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75th Anniversry of Independence
The AIIEA has decided to celebrate the75th 

Year of Independence in a befitting manner.  
It has advised all its units to hold cultural and 

educative programs on 15th August to mark the historical 
event.  It is organizing a National Seminar at Hyderabad on 
6-7 August with some of the finest intellectuals giving their 
opinion on issues concerning the nation as it celebrates the 
75th Year of its independence.  The entire idea is to take a 
look at the past to understand the present and work for the 
future that we desire.

As the country celebrates the 75th Year of Independence, 

it is confronted with multiple challenges. The last 30 years 
of neoliberal economic policies have been a great disaster.  
This period saw unprecedented concentration of wealth in 
the hands of the top 1% of the population while the bottom 
half continue to live in abject poverty and humiliating 
conditions. The country today is staring at unemployment 
crisis of gigantic proportions and there is drastic fall in 
foreign exchange reserves with the depreciation of rupee as 
against the dollar. Since 2014, the rupee has lost its value by 
more than 25%.  The inflation has reached an all time high.  
The country is also witnessing massive infringements of the 
citizens’ fundamental rights.  The country in the recent times 
has seen unprecedented religious polarization. There are 
efforts to undermine the rich diversity in order to bring about 
uniformity and homogeneity.  This will inflame conflicts and 
will have disastrous consequences for unity of the nation.

These are issues which must be seriously analysed for 
charting out a path for the future; for construction of an 
equal, just and fair society.  In this issue, we have published 
some illuminating articles on the present challenges. We 
hope they will be of immense value in our struggles. We 
express our gratitude to the contributors of these articles.

The AIIEA and Insurance Worker extend their 
revolutionary greetings to insurance employees and all 
fellow-citizens on the occasion of India completing 75 years 
of its independence. While celebrating the 75th Year, we 
should also take note of the challenges to our Republic.  
We need to rededicate ourselves to the noble values of the 
national liberation movement and reclaim the freedoms and 
republican values which are attempted to be taken away 
today by the ruling regime.  
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The wage revision in Public Sector General 
Insurance Industry fell due on 1st August 

2017.  The AIIEA submitted the charter for wage 
revision and improvement in service conditions 
to the Chairman of GIPSA on 2nd August 2017 
itself.  The charter was prepared taking into 
consideration the strength of the institutions 
and the aspirations of the employees.  The 
demands raised were reasonable.  Unfortunately 
these legitimate demands are not considered 
even after 5 years. This has not only created 
avoidable industrial unrest but has also 

demoralized the workforce at a time when they 
have to be motivated to meet the challenges of 
a difficult economic environment and intense 
competition. 

The workforce of PSGI Industry has clearly 
been betrayed both by the administration and 
the government. While submitting the Charter, 
we had explained the rationale of our demands 
to the GIPSA Chairman. We explained that the 
Public Sector General Insurance companies 
have shown a phenomenal growth and have 
outperformed their competitors in the private 
sector during the five year period between 2012 
and 2017. The four PSGI companies created a 
new record in the financial year 2016-17 by 
mobilizing a gross domestic premium income 
(GDPI) of Rs 59698.11 cr. with a growth rate 
of 25.18%. The average growth of the PSGI 
companies for the years 2012-13 to 2016-17 
was 14.46%. This excellent performance has 
opened up newer avenues for further growth of 
the industry. We argued that since the workforce 
has created enormous wealth and prosperity 
for the industry in these five years, they have 
a legitimate right to demand a share of this 
prosperity.  The GIPSA Chairman had expressed 
full agreement with our reasoning and had 
assured that all efforts would be made to settle 
the demands of the employees at the earliest.  
This assurance has not been kept up. If this is 
not betrayal, what else can it be?

The preliminary talks on wage revision 
commenced on April 4, 2019. During these 
talks the officials of GIPSA as well as the CMDs 
of all companies assured that industry is 
capable of meeting the legitimate demands of 
the employees and serious discussions on wage 

Settle Wage Revision in 
PSGI Industry immediately

revision would commence immediately after the 
completion of the 2019 General Elections.  When 
pointed out that despite the coming into force 
of model code, the LIC had begun the process 
of wage revision with an offer of 10% hike, the 
Chairman of GIPSA gave an assurance that this 
time too, there would be parity with LIC in wage 
revision and requested the workforce through 
the participating unions to assure employees of 
a good and early wage revision. But this again 
was an assurance that was not kept up.

The AIIEA is of the firm understanding that 
in a class divided society, the most difficult 
struggle of the workers would be on the demand 
for wage increase.  Aware of the limitations of 
its own strength, it took efforts to bring about 
a total unity of employees and officers in the 
industry on the issue of wage revision.  The 
Joint Forum has conducted an unprecedented 
number of protests and strike actions in the 
last two years.  These programs have received 
massive and enthusiastic response from all 
sections of the employees and officers. These 
programs were necessary to break the policy 
of denial adopted by both the PSGI industry 
administration and the government.  The GIPSA 
started singing a new song.  From the earlier 
position that industry has the capacity to meet 
the wage demand, GIPSA started saying that 
the financial position of the industry is not 
comfortable to take the load of wage increase.  

We do not agree with these arguments of 
GIPSA and the government.  Even if there is 
some fall in the profitability of the industry, 
the question is who is responsible for such 
a situation?  Surely the workforce cannot be 

Dear Subscribers,

Due to space constraint in this Independence

Day special issue,we could not accomodate

news of various activities of our units during

last one month, as also our regular columns.

These will be included in the  next issue.

                                         EDITOR
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faulted and punished over this.  The fault 
clearly lies on the government for creating lot of 
uncertainty and flip-floff on the policy of merger 
after taking the process forward spending 
huge amounts as fee to the consultants.  
The government decision on privatization 
of this successful industry has also created 
uncertainties.  The top managements of these 
companies are equally responsible for their 
failure to devise ways and means and taking of 
pro-active initiatives to meet the challenges of 
the competitive environment.

The PSGI employees and officers deserve a 
good wage revision for having made immense 
contribution to the progress of the companies 
with higher productivity and devoted services.  
Therefore, the offer made to them of 7% increase 
in wage after nearly five years of wage revision 
having fallen due is an insult to the movement 
of the general insurance employees.  The 
Unions have rightly rejected this paltry offer 
and have demanded parity with LIC which is 
a historical truth.  The massive participation 
of the workforce in the one day strike on 15th 

LAÉDAÉDDL lÉå xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ Måü 75 uÉåÇ uÉwÉï MüÉå EÍcÉiÉ iÉUÏMåü xÉå qÉlÉÉlÉå MüÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉlÉå 
AmÉlÉÏ xÉpÉÏ CMüÉCrÉÉåÇ MüÉå CxÉ LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü bÉOûlÉÉ MüÉå rÉÉSaÉÉU oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 15 AaÉxiÉ MüÉå xÉÉÇxM×üÌiÉMü 
AÉæU ÍvÉ£ÉÉmÉëS MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ xÉsÉÉWû SÏ Wæû| rÉWû 6-7 AaÉxiÉ MüÉå AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü 75uÉåÇ 
uÉwÉï MüÉ eÉvlÉ qÉlÉÉiÉå WÒûL WæûSUÉoÉÉS qÉåÇ LMü UÉ·íÏrÉ xÉÇaÉÉå¸Ï MüÉ AÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ MÑüNû oÉåWûiÉUÏlÉ oÉÑÌ®eÉÏuÉÏ 
UÉ·í xÉå xÉqoÉÎlkÉiÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ mÉU AmÉlÉÏ UÉrÉ SåÇaÉå| CxÉ iÉUWû Måü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ Måü mÉÏNåû xÉqmÉÔhÉï ÌuÉcÉÉU, uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉlÉå uÉ 
pÉÌuÉwrÉ qÉåÇ eÉÉå MüUlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå WæûÇ ExÉMåü ÍsÉL AiÉÏiÉ mÉU LMü lÉeÉU QûÉsÉlÉÉ Wæû| 

eÉoÉ SåvÉ xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ Måü 75 uÉåÇ uÉwÉï MüÉ eÉvlÉ qÉlÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû, uÉWû MüD cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå 30 
uÉwÉÉåïÇ MüÐ lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉSÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÇ LMü oÉÄQûÏ AÉmÉSÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ| CxÉ AuÉÍkÉ qÉåÇ AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü vÉÏwÉï 1 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ kÉlÉ MüÉ ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇMåüSìhÉ SåZÉÉ aÉrÉÉ, eÉoÉÌMü lÉÏcÉå MüÉ AÉkÉÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ bÉÉåU aÉUÏoÉÏ AÉæU AmÉqÉÉlÉeÉlÉMü mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ UWûlÉÉ eÉÉUÏ UZÉå WÒûL Wæû| SåvÉ AÉeÉ oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ Måü xÉÇMüOû xÉå eÉÔfÉ UWûÉ Wæû AÉæU QûÊsÉU Måü qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉå 
ÃmÉrÉå Måü qÉÔsrÉ¾ûÉxÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÌuÉSåvÉÏ qÉÑSìÉ pÉhQûÉU qÉåÇ pÉÉUÏ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû AÉD Wæû| 2014 Måü oÉÉS xÉå ÃmÉrÉå qÉåÇ 25 TüÐxÉSÏ 
xÉå erÉÉSÉ MüÐ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû AÉD Wæû| qÉWûÇaÉÉD AoÉ iÉMü Måü EccÉiÉqÉ xiÉU mÉU mÉWÒÇcÉ aÉD Wæû| SåvÉ qÉåÇ lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ Måü qÉÉæÍsÉMü 
AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉ oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU EssÉÇbÉlÉ pÉÏ WûÉå UWûÉ Wæû| SåvÉ lÉå WûÉsÉ Måü ÌSlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï kÉÉÍqÉïMü kÉëÑuÉÏMüUhÉ SåZÉÉ Wæû| 
LMüÃmÉiÉÉ AÉæU xÉqÉÃmÉiÉÉ sÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå xÉqÉ×® ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ MüÉå MüqÉ MüUlÉå Måü mÉërÉÉxÉ ÌMüL eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| rÉWû xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ MüÉå 
pÉÄQûMüÉLaÉÉ AÉæU UÉ·í MüÐ LMüiÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL ÌuÉlÉÉvÉMüÉUÏ mÉËUhÉÉqÉ WûÉåÇaÉå|

rÉå LåxÉå qÉÑ¬å WæûÇ ÎeÉlÉMüÉ LMü xÉqÉÉlÉ, lrÉÉrÉmÉÔhÉï AÉæU ÌlÉwmÉ¤É xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü ÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ WåûiÉÑ pÉÌuÉwrÉ qÉåÇ LMü UÉxiÉÉ ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL aÉqpÉÏUiÉÉ xÉå ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| CxÉ AÇMü qÉåÇ WûqÉlÉå uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU MÑüNû mÉëoÉÑ® sÉåZÉ 
mÉëMüÉÍvÉiÉ ÌMüL WæûÇ| WûqÉåÇ EqqÉÏS Wæû ÌMü xÉÇbÉwÉï qÉåÇ ElÉMüÉ oÉWÒûiÉ qÉWûiuÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| WûqÉ ClÉ sÉåZÉÉåÇ Måü rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉMüiÉÉïAÉåÇ Måü mÉëÌiÉ 
AÉpÉÉU urÉ£ü MüUiÉå WæûÇ|

LAÉDAÉDDL AÉæU ClvrÉÉåUålxÉ uÉMïüU pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ Måü 75 uÉwÉï mÉÔUå MüUlÉå Måü AuÉxÉU mÉU oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ 
AÉæU xÉpÉÏ xÉÉjÉÏ lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ MüÉå ¢üÉÇÌiÉMüÉUÏ oÉkÉÉD SåiÉå WæûÇ| 75uÉÉÇ uÉwÉï qÉlÉÉiÉå WÒûL WûqÉåÇ AmÉlÉå aÉhÉiÉl§É Måü xÉqÉ¤Éç cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ pÉÏ krÉÉlÉ UZÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| WûqÉåÇ UÉ·íÏrÉ qÉÑÌ£ü AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ Måü qÉWûÉlÉ qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL ZÉÑS MüÉå ÌTüU xÉå xÉqÉÌmÉïiÉ MüUlÉå 
AÉæU xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ AÉæU aÉhÉiÉÇ§ÉÉiqÉMü qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÑlÉÈ mÉëÉmiÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ Wæû ÎeÉlWåûÇ AÉeÉ xÉ¨ÉÉÃÄRû vÉÉxÉlÉ ²ÉUÉ 
NûÏlÉlÉå MüÉ mÉërÉÉxÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû|

AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü 75Ç xÉÉsÉ

July 2022 is an indicator of their resolve to take 
the fight forward, however difficult it may be.  
The JFTU has decided on a series of protest 
actions and strikes to force the GIPSA and 
government to concede what rightfully belongs 
to the employees.

The battle has to be joined with determination 
and courage of conviction.  It must be taken into 
account that country presently is being ruled 
by the most reactionary neoliberal regime.  This 
government is totally hostile to the interests of 
the working class.  It is moving ahead not only 
to privatise the public enterprises but also bring 
an end to the permanency of employment as can 
be seen from the scheme of Agnipath devised for 
recruitment to the armed forces.  The intension 
is to save cost.  The AIIEA always believes that 
struggle for wage revision is a serious conflict 
between the interests of the employer and the 
employee.  Whatever may be the odds of the 
present struggle, this battle has to be won.  
With this understanding the workforce of PSGI 
companies must join the battle with the firm 
belief that struggles always pay.





4 Insurance Worker August 20224

xÉÉkÉÉUhÉ oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ iÉiMüÉsÉ iÉrÉ MüUÉå
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü £Éå§É Måü xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ 

1 AaÉxiÉ 2017 MüÉå SårÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| LAÉDAÉDDL lÉå 2 AaÉxiÉ 
2017 MüÉå WûÏ ÎeÉmxÉÉ Måü AkrÉ£É MüÉå uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ AÉæU xÉåuÉÉ 
vÉiÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ xÉÑkÉÉU Måü ÍsÉL cÉÉOïûU mÉëxiÉÑiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| cÉÉOïûU 
MüÉå xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉ AÉæU MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉMüÉÇ£ÉÉAÉåÇ 
MüÉå krÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ UZÉiÉå WÒûL iÉærÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| EPûÉD aÉD qÉÉÇaÉåÇ 
uÉÉÎeÉoÉ jÉÏÇ| SÒpÉÉïarÉ xÉå ClÉ eÉÉrÉeÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ mÉU 5 xÉÉsÉ oÉÉS pÉÏ 
ÌuÉcÉÉU lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉlÉå lÉ MåüuÉsÉ LåxÉÏ AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü 
AvÉÉÇÌiÉ mÉæSÉ MüÐ Wæû ÎeÉxÉå OûÉsÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ jÉÉ, oÉÎsMü LåxÉå 
xÉqÉrÉ qÉåÇ MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ MüÉ qÉlÉÉåoÉsÉ pÉÏ ÌaÉUÉrÉÉ Wæû eÉoÉ ElWåûÇ LMü 
MüÌPûlÉ AÉÍjÉïMü uÉÉiÉÉuÉUhÉ AÉæU iÉÏuÉë mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÉï MüÐ cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL mÉëåËUiÉ ÌMüL eÉÉlÉå MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû|

mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD E±ÉåaÉ Måü MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ AÉæU 
xÉUMüÉU SÉålÉÉåÇ lÉå xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ xÉå ÌuÉµÉÉxÉbÉÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| cÉÉOïûU 
eÉqÉÉ MüUiÉå xÉqÉrÉ WûqÉlÉå ÎeÉmxÉÉ Måü AkrÉ£É MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ 
Måü AÉæÍcÉirÉ Måü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| WûqÉlÉå oÉiÉÉrÉÉ ÌMü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
¤Éã§Éç MüÐ xÉÉkÉÉUhÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå 2012 AÉæU 2017 Måü 
oÉÏcÉ mÉÉÇcÉ xÉÉsÉ MüÐ AuÉÍkÉ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ LMü ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï uÉ×Ì® 
ÌSZÉÉD Wæû AÉæU ÌlÉeÉÏ £Éå§É qÉåÇ AmÉlÉå mÉëÌiÉxmÉÍkÉïrÉÉåÇ xÉå oÉåWûiÉU 
mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| cÉÉU mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ uÉwÉï 
2016-17 qÉåÇ 25.18 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÐ uÉ×Ì® SU Måü xÉÉjÉ 59698.11 
MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ xÉMüsÉ bÉUåsÉÔ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ (eÉÏQûÏmÉÏAÉD) 
eÉÑOûÉMüU LMü lÉrÉÉ ËUMüÉQïû oÉlÉÉrÉÉ| uÉwÉï 2012-13 xÉå 2016-
17  iÉMü mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉæxÉiÉ uÉ×Ì® 14.46 
mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ jÉÏ| CxÉ EiM×ü¹ mÉëSvÉïlÉ lÉå E±ÉåaÉ Måü AÉaÉå ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü 
ÍsÉL lÉL UÉxiÉå ZÉÉåsÉ ÌSL WæûÇ| WûqÉlÉå iÉMïü ÌSrÉÉ ÌMü cÉÔÇÌMü ClÉ 
mÉÉÇcÉ uÉwÉÉåï qÉåÇ MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ lÉå E±ÉåaÉ Måü ÍsÉL oÉWÒûiÉ AÍkÉMü kÉlÉ 
AÉæU xÉqÉ×Ì® mÉæSÉ MüÐ Wæû, CxÉÍsÉL ElWåûÇ CxÉ xÉqÉ×Ì® Måü ÌWûxxÉå 
MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ uÉækÉ AÍkÉMüÉU Wæû| ÎeÉmxÉÉ Måü AkrÉ£É lÉå 
WûqÉÉUå iÉMïü xÉå mÉÔhÉï xÉWûqÉÌiÉ urÉ£ü MüÐ jÉÏ AÉæU AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ ÌSrÉÉ 
jÉÉ ÌMü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå eÉsS xÉå eÉsS ÌlÉmÉOûÉlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉL xÉpÉÏ mÉërÉÉxÉ ÌMüL eÉÉLÇaÉå| CxÉ AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉå oÉUMüUÉU 
lÉWûÏÇ UZÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉå ÌuÉµÉÉxÉbÉÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ iÉÉå AÉæU YrÉÉ MüWûÉ 
eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL? uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ mÉU mÉëÉUÎqpÉMü uÉÉiÉÉï 4 AmÉæ?UsÉ, 
2019 MüÉå vÉÑÃ WÒûD jÉÏ| ClÉ uÉÉiÉÉïAÉåÇ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ ÎeÉmxÉÉ Måü 
AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ-xÉÉjÉ xÉpÉÏ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÏLqÉQûÏ lÉå 
AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ ÌSrÉÉ ÌMü E±ÉåaÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ uÉækÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ 
MüUlÉå qÉåÇ xÉ£ÉqÉ Wæû AÉæU 2019 Måü AÉqÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ Måü mÉÔUÉ WûÉålÉå 
Måü oÉÉS uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ mÉU aÉqpÉÏU cÉcÉÉï iÉÑUliÉ vÉÑÃ WûÉåaÉÏ| eÉoÉ 
rÉWû oÉiÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ ÌMü qÉÊQûsÉ MüÉåQû Måü sÉÉaÉÔ WûÉålÉå Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS, 
LsÉAÉDxÉÏ lÉå 10 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ uÉ×Ì® MüÐ mÉåvÉMüvÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ uÉåiÉlÉ 
xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ MüÐ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ vÉÑÃ MüU SÏ Wæû, iÉÉå ÎeÉmxÉÉ Måü AkrÉ£É lÉå 
AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ ÌSrÉÉ ÌMü CxÉ oÉÉU pÉÏ uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ qÉåÇ LsÉAÉDxÉÏ 
Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ WûÉåaÉÏ AÉæU pÉÉaÉ sÉålÉå uÉÉsÉÏ rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå 
AlÉÑUÉåkÉ ÌMürÉÉ ÌMü uÉå AmÉlÉå qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå LMü 
AcNåû AÉæU vÉÏkÉë uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ MüÉ AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ SåÇ| sÉåÌMülÉ rÉWû 
ÌTüU xÉå LMü AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ jÉÉ ÎeÉxÉå UZÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ aÉrÉÉ| 

LAÉDAÉDDL MüÉ rÉWû mÉYMüÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÉ Wæû ÌMü uÉaÉï ÌuÉpÉÉÎeÉiÉ 
xÉqÉÉeÉ qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå MüÌPûlÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï uÉåiÉlÉ uÉ×Ì® MüÐ 
qÉÉÇaÉ MüÉå sÉåMüU WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû| AmÉlÉÏ iÉÉMüiÉ MüÐ xÉÏqÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå uÉÉÌMüTü 
WûÉåMüU, CxÉlÉå uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ Måü qÉÑ¬å mÉU E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ 
AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ MÑüsÉ LMüiÉÉ sÉÉlÉå Måü mÉërÉÉxÉ ÌMüL| 
xÉÇrÉÑ£ü qÉÇcÉ lÉå ÌmÉNûsÉå SÉå uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ 

mÉëSvÉïlÉ AÉæU WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ MüÐ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ MüÐ Wæû| ClÉ MüÉrÉï¢üqÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
xÉpÉÏ uÉaÉÉåïÇ Måü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ xÉå urÉÉmÉMü AÉæU 
EixÉÉWûeÉlÉMü mÉëÌiÉÌ¢ürÉÉ ÍqÉsÉÏ Wæû| rÉå MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD 
E±ÉåaÉ mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ AÉæU xÉUMüÉU SÉålÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ AmÉlÉÉD aÉD ClMüÉU MüÐ 
lÉÏÌiÉ MüÉå iÉÉåÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL AÉuÉvrÉMü jÉå| ÎeÉmxÉÉ lÉå LMü lÉrÉÉ 
UÉaÉ AsÉÉmÉlÉÉ vÉÑÃ ÌMürÉÉ| AmÉlÉÏ mÉWûsÉÏ xÉqÉfÉ ÌMü E±ÉåaÉ qÉåÇ 
qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ £ÉqÉiÉÉ Wæû, xÉå EsOû ÎeÉmxÉÉ 
lÉå MüWûlÉÉ vÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ ÌMü E±ÉåaÉ MüÐ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ uÉåiÉlÉ 
uÉ×Ì® MüÉ pÉÉU EPûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉWûeÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû|

