ xÉå MåülSìÏrÉ xÉ¨ÉÉ 
qÉåÇ ÌuÉUÉeÉÏ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ iÉÉlÉÉvÉÉWûÏ 
mÉëuÉ×Í¨É MüÐ ÍvÉMüÉU UWûÏ lÉÉæMüUvÉÉWûÏ 
sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉAÉå qÉåÇ UWûÏ AmÉlÉÏ 
xuÉÉrÉ¨É ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉå MüoÉ MüÐ pÉÔsÉÉ cÉÑMüÐ 
WæûÇ| mÉëåxÉ MüÊlTëåüÇxÉ Måü xÉqÉrÉ qÉÑZrÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
AÉrÉÑ£ü ÎeÉxÉ ÌlÉwmÉ¤ÉiÉÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ MüU 
UWåû jÉå, YrÉÉ uÉå CxÉMüÉ MüÉåD ESÉWûUhÉ Så 
xÉMüiÉå WæûÇ? AÉeÉ SåvÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ SsÉÉåÇ 
Måü SÉå qÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ eÉåsÉ qÉåÇ oÉÇS MüU ÌSrÉå 
aÉrÉå WæûÇ AÉæU SåvÉ Måü qÉÑZrÉ ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ SsÉ 
MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ Måü oÉæÇMü ZÉÉiÉå AÉrÉMüU ÌuÉpÉÉaÉ 
²ÉUÉ xÉÏeÉ MüU ÌSL aÉL WæûÇ| eÉoÉ MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ 
AmÉlÉå ZÉÉiÉå xÉå cÉÑlÉÉuÉ ZÉcÉï WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
MüU mÉÉLaÉÏ iÉÉå uÉWû AmÉlÉÉ UÉåeÉqÉUÉï MüÉ 
MüÉqÉ MæüxÉå cÉsÉÉrÉåaÉÏ? rÉWû xÉÉåcÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ 
oÉÉiÉ Wæû| ÌoÉlÉÉ ZÉcÉï MüÐ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
qÉåÇ ExÉMåü ÍsÉL oÉUÉoÉUÏmÉÔhÉï AuÉxÉU WûÏ 
MüWûÉÇ UWû eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ? CxÉMüÉ eÉuÉÉoÉ ÌMüxÉÏ 
Måü mÉÉxÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| lÉ iÉÉå cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÉåaÉ 
Måü mÉÉxÉ Wæû AÉæU lÉ WûÏ ZÉÉiÉå xÉÏeÉ 
MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉå AÉrÉMüU ÌuÉpÉÉaÉ Måü mÉÉxÉ| 
ÌoÉQûqoÉlÉÉ SåÎZÉL, SåvÉ Måü MüÉlÉÔlÉ Måü 
AlÉÑxÉÉU OíåûÇQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ AÉæU UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü 
SsÉ eÉoÉ AÉrÉMüU Måü SÉrÉUå qÉåÇ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
AÉiÉå, iÉoÉ AÉeÉMüsÉ AÉrÉMüU ÌuÉpÉÉaÉ 
ElÉMåü ZÉÉiÉå YrÉÉåÇMüU xÉÏeÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû? 
AÉæU ÌTüU eÉoÉ SåvÉ MüÐ vÉÏwÉï ASÉsÉiÉ 
Måü qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï ÌlÉhÉïrÉ xÉå mÉÔUÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ 

Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå rÉWû EeÉÉaÉU WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû ÌMü 
ÌMüxÉ iÉUWû MåülSìÏrÉ xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉåÇ oÉæPûÏ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ 
²ÉUÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ oÉÉÇQû Måü eÉËUrÉå AmÉÉUSÌvÉiÉÉ 
AmÉlÉÉMüU MüÐ aÉrÉÏ eÉoÉUÉlÉÉ uÉxÉÔsÉÏ MüÐ 
xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ sÉÔOû Måü ZÉUoÉÉåÇ ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ AuÉækÉ 
UÉÍvÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ MüÐ ÌiÉeÉÉåUÏ qÉåÇ eÉqÉÉ WæûÇ, iÉÉå 
ElÉMüÐ eÉÉÇcÉ Måü ÍsÉL SåvÉ MüÐ MüÉåD pÉÏ 
LeÉålxÉÏ AÉaÉå YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ AÉ UWûÏ?

 ÌlÉwmÉ¤É cÉÑlÉÉuÉ MüÉå sÉåMüU sÉqoÉÉ 
cÉÉæÄQûÉ pÉÉwÉhÉ fÉÉÄQû UWåû qÉÑZrÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
AÉrÉÑ£ü UÉeÉÏuÉ MÑüqÉÉU xÉå eÉoÉ mÉëåxÉ 
MüÉÇTëåüÇxÉ qÉåÇ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÉåaÉ Måü ²ÉUÉ oÉUiÉå 
eÉÉ UWåû pÉåSpÉÉuÉ MüÉ ESÉWûUhÉ SåMüU LMü 
mÉ§ÉMüÉU Måü EPûÉrÉå aÉL LMü xÉuÉÉsÉ xÉå 
UÉeÉÏuÉ MÑüqÉÉU MüÐ ÍxÉOûÏÌmÉOûÏ aÉÑqÉ WûÉå aÉD 
AÉæU uÉÉå eÉuÉÉoÉ SålÉå Måü oÉSsÉå ExÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ 
MüÉå WûÏ OûÉsÉ YrÉÉåÇ aÉL? LåxÉå qÉåÇ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
AÉrÉÉåaÉ MüÐ MüÍjÉiÉ ÌlÉwmÉ¤ÉiÉÉ ZÉÉåZÉsÉÏ 
lÉeÉU AÉiÉÏ Wæû| AÉæU rÉWû iÉoÉ Wæû, eÉoÉ 
cÉÇQûÏaÉÄRû qÉårÉU cÉÑlÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ aÉÄQûoÉÄQûÏ MüUlÉå 
uÉÉsÉå cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÍkÉMüÉUÏ AÌlÉsÉ qÉxÉÏWû 
MüÉå vÉÏwÉï ASÉsÉiÉ qÉåÇ iÉsÉoÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ oÉÎsMü oÉåsÉåOû mÉåmÉU qÉåÇ MüÐ 
aÉrÉÏ aÉÄQûoÉÄQûÏ Måü ÍsÉL qÉÑMüSqÉÉ cÉsÉÉlÉå 
MüÉ AÉSåvÉ pÉÏ ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU AmÉlÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå 
oÉÑsÉÉMüU cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÍkÉMüÉUÏ ²ÉUÉ MüÐ aÉrÉÏ 
aÉÄQûoÉÄQûÏ ExÉÏ Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ PûÏMü pÉÏ MüUÉD 
aÉD| YrÉÉ SåvÉ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÑ£ü CxÉxÉå 
MüÉåD xÉoÉMü lÉWûÏÇ sÉålÉÉ cÉÉWåûÇaÉå? YrÉÉ 
ClÉMüÐ pÉÏ MüÉåD TüÉDsÉ rÉÉ MüqÉeÉÉåUÏ 
MåürÉUOåûMüU oÉlÉÏ eÉoÉUÉlÉÉ aÉæÇaÉ Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ Wæû? 

cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ oÉÉÇQû MüÉå AxÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü 
bÉÉåÌwÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû Måü 
LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü TæüxÉsÉå AÉæU ExÉMüÐ ÌlÉwmÉ¤ÉiÉÉ 
xÉå oÉåmÉSÉï WÒûD vÉÏwÉï xÉ¨ÉÉkÉÉUÏ eÉoÉUÉlÉÉ 
uÉxÉÔsÉÏ aÉæÇaÉ MüÐ xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ sÉÔOû MüÐ vÉqÉïxÉÉU 
AlÉæÌiÉMü MüUiÉÔiÉåÇ lÉæÌiÉMüiÉÉ MüÉå vÉuÉSÉWû 
aÉëWû qÉåÇ oÉSsÉiÉÏ UWûÏ WæûÇ eÉÉå vÉÑÍcÉiÉÉ 

M å ü l É ÉU å M å ü xÉÉjÉ 
xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉåÇ AÉD pÉÉeÉmÉÉ 
xÉUMüÉU MüÉ AÉeÉÉS 
pÉÉUiÉ MüÉ AoÉ iÉMü 
MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÉ pÉë· 
MüÉUlÉÉqÉÉ Wæû| MåülSìÏrÉ 
Ì u É ¨ É q É Ç § É Ï ´ É Ï q É i É Ï 
ÌlÉqÉ ïsÉÉ xÉÏqÉÉUqÉlÉ 
Måü AjÉïvÉÉx§ÉÏ mÉÌiÉ 
´ÉÏ mÉUMüsÉÉ mÉëpÉÉMüU 
cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ uÉÊQû Måü eÉËUrÉå 
xÉ¨ÉÉ Måü xÉWûÉUå MüÐ aÉD 
xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ sÉÔOû MüÉå SåvÉ 
MüÐ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ, oÉÎsMü 

SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÉ bÉÉåOûÉsÉÉ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ Wæû| 
LåxÉå pÉë· MüÉUMüÉåÇ xÉå eÉuÉÉoÉ iÉsÉoÉ MüUlÉå 
xÉå MæüxÉÉ QûU?, xÉqÉfÉ xÉå mÉUå Wæû| ÌuÉÍpÉ³É 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü SsÉÉåÇ MüÉå CsÉåYOûÉåUsÉ oÉÊlQû 
Måü eÉËUrÉå cÉÇSÉ SålÉå uÉÉsÉÏ iÉMüUÏoÉlÉ LåxÉÏ 
MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉÇ WæûÇ eÉÉå xÉÇÌSakÉ mÉÉrÉÏ aÉrÉÏ WæûÇ| 
ClÉMüÐ eÉÉÇcÉ AÇaÉëåeÉÏ AZÉoÉÉU ÌS ÌWûÇSÕ 
AÉæU xuÉiÉÇ§É vÉÉåkÉMüiÉÉïAÉåÇ MüÐ LMü OûÏqÉ 
lÉå ÌMürÉÉ Wæû|

 ClÉ 45 MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå cÉÉU pÉÉaÉÉåÇ 
L, oÉÏ, xÉÏ, AÉæU QûÏ qÉåÇ oÉÉÇOûÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| 
33 MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå CsÉåYOûÉåUsÉ oÉÊlQû Måü 
eÉËUrÉå 576.2 MüUÉåÄQû ÂmÉrÉå SÉlÉ ÌSL 
ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ 434.2 MüUÉåÄQû rÉÉlÉÏ iÉMüUÏoÉlÉ 
75 TüÐxÉSÏ kÉlÉ AMåüsÉå oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ MüÉå 
aÉrÉÉ| ClÉ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ sÉÉpÉ eÉÏUÉå rÉÉ 
ÌTüU ÌlÉaÉåÌOûuÉ jÉÉ| ElÉMüÐ MÑüsÉ AÉrÉ mÉU 
sÉaÉÉL aÉL OæûYxÉ Måü eÉËUrÉå rÉWû AÉÇMüÄQûÉ 
2016-17 xÉå 2022-23 Måü oÉÏcÉ MüÉ 
Wæû| ClÉ 33 MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ MÑüsÉ bÉÉOûÉ 16 
sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÂmÉrÉå xÉå FmÉU Wæû| (MæüOåûaÉUÏ 
L) qÉåÇ xÉå MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå MÑüsÉ ÍqÉsÉÉMüU eÉÏUÉå 
rÉÉ ÌTüU ÌlÉaÉåÌOûuÉ OæûYxÉ ASÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| 
ClÉ bÉÉOåû uÉÉsÉÏ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå CiÉlÉå oÉÄQåû 
QûÉålÉåvÉlÉ MüÉå ASÉ ÌMürÉÉ ExÉxÉå sÉaÉiÉÉ Wæû 
ÌMü rÉå ÌMülWûÏÇ SÕxÉUÏ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü cÉåWûUå Måü 
iÉÉæU mÉU MüÉqÉ MüU UWûÏ WæûÇ| rÉÉ ÌTüU ElWûÉåÇlÉå 
AmÉlÉå qÉÑlÉÉTåü AÉæU bÉÉOåû MüÉå aÉsÉiÉ iÉUÏMåü 
xÉå mÉëxiÉÑiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| eÉÉå qÉlÉÏ sÉÊlQûËUÇaÉ 
MüÐ AÉvÉÇMüÉAÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü CvÉÉUÉ MüUiÉÉ Wæû|

