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PUBLIC SECTOR CONTINUES TO DOMINATE

T

he Public Sector insurance industry
continued its domination in the ﬁnancial
year 2015-16. Though LIC, GIC and National
Insurance Company are yet to officially
announce the results, it is clearly seen from
the available information that it has been
another good year for the public sector.
The LIC has towered over the life insurance
market. It sold over 2.05 crore new policies
to earn a record ﬁrst year premium income
of Rs.97674.32 crore. The Total Premium
Income of the Corporation is expected to
touch around Rs.2.7 lakh crore. With an
investment income of over 1.5 lakh crore,
the total income of the corporation is likely
to be around 4.2 lakh crore. LIC has done
exceptionally well in the P&GS business
to earn over Rs.64000 crore as First Year
Premium Income. The total assets of the
Corporation are expected to cross Rs.20 lakh
crore. It is a stunning fact that even after

16 years of competition LIC lords over the
market with a share of 70.44% in Premium
Income and 76.84% in number of policies.
The dominance of LIC can be judged from the
fact that SBI life comes a distant second with a
market share of 5.13% in premium and 4.76%
in policies. Out of the 23 private companies in
the life insurance business, only 9 companies
have a market share of over 1% in premium
and 7 have a share of over 1% in policies.
Such has been the scale of dominance of LIC
in the Indian life insurance market. LIC has
not only excelled in securing new business,
it has also established unbeatable records in
the policy servicing. The Corporation settled
99.49% of the Death Claims and 99.75% of
the Maturity Claims.
The four public sector general insurance
companies and the GIC have also done
extremely well. The PSGI companies recorded
a combined gross direct premium income
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of Rs.47717.55 Crore with a growth of
12.14% over last year maintaining the
market leadership. The New India Assurance
Company, United India and Oriental have
recorded impressive profits. There is a
substantial increase in the investments of
these companies and there has been a jump in
the assets they hold. The National Insurance
and GIC are also expected to announce good
results and the Public Sector is bound to record
impressive all round performance.
The performances of LIC and PSGI
companies have been great considering the
fact that financial year 2015-16 was yet
another difﬁcult year for the Indian economy.
Though it is claimed that the economy grew
around 7.5%, it failed to create any jobs.
On the other hand, there were massive job
losses due to decline in exports and industrial
stagnation. The failure of monsoon for two
successive years witnessed rural distress
with nearly 50 crore Indians across the
country suffering from severe drought. This
situation has resulted in the stagnation or even
decline in the household savings impacting all
businesses including insurance.
The government also did very little to
help expansion of the insurance market. The
government knows it well that in India life
insurance is still a push product and not a
pull product. Such a product to be sold in
the market must have strong tax incentives.
Instead of agreeing to the demand of AIIEA and
the industry to frame the tax policy in a way
to attract investment in life insurance product,
the government has made the life insurance
premium more costly. The service tax on life
insurance premium has been increased while
making some insigniﬁcant reduction for the
single premium annuities. The tax deduction
at source on short term policies is making the
people stay away from the life insurance. The
justiﬁed demand for a separate exemption limit
for life premiums considering the increasing
inﬂation has been turned down. Surely, the
government’s objective of increasing insurance
penetration cannot be met without support of
a favourable tax regime.
Despite the good performance by LIC and
PSGI companies, there are areas of concern.
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These relate to the individual business in life
insurance. This requires new methods of
campaign, innovative product development
and market initiatives by LIC to attract the
middle and upper middle income earners.
Since LIC is primarily depended on the ﬁeld
force, there should be extensive efforts to
motivate and encourage the field force.
The administrative staff can support these
initiatives and through their campaign in the
street can create goodwill in favour of LIC. The
administrative staff should also make efforts to
continue to retain and win over the conﬁdence
of the policyholders through setting still higher
standards of servicing. The PSGI companies
also have to look in the direction of personal
line of business to capture new markets in
order to retain the market domination.
The years ahead are bound to be challenging.
The hike in FDI limits will surely add greater
muscle to the private companies. We will also
see consolidation of the private sector through
mergers, acquisitions and amalgamations.
The decision of the government to privatize
the PSGI companies by listing them on the
stock exchanges will threaten the stability
and increase unnecessary competition within
the public sector. This is unwarranted. The
government which is wedded to the neoliberal economic philosophy will make renewed
attempts towards privatization of LIC. The
situation requires utmost vigilance and
preparedness to court sacriﬁces to defend the
ﬁnest institutions in the public sector.
The campaign for consolidation of PSGI
industry must gain momentum. With the
government openly encouraging consolidation
of public sector banks, it has no reason or
logic to deny the consolidation of public sector
general insurance industry. This year is the
Diamond Jubilee Year of LIC. In the last sixty
years, LIC has won the trust and admiration of
the nation. It has made enormous contribution
to the nation building exercise. This has been
possible due to the unﬂinching loyalty and
commitment of the workforce to LIC. Let us
commit ourselves once again to defend these
institutions and take them to still greater
heights. This is the task that needs to be
undertaken urgently.
JUNE 2016