WûqÉ ÎeÉmxÉÉ AÉæU xÉUMüÉU Måü ClÉ iÉMüÉåïÇ xÉå xÉWûqÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
WæûÇ| pÉsÉå WûÏ E±ÉåaÉ MüÐ sÉÉpÉmÉëSiÉÉ qÉåÇ MÑüNû ÌaÉUÉuÉOû AÉD WûÉå, 
sÉåÌMülÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ rÉWû Wæû ÌMü LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ Måü ÍsÉL MüÉælÉ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU 
Wæû? ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ ÃmÉ xÉå CxÉ mÉU MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ MüÉå SÉåwÉ AÉæU SÇÌQûiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| xÉsÉÉWûMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉå vÉÑsMü Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ 
pÉÉUÏ qÉÉ§ÉÉ qÉåÇ ZÉcÉï MüUlÉå MüÐ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ MüÉå AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå Måü oÉÉS 
ÌuÉsÉrÉ MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉ mÉU oÉWÒûiÉ AÍkÉMü AÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉiÉÉ AÉæU ÎnsÉmÉ-
nsÉÊmÉ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL SÉåwÉ xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ xÉå xÉUMüÉU mÉU Wæû| 
CxÉ xÉTüsÉ E±ÉåaÉ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ mÉU xÉUMüÉU Måü TæüxÉsÉå lÉå pÉÏ 
AÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉiÉÉ mÉæSÉ MüU SÏ Wæû| ClÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü vÉÏwÉï mÉëoÉlkÉlÉ 
mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÏï qÉÉWûÉæsÉ MüÐ cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü iÉUÏMüÉåÇ 
AÉæU xÉÉkÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ MüUlÉå AÉæU xÉÌ¢ürÉ mÉWûsÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ 
ElÉMüÐ ÌuÉTüsÉiÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉqÉÉlÉ ÃmÉ xÉå ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU WæûÇ|

mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD Måü MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ AÉæU AÍkÉMüÉUÏ EccÉ EimÉÉSMüiÉÉ 
AÉæU xÉqÉÌmÉïiÉ xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ uÉÉsÉÏ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ mÉëaÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUÏ 
rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ SålÉå Måü ÍsÉL LMü AcNåû uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ Måü mÉÉ§É WæûÇ| 
CxÉÍsÉL, sÉaÉpÉaÉ mÉÉÇcÉ uÉwÉÉåïÇ Måü uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ Måü oÉÉS uÉåiÉlÉ 
qÉåÇ 7 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÐ uÉ×Ì® Måü MüÉUhÉ ElWåûÇ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ mÉëxiÉÉuÉ 
xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÉ AmÉqÉÉlÉ Wæû| 
rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ lÉå CxÉ qÉÉqÉÔsÉÏ mÉåvÉMüvÉ MüÉå PûÏMü WûÏ ZÉÉËUeÉ MüU 
ÌSrÉÉ Wæû AÉæU LsÉAÉDxÉÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÐ Wæû eÉÉå 
LMü LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü xÉirÉ Wæû| 15 eÉÑsÉÉD 2022 MüÉå LMü ÌSuÉxÉÏrÉ 
WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ MüÐ pÉÉUÏ pÉÉaÉÏSÉUÏ sÉÄQûÉD MüÉå AÉaÉå 
oÉÄRûÉlÉå Måü ElÉMåü xÉÇMüsmÉ MüÉ xÉÔcÉMü Wæû, cÉÉWåû uÉWû ÌMüiÉlÉÉ pÉÏ 
MüÌPûlÉ YrÉÉåÇ lÉ WûÉå| euÉÉÇCOû TüÉåUqÉ BTü OíåûQèûû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ lÉå ÎeÉmxÉÉ 
AÉæU xÉUMüÉU MüÉå rÉWû qÉÉlÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
ÌMü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉ YrÉÉ AÍkÉMüÉU Wæû, ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ AÉæU 
WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ MüÐ LMü mÉÔUÏ ´ÉÇZÉsÉÉ MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû|

SØÄRû xÉÇMüsmÉ AÉæU SØÄRû ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ Måü xÉÉWûxÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ sÉÄQûÉD 
qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉålÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| rÉWû krÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ UZÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü 
uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ SåvÉ xÉoÉxÉå mÉëÌiÉÌ¢ürÉÉuÉÉSÏ lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ ²ÉUÉ 
vÉÉÍxÉiÉ Wæû| rÉWû xÉUMüÉU mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû xÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü ÌWûiÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÎZÉsÉÉTü Wæû| rÉWû lÉ MåüuÉsÉ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü E±qÉÉåÇ MüÉ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL AÉaÉå oÉÄRû UWûÉ Wæû oÉÎsMü UÉåeÉaÉÉU MüÐ xjÉÉrÉÏiÉÉ 
MüÉå pÉÏ xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû eÉæxÉÉ ÌMü xÉvÉx§É oÉsÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ pÉiÉÏï Måü 
ÍsÉL iÉærÉÉU MüÐ aÉD AÎalÉmÉjÉ MüÐ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ xÉå SåZÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ 
Wæû| sÉÉaÉiÉ oÉcÉÉlÉå MüÉ CUÉSÉ Wæû| LAÉDAÉDDL WûqÉåvÉÉ qÉÉlÉiÉÉ Wæû 
ÌMü uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÇbÉwÉï ÌlÉrÉÉå£üÉ AÉæU MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ Måü 
ÌWûiÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÏcÉ LMü aÉqpÉÏU xÉÇbÉwÉï Wæû| uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï Måü WûÉsÉÉiÉ 
MÑüNû pÉÏ WûÉå, CxÉ sÉÄQûÉD MüÉå eÉÏiÉlÉÉ WûÏ Wæû| CxÉ xÉqÉfÉ Måü 
xÉÉjÉ mÉÏLxÉeÉÏAÉD MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ MüÉå SèÄRû ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ 
Måü xÉÉjÉ sÉÄQûÉD qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü xÉÇbÉwÉï WûqÉåvÉÉ 
MüÉqÉ AÉiÉÉ Wæû|





5Insurance WorkerAugust 2022 5

The nation is celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
independence.  The enthusiastic celebrations 

are a strong rebuttal of the rhetorical claims that 
true independence came to India only in 2014 by 
the sympathizers of the present ruling regime.  
The Prime Minister himself on numerous 
occasions has said that India was a slave nation 
for 1200 years before 1947 and termed this 
period of our shared history as Dark Age of 
our civilization. He has also asserted that the 
years after 1947 till 2014 as wasted years with 
the country recording no progress at all.  The 
celebrations to commemorate 75th anniversary of 
independence provides an opportunity to reflect 
on the successes and failures of Independent 

India.  The effort here is not to make a broad 
study of the developments of these 75 years 
but to briefly deal with some important aspects 
relating to the hopes and aspirations of the 
working class and the issue of national unity.

India’s national liberation movement was 
arguably the biggest mass mobilization in 
human history. It was a united struggle of people 
belonging to all faiths, languages and classes 
to end the 200 years of colonial exploitation 
and in the process of which tens of thousands 
made supreme sacrifices.  Unfortunately 
Independence came to British India with the 
country divided into two nations.  This division 

INDIA   AT  SEVENTY-FIVE
A M ixed Record of  Achievements  and Failures

India has a mixed record of successes and failures in the last 75 years. While it 

has remained united despite its diversities and still is a functional democracy,it  is 

staring at grave challenges to the unity of its people and its  democratic institutions. 

The celebration of 75th Anniversary of Independence is the time for a serious 

introspection.  The causes and reasons for the failure of the promise to establish a 

State based on equality, justice and fairness have to be clearly analysed. 

Amanulla Khan

was facilitated not only by 
the machinations of the 
British but also by those 
forces who believed that 
Hindus and Muslims are 
two different nations and they cannot live 
together peacefully.  The partition resulted into 
terrible violence in which it is estimated that 
around 1-2 million people lost their lives in 
either side of the borders.  The partition was 
also the greatest migration in human history 
with around 15 million people uprooted from 
their homes and soil.  It was a tragedy of gigantic 
proportions.

While Pakistan chose to be a theocratic 
state, the leaders of our national liberation 

movement decided to build India into a secular 
and democratic republic.  The task was not 
easy.  Independent India had to not only bring 
sanity to the situation but also had to assure 
the people that their needs for a decent and 

dignified life will be successfully met in the new 
nation. Independence was the dream of Indians 
not only of freedom from British rule but also 
of creation of a State of economic, social and 
political freedoms.  Though India was a Jewel in 
the Crown of British Empire, when the Empire 
left, India was a very poor country.  India at 
independence had a population of 340 million 
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with a per capita income of around Rs.250. The 
literacy rate was just a little over 12 percent.  
The GDP was estimated at around 2.7 lakh 
crore with agriculture contributing over 50% of 
the national GDP. The country did not have any 
modern industry. It must be noted that India was 
a very prosperous nation before colonization.  
Cambridge historian Augus Maddison writes 
that ‘India’s share of world income was 22.6% in 
1700 (period, Prime Minister considers as Dark 
Age) almost equal to Europe’s share of 23.3%.’  
By the time the British left India, its national 
income drastically fell down and in 1952 it stood 
at 3.8% of the total world income.

How did India perform in the last 75 
years?  The biggest achievement of India is 
to remain united.  Not many including well 
meaning friends of India gave any chance of 
the country remaining united considering its 
huge diversities.  Many predicted that the 
country will disintegrate due to the inherent 
contradictions. After all India is a country having 
people practicing all major religions of the world 
in its womb!  It has 22 official languages, 122 
major languages and nearly 1600 other spoken 
languages. Perhaps no other country could 
claim to have the number of languages spoken 
as in India.  It has a rich diverse culture.  These 
diversities were recognized by the founding 
fathers of the nation who made no attempts 
to bring uniformity or homogenizing of the 

society.  Instead they tried to build a nation on 
the basis of unity in diversity and the country 
was built on the foundations of secularism and 
democracy. 75 years later, India is staring at 
grave challenges to the unity of its people. 

In the past one decade, Indian politics has 

taken a rightward shift.  There are attempts 
to obliterate our shared history while at the 
same time institutional efforts are being made 
to falsify and rewrite history.  Both in terms of 
culture and language, Indian society is sought 
to be homogenized on the slogan Hindi-Hindu-
Hindustan.  This is being resisted in different 
parts of the country and more particularly 
in Southern India.  These attempts are being 
seen as a violent attack on federalism and on 
the distinct and diverse cultures this country 
is proud of.  There is a virulent campaign and 
attack on the Muslim and Christian minorities.  
The minorities are being treated as enemies of 
the nation.  This will have a disastrous impact 
on the unity of the country. 

The second significant achievement is that 
India still has a functional democracy.  Elections 
are periodically held and power transfer is 
smooth.  This is significant considering the fact 
that a large number of countries that gained 
independence around the same time fell into 
the traps of autocrats and dictators.  However 
Indian democracy endured except for a brief 
two year period when Internal Emergency was 
imposed.  But then democracy is not all about 
elections.  A participative democracy must 
have the involvement of people in the decision 
making processes.  Here Indian democracy 
is exposed for its weaknesses and lack of 
inclusiveness.  In the constitutional scheme 
of things, powers were separated to protect 
democracy and constitutional values.  Over 
the years, these democratic institutions have 
been undermined.  The Executive rather than 
upholding the principles of constitution today 
has become agent to implement the agenda of 
the ruling party.  The judiciary is compromised; 
so too the Election Commission.  

It is natural to expect the State to be neutral.  
But today Indian State is no longer neutral.  
It is fully and totally under the control of the 
capitalist class and has been unabashedly 
pursuing policies that favour the interests of this 
class.  Today the Parliament and Legislatures are 
loaded with people having criminal records and 
business interests.  Money power in elections 
has been legalized through Electoral Bonds.  The 
Members of Parliament and Legislatures have 

Recalling the photo by Danish Siddiqui, the  Pulitzer prize 

winning photojournalist, of an incident of communal hate.

Cartoon courtesy: Bobby @bob_almost, twitter
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become commodities for purchase and sale.  A 
minority can easily be converted into majority 
and majority into minority through purchase 
and sale of parliamentarians and legislators.  
Therefore, it is not necessary to win elections on 
the basis of the peoples support to gain power; if 
you have the money it has become much easy to 
convert the loss into victory.  Elections are fought 
not on the basis of issues relating to the life and 
living of the people but on emotional issues 
relating to religion and language.  The society 
is polarized on religious lines to win elections.  
Therefore, all signs of Indian democracy slipping 
into electoral autocracy are clearly seen.

The Indian Constitution is acknowledged 
as one of the most progressive constitutions 
anywhere in the world.  Granville Austin, the 
authority on Indian Constitution called it as 
the coming together of both the national and 
social revolutions. While the constitution 
gave fundamental rights, it also laid down 
the directive principles of the State policy.  
Therefore, the Constitution guaranteed the 
citizens, political, economic and social justice.  
Today the Indian Constitution is under severe 
stress and strain.  There are talks of modifying 
or redrafting the constitution to suit the needs 
of India of 2047 by when the ruling classes 
feel that India would be a fully neoliberal 
State.  The citizens are denied the freedoms 
enshrined in the Constitution.  Today most of 
the guaranteed freedoms have become un-free.  
Therefore, there is a need for struggle to reclaim 
the freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution.  
The constitution mandates judiciary to protect 
citizens from the excesses of the executive but 
today judiciary in most of the cases is towing the 
line of the State. It has turned a blind eye to the 
infringements of the fundamental rights 
and looks unconcerned with the plight of 
the civil right activists who are languishing 
in jails with false charges without any 
trial.  The media, whose responsibility in 
a mature democracy is to question the 
powers, unfortunately has become the 
cheerleaders of the government.  This 
situation is really alarming.

The freedom from the British slavery 
gave the working class hopes of a better 
life.  The country chose a capitalist path 
of development with the State creating the 
infrastructure for industrialization.  Such 
a path has led the fruits of development 
and growth to flow to a small section 
bypassing the overwhelming sections of 

the population. Despite registering progress on 
literacy, India’s human development record is 
nothing to cheer about.  The neoliberal policies 
of the last 3 decades have hugely widened 
inequalities.  Major share of the national 
income and wealth has been cornered by the 
top 1% of the population.  The country has 
huge unemployment problem. The rights of the 
workers are being attacked ferociously. With low 
income or no income overwhelming majority of 
people are eking out a miserable living.  India 
today has the dubious distinction of having the 
largest number of poor, hungry and illiterate 
people in the world. Though the country made 
impressive progress, the economic growth has 
not translated into better life for the working and 
marginalized sections of the society. The path of 
development chosen by India at independence 
has clearly betrayed the hopes and aspirations 
of a dignified life by the working class and the 
marginalized sections.

The secular India had promised its minorities 
a place and opportunities in the country.  More 
than 36 million Muslims stayed back in India 
after partition.  They were impressed by the 
promise of a secular and democratic State 
and invested their future in it rejecting the 
theocratic State established in Pakistan. Today 
they feel let down.  The Muslims rank very 
low in the social, economic and educational 
status.  They constitute the most marginalized 
section.  They have been left out of the process 
of political participation.  It is important to note 
that BJP which is ruling both the centre and a 
large number of States does not have a single 
Muslim Parliamentarian.  There is growing social 
disharmony with Muslims projected as the 
enemy of the State and are the target of attack 

Cartoon courtesy: Abhi, Facebook
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of the rightwing fundamentalist forces.  What is 
disturbing is that the government and the head 
of the government have remained silent to the 
violent actions against the minorities.  What 
was thought to be the fringe sometime back has 
become the mainstream now. The attempts to 
marginalize the minorities and exclude them 
from the development processes and refusal to 
accord them a rightful place in the nation will 
have grave consequences for the national unity.

India has also failed the vision of Dr 
Ambedkar.  Dr Ambedkar who fought his entire 
life against the upper caste exploitation has 
now been appropriated by the same section for 
electoral gains. Dr Ambedkar who drafted the 
Constitution not only spoke about social justice 
but worked tirelessly for the annihilation of 
caste.  Unfortunately caste today is entrenched 
in India as never before.  Caste identities have 
become the most important tool to mobilize 
votes.  Ambedkar has not only been betrayed 
by the Indian State but even those who have 
been benefitted from his struggles. They have 
willingly allowed themselves to be co-opted by 
the Indian ruling classes. It is another matter 
that overwhelming majority of Dalits and 
Tribals continue to live in abject conditions 

undergoing everyday humiliations. 
India has a mixed record of successes and 

failures in the last 75 years. The celebration 
of 75th Anniversary of Independence is the 
time for a serious introspection.  The causes 
and reasons for the failure of the promise to 
establish a State based on equality, justice 
and fairness have to be clearly analysed. Today 
the country is facing multiple challenges to 
its unity, economy and social harmony. The 
undermining of democracy and constitution 
will have grave consequences. It may not be 
wrong to say that India is already seeing early 
fascistic tendencies with majoritarian politics 
taking deep roots.  The present ruling regime 
may boast of India emerging as a world power.  
But what use is it to the common people if 
that power and the economic growth is not 
reflected in their living standards. Here lies 
the responsibility of the working class, the only 
class which is capable of uniting overwhelming 
sections of the Indian society.  The working 
class must build up a broad based unity to 
lead the struggle to reclaim our freedoms and 
work for redeeming the promises of national 
liberation movement to construct a society 
based on justice, equality and fairness.   

Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, 
and now the time comes when we shall 

redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full 
measure, but very substantially. At the stroke 
of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, 
India will awake to life and freedom. A moment 
comes, which comes but rarely in history, when 
we step out from the old to the new, when an 
age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long 
suppressed, finds utterance. It is fitting that 
at this solemn moment, we take the pledge of 
dedication to the service of India and her people 

and to the still larger cause of humanity. At the 
dawn of history, India started on her unending 
quest, and trackless centuries are filled with 
her striving and grandeur of her success and 
failures. Through good and ill fortune alike, she 
has never lost sight of that quest, forgotten the 
ideals which gave her strength. We end today 
a period of misfortunes and India discovers 
herself again. The achievement we celebrate 
today is but a step, an opening of opportunity 
to the greater triumphs and achievements 
that await us. Are we brave enough and wise 
enough to grasp this opportunity and accept 
the challenge of the future?

Freedom and power bring responsibility. 
The responsibility rests upon this Assembly, 
a sovereign body representing the sovereign 
people of India. Before the birth of freedom, 
we have endured all the pains of labour and 
our hearts are heavy with the memory of this 
sorrrow. Some of those pains continue even 
now. Nevertheless, the past is over and it is 
the future that beckons us now.

That future is not one of ease or resting but 
of incessant striving so that we may fulfill the 
pledges we have so often taken and the one we 
shall take today. The service of India means, 
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the service of the millions who suffer. It means 
the ending of poverty and ignorance and poverty 
and disease and inequality of opportunity. The 
ambition of the greatest men of our generation 
has been to wipe every tear from every eye. That 
may be beyond us, but as long as there are tears 
and suffering, so long our work will not be over.

And so we have to labour and to work, and to 
work hard, to give reality to our dreams. Those 
dreams are for India, but they are also for the 
world, for all the nations and peoples are too 
closely knit together today for any one of them 
to imagine that it can live apart. Peace is said 
to be indivisible, so is freedom, so is prosperity 
now, and also is disaster in this one world that 
can no longer be split into isolated fragments.

To the people of India, whose representatives 
we are, we make an appeal to join us with faith 
and confidence in this great adventure. This is 
no time for petty and destructive criticism, no 
time for ill- will or blaming others. We have to 
build the noble mansion of free India where all 
her children may dwell.

The appointed day has come -the day 
appointed by destiny- and India stands forth 
again, after long slumber and struggle, awake, 
vital, free and independent. The past clings on 
to us still in some measure and we have to do 
much before we redeem the pledges we have so 
often taken Yet the turning-point is past, and 
history begins anew for us, the history which we 
shall live and act and others will write about.

It is a fateful moment for us in India, for all 
Asia and for the world. A new star rises, the 
star of freedom in the East, a new hope comes 
into being, a vision long cherished materializes. 
May the star never set and that hope never be 
betrayed!

We rejoice in that freedom, even though clouds 
surround us, and many of our people are sorrow- 
stricken and difficult problems encompass us. 
But freedom brings responsibilities and burdens 
and we have to face them in the spirit of a free 
and disciplined people.

On this day our first thoughts go to the 
architect of this freedom, the Father of our 
Nation, who, embodying the old spirit of India, 
held aloft the torch of freedom and lighted up 
the darkness that surrounded us. We have 
often been unworthy followers of his and have 

strayed from his message, but not only we but 
succeeding generations will remember this 
message and bear the imprint in their hearts 
of this great son of India, magnificent in his 
faith and strength and courage and humility. 
We shall never allow that torch of freedom to 
be blown out, however high the wind or stormy 
the tempest.

Our next thoughts must be of the unknown 
volunteers and soldiers of freedom who, 
without praise or reward, have served India 
even unto death.