UÉ·íÏrÉ xiÉU mÉU SåvÉ MüÐ eÉÄQûÉåÇ 
MüÉå ZÉÉåSlÉå uÉÉsÉå AoÉ iÉMü Måü xÉoÉxÉå 
xÉÇuÉåSlÉWûÏlÉ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉUåÇSì qÉÉåSÏ ÌlÉUliÉU 
SåvÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ AmÉlÉÏ mÉÉOûÏï pÉÉeÉmÉÉ MüÐ pÉÏ 
MüoÉë ZÉÉåS UWåû WæûÇ| ÎeÉlÉMåü oÉÉS mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
MüÐ MÑüxÉÏï mÉU oÉæPû mÉÉlÉÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL 
AÉxÉqÉÉlÉ Måü iÉÉUå iÉÉåÄQû sÉÉlÉå eÉæxÉÉ WûÏ WûÉå 
eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉiÉå WûÉsÉÉiÉÉåÇ xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉ Cartoon courtesy: Alok Nirantar

Cartoon courtesy: Rajendra Dhodapkar
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UWåû ÌlÉcÉÉåÄQû mÉU AÉkÉÉËUiÉ rÉWû ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ 
WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû ApÉÏ AÉÇZÉÉåÇ mÉU xuÉÉjÉï 
MüÐ mÉOèOûÏ oÉÉÆkÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå WûeÉqÉ lÉ WûÉå 
sÉåÌMülÉ oÉåmÉSÉï WûÉå cÉÑMåü xÉ¨ÉÉ Måü MüÉUlÉÉqÉÉåÇ 
Måü mÉëpÉÉuÉ Måü sÉ¤ÉhÉ LåxÉå WûÏ ÌSZÉÉD Så 
UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü SåvÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü qÉWûÉpÉë· UÉeÉ 
xÉå qÉÑ£ü WûÉålÉå eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| mÉëM×üÌiÉ lÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ 
Måü xÉÉjÉ WûÏ qÉ×irÉÑ MüÉ oÉÏeÉ pÉÏ UZÉ ÌSrÉÉ 
Wæû| xÉpÉÏ eÉÏuÉ-eÉÇiÉÑ eÉÏiÉå WÒûL ¢üqÉvÉÈ 
qÉÉæiÉ MüÐ AÉåU oÉÄRûiÉå cÉsÉå eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ; rÉWû 
vÉÉµÉiÉ xÉirÉ Wæû| 

pÉÔZÉ, oÉåMüÉUÏ, AÍvÉ¤ÉÉ AÉæU oÉÏqÉÉUÏ 
xÉå AkÉÉrÉå pÉ£üÉåÇ qÉåÇ AoÉ AÇkÉpÉÌ£ü Måü 
SÉæUå mÉÄQûlÉå MüqÉ WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| pÉÔZÉå pÉeÉlÉ 
lÉ WûÉårÉå aÉÉåmÉÉsÉÉ, kÉU sÉÉå AmÉlÉÏ MüÇPûÏ 
qÉÉsÉÉ MüÐ pÉÉæÌiÉMüÐ, mÉÉZÉÇQûÏ mÉëxÉÉSÏ mÉU 
pÉÉUÏ mÉÄQûiÉÏ ÌSZÉ UWûÏ Wæû| cÉÑlÉÉuÉ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ 
Måü oÉÉS SåvÉ MüÉ qÉÉWûÉæsÉ SåZÉlÉå xÉå xÉÉTü 
mÉiÉÉ cÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå AoÉ xÉqÉfÉ 
AÉlÉå sÉaÉÏ Wæû ÌMü SåvÉ MüÉå sÉÔOûlÉå uÉÉsÉå 
cÉÑÌlÉÇSÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉÉÇPûaÉÉÇPû 
MüU ElÉMüÐ ÌWûiÉ mÉÔÌiÉï MüÉå ÌlÉoÉÉïkÉ eÉÉUÏ 
UZÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ MåülSìÏrÉ xÉ¨ÉÉkÉÉUÏ 
mÉëÉåmÉåaÉæÇQûÉ-iÉÇ§É Måü eÉËUL MüpÉÏ aÉÇaÉÉ qÉÉÇ lÉå 
oÉÑsÉÉrÉÉ Wæû MüpÉÏ UÉqÉ MüÉå sÉÉrÉå WæûÇ iÉÉå MüpÉÏ 
qÉjÉÑUÉ ¥ÉÉlÉuÉÉmÉÏ Måü AÉxjÉÉaÉiÉ qÉÉqÉsÉå 
mÉUÉåxÉMüU AÉxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÑlÉÉlÉå Måü ¢üqÉ 
qÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü AxÉsÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ SÉrÉÏ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ 
MüÉå lÉåmÉjrÉ Måü AÇkÉMüÉU qÉåÇ kÉMåüsÉiÉå UWåû 
WæûÇ| AÉÎZÉUMüÉU pÉÔZÉå mÉåOû eÉrÉ ´ÉÏUÉqÉ Måü 
lÉÉUå erÉÉSÉ ÌSlÉ lÉWûÏÇ sÉaÉÉrÉå eÉÉ xÉMüiÉå WæûÇ| 

ÌMüxÉÉlÉ WûÉå, qÉeÉSÕU WûÉå, qÉÌWûsÉÉ WûÉå, 
ÌuÉ±ÉjÉÏï rÉÉ lÉÉæeÉuÉÉlÉ, MåülSì MüÐ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ 
xÉUMüÉU lÉå ElÉMåü qÉÑ¬å pÉÑsÉÉ MüU eÉlÉiÉÉ 
MüÉå SåuÉÏ - SåuÉiÉÉ AÉæU mÉëxÉÉSÏ Måü 
fÉÑÇfÉÑlÉå jÉqÉÉrÉå| AÉeÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû 
xÉå aÉÑÇQåû-qÉuÉÉÍsÉrÉÉåÇ, TëüÊQû, pÉë·ÉcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ, 
oÉsÉÉiMüÉËUrÉÉå Ç AÉæU AmÉUÉÍkÉrÉÉå Ç MüÐ 
vÉUhÉxjÉsÉÏ oÉlÉ cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| MÑüNû pÉÏ aÉÇSå 
xÉå aÉÇSÉ AÉæU xÉÇ¥ÉårÉ AmÉUÉkÉ MüUMåü pÉÏ 
pÉÉeÉmÉÉ qÉåÇ eÉÉAÉå AÉæU YsÉÏlÉ ÍcÉOû sÉåMüU 
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ pÉÏ sÉÄQûÉå| uÉWûÉÇ AoÉ LMü pÉÏ pÉsÉÉ 
AÉSqÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| LMü xÉå oÉÄRûMüU LMü pÉë·, 
sÉTüÇaÉå, AlÉæÌiÉMü, MüpÉÏ pÉÏ AlÉÉmÉ-vÉlÉÉmÉ 
oÉMü SålÉå uÉÉsÉÉåÇ xÉå rÉWû mÉÉOûÏï pÉUÏ WÒûD 
Wæû| eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå ZÉÑsÉåAÉqÉ kÉqÉMüÉrÉÉ eÉÉ 
UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü rÉÌS ExÉå uÉÉåOû lÉWûÏÇ ÌSrÉÉ iÉÉå 
UÉerÉ MüÉå SÇaÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉaÉ qÉåÇ fÉÉåÇMü ÌSrÉÉ 
eÉÉLaÉÉ| eÉÉå ElWåûÇ uÉÉåOû lÉWûÏÇ Så, ElÉMåü bÉU 
oÉÑsÉQûÉåeÉU pÉåeÉ ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ 
Måü 13 qÉWûÏlÉå Måü ÌSssÉÏ bÉåUå oÉæPåû UWûlÉå 
xÉå aÉsÉå iÉMü AÉ ÍbÉUÏ MåülSì xÉUMüÉU MüÉå 
AÉÎZÉUMüÉU ÌMüxÉÉlÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ M×üÌwÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉ 

uÉÉmÉxÉ sÉålÉå mÉQåûÄ jÉå AÉæU xuÉÉqÉÏlÉÉjÉlÉ 
Måü xÉÑfÉÉrÉå TüxÉsÉÉåÇ Måü lrÉÔlÉiÉqÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ 
qÉÔsrÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU MüÉå MüÉlÉÔlÉÏ oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÐ 
pÉÏ ÍsÉÎZÉiÉ xÉWûqÉÌiÉ SålÉÏ mÉÄQûÏ jÉÏ AÉæU 
ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉUåAÉqÉ MÑücÉsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå 
aÉ×WûUÉerÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ OåûlÉÏ Måü oÉåOåû MüÉå MüÄQûÏ 
xÉeÉÉ SålÉå Måü uÉÉSå MüÉå oÉÏiÉå QåûÄRû xÉÉsÉ 
xÉå pÉÑsÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| LåxÉå qÉåÇ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ Måü 
mÉWûsÉå SåvÉ Måü mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU ÌuÉ¥ÉÉmÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå mÉOåû 
qÉÉåSÏ MüÐ MüÍjÉiÉ aÉÉUÇOûÏ Måü YrÉÉ qÉÉrÉlÉå 
UWû eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ, SåvÉ MüÐ eÉlÉiÉÉ pÉsÉÏpÉÉÆÌiÉ 
ExÉMüÐ AxÉÍsÉrÉiÉ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉ cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| 

AÉqÉ AÉSqÉÏ SåZÉ UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü ExÉMåü 
qÉÑ¬å AÉæU ExÉMåü AlÉÑÃmÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ iÉÉå eÉæxÉå 
pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü LeÉåÇQåû qÉåÇ MüWûÏÇ Wæû WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ| 
FmÉU xÉå SåvÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É AÉæU xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü 
MüsrÉÉhÉ Måü WåûiÉÑ UWåû xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü EmÉ¢üqÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå sÉaÉÉiÉÉU MüqÉeÉÉåU ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ 
Wæû| ÍvÉ¤ÉÉ, ÍcÉÌMüixÉÉ, UÉåeÉaÉÉU, lrÉÉrÉ, 
xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉqÉUxÉiÉÉ MüÉå sÉaÉÉiÉÉU iÉWûxÉ 
lÉWûxÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| eÉlÉxÉUÉåMüÉUÉåÇ 
MüÉå pÉÑsÉÉMüU pÉÉeÉmÉÉ AmÉlÉÏ qÉÉiÉ×xÉÇxjÉÉ 
AÉU LxÉ LxÉ MüÉ ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉMüÉUÏ LeÉåÇQûÉ 
sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå Måü LMüxÉÔ§ÉÏ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ 
eÉÑOûÏ WÒûD Wæû| AÉæU iÉÉå NûÉåÌÄQûrÉå, cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
Måü qÉÉæMåü mÉU pÉÏ uÉWû SåvÉ Måü AÉqÉeÉlÉ 
AÉæU ExÉMåü xÉUÉåMüÉUÉåÇ mÉU oÉÉiÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ 
oÉeÉÉrÉ lÉæÌiÉMüiÉÉ MüÐ xÉÉUÏ xÉÏqÉÉLÇ mÉÉUMüU 
SåvÉ Måü xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ MüÉå AÇaÉÑPûÉ ÌSZÉÉMüU 
eÉÉÌiÉ kÉqÉï AÉæU lÉTüUiÉÏ oÉrÉÉlÉoÉÉeÉÏ qÉåÇ 
sÉaÉÏ UWûiÉÏ Wæû| pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü LMü qÉÇ§ÉÏ 
AlÉÇiÉ WåûaÉÄQåû lÉå pÉUÏ xÉpÉÉ qÉåÇ ÌlÉsÉïeeÉiÉÉ 
Måü xÉÉjÉ rÉWûÉÆ iÉMü MüWû ÌSrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
ElWåûÇ mÉÉU sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ MüÐ xÉÏOû CxÉÍsÉL 
cÉÉÌWûL iÉÉÌMü WûqÉ SåvÉ Måü xÉqÉÉeÉuÉÉSÏ 
kÉqÉï ÌlÉUmÉå¤É xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ MüÉå oÉSsÉ xÉMåüÇ| 
UÉeÉxjÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ lÉÉaÉÉæU sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ xÉÏOû xÉå 
pÉÉeÉmÉÉ mÉëirÉÉwÉÏ erÉÉåÌiÉ ÍqÉkÉÉï lÉå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ 
oÉSsÉlÉå MüÐ AlÉÇiÉ WåûaÉÄQåû MüÐ MüWûÏ oÉÉiÉ 
MüÉå AÉæU erÉÉSÉ eÉÉåU SåMüU SÉåWûUÉrÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉ 
mÉU mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÉ qÉÉælÉ kÉÉUhÉ ÌMürÉå UWûlÉÉ, 
ExÉMåü MüWåû MüÐ xuÉÏM×üÌiÉ SåiÉÉ Wæû| 