Insurance Worker

xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ kÉÉMü oÉUMüUÉU

xÉÉ

uÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ lÉå ÌuÉ¨É uÉwÉï 201516 qÉåÇ pÉÏ AmÉlÉÉ mÉëpÉÑiuÉ oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉÉ Wæû| rÉ±ÌmÉ LsÉ.
AÉD.xÉÏ., eÉÏ.AÉD.xÉÏ iÉjÉÉ lÉåvÉlÉsÉ CÇvrÉÉåUåÇxÉ MüqmÉlÉÏ MüÉå
AmÉlÉå AÉÍkÉMüÉËUMü lÉiÉÏeÉå ApÉÏ bÉÉåÌwÉiÉ MüUlÉå WæûÇ, EmÉsÉokÉ
AÉÇMüÄQûÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÔcÉlÉÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU rÉWû xmÉ¹ ÌSZÉÉD Så UWûÉ
Wæû ÌMü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü ÍsÉL LMü oÉÉU ÌTüU rÉWû AcNûÉ
uÉwÉï UWûÉ Wæû|
LsÉ0AÉD0xÉÏ0 eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ Måü ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå FÆcÉÉD mÉU
UWûÏ Wæû| CxÉlÉå 2.05 MüUÉåÄQû lÉD mÉÉÍsÉxÉÏ oÉåcÉ MüU 97,674.32
MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ mÉëjÉqÉ uÉwÉÏïrÉ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ AÎeÉïiÉ MüÐ Wæû|
ÌlÉaÉqÉ MüÐ MÑüsÉ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ 2.7 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå Måü
AÉxÉ-mÉÉxÉ UWåûaÉÏ| 1.5 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ xÉå
AÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÌlÉaÉqÉ MüÐ MÑüsÉ AÉrÉ 4.2 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå
xÉqpÉÉÌuÉiÉ Wæû| LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. lÉå mÉÏ.LhQû.eÉÏ.LxÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ qÉåÇ
AxÉÉkÉÉUhÉ MüÉrÉï MüUiÉå WÒûL 64 WûeÉÉU MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå xÉå AÍkÉMü
MüÐ mÉëjÉqÉ uÉwÉÏïrÉ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ AÎeÉïiÉ MüÐ Wæû| ÌlÉaÉqÉ MüÐ
MÑüsÉ mÉËUxÉqmÉÌiÉrÉÉÆ 20 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû MüÉå mÉÉU MüU eÉÉrÉåÇaÉÏ| rÉWû
LMü ÌuÉsÉ¤ÉhÉ iÉjrÉ Wæû ÌMü 16 uÉwÉï MüÐ sÉaÉÉiÉÉU mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÉï Måü
oÉÉS pÉÏ LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. lÉå mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ qÉåÇ 70.44 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ
iÉjÉÉ mÉÉÍsÉxÉÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ 76.84 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ oÉÉeÉÉU ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ Måü
xÉÉjÉ AmÉlÉÉ mÉëpÉÑiuÉ oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉÉ Wæû| LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. Måü mÉëpÉÑiuÉ
MüÉ AÉMüsÉlÉ CxÉ iÉjrÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû
ÌMü LxÉ.oÉÏ.AÉD. sÉÉCTü mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ qÉåÇ 5.13 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ iÉjÉÉ
mÉÉÍsÉxÉÏ qÉãÇ 4.76 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ oÉÉeÉÉU ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ Måü oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÄQåû
AliÉU Måü xÉÉjÉ SÕxÉUå xjÉÉlÉ mÉU AÉiÉÏ Wæû| eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ Måü ¤Éå§É
MüÐ 23 ÌlÉeÉÏ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉå MåüuÉsÉ 9 MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ
mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU qÉÉMåïüOû vÉårÉU 1 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü
Wæû AÉæU mÉÉÍsÉxÉÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU ÍxÉTïü 7 MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ
MüÉ qÉÉMåïüOû vÉårÉU 1 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü Wæû| pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ
oÉÏqÉÉ ÌlÉaÉqÉ MüÉ pÉÉUiÉ Måü oÉÏqÉÉ oÉÉeÉÉU mÉU mÉëpÉÉuÉ MüÉ xiÉU
CxÉ mÉëMüÉU MüÉ UWûÉ Wæû| LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. lÉ MåüuÉsÉ lÉuÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ
AÎeÉïiÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ AÉaÉå UWûÏ Wæû, xÉÉjÉ WûÏ xÉÉjÉ xÉåuÉÉ Måü ¤Éå§É
qÉåÇ pÉÏ CxÉlÉå AÌ²iÉÏrÉ MüÐÌiÉïqÉÉlÉ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ ÌMürÉå WæûÇ| ÌlÉaÉqÉ lÉå
99.49 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ qÉ×irÉÑ SÉuÉÉ iÉjÉÉ 99.75 mÉËUmÉYuÉiÉÉ SÉuÉÉåÇ MüÉ
ÌlÉxiÉÉUhÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû|
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ cÉÉUÉåÇ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ
iÉjÉÉ eÉÏ0AÉD0xÉÏ0 lÉå pÉÏ oÉWÒûiÉ AcNûÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû|
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ xÉÉkÉÉUhÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå ÌmÉNûsÉå
uÉwÉï xÉå 12.14 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ uÉ×Ì® Måü xÉÉjÉ 47,717.55 MüUÉåÄQû
ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ xÉÎqqÉÍsÉiÉ xÉMüsÉ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ qÉÉMåïüOû
qÉåÇ AmÉlÉÉ lÉåiÉ×iuÉMüÉUÏ xjÉÉlÉ oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉÉ Wæû| S lrÉÔ CÎhQûrÉÉ
LvrÉÉåUåÇxÉ MüqmÉlÉÏ, rÉÑlÉÉCOåûQû CÎhQûrÉÉ iÉjÉÉ AÉåËUrÉhOûsÉ lÉå
mÉëpÉÉuÉvÉÉsÉÏ sÉÉpÉ mÉëÉmiÉ ÌMürÉå WæûÇ| ClÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå AmÉlÉå ÌlÉuÉåvÉ
qÉåÇ xÉliÉÉåwÉeÉlÉMü uÉ×Ì® MüÐ Wæû iÉjÉÉ ElÉMüÐ mÉËUxÉqmÉÍ¨ÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ
pÉÏ ENûÉsÉ AÉrÉÉ Wæû| lÉåvÉlÉsÉ CÇvrÉÉãÇUålxÉ iÉjÉÉ eÉÏ.AÉD.xÉÏ Måü
mÉËUhÉÉqÉ pÉÏ AcNåû AmÉåÍ¤ÉiÉ WæûÇ AÉæU CxÉ mÉëMüÉU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü
¤Éå§É MüÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ WûUåMü ÌSvÉÉ xÉå E¨ÉqÉ SeÉï ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû|
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CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÉå SØÌ¹aÉiÉ UZÉiÉå WÒûL ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ
Måü ÍsÉL ÌuÉ¨É uÉwÉï 2015-16 LMü oÉÉU ÌTüU MüÌPûlÉ UWûÉ Wæû,
LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. iÉjÉÉ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ xÉpÉÏ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ
MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå vÉÉlÉSÉU mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü rÉWû SÉuÉÉ
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 7.5 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüÐ SU xÉå oÉÄRûÏ
Wæû sÉåÌMülÉ rÉWû UÉåeÉaÉÉU MüÉ xÉ×eÉlÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûÏ Wæû|
SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü, ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ MüqÉÏ iÉjÉÉ AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü ÎxjÉUiÉÉ Måü
MüÉUhÉ oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÄQûÏ qÉÉ§ÉÉ qÉåÇ UÉåeÉaÉÉU xÉqÉÉmiÉ WÒûL WæûÇ| qÉÉlÉxÉÔlÉ