We think also of our brothers and sisters 
who have been cut off from us by political 
boundaries and who unhappily cannot share 
at present in the freedom that has come. They 
are of us and will remain of us whatever may 
happen, and we shall be sharers in their good 
[or] ill fortune alike.

The future beckons to us. Whither do we 
go and what shall be our endeavour? To bring 
freedom and opportunity to the common 
man, to the peasants and workers of India; 
to fight and end poverty and ignorance and 
disease; to build up a prosperous, democratic 
and progressive nation, and to create social, 
economic and political institutions which will 
ensure justice and fullness of life to every man 
and woman.

We have hard work ahead. There is no 
resting for any one of us till we redeem our 
pledge in full, till we make all the people of 
India what destiny intended them to be. We 
are citizens of a great country on the verge of 
bold advance, and we have to live up to that 
high standard. All of us, to whatever religion we 
may belong, are equally the children of India 
with equal rights, privileges and obligations. 
We cannot encourage communalism or narrow-
mindedness, for no nation can be great whose 
people are narrow in thought or in action.

To the nations and peoples of the world 
we send greetings and pledge ourselves to 
cooperate with them in furthering peace, 
freedom and democracy.

And to India, our much-loved motherland, 
the ancient, the eternal and the ever-new, we 
pay our reverent homage and we bind ourselves 
afresh to her service.

ATryst With Destiny Jawaharlal Nehru’s Address                           

to the Nation on 14th August 1947
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The drawing in of the exploited majority of rural India; the drawing in of the 

socially oppressed people, especially those who continue to be subjected to 

obnoxious caste-based oppression and atrocities; the drawing in of the numerous linguistic 

nationalities; and the drawing in of the multi-religious Indian population, above all, the drawing 

in of all Indians in an inclusive path of economic and social justice, constituting the core of 

the inclusionary ‘Idea of India’, remains an unfulfilled agenda...... the  RSS project constitutes 
a regression away from realizing the ‘Idea of India’ as inclusive nationalism. 

Sitaram Yechury
General Secretary, CPI(M)

The emergence of Nation States was integral 
to the long process of transition of human 

civilization from the stage of feudalism to 
capitalism.  This period also threw up in Europe, 
the struggle for the separation of the State 
from the Church.  The triumph of capitalism 
over feudalism, at the same time, signified the 
separation of the political authority from the 
myth of a divine sanction to rule invoked by 
Kings and Emperors across several civilizations 
during the high time of feudalism.  The 
agreements of Westphalia finally signed in 1648 
laid the principles of sovereignty of the Nation 
State and the consequent international laws.

During the course of the defeat of fascism in 
World War-II and the consequent dynamics of 
decolonization, the people’s struggles for freedom 
from colonial rule threw up many constructs 

regarding the character of these independent 
countries.  For sure, such constructs arose out 
of a long struggle in individual countries against 
colonialism, including India during this period.

‘Idea of India’ — Evolution
The concept of the ‘Idea of India’ emerged 

during the epic people’s struggle for India’s 
freedom from British colonialism. 

What is this `Idea of India’?  To put it in 

simple terms, though conscious of its complex 
multiple dimensions, this concept represents 
the idea that India as a country moves towards 
transcending its immense diversities in favour 
of a substantially inclusive unity of its people.

Prof. Akeel Bilgrami, in his introduction to 
a volume of essays containing revised versions 
of lectures on the relations between politics and 

IDEA  of  INDIA
Vision of Equal,  Just and Fair Society
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political economy in India given at a seminar in 
2010 at the Heymen Centre for Humanities of 
Columbia University, New York (a Centre that 
he chaired then), says about my observations 
on the ‘Idea of India’, the following:  

“(This) might be viewed as an ideal of a nation 
that rejects the entire trajectory in Europe that 
emerged after the Westphalian peace.  What 
emerged then (and there) was a compulsion 
to seek legitimacy for a new kind of state, one 
that could no longer appeal to older notions of 
the `divine right’ of states personified in their 
monarchs. It sought this legitimacy in a new 
form of political psychology of a new kind of 
subject, the `citizen’, a psychology based on a 
feeling for a new form of entity that had emerged, 
the `nation’.  This feeling, which came to be 
called `nationalism’, had to be generated in the 
populace of citizens, and the standard process 
that was adopted in Europe for generating 
it was to find an external enemy within, the 

outsider, the `other’ in one’s midst, (the Irish, 
the Jews, to name just two) to be despised and 
subjugated.  In a somewhat later time, with the 
addition of a more numerical and statistical 
form of discourse, these came to be called 
`minorities’ and the method by which this feeling 
for the nation was created came to be called 
`majoritarianism’.”  (Social Scientist, January-
February 2011)

The RSS/BJP objective of replacing the 
secular democratic modern Indian Republic 
with their concept of a ‘Hindutva Rashtra’ is, in 
a sense, a throw back to the Westphalian model 
where the Hindu majority subjugates other 
religious minorities (mainly Muslim: the external 

enemy within) to foster ‘Hindu Nationalism’ 
as against ‘Indian Nationhood’. Ironically, it 
is they who import the Western concept of a 
Nation and impose it over Indian experience. 
This, in fact, represents a throw back to notions 

of nationalism that dominated the intellectual 
discourse prior to the sweep of the Indian 
people’s struggle for freedom. Such a State, 
based on ‘Majoritarianism’ – their version of a 
rabidly intolerant fascistic ‘Hindutva Rashtra’ 
– negates the core, around which emerged the 
consciousness of Indian Nationhood contained 
in the ‘Idea of India’ as a reflection of the 
emergence of “a political psychology of a new 
kind”. 

The RSS/BJP ideologues dismiss the ‘Idea of 
India’ as a mere idea – a metaphysical concept.  
They reassert as a given reality Indian (Hindu) 
nationalism, negating the epic freedom struggle 

of the Indian people.  From this struggle emerged 
the concept of Indian Nationhood rising above 
the Westphalian concept of ‘nationalism’.  The 
RSS/BJP today are spearheading the most 
reactionary ‘throwback’ to Indian (Hindu) 
nationalism as against the Indian Nationhood 
(the ‘Idea of India’) consciousness that emerged 
from the epic people’s struggle for freedom 
from the British colonial rule.  Akeel Bilgrami 
asserts to this: “The prodigious and sustained 
mobilization of its masses that India witnessed 
over the last three crucial decades of the freedom 
struggle could not have been possible without 
an alternative and inclusionary ideal of this 

kind to inspire it.” (Social Scientist, Volume 39, 
Number 1-2, 2011)

India’s diversity – linguistic, religious, ethnic, 
cultural etc., – is incomparably vaster than in 
any other country that the world knows of.  
Officially, it has been recorded, decades ago, 
that there are at least 1,618 languages in India; 
6,400 castes, 6 major religions – 4 of them 
originated in these lands; 6 anthropologically  
defined ethnic groups; all this put together 
being politically administered as one country.  A 
measure of this diversity is that India celebrates 
29(and growing) major religio-cultural festivals 
and probably has the largest number of religious 
holidays amongst all countries of the world. 

Those who argue that it was the British 
that united this vast diversity ignore the fact 
that it was the British which engineered the 
partition of the sub-continent leading to over a 
million deaths and a communal transmigration 
of a colossal order.  British colonialism has the 
ignomous history of leaving behind legacies that 
continue to fester wounds through the partition 
of countries they had colonised – Palestine, 
Cyprus, countries in Africa etc., apart from 
the Indian sub-continent.  It is the Pan-Indian 
people’s struggle for freedom that united this 
diversity and integrated more than 660 feudal 
princely states into modern India giving shape 
to a Pan-Indian consciousness. 

 

Battle of Visions
The emergence of the conception of the 

‘Idea of India’ was a product of Indian people’s 
freedom struggle. It arose from a continuous 
battle between three visions that emerged during 
the course of India’s struggle for freedom in 
the 1920s over the content of the character of 
independent India. The mainstream Congress 
vision had articulated that independent India 

should be a secular democratic Republic. The 
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Left, while agreeing with this objective went 
further to envision that the political freedom of 
the country must be extended to achieve the 
socio-economic freedom of every individual, 
possible only under socialism. 

Antagonistic to both these was the third 
vision which argued that the character of 
independent India should be determined by the 
religious affiliations of its people. This vision 
had a twin expression – the Muslim League 
championing a Muslim nation and the RSS 
championing its ‘Hindutva Rashtra’. The former 
succeeded with the unfortunate partition of 
the country, admirably engineered, aided and 
abetted by the British colonial rulers, with all its 
consequences that continue to fester tensions 
till date. The latter, having failed to achieve 
their objective at the time of independence, 
continued with their efforts to transform modern 
India into their project of a rabidly intolerant 
fascistic ‘Hindutva Rashtra’. Mahatma Gandhi’s 
assassination reflected the disappointment over 
the fact that the Indian freedom movement 
rejected the RSS vision and political project. 

Clearly, the ideological battles and the 
political conflicts in contemporary India are a 
continuation of the battle between these three 
visions. Needless to add, the contours of this 
battle will define the direction and content of the 
process of the realisation of the ‘Idea of India’. 

Role of the Left
The Indian Communists played an important 

role in this process of the evolution of this ‘Idea 

of India’. Indeed, for this very reason, given the 
Communist’s visionary commitments to the long 
struggle for freedom, the Communist’s role is 
absolutely central to the realization of the ‘Idea 
of India’ in today’s conditions. 

Consider this with reference to three issues 
that continue to constitute, today, the core of 
the ‘Idea of India’. 

Land Question: 
The struggles on the land question unleashed 

by the Communists in various parts of the 
country in the 1940s particularly — Punnapara 

Vayalar in Kerala, the Tehbagha movement in 
Bengal, the Surma Valley struggle in Assam, 
the Warli uprising in Maharashtra etc. — the 
highlight of these being the armed struggle in 
Telangana — brought the issue of land reforms 
to centre stage. The consequent abolition of 
the zamindari system and landed estates drew 
the vast mass of India’s peasantry into the 
project of building the ‘Idea of India’. These 
struggles contributed the most to liberating 
crores of people from feudal bondage. This also 
contributed substantially to creating today’s 
‘Indian middle class’.

In today’s conditions, the issue of forcible 
land acquisition has acquired a very dangerous 
dimension. Though the agri-laws had to 
be repealed by the strength of the historic 
farmers’ struggle, efforts continue for legalising 
the indiscriminate forcible acquisition of 
agricultural land, forcibly dispossessing lakhs of 
farmers, aggravating the agrarian distress even 
further. The question of land, hence, remains 
a crucial issue for the Left forces, the most 
important political force that is today focusing 
on developing the agrarian struggles against the 
mounting distress and the neo-liberal policies 
that are intensifying the process of primitive 
accumulation of capital. 

Linguistic Re-organisation: 
Secondly ,  the Indian Communists 

spearheaded the massive popular struggles 
for the linguistic reorganization of the states 
in independent India. They, thus, are amongst 
some others responsible for creating the 
political ‘map’ of today’s India on reasonably 
scientific and democratic lines. The struggles 
for Vishalandhra, Aikya Kerala and Samyukta 
Maharashtra were led, amongst others, by 
people who later emerged as communist 
stalwarts in the country. This paved the way for 
the integration of many linguistic nationalities 
that inhabit India, on the basis of equality, into 
the process of realizing the ‘Idea of India’. 

Even after the linguistic reorganization of 
states, today, many problems and demands 
for smaller states reflecting the lack of equality 

The emergence of the conception of the ‘Idea of India’ was a product of Indian people’s 

freedom struggle. It arose from a continuous battle between three visions that emerged 

during the course of India’s struggle for freedom in the 1920s over the content of the 

character of independent India. ....Clearly, the ideological battles and the political conflicts 
in contemporary India are a continuation of the battle between these three visions. Needless 

to add, the contours of this battle will define the direction and content of the process of 
the realisation of the ‘Idea of India’. 
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amongst the various ethnic identities that exist 
in the country, particularly in the North East. 
These can only be resolved by ensuring that 
all the linguistic groups and ethnic national 
identities are treated equally with concrete 
plans backed by finances to tackle the economic 
backwardness of these areas; and having equal 
access to all opportunities. It is only the Left that 
sincerely champions this cause to strengthen 
the unity and integrity of India. 

Secularism: 
Thirdly, the Communist ’s steadfast 

commitment to secularism is based on the 
recognition of India’s reality. It merits repetition 
that the unity of India with its immense diversity 
can be maintained only by strengthening the 
bonds of commonality in this diversity and not 
by imposing any uniformity upon this diversity 
like what the communal forces seek currently 
to do. While this is true for all attributes of 
India’s social life, it is of critical importance 
in relation to religion. Following the partition 
of India and the horrendous communal 
aftermath, secularism became inseparable for 
the realization of the ‘Idea of India’. The Indian 
ruling classes, however, went only halfway in 
meeting the Communist objective of defining 
secularism as the separation of religion from 
politics. This means that while the State protects 
the individual’s choice of faith, it shall not 
profess or prefer any one religion. In practice, the 
Indian ruling classes have reduced this to define 
secularism as equality of all religions. Inherent 
in this is the in-built bias towards the religious 
faith of the majority. This, in fact, contributes 
to providing sustenance to the communal and 
fundamentalist forces. 

On this score as well, in today’s conditions of 
the aggressive pursuit of Hindutva communalism, 
it is the Left that remains the most consistent 
upholder of secularism, spearheading the efforts 
to forge the broadest people’s unity against 
communalism and the steadfast fighter to 
defend the religious minorities; to ensure their 
security, safeguarding their identity as equal 
citizens of our country.

The drawing in of the exploited majority 
of rural India; the drawing in of the socially 
oppressed people, especially those who continue 
to be subjected to obnoxious caste-based 
oppression and atrocities; the drawing in of 
the numerous linguistic nationalities; and 
the drawing in of the multi-religious Indian 
population, above all, the drawing in of all 
Indians in an inclusive path of economic 
and social justice, constituting the core of 
the inclusionary ‘Idea of India’, remains an 
unfulfilled agenda. The struggles for realizing 
these incomplete tasks constitute the essential 
agenda of the CPI(M) and the Indian Left. Hence, 
their pivotal role in leading the struggles for the 
realisation of ‘Idea of India’.

RSS: Fascistic Agenda
The RSS fascist ic agenda seeks to 

metamorphose India’s secular democratic 
Republican character into a rabidly intolerant 
fascistic ‘Hindu Rashtra’.  

The RSS construct of nationalism is its 
ideological-theoretical justification for the 
establishment of its “Hindu Rashtra” (which 
is very distanced from Hinduism as a religion 
and should actually be called the ‘Hindutva 

Rashtra’).  This is premised on an assertion of 
the late RSS chief that “Hindus have been in 
undisputed and undisturbed possession of this 

land for over eight or even ten thousand years 
before the land was invaded by any foreign race”.  
And, therefore, this land, “came to be known as 
Hindustan, the land of the Hindus” (We or Our 

Nationhood Defined - M. S. Golwalkar, 1939, 
Page 6). (Historical facts do not bother them. 
The word Hindustan was coined by the Arabs to 
describe lands beyond the river Sindhu (Indus). 
Phonetically ‘S’ becomes ‘H’ in Arabic!)

Hindutva supremacists, having thus 
“established” that the Hindus were always and 
continue to remain a nation on the basis of such 
an unscientific and ahistorical analysis, proceed 
to assert the intolerant, theocratic content of 

such a Hindutva nation:  
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“...The conclusion is unquestionably forced 
upon us that... in Hindusthan exists and 
must need exist the ancient Hindu nation and 
nought else but the Hindu Nation.  All those 
not belonging to the national i.e., Hindu Race, 
Religion, Culture and Language naturally fall 
out of the pale of real `National’ life.

“ Consequently only those movements 
are truly `National’ as aim at re-building, re-
vitalizing and emancipating from its present 
stupor, the Hindu Nation.  Those only are 
nationalist patriots, who, with the aspiration to 
glorify the Hindu race and nation next to their 
heart, are prompted into activity and strive to 
achieve that goal.  All others are either traitors 
and enemies to the National cause, or, to take 
a charitable view, idiots” (Golwalkar, 1939, pp. 
43-44).  

This is completely in contradiction to the 
“Idea of India” as envisaged by the freedom 
struggle. Jawaharlal Nehru describes in 
the Discovery of India, “India is an ancient 

palimpsest on which layer upon layer of thought 
and reverie had been inscribed, and yet no 
succeeding layer had completely hidden or 
erased what had been written previously.”  

Further, Rabindranath Tagore says: “Aryans 
and non-Aryans, Dravidians and Chinese, 
Scynthians, Huns, Pathans and Moghuls, all 
have merged and lost themselves in one body.” 
And, this body is India.

The RSS project constitutes a regression 
away from realizing the ‘Idea of India’ as 
inclusive nationalism.  What is being promoted 
today is an exclusive Hindutva nationalism, to 
establish their fascistic ‘Hindu Rashtra’. 

Apart from other dangerous manifestations, 
for such a regressive project to succeed in India, 
central is the RSS/BJP effort to replace history 
with Hindu mythology and philosophy with 
Hindu theology.  This BJP government in India 
is systematically re-working the syllabus taught 
to our students and youth and appointing 
Hindutva ideologues to various key positions 
in higher education, research institutions and 
cultural academies.

Promoting  Irrationalism
At a philosophical level, however, the effort 

is to resurrect irrationalism as the mainstay for 
the success of such populist nationalism.  Georg 
Lukacs’ seminal contribution, “Destruction 

of Reason”, in the form of the critique of 
philosophical irrationalism needs to be 
recollected in our Indian context today.  Lukacs 

traces, amongst others, Germany’s (birth 
place of progressive rationalist philosophy in 
the 19th century) path to Hitler in the realm 
of philosophy.  His central intention asserts 
“irrationalism as an international phenomenon 
in the imperialist world”. 

Irrationalism, by its very definition, is 
an ideological trend hostile to Reason. It’s 
main objective, in all its manifestations, 
from the days of European enlightenment 
to today’s imperialist globalization is to 
challenge the power of Reason in human 
affairs and its capacity to provide knowledge 
about reality.  Knowledge, at any point of 
time, can never explain the whole reality. 
However, irrationalism negates the dialectical 
relationship between reality and knowledge.  
Objective reality is, as Lukacs says, far richer 
and complex than our knowledge of it.  Instead 
of seeking to bridge this gap on the basis of 
rationality, irrationalism concludes that one 
cannot obtain rational knowledge of the entire 
reality. The entire reality can only be grasped 
with ‘faith’ or ‘intuition’, considered a higher 
form of knowledge.  ‘Hindutva’ feeds people 
with such ‘faith’ and, thus, feeds itself to 
promote its twin objectives of furthering the 
neo-liberal agenda and transforming India into 
a fascistic theocratic State.  

The current Modi government represents 
the consolidation of the right-wing offensive 
aggressively pursuing the Hindutva communal 
agenda of the fascistic RSS. There is a multi-
pronged attack: rabid neo-liberal reforms, 
growing communal corporate nexus, loot of 
national assets, crony capitalism and legalizing 
political corruption. There is a systematic effort 
to change the character of the Indian republic 
by assaulting the foundational pillars of Indian 
Constitution- secular democracy, federalism, 
social justice and economic sovereignty. All 
independent authorities established by the 
constitution – parliament, judiciary, election 
commission, CBI, ED etc sought to be utilized 
for furthering a Hindutva agenda. Vicious 
authoritarian assaults on civil liberties and 

democratic rights are mounted.
Hence, the central task today is to remove 

the BJP from controlling the reins of state 
power and government. All patriotic forces 
must unite to save India today in order to 
change India for a better tomorrow.
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1               
India: A Linguistic Civilisation

There is a raging debate in the country about 
the ‘idea of India,’ though the phrase is rarely 
explained by those who use it. Grasping its 
many meanings is left to the imagination of the 
context in which it is used and the audience to 
whom it is addressed. At times, it refers to the 
Indian republic founded upon the Constitution. 
At other times it evokes the grand vision of 
a timeless India with all its diversities, all its 
past epochs. It may refer to the many origins of 
India’s diverse populations and cultures, or may 
even be used as a synonym for what we think 
was or is the Indian ‘civilisation’.  Thinking of a 
civilization is by no means easy. 