WûqÉ ÌlÉUliÉU SåZÉ AÉæU xÉÑlÉ UWåû WæûÇ 
ÌMü pÉÉeÉmÉÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü LMü pÉÏ qÉÑ¬å mÉU 
xÉÇxÉS, qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ AÉæU ExÉMåü oÉÉWûU MüÉåD 
oÉÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüUiÉÏ AÉæU oÉÄQûÏ cÉÉsÉÉMüÐ xÉå 
SÕxÉUÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ ÌuÉwÉrÉ xÉå pÉOûMüÉ SåiÉÏ 
Wæû| ExÉMåü xÉÉUå xÉUÉåMüÉU oÉxÉ AmÉlÉå ClÉå 
ÌaÉlÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏxÉZÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ 
MüUlÉå iÉMü eÉÑÄQåû WæûÇ| CxÉMåü AÉaÉå oÉÉMüÐ 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÏuÉlÉ SvÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå ElWåûÇ MüÉåD 
sÉålÉÉ SålÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| pÉsÉå WûÏ ElÉMüÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ 
ÌMüiÉlÉÉ WûÏ lÉUMü YrÉÉåÇ lÉ oÉlÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ 

WûÉå, mÉUliÉÑ ExÉMüÉ LMü WûÏ krÉårÉ UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü 
kÉqÉï MüÐ ZÉUiÉÉsÉ mÉMüÄQûÉ MüU ElWåûÇ pÉeÉlÉ 
qÉÇQûsÉÏ qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ MüUiÉå UWûlÉÉ Wæû| CxÉÏ 
ZÉUiÉÉsÉÏ WûuÉÉ Måü eÉËUrÉå ExÉMüÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÉ 
UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ xÉå mÉWûsÉå 
ArÉÉåkrÉÉ qÉåÇ UÉqÉ qÉÇÌSU MüÉ E«ÉOûlÉ MüU 
ÌWûÇSÒAÉåÇ Måü uÉÉåOû oÉOûÉåUlÉå qÉåÇ uÉWû MüÉqÉrÉÉoÉ 
WûÉå eÉÉrÉåaÉÏ iÉÉå rÉWû ÍxÉTïü LMü MüsmÉlÉÉ Wæû 
YrÉÉåÇÌMü AÉqÉ ÌWûÇSÕ ZÉÉxÉ qÉÉæMüÉåÇ mÉU WûÏ 
qÉÇÌSU eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû, AlrÉ ÌSlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ uÉWû AmÉlÉÏ 
UÉåeÉÏ-UÉåOûÏ iÉjÉÉ AlrÉ MüÉqÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ WûÏ urÉxiÉ 
UWûiÉÉ Wæû| YrÉÉåÇÌMü uÉWû eÉÉlÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü CxÉxÉå 
ExÉå UÉåeÉÏ-UÉåOûÏ lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ Wæû|

 SåvÉ MüÉ AÉqÉeÉlÉ AÉæU oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉU 
rÉÑuÉÉ sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ Måü xÉqÉrÉ mÉëÌiÉuÉwÉï SÉå 
MüUÉåÄQû UÉåeÉaÉÉU SålÉå Måü pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ 
uÉÉSå MüÉå pÉÔsÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû, ÎeÉxÉå oÉÉS qÉåÇ 
xÉuÉÉsÉ MüUlÉå mÉU mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ Måü xÉoÉxÉå 
ÌlÉMüOûiÉqÉ xÉWûrÉÉåaÉÏ AÉæU UÉeÉSÉU aÉ×WûqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
AÍqÉiÉ vÉÉWû lÉå WûÏ pÉUÏ xÉpÉÉ qÉåÇ eÉÑqÉsÉÉ 
MüUÉU Så ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü xÉqÉÉeÉ qÉåÇ 
AÉxjÉÉ Måü oÉWûÉlÉå xÉ¨ÉÉ mÉU MüoeÉÉ MüUlÉå 
MüÐ cÉÉsÉoÉÉeÉÏ MüÉå AoÉ AÉqÉ AÉSqÉÏ 
xÉqÉfÉlÉå sÉaÉÉ Wæû| AoÉ uÉWû AmÉlÉÏ UÉåeÉÏ-
UÉåOûÏ AÉæU AqÉlÉ-cÉælÉ MüÉå mÉëÉjÉÍqÉMüiÉÉ 
SåiÉÉ Wæû| uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ qÉlÉÑwrÉ Måü AÉaÉå pÉÔZÉ 
ÍqÉOûÉlÉå AÉæU vÉÉÇÌiÉ xÉå eÉÏuÉlÉrÉÉmÉlÉ MüUlÉå 
xÉå oÉÄQûÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ rÉÉ sÉ£rÉ MÑüNû pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû| AÉÎZÉUMüÉU ÌoÉlÉÉ pÉÉåeÉlÉ pÉÔZÉå mÉåOû 
MüÉåD MüoÉ iÉMü pÉeÉlÉ MüU xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû? 
CxÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ MüÉ MüÉåD eÉuÉÉoÉ xÉ¨ÉÉÃÄRû 
pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü mÉÉxÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| AÉæU rÉWûÏ ClÉMüÐ 
AxÉTüsÉiÉÉ MüÉ MüÉUhÉ Wæû| iÉpÉÏ iÉÉå xÉ¨ÉÉ, 
kÉlÉoÉsÉ AÉæU ÌoÉMüÉF qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ Måü xÉWûÉUå 
mÉÔUÏ iÉÉMüiÉ fÉÉåÇMü MüU cÉsÉÉrÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| 
mÉU AoÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ AmÉlÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ xÉå eÉÑÄQåû qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ 
mÉU WûÏ uÉÉåOû MüUåaÉÏ AÉæU ÌMürÉå aÉL uÉÉSÉåÇ 
MüÉ ÌWûxÉÉoÉ qÉÉÇaÉåaÉÏ| AÉæU CxÉÏ qÉåÇ Wæû cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
MüÉ AxÉsÉ qÉWûiuÉ| CxÉÏ Måü qÉ¬ålÉeÉU 
SåvÉ Måü mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU uÉæMüÎsmÉMü UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü 
aÉPûoÉÇkÉlÉ CÇÌQûrÉÉ AÉMüÉU sÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû AÉæU 
SåvÉ MüÐ eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉ pÉÉUÏ ÃfÉÉlÉ CxÉMüÐ 
AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ WûÉå UWûÏ UæÍsÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÌSZÉ UWûÉ Wæû| 
UÉeÉxjÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ rÉWû aÉPûoÉÇkÉlÉ eÉoÉUSxiÉ 
EpÉÉU Måü xÉÉjÉ SåvÉ MüÐ oÉSsÉ UWûÏ lÉrÉÏ 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü WûuÉÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUÏ eÉlÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ MüÉ 
pÉÉaÉÏSÉU oÉlÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü MüÐ UÉWû 
cÉsÉ mÉÄQûÉ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ MüqrÉÑÌlÉxOû mÉÉOûÏï 
(qÉÉYxÉïuÉÉSÏ) Måü xÉÉfÉÉ eÉlÉ EqqÉÏSuÉÉU 
eÉÑfÉÉÃ AÉÄSÉåsÉlÉÉåÇ Måü AaÉÑuÉÉ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ 
lÉåiÉÉ MüÉqÉUåQû AqÉUÉUÉqÉ ElWåûÇ ÍqÉsÉ UWåû 
AÍpÉpÉÔiÉ MüUlÉåuÉÉsÉå eÉlÉxÉqÉjÉïlÉ Måü xÉWûÉUå 
xÉÏMüU xÉå LMü lÉrÉÏ CoÉÉUiÉ ÍsÉZÉiÉå ÌSZÉ 
UWåû WæûÇ|
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The Economy of ‘New’ India

Sripad Motiram &

Vamsi Vakulabharanam

By now, the term “new” India 
is ubiquitous. It appears 

on the websites of the Bharati-

ya Janata Party (BJP) and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, and 
in national and internation-
al media. Major changes 
in rights, freedoms, and reli-
gious tolerance over the last 
decade have been well docu-
mented. There is also a lot of 
discussion about this “new” 
India’s growing global stature. 
One would expect that this 
rising stature would be ground-
ed in economic development 
relative to other countries, and 
not just the growing size of the 
economy, which has been on 
the cards since the 1980s. Let 
us examine the widely used 
Human Development Index 
(HDI) of United Nations, which 
combines measures of income, 
health, and education/knowl-
edge. The latest Human Devel-
opment Report (HDR) ranks 
India 134 (of 193 countries) on 
HDI, far below China (75) and 
behind several South Asian 
neighbours (Sri Lanka-78, 
Bhutan-25, and Bangla-
desh-129). India’s relative per-
formance has actually deterio-
rated slightly under the BJP-
led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) – according to 2015 
HDR, India had a ranking of 
130. It is therefore puzzling 

that the claim of rising global 
stature is being made amidst 
deteriorating relative economic 
development. How do we make 
sense of this?

Addressing this puzzle is 
made difficult by the lack of 
data on key variables (e.g., no 
Census after 2011) and per-
sistent doubts about data qual-
ity and interference in the work 
of statistical agencies. Never-
theless, we use available data 
to present the best possible 
account (in our opinion) of the 
Indian economy in the last de-
cade.

First, we examine growth 
and composition of national 
output (Gross Domestic Prod-
uct, GDP). From official esti-
mates, when the BJP-led NDA 
assumed office, India’s GDP 
growth rate was on a rising 
trend. It went on a declining 
path thereafter, rising again 
only after 2020-21 (reflecting 
recovery from Covid). Growth 
under the NDA is being spurred 
by government investment in 
infrastructure, and there has 
been an improvement in roads 
and railways. However, infra-
structural improvements have 
occurred at considerable envi-
ronmental cost and newer in-
frastructure (e.g., metros in 
cities like Mumbai) is not in 

It is puzzling that the claim of 
rising global stature is being 
made amidst deteriorating relative 
economic development. 
How do we make sense of this? 
Resolving thIs puzzle helps us 
understand the economy of 
“new” India under Narendra Modi. 
India’s rising global stature is 
primarily about the perceptions of 
Indian elites on how they fare 
vis-à-vis elites of other nations, 
while it is also facilitated by 
their further consolidation within 
India. While the overall economic 
growth has slowed down 
high unemployment 
among educated youth, have 
persisted and deepened. 
Inequality in terms of income and 
wealth has also skyrocketed. 
We have a globally connected 
economy that delivers powerfully 
for the top echelons, while the 
vast majority has fallen behind. 
This explains the disappointing 
performance on HDI, even as 
elites have consolidated, 
and feel that their global 
stature has grown. 
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tune with the needs of the 
masses.

Under the NDA, output 
composition (i.e., shares of 
various sectors) has not 
changed significantly. For in-
stance, our computations from 
official data indicate that the 
share of manufacturing has 
remained stagnant around 
18% (at constant 2011-12 pric-
es). Employment composition 
has not changed substantially 
either e.g., according to Period-
ic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 
between 2017-18 and 2022-
23, about 43% of workers have 
been involved in agriculture 
and allied activities (using the 
Current Weekly Status (CWS) 
approach).

India’s inability to spur its 
manufacturing sector is partic-
ularly worrying because growth 
in this sector could create jobs. 
The growth rate of the manu-
facturing sector has shown a 
decline under the NDA. In 
2015-16,  manufacturing 
growth was about 13% per an-
num but declined steadily 
thereafter to about -3% in 
2019-20. Although the growth 
rate increased after 2019-20, 
this is essentially a recovery 
from Covid, and the downward 
spiral has continued after re-
covery. Unlike the historical 
experience of developed or East 
Asian countries, India is wit-
nessing a decline in manufac-
turing. India’s disappointing 
manufacturing performance 
reflects a failure of the NDA, 
and its flagship program, 
“Make in India”.

Another notable change 
that has occurred in the indus-
trial sector is an increase in 
concentration. Broadly speak-
ing, an industry becomes more 
concentrated when fewer firms 
dominate, the extreme case 

being a monopoly. Economists 
are concerned about rising 
concentration because it neg-
atively affects consumer wel-
fare and leads to inefficiency. 
Rising concentration could also 
reflect aspects of govern-
ment-business relations e.g., 
government capture by certain 
business interests. Research 
by Viral Acharya (a former Dep-
uty Governor of Reserve Bank 
of India) shows that while con-
centration was falling after the 
1990s, it has risen sharply in 
recent years. Five business 
groups viz., Reliance (Mukesh 
Ambani), Tata, Aditya Birla, 
Adani, and Bharti Telecom are 
driving this phenomenon, with 
their share of total sales and 
total assets in the non-finance 
sector, rising substantially 
since 2014.