Måü sÉaÉÉiÉÉU SÕxÉUå uÉwÉï ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûlÉå Måü MüÉUhÉ xÉqmÉÔhÉï pÉÉUiÉuÉwÉï
Måü sÉaÉpÉaÉ 50 MüUÉåQû aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ ¤Éå§É Måü lÉÉaÉËUMü aÉÇpÉÏU xÉÔZÉå
LuÉÇ ApÉÉuÉÉåÇ Måü MüÉUhÉ AirÉÍkÉMü xÉÇMüOû MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüU UWåû
WæûÇ| mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉ xuÉÃmÉ bÉUåsÉÔ oÉcÉiÉ qÉåÇ ÎxjÉUiÉÉ
iÉÉå lÉWûÏÇ AÌmÉiÉÑ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû AÉrÉÏ Wæû ÎeÉxÉMüÉ AxÉU oÉÏqÉÉ xÉÌWûiÉ
xÉpÉÏ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU mÉÄQûÉ Wæû|
xÉUMüÉU lÉå oÉÏqÉÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ Måü mÉëxÉÉU Måü ÍsÉL pÉÏ oÉWÒûiÉ MüqÉ
MüÉrÉï ÌMürÉå WæûÇ| xÉUMüÉU rÉWû AcNûÏ iÉUWû eÉÉlÉiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü
pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ AÉeÉ pÉÏ eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ Måü EimÉÉS oÉåcÉlÉå WûÉåiÉå WæûÇ
(mÉÑvÉ mÉëÉåQûYOû WæûÇ), xuÉrÉÇ MüÉåD lÉWûÏÇ ZÉUÏSiÉÉ (mÉÑsÉ mÉëÉåQûYOû lÉWûÏÇ
WæûÇ)| LåxÉå EimÉÉS eÉÉåÌMü oÉÉeÉÉU qÉåÇ oÉåcÉlÉå WûÉåiÉå WæûÇ ElÉMåü ÍsÉL
AÉuÉvrÉMü Wæû ÌMü MüUÉåÇ qÉåÇ MÑüNû NÕûOû ÍqÉsÉå| L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L.
iÉjÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ MüÐ qÉÉÆaÉ MüUÉkÉÉlÉ MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉ LåxÉÏ oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÐ Wæû
ÎeÉxÉxÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ EimÉÉSÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ AÉMüwÉïMü oÉlÉå, CxÉxÉå
xÉWûqÉiÉ WûÉålÉå Måü oÉeÉÉL xÉUMüÉU lÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ Måü mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ MüÉå
AÉæU AÍkÉMü qÉÆWûaÉÉ oÉlÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ
mÉU xÉåuÉÉ MüU qÉåÇ uÉ×Ì® MüÐ aÉrÉÏ Wæû eÉoÉÌMü LMüsÉ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ
uÉÉÌwÉïMüÐ mÉU oÉWÒûiÉ qÉÉqÉÔsÉÏ MüqÉÏ MüÐ aÉrÉÏ Wæû| NûÉåOûÏ AuÉÍkÉ
MüÐ mÉÉÍsÉxÉÏ mÉU ´ÉÉåiÉ mÉU MüOûÉæiÉÏ Måü MüÉUhÉ sÉÉåaÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ
xÉå SÕU eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| oÉÄRûiÉÏ qÉÆWûaÉÉD MüÉå SåZÉiÉå WÒûL LMü eÉÏuÉlÉ
oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ Måü ÍsÉL AÉrÉMüU NÕûOû MüÐ xÉÏqÉÉ MüÉ AsÉaÉ
xÉå mÉëÉuÉkÉÉlÉ UZÉlÉå MüÐ eÉÉrÉeÉ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÉå PÒûMüUÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû|
ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ WûÏ, xÉUMüÉU Måü ClvrÉÉåUålxÉ mÉålÉÏOíåûvÉlÉ (oÉÏqÉÉ mÉëuÉåvÉ) MüÉå
oÉÄRûÉlÉå Måü E¬åvrÉ MüÉå xÉqÉÍjÉïiÉ MüUÉkÉÉlÉ Måü ÌlÉrÉqÉÉåÇ Måü ÌoÉlÉÉ
mÉÔhÉï lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû|
LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. iÉjÉÉ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ
MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü E¨ÉqÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS pÉÏ, ÍcÉÇiÉÉ Måü MÑüNû
ÌuÉwÉrÉ WæûÇ| rÉWû eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉÏqÉÉ Måü uÉærÉÌ£üMü urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ xÉå xÉqoÉÎlkÉiÉ
Wæû| CxÉMåü ÍsÉL AÉuÉvrÉMü Wæû ÌMü mÉëcÉÉU AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ Måü iÉUÏMåü
lÉrÉå WûÉåÇ, LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. Måü EimÉÉS ÌuÉMüÉxÉ iÉjÉÉ oÉÉeÉÉU Måü ¤Éå§É
qÉåÇ AÍpÉlÉuÉ ZÉÉåeÉ WûÉãÇ iÉÉÌMü qÉkrÉqÉ iÉjÉÉ EccÉ qÉkrÉqÉ AÉrÉ
uÉaÉï Måü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. Måü mÉëÌiÉ AÉMüwÉïhÉ oÉRåû| LsÉ.
AÉD.xÉÏ. mÉëÉUÎqpÉMü ÃmÉ xÉå ÌuÉMüÉxÉ uÉÉÌWûlÉÏ mÉU ÌlÉpÉïU UWûÏ
Wæû, AiÉÈ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ uÉÉÌWûlÉÏ MüÉå mÉëåËUiÉ MüUlÉå iÉjÉÉ ElÉMüÉ EixÉÉWû
oÉÄRûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌuÉvÉåwÉ mÉërÉÉxÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ iÉUWû
Måü mÉërÉÉxÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉëvÉÉxÉÌlÉMü MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ AmÉlÉÉ xÉWûrÉÉåaÉ Så xÉMüiÉå
WæûÇ AÉæU xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ mÉU AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ cÉsÉÉMüU LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. Måü mÉ¤É
qÉåÇ xÉ°ÉuÉlÉÉ EimÉ³É MüU xÉMüiÉå WæûÇ| mÉëvÉÉxÉÌlÉMü MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå
xÉåuÉÉ Måü lÉrÉå xiÉU xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ MüU mÉÉÍsÉxÉÏkÉÉUMüÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ MüÉå
oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉlÉå Måü mÉërÉÉxÉ MüUlÉå cÉÉÌWûrÉå| xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ
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AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ lÉrÉå ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ AmÉlÉÏ mÉMüÄQû
oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL iÉjÉÉ oÉÉeÉÉU qÉåÇ AmÉlÉÉ mÉëpÉÑiuÉ oÉlÉÉL UZÉlÉå Måü
ÍsÉL urÉÌ£ü MåüÎlSìiÉ oÉÏqÉÉ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ MüÐ AÉåU krÉÉlÉ SålÉå MüÐ
AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ Wæû|
AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå uÉwÉï ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ ÃmÉ xÉå cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏmÉÔhÉï WæûÇ| LTü.QûÏ.AÉD.
MüÐ xÉÏqÉÉ oÉÄRûlÉå xÉå ÌlÉeÉÏ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉ AÉæU oÉÄRåûaÉÏ|
WûqÉ ÌlÉeÉÏ ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ ÌuÉsÉrÉ, AÍkÉaÉëWûhÉ iÉjÉÉ LMüÐMüUhÉ Måü ²ÉUÉ
AÉæU pÉÏ xÉÑSØÄRûÏMüUhÉ SåZÉ mÉÉrÉåÇaÉå| xÉUMüÉU Måü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É
MüÐ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xOûÊMü qÉÉMåïüOû qÉåÇ xÉÔcÉÏoÉ®
MüUMåü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÌlÉhÉïrÉ xÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ
MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ AÎxjÉUiÉÉ MüÉ pÉrÉ EimÉ³É WûÉåaÉÉ iÉjÉÉ ElÉMåü xuÉrÉÇ
Måü oÉÏcÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ LMü AlÉÉuÉvrÉMü mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÉï WûÉåaÉÏ| rÉWû AlÉÑÍcÉiÉ
Wæû| rÉå xÉUMüÉU eÉÉåÌMü lÉrÉÏ ESÉUuÉÉSÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü
ÍxÉ®ÉliÉÉåÇ xÉå aÉPûoÉÎlkÉiÉ Wæû, LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÐ
ÌSvÉÉ qÉåÇ ÌTüU xÉå lÉrÉå mÉërÉÉxÉ MüUåaÉÏ| CxÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ AirÉliÉ
xÉiÉïMüiÉÉ iÉjÉÉ eÉÉaÉÃMü UWûlÉå MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû iÉÉÌMü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü

¤Éå§É Måü xÉuÉÉïÍkÉMü AcNåû xÉÇxjÉÉlÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ qÉåÇ AmÉlÉå AÉmÉ MüÉå
oÉÍsÉSÉlÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL iÉærÉÉU UZÉ xÉMåüÇ|
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü
LMüÐMüUhÉ MüÉ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ AÉaÉå AÉæU aÉÌiÉ mÉëÉmiÉ MüUåaÉÉ| eÉoÉ LMü
iÉUTü xÉUMüÉU ZÉÑsÉMüU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ oÉæÇMüÉåÇ Måü LMüÐMüUhÉ
MüÉå oÉÄRûÉuÉÉ Så UWûÏ Wæû iÉÉå LåxÉÉ MüÉåD MüÉUhÉ rÉÉ iÉMïü lÉWûÏÇ Wæû
ÌMü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ MüÉ LMüÐMüUhÉ
MüUlÉå xÉå qÉlÉÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉrÉå| rÉWû uÉwÉï LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. MüÉ WûÏUMü
eÉrÉliÉÏ uÉwÉï Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå xÉÉPû uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. lÉå UÉ·í
MüÉ ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ iÉjÉÉ AÉSU eÉÏiÉÉ Wæû| UÉ·í ÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ Måü AlÉÑ¢üqÉ qÉåÇ
CxÉlÉå AmÉlÉÉ ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| LåxÉÉ LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ Måü
eÉlÉoÉsÉ MüÐ ASqrÉ ÌlÉ¸É iÉjÉÉ uÉcÉlÉoÉ²iÉÉ xÉå xÉqpÉuÉ WÒûAÉ
Wæû| WûqÉ LMü oÉÉU ÌTüU AmÉlÉå AÉmÉMüÉå ClÉ E±ÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ Måü
ÍsÉL uÉcÉlÉoÉ® MüUåÇ AÉæU ClÉMüÉå AÉæU AÍkÉMü lÉD FÆcÉÉCÇrÉÉåÇ
iÉMü sÉå eÉÉLÇ rÉWûÏ uÉWû MüxÉÉæOûÏ Wæû ÎeÉxÉMüÉ E¨ÉUSÉÌrÉiuÉ sÉålÉå
MüÐ WûqÉåÇ iÉÑUliÉ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû|