  If one were to go strictly along the dictionary 
path, one finds that the term ‘civilisation’ is 
rooted in the Latin ‘civitas’ or the English 

‘civil’, pointing firmly to ‘city’ as the basis of 
‘civilisation’. In India, city or the urban social-
structure first came into existence during the 
Indus period, found its apex for about six 
centuries – from the 24th century to the 19th 

century BCE—and declined. That was followed 
by half-a-millennium long gap, a time about 
which we know very little. The next known 
phase of India’s pre-history emerges with the 
Rigveda, around the 14th century BCE, when 
India had entered a new system in which cities 
did spring up but the larger population of India 
had chosen the village-structure as its long-
term ‘civilisational’ choice. Since then and till 
colonialism once again prioritised cities, for over 
32 centuries, most of the knowledge production, 
artistic expression and metaphysical meditation 

It  is really time for us to think why and how we have moved so  far  from the spirit of the Republic? 
Why the gap between the poor and the rich has become so impossibly unbridgeable? Why 
social harmony has hit the rock-bottom? Why despite their material prosperity the minds of 
the middle classes are brimming with hatred? And why the dream of making India a ‘great 
country’ is making the minds and hearts of its people ‘small’?  As we get ready 
to celebrate Independence and the Republic of India, it is time to figure out if 
there is not a radical dichotomy between the spirit on which the Republic and 
the Constitution were founded and the spirit on which the Rashtra-Nirman Model’ 
is based.
                                                                  G. N. Devy

                                                              Chairman, The People’s Linguistic Survey of India

DIVERSITY, FEDERALISM  

and the REPUBLIC
Reflections on the Present Condition of India 
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continued to spring up from remote and lonely 
places rather than from cities. Seen from that 
perspective, the term ‘civilisation’ is not so 
adequate to encompass India’s past. However, 
by ‘civilisation’ one implies ‘all that was there, 
great and not so great’ a pervasively binding 
cultural thread, in the case of South Asia, one 
has to invoke language as being that principle, 
the elan vital, the substance and essence of the 

idea of India. 
 Linguists no more like to talk of Indian 

languages in terms of distinct linguistic families; 
they have moved to describing the vast multitude 
of Indian languages as ‘a linguistic area’ having 
a far greater mutual intelligibility between a 
language and its surrounding languages than in 
most other parts of the world.  Language in India 
stands out not just by its great diversity but also 
as an unmistakable key to its cultural tensions 
and social stratification. Going by the estimates 
put forward by UNESCO and Ethnologue, there 
are about 7000 living languages in the world. 
Of these, about 12 percent are spoken in India. 
I should add that there is no decisive figure for 
the living Indian languages still available. The 
2011 census had listed 1369 ‘mother tongues’; 
but every ‘label’—name of a mother tongue as 
entered by people during the census—is not 
necessarily a ‘language’. In fact, successive 
governments have been trying to minimize 
the figures by introducing absurd methods for 
language count. The People’s Linguistic Survey 

of India (2010-2013) reported   780 languages, 
with the caveat that the PLSI may have missed 
on some 70 languages. So, one can assume 
that there are about 850 living languages in the 
country. What is most remarkable about this 
vast diversity is that in any given period in the 
past, we had a similar diversity, which is the 
foundation of India’s unity .

2
Diversity and Federalism

When Sanskrit arrived in India 35 centuries 
ago, there already were languages which later 
were identified as Pali group of languages, 
Prakrits and ancient Dravidian. Besides, 
wherever our ancient ancestors had struck 
roots, the ‘population knots’ formed by them 
had given rise to local languages. When Panini 
formulated his system of grammar 25 centuries 
before our time, he mentioned not just one but 
numerous language varieties. Throughout the 
first millennium, works like Matanga’s Brihad-

desi and Kuntaka’s Vakrokti-jivita were built 
round the idea of many language varieties and 

in plays of Kalidasa and Bhavabhuti characters 
are seen using several  languages within a single 
scene. During the first millennium, Al Biruni as 
well as Amir Khushro, again, reminded that to 
be India means to be speaking many languages. 
In the past, neither Sanskrit nor Persian, despite 
their metaphysical and material might, were able 
to replace regional and sub-national languages. 
The Prakrits continued to exist though Sanskrit 
declined. Modern Indian languages of the areas 
ruled by Persian speaking rulers continued 
while Persian all but disappeared. The colonial 
rule succeeded in imposing a common legal 
framework over the entire geographical span 
we call India; however, despite T. B. Macaulay’s 
education policy, imposing a single language 
had not been dreamed of by the rulers.   

After Independence, language diversity 
received a constitutional validity when the 
Constituent Assembly decided, after elaborate 
debate and discussion, to introduce the 8th 

schedule containing 14 languages as deserving 
of recognition.  The expanded list now has in 
it twenty-two languages. Nearly 30 languages 
are hoping to be included in it. Add to this, 
several hundred languages of adivasis and 
nomadic communities, as also the languages 
of the North east and the coastal communities. 
While nationalism was spelt out in Europe 
during the 19th century in terms of linguistic 
unity, in India, speakers of these hundreds 
of different languages accepted to belong to 
a single nation because the Constitution had 
promised them the freedom of expression 
making it mandatory on the state to encourage 
languages ‘without harming other languages.’ 
Indians have been through several millennia 
multilingual in their thinking, life and habitat. 
The national anthem they sing with such great 
pride describes India primarily in terms of 

Saaheb, 
why not 
merge 
all other 
languages in 
this currency 
note into 

Hindi?

Cartoon 

courtesy;

P.Mahamud
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some of its language communities, speakers 
of the Punjabi, Sindhi, Gujarati, Marathi, 
Dravidian languages, Odiya and Bangla. Quite 
evidently, Indians know that we are one nation 
not because we speak one language, or despite 
our speaking diverse languages, but because 
we have many languages. It was precisely for 
this reason that, soon after Independence, the 

Union Government set the State Reorganisation 
Commission and created ‘linguistic’ states. No 
patriotic Indian would ever think of our many 
languages as a liability, or provide an apology 
for language diversity; that diversity makes us 
proud as Indians, for that was at the heart of 
our idea of nationalism. To look at the linguistic 
texture of India askance is really to reject the 
constitutional basis of India’s federalism.

3
Where Linguistic Federalism?

One of the paradoxes of the structure of 
Union Government is that, sadly, language as a 
subject is divided between the HRD Ministry and 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Historically, the 
Home Ministry has often taken an anti-language-
diversity stand. After the Bangladesh war, 
which was fought on the question of language, 
Home Ministry asked the census to introduce a 
completely arbitrary cut off figure of 10,000 for a 
language to qualify for being announced by the 
Census as a language. The absurdity needs no 
comment. Recently, Home Minister Amit Shah 
offered a piece of advice to states asking them to 
move over to Hindi as the language of inter-state 
communication. To decide on which language a 
state chooses to use, is entirely the prerogative 
of that state. Therefore, Home Minister should 
not have invited himself to express an opinion 
on this issue. Not surprisingly, his comment was 
seen as an extension of the BJP’s majoritarian 
politics – Hindi being the language spoken in 

the country with the largest numbers—and 
also an articulation of the RSS idea of Hindi-
Hindu-Hindustan nationalism as the only true 
nationalism. Little did he realise that deep within 
it is a view that goes against the very grain of 
Indian civilisation. India, if nothing else, is a 
linguistic civilisation, and its linguistic diversity 
is the perennial civilisational mark, its gene.

Some two thousand years ago, Tholkappiyar, 
the fabled author of Tholkappiyam, stated that 

poetic words can be distributed in four types: 
Lyarcol, Thirisol, Thisaiccol and Vadasol. Of 
these, he held, ‘vadasol’, words from northern 
languages, “become fit to be used in Tamil only 
when they adopt Tamil phonetics discarding 
their northern phonetics.”  From ancient 
times, sensitivity to language difference has 
almost been the core of Dravidic self-hood.  A 
similar sensitivity existed among the speakers 
of Prakrits in ancient times. It was one of the 
Prakrits in which Mahavir had presented his 
teachings in the 6th century BCE. 18 centuries 
later, Acharya Hemachandra, a major Jain 
scholar, poet, mathematician and philosopher 
produced his Desinamamala, a treatise on the 

importance of Prakrit words used in Gujarat of 
his times as against those from Sanskrit. In the 
process, he gave a tangible form to the Gujarati 
language. Mahatma Gandhi, who defined the 
idea of selfhood for India in Hind Swaraj (1909), 
chose to write the iconic book in Gujarati. 
Language sensitivity has been a feature of 
selfhood in the case of every Indian language.  

It would be unreasonable to expect a 
contemporary Indian to know about a two 
thousand year old Tholkappiyam or a nine 

century old Desinamala.  But would it be 
too much to expect the person to known the 
Constitution adopted by the republic seven 
decades ago?  It states two things with utmost 
clarity. One, India, is ‘a union of states’; and two, 
the official language used for communication 
between the states shall be the language that 
has been in use at the time of adoption of the 
constitution. The move from English to Hindi 
can take place only if, as the language related 
Articles unambiguously state, ‘two or more 
states agree’ for the shift. Article 351 (4) provides 
for a ‘Committee consisting of thirty members, 
twenty from the Parliament and ten from State 
assemblies, for safeguarding language related 
provisions.  The functions and the scope of the 
Committee as laid down by the Constitution are 
further clarified by the practice of distribution of 
language as a subject between two Ministries, 

Quite evidently, Indians know that we are one 

nation not because we speak one language, 
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the HRD Ministry and the Home Ministry. The 
scope of the HRD Ministry with reference to 
language extends to education and promotion 
of cultural expression. The Home Ministry’s 
scope extends to safeguarding relations of the 
states with the ‘union’, protecting the linguistic 
rights of language minorities and promotion 
of Hindi. The last of these, the Constitution 
states,  has to be ‘without interference with other 
languages’. Two crucial questions for the Home 
Ministry and its Hindi Language Committee 
should be, understood correctly in the light of 
the provisions of the Constitution, ‘has Hindi 
seen any growth during the last seven decades?  
And, if there is such a growth, does it interfere 
with the growth of other Scheduled languages?” 

4
The Story Emerging from the Census
The Census data has quite a story to tell. 

In 2011, its speakers accounted for 43.63 
percent of the total population, with a total of 
52.83cr speakers. In 1971, the number was 
20.27cr accounting for 36.99 percent of the total 
population. Between 2001 and 2011, the growth 
in proportion of population was 2.6 percent. 
Next most spoken language, Bangla, had a 
negative growth. It was spoken by 8.30 percent 
of Indians in 1991, 8.11 percent in 2001 and 
by 8.03 percent in 2011. Telugu, sliding down 
from 7.87 in 1991, to 7.19 in 2001 and 6.70 in 
2011   has a similar story to tell.  The one for 
Marathi is no different: 7.45 (1991), 6.99 (2001) 
and 6.86 (2011). Tamil, the oldest surviving 
language in the country should have received 
at least some attention from the Home Ministry. 
But its show is no different from that of Bangla, 
Telugu and Marathi. It recorded   6.32 percent 
of total population in 1991, 5.91 in 2001 and 
5.70 in 2011. The only major languages to show 
a small decadal growth was Gujarati; and the 
only small yet scheduled language to show a 
good growth was Sanskrit. 

This year, the census will have another count 
of languages in the country; and for reasons that 
are too obvious, the situation of all languages 
in the 8th schedule–except Hindi and Sanskrit, 
and perhaps Gujarati— will have worsened. In 
this context the Parliamentary Committee on 
promotion of Hindi should have expressed its 
concern on the decline of Indian languages, 
except Hindi, and the growth of Sanskrit, which 
has ceased to be a living language since the 9th 

century. 

If all other languages show a relative decline, 
why Hindi is recording a steady growth? The 
52.83 cr. speakers of Hindi as recorded in 2011 
included not just the speaker of ‘Hindi’ but 
also those of more than fifty other languages. 
Bhojapuri claimed by more than 5 cr., with its 
growing cinema, literature, newspapers, songs, 
theatre and publication industry, is placed 
within Hindi. Most languages of Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan 
and Jharkhand have also been pushed into the 
Hindi package. Even the Pawari language spoken 
mainly in Maharashtra and in some parts of 
Madhya Pradesh has been shown as ‘Hindi’, 
overlooking the fact that most Pawari speakers 
may find Hindi almost unintelligible.  Thus the 
story of Hindi’s growth is quite fictitious. Had 
the census not included these other languages 
under Hindi, the strength of Hindi speakers 
would have gone down to about 39 cr., just a 
little under 32 percent of the total population in 
2011, and would have looked not too different 
form that of other scheduled languages. The 
Committee should also concern itself with 
making the Census data for Hindi more realistic. 
The data for English speakers stands in a far 
greater truthfulness. The Census 2011 reports 
a total of 2,59,678  Indians as English speakers, 
with 1,30,563 men and                         1, 29,115 
women. Compare this with the least spoken 
among the scheduled languages: Manipuri is 
at 17.61 lac and Bodo at 14.82 lac. No further 
comment is necessary to show how utterly 
laughable the figures are.

  

5
 Hindi-Hindu-Hindutva

 Hindi is a beautiful language as any small 
or big language in the world is. Hindi cinema 
has brought to India some fame and some 
foreign currency. Its literature is rich and 
deserves mention with pride. Yet, it is also 
true that among the languages included in the 
8th Schedule, it falls within the younger lot of 

The fact remains that 69 cr, even in the 2011 

census, were non-Hindi speakers. In that 

sense, it was not and cannot be the majority 

language of India. Quite likely, Mr. Shah’s 

attempt to stoke Hindi pride is required as a 

balm for the vast unemployment that hurts 

the youth in the Hindi belt, an area so crucial 

for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. 
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languages, with Tamil, Kannada, Kashmiri, 
Marathi, Oriya, Sindhi, Nepali and Assamiya 
having a much longer history. As a language 
of knowledge too Tamil, Kannada, Bangla and 
Marathi, with their abundance encyclopaedias 
and historical literature, quite easily outshine 
Hindi. A language evolves slowly and cannot 
be forced to grow by issuing ordinances. If all 
wisdom related to the history of Hindi, India’s 
multilingualism, the federal structure of India 
and the language sensitivity in so many states 
should have guided the Committee and the 
Official Language Committee to accept linguistic 
realism, what is it that prompted Home Minister 
Shah to suddenly call for a Hindi-India?  

It is perhaps not so much the RSS ideology 
of hyphenating Hindi-Hindu nationalism that 
has prompted Home Minister’s Hindi assertion. 
It may also not be the BJP’s idea of majoritarian 
democracy that has prompted it.  The Hindi 
speakers in the country – despite the inflated 
figure of 52 cr. against 121cr put through the 
2011 census, do not form linguistic majority. 
The fact remains that 69 cr, even in the 2011 
census, were non-Hindi speakers. In that sense, 
it was not and cannot be the majority language 
of India. Quite likely, Mr. Shah’s attempt to 
stoke Hindi pride is required as a balm for the 
vast unemployment that hurts the youth in the 
Hindi belt, an area so crucial for the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. Yet, he overlooked the fact 
that just as harping on Pakistan as a threat to 
security works for Hindu mobilisation, depicting 
English as an anti-national entity will no longer 
work to mobilise the Hindi speaking people. It 
makes utterly poor economics, and an absurd 
linguistics. Most of all it makes an anti-federal 
politics. Does India need these? 

6
Indian Republic: Then and Now

  1950, the year in which India became a 
Republic, was the year of my birth, a coincidence 
willed neither by the republic nor me.  The 
small town – more a village than a town— where 
I was born, was located in hills in western 
Maharashtra.  Three centuries before my time, 
the lush green hills and rugged mountains 
surrounding it had heardthe horse hooves and 
foot falls of men inspired by Shivaji’s idea of 
‘swarajya’.  Barely forty miles east of my village 
was Pune where eight decades before my birth 
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule had ignited the minds 
of a whole generation with the ideas of truth 
and rationality. It was Pune where Mahatma 
Gandhi was kept in prison because he had 
given the call for the ‘quit India’ movement and 
where his co-prisoner Kasturba breather her 
last.  Just twenty-three years before my bir
th,                                Dr. Babsaheb Ambedkar 
had mobilised the Chavadar Talav satyagrah at 
Mahad, some 25 miles distance from my village 
as the crow flies. Several young persons from 
my area had become martyrs for India’s freedom 
in the decade preceding my birth. When the 
partition-tragedy came, some persons from Sind 
migrated to my town and were offered shelter. 
When Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated, the 
Brahmins who feared the backlash were given 
safe-stay by their large joint-family neighbours. 
Hindus, Muslims and all castes lived in the small 
town as an extended single society. There was 
personal enmity and friction among neighbours; 
but no disrespect to other religions. Anger there 
was, but hatred was rare. When the republic 
was born, and me too, the town could grasp 
the spirit on which it was built. People in the 
town had not read the Constitution, as there 
was hardly anybody there who understood 
English; but they had seen          Dr. Ambedkar 
and heard his words. Therefore, the people 
quickly grasped the spirit of the constitution. 
Previously my town had a raja, a chhota raja 
if you like, as it was listed in official colonial 
records. The rule of the chhota raja had been 
over since the Bombay Presidency Assembly 
came into existence. People quickly took to the 
grammar of elections. They understood what a 
people’s representative means. My little town 
was perhaps the microcosm of India with its 
seven lakh villages.

  Several decades later I moved to Gujarat 
for work. I arrived there when the sepia tone 

Cartoon courtesy: Sandeep Adhwaryu, Times of India
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photographs of Gandhi, Azad, Patel and 
Jawaharlal Nehru had started looking faded 
in people’s memory. By then corruption, 
commercialisation, communalism and casteism 
had taken a firm hold of India’s mind. Communal 
riots around festival processions had become the 
order of the day. Police encounters – fake or 
faithful— too were seen no longer as shocking. 
People had started choosing residence in closed 
and gated colonies. Nuclear families ideal for a 
photo-image of happiness, decked with material 
comfort and worldly success, had in their minds 
an inexplicable hatred. People had stopped being 
angry for what was wrong in the society; but 
they were constantly in a mood of hating smaller 
communities and poorer sections. It was natural 
that my thoughts went back to my tiny, illiterate 
town inhabited by people without any significant 
material means. And it was not just nostalgia; it 
was also an attempt at sketching the biography 
of the Republic.  Here is what I thought.

In my childhood it was possible for children 
from all section of the society to get free or 
almost free education. It is true that there 
were not enough schools and colleges for all; 
but the ones that were there were available 
even for low middle-class students. Now, in the 
twenty-first century, there were schools of a 
wide variety and colleges and universities of all 
kinds – public and private, Indian and off-shore 
overseas universities— and yet education had 
become prohibitively costly for most families. 
In my mid-twentieth century village, doctors 
were very few and mostly General Practitioners. 
Specialisation was not heard of. In the city of 
the twenty-first century, doctors had acquired 
super-specialisation. However, the costs of 
consultation, treatment and medicines were 

beyond the means of most middle class families, 
unless they had secured themselves through 
health insurance. In my last century village, 
most houses were built of mud-walls and 
covered with leaky roofs. 

In the twenty-first century Indian city, the 
houses were made of sturdy steel and concrete 
with an amazing range of tiles and filled with 
fancy gadgets. However, the neighbours were 
mostly of a single religion, in many cases, of 
a single caste as well. In my town, garbage 
collection by the town council was random. Yet, 
the safai-staff was employed by the council. In 
the 21st century, the city council had sold out 
the function to a private company. It was the 
same with the drinking water. People paid taxes 
to the city-council; and at the same time, they 
also paid charges to the private company. When 
India became republic, the roads, rivers, hills 
and sea-shores belonged to the government. 
In the new-model, they belonged to private 
players. Complaints about school, medicine, 
water, power, roads, open spaces and all that 
we call our country,  when they were made, 
had to be recorded on a machine-managed 
telephone number, and the conversation was 
rarely problem solving. 

In the little town there was a small public 
library set up by the Raja so that children read 
and get to know about the world. In the twenty-
first,  large city of Gujarat, there were digital 
and plastic-flex hoardings with larger than life 
photographs of a leader, and their main job was 
to conceal rather than to reveal facts. In that 
model of society, love for people from another 
religion was seen as loyalty to another country. 
During my time in Gujarat, whenever I travelled 
to other states, people in those states used to 

tell me how much they admired the Gujarat 
Model. My telling them that not all in Gujarat 
was well, that the Adivasis were still kept far off 
form their legitimate rights and entitlements, 
the schedule castes still had to bear the brunt 

of caste prejudice and the Muslims there were 
victims of an incurable hatred, was quickly 
disregarded as an ‘opinion’. There were few 
takers for my pleading then. Later, that model 
came to rule India and started patting its back 
as the ‘Rashtra-Nirman Model.’ 

Today, as we step into the 75th year of 
Independence, it is really time for us to think 
why and how we have moved so far from the 
spirit of the Republic? Why the gap between 
the poor and the rich has become so impossibly 
unbridgeable? Why social harmony has hit 
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the rock-bottom? Why despite their material 
prosperity the minds of the middle classes are 
brimming with hatred? And why the dream of 
making India a ‘great country’ is making the 
minds and hearts of its people ‘small’?  As we 
get ready to celebrate Independence and the 
Republic of India, it is time to figure out if there 
is not a radical dichotomy between the spirit on 
which the Republic and the Constitution were 
founded and the spirit on which the Rashtra-
Nirman Model’ is based. 

I, born in the year in which the Republic 
was born, say,  in humility that I have learnt 
from the people of India over the last seven 
decades, a country can become great only when 
its people learn the virtues of large-heartedness, 
compassion, co-existence and respect for others. 
Respect for the constitution that is the mother 
of freedom, equality before law and a person’s 
dignity for every Indian, is and will be the only 
touchstone for one’s love for India. Perhaps it is 
not an over-statement to say that as we recall the 
freedom struggle, India has to choose between 
the Constitution and other model that has been 
over-busy subverting it.

 

7
India with Disgraced 

Minorities and Women 
The thread of this story goes back a long way 

in history of civilisations. There is a widespread 
superstition in many Hindu communities in 
India that Satvai, a weird goddess, writes the 
destiny of a new born baby in the first few 
days of its birth.  The name Satwai is used in 
Marathi ironically for a quarrelsome, morally 
lax and an ungainly woman.  The parallel of 
the weird Indian goddess can be found in the 
Greek superstition related to Moirai. The Greek 
Moirai has no known connection with the India 
Mari-aai, a supernatural bringer of small-pox. 
The ancient Greeks used the term Moirai as a 
group term for three goddesses,  or Fates,  who 
were believed to weave the thread of one’s life. 
Clotho is the spinner, Lachesis is the one who 
provides the yarn and Atropos, the one who cuts 
the thread of life, all of them quite unbearable in 
their appearance.  It is difficult to say if Brahma, 
Visnhu Mahesh of Hindu mythology were related 
with these. The Greek belief in the weirdness 
of the three Fates has seen manifestations in 
subsequent ages in Europe. The three witches 
of Shakespeare’s Macbeth is an instance. In 
a much transformed shape, they appear in A 

Question of Silence, a 1980s cinema classic 

directed by by Marleen Gorris. As all Trads (an 
abbreviation that the ultra-Right traditionalists 
have chosen for themselves) know it well, 
India has not lagged behind in continuing the 
tradition. The recent manifestations of Satwai 
and Mari-aai are bullibai and sullideals.