Rather than reflecting 
their superior competitive abil-
ity, the dominance of these 
groups is due to a conscious 
government policy to promote 
a few select corporates. The 
symbiotic relationship between 
the Adani group and Modi is 
well-known. Government-busi-
ness relations have changed 
under the NDA, and cronyism 
and crony capitalism are terms 
that are commonly used to 
describe them. While these 
terms capture the preferential 
treatment being received by a 
few business groups, they are 
inadequate in describing newer 
forms of  corruption and 
state-control.For instance,data 
on electoral bonds, through 
which the BJP has been by far 
the biggest beneficiary, sug-
gests that these were used 
for quid pro quo deals or as 
means of extortion.

Second, let us examine 
inequality, which has worsened 
in recent years. According to 

the  w ide ly  used  Hurun 
list, during 2012-22, the num-
ber of super-wealthy individu-
als/households (above Rs. 
1000 crores) increased more 
than ten-fold (from 100 to 
1103) and the number of dollar 
billionaires rose almost four-
fold (59 to 221). As per the lat-
est (2024) edition of this list, 
just in one year, India has 
added 94 billionaires, com-
pared to 55 for China. As ex-
pected, Mukesh Ambani and 
Gautam Adani have gained the 
most wealth ($33 billion each). 
Today, Mumbai has the largest 
number of billionaires (92) in 
any Asian city, surpassing Bei-
jing (91), and has been de-
scribed as the “Billionaire 
capital of Asia”. Thomas Piket-
ty (author of Capital in the 

Twenty First Century) and his 
collaborators have traced Indi-
an inequality from colonial 
times to the present. They find 
that after independence, in-
equality was falling till the 
early 1980s, but rose thereaf-
ter. The rise in inequality since 
early 2000s has been very 
sharp. As a result, at present, 
the top (1%) income and wealth 
shares stand at 22.6% and 
40.1%, respectively. These are 
not only at historically unprec-
edented levels, but the income 
share of the top 1% is higher 
than the same for most other 
countries (including Brazil, 
South Africa, China, and the 
US.

Third, let us examine em-
ployment. The unemployment 
rate in 2022-23 (5.1% from 
PLFS) is higher than what it 
was before the NDA came to 
power (3.7% in 2011-12 from 
the last National Sample Sur-
vey on Employment and Unem-
ployment, Current Weekly 
Status). Importantly, unem-
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ployment rates among the 
youth and the educated are 
quite high (Usual Status). In 
2022-23, the unemployment 
rates among men and women 
with secondary or higher edu-
cation were 6.4% and 10.3%, 
respectively. In the same year, 
the unemployment rates among 
young men and women (15-29 
years) were: 9.7% and 10.6%, 
respectively. The Indian work-
force suffered enormously 
during Covid, although there 
has been some recovery (as 
growth figures indicate). It is 
well known that a substantial 
proportion of Indians work in 
the informal sector. Mishan-
dling of Covid severely hurt this 
sector, and this was dramati-
cally captured by images of 
migrant workers walking hun-
dreds of kilometers. In its re-
port, the Centre for Sustain-
able Employment showed that 
Covid increased informality 
and reduced earnings, with 
women and youth sharing the 
brunt of this.

Resolving the puzzle posed 
at the outset will also help us 
understand the economy of 
“new” India under Narendra 
Modi. India’s rising global stat-
ure is primarily about the per-
ceptions of Indian elites (busi-
ness classes and professionals) 
on how they fare vis-à-vis elites 
of other nations, while it is also 
facilitated by their further con-
solidation within India. This 
has occurred over the last de-
cade as we showed above, while 
the overall economic growth 
has slowed down under NDA, 
and long-standing problems 
such as a weak manufacturing 
sector, jobless growth, and 

high unemployment among 
educated youth, have persisted 
and deepened. Inequality in 
terms of income and wealth 
has also skyrocketed. We have 
a globally connected economy 
that delivers powerfully for the 
top echelons, while the vast 
majority has fallen behind. 
This explains the disappointing 
performance on HDI, even as 
elites have consolidated, and 
feel that their global stature 
has grown. While the election 
of the NDA in 2014 may be seen 
as an elite backlash against the 
welfare-orientation of the Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance (UPA), 
in the post-2019 period, busi-
ness classes and professionals 
have further strengthened, and 
stood firmly behind Modi/BJP 
(for instance, as described 
in The Economist).

Why then does a signifi-
cant section of the populace (to 
be clear, not the majority) sup-
port this regime? Is it because 
of India’s economy, its welfare 
orientation, its rising global 
stature, its “new” nationalism, 
or its present leadership? We 
believe that the answer to this 
question does not reside in the 
economy as we showed in this 
article, since the economy has 
not worked well for a signifi-
cant majority. If we consider 
the economic domain alone, 
the NDA regime would certain-
ly crumble despite its claims of 

better welfare provision. The 
UPA regime (2004-14) was rel-
atively much better in its wel-
fare orientation without being 
anywhere close to perfect – the 
NDA regime has marketed/
rebranded welfare policies to 
enhance the publicity of PM 
Modi and fetishized their effi-
cient delivery without really 
deepening or expanding these 
policies.

Among the non-economic 
factors, the argument of rising 
global stature does not seem 
convincing either.  An indica-
tion of this is that despite high 
publicity, a majority of Indians 
are unaware of the G-20 sum-
mit, while they are acutely 
conscious of unemployment 
and inflation. The support for 
the NDA has a lot to do with its 
brand of exclusionary nation-
alism, in addition to its present 
leadership. Efforts to create a 
unified opposition have only 
partially succeeded due to re-
pression, and due to differenc-
es among opposition parties. 
How long can a significant 
section of people (to reiterate, 
not the majority) consume na-
tionalism and charisma and 
extend their support to the 
current regime, even as their 
own economic/material posi-
tion is distressful, and they 
seem to be conscious of it?

Cartoon courtesy: 
Sajith Kumar, Deccan Herald
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There is a common percep-
tion that no matter who 

gets how many seats in the 
coming parliamentary elec-
tions, the next government at 
the Centre will be formed by the 
party with the fattest purse by 
enticing enough newly-elected 
legislators into its camp. This 
perception arises from what 
has happened of late in several 
states, which represents the 
commoditization of politics. 
Such commoditization entails 
that political power flows to the 
party with the fattest purse; 
whom the people elect does not 
matter, since a large number of 
those elected eventually end up 
being in the camp of the party 
with the fattest purse. That 
money matters in elections, in 
determining their outcome, not 
just in India but elsewhere too, 
has for long been a well-known 
fact; what is new, with the com-
moditization of politics, is that 
the outcome of the elections 
itself does not matter anymore.

The spread of commoditiza-
tion is immanent in capitalism; 
its eventual incursion into 
politics therefore is not surpris-
ing. It represents a complete 
inversion of the ‘new’ liberal 
ideology, as opposed to classi-
cal liberalism, which emerged 
with John Maynard Keynes and 
has been widely prevalent since 
then. This ideology held that 
while laissez-faire capitalism 
was flawed, in particular in 
keeping large masses of work-
ing people unemployed, the 

intervention by a democratic 
State could rectify its flaws; 
that capitalism could be mod-
ified to become more humane 
through State intervention.

This ideology, of course, 
has been on the retreat for 
some time, with the neoliber-
al assertion, a throwback to 
classical liberalism, that the 
flaws of capitalism are greatly 
exaggerated, and that unem-
ployment arises not because of 
the functioning of free markets 
but because markets are not 
allowed to function freely. If 
they were allowed to function 
freely, then the so-called flaws 
of capitalism would disappear. 
Markets should therefore be 
freed: State intervention is 
not just unnecessary, it ac-
tually makes things worse by 
imposing restrictions on the 
functioning of markets.

This false argument (this 
is not the place to go into this 
falsity) has been used of late 
to roll back State intervention; 
but both neoliberalism and 
Keynesian liberalism took a 
democratic State as their point 
of departure. With commoditi-
zation of politics, however, we 
are in a different world: with 
the purse size determining 
which party wields political 
power, we are in a situation 
where capitalism undermines 
the democratic process rath-
er than the democratic pro-
cess controlling capitalism to 
overcome its flaws. And with 
the recent statement by the 

Communal fascism, is as 

de-ideologizing as any 

fascist ‘ideology’. Besides, 

the treating of people’s 

elected representatives as 

commodities that can be acquired 

by the party with the fattest purse,

it requires that the people 

themselves should tacitly accept 

such acquisition as a 

routine phenomenon; 

Commoditization of politics 

therefore presupposes attempts, 

to reduce the people from 

being active subjects, 

to passive objects, which is 

not just de-ideologizing in

 the sense of preventing any 

authentic thinking on their part, 

but even de-humanizing, 

for it entails a cynical 

manipulation of the people. 

This manipulation, of which 

one component is to instil the 

‘Othering’ of a hapless minority.

The other complement is the 

widespread use of repression. 

The author is
Professor Emeritus, 

Centre for Economic Studies and 
Planning, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi

Courtesy: The Telegraph,

10 April 2024

Power of the purse
Prabhat Patnaik 
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chief economic advisor to the 
finance ministry that the gov-
ernment can do nothing about 
unemployment, this inversion 
of Keynes has reached its 
limit: we shall have unbridled 
capitalism controlling our 
lives, including the political 
scenario within which we live; 
if such control produces mass 
unemployment, then so be it. 
There is not even a pretence, 
as with neoliberalism, that it 
would not produce mass un-
employment.

Politics as commodity rep-
resents the apparent nega-
tion of politics as class strug-

gle  (though it is class struggle 
in camouflage); it represents 
the pushing into the back-
ground of ideological politics 
(ideological not in the bad 
sense of being unscientific). 
Such pushing into the back-
ground was a hallmark of fas-
cism in the 1930s; it has now 
returned under contemporary 
neo-fascism. The de-ideologi-
zation of politics and its reduc-
tion to a spectacle, complete 
with torch-lit marches and 
rallies, iconic posters and stat-
ues, and documentary films 
such as those by Leni Riefen-
stahl, had characterised Nazi 
Germany; and Walter Benja-
min, the German philosopher, 
had seen such spectacle as a 
manifestation of commoditi-

zation, since the 
commodity itself, 
as distinct from 
merely useful ob-
jects, represents 
a spectacle. Now, 
however, under 
neo-fascism, pol-
itics is commod-
itized no longer 
as a spectacle but 
in its most banal 
form, as the ac-
quisition of elect-
ed legislators.

Communal fascism, it may 
be thought, is not de-ideologiz-
ing; it introduces into people’s 
minds a communal ideology, 
which is an ideology like any 
other. But this is erroneous. 
It is as de-ideologizing as any 
fascist ‘ideology’, such as the 
Nazi ‘ideology’ mentioned ear-
lier. Besides, the treating of 
people’s elected representa-
tives as commodities that can 
be acquired requires that the 
people themselves should tac-
itly accept such acquisition as 
a routine phenomenon; it both 
presumes this and seeks to re-
alize this. It attempts, in short, 
to reduce the people from being 
active subjects, as should be 
the case in any democracy, to 
passive objects.

Commoditization of poli-
tics therefore presupposes an 

objectification 
of the people, 
which is not just 
de-ideologizing 
in the sense of 
preventing any 
authentic think-
ing on their part, 
but even de-hu-
manizing, for it 
entails a cynical 
manipulation of 
the people. This 
manipulation, of 

which one component is to in-
stil the ‘Othering’ of a hapless 
minority whose so-called ‘an-
cestors’ are supposed to have 
committed injustices centuries 
ago for which the ‘descendants’ 
are meant to pay today, also 
extends to instilling among the 
people the acceptance of the 
phenomenon of acquisition of 
elected representatives. Manip-
ulation of the public is thus a 
necessary complement of the 
commoditization of politics.

The other complement of 
the commoditization of politics 
is the widespread use of repres-
sion. Commoditization never 
occurs entirely voluntarily. 
Commodity production in the 
colonial economy had been 
introduced through a taxation 
system that forced peasants 
to take loans from traders for 
producing specific crops at 
pre-contracted prices; it had 
been forced commoditization. 
Opposition to commoditiza-
tion which invariably exists is 
always repressed through co-
ercion. The neo-fascist regime 
that commoditizes politics also, 
not surprisingly, complements 
it with massive repression. 
Commoditization of politics 
must be opposed, but any 
meaningful opposition to it 
must entail a revival of politics 
based on ideology.