THE VERDICT

T

he elections to the four State Assemblies
and a Union Territory were keenly watched
by the nation. There were expectations that
these elections will shape the future politics
of the country. The results of these elections
were on the predictable line. TMC led by
Mamata Bannerjee emerged victorious in West
Bengal increasing its tally of seats. Tamil Nadu
returned AIADMK led by Jayalalitha once again
though with somewhat reduced margin. LDF
secured a massive win in Kerala defeating the
Congress led UDF. Assam voted to power the
alliance led by BJP giving a severe drubbing to
the Congress. The Congress alliance secured
a simple majority in the Union territory of
Puducherry.
While it would require some time and
availability of data to comprehensively
analyse these results, what becomes clear
is that the Congress space is shrinking and
the BJP through its political mobilization of
communalism is making serious efforts to
establish a pan India presence. The Congress
is rejected by the people due to the massive
level of corruption and mis-governance. The
party is left with no ideology as can be seen
from its leaders, MLAs switching over their
loyalties to BJP in Assam and Uttarkhand. The
BJP is beneﬁtted in Assam both by the shift of
loyalties by the former congressmen as also
its aggressive communal campaign. The big
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scale of corruption by Tarun Gogoi government
helped the BJP in no small measure.
Though it is clear that money played a very
big role in Tamil Nadu elections, we cannot
undermine some measures of the AIADMK
like Amma Canteen etc that helped the
poorer sections of the population. The people
of Tamil Nadu also sent a clear signal that a
strong opposition is necessary by electing
substantial numbers of MLAs belonging to the
main opposition party DMK. The Third Front
could not enthuse the voters and it performed
miserably. The BJP failed to open its account
in Tamil Nadu Assembly.
In West Bengal, TMC deﬁed all odds and
returned to power with increased strength.
The electoral understanding between the Left
and the Congress failed to give conﬁdence to
the people that it is a viable alternative. While
the Congress slightly improved its strength,
the Left miserably failed. It is very clear that
the Congress failed to transfer its votes in
favour of the Left. The BJP which was hoping
for a repeat performance of 2014 General
Elections could win only 3 seats.
The LDF crushed the Congress led UDF
and secured 91 seats out of 140. This is an
unprecedented performance. The LDF not only
had to ﬁght the UDF but also the divisive politics
of BJP. The efforts of the BJP at communal
polarization and the blatant communal appeal
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by Prime Minister, BJP President and a number
of Central Ministers could not succeed and the
BJP ended up only with one seat.
The elections results points towards a
very challenging times for the working class.
Indian politics is no longer bi-polar. It truly is
multi-polar. These elections have seen further
strengthening of the regional parties. Today
regional parties which are not in alliance with
Congress or BJP are running 11 States with
41% of the Indian population. The Left which
was written off has staged a come back with

a splendid victory in Kerala. But it must be
admitted that the success of the struggles of
the working class which invariably is helped by
Left is not converted into electoral beneﬁt. Left
is a movement that is in favour of all decent
things – freedom, justice, peace, unity and
communal harmony. This message has to be
spread by the working class to win the support
of all toiling and progressive sections of the
Indian society in favour of the Left. This is the
greatest challenge of our times.

cÉÉU UÉerÉÉåÇ iÉjÉÉ LMü MåülSìvÉÉÍxÉiÉ mÉëSåvÉ MüÐ UÉerÉ ÌuÉkÉÉlÉxÉpÉÉAÉåÇ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ MüÉå SåvÉ CxÉ EqqÉÏSÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÌMü rÉå
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ SåvÉ Måü pÉÌuÉwrÉ MüÐ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ MüÉå ÌSvÉÉ ÌlÉkÉÉïËUiÉ MüUlÉå
uÉÉsÉå WûÉåÇaÉå, oÉWÒûiÉ aÉÉæU xÉå SåZÉ UWûÉ jÉÉ| ClÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ Måü lÉiÉÏeÉå
pÉÏ EqqÉÏS Måü qÉÑiÉÉÌoÉMü WûÏ AÉrÉå WæûÇ| mÉÍ¶ÉqÉ oÉÇaÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ qÉqÉiÉÉ
oÉlÉeÉÏï Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ qÉåÇ OûÏLqÉxÉÏ AmÉlÉÏ xÉÏOûÉåÇ MüÐ iÉÉÍsÉMüÉ MüÉå
oÉÄRûÉiÉå WÒûL ÌuÉeÉrÉÏ oÉlÉ MüU EpÉUÏ Wæû| iÉÍqÉsÉlÉÉQÒû lÉå eÉrÉsÉÍsÉiÉÉ Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ qÉåÇ L.AÉD.L.QûÏ.LqÉ.Måü. MüÉå MÑüNû WûS iÉMü
MüqÉ AliÉU Måü xÉÉjÉ LMü oÉÉU ÌTüU uÉÉmÉxÉ pÉåeÉÉ Wæû| MåüUsÉ qÉåÇ
LsÉQûÏLTü lÉå MüÉÇaÉëãxÉ Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ uÉÉsÉÏ rÉÔQûÏLTü MüÉå WûUÉMüU
LMü oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU eÉÏiÉ xÉÑUÍ¤ÉiÉ MüÐ Wæû| AÉxÉÉqÉ qÉåÇ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ
MüÉ aÉPûoÉlkÉlÉ MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ MüÉå aÉÇpÉÏU ÍvÉMüxiÉ SåiÉå WÒûL xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉÇ?
AÉrÉÉ Wæû| MåülSì vÉÉÍxÉiÉ mÉëSåvÉ mÉÑQÒûcÉåUÏ qÉåÇ MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ lÉå xÉÉkÉÉUhÉ
oÉWÒûqÉiÉ WûÉÍxÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû|
ApÉÏ ClÉ lÉiÉÏeÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉxiÉ×iÉ ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉqÉrÉ
AÉæU AÉÆMüÄQûÉåÇ MüÐ EmÉsÉokÉiÉÉ MüÐ AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ WûÉåaÉÏ ÌMüliÉÑ
rÉWû iÉÉå xmÉ¹ WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû ÌMü MüÉÇaÉëãxÉ Måü ÍsÉL xjÉÉlÉ ÍxÉMÑüÄQûiÉÉ
eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû AÉåU oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMüiÉÉ Måü ²ÉUÉ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü
sÉÉqÉoÉÇSÏ MüUiÉå WÒûL xÉqmÉÔhÉï pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ AmÉlÉÏ EmÉÎxjÉÌiÉ SeÉï
MüUÉlÉå Måü AjÉMü mÉërÉÉxÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| oÉÄQåû xiÉU Måü pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU
iÉjÉÉ MÑüvÉÉxÉlÉ MüÐ uÉeÉWû xÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ MüÉå PÒûMüUÉ ÌSrÉÉ
Wæû| mÉÉOûÏï MüÐ MüÉåD ÌuÉcÉÉUkÉÉUÉ lÉWûÏÇ UWû aÉrÉÏ Wæû, ExÉMåü lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ
xÉå rÉWû mÉëSÍvÉïiÉ WûÉåiÉÉ WûÏ Wæû ÌMü ExÉMåü ÌuÉkÉÉrÉMü AmÉlÉÏ ÌlÉ¸É
oÉSsÉ MüU AÉxÉÉqÉ AÉæU E¨ÉUÉZÉÇQû qÉãÇ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ MüÐ iÉUTü WûÉå aÉrÉå
WæûÇ| oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ MüÉå AÉxÉÉqÉ qÉåÇ mÉÔuÉï MüÉÇaÉëåÍxÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌlÉ¸É mÉËUuÉiÉïlÉ
iÉjÉÉ xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ, SÉålÉÉåÇ xÉå WûÏ TüÉrÉSÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû|
iÉÃhÉ aÉÉåaÉÉåD xÉUMüÉU MüÉ oÉÄQåû xiÉU mÉU pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU xÉå oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ
MüÉå WÒûAÉ TüÉrÉSÉ MüÉåD MüqÉ NûÉåOûÉ MüÉUhÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü
mÉÑQÒûcÉåUÏ MüÉÇaÉëãxÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÉÇiuÉlÉÉ MüÉUMü Wæû|
rÉ±ÌmÉ rÉWû xmÉ¹ Wæû ÌMü iÉÍqÉsÉlÉÉQÒû Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉæxÉÉæÇ
MüÉ LMü oÉÄQûÉ ZÉåsÉ UWûÉ Wæû ÌTüU pÉÏ WûqÉ L.AÉD.L.QûÏ.LqÉ.Måü.
MüÐ "AqqÉÉ MæüÇOûÏlÉ" eÉæxÉå EmÉÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå aÉUÏoÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå WÒûL
TüÉrÉSÉåÇ MüÉå MüqÉiÉU lÉWûÏÇ qÉÉlÉ xÉMüiÉå| iÉÍqÉsÉlÉÉQÒû MüÐ eÉlÉiÉÉ
lÉå qÉÑZrÉ ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ mÉÉOûÏï QûÏLqÉMåü Måü ÌuÉkÉÉrÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ LMü AcNûÏ
ZÉÉxÉÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ MüÉå cÉÑlÉMüU rÉWû LMü xmÉ¹ xÉÇMåüiÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü
qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ ÌuÉmÉ¤É MüÉ WûÉålÉÉ pÉÏ AÉuÉvrÉMü WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû| iÉÏxÉUÉ qÉÉåcÉÉï
qÉiÉSÉiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå EixÉÉÌWûiÉ lÉ MüU xÉMüÉ AÉæU ExÉlÉå oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÑUÉ

mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ| iÉÍqÉsÉlÉÉQÒû qÉåÇ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ AmÉlÉÉ ZÉÉiÉÉ ZÉÉåsÉlÉå qÉåÇ
xÉTüsÉ lÉWûÏÇ WÒûD| mÉÍ¶ÉqÉ oÉÇaÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ OûÏLqÉxÉÏ xÉqÉxiÉ oÉÉkÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå
mÉÉU MüUMåü, AÉæU AÍkÉMü vÉÌ£ü Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉåÇ uÉÉmÉxÉ AÉrÉÏ
Wæû| sÉånOû AÉåU MüÉÇaÉëãxÉ MüÐ oÉÏcÉ oÉlÉÏ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÏ xÉqÉfÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ
MüÉå rÉWû xÉqÉfÉÉlÉå qÉåÇ AxÉTüsÉ UWûÏ ÌMü rÉWû LMü urÉuÉWûÉËUMü
ÌuÉMüsmÉ Wæû| eÉWûÉÆ MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ lÉå AmÉlÉÏ iÉÉMüiÉ qÉåÇ MÑüNû xÉÑkÉÉU
ÌMürÉÉ Wæû, sÉånOû oÉÑUÏ iÉUWû AxÉTüsÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| rÉWû oÉWÒûiÉ xmÉ¹
Wæû ÌMü MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ AmÉlÉå uÉÉåOû sÉånOû Måü mÉ¤É qÉåÇ WûxiÉÉÇËUiÉ MüUÉlÉå
qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûÉ| mÉÍ¶ÉiÉ oÉÇaÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ eÉÉåÌMü 2014 Måü
AÉqÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉå SÉåWûUÉlÉå MüÐ AÉvÉÉ UZÉiÉÏ jÉÏ
ÍxÉTïü iÉÏlÉ xÉÏOû eÉÏiÉ xÉMüÐ|
LsÉQûÏLTü lÉå MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ uÉÉsÉÏ rÉÔQûÏLTü MüÉå oÉÑUÏ
iÉUWû xÉå mÉUÉxiÉ ÌMürÉÉ AÉæU 140 qÉåÇ xÉå 91 xÉÏOû eÉÏiÉÏÇ| rÉWû
LMü ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï mÉëSvÉïlÉ Wæû| LsÉQûÏLTü MüÉå lÉ MåüuÉsÉ rÉÔQûÏLTü
xÉå oÉÎsMü xÉÉjÉ WûÏ xÉÉjÉ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ MüÐ ÌuÉbÉOûlÉMüÉUÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ
xÉå pÉÏ sÉÄQûlÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ| oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ Måü xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü kÉëÑuÉÏMüUhÉ Måü
mÉërÉÉxÉ AÉæU mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ, oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ Måü AkrÉ¤É iÉjÉÉ MüD MåülSìÏrÉ
qÉÇÌ§ÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ ZÉÑssÉqÉ-ZÉÑssÉÉ xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü AmÉÏsÉ pÉÏ xÉTüsÉ
lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå xÉMüÐ AÉæU CxÉ mÉÉOûÏï MüÉå AÇiÉ qÉãÇ ÍxÉTïü LMü WûÏ
xÉÏOû ÍqÉsÉÏ|
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ mÉËUhÉÉqÉ ´ÉÍqÉMü uÉaÉï Måü ÍsÉL cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏmÉÔhÉï xÉqÉrÉ
MüÐ AÉåU CÇÌaÉiÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ AoÉ AÉæU AÍkÉMü
xÉqÉrÉ iÉMü SÉå kÉÑ?UuÉÏrÉ lÉWûÏÇ UWåûaÉÏ| AoÉ rÉWû oÉWÒûkÉëuÉÏrÉ WûÉå
aÉrÉÏ Wæû| rÉWû cÉÑlÉÉuÉ ¤Éå§ÉÏrÉ mÉÉOûÏïrÉÉåÇ MüÉå AÉæU AÍkÉMü qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ
WûÉåiÉå WÒûL SåZÉ UWåû WæûÇ| AÉeÉ LåxÉå ¤Éå§ÉÏrÉ SsÉ eÉÉå lÉ iÉÉå MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ
AÉæU lÉ WûÏ oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ aÉPûoÉlkÉlÉ qÉåÇ WæûÇ 41 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ
pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ 11 UÉerÉÉåÇ MüÉå cÉsÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| sÉånOû
eÉÉå ÌMü WûÉÍvÉrÉå mÉU qÉÉlÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ jÉÉ, MåüUsÉ qÉåÇ vÉÉlÉSÉU eÉÏiÉ
Måü xÉÉjÉ uÉÉmÉxÉÏ MüÐ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÉ mÉÄQåûaÉÉ ÌMü qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ
uÉaÉï Måü xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ MüÐ xÉTüsÉiÉÉ qÉåÇ sÉånOû ÎeÉxÉ iÉUWû xÉå xÉSæuÉ
xÉWûÉrÉMü UWûÏ Wæû, ExÉMüÉ TüÉrÉSÉ sÉånOû MüÉå cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ
ÍqÉsÉÉ Wæû| sÉånOû LMü AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ Wæû eÉÉå xÉpÉÏ xÉprÉ cÉÏeÉÉåÇ Måü
mÉ¤É qÉåÇ Wæû- xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ, lrÉÉrÉ, vÉÉÇÌiÉ, LMüiÉÉ AÉæU xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü
xÉ°ÉuÉ| xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü ´ÉÍqÉMü uÉaÉï MüÉå rÉWû xÉÇSåvÉ sÉånOû Måü mÉ¤É
qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ iÉjÉÉ mÉëaÉÌiÉvÉÏsÉ uÉaÉÉåïÇ MüÉ
xÉqÉjÉïlÉ WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL TæüsÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| rÉWû WûqÉÉUå
xÉqÉrÉ MüÐ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ Wæû|