The weirdness begins with their names. The 
term ‘bulli’ means in Marathi ‘the genital of a 
male child’, while ‘bai’ means a woman. Sulli, as 
known to the digitally-wired young generation, 
is the name of a young rebellious singer who 
ran a campaign against digital harassment. This 
Korean pop-singer of great courage and talent 
came into light when she was just eleven years 
old and died when she was barely twenty-five. 
To use her name for an app developed for digital 
harassment has deepened the term weird. Using 
the digital anonymity, Trads in India are putting 
up many women on digital auction.  This takes 
us back to ancient Greeks, for auctioning women 
was a practice that they followed and handed 
down to the ancient Romans. Subsequently, the 
Romans added to it the auctioning of slaves as 
well.  It is not as if the Greeks, Romans alone 
held patents for auctioning women and slaves. 
Asian civilisations too have had their share in 

reducing women to items of material property.  
   India had its variants of oppressing women 

such as placing them as gambling stakes— as 
Druapadi of the Mahabharat may indicate— or 
selling wives— as the tale of Harishchandra and 
Taramati may indicate. Yet, the practice was not 
approved by any Hindu darshana or shastra or 

except the Manusmriti which proposed licence 
to Brahmins to plunder the womenfolk of other 
varnas. It was for the Manusmriti’s blatant 

advocacy of discrimination and oppression that 
Dr. Ambedkar found it necessary to publicly 
burn its copy.      

     The difference between various ancient 
civilisations with regard of the ignominious 
practice of auctioning women can become 
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clearer if we look at the trajectory of the term 
‘auction’. What is ‘auction’—competitive sell— 
in English was ‘aukan’ in earlier times and 
meant ‘augmentation.’ An yet older version,   
the Greek ‘auxo’, meant ‘increase’ or ‘growth’. 
It had a distant relative in the Indic language, 
ojas, which meant ‘energy’.  So at one end of the 
etymological spectrum of ‘auction’ is the portrait 
of a woman as a source of power, at the other end 
it is reduced to a mere ‘multiplication of price’.   
Not quite aware that woman, in several noblest 
traditions of thought in ancient India, was seen 
as energy, light, and moral depth. There is of 
course the worst too in those ancient thought 
traditions. The bulli-sulli clique has buried the 
best and revived the worst in Indian history 
by bringing woman under the auctioneer’s 
hammer, bringing their view of woman to rank 
with the Taliban perspective of feminity.   

As we celebrate the 75th year of India’s 
independence and recall the matchless sacrifice 
of martyrs for the cause of India’s freedom, 
there is reason to believe that the lalat-rekha, 

the destiny, of future India is being re-written 
by the weird Bullibais, Sullibais and Trads.  
The struggle for independence was led by a 
great man whose spinning wheel defeated the 
British might resting on its wealth, army and 
guns. Currently, the yarn being spun is by the 
cyber-space obsessed teen-agers whose minds 
are poisoned by a relentless demonization of 
dalits, women, adivasis, Muslims, Christians, 
liberals, thinkers, artists, writers, film makers 
and just anybody who dare oppose the regime.  

After all, what harm have the hapless Muslim 
women put up for digital auction have caused 
to the regime, to the RSS, the Trads and the 
pirates surfing in digital oceans?  On the eve of 
Independence, as the tricolour was unfurled, 
Jawaharlal Nehru had used the expression 

‘our tryst with destiny’ to describe the unique 
moment.  In the 75th year of Independence, 
India’s destiny is being re-written by the ‘net-
wired’  Trads and trolls in bold letters of   scorn 
and hatred.  A Niraj Bishnoi can be seen as a 
perpetrator of the scandalous cyber attack on the 
privacy and dignity of women. He and the others 
like him are also victims of the ideology of the 
new brand of Hindutva.  Conspiring invisibly in 
the apparent anonymity of the cyber space, they 
are victims of the vicious climate of opinion that 
the regime has consciously fostered.  The desire 
to wipe out India’s cultural memory, rework its 
history and re-write its destiny has turned into 
the theatre of the weird.  In it mothers, sisters, 
daughters, wives are up for auction as gleefully 
as are the PSUs, universities, airports, roads, 
forests and the fancy used-suits of its poster-
boys. 

8
Reinventing History:                                 

The Bull and the Horse
 In the entire discussion related to the 

Pegasus snooping case what was not noticed 
is the re-play of mythology. It is known that 
Pegasus, the winged sea-horse of Greek 
mythology predates by nearly five centuries 
the famous Trojan horse made of wood used 
for breaching the Ilium citadel of Troy. Horses 
were in use in ancient Greece in Homer’s time, 
but not much before his time. They, the horses, 
spread out from central Asia to Europe around 
2000 BC. In contrast, domestication of horse, 
horse breeding, using horse driven chariots for 
warfare arrived in India a little later, after the 
decline of the Harappan civilisation. 

The domesticated animal that the Harappans 
adored was bull. And bullocks indeed had been 
domesticated in India at least three millennia 
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The question is, why the RSS-BJP and its various 

fronts are so keen on going against the tenets 

of the constitution, business interests of India 

and the principles of civility that democracy 

cherishes? The constant harassment of 

religious minorities, deprived castes and tribes 

springs from the RSS-BJP’s need to keep the 

multitude of castes and communities bundled 

together as ‘Hindu’ in a silent fear of those in 

power. 

prior to the mature phase of the Harappan 
civilisation, since agriculture had been adopted 
by a large number of Indians by some 6000 
years before present.  The humped bull seals 
are in excavations of Harappan sites. One does 
not since exactly when, but the bull festival 
had been established in many parts of pre-
historic India. Even today, in Maharashtra, 
Chhattisgarh, Andhra and Madhya Pradesh 
people celebrate every year the ‘beil-pola’, 

bullock felicitation day (which falls on the 18th 

August this year).  The name from early-history 
that springs to the mind in association with the 
bull-based agrarian culture is that of the king 
Bali of the 10th century before Christ. His rule 
had spread from Rajasthan to deep south and 
east. The Onam in Kerala is a clear recall of the 
Mahabali or Maveli. It is certain that the bull 
existed in India much before the breeding and 
domestication of horses were tried out. During 
the early Vedic period, India witnessed a clash 
of civilisations centred round bulls (and cows) 
and round horses, respectively. The conflict 
was between pastoralists and farmers, on the 
one hand, and the warring people and groups 
given to fire-sacrifice rituals, on the other hand.  
There are five hymns about the horse in the Rig 
Veda, but only one about the bull. The story of 
the Mahabharata is an ample evidence of the 
narrative of the clash. 

All  of this, otherwise an irrelevant 
mythological and pre-historic information 
becomes important today as, in an altogether 
different a caste, the same clash has taken 
centre stage in India.  When the farmers in 
protest had been camping outside Delhi for a 
year, the regime had remained indifferent to 
their legitimate demands. Denying the minimum 
selling price to the farm produce to farmers 
already in debt traps and suicide spree, imposing 
hurriedly passed Agriculture Bills favouring 
corporate, ignoring the striking farmers, placing 
barriers and nails in their way, their deaths 
during the months of protest, are sadly not 
seen as important issues. The big issue is to 
name them Khalistani-separatists, anti-social 
mawalis and traitors fattened by funds coming 
from Canada. In the Marathi language, the term 
‘Bali-Raja’ is used as a symbolic synonym for 
farmers. Mahatma Jyotiba Phule had described 
Bali as the saviour of the oppressed. During the 
Dipawali festival, on the day dedicated to cow, 
the vasu-baras, in every house in Maharashtra 
a wishful prayer is recited: ida pida talo, baliche 

rajya yevo – “may the calamities pass, may the 

Bali rule return.” Indeed, Bali is the ultimate 
hero for the non-Vedic India. 

The RSS idea of Hindutva is trained towards 
going past the Constitution and reviving cultural 
values and mores of what it thinks was the Vedic 
culture. This is not to undermine the value of the 
India’s intellectual and literary achievements in 
the early historical times.  However, an uncritical 
glorification of the Vedic culture flies straight in 
the face of the vision of India that Phule, Periyar 
and Ambedkar saw.  The ‘past-glory fixation’ of 
the RSS is founded in the self-perception as a 
people who remained enchained for centuries. 
It rests on an unchecked fantasy of the Sanskrit 
speaking Aryans going all over the world—riding 
galloping horses— and taking their wisdom to 
the rest of the known old world. History, hardly 
corroborates this wishful view.  The cultural 
discourse in India today is being pulled in 
opposite directions by horses and bulls. 

    The sprawling propaganda machinery of 
the RSS, BJP and its numerous outfits will no 
doubt spread false stories of how the Christian 
population has been increasingly posing a threat 
to Hindus. One has seen this happening when 
attacks were mounted on places of prayer in 
Gujarat during the first term of Narendra Modi 
as CM. One of those vandalised places was in 
Dang, a tribal district in south Gujarat. It was 
no more than a small hut with walls made of 
bamboo. The tribal communities, Kunknas, 
Varlis, Dodiyas and Dangis had no emotional or 
theological connection with the Sanatan Hindu 
dharma. The missionaries working there were 
genuinely interested in providing education 
and health-care to the people whose traditional 
forest rights had been vastly compromised by 
the timber–sharks. Yet, the newspapers in 
Ahmedabad and Surat had depicted the attack 
in reports laced with the innuendoes hinting at 
evangelism.

   The question is, why the RSS-BJP and 
its various fronts are so keen on going against 
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AÉeÉÉSÏ MüÐ mÉÔuÉï xÉÇkrÉÉ mÉU ÌSL aÉrÉå AmÉlÉå mÉëÍxÉ® pÉÉwÉhÉ 
qÉåÇ iÉiMüÉsÉÏlÉ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ eÉuÉÉWûUsÉÉsÉ lÉåWûÃ lÉå ÌlÉrÉÌiÉ xÉå ÌMürÉå 
aÉL uÉÉSåMüÉ ÎeÉ¢ü ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ| ElÉMüÉ MüWûlÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü WûqÉlÉå 
ÌlÉrÉÌiÉ xÉå uÉÉSÉ ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü WûqÉÉUÉ qÉÑsMü LMü ÌSlÉ AÉeÉÉS 
WûÉåaÉÉ AÉæU AÉeÉ WûqÉlÉå ExÉå mÉÔUÉ MüU ÌSZÉÉrÉÉ Wæû| AoÉ WûqÉ LMü 
ZÉÑSqÉÑZiÉÉU SåzÉ WæÇû, eÉÉå AmÉlÉå qÉÑxiÉMüÌoÉsÉ MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ xuÉrÉÇ 
MüUåaÉÉ|  xÉlÉS UWåû ÌMü ExÉ uÉÉSå MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL WûqÉÉUå 
SåzÉ MüÐ MüD mÉÏÌÄRûrÉÉåÇ lÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï ÌMürÉÉ AÉæU ÎeÉxÉMåü ÍsÉL WûeÉÉUÉåÇ.
sÉÉZÉÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå zÉWûÉSiÉåÇ pÉÏ SÏ|  rÉWû LMü LåxÉÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï jÉÉ,eÉÉå 
iÉÏxÉUÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü SåzÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL pÉÏ UÉåQû qÉæmÉ oÉlÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉ mÉU 
cÉsÉiÉå WÒûL MüD AlrÉ mÉUÉkÉÏlÉ qÉÑsMüÉåÇ lÉå xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ MüÉ xuÉÉS 
cÉZÉÉ|  WûqÉÉUÉ uÉWû xÉÇbÉwÉï AÉeÉ pÉÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ mÉëåUhÉÉxÉëÉåiÉ 
Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ AÉæU xÉqÉfÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû|  

xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ mÉëÉÎmiÉ Måü oÉÉS xÉoÉxÉå mÉWûsÉÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ, eÉÉå WûqÉÉUå 
xÉÉqÉlÉå EmÉÎxjÉiÉ WÒûAÉ, uÉWû rÉWû jÉÉ ÌMü rÉWûÉÇ xÉå AoÉ qÉÑsMü 
MüÐ ÌSzÉÉ YrÉÉ WûÉålÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL|  AoÉ WûqÉÉUå mÉÉxÉ TæüxÉsÉå sÉålÉå 
MüÐ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ jÉÏ iÉÉå SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü ÎeÉqqÉåSÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ TåüWûËUziÉ 
pÉÏ|  AoÉ WûqÉÉUå xÉWûÏ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ SåzÉ MüÉå AÉaÉå sÉå eÉÉ xÉMüiÉå jÉå 
iÉÉå aÉsÉiÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉÉåÇ MüÐ MüÐqÉiÉ pÉÏ WûqÉå xuÉrÉÇ WûÏ cÉÑMüÉlÉÏ jÉÏ| 
LåxÉå MüÌPûlÉ xÉqÉrÉ qÉåÇ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ Måü mÉÑUÉåkÉÉAÉåÇ lÉå SåzÉ 
MüÉå xÉÇcÉÉÍsÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL LMü ÌuÉxiÉ×iÉ ÌlÉrÉqÉÉuÉsÉÏ oÉlÉÉD, 
ÎeÉxÉå WûqÉ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ xÉå eÉÉlÉiÉå WæÇû|  rÉWû xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ 
WûqÉÉUå xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÐ ÌuÉUÉxÉiÉ xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉÉ jÉÉ, CxÉÍsÉL 
CxÉqÉåÇ uÉå xÉpÉÏ EqqÉÏSåÇ AÉæU xÉmÉlÉå iÉæU UWåû jÉå, ÎeÉxÉå sÉåMüU 
WûqÉlÉå AÉeÉÉSÏ MüÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï sÉÄQûÉ jÉÉ|  rÉÌS WûqÉ CxÉMüÐ AÉiqÉÉ 
xÉqÉfÉÏ eÉÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ mÉëxiÉÉuÉlÉÉ MüÉå SåZÉiÉå WæÇû, iÉÉå rÉWû oÉÉiÉ xÉÉÄTü 
WûÉå eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü WûqÉlÉå AmÉlÉå ÍsÉL AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÐ 

the tenets of the constitution, business 

interests of India and the principles of civility 
that democracy cherishes? Why does the 
presence of a miniscule minority population get 
government after state government worrying 
about the health of faith and prayer traditions 
of the majority population?  The truth is that 
the Hindutva brigade has hardly anything to do 
with either the profound wisdom in the thought-
traditions that make India a civilisation or the 
need for internal social reforms that caste 
and gender injustice calls for. None of the 
schools of thought or sect-philosophy of Indian 
tradition preaches and promotes hatred, scorn 
and discrimination. The constant harassment 
of religious minorities, deprived castes and 
tribes springs from the RSS-BJP’s need to 
keep the multitude of castes and communities 
bundled together as ‘Hindu’ in a silent fear 
of those in power. Acts, actions and fake-
news that are apparently directed towards 
religious minorities are in fact the means of 
sending intimidating signals to the followers of 
Hindutva for the sake of maximising electoral 
returns. 

Conclusion
The mass-psychology of fascism thinks of 

intimidation of a few as a weapon for keeping 
the masses tethered to an ideology of hatred. 
Love is a word scary for it. It is quick to equate 
it with a jihad, for in hatred does fascism take 
birth and in hatred does it thrive. Can we allow 
it to overtake Indian Constitution and India’s 
Federalism?  All of us have to act, act in unity, 
act with courage and safeguard the diversities 
and the federal structure of our country which 
is unambiguously defined in the Constitution 
as ‘a Union of States’.



On Aug 15, 1947  people celebrating 

first independence day at Red Fort
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UÉqÉeÉÏ ÌiÉuÉÉËU

75th Anniversary of our Independence has once again given us the opportunity to assess how far 

we have travelled in fulfulling our ‘Tryst with Destiny’, and also where we stand at the global level, 

on the issue of democratic and modern values. We should understand that the diversity of our 

nation itself is our strength and our Republic will be strong only if we move forward respecting 
the diversities and learning from each other. Only an inclusive Republic which has provided basic 
necessities of life to all of its citizens can advance further on the path of progress.

AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü 75 uÉwÉï 
AÉzÉÉLÇ AÉæU ÌlÉUÉzÉÉLÇ

uÉWû mÉëhÉÉsÉÏ cÉÑlÉÏ jÉÏL eÉÉå xÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ, xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ AÉæU lrÉÉrÉ Måü 
qÉÔsÉpÉÔiÉ ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉÉåÇ mÉU cÉsÉiÉÏ Wæû| xÉÉjÉ WûÏ ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É Måü 
xÉpÉÏ AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü qÉÔsrÉoÉÉåkÉ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ WæÇû, eÉÉå qÉÉlÉuÉÏrÉ aÉËUqÉÉ MüÉå 
xÉoÉxÉå EŠ xjÉÉlÉ SåiÉå WæÇû| 

WûqÉÉUÉ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ SåzÉ Måü pÉÌuÉwrÉ MüÉ UÉåQû qÉæmÉ iÉÉå jÉÉ WûÏ, 
CxÉÏ AÉkÉÉU mÉU WûqÉÉUÏ ÌSzÉÉ AÉæU mÉëaÉÌiÉ MüÉ qÉÔsrÉÉÇMülÉ pÉÏ WûÉålÉÉ 
jÉÉ| AoÉ WûqÉÉUå ÍsÉL rÉWûÏ ÌlÉrÉÌiÉ xÉå ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ uÉÉSÉç jÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉ 
mÉU WûqÉÉUÏ EmÉsÉÎokÉrÉÉÇ AÉæU MüÍqÉrÉÉÇ MüxÉÏ eÉÉlÉÏ jÉÏ| CxÉÍsÉL 
MüWûÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü CxÉ AqÉ×iÉ uÉwÉï qÉåÇAmÉlÉå 
AÉmÉMüÉå mÉUZÉlÉå MüÉ qÉÑZrÉ AÉkÉÉU pÉÏ rÉWûÏ Wæû| CxÉMüÉ qÉiÉsÉoÉ 
rÉWû lÉWûÏÇ ÌMü WûqÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ xÉå AmÉlÉå AÉmÉMüÉå MüÉOû sÉåÇ AÉæU MåüuÉsÉ 
xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU WûÏ AmÉlÉÉ qÉÔsrÉÉÇMülÉ MüUåÇ| uÉUlÉ WûqÉåÇ 
CxÉ AÉkÉÉU mÉU pÉÏ eÉÉÇcÉÉ AÉæU mÉUZÉÉ eÉÉLaÉÉ ÌMü WûqÉÉUå xÉÉjÉ 
AÉeÉÉS WÒûL SåzÉÉåÇ Måü qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉå WûqÉÉUÉ mÉëSzÉïlÉ MæüxÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû|

rÉÌS WûqÉ ClÉ xÉpÉÏ AÉkÉÉUÉåÇ mÉU AmÉlÉÉ qÉÔsrÉÉÇMülÉ MüUiÉå 
WæÇû iÉÉå WûqÉÉUÏ EmÉsÉÎokÉrÉÉÇ aÉuÉï MüUlÉå sÉÉrÉMü ÌSZÉÉD SåiÉÏ WæÇû| 
AuuÉsÉ iÉÉå CxÉÍsÉL ÌMü AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ WûÏ WûqÉlÉå eÉÉå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ 
oÉlÉÉrÉÉ, uÉWû SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ LMü AÉSzÉï Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ 
Wæû| uÉWû ÌuÉxiÉ×iÉ iÉÉå Wæû WûÏ, xÉÉjÉ WûÏ xÉÉjÉ AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É 
Måü xÉpÉÏ qÉÉlÉSÇQûÉåÇ mÉU ZÉUÉ EiÉUlÉå uÉÉsÉÉ pÉÏ Wæû| ZÉÉxÉMüU iÉoÉ, 
eÉoÉ WûqÉ AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü xÉqÉrÉ MüÐ ÌuÉmÉUÏiÉ mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
rÉÉS MüUiÉå WæÇû| ÎeÉxÉ xÉqÉrÉ SåzÉ AÉeÉÉS WûÉå UWûÉ jÉÉ ExÉ xÉqÉrÉ 
xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ SåzÉ MüÉ oÉÇOûuÉÉUÉ pÉÏ WûÉå UWûÉ 
jÉÉ| LMü kÉqÉï MüÐ sÉaÉpÉaÉ AÉkÉÏ AÉoÉÉSÏ AmÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL kÉÉÍqÉïMü 
AÉkÉÉU mÉU LMü AsÉaÉ SåzÉ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüU UWûÏ jÉÏ AÉæU uÉWû 
xÉTüsÉ pÉÏ WÒûD jÉÏ| ExÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ lÉå kÉqÉïÌlÉUmÉå£ÉiÉÉ MüÉå 
AmÉlÉÉ krÉårÉ oÉlÉÉrÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉMüÉ mÉËUhÉÉqÉ rÉWû WÒûAÉ ÌMü kÉÉÍqÉïMü 
AÉkÉÉU mÉU AsÉaÉ qÉÑsMü MüÐ xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ Måü oÉÉS pÉÏ,ExÉÏ kÉqÉï Måü 
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AÉkÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ WûÏ UWûlÉå MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ ÌMürÉÉ| rÉWû CxÉ 
oÉÉiÉ MüÉ ±ÉåiÉMü jÉÉ ÌMü SåzÉ Måü xÉpÉÏ NûÉåOåû,oÉÄQåû xÉqÉÑSÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
rÉWû pÉUÉåxÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü ElÉMåü xÉÉjÉ pÉÏ xÉqÉÉlÉ urÉuÉWûÉU WûÉåaÉÉ| SåzÉ 
xÉoÉMüÉå xÉÉjÉ sÉåMüU AÉaÉå oÉRåûaÉÉ|