Maharashtra legislators, 
Guwahati-Goa-Mumbai, June 2022

Cartoon courtesy: Rajendra Dhodapkar
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Working Committee Meeting of NZIEA

The Woking Committee of 
Northern Zone Insurance 

Employees’ Association met 
at New Delhi on 2nd and 3rd 
March 2024 to review the 
current political scenario, the 
challenges faced by the public 
sector insurance industry, the 
ongoing attacks on the working 
class and to adopt the desired 
strategy and tactics to counter 
them and to take appropriate 
decisions in this regard. This 
meeting of the Working Com-
mittee was an important event 
in many respects.

The meeting was presided 
over by Com. Ramchandra 

Sharma, President, NZIEA. In 
this meeting. General Secretary 
AIIEA, Com. Shrikant Mishra 
was also present. After welcom-
ing all the participants, Com. 
Naveen Chand, General Secre-
tary NZIEA placed a condolence 
resolution and paid tribute to 
those great personalities, social 
workers, theater workers, poli-
ticians, musicians and leaders 
of the working-class movement, 
along with all those known and 
unknown comrades, insurance 
workers and their family mem-

bers whom we have lost since 
the Chandigarh Working Com-
mittee Meeting.

In his presidential address, 
Com. Ramchandra Sharma, 
throwing light on the political 
developments in the country 
and the world, said that today 
imperialism is spreading all 
over the world and right-wing 
forces are taking over the 
power. Under the destructive 
policies being implemented in 
the name of neo-liberalism in 
India, on one hand, huge tax 
exemptions are being given to 
the capitalist houses, while on 
the other hand, by imposing 
heavy taxes on essential com-
modities are being imposed on 
the poor & already suffering 
people of the country. Steps 
are being taken at a rapid pace 
to dismantle the public sector 
undertakings including LIC. 
The unprecedented success 
of the nationwide strike of 16 
February 2024 in the form of 
farmer-laborer-employee unity 
and the protest in support of 
it in the entire insurance in-
dustry is a symbol of this. We 
must intensify the struggles 

and spread our voice amongst 
the people.

General Secretary NZIEA 
Com. Naveen Chand speak-
ing on industry related issues 
stressed upon the need to 
strengthen the organization in 
every way to be able to face fu-
ture challenges. Com. Naveen 
Chand further said that today 
both our organization and the 
industry are badly affected by 
neo-liberal policies and the 
environment full of communal-
ism. These challenges can be 
met only through establishing 
scientific thinking, ideological 
vision and discipline in the 
organization. Emphasizing on 
the purpose behind the call of 
‘Big Business Day’ on March 
13, 2024 he exhorted the house 
to make the call successful. 
He appealed to organize regu-
lar trade union classes in the 
divisions and reorganizing the 
women’s sub-committee in the 
divisions to increase women’s 
participation in organisational 
activities.

Com. Shrikant Mishra, 
General Secretary, AIIEA nar-
rated the disturbing situations 
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arising out of narrow right-
wing mentality in the country 
and the world. In the year 
2024, elections are going to be 
held in more than 60 countries 
of the world including India. In 
view of the negative impact of 
globalization, the advocates of 
free trade and free economy are 
now talking about ‘swadeshi’ 
the domestic economy. New 
definitions of citizens and 
citizenship are being created. 
Along with creating religious 
frenzy, narrow-minded think-
ing is dominant. Efforts are be-
ing made to put virtual issues 
at the center of discussion by 
ignoring real issues

Cautioning on the growing 
danger of privatization on LIC 
and the sudden increase in 
share price and market cap-
italization of LIC, he advised 

vigilance and preparedness 
for struggle in the background 
of the government deciding to 
further amend the Insurance 
Laws Act. He expressed con-
fidence that AIIEA would be 
ale to secure a very good wage 
revision and find solution to 
other demands it has been 
raising for a long time.

20 Working Committee 
Members from different Di-
visional Units, including the 
Secretariat Members of NZIEA, 
discussed on various issues, 
supplemented the concerns 
expressed by the General Sec-
retary and resolved to ensure 
the massive success of ‘Big 
Business Day’ on March 13 
and to further strengthen the 
organizational activities and 
ensure continuity in them. 
Valuable suggestions in this 

regard were also presented by 
the comrades speaking on the 
occasion. 

Divisional Committee Bikan-

er requested for the opportunity 

to host the upcoming 34th Gen-

eral Conference of NZIEA to be 

held in 2025 at Bikaner. The 

proposal of Bikaner Divisional 

Committee was welcomed by 

the house with thunderous ap-

plause. The General Secretary 

informed that after appropri-

ate discussion at appropriate 

forum, the decision will be in-

formed in due course.

 Com. Ravindra Sharma 
Chief Treasurer NZIEA placed 
the account of the expenses 
incurred during the relevant 
period, which were passed by 
the house unanimously. 

The 52th annual conference 
of Raipur Division Insur-

ance Employees’ UNION was 
held at Saraipali one of the ru-
ral branch of Raipur Division. 
A massive rally at the beginning 
of the conference was organ-
ised which was participated by 
hundreds of comrades of entire 
division and members of fra-
ternal trade unions. The rally 
attempted to educate the city 
dwellers the issues of life and 
living of the common people of 
the country and the total fail-
ure of the government to solve 
the burning issues. The rally 
was greeted by local citizens, 
fraternal Trade unions and oth-
er progressive organisations. 

 The conference began 
with comrade Alexendar Trikey, 
president RDIEU hoisting the 
flag of the organisation. Flow-
eral tributes were paid to the 
martyrs column. The branch 
comrades presented the Jaan 

52nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF Raipur DIEU
Geet. 

Com. V.Ramesh, 
President AIIEA inau-
gurated the conference. 
He elaborately dealt with 
the prevailing social po-
litical and economic sit-
uation in the country. 
He pointed out that the 
manner in which Indian 
economy is being admin-
istered is creating huge 
inequalities both income 
and wealth in the coun-
try. The country is wit-
nessing unprecedented 
concentration of wealth 
while a large number of 
people are struggling for 
survival. Com. Ramesh, 
justified the struggle of 
the farmers for a law on 
minimum support price. 
He said it is ironical 
that when Dr.Swaminathan is 
confirmed Bharath Rathna, his 
recommendation for minimum 

support price for agricultural 
produce is being refused to be 
implemented. Com. Ramesh 
spoke about the challenges 
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before LIC and its Trade union 
movement. The continued 
assault on public sector will 
have its repercussions on LIC 
too. Therefore, the basic task 
of Trade Union movement in 
LIC is to fight against privati-
sation of LIC. Com. Ramesh 
exuded confidence that this 
time too AIIEA will be able 
to secure for the insurance 
employees a very good wage 
revision. 

Com. D.R. Mahapatra, 
General Secretary CZIEA, 
said that the communal and 
divisive policies being pur-
sued by the BJP government 
has made the Indian society 
vulnerable. The politics of 
hate is polarising the society 
harming the cause of national 
unity. Com. Mahapatra said 
that the working class along 
with the former organisations 
must fight not only the battle 
on economic grounds but also 
on social and cultural issues.

Com. Surendra Shar-
ma, in the delegate session 
presented the report. A to-
tal number of 28 delegates 
including the women par-
ticipated and through their 
suggestions enriched the re-
port. Com. V.Ramesh, Com. 
D.R.Mahapatra and Com. 
Usha Parghania, convenor 
women sub-committee too 
addressed the delegates. The 
report and the statement of 
accounts were unanimously 
approved. 

The conference unani-
mously elected Com.Rajesh 
Parate as President, Com. 
Surender Sharma as General 
Secretary and Com. Subash 
Sahu as Treasurer for the 
ensuing term. The conference 
expressed appreciation for 
the work done by Saraipali 
Comrades for the successful 
conduct of the conference.

29th General Conference of
Shahdol DIEU

The 29th General Confer-
ence of Shahdol Division 

Insurance Employees Union 
was held on 16th to 17th 
March 2024 at “SHIVALAYA 
GARDEN “ Beohari, Distt. 
Shahdol (MP). The two days 
conference was inaugurated 
by Com. D.R.Mahapatra, Jt. 
Secretary, AIIEA & General 
secretary CZIEA. Before the 
Inaugural session a huge ral-
ly passed through the streets 
of Beohari city accompanied 
by local folk troops called ‘ 
SHAILA NRITYA”.

The flag of SDIEU was 
hoisted by Com. Abdul Ha-
feez Khan, President SDIEU. 
Later floral tributes were paid 
at the martyrs’ column to the 
leaders and the warriors who 
sacrificed their lives for great 
cause. After the Presidential 
address, welcome address was 
given by Chairman ,Central 
Academic School Beohari Shri 
Ravi Mishra ,Litterateur, social 
activist and President Recep-
tion Committee.

Com. Dharmaraj Mahapa-
tra, General Secretary, CZIEA 
inaugurating the conference 
dealth with the political, social 
and economic situation of the 
country. He criticised the anti 
labour, anti farmer and anti 
people as well as dual policies 
of the government and stressed 
on the need of unified actions 
of working class and kisan 
movement together. Com. Ram 
Narayan Kurariya, Vice Presi-
dent Kisan Sabha and central 
committee member of Adivasi 
Rashtriya Manch, Com. Buddh 
Sen Gond, State President of 
MP Adivasi Ekta Mahasabha, 
Sri Dinkar Tiwari, Div. Secy. 
LIAFI, Com. Vijay Upadhyay 
(AIIPA) Gen.Secy. SDIPA also 
greeted the conference. The 
inaugural session came to a 
close with vote of thanks by 
com. Chandra Mohan Meena 

convener of the conference. 
The delegates session start-

ed with General Secretary 
placing the report on behalf of 
the executive committee. The 
discussion was initiated by 
Com. Mayank Aditya, Jt.sec-
retary, SDIEU. 13 delegates 
from various branches partic-
ipated in the lively discussion. 
The delegate session was also 
addressed by Com. Dharmaraj 
Mahapatra and Com. V.S.Ba-
ghel Jt. Secy. CZIEA. Both of 
them spoke on the need to 
strengthen the industry, fight 
against privatization and join 
the masses in defending the 
constitution, democracy and 
communal harmony.  Finally, 
Com Sangeeta Mallick, Vice. 
President of SDIEU summed 
up the debate after which 
both the report and audited 
statements of accounts were 
unanimously approved. 

The conference unani-
mously elected Com. Abdul 
Hafeez Khan, Com. Swarnendu 
Das and Com. Shyamlal Rajak 
as President, General Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively for 
the ensuing term.
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The 4th Annual GB meeting of 
GIPA Bangalore Region was 

held at ‘Souhardha’, Bangalore 
on 29-03-2024. Shri.NG.Ra-
machandra Rao presided over 
the session.

The meeting had the oppor-
tunity of hearing Com J.Guru-
murthy, VP, AIIPA and         Com 
Amanulla Khan, Senior leader 
of Insurance employees’ move-
ment.Naturally the presenta-
tion of these two veterans on 
current developments were 
illuminating.

The meeting, after delib-
erations, adopted the work 
report presented by General 
Secretary Com NP Umapathy 
and the statement of accounts 
presented by treasurer Com KS 
Krishnamurthy.

Coms Bhaskar Somayaji, Jt 
Secretary, AIIPA, S Sadananda 
Dhaded, Gen. Secretary, GIPA 
Hubballi), G.K.Gangadhar, 
General Secretary, ICPA Ban-
galore and Mahesh, Gen secre-

tary, BRGIEA Bangalore offered 
their greetings among others.

Eight new members were 
enrolled at the start of the 
meeting and it was resolved to 
take up special drive to enrol 
more members in the ensuing 
period.

Resolutions on pending 
demands were adopted with 
a resolve to carry forward the 
movement to get them realised.

 Three Pensioners name-
ly Com.Saroj kumar Bajpai, 
Com.M.C.Sarathy, Com.H.Ra-
ghuvir  who have crossed 75 

General Body Meeting of GIPA Bangalore Region

years of age were felicitated.
The meeting elected a new 

team of office-bearers and 
Executive Committee with 
S/Shri.U.Mahesh Rao (Retd 
MD,GIC) as Patron, NG Ram-
achandra Rao(Retd RM,OIC) 
as President, NP Umapathy 
as General Secretary and KS 
Krishnamurthy as Treasurer 
for the ensuing term

The Annual GB meeting 
concluded with a vote of thanks 
proposed by Organising Secre-
tary Com H S Krishnamurthy.