TæüxÉsÉÉ
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HOUSING LOAN IN LIC SUBSTANTIALLY ENHANCED

T

he AIIEA had been representing for the increase in housing loan taking into consideration the
cost of acquiring a house. The AIIEA discussed this issue with the Chairman, MD and other
ofﬁcials of LIC. We are happy that LIC has issued a circular on 26.4.2016 substantially increasing
the quantum of both cadre and extended loan. The circular of LIC is reproduced herein below for
information.
Reference is invited to Circular Ref:CO/
HPF/735 dated 04.03.2010 regarding revision
in thehousing loan schemes for employees (i.e.
IEH, IEH (F) & ECH) and transfer of housing
loan portfolio to LICHFL. The Board, in its 569th
meeting held on 11.01.2016 has approved the
revision in the housing loan scheme as under
and accordingly amendment to clauses (3), (5)
&(6) of the above said circular have been made
as given below:(3) Quantum of Loan : The revised Quantum of
loan will be as given below :
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The Existing outstanding Extended Cadre
Loans as on 31.03.2016 shall be converted into
Cadre Loan as per the Revised Quantum of Cadre
Loan shown in the table above w.e.f. 01.04.2016.
Accordingly, O.S. Dept. of concerned ofﬁces (CO
/ ZO / DO) should rework the subsidy on such
conversion and allow credit of such subsidy to
employees from the salary for the month of April,
2016 onwards. The concerned O.S.Dept. should
also inform employees about the quantum of
loan converted (Cadre Loan & Extended Cadre
Loan) accordingly. IT/SDC, C.O. should arrange
to make modiﬁcations in existing eFeap CFL
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Module accordingly to facilitate credit of subsidy
from April, 2016 onwards after conversion at
rates stated in the table above.
Any loan taken by employees on Market
rate over and above the Existing Extended
Cadre Loan limits stated in the above table will
attract subsidy from the date of conversion
and not from 01.04.2016.
(5) Rate of Interest:
(a) New Loans:
(i) The rate of interest on ’Cadre Loan’
will be 5% for the employees.
(ii) The rate of interest for ‘Extended
Cadre Loan’ will be 8.5% for the
employees.
(b) Existing Loans:
(i) The rate of interest on ‘Cadre
Loan’ will continue to be 5% for the
employees.
(ii) The rate of interest for ‘Extended
Cadre Loan’ will be 8.5% from
1.4.2016 onwards.
(c) The difference between rate of interest
charged by LlCHFL and rate applicable
to the employees will be given as subsidy

by the Corporation to the employees.
(d) Rate of interest to be charged from
employees may be reviewed by the
Chairman as and when required.
(e) Immediately on the exit of the employee
from the service of LIC of India by way
of retirement, resignation, termination,
dismissal, removal, discharge, etc., the
beneﬁts of subsidized rates shall cease
and then prevailing lending rate of
interest of LICHFL shall be applicable
on such loan.
(f) The subsidy will be available till the
time employee is in the employment
of the Corporation.
(6) Takeover of Loan :
On a written request from the employees at
any point of time, LICHFL shall take over the
existing outstanding loan, if any, availed by
the employees either from LICHFL or any other
ﬁnancial institution according to the revised
eligibility of ‘Cadre Loan’ and ‘Extended Cadre
Loan’, subject to prevailing credit appraisal norms
of LICHFL.
Other clauses given in Circular Ref:CO/
HPF/735 dated 04.03.2010 remain unaltered.