ÎeÉxÉ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü uÉrÉxMü qÉiÉÉÍkÉMüÉU MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ 
rÉÔUÉåmÉÏrÉ SåzÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉæMüÄQûÉåÇ uÉwÉï sÉaÉå, uÉWû WûqÉÉUå SåzÉ qÉåÇ AÉeÉÉSÏ 
Måü xÉÉjÉ WûÏ AÎxiÉiuÉ qÉåÇ aÉrÉÉ| WûqÉlÉå AmÉlÉå lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL 
SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü xÉoÉxÉå AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü AÉæU ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ qÉÉæÍsÉMü AÍkÉMüÉU 
sÉÉaÉÔ ÌMürÉå| xuÉiÉÇ§É mÉëåxÉ AÉæU ÌlÉwmÉ£É lrÉÉrÉmÉÉÍsÉMüÉ WûqÉÉUå 
sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É Måü AÉkÉÉU xiÉqpÉ oÉlÉå| eÉWûÉð WûqÉlÉå xÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ, xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ 
AÉæU lrÉÉrÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉÉåÇ MüÉå AmÉlÉÉrÉÉ,uÉWûÏÇ AmÉlÉå xÉqÉrÉ Måü 
xÉoÉxÉå mÉëaÉÌiÉzÉÏsÉ qÉÔsrÉ xÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü pÉåSpÉÉuÉ MüÉå pÉÏ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ 
qÉåÇ eÉÉåÄQûÉ| AjÉÉïiÉ eÉÉå sÉÉåaÉ xÉÌSrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü pÉåSpÉÉuÉ Måü 
MüÉUhÉ ÌmÉNûÄQû aÉrÉå jÉå, ElWåÇû xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÐ qÉÑZrÉkÉÉUÉ xÉå eÉÉåÄQûlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL MÑüNû ÌuÉzÉåwÉ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÐ aÉrÉÏ| rÉWû 
xÉoÉ WûqÉlÉå AmÉlÉÏ AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü iÉÑUÇiÉ oÉÉS WûÉÍxÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ, eÉÉå 
AÉeÉ pÉÏ WûqÉÉUå ÍsÉL xÉoÉxÉå qÉÉaÉïÌlÉSåïzÉMü qÉÔsrÉ oÉlÉå WÒûL WæÇû| 

ClÉ AÉSzÉï ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉÉå mÉU cÉsÉlÉå MüÉ WûÏ AxÉU jÉÉ ÌMü WûqÉlÉå 
SåzÉ Måü sÉaÉpÉaÉ mÉëirÉåMü £Éå§É qÉåÇ zÉÉlÉSÉU mÉëaÉÌiÉ WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüÐ| 
WûqÉ AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü SÉå SzÉMü Måü pÉÏiÉU WûÏ ZÉÉ±É³É Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå 
qÉåÇ AÉiqÉÌlÉpÉïU WûÉå aÉrÉå, AÉæU AmÉlÉå E±ÉåaÉ kÉÇkÉÉåÇ MüÉå sÉaÉpÉaÉ 
zÉÔlrÉ xÉå AÉUqpÉ MüU SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ mÉëÌiÉrÉÉåÌaÉiÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü xiÉU iÉMü 
mÉWÒÇûcÉå| ÌuÉ¥ÉÉlÉ AÉæU iÉMülÉÏÌMü qÉåÇ WûqÉ Mü ZÉ aÉ xÉå AÉUqpÉ 
MüU SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü AaÉëhÉÏ qÉÑsMüÉåÇ MüÐ MüiÉÉU qÉåÇ mÉWÒÇûcÉå| ÍzÉ£ÉÉ 
AÉæU ÍcÉÌMüixÉÉ qÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÏ EmÉsÉÎokÉrÉÉÇ MüqÉÉsÉ MüÐ UWûÏ WæÇû | 
AÉæU xÉÔcÉlÉÉ mÉëÉå±ÉåÌaÉMüÐ Måü £Éå§É qÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÉ QÇûMüÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ 
oÉeÉiÉÉ Wæû| AÉeÉ WûqÉÉUå mÉÉxÉ SåzÉ Måü qÉÔsÉ RûÉðcÉå MüÉå xÉðpÉÉsÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL xÉÉuÉeÉïÌlÉMü £Éå§É Måü sÉaÉpÉaÉ xÉpÉÏ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï xÉÇxjÉÉlÉ 
WæÇû| uÉWûÏÇ SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü ElWåÇû mÉëÌiÉrÉÉåaÉÏ AÉæU kÉÉUSÉU oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL ÌlÉeÉÏ £Éå§É MüÐ xÉqÉÉlÉÉliÉU urÉuÉxjÉÉ pÉÏ Wæû| ZÉÌlÉeÉ 
iÉåsÉ AÉæU MÑüNû mÉëÉM×üÌiÉMü kÉÉiÉÑAÉåÇ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûMüU AÉeÉ sÉaÉpÉaÉ 
xÉpÉÏ qÉÉqÉsÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÉ qÉÑsMü lÉ ÍxÉTïü AÉiqÉÌlÉpÉïU Wæû,uÉUlÉ uÉWû 
SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÉå MÑüNû Så xÉMülÉå MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ Wæû| SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU 
qÉåÇ cÉsÉÉrÉå eÉÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå iÉqÉÉqÉ zÉÉÇÌiÉmÉÔhÉï AÍpÉrÉÉlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ 
pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ pÉÏ mÉëzÉÇxÉlÉÏrÉ UWûÏ Wæû|

sÉåÌMülÉ rÉÌS rÉå EmÉsÉÎokÉrÉÉÇ WûqÉÉUå ÍsÉL aÉuÉï MüÉ ÌuÉwÉrÉ UWûÏ 
WæÇû iÉÉå MÑüNû oÉÉiÉå LåxÉÏ pÉÏ WæÇû, ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÉ mÉëSzÉïlÉ ÌlÉUÉzÉÉeÉlÉMü 
pÉÏ UWûÉ Wæû| AuuÉsÉ iÉÉå rÉWûÏ ÌMü SåzÉ MüÐ AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü xÉqÉrÉ 
AmÉlÉå AÉmÉxÉå ÌMürÉå aÉL oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÉUå uÉÉSå AÉeÉ pÉÏ AkÉÔUå WûÏ 
UWû aÉrÉå WæÇû| WûqÉlÉå xÉÉåcÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü rÉWû SåzÉ xÉoÉMüÉå xÉÉjÉ sÉåMüU 
AÉaÉå oÉRåûaÉÉ| sÉåÌMülÉ LåxÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ WÒûAÉ| AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü xÉqÉrÉ kÉqÉï 
MüÉå sÉåMüU eÉÉå ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ mÉæSÉ WÒûAÉ, uÉWû ÌMüxÉÏ lÉ ÌMüxÉÏ ÃmÉ 
qÉåÇ AÉeÉ pÉÏ oÉUMüUÉU Wæû| ÎeÉxÉ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ mÉU SåzÉ MüÉå ÌSzÉÉ 
ÌSZÉÉlÉå MüÐ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ jÉÏ, ExÉlÉå CxÉ ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ MüÉå sÉaÉÉiÉÉU 
oÉlÉÉL UZÉÉ| eÉÉÌiÉaÉiÉ pÉåSpÉÉuÉ AÉæU xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü uÉæqÉlÉxrÉ ApÉÏ 

pÉÏ WûqÉÉUå xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÐ WûMüÐMüiÉ Wæû, ÎeÉxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ WûqÉåÇ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ 
Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå zÉÍqÉïlSÉ WûÉålÉÉ mÉÄQûiÉÉ Wæû| £Éå§ÉÏrÉ AÉæU pÉÉwÉÉrÉÏ ÌuÉpÉåSÉåÇ 
lÉå pÉÏ xÉqÉrÉ-xÉqÉrÉ mÉU WûqÉåÇ mÉUåzÉÉlÉ WûÏ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| 

rÉWû xÉWûÏ Wæû ÌMü WûqÉlÉå LMü pÉÔZÉå lÉÇaÉå SåzÉ xÉå AÉUqpÉ 
MüUMåü sÉÇoÉÉ xÉÄTüU iÉrÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ WûMüÐMüiÉ iÉÉå rÉWû pÉÏ 
Wæû ÌMü AÉeÉ pÉÏ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü pÉÔZÉå AÉæU oÉSWûÉsÉ sÉÉåaÉ WûqÉÉUå 
WûÏ SåzÉ qÉåÇ WæÇû| UÉåOûÏ,MümÉÄQûÉ,qÉMüÉlÉ, ÍzÉ£ÉÉ AÉæU xuÉÉxjrÉ eÉæxÉÏ 
oÉÑÌlÉrÉÉSÏ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå uÉÇÍcÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÉ WÒûeÉÔqÉ 
WûqÉÉUå SåzÉ qÉåÇ WûÏ ÌlÉuÉÉxÉ MüUiÉÉ Wæû| AxÉÉqÉlÉiÉÉ Måü ÎeÉiÉlÉå 
pÉÏ qÉÉQûsÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ mÉëcÉÍsÉiÉ WæÇûL ElÉ xÉoÉqÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÉ mÉëSzÉïlÉ 
zÉqÉïlÉÉMü Wæû| LMü iÉUTü WûqÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü AUoÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ lÉåiÉ×iuÉ MüUiÉå WæÇû iÉÉå SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü pÉÔZÉå AÉæU 
oÉåbÉU sÉÉåaÉ pÉÏ CxÉÏ qÉÑsMü qÉåÇ UWûiÉå WæÇû|

rÉÌS WûqÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQåû sÉÉåMüiÉÉÎl§ÉMü SåzÉ WûÉålÉå MüÉ 
SÉuÉÉ MüUiÉå WæÇû, iÉÉå WûqÉÉUÉ mÉëSzÉïlÉ pÉÏ ExÉMåü AlÉÑÃmÉ WûÏ WûÉålÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûL| qÉaÉU AÄTüxÉÉåxÉ ÌMü LåxÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É 
Måü xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQåû qÉÉlÉMü, rÉÉÌlÉ ÌMü qÉÉlÉuÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ xÉÔcÉMüÉÇMü qÉåÇ 
WûqÉÉUÉ xjÉÉlÉ ApÉÏ pÉÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü AÉæxÉiÉ xÉå lÉÏcÉå Wæû| WûqÉÉUå 
xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉcÉÉU AÉæU AÍpÉurÉÌ£ü MüÐ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ MüÉå qÉÉæÍsÉMü 
AÍkÉMüÉU pÉsÉå WûÏ qÉÉlÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû, sÉåÌMülÉ mÉëåxÉ MüÐ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ 
qÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÉ xjÉÉlÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü ÌTüxÉŒûÏ SåzÉÉåÇ MüÐ MüiÉÉU qÉåÇ AÉiÉÉ 
Wæû| qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ pÉåSpÉÉuÉ AÉæU ÍzÉzÉÑ qÉ×irÉÑ SU pÉÏ WûqÉåÇ 
zÉÍqÉïlSÉ WûÏ MüUiÉÏ Wæû| rÉÌS WûqÉ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü rÉÑuÉÉAÉåÇ uÉÉsÉå 
SåzÉ WæÇû iÉÉå SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ ÄTüÉæeÉ pÉÏ 
WûqÉÉUå rÉWûÉð WûÏ Wæû| sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉå xÉÇcÉÉÍsÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÎeÉlÉ 
xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü SÒWûÉD SÏ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû,AÉeÉ Måü xÉqÉrÉ 
qÉåÇ ElÉ xÉpÉÏ xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ QûÉÇuÉÉQûÉåsÉ WûÏ lÉeÉU AÉiÉÏ 
Wæû| WûqÉ SÉuÉÉ iÉÉå ÌuÉµÉaÉÑÂ oÉlÉlÉå MüÉ MüUiÉå WæÇû sÉåÌMülÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü 
mÉëjÉqÉ 100 ÍzÉ£ÉÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÉ MüWûÏÇ pÉÏ lÉÉqÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû|

LåxÉå qÉåÇ AÉeÉÉSÏ MüÉ AqÉ×iÉ uÉwÉï WûqÉåÇ LMü oÉÉU ÌTüU xÉå 
AmÉlÉå pÉÏiÉU fÉÉðMülÉå MüÉ AuÉxÉU SåiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü AÉeÉ xÉå 75 
uÉwÉï mÉÔuÉï WûqÉlÉå ÌlÉrÉÌiÉ  xÉå eÉÉå uÉÉSå  ÌMürÉå jÉå, uÉå MüWûÉð iÉMü 
mÉÔUå WÒûL| xÉÉjÉ WûÏ xÉÉjÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü xiÉU mÉU sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É AÉæU 
AÉkÉÑÌlÉMü qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ WûqÉ MüWûÉð ZÉÄQåû WæÇû| eÉÉÌWûU Wæû, 
WûqÉÉUÏ zÉÑÂAÉiÉ WûqÉÉUå xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü iÉÉlÉå oÉÉlÉå xÉå WûÉålÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL| 
WûqÉåÇ rÉWû xÉqÉfÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü WûqÉÉUå SåzÉ MüÐ ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ WûÏ 
WûqÉÉUÏ iÉÉMüiÉ Wæû| ClÉ ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÉjÉ sÉåMüU cÉsÉlÉå xÉå 
WûÏ WûqÉÉUÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû| eÉWûÉð WûqÉ AmÉlÉå xÉå ÍpÉ³É 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ oÉÉiÉÉåÇ MüÉ pÉÏ xÉqqÉÉlÉ MüUiÉå WæÇû, ElÉxÉå xÉÏZÉiÉå WæÇû AÉæU 
ElÉMåü xÉÉjÉ cÉsÉiÉå WæÇû| CxÉ qÉÔsÉqÉÇ§É MüÉå WûqÉåÇ CxÉ AqÉ×iÉ uÉwÉï 
qÉåÇ eÉÂU krÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ UZÉlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| WûqÉåÇ xÉqÉfÉlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ ÌMü MüÉåD 
pÉÏ SåzÉ rÉÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ iÉpÉÏ mÉëaÉÌiÉ MüU xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû, eÉoÉ ExÉMåü 
xÉpÉÏ lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ Måü mÉÉxÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ-rÉÉmÉlÉ MüÐ qÉÔsÉpÉÔiÉ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉLÇ 
EmÉsÉo® WûÉåÇ| WûqÉÉUÉ aÉhÉiÉÇ§É iÉpÉÏ AÉaÉå oÉÄRû xÉMåüaÉÉ, eÉoÉ SåzÉ 
Måü xÉpÉÏ lÉÉaÉËUMü AmÉlÉå AÉmÉMüÉå qÉÑZrÉkÉÉUÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ eÉÑÄQûÉ 
WÒûAÉ qÉWûxÉÔxÉ MüUåÇaÉå| 

SåzÉ MüÐ AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü xÉqÉrÉ AmÉlÉå AÉmÉxÉå ÌMürÉå 
aÉrÉå oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÉUå uÉÉSå AÉeÉ pÉÏ AkÉÔUå WûÏ UWû aÉrÉå WæÇû| 
WûqÉlÉå xÉÉåcÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü rÉWû SåzÉ xÉoÉMüÉå xÉÉjÉ sÉåMüU 
AÉaÉå oÉRåûaÉÉ| sÉåÌMülÉ LåxÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ WÒûAÉ| 
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WORKING  of  THE CONSTITUTION 

and  THE CHALLENGES AHEAD

All Independent States are not Republics. 
But all Republics are Independent States. 

When an Independent State adopts a written 
Constitution then that State becomes Republic. 
India became Independent on 15th of August, 
1947. By adopting world’s largest written 
Constitution, India became Republic on 
26th January, 1950. Therefore India is both 
Independent and Republic.

WHAT IS IN THE CONSTITUTION?
The Indian Constitution contains 22 Parts, 

12 Schedules and 448 Articles. The Special 
feature of India’s Constitution is its Preamble. 
This Preamble specifies that India is a Union 
of States, a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular and 
Democratic Republic with a Parliamentary 
System of Government. The Constitution 
establishes a federal structure and is unitary 

in spirit. Constitution provides for three organs 
called the legislative, executive and judiciary, 
making them jointly responsible for securing 
social, economic and political justice to all 
citizens, liberty of thought, expression, belief 
and worship; equality of status and opportunity; 
and to promote among them fraternity, achieving 
the dignity of the individual and the unity and 
integrity of the nation. The Constitution provides 
all citizens, individually and collectively, some 
basic freedoms such as right to equality before 
law, equal protection and equal opportunity in 
the matter of public employment. Prohibition 
of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, 
caste, sex or place of birth, right to freedom of 
speech and expression, assembly, association 
or union, movement, residence and right to 
practice any profession or occupation. Right 

Despite significant  achievements , today we are facing number of challenges.            
If these challenges are not overcome, it is not possible to save our Constitution. 

It is the Constitution that has ensured equal protection and equal opportunity 

to all prohibiting discrimination on the basis of religion, race, caste, 

gender, language or place of birth. Therefore, we have to preserve both 

the Constitution and its aims for us to live safely, for ourselves and our 

future generation.

                    Justice (Retd) H.N. Nagamohan Das
              Former Judge of Karnataka High Court

Image courtesy:theamdedkarmovement.blogspot.com/
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against exploitation, prohibiting all forms of 
forced labour, child labour and traffic in human 
beings; right to freedom of conscience and 
freedom to profess, practice and propagation 
of religion, right of citizens to conserve their 
culture, language and script.

By 42nd amendment to the Constitution we 
incorporated fundamental duties such as, to 
abide by the Constitution, to cherish and follow 
the noble ideals which inspired our national 
struggle for freedom, to defend the country 
and render national service when called upon 
to do so and promote harmony and spirit of 
brotherhood among Indians, to spread scientific 
temperament, transcending religious, linguistic 
and regional diversities.

The Constitution lays down that the State 
Government shall direct its policy in such a 
manner so as to secure for all men and women 
adequate means of livelihood and equal pay for 
equal work. It also lays down that within the 
limits of its economic capacity, the State should 
make effective provisions for securing the right 
to work, education and public assistance in the 
event of unemployment, old age, sickness and 
disability or other cases of undeserved want. 
The State shall also endeavour to secure for 
workers a living wage, human conditions of 
work, a decent standard of life etc.

The State’s Policy should be directed for 
securing distribution of ownership and control 
of material resources of the community for 
common good of all citizens. It should not 
result in concentration of wealth and means of 
production to common detriment.

The other important directions are to 
provide opportunity and facilities for healthy 
development of children, free and compulsory 
education for all children up to the age of 14, 
promotion of educational and economic interests 
of schedule castes, schedule tribes, women and 
other weaker sections.

In the constitution certain basic features are 

included such as supremacy of the Constitution, 
sovereignty of the nation, Parliamentary 
Democracy, Welfare State, Secularism, Social 
Justice, etc.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Republ ic  o f  India has made some 

achievements. Prior to Independence the entire 
land from Kashmir to Kanyakumari was never 
brought under one political rule. Either it was 
Gupta’s India, Maurya’s India, Mughal’s India or 
British India. Even when we got Independence 

there were nearly 600 Royal/feudal lords who 
were ruling different parts of India. We have 
abolished monarchy, feudalism and ended the 
colonialism and brought the entire land mass 
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari under one 
political rule, one boundary, one Constitution, 
one National Anthem, one National Flag and one 
National Symbol. Real India is founded only after 
the Constitution came into force.

Having abolished feudalism we have 
established independent democratic institutions 
such as the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha at 
the Centre, the Vidhana Sabha and Vidhana 
Parishath in the states, executive offices such as 
President of the Nation, the Central Government, 
the State Government, Zilla Panchayat, Taluk 
Panchayath, Grama Panchayath, Municipalities, 
Corporations, Judicial Institutions like the 
Supreme Court, High Courts, the District Courts 
and the Taluk Courts.

We brought institutional reforms such as 
land reforms, agricultural reforms, industrial 
reforms, educational reforms, health reforms 
etc.

The literacy rate which was barely 15 to 
16% when we gained freedom in 1947 has now 
been improved to stand at 79%. Nearly 70% 
population were below poverty and now we have 
brought down to 21%. The average longevity of 
life which was at an average of 32 years is now 
bettered to approximately 69 years. The annual 
food production which was 50 million tons 
has increased to 295 million tons today. Basic 
amenities such as employment, shelter, health, 
drinking water, roads, electricity and transport 
have been provided. Poverty, hunger, famine, 
floods and contagious diseases have been 
controlled to a vast extent. India is one among 
the top ten countries in the world in the field 
of Space Technology, Information Technology, 
Atomic Energy, Service Sector etc.

There is some progress in the living conditions 
of women, backward classes, minorities, 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. These 
sections have now entered the legislative, the 
executive and the judiciary. They have made 
good name in many fields such as Education, 
Science, Technology, Medicine, Law, Sports, 
Journalism, etc.

Though there are divergent religions, castes, 
languages, cultures, sub-cultures, customs, 
ideals, several political parties’ divergent 
attitudes and political ideologies, we have 
progressed making effort to be all inclusive 
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in accordance with our constitution forming 
governments, holding elections from time to time 
peacefully changing the Governments.

CONTINUED PROBLEMS
Despite these achievements we still have a 

few who are illiterate, unemployed, homeless 
and destitute. It has not been possible to provide 
everybody with clean drinking water, health 
facility, roads to all villages, electricity etc. 
The nation is suffering under an agrarian and 
industrial crisis. I am not a pessimist, but an 
optimistic. If we work little more and unitedly by 
bringing certain changes in our policies; reforms 
in the governance and by using modern scientific 
achievements, we can resolve our problems in 
few years.