The 27th Annual General 
Body Meet ing  o f  ICREA 
Hyderabad was held on 17th 
March, 2024. The meeting 
was presided over by Com. 
Adish Reddy,  President, 
ICREA Hyderabad.  Com. 

General Body Meeting of ICREA Hyderabad
TVNS Ravindranath, General 
Secretary, SCZIEF & Com. 
K .  V e n u g o p a l ,  f o r m e r 
General Secretary AIIEA, 
attended the meeting. Com. 
Bhagyalaxmi, Vice-President, 
ICREA welcomed the gathering.

   In his inaugural address, 
Com. Ravindranath, dwelt at 
length on the present political 
s i tuation, the insurance 
industry, State of wage revision 
talks, pensioners ‘ issues 
etc. He infromed the totally 
negative attitude of the Govt 
towards public sector and the 
working class and called for 
strengthening the organisation 
to resist all attempts to deny/ 
dilute the benefits legitimately 
due to the employees and 
pensioners.

Com. Venugopal dealt 
with the pension issues. He 
pointed out the meagre amount 
of pension that retirees in 
other state and Central public 
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sector units like ECIL get.  
He emphasized that if LIC 
pensioners want to safeguard 
their pension then, they must 
demand scrapping of the 
NPS and extension of the old 
pension scheme (OPS) to all 
in- service employees and 
also support the agitation by 
different state and Central 
Govt employees for restoration 
of the Old Pension Scheme. In 
the coming general elections, 
our vote should go to the party 
that supports restoration of 

the Old Pension Scheme or the 
defined pension scheme, com. 
Venugopal said.

The Report was presented  
by  Com. G. Patankar,  General 
Secretary. The Report and the 
statement of Accounts for the 
year 2023 were unanimously 
approved by the AGB. The 
meeting unanimously elected 
Com. N. Adish Reddy as 
President, Com. G. Patankar 
as General Secretary.

The meeting also felicitated 
senior most pensioners - Sri. 

Ashirwadam , VVNS Acharyulu 
&  Smt. Tara,                  Com. 
Prakash Rao, President & 
Com. Shanker Narayana, Vice- 
President, GIPA, Hyderabad 
and Com.  Th i rupata iah 
General Secretary, ICEU, 
Hyderabad & Com.Raghu,GS, 
ICEU Secunderabad greeted 
the general body. The meeting 
concluded with vote of thanks 
by Com. B. Jayaraju, CC 
member ,AIIPA.

The 28th Annual General 
Meeting of LIC Pensioners’ 

Association, ksdo, was held 
in a befitting manner on 23rd 
March, 2024 with participation 
of more than 100 pensioners 
and family pensioners. Guest 
speakers  f rom d i f f e rent 
fraternal organizations graced 
the occasion with their eloquent 
deliberations before the house. 

The meeting was presided 
over by the president Com Bimal 
Das. The General Secretary of 
the Association welcomed the 
pensioners and the guests. 
Com Rana Mitra, General 
Secretary of All India NABARD 
Employees’ Association, while 
inaugurating the meeting 
delivered a beautiful speech 
covering the present political- 
social and economic situation of 
the country. He also addressed 

28th General Body Meeting of  
LIC Pensioners’ Association, KSDO

elaborately the recent historic 
judgment of the Apex Court 
on the issue of electoral bond 
scheme which has exposed 
nexus between corporate and 
ruling party. Com Amitabho 
Ghosh , General Secretary of 
EZIEA and Com Deboprasad 
Gayen , the vice-president 
of AIIPA also spoke at length 
and inspired the house to 
stand beside the real friends 
of working class people in 
the  ensuing  par l iament 
election. Com Subir Sengupta, 
Pensioners’ Association of 
KMDO-I and Com Ramprasad 
Das, Pensioners’ Association, 
Howrah Division also greeted 
the house. Com Ujjwal Pal, 
the General Secretary of 
KSDIEA, while addressing the 
meeting said that we all are 
witnessing a changed nation 
what we witnessed in our 
adolescent and similarly our 
great institution of LIC has also 
changed a lot in all aspects and 
transformed into one of the 
finest financial institutions of 
the world. He acknowledged 
the contributions of  the 
employees of the past and 
invited the house to give their 

best possible support to protect 
and strengthen LIC.

The General Secretary 
of the Association placed 
the Report of the Executive 
Committee and on behalf 
of Treasurer Com Samar 
Bhattacharjee submitted 
the Report of the Audited 
Accounts before the meeting. 
Com Sujit De and veteran 
com Dipak Chattopadhyay 
discussed on the report 
and Com Chattopadhyay 
reposed his confidence on 
prudence and strategies of 
AIIEA and AIIPA. The Report 
and audited accounts were 
accepted unanimously by the 
house. The meeting greeted 
Com Gouranga Chakrovorty 
and Com Bimal Das as the 
senior most pensioners of the 
house attending the meeting. 
The members attending the 
meeting saluted them with a 
shawl and sweet packets for 
their glorious journey with the 
Association since inception.

The meeting unanimously 
elected Com Timir Baran 
Bhattacharrya as President , 
Com Samar Bhattacharjee as 
General Secretary and Com 
Sibapada Sarkar as Treasurer 
for the year 2024. Com Ratan 
Roy, Joint Secretary proposed 
the vote of thanks. 
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Convention on Defence of Public Sector &
Universal Social Security in Bongaigaon Division

Sponsored jointly by the 
Bonga igaon  D iv i s i on 

I n s u r a n c e  E m p l o y e e s ’ 
Association (BDIEA), Guwahati 
Division IEA, LICPA, Guwahati 
Division and LICAO, a well 
attended Convention against 
the onslaught on the Public 
Sector and demanding a 
Universal Pension Scheme 
was held at the historic Azad 
Bhavan, Pathsala, a branch 
centre in Bongaigaon Division. 
More than one hundred 
LIC employees, Pensioners 
and agents attended the 
Convention. Inaugurating 
the Convention Satanjib Das, 
President, AIIPA lambasted 
the BJP government at the 
centre for its anti-public sector 
policy, particularly its decision 
to disinvest the shares of LIC. 
He reminded the Convention of 
the remark made by Narendra 
Modi in 2013 in a conclave 
organised by ‘India Today’ that 
the Public Sector was born 
to die and that PSUs were 
either to be closed down and 
privatised. After assuming 
the responsibility of the Prime 
Minister in May 2014 Modi 
and the government led by him 
have been implementing that 
insidious agenda. Pointing 
out that the disinvestment 
is the starting point and 
privatisation of the institution 
is the end-point, he underlined 
that the onslaught on LICI 
is not an isolated one. It is 
integrally linked to the neo-
liberal economic policies, so 
aggressively pursued by the 
Modi government. The same 
policies are also at the root of 
attacks on pension and social 
security network, he said. 
Explaining the importance 

of the demand of Universal 
Pension Scheme raised by 
the AIIPA and the trade union 
movement as a whole, Satanjib 
Das emphasised the need of 
orienting the struggles of the 
working masses towards a 
reversal of the policies that 
are being pursued by the 
present government which is 
also bent upon destroying the 
secular-democratic fabrics of 
our country and polarising the 
common people on communal 
lines. Das pointed out that 
a change in the present 
economic policy framework and 
the protection of the secular 
-Democratic fabrics of our 
country as well as peoples’ 
unity demand a change of 
the present political regime 
at the Centre. In this context, 
he said, the 2024 Lok Sabha 
election has turned out to be 
a determining political event. 
The working masses and more 
particularly the insurance 
employees, pensioners and 
agents cannot afford to remain 
as passive spectators to this 
political battle. Satanjib Das 
called upon them to join 
actively in this battle and 
campaign and vote for those 
political forces who consistently 
stand by the public sector, 

support the demand of OPS 
for all and a Universal Pension 
Scheme and firmly stand for 
the secular-democratic polity 
of our country as envisaged in 
our Constitution.

At the outset P. Rajbhandari, 
General Secretary GDIEA 
explained the purpose of the 
Convention while B.R.Kalita, 
General Secretary LICPA, 
Guwahati Division placed the 
draft Resolution before the 
Convention.

Several speakers including 
Monoranjan Sarkar, Zonal 
President LICAO, Hangsha Ram 
Barman (BDIEA), Asish Paul, 
Joint Secretary GDIEA, Kamini 
Kr. Roy, General Secretary, 
LICAO, Bongaigaon Division 
and Bhabendra Kr. Kalita, 
Jt. Convenor JCTU, Assam 
addressed the Convention and 
spoke in support of the draft 
Resolution which was later 
adopted unanimously.

A presidium consisting of 
Dinesh Sarma (President LICPA, 
Guwahati Division), Dwijendra 
Nath Rabha (President, BDIEA), 
Durga Charan Roy (LICAO, 
Bongaigaon Divn.) and Ranjit 
Bhuyan (President, GDIEA) 
presided over the Convention.
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 WOMEN’S DAY AT BENGALURU

International Women’s Day 
was observed by Women’s 

Sub Committees of Insurance 
Corporation Employees’ Union, 
Bangalore I & II at Souharda 
on 23rd March 2024. Com. M 
Girija, Joint Secretary, AIIEA 
and Com. Amanulla Khan, 
Former President, AIIEA and 
Editor, Insurance Worker 
were the chief guests on the 
occasion.

In her key note address 
Com. Girija stressed the need 
to fight for the rights of women 
in the society in which we are 
living. Though in recent times 
women have achieved success 
in almost all walks of life, 
there is much to be achieved, 
she said. We are witnessing 
increase in cases of atrocities, 
sexual harassment, domestic 
violence, dowry deaths, honour 
killings etc. She regretted that 
in many cases the suffering 
victims are targeted while the 
culprits escape due to political 
influences. In Tamilnadu, 
organizations like GEWECA 
[Gender Equality We Care} 
organized by Madurai Division 
and AIDWA have come forward 
to help women victims providing 

moral, legal and financial 
support. In this scenario 
gender sensitivity is to be 
included in the curriculum 
of education, she opined. 
Com. Girija called upon 
insurance employees to 
continue their efforts to 
help in fighting gender 
inequality, exploitation of 
women and bring about a 
change in the society so that 
women can lead a dignified 
life.

Com. Amanulla Khan, 
explained how extreme 
inequality in the society 
is severely impacting the 
women in our country. He 
said that it is the system 
and the mindset that are 
the root cause for plight 
of the women. Women are 
targeted for political gains. 
Divisive issues are injected 
into the minds in the name 
of religion, language, caste 
etc. It is unfortunate that 
women are exploited at 
working places though they 
are equally contributing to 
the economic development. 
She is denied equal wages 
and job security. Instead of 

increasing investment on women’s 
education and health, government 
has cut down budget allocation 
on welfare schemes for women. 
We should make all efforts to 
fight against this injustice and 
to make the society equal and 
fair not only to women but other 
poorer sections by forging strong 
alliances with other organizations, 
he said.

Com. H R Gayathri, Zonal 
Convenor, Karnataka State 
Working Women’s coordination 
committee highlighted the issues 
of women and called upon 
comrades to undertake activities 
to help the oppressed sections 
in the coming days. To mark the 
occasion, it was decided to help 
two institutions: “Mathrushree” 
a home for mentally challenged 
orphans at Malleshwaram and 
a similar institution “Aadhara” 
situated at Chintamani by 
donating items useful to the 
inmates. Top women agents 
in terms of number of policies 
and premium income from both 
divisions were honoured on the 
occasion.

The meeting started with 
melodious and meaningful songs 
by comrades of Oriental and 

C a n a r a  M u t u a l 
B u i d i n g s  a n d 
M a l l e s h w a r a m 
Units. Coms. P T 
S a t h y a n a r a y a n a 
and TPN Murthy, 
presidents of ICEU, 
DO I & II presided 
over the meeting. 
Com. Shantha L K 
Rao, Convenor, DO I 
welcomed and Com. 
M Vi jayakumari , 
Convenor ,  DO I I 
proposed vote of 

thanks.
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Ambedkar Jayanthi at Hyderabad
ICEU Hyderabad and Secun-

derabad Divisions together 
celebrated the 133rd Birth An-
niversary of Bharat Ratna and 
Architect of Indian Constitution 
Dr BR Ambedkar at Hyderabad 
Divisional Office in a purpose-
ful way on 14th April 2024. 

Com. G.Thirupataiah, Gen-
eral Secretary of Hyderabad 
Division, in his initial remarks 
welcomed the Chief Guest Sri 
Satish Chander, Sr.Journalist 
& Poet, leadership of AIIEA, 
SCZIEF and comrades of both 
the divisions. The programme 
started off with the garlanding 
of Dr Ambedkar’s portrait by 
Presidents of both the divi-
sions. 

Com. B.S.Ravi, Treasurer, 
AIIEA while addressing the 
members paid rich tributes to 
Babasaheb by recollecting the 
hardships and discrimination 
he faced in his life journey. In 
spite of adverse social and po-
litical situations, Dr Ambedkar 
remained undeterred in shap-
ing the Indian Constitution 
which stands as a strong foun-
dation to Indian democracy, he 
observed. 

Sri Satish Chander, Senior 

Journalist, Writer and Poet 
through unveiled less-known 
facts of Dr Ambedkar’s strug-
gles in the path of achieving 
social justice and equality to 
different sections in the soci-
ety. He slowly unwrapped the 
brilliance of Dr Ambedkar, 
who went to the root cause of 
a social evil in order to uproot 
it totally. His anecdotes mixed 
with humorous wit, have driven 
the essence of the topic into 
the minds of the audience. His 
presentation of Ambedkar’s 
fight for women rights and their 
emancipation went down well 
with the listeners. He made 
clear the dangers lurking now 
in the current political and 
economic situation, where cor-
porates are slowly engulfing the 
public sector. He informed the 
audience of ther responsibility 
to stand and question the in-
justice and raise voice against 
unconstitutional actions. 

Com. Shreekanta Mishra, 
General Secretary of AIIEA 
urged upon the comrades to 
use their vote weapon wisely 
and stand by progressive ide-
ology. He lamented the fact 
how the ruling regime is now 

trying to kidnap and own up 
Dr Ambedkar’s ideology as 
their own. Com. TVNS Ravin-
dranath, GS, SCZIEF in his 
address congratulated the 
ICEU leadership for organising 
a good and purposeful seminar 
and gave a call to the comrades 
to make wise use of their fran-
chise in the coming elections. 

Com. G.Thirupathaiah, GS, 
ICEU, Hyderabad informed 
about the online elocution 
competition conducted by the 
divisions to young batch of 
recruits on topics of Indian 
Constitution, Indian Secular 
Democracy and Present eco-
nomic and Political situation. 
He congratulated the partic-
ipants and winners. He ac-
knowledged the contribution 
of Hyderabad, Secunderabad 
DO, P&GS and ZO base units 
Presidents for acting as judges 
for the competition. Prizes were 
handed over to the winners by 
the Chief guest. 

The Seminar came to an 
end with the vote of thanks by 
Com. B Prabhakar, Vice Pres-
ident of ICEU, Secunderabad 
Division.
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Cuttack: Seminar on Relevance of Ambedkar Philosophy 

On the 133rd birth anni-
versary of Dr. Babasaheb 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, an 
Indian jurist, economist, social 
reformer, and politician and is 
best known as the chief archi-
tect of the Indian Constitution, 
a seminar on the “Ambedkar’s 
Philosophy and its relevance to-
day” was jointly held by CDIEA, 
Cuttack, and OSGIEA on April 
14, 2024, in LIC Cuttack Di-
visional Office premises. Ad-
dressing the seminar as chief 
speaker, Sri Manas Jena, noted 
social activist and columnist, 
said that Ambedkar’s philos-
ophy is more relevant today 
than ever before, when present 
ruling dispensation at centre 
is undermining parliament 
and constitution and trying to 
destroy the secular character 
of our nation. Urging audience 
to defeat fascist, reactionary 
forces, he said that 2024 Lok 
Sabha election is last chance 
to save our demonocracy and 
constitution.

While com (Dr) Santosh 
Kumar Mohapatra ( CDIEA) 
and Com Mans Ranjan Pat-
tnayak ( OSGIEA) jointly pre-
sided over the meeting; Com 

Mohapatra in his presidential 
address also spoke about the 
need of constitutional morality 
, social democracy, indepen-
dence of media, judiciary and 
extermination of caste system 
and independent investigating 
agencies. While Com Abhaya 
Kumar Das, General Secretary 
of CDIEA gave introductory ad-

COM C. ACHUTHAN
Com C. Achuthan, veteran leader 

of LIC Employees Union, Kozhikode 
Division passed away on 21.4.2024. 
Com Achuthan was 86 and was ailing 
from age related issues for quite 
sometime.

Com Achuthan  se r ved  the 
organisation in different capacities in 
the Kozhikode Division. He worked as 
the President and General Secretary of 
the Divisional Unit. He also served SZIEF as its Vice-President.

Com Achuthan was a popular and much loved personality. 
He played a very important role in building and strengthening 
the insurance employees movement in the State of Kerala. He 
was suspended during the struggle against LIC lock out in 
the year 1974. He was a source of inspiration for the younger 
cadres and leaders. 

Com Achuthan also served AIIPA as its central committee 
member. His death is a great loss for the movement of the 
insurance employees. AIIEA and Insurance Worker condoles 
his death and shares the grief with the bereaved family.

dress, Com Debashis Nayak, 
General Secretary, OSGIEA, 
proposed vote of thanks. Com 
G N Mohanty, seniormost 
Comrade, former president of 
CDIEA felicitated chief speak-
er. A large number LIC/GIC 
employees, pensioners, fra-
ternal trade union  leaders 
attended the seminar. 
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INSURANCE 

NEWS

IN BRIEF

A.M. KhAn, Dharwad

GIC Re ,  the publ ic sector 

re insurer ,  in  Maharashtra, 
has partnered with the state 
government in strengthening 
state’s community institutions, 
p r o m o t i n g   s u s t a i n a b l e 
social, economic and rural 
transformation for the holistic 
village development through 
gender sensitive and inclusive 
social, economic and rural 
measures and development 
planning. It has provided over Rs.11.88 crore for 
this project.

è
LIC has emerged as the strongest insurance brand 
in the world, as per a report released by Brand 
Finance Insurance 100 2024. The report notes that 
LIC’s brand value remains steady at USD 9.8 billion, 
accompanied by a brand strength index score of 
88.3 and an associated AAA brand strength rating.

è
IRDAI said Life Insurance Corporation, GIC 
Re., and New India continue to be identified 
as Domestic Systemically Important Insurers 
(D-Slls), in 2023-24. D-Slls refer to insurers of such 
size, market importance, and domestic and 
global inter connectedness, whose distress or 
failure would cause a significant dislocation in 
the domestic financial system. Therefore, the 
continued functioning of D-Slls is critical for the 
uninterrupted availability of insurance services to 
the national economy, said the IRDAI.

è
The GIFT City (The Gujarat International Finance 
Tec-City), India’s first International Financial 
Services Centre(IFSC), has for the first time got a full 
fledged foreign reinsurance player in this special 
economic zone(SEZ) for financial services. The 
International Financial Services Centre Authority 
(IFSCA), a unified regulator for international 
financial services with a mandate to develop 
and promote India as a global financial hub, has 
granted license to Allianz Partners, one of the group 
companies of multinational re/insurer Allianz, to set 
up its operations in the GIFT City. An unparalleled 

competitor to public sector GIC Re. 

è
In a bid to protect the uniqueness of Bima Sugam 
platform in the Indian economy, the new IRDAI 
regulations, which have now been published by 
the government in the gazette notification, bar 
any other entities from floating similar platform like 
Bima Sugam- Insurance Electronic Marketplace. It’s 
an online platform where customers can choose 
a suitable scheme from multiple options given by 
various companies. All insurance requirements, 
including those for life, health, and general 

insurance (including motor and 
travel) will be met by Bima Sugam. 
The hallmark of this platform is its 
streamlined, paperless claim 
settlement process, leveraging 
policy numbers for both health 
coverage and death claims

è
New India Assurance(NIA), a 
public sector general insurance 
company, the largest Indian 
general insurance multinational, 

has ended FY 23-24 with a global premium of Rs 
41,860 crore, showing  a year-on-year growth  of 
over 8 per cent during the period. Having presence 
in 25 countries across the world, most of the 
NIA’s  growth has come from the domestic market. 
NIA has recorded a premium of Rs 37,035 crore, 
with a y-o-y growth of 7.4 per cent in the Indian 
market, that has touched Rs 2,89,726 crore of 
premium in FY 24-25. The company’s gross premium 
from overseas markets has risen by over 12 per cent 
to Rs 4,825 crore during FY 2023-24.

è
The Supreme Court has ruled that just as the 
insured has a duty to disclose all relevant facts, 
the insurance company too is under a statutory 
obligation to inform the insured about the policy 
terms and conditions without suppressing any 
details. The bench of Justices B.V. Nagarathna and 
Augustine George Masih said in a judgment “Just 
as the insured has a duty to disclose all material 
facts, the insurer must also inform the insured about 
the terms and conditions of the policy that is going 
to be issued to him and must strictly conform to the 
statements in the proposal form or prospectus, or 
those made through his agents.”

è
IRDAI has finalised the surrender value percentages 
are to be effective from 1st April 2024 :
30% of total premiums paid if surrendered during 
the second year.
35% of total premiums paid if surrendered during 
the third year.
50% of total premiums paid if surrendered between 
the fourth and seventh years.
90% of total premiums paid if surrendered during 
the last two years.

è
In a study, Swiss Re says “ In what was the hottest 
year on record, natural disasters resulted in 
insured losses of USD 108 billion in 2023, Indicative 
of what has become a new norm, the insured 
losses surpassed USD 100 billion for the fourth 
consecutive year.” It goes on to mention that last 
year economic losses from natural catastrophes 
reached USD 280 billion, meaning that 62% of the 
global losses were uninsured.
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Pilots from Vistara Airlines co 
owned by TATA Group and 
Singapore Airlines, begun a sick 
leave strike on 1st April 2024 to 
protest a wage revision structure 
announced in Feb 2024 under 
new structure to be implemented 
prior to the merging of Vistara 
with AIR INDIA. Pilots will only be 
guaranteed pay for 40 hours per 
month, instead of the current 70 
hours. 

ê
Hundreds of workers protested at the port of 
Visakhapatnam on March 17 th to demand 
implementation of the wage revision for Class III 
and class IV workers, effective from January 2022. 
The protest which was organised as “ALL INDIA 
BETRAYAL DAY”. Port workers at Goa and other 
workers like Railway workers and Mormugoa port 
workers also held protest. 

ê
Factory Workers from Exedy Clutch at Kolar in 
Karnataka state, have been on strike since March 
25th to demand a wage increase. The CITU called 
the strike in February. The company locked out 
450 workers after a breakdown in negotiation over 
welfare measures. At least 18 Union members were 
suspended during the dispute.

ê
Hundreds of Information Technology workers 
demonstrated in Bengaluru on March 16th to 
protest the forced exemption of employees from 
labor laws in the IT industry. The protest was called 
by the Karnataka State IT/ITES Employees Union 
(KITU). Workers held banners and placards shouting 
slogans such as Long Live Workers Unity in front of 
Labor Commissioner’s Office. Workers complained 
of being treated as modern day slaves, without 
any Labor laws and strike banned and subjected 
to Draconian indiscriminate hire & fire practices 
from employers. They have no job security when 
the market is on decline. In this year alone, 32000 
tech workers have lost their jobs in the state.

ê
Outsourced sewage cleaners and pump operators, 
represented by the Sewerage Board Workers 
Sangharsh Committee demonstrated outside 
the Sewerage Board Office on March 19th over 
delay in paying wages. They are employed by 
a private company. The workers supposed to be 
paid on every 7th day of each month but the wage 
payments are often delayed by up to 13 days. A 
Sewerage Board official tried to divert the protest 
and wipe their hands of any responsibilities, insisting 
that the workers should take up their grievance with 
the private constructor.

ê

On March 14th hundreds of bus 
conductors  employed by a 
private contractor at the Tapavan 
Depot in Nasik stopped work 
to protest the non payment of 
salaries. Conductors demanded 
timely salary disbursement and 
demanded Diwali festival bonus 
for the past years.

ê
Tamil Nadu Transport Corporation’s 
Ret i red Employees  Wel fare 
Association members from Erode 

Transport department demonstrated on 25th March 
demanding unpaid pensions and for resumption of 
Dearness Allowances adjusted for inflation. There 
are about 92000 transport workers in the State who 
have been protesting over the same demands. 

ê
Workers from the Bellsonica Auto Component India 
Private Limited Factory at the Industrial Model 
Township, Manesar, in Haryana State, have been 
holding a sit-down hunger protest outside the 
factory since May 4th 2023. They are protesting 
the arbitrary termination and suspension of both 
permanent and contract workers.