CHALLENGES AHEAD
But, today we are facing number of challenges. 

If these challenges are not defeated, it is not 
possible to save our Constitution. Therefore, it is 
imperative to understand the challenges before 
the Nation and the Constitution. Sometime 
back I wrote the important challenges such as 
Depoliticalisation, Terrorism, Communalism, 
Criminalisation, Corruption, Commercialisation 
and cultural degeneration. Even today these 
challenges are hunting in. Now we are facing 
new challenges and if we do not address these 
then the whole country will perish. They are:
ELECTIONS:

Today the elections held from the Panchayath 
to the Parliament have become the victims of ills 
such as religion, caste, money power and muscle 
power. Candidates with more money and declared 
criminal cases are winning with huge margins, 
while sincere and honest candidates are losing 
their deposits. Day by day the number of those 
with money power and criminal background 
winning elections is increasing remarkably. On 
the other hand, the number of educated, ethical, 
expert and worthy candidates is reducing. 
The corrupt with criminal cases, children of 
politicians, their relatives, businessmen, Real 
Estate dealers are joining into the election 
arena in increasing numbers. New Legislations 
tabled are being passed without any discussion. 
Intolerance, divisiveness, corruption, conflicts 
and disrespecting the views of opposition have 
become everyday happenings in the proceedings 

of the House. In these institutions, shouting, 
heckling, chaos, protest etc., overpower any 
possible discussion of issues concerning the 
common man or the nation. Sometimes the 
entire session is lost without any discussion 
wasting the common man’s tax money by 
hundreds of crores.

We need to remember the warning sounded 
by Dr.Ambedkar while presenting the Draft 
Constitution for acceptance “however good a 
Constitution may be, it is sure to turn out bad 
because those who are called to work it happen 
to be a bad lot.”
REPRESSION OF RIGHTS:

Today we are at the edge of losing the 
Rights that we enjoyed in the past 75 years. 
Governments are using the public media such 
as the Doordarshan and the Akashvaani in their 
control to act as their spokesmen. Through 
advertisements they are wielding their influence 
upon private media. The Government is misusing 
its absolute authority to ban books, cinemas, 
paintings, musical concerts, etc. It is arresting, 
sending to jails and killings in the encounters, 
the artists, social workers, students, writers, 
journalists etc. by misusing law of sedition, 
UAPA, Detention laws etc.,; rolling bulldozers 
on the houses of those who participate in 
democratic protests. These developments have 
become a daunting challenge.
RULE OF LAW IN CRISIS

All the citizens and the institutions must 
obey the Constitution and the laws. No one is 
above the Constitution, as the saying goes ‘King 
is not law, law is the King’.

Today in every city in the Country, Criminal 
Mafia is active. The mafias have fixed their rates 
openly as one 
fixes the prices 
for vegetables 
i n  t h e 

market. Some 
h a v e  m a d e 
m a f i a  t h e i r 
profession. In 

We need to remember the warning sounded by Dr.Ambedkar 

while presenting the Draft Constitution for acceptance “however 

good a Constitution may be, it is sure to turn out bad because 

those who are called to work it happen to be a bad lot.”

Image Courtesy: 
Gurpreet Artist 

Bathinda, Face-
book
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such a situation what place does Rule of law 
enjoy?

According to report of National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) every day there are twenty seven 
atrocities committed on untouchables. Everyday 
five houses of untouchables are burnt, three 
women are subjected to sexual assault and 
eleven persons are physically assaulted. Studies 
reveal that every week thirteen untouchables 
are being killed, and around a hundred types of 
atrocities are committed against untouchables. 
A number of these incidents go unreported. In 
most of the reported incidents, the culprits go 
unpunished.

According to the NCRB 2016 Report a 
woman succumbs to torture every 77 minutes, 
every six hours a women gets burnt alive, or 
beaten to death, or pushed to the intolerable 

circumstances of having to commit suicide; 
of every hundred married women twenty are 
subjected to assault by their husbands or the 
husband’s family members, every 47 minutes a 
woman is sexually victimised. On average 96% 
women workers are subjected to sexual assault 
at least once in their lifetime. Day by day sexual 
attack on minor girlchildren, acid attacks, 
throwing hot oil and such other incidents are 
on the increase. Many incidents do not come 
to light. 

Lock-up deaths due to torture in police 
stations are almost daily news. The NCRB has 
reported 118 93 97 and 93 lockup deaths in 
2013 2014 2015 and 2016 respectively. The 
prisoners in jails too are dying due to torture 
and other causes. In such a situation where the 
fence raids the farm, law enforcement seems to 
have taken a holiday.
INDEPENDENCE OF DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS IN JEOPARDY 

Certain developments in recent years have 
made a dent in the independence of the judiciary 
too. The Memorandum of Procedure with 
respect to the Appointment of Judges, Transfer 
and promotions are in abeyance because of 
conflict between the Central Government and 
the Supreme Court. The executive is making 
all efforts to gain upper hand over the judiciary. 
The Central Government has ignored all 
regulations in the matter of appointing judges 
and returning the names recommended by the 
collegium. Sometimes the appointment of judges 
is delayed without any justification. Bypassing 
the Supreme Court the Central Government 
is directly dealing with the High Courts. The 

post retirement engagements are made on 
political considerations. Threats of transferring 
judges is yet another development threatening 
independence of judiciary. 

By intruding into the affairs of autonomous 
institutions such as the Reserve Bank, CBI, 
Election Commission, Universities, Central 
Enforcement Cell, Censor Board of Films, etc., 
the government is damaging the autonomy of 
these institutions.
RISE OF COMMUNAL AND 
FUNDAMENTALIST FORCES:

In recent days, forces of fundamentalism 
and communalism have raised their heads in 
a critical way. These forces are disrupting the 
unity of people. They have erected walls between 
people, given rise to mistrust, suspicion, 
jealousy and violence. What is disturbing is 
that these forces have percolated to all areas; 
namely politics, administrations, education, 
police, cinema, sports, music, arts etc.

These forces are attempting to destroy our 
plural culture by dictating on almost all areas 
of our private lives such as what to eat, what 
to wear, what to talk, how to behave, whom to 
love, whom to marry, with whom to transact and 
how many children to give birth to.

Many religious heads are in election fray. The 
political power is being transferred to the hands 
of religious heads is a dangerous sign. These 
forces are posing a serious threat to secularism 
and pluralism. As a result, peace is disturbed in 
the country and progress is limping.
THE DISAPPEARING CONCEPT                      
OF THE WELFARE STATE:

Welfare State means the Government 
shouldering more and more responsibility for 
providing the basic amenities to people such as 
food, education, health, shelter, employment, 
etc. But the Governments of the day are 
distancing from this constitutional obligation. 
The Governments are surrendering all fields 
like drinking water, education, health, housing, 
transport, employment etc., to private hands.

Today India is wealthier than ever before. 
But the question is, who is in control of this 
wealth? One percent population of our country 
are controlling 60% of wealth, 9% of population 
are controlling 20% of wealth and 90% of 
population are left with only 20% of wealth. 
This in-equal distribution of wealth resulted in 
huge suffering for vast sections from hunger, 
poverty, illiteracy, lack of medical facility, 
unemployment, insecurity etc.
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GROWING IRRELEVANCE                           
OF  SOCIAL JUSTICE:

One of the greatest contributions of our 
constitution is the social justice policy. Social 
justice means a mechanism for realizing 
an egalitarian society; social justice means 
discrimination free development. It means 
delivering the benefits of development to those 
who have been deprived of these benefits so far. 
Reservation is only a small part of social justice. 
Reservation alone is not social justice.

It is reported that more than 60 lakh 
sanctioned posts are vacant in Union and 
State Government Services and Public Sector 
Units. Reducing the scope of Public Sector has 
become a policy of the Governments. The policy 
of disinvestment now called on monetisation 
followed by the successive Governments 
has resulted in reduction in the creation of 

employment and in some instances they are not 
just available. As a part of disinvestment policy, 
many number of public sector undertakings 
have been transferred to private corporate 

houses. Consequently social justice is becoming 
irrelevant.

Another development which has become 
hurdle for the value of social justice is contract 

labour system and out-sourcing. Under these 
labour hiring systems, reservations need not 
be followed.
THREAT TO FEDERAL SYSTEM:

The Supreme Court in Keshavananda 
Bharthi case held that Federal System is one 
of the basic structures of our Constitution. The 
court further specified that this basic structure 
in unamendable. Today the Federal System is 
facing serious challenges. In the name of one 
nation one tax, GST is brought into force. The 
economic power is now concentrated in the 
center. The State Governments are now reduced 
to the status of Municipalities. The State 
Governments are now made to stand before the 
center with a begging bowl. The political power 
is now concentrated with the center. Elected 
representatives defecting to other political 
parties and tendering resignations has become 
the order of the day. Majority governments 
are reduced to minority and minority political 
parties gaining majority through defections and 
resignations is seen in many number of States 
in the country.

The Union Government is encroaching on 
the jurisdiction of State Governments. The farm 
laws, amendment to APMC Act, Education and 
Electricity are some of the examples. Ignoring 

and bypassing the State Government, the Union 
Government is directly instructing the State 
Government Officers is yet another threat to 
Federalism.

Some of the Governors are behaving like 
agents of Union Government. This is evident 
from the recent developments in the States 
like Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, West Bengal etc. The 
confrontation between States and Governors is 
posing a threat to Federal structure.

In the name of Nationality the Diversity of 
the County is threatened. One nation one tax, 
one market, one language, one grid, one religion 
are some of slogans voiced by communal forces 
is yet another threat to Federalism. If we do not 
address these challenges the unity and integrity 
of the nation will suffer.

CONCLUSION
It is the Constitution of India that is driving 

people with diverse faiths, castes, cultures, 
languages, beliefs, attitudes, customs, ideologies, 
food habits together. It is the constitution that 
has sown and cultivating ideologies called 
Democracy, Secularism and Social Justice. It 
is the Constitution that has guaranteed the 
Human Rights and Fundamental Rights.

It is the Constitution that has ensured 

equal protection and equal opportunity to 
all prohibiting discrimination on the basis of 
religion, race, caste, gender, language or place 
of birth. Therefore, we have to preserve both the 
Constitution and its aims for us to live safely, 
for ourselves and our future generation.



Image courtesy: vikalpsangam.org
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The struggle against imperialism represents 
a crucial phase in the history of India and, 

more specifically, its emergence as a modern 
nation. Popularly referred to as the freedom 
struggle it had very specific components in terms 
of its objectives. While at one level it represented 
opposition to ‘foreign/ British rule,’ its essence 
lay in opposition to imperialism which imposed 
a specific set of policies on its colony in India, 
with support from their allies in India, the feudal 
classes. 

The Background

To understand the intensely political nature 
of the anti-imperialist anti -feudal struggle 
there is a need to reiterate the crisis generated 
in Indian society by imperialist policies. To 
begin with, this involved the adoption of 

policies aimed at increasing the cultivation of 
commercial crops required by Britain, which 
made the peasantry in India more dependent 
on the market and its price fluctuations. To do 
this the colonial rulers garnered from its Indian 
lackeys—the feudal classes, with the Princely 
States and the landowning classes succumbing 
to their pressure. With the exception of a few, 
such as Tipu Sultan and Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh, the rest mostly acquiesced to bolstering 
imperialism so long as their privileges were left 
intact after an initial resistance. The revenue 
demands of the British regime and the exaction 
of high rents by the landlords wreaked havoc 
on the Indian peasantry, leading to the revolt 
of 1857— popularly seen as the First War of 
Independence. The years after the Revolt saw the 

The history of the workers’ movement in India, records the struggle and conscious 

engagement of vast masses of people in India came together, building solidarity 

across regions and religions to change their lives.One of the main features of the 

freedom struggle was to counter divisive trends and retrogressive social 

practices, whereas today many who wear the mantle of ‘nationalism’ seek to 

reinforce structures which uphold inequality in the name of ‘tradition.’  These 

undermine the gains of the anti-imperialist anti feudal struggle, reducing it 

a narrow fight against ‘foreign rule,’ devoid of the essence and spirit of the 
anti-imperialist anti feudal struggle. 
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advent of modern industry.However, the nature 
of industrial development in  British India, 
including its spatial spread, broadly followed a 
pattern which prioritized the industrial needs of 
the Empire. This was a situation vastly different 
from the context in which industrialization had 
proceeded in Britain and in other European 
countries. It was marked by a concentration 
of capital and business in the hands of the 

Europeans and was accompanied by the 
adoption of policies which ensured  huge profits 
to them, apart from the mechanism of the ‘Drain’ 
evolved to finance the extractive process in 
favour of the imperial power. 

The Context of Industrialization

The growth of modern industry in India, in 
selective ways to suit the needs of the Empire, 
has to be seen in this context. The formation 
of enclaves of indigenous capitalism were, to 
start with, permitted only in segments which 
were not directly in competition with British 
industry, or in the backdrop of the two World 
Wars, when British industry could not fulfil 
the imperial needs.  Historians of Modern India 
have analyzed both the financial foundations 
of the British Raj, as well as the policies of 
selective industrialization. With this a small 
group of Indian industrialists emerged, who 
sought to take advantage of  the concessions 
given by the British regime as part of war 
measures. They sought to put pressure on the 
colonial government to concede to its demands, 
including through the platform of the Indian 
National Congress, whose leaders saw support 
for the nascent Indian industrialist class as 

an expression of nationalism. Historians have 
documented how the Indian economy was 
‘underdeveloped’ to suit colonial needs due to 
political subjugation and the circumstances in 
which Indian industry came up later as also 
how the industrialists organized themselves 
to represent their interests. Comparatively 
speaking, histories of the working class and 
their struggles are fewer. This gap needs to 
be addressed by the trade union movement, 
especially if the lies perpetrated by those who 
seek to counter the role of the working class are 
to be exposed.1

With the colonial state intervening at 
every stage to uphold its interests, both 
industrialization and the absorption of 
dispossessed rural poor in India did not happen 

through natural processes as was the case 
elsewhere. While inequality is an integral feature 
of class society, the levels of poverty, famine, 

hunger and devastation that British India saw 
were unprecedented.  It is in this background 
that the modern working class in India emerged, 
drawn from the rural poor and those facing 
ruination due to the destruction of the artisanal 

industries. This explains whyworkers, together 
with the peasantry in India,representeda 
significant component of the masses who 
struggled for independence and for the formation 
of the Indian nation state. They struggled to 
realize the aspirations and dreams of the people 
of India for a life with dignity, justice and equal 
citizenship, irrespective of class, caste, gender, 
ethnicity, region or religion. While there are 
earlier histories of work and of resistance to 
injustice, the colonial context welded these 
struggling people into a force which stood for 
national independence, against imperial rule, 
to also put an end to feudal exploitation. 

Some of the earliest industries developed 
were the railways, the printing presses, the jute 
and textile mills. By the end of the 19th century a 
sizeable workforce had developed in the cotton/ 
textile and jute mills, apart from the railways; 
dockworkers; Municipal and Postal workers. 
Calcutta, Madras, Kanpur; Sholapur, Bombay 
and Ahmedabad emerged as major centres — the 
last two seeing a visible concentration of Indian-
owned industry- while the rest, including the 
plantations, remained British dominated. This 
is important since during the freedom struggle, 
the emerging Indian capitalist class, sought to 
influence the ‘nationalist’ agenda from their 
standpoint. Also, that confronted with workers’ 
struggles, the British were willing to usher in 
some ‘regulations’ for workers, which aimed to 
curbthe functioning of the Indian capitalists. 

Issues, organizing and struggles

The emergence of struggles for workers’ rights 
is linked to this history. While the conditions of 
indentured labour taken to the plantations is 
well-known, the evidence that came before the 
Factory Commissions and Enquiry Committees 
testified to the miserable conditions of work, 
wagecuts and disparity, wage contracts; bonus; 
child work,accompanied by the lack of security. 
The Royal Commission on Labour estimated 
that in most industrial centres the proportion of 
families/ individuals in debt was not less than 
2/3 of the whole, with debt generally exceeding 
three months’ wages. In Madras 90% and in 
Nagpur, above 80% workers/families were in 
debt. The struggles focused on the right to form 
organisations,conditions of work, long working 
hours, low wages,  standardization  of wages, 
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rationalization, retrenchment, housing and 
the lack of security of jobs, which resulted in a 
continuous flow of migrants and continued links 
with the ‘village.’

While strikes and struggles took place earlier 
too, the presence of labour began to register 
itself significantly in the early 20thcentury. From 
1905 onwards, there were reports of strikes in 
different parts of the country, with the railway 
workers and the printers’ strikes being some of 
the earliest. Narayan Meghaji Lokhande from 
Punefounded the Millhands’ Association. Hehad 
earlier joined the Satyashodhak movement of 
Mahatma Phule, devoting himself fully to social 
service and theMumbai Kamgar Sangh, with 
Phule also addressed textile workers in Bombay. 
The demands included a weekly holiday for 
workers on Sunday; a half-hour recess; that  the 
mills work from 6:30 a.m. and close by sunset 
andworkers be given their salaries by the 15th 
of each month.

In 1899, one of the earliest strikes in 
the Indian Peninsula Railways, drew  support 
fromTilak. The Swadeshi movement in Bengal, 
in opposition to the partition of Bengal, saw 
early signs of political consciousness among 
workers,going beyond sporadic action around 
specific grievances. A number of unions came 
up, though these are seen as representing strike 
Committees. 

The years 1918-21,around the time of World 
War I, saw several strikes and collective action 
by labour and also the emergence of the first 
trade unions.  The Madras Labour Union was 
formed in 1918. Similar developments took 
place in other industrial centres. These led 
to the setting up of the All India Trade Union 
Congressin 1920, with Lala Lajpat Rai as its 
President. The workers being drawn primarily 
from the railways, seamen, post and telegraph 
workers; the textile/ cotton mills in Madras, 
Ahmedabad, Bombay, and Kanpur; jute mills 
in Calcutta; Kharagpur; Jamshedpur, where 
the iron and steel industry was located and 
Municipal workers. The major centres for 
the Railways remained active sites of trade 
union activity through most of these years.  
In later years bidi and coir workers as well as 
othersectors joined the struggles. 

The decade of the 1920s was critical for the 
working class movement, though the existence 
and activities of the unions continued to be seen 

with a lens of illegality, till the passage of the 
Indian Trade Union Act in 1926, when unions 
got some legal protection. While the number 

of strikes showed a decline, thework days lost 
continued to go up and the B&C Mills in Madras 
saw intense action in 1921. The late 1920s saw 
an upsurgewith textile mills and the railways 
emerging as hotspots. The textile workers’ strike 
in 1925 in fact led to the suspension of the cotton 
excise duty, a significant achievement. It has 
been observed that‘the Bombay proletariat had 
won for the country a central nationalist demand 
of 30 years standing…though this achievement 
of theirs has seldom been acknowledged.’2The 

years 1928-29 were a hectic period, with asix- 
month long strike byworkers inthe Bombay mills 
in 1928. The 1920s also marked the advent of 
the left in trade unions in this period.

The history of working class in the struggle 
for independence is rich and vast. It cannot 
be captured in a short piece. There were many 
flashpoints, and instances of heroism, especially 
in the background of growing nationalist 
sentiment. These included Calcutta jute mill 
and transport workers; an upsurge in Peshawar 
when Badshah Khan was arrested; the refusal 
to offload foreign goods by dock workers in 
Bombay and Karachi and much more. Topping 
these was the Sholapur uprising in 1931 which 
saw the setting up of the Commune forcing the 
British to impose martial law and the martyrdom 
of Mallappa Dhanshetty, Shrikisan Sharda, 
Qurban Husain, and Jagannath Shinde, all 
hanged to death.In the 1930s, marked by the 
General strike of 1938, Lal Kanpur emerged as a 
major challenge. The Mutiny in the Royal Indian 
Navy in 1946 marked another historic moment, 
when the city of Bombay saw huge unrest and 
turmoil, especially in the working class areas, 
including firing and deaths of workers. 

The Response of the Colonial Regime

Brutal repression by the colonial state 
was accompanied by what the government 
projected as ‘regulatory mechanisms,’ which 
often served the contrary purpose. These 
included the three Factories Acts, 1881, 
1891 and 1911, and the setting up of an 
official machinery for inspectionsetc. The 
Assam Labour Enquiry of 1922highlighted 
the excesses linked to recruitment procedures 

 While inequality is an integral feature of class 

society, the levels of poverty, famine, hunger 

and devastation that British India saw were 

unprecedented.  It is in this background that the 

modern working class in India emerged, drawn 

from the rural poor and those facing ruination 
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and that there had been no wage increase for 
a quarter of a century! The detailed report of 
the Royal Commission on Labour (Whitley 
Commission, 1931)leading to the Factories 
Act of 1934.  A Cawnpore Labour Enquiry 
Committee was setup in 1937. A comprehensive 
Labour Investigation Committee in 1947 was 
followed by the Factories Act of 1948 and the 
Rege Committee recommendations. Official 
machinery aside, there were  a series of Acts 
pertaining to specific industries: cotton, mines  
and plantations; the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act; the Maternity Benefit Act Bombay 1929, 
followed by other states; the Public Safety 
Ordinance of 1929 and the Trade Disputes 
Act of 1929 and  thePayment of Wages Act, 
1936; and, The Bombay Industrial Disputes 
Act, 1938which sought to eliminate all strikes 
and lockouts Undoubtedly, restrictive measures 
and the penal provisions were taken up with 
enthusiasm by the colonial regime, while the 
regulatory provisions were implemented with 
uneven effect, with no thought being given to 
their enforcement and some not being adopted 
by certain provinces. This was also the case 
with several of the ILO Conventions after World 
War I, which raised issues of women and child 
labour, night work, underground work in the 
mines and unemployment, in the aftermath of 
the depression. 