ê
Protesting over their long pending demands and 
pressing for reallocating duties to 200 sanitation 
workers who lost their jobs earlier in April 2024 after 
Municipal Corporation gave the contract to clean 
public toilets to private companies. Sanitation 
workers in Mohali had even stalled door to door 
garbage collection in a few sectors of the city. 
Sanitation workers in Mohali who have been on 
strike since 11th April, called off strike following 
meeting with Mohali Mayor and MC officials on 
15th April. 

ê
More than 5000 workers in Karawal Nagar(New 
Delhi) had a 10 day protest seeking an increase 
in their wages since March 1st. Almonds imported 
from California reach Khari Baoli region of Delhi, 
where thousands of workers shell, hull, clean, 
sort and pack almonds for consumption in India. 
However, the workers face no dignity of labour in 
the area with their rights being violated and no due 
respect being given to them. Reports have stated 
that men, who are mostly employed to operate 
machines are paid Rs.5 per kg to process almond, 
the workers struggle to earn even Rs.300 a day, with 
the average at Rs.200 a day. The workers do not 
have weekly holidays and work for about 14 to 15 
hours every day, without any overtime being paid 
to them. The workers also face occupational health 
hazards due to chemicals used, the dust created, 
etc., with no health benefits extended to them.

WORKING

 CLASS

STRUGGLE

S. SridhArA, Mysore
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¾	Moody’s Analytics projected 

India’s economy to expand 

6.1% in 2024, lower than 7.7% 

growth in 2023. It said output 

in India remains 4% lower as 

compared to pre-covid situation 

and its various after-shocks from 

supply snags to military conflicts 
abroad. Asian Development 

Bank has projected India’s GDP 

growth in 2024-25 to 7% from 

7.6%in 2023-24. In 2025-26, ADB 

projects India’s GDP to grow 

at 7.2%. Retail inflation is expected to ease 
to 4.6% this year and 4.5% in 2025-26. India’s 

“persistent” food inflation is expected to drop 
to 5.7% as farm output returns to normal trends 

this year. India accounts for 80% of South Asia’s 

GDP and is still the fastest growing sub-region 

with improving domestic demand, as prices 

moderate in most economies. South Asia is 

expected to grow 6.3% this year and 6.6% in 

2025. Stressing that India’s economic outlook 

depends on price and financial market stability 
that are crucial for consumer and business 

confidence, ADB cautions that its projections 
face a domestic risk from global shocks such 

as a spike in crude oil prices and energy prices 

leading to higher global inflation and tighter 
financial conditions.

¾	According to IMF’s Global Financial Stability 

Report, one area of concern is the $ 1.2 

trillion private credit market, which has rapidly 

expanded since the global financial crisis, 

rising six-fold. The private credit market is 

very opaque and would-be regulators and 

authorities responsible for maintaining the 

stability of the financial system have little idea 
what is going on in this area. In the US, its market 

share is almost equal to that of syndicated 

loans and high yield bonds – they pointed out 

that pension funds and insurance companies 

had eagerly made investments that, though 

illiquid, offered higher returns. The lack of 

liquidity, that is the ability to rapidly turn assets 

into cash, is not a problem under conditions 

of stability. But that can quickly change if 

there is volatility and a rush to get into cash. 

In other words, the supposed guardians of the 

financial system are largely in the dark as far 
as this rapidly expanding, and increasingly 

important area of the market is concerned. 

Given that this ecosystem is opaque and highly 

inter-connected, and if fast growth continues 

with limited oversight, existing 

vulnerabilities could become 

a systemic risk for the broader 

financial system”.

¾	According to IMF, the fiscal 
position of United States is of 

a “particular concern”. The 

huge US debt raised risks to the 

disinflation process, “ as well as 
long term fiscal and stability 
risks for the global economy, 

something will have to give”. 

“ The worsening debt situation, not only in the 

US but also in other major economies – the IMF 

named Italy, UK and China – was also a matter 

of concern. According to IMF, USA to record a 

fiscal deficit of 7.1% of GDP next year, more than 
three times the 2% average for other economies. 

In 2023, US had exhibited “remarkably large 

fiscal slippages” with the deficit reaching 8.8% of 
GDP, up from 4.4% in 2022. The IMF also warned 

that risks to financial stability may also stem from 
the inter-connections of private credit with other 

parts of the financial system under conditions 
where “data constrains” made it “challenging” 

for supervisors to “evaluate exposures across 

segments of the financial sector” and assess 
potential spell overs.

¾	The Indian real estate market is expected 

to reach $ 1.5 trillion in 2034, contributing 

10.5% to economic output, according to a 

joint study made by Knight Frank India and 

the Confederation of Indian Industry. The 

residential market is expected to lead with a 

value of $ 906 billion, followed by the office 
sector contributing $ 125 billion. Also, land 

for manufacturing activities is estimated to 

generate a value of $ 28 billion, driven by 

rising demand in India, while warehousing is 

projected to yield revenue of $ 8.9 billion. India’s 

economic growth in the next decade would 

depend heavily on several factors, including a 

growing young population, bolstered domestic 

manufacturing, infrastructure development 

and urban expansion, according to the report. 

“Under favourable conditions for these drivers 

and assuming annual 2% depreciation of INR 

to dollar exchange rate, India’s GDP could 

potentially reach $ 10.3 billion by 2034, the study 

added. In 2023, the sector’s market size was 

approximately $ 484 billion, contributing to 7.3% 

to the total economic output of the country.
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World’s strongest: LIC has emerged 
as the strongest insurance brand 
globally, according to a report 
Brand Finance Insurance 100 
2024. The report said that LIC’s 
brand value remains steady at 
USD 9.8 billion, accompanied by a 
brand strength index score of 88.3 
and an associated AAA brand 
strength rating.
The Saviour: LIC, with assets worth 
over Rs.50 Lakh Crores, is the 
country’s largest custodian of 
insurance policies. There are over 270 Indian 
companies as of December 2023 in which LIC 
owns at least 1% or more, the holdings being 
worth Rs.13 Lakh Crores. As a shareholder at these 
firms, it was part of the voting decisions for a total 
of 1,965 proposals during April-December. In the 
nine months ending December 2023, LIC showed 
dissent in around 2% of the board proposals it 
had to decide on as a shareholder. Due to its 
“substantial say in the listed space, LIC’s voting 
may have not only protected the interest of 
thousands of common investors but also may have 
sharpened India Inc.’’s focus on governance,” said 
the head of a shareholder advisory firm. Typically, 
large public shareholders, while investing in Indian 
companies, often follow LIC’s cues, given its 60% 
market share in the insurance industry and about 
68% share in terms of equity holding among insurers.
59% Growth: The value of LIC’s investment in seven 
Adani group companies has soared from Rs.38,471 
crore as on March 31, 2023 to Rs.61,210 crore on 
March 31, 2024, registering an increase of Rs.22,378 
crore, according to stock exchange data. LIC has 
seen a 59% rise in value of its investments in Adani 
group companies in 2023-24 fiscal year after the 
conglomerate made a smart recovery since being 
hammered by the Hindenburg report.
LIC’s Shares: Domestic brokerage firm Kotak 
Institutional Equities continues to remain positive 
on LIC Stock and sees a strong upside of up to 44% 
(to Rs.1,300).
General Insurance: The general insurance industry 
reported a growth of 13% in FY24. In FY23, there was 
a growth rate exceeding 16%. However, there was 
a slowdown in FY24 largely due to the performance 
of crop insurance. Specialised insurer AIC reported 
a decline of 32% in growth due to the slowdown in 
agriculture insurance. Excluding specialised insurers 
like AIC, the industry saw a growth rate of 16.22%. 
In FY25, the industry is expected to report 15-17% 
growth led by the health and motor insurance 
sectors.
Reveal all: The Supreme Court has ruled that just 
as the insured has a duty to disclose all relevant 
facts, the insurance company too is under a 

statutory obligation to inform the 
insured about the policy terms and 
conditions without suppressing 
any details. 
Surrender value :  IRDAI  has 
announced the retention of 
existing surrender values for life 
insurance policies. The draft 
regulations initially proposed higher 
surrender values for policyholders, 
triggering apprehensions within 
the industry about increased 
short-term exits from long-term life 

insurance policies. Under the revised guidelines, 
the guaranteed surrender values for regular pay 
and single premium products have been outlined. 
Less Capital: IRDAI’s draft bill suggests doing away 
with the existing requirement of paid-up equity 
capital of Rs.100 crore for setting up a life, general 
or health insurance business and Rs.200 crore for 
reinsurance businesses. This will pave the way for 
more insurance companies in all segments and 
more competition.
Another HI: Another health insurance company, 
Galaxy Health and Allied Insurance promoted by 
TVS, has received approval from IRDAI. Now, there 
are 7 health insurers.
New regulator: A new regulator for health insurance 
may be among the first proposals to be signed 
off by the next government. The ministry has 
tapped the health ministry to begin consultations 
with insurance companies, healthcare service 
providers, the National Health Authority and 
others to formalize the plan. The proposed 
sectoral watchdog would address issues such 
as standardization of treatment costs and fast 
settlement of claims.
Customized insurance: From April 1, when we buy 
insurance for a car or take out a health cover, 
insurance companies can offer a product totally 
customised for us. This is the biggest change in the 
insurance product place to have happened in the 
Indian market.
Monthly payment: Star Health has launched India’s 
first ever health insurance policy with a monthly 
payments option for the premium. Until now, 
all health insurance policies in India come with 
a yearly payment option. The policy has been 
launched in tie-up with PhonePe.
Cheque dishonour: SBI has wrongly dishonoured a 
cheque issued by a pilot to an insurance company. 
Acknowledging the hardship and mental agony of 
the pilot to fly the aircraft 50 times during the period 
of no insurance coverage caused by SBI, the 
national consumer disputes redressal commission 
(NCDRC) directed SBI to pay a compensation of 
Rs.15 lakh and Rs.50,000 litigation cost.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

 Month Base 2016  2001 1960

 Apr 2023 134.2 386.50 8822.12
 May 134.7 387.94  8854.99
 June 136.4    392.83 8966.74
 July 139.7    402.34 9183.68
 Aug 139.2    400.90 9150.81
 Sept 137.5    396.00 9039.06
 Oct 138.4    398.59 9098.22
 Nov 139.1 400.61 9144.24
 Dec 138.8    399.74 9124.52
 Jan 2024  138.9 400.03 9131.09
 Feb            NOT RELEASED YET

Base1960=Base2001x22.8259 Base 2001=Base 2016x2.88

COM NEELIMA MOITRA

Com Neelima Moitra, Founder General 
Secretary and Former President of All India 
Federation of Anganwadi Workers and 
Helpers passed away on 12 April 2024 at a 
hospital in Kolkata at the age 92. She had 
been ailing for quite sometime.

Com Neelima was closely associated 
with the movement of insurance employees. 
She had inaugurated the All India Women’s 
Convention of AIIEA at Kolkata and a number 
of AIIEA conferences had her presence. Her 
appearance despite her ill health in the 
Kolkata Conference of AIIEA held in January 
2023 had inspired every single delegate and 
observer.

Com Neelima married Com Sunil Moitra, 
the legendary leader of AIIEA in 1951. Her 
two sons Gautam and Bhaskar worked for 
the movement led by AIIEA. Com Neelima 
firmly believed that humanity can redeem 
itself by overthrowing the exploitative 
capitalist order and by establishing a social 
order based on justice and equality. She 
devoted her entire life in pursuit of this goal.

Her passing away at a time when the 
working class is engaged in fierce struggle 

to protect democracy and constitution is a great loss to the movement. Her life and struggle 
would continue to inspire the movement of insurance employees. The AIIEA mourns her 
unfortunate demise and shares the grief with the family and thousands of her comrades 
across the country. Red Salute Com Neelima. 

DONATIONS
TO INSURANCE WORKER AND AIIEA

Com. M.Karuppaiah, President, CRGIEA  
 Rs.10000
Com. Subhash chand Bhatt, 
NZIEA Shimla 1100
Com. S S Iragond,
Basavan Bagewadi Branch 2500
Com. C.F.Mary, Trissur DO 5000
Com. K.Srinivasan Asst, Mysore 5000
Com. M.Sara Anan, Vellore DO 5000
Com. Poongodi, Asst, Vellore DO 10000
Kunal Jha Malda I, Jalpaiguri Dvn. 25000

Insurance Worker heartily thanks these 
comrades for their love and affection.
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