Meanwhile, a pattern seemed to emerge 
where moments of hectic political activity were 
marked by significant struggles by the working 
class. Starting with the Swadeshi movement 
in the early 1900s, the workers joined in the 
political hartal in Mumbai against Tilak’s 
conviction. The war years, the Khilafat agitation, 
the Rowlatt Satyagraha and the Gandhi led  Non 
Co-operation Movement, the protests against 
the Simon Commission, the Civil Disobedience, 
the  Quit India movement in 1942 and the RIN 
mutiny in 1946, all saw workers take to the 
streets to confront the imperialist forces. 

Apart from the British authorities, responses 
to workers’ struggles came from different 
standpoints. From the decadeof the 1930s it 
became clear that the ideological understanding 

which shaped the movements was as important 
as the struggles themselves. While more 
workers came into unions, there was clearly 
atleast one alternate model of TU organisation, 
including one put forward by Gandhi himself. 
The Majoor Mahajan Sabha, as represented 
by the Ahmedabad Textile Labour Association 
(ATLA) definitely stood apart/ aloof from the 
mainstream TUs. Differences existed at the 
level of ideas, understanding and political 
standpoints. Alongside events in India, the Soviet 
Socialist Revolution in 1917 and the emergence 
of the Left in India marked a high point, opening 
up new possibilities, raising the hopes, spirit 
and consciousness of workers’ movements. 
The influence of socialist ideology was seen not 
only among the Communists but, for a while, 
even in sections of the Congress leadership, the 
most visible being the Subhas Chandra Bose 
and Jawaharlal Nehru apart from leaders at 
the regional level.3By the 1920s the trade union 
movement had developed across sectors and 
regions. While TU membership amongst women 
remained low, several women leadersemerged 
during this period. The significant presence of 
the Communists in the trade union leadership 
was also clearly visible.

These developments evoked particularly 
ruthless responses from the colonial rulers, 
who promptly initiated a series of  Conspiracy 
Cases ( Meerut, 1929) against the emerging 
left leadership, while also imposing a ban on 
the CPI. Meanwhile, disparate voices began to 
emerge within the Congress, especially when 
it was in power in the 1930s in the Provinces. 
Tensions came to the fore due to this and 
ideological differences with regard to the German 
aggression under Hitler and the Second World 
War. 

This period also marked a critical point with a 
visible growth of the  communal tide. Communal 
riots were by now known to be a strategy in the 
arsenal of the ruling classes. While this was 
most visible in the aftermath of Bhagat Singh’s 
martyrdom, not surprisingly this was used as 
a strategy to break strikes, as documented by 
labour historians.4 In the political sphere, while 
the Muslim League’sputting forth the need for 
reservations for Muslims and subsequently the 
demand for partition are common knowledge, 
the tactics of those who championed ‘Hindu 
nationalism,’while choosing to stayaloof from 
the anti-imperialist struggle topush a narrow 
sectarian agenda for a Hindu Rashtra also 

due to the destruction of the artisanal industries. 

This explains why workers, together with the 
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component of the masses who struggled for 

independence and for the formation of the 

Indian nation state.
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emerged as a clear strategy to break workers’ 
unity in this phase. 

Reflecting on this period it is clear that the 
different currents underlying these political 
movements posed critical challenges before the 
working class movement. It is remarkable that 
the workers were not swayed by these sectarian, 
communal agendas and pursued their class 
issues on the basis of a broader understanding, 
focusing on their demands and opposition to 
imperialism. While many leaders emerged in 
the movement, it should be noted that Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, who prior to his role and responsibility 
in the Constituent Assembly, emerged as the 
leader of the Depressed Classes,opposed the 
introduction of the Industrial Disputes Bill, 
in 1937 because it sought to take away the 
workers’ right to strike. Ambedkar was the 
Labour Member of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council in 1942. His interventions on abolition 
of the khoti system in Konkan/ agriculture and 
on untouchability were significant,especially in 
view of the linkages between caste and labour. 
Dakshayani Velayudhan, the only Dalit woman 
member of the Constituent Assembly, raised the 
issue of agrestic slavery and economic bondage. 

There was a clear impact of socialist ideals/ 
ideology, especially after the Russian Revolution, 
seen as a victory for workers across the world.
As the red flag came to symbolize the fight 
against tyranny and misrule, the aspiration 
for freedom from exploitation was reflected in 
a proliferation of pamphlets, publications and 
poems by workers invoking the red flag, the 
hammer and the sickle.This was reflected in the 
mood in urban industrial centres. The workers’ 
movement forged solidarity across regions, 
caste, religion, language and gender, while 
also developing links with international labour 
movements and organisations. The influence 
of Communist ideology was clearly seen in the 
movement as the language of socialism was 

widely embraced. This was also reflected in the 
debates in theConstituent Assembly. Thus the 
active participation of the working class in the 
anti-imperialist struggle gave a new meaning to 
the idea of freedom.

In Independent India: 

New Challenges and the Changed Context 

of ‘Nationalism’

The imposition of the Emergency in the mid-
1970s, the debt crisis and the loans negotiated 
with the IMF were a symptom of a deepening 
crisis. These   signaled a clear assertion of state 
power in favour of industry in independent 
India and infliction of ruthless repression 

on the working class.The nature of capitalist 
growth has, since, seen remarkable changes. 
The advent of a new trade regime imposed by 
international funding agencies such as the 
IMF and the World Bank under the GATT and 
WTO have changed the context of industrial 
production and production relations. Industry 
has been transformed, as also the forms of 
unions/ unionization.

The context of work and workers’ struggles 
has changed vastly. With the collapse of some 
of the erstwhile Socialist states, international 
capital has seen an opportunity to launch the 
strategy of liberalization, privatization and 
globalization (LPG), launching relentless attacks 
on the working people of India. The expansion 
of the unorganized sector and a planned 
strategy of informalization of the economy are 
effectively aimed at denying existing rights to 
workers, many of whom are even denied formal 
recognition as workers.  This phase poses fresh 
challenges of reaching out to an increasingly 
contractual, dispersed working class, often 
operating from outsourced sites of production.
At a time when new categories of workers and 
sites of work are emerging, when the definition of 
work and place of work is changing, organising 
workers and waging struggles poses multiple 
challenges.  Vast segments of work and sections 
of workers are not even recognized as workers. 
This is especially the case in those sectors/ 
spheres where women were concentrated. 
The recent Labour Codes are a case in point, 
whereby the state seems to implement a strategy 
of dismantling all existing labour laws which 
ensured some rights to the workers won over 

As at the time of the freedom struggle, the 

actions of the working class in India remain 

critical to the present political context. 
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a century of struggle in India.This phase is 
signified by the complicity of institutions of the 
state against the working class.  

As at the time of the freedom struggle, the 
actions of the working class in India remain 
critical to the present political context. This 
enjoins a special responsibility on those engaged 
in organizing the working classes/ masses to 
ensure that the forces they represent consciously 
intervene to preserve and strengthen democracy 
while remaining committed to united struggles. 
Their success in this strugglerests on their 
keeping alive the rich history of their struggle 
which began with the working class unitedly 
standing up to take on the might of the British 
Empire.As ‘nationalism’ acquires new meanings 
in present times, workers and the unions need 
to refresh debates from earlier times, to ensure 
that the history and tradition of diversity is kept 
alive and the language of nation and nationalism 
are not allowed to become tools to divide the 
working class, or the people in general. In 
present globalized times there is a need to think 
how the critique of imperialism and the idea of 
working class unity are to be taken to newer 
sections of the working class, to also bridge gaps 
on the basis of caste and identity. 

There is an urgent need to understand how 
the changed nature, forms and locations of 
work in this globalized worldimpact forms of 
consciousness, especially as these are shaped 
by parallel processes, imbibing a heady mix of 
culture, politics, religion and the law?Forging 
unity to develop a trade union consciousness, 
challenging by itself, needs to tackle the 
changed context of politics. There are many 
complex challenges to the efforts to buildunity, 
especially as the global seems to merge with the 
national and the local, forging links to facilitate 
exploitation in ways which are truly baffling. The 
pandemic made this challenge visible as worker-
migrants walked on never- ending tracks which 
led to their nowhere homes, 

The history of the workers’ movement in 
India, records the struggle and conscious 
engagement of vast masses of people in India 
came together, building solidarity across regions 
and religions to change their lives.One of the 
main features of the freedom struggle was 
to counter divisive trends and retrogressive 
social practices, whereas today many who wear 
the mantle of ‘nationalism’ seek to reinforce 
structures which uphold inequality in the name 
of ‘tradition.’  These undermine the gains of the 
anti-imperialist anti feudal struggle, reducing 

it a narrow fight against ‘foreign rule,’ devoid of 
the essence and spirit of the anti-imperialist anti 
feudal struggle. Development of a progressive 
outlook includes challenging irrational beliefs 
and practices in what is seen as the home or the 
private sphere in our lives. As B.T. Ranadive said, 
the worker is often the feudal master at home. 
In this sphere reside many elements which are 
in fact inimical to working class ideology: caste 
consciousness, patriarchal elements and beliefs 
which prompt us to discriminate on account 
of sex and gender; false notions of ‘honour,’ 
superstition and irrational beliefs which form 
part of our consciousness, prompting us to 
adhere to practices which uphold inequalities, 
even as we seek to assert equality in public 
life. Confronting ideologies which uphold 
such beliefs and discriminatory practices is as 
much a part of trade union work as the task 
of organizing workers across social groups. It 
involves understanding the changing role of 
the state,identification of gaps and tensions 
on account of the different social location of 

workers. At the present juncture it is necessary 
to confront retrogressive trends within the 
movement and forms of consciousness which 
seek to draw people towards fundamentalism 
and obscurantism and ideologies which are 
opposed to unity in struggle.  

The Idea of India, as envisioned during 
the freedom struggle, rested on principles of 
equality, liberty and democracy which embrace 
diversity in different fields and spheres. Today 
fundamentalisms of different hues seek to 
smash this vision, introduce a concept of 
differential, graded citizenship even as the 
nation and nationalism are being re-defined by 
those who disagreed with the basic values of 
modernity and secularism which were the core 
ideals upheld by those who struggled to build 
a new India
(Footnotes)
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& Political Weekly , Vol - L No. 16, April 18, 2015. 
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A delegation of AIIEA consisting of Com. 
V. Ramesh, President; Com. Shreekant 

Mishra, General Secretary and Com. H. I. Bhatt, 
Joint Secretary met the LIC management on 
12th of July 2022. In the morning session, the 
delegation had an extensive discussion with 
Sri R. K. Dubey, Executive Director (Personnel) 
in the presence of other officials of Personnel 
department. The following issues came up for 
discussion in the meeting.

Inordinate delay in the Notification of 
Board Approved Family Pension: The AIIEA 

delegation expressed its serious unhappiness 
over the inordinate delay in notification of the 
LIC Board approved improvements in the family 
pension. The delegation pointed out that many 
employees/ retired employees have passed away 
in the last two years leaving their families in dire 
financial distress. The delay in notification of 
LIC Board’s recommended improvements in the 
family pension is therefore unfair. The delegation 
demanded that LIC should expeditiously take up 
the issue with the Ministry for early resolution 
of the issue. The management assured to follow 
up the issue with all seriousness.

Inordinate delay in giving One more Option 
to some leftover Ex-Servicemen Employees 
to join the 1995 Pension Scheme: The 
delegation also expressed its unhappiness over 
the inordinate delay in giving One more Option 
to some leftover Ex-Servicemen Employees to 
join the 1995 Pension Scheme. The management 
responded by saying that the issue is being 
repeatedly followed up with the government and 
all the clarifications sought by the Ministry have 
been sent. The AIIEA shall continue its efforts 
to see that the issue is resolved at the earliest.

Fixation of Pay of Ex-Servicemen 
Employees re-employed in LIC on or after 
01.01.2006: The AIIEA delegation raised the 
issue of unjust and arbitrary fixation of pay 
of Ex-servicemen employees re- employed in 
LIC on or after 01.01.2006. Our delegation 
pointed out that this had not only caused huge 
reduction in salary of such employees, but it is 
also resulting into recovery of huge amounts 
of money from these employees for absolutely 
no fault of theirs. We demanded that the 
management should take up the issue with the 
government afresh for a favourable resolution 
of the issue. The management appreciated our 
concern and assured to take up the issue afresh 

AIIEA Delegation Meets LIC Management
for resolution of this matter. The AIIEA shall 
continue its efforts to give relief to the affected 
Ex-Servicemen employees.

Restoration of the Increments postponed 
due to participation in the two-day strike 
action on 28-29 March 2022: The delegation 
of AIIEA demanded immediate restoration of the 
increments postponed for participation in 28-29 
March 2022 strike.

Arbitrary Withdrawal of ACLs: The AIIEA 

delegation expressed its strong disapproval 
of the arbitrary manner in which ACLs were 
withdrawn through an erroneous interpretation 
of Government Notifications. The delegation 
drew the attention of the management to AIIEA’s 
letters dated 18.11.2021, 16.12.2021 and 
22.05.2022 on the issue and demanded that 
immediate remedial measures should be taken 
to rectify the anomalies.

Treatment of Intervening Holidays during 
the period of Casual Leave: The delegation 
of AIIEA reiterated its strong objection to the 
practice of treating intervening holidays between 
two periods of casual leave as Leaves rather than 
as holidays. Pointing out that a large number 
of analogous institutions have done away with 
this practice, the delegation demanded that 
there was a need to have a re-look at the issue. 
The LIC management responded positively to 
this and said that the issue is under their active 

consideration.
Ex-Gratia in lieu of Bonus for the Years 

2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21 and 2021-22: The 

AIIEA delegation was critical of the inordinate 
delay in getting sanctions from the government 
on the question of Ex- Gratia in lieu of Bonus 
for the aforementioned years. The management 
responded that they have already taken up the 
issue afresh with the government and were 
hopeful of an early resolution of the long pending 
issue.

Conveyance Allowance for Physically 
Challenged (Divyaang) Employees: Our 
delegation took strong exception to the fact 
that the conveyance allowance for physically 
challenged employees has not been revised 
upwards for over a decade. Pointing out that 
the issue cannot brook any further delay, we 
demanded early resolution of the issue. The 
management informed that this issue has 
already been broached with the government and 
they would follow it up further.
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Transfer Cases of Newly Recruited 
Assistants: The AIIEA delegation expressed 
its unhappiness that Assistants recruited in 

the year 2020 were not being given transfer to 
their desired places in cases of acute need also. 
While appreciating that this was a part of the 
Recruitment Notification itself, the delegation 
reasoned that this should not be mechanically 
implemented especially on Marriage Grounds 
and Medical Grounds. The management 
appreciated our concern and has asked some 
time to examine the issue in greater detail. The 
AIIEA shall continue to pursue this issue.

Recruitment in Class III & IV Cadres: 
The AIIEA expressed its satisfaction that the 
Recruitment process which had got stuck up 
in Tamil Nadu because of some court cases 
was finally heading towards a resolution. 
However, in spite of the recruitment in 2020 
and the movement of contingency panels in two 
rounds, there are still some left over vacancies 
out of the total declared vacancies of 8000 
because of various reasons. The delegation of 
AIIEA demanded that the management should 
immediately start the process of recruitment 
against these vacancies so that it benefits the 
institution and the society at large.

The delegation drew the attention of the 
management to a settled principle of law that 
one temporary employee should not be replaced 
by another temporary employee. It was pointed 
out that there were flagrant violations of this 
principle in LIC and many offices were trying 
to push outsourcing of Class IV jobs. Our 
delegation conveyed its firm opposition to this 
move and said that Recruitment to Class IV 
cadre was the only solution to take care of Class 

IV jobs. This issue has to be followed up further.
Reimbursement of the Cost of Furniture/ 

Mobile Handset: The AIIEA delegation reiterated 
our demand for reimbursement of the cost of 
mobile handset and furniture. This issue needs 
to be pursued still further.

Recognition to AIIEA: The AIIEA delegation 
was critical that LIC management was not taking 
up the issue of Recognition to AIIEA despite 
our reasoned arguments over several rounds of 
discussions.

All these issues apart, the AIIEA delegation 
also took up some issues pertaining to CGIT, 
disciplinary matters and issues of particular 
relevance to some zones. The developments 
relating to these issues will be communicated 
to the respective zones.

AIIEA Delegation Meets 
the Managing Director:
A delegation of AIIEA consisting of Com. 

Shreekant Mishra and Com. H.I. Bhatt met 
Sri B.C. Pattnaik, Managing Director of LIC in 
the evening. Our delegation took up the issue 
of the inordinate delay in notification of the 
Board recommended improvements in family 
pension and requested the MD for his personal 
intervention so that the issue was resolved 
without any further loss of time. The MD was 
positive in his response and assured to pursue 

the issue. The discussion with the MD covered 
a wide range of issues including the possibilities 
and challenges before the LIC in the emerging 
situation.

The AIIEA shall continue to follow up 
the issues cited above and inform the units 
accordingly.

26th General Conference of  AIIEA
Formation of Reception Committee

 On 25th June 2022, a meeting for the 
formation of Reception Committee for the 
ensuing 26th General Conference of All India 
Insurance Employees’ Association (AIIEA) to be 
held in January, 8-11, 2023 in Kolkata was held 
at Subarna Banik Samaj Hall, Ganesh Chandra 
Avenue, Kolkata in the afternoon. Comrade 
Ramkrishna Datta, Vice-president, Eastern 
Zone Insurance Employees’ Association (EZIEA) 
presided over the meeting. Prof. (Dr) Ratan 
Khasnabis was present as the Chief Guest of the 
meeting. In the welcome session Comrade Surajit 
Das, General Secretary of EZGIEA offered flower 

bouquet to Prof. Khasnabis. The representatives 
from fraternal trade unions and unions within 
the insurance industry were also present in 
the meeting. After a brief introduction from the 
President, Comrade Jayanta Mukherjee, General 
Secretary, EZIEA explained the present situation 
of the nationalised Insurance Industry (both 
LIC and GIC) in India and proposed the name 
of the members and advisors of the Reception 
Committee. Comrade Pradip Gargari, Joint 
Secretary, EZIEA seconded the proposal. It was 
unanimously accepted by the house. Prof. (Dr) 
Ratan Khasnabis, an eminent economist and 
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academician was elected as the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee. Then the newly elected 
Chairman of the Reception Committee delivered 
his speech expressing his enthusiasm to hold 
this prestigious post. In his speech he explained 
the ill-conceived move of Modi Government on 
the issue of privatisation and liberalisation of 

nationalised Insurance Industry in this neo-
liberal era. Prof. Khasnabis emphasised the need 
of movement of the Trade Unions along with the 
common people to resist the anti-people move of 
the Government. 4 the representatives of Central 
and State level Trade Unions and unions within 
the industry also took part in the discussion 
of the anti-people move of the Government 

The one day strike called by the JFTU on 
15th July,2022 was a tremendous success 
in all PSGI Companies across the country. 
It was called on the demand of immediate 
settlement of long pending wage revision and 
other economic issues as well as protection of 
PSGI industry.
As usual, the offices of all PSGICs remained 
closed in the eastern part. However, the 
presence of large number of striking employees 
before their respective offices was quite 
remarkable. The NIC HO remained completely 
shut today. Braving rain, the activists of 
constituents of JFTU were picketing since 
morning before the HO and appealing everyone 
to not enter the office. At around 11 am, 
the employees gathered before the NIC HO 
held a meeting and listened patiently to the 
deliberations of JFTU leaders.
The striking employees in other parts of the 
country gave this strike a new dimension 

and assured their 

w h o l e h e a r t e d 
suppor t  t o  the 

success of ensuing 
Conference. 

C o m r a d e 
Jayanta Mukherjee, 
General Secretary, 
EZIEA and Comrade 
S a n j a y  J h a , 
Secretary, Standing 

Committee (General Insurance) were elected as 
Joint Convenors and Comrade Amitava Ghosh, 
Treasurer, EZIEA was elected as Treasurer of 
Reception Committee. 

Comrade Amitesh Sarkar, Assistant 
Secretary, EZIEA moved a resolution on the 
opening and operation of a Savings Bank 
account in the name of Reception Committee 
which was seconded by Comrade Tapan 
Mitra, Secretary, WBSGIEA. While concluding 
Comrade Ramkrishna Datta, President of the 
meeting, extended thanks to all. The hall was 
full of insurance employees both from LIC and 
GIC throughout the meeting. The programme 
was a grand success.



One day strike on 15th July, 2022 in 
PSGI Companies a historic success
AIIEA congratulates the employees for their display of unity and resolve 

by keeping offices closed in their areas also. 
While majority of offices remained shut in 
South Zone, they were closed in several parts 
of Northern and Western Zone too. At UII HO, 
only three GMs were present while there was 
scant presence of some officials in OIC HO. 
Even at Mumbai, New India offices were thinly 
attended. Strike rallies were held before UII 
and OIC HOs. These apart, demonstrations 
and gate meetings with large gathering of 
employees were held at almost all centres all 
over the country.
AIIEA congratulates each and every employee 
of PSGI Companies for their efforts for making 
this strike a grand success. The employees 
even defied the direct and indirect threat of 
the Management and DFS and participated 
in the strike. This is noteworthy and gives us 
confidence that come what may, we shall win 
our wage revision as per our aspirations and 
protect our industry.
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