AIIEA PROTECTS THE INTERESTS OF EX-SERVICEMEN

T

he New India Assurance Company
unjustly reopened the ﬁxation of
exservicemen who joined the services of the
company between 1.8.2012 and the date
of notiﬁcation of wages. This reopening of
the ﬁxation consequent to the wage revision
resulted in huge loss to the ex-servicemen
employees.
The AIIEA made a number of
representations to correct the wrong
interpretation of the rules.
The company stuck to its interpretation.
The AIIEA, therefore had to take up the
issue with GIPSA as well as the CMD of New
India. In a meeting with Shri Srinivasan,
CMD held at Mumbai on 9.05.2016, the
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AIIEA explained the issue and said that
the interpretation of rules is wrong by the
company and the issue has to be corrected.
It was pointed out that LIC and the other
three companies have speciﬁcally instructed
not to reopen the ﬁxation.
The delegation of AIIEA, thereafter, held
meeting with the other ofﬁcials. Finally
the efforts fructiﬁed and New India agreed
that its interpretation of rules was wrong.
The company has since issued circular
instructing the ofﬁces not to reopen the
ﬁxation. This has brought greatly relief
to a large number of ex-servicemen
employees.
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Method Madness
in the

Shreekant Mishra

S

hakespeare says in Hamlet (Act 2, Scene
2), “Though this be madness, yet there is
a method in it”. There seems to be a method
in the madness of the NDA government at
the centre. BJP Member of Parliament Anurag
Thakur was furious in the Lok Sabha over
the fact that Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar
Azad, Surya Sen and others who laid down
their lives for India’s freedom, were termed
as ‘revolutionary terrorists’ in the book ‘India’s
Struggle for Independence’ written by Prof.
Bipan Chandra, Prof. Mridula Mukherjee, Prof.
Aditya Mukherjee, Prof. K.N.Panikkar and Prof.
Sucheta Mahajan.
It may be noted here that while all of these
historians are recognized for their outstanding
contributions to various facets of the history
of modern India, Bipan Chandra is regarded
as an authority on the subject. Bipan Chandra
wrote the introduction and 22 of the book’s 39
chapters. The book is regarded as one of the
ﬁnest textbooks on the history of the Indian
national movement and has been prescribed
in universities across India for over 25 years.
The book was also part of the history syllabus
of Delhi University.

Following Anurag Thakur, Human Resource
Development Minister Smriti Irani thundered
that those who lost their lives during the
freedom struggle would not be allowed to be
demeaned by being branded as ‘terrorists’.
She declared that Prof. Bipan Chandra’s book
commits “academic murder” of the martyrs.
Delhi University decided to stop the sale and
distribution of the Hindi translation of the book
with immediate effect. RSS ideologue Dinanath
Batra (who claims himself to be a top class
historian, much like Gajendra Chouhan claims
to be a top class actor) demanded immediate
destruction of the English copies of the book.
In a classic display of feigned patriotism,
criminal cases have been ﬁled against the
authors!
To anyone even with a minimal sense of
history, this is nothing but an act of absolute
madness.
But this madness is not without a reason.
There is a method to it. Basically there are
two reasons. First, the BJP-RSS combine has
a very poor sense of history. This is because
India’s rightwing has failed to produce an
intellectual of global stature till now. There are

Bhagat Singh had said few days before his hanging“the real revolutionary armies are in the villages and factories”.
What an irony that the demand to ban Prof. Bipan Chandra’s
book for describing Bhagat Singh and his comrades as
‘revolutionary terrorists’ has come from a political outﬁt whose
ideology is not only far from anti-colonial, but which is handin-glove with imperial powers to ruin the lives and livelihood
of those very sections who live in the villages and work in
the factories! It is the bounden duty of the workers and
peasants now to save the legacy of Bhagat Singh from
being appropriated by the Sangh Parivar.
Image Courtesy:From the cartoon by Gokul, Deccan Chronicle
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a whole lot of thinkers on issues like divinity
and spirituality. But no such authority on
political philosophy and liberal governance.
As pointed out by noted columnist Sagarika
Ghose, “Where is the bharatiya John Locke or
Thomas Paine? Where is the bharatiya Magna
Carta?” She then proceeds to explain that this
is because of the very nature of organisations
like the Rashtriya Swayam Shevak Sangh
(RSS) which rarely encourage original thinking
or fresh ideas.
Second, and more important, the BJP-RSS
combine is now busy not only in rewriting
Indian history but also in appropriating modern
nationalist leaders. They are now desperately
trying to borrow and adopt political icons
who do not have any historical connection
with their politics or ideology. Mahatma
Gandhi, Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
and Subhash Chandra Bose are some of the
leaders they have tried to appropriate and
present as their own. Now it is the turn of
Bhagat Singh.
It is a fact that the freedom movement
led by the Indian National Congress had
many strands. The communists, socialists and
conservatives were all part of it, but not the
RSS. The fact is that the RSS virtually played
no role in it. Thus, it is with the sole purpose
of covering up their absence from the freedom
struggle that they are now making desperate
attempts to appropriate the national heroes.
It is to be noted that the above two reasons
or methods are not mutually exclusive, rather
these are mutually reinforcing. To be precise,
it is because of their intellectual dishonesty
that the BJP/RSS are making a clumsy attempt
to appropriate the heroes of the freedom
movement and prove their own participation
in the national movement. And in this attempt
at gaining legitimacy as true inheritors of the
values associated with the freedom movement,
they have no hesitation in discrediting an
outstanding scholar of international repute like
Prof. Bipan Chandra.
How on earth a historian like Prof. Bipan
Chandra can use demeaning words for Bhagat
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Singh? A cursory reading of the book “India’s
struggle for Independence”, especially the
chapter dealing with the ‘Revolutionary
terrorists’ would make it amply clear that Prof.
Bipan Chandra regarded Bhagat Singh with
highest esteem. It is worth noting that it was
Prof. Bipan Chandra who took great pains in the
1970s to retrieve Bhagat Singh’s now famous
article “Why I am an Atheist”, published it as
a pamphlet at his own cost and organized its
distribution in the streets and corners of Delhi
by his students and colleagues.
The word ‘terrorist’ has never been used
in isolation in that book; it is always used
with the adjective ‘revolutionary’, that is,
‘revolutionary terrorist’. This expression did
not have a negative connotation during the
freedom movement because terror was used
against the exploiter or the oppressor, unlike
the terror which is used against innocent
people today. Terrorism in the days of the
freedom struggle meant killing of some
oppressive or cruel British ofﬁcer as an act
of support to the national movement for
independence. But terrorism today signiﬁes
killing innocent people on a large scale with a
view to spreading fear in the society. So there
is nothing disparaging or demeaning about the
expression ‘Revolutionary Terrorists’.
Moreover, words reﬂect our social and
intellectual attitude. Every word or phrase is
used in a speciﬁc context. Naturally therefore,
with the change in context, meaning of
words also change. Since the word ‘terrorist’
evokes a negative meaning today, it is
wrong to assume that it had always been so.
Terrorist activity- from the point of view of
the freedom ﬁghters, from the perspective of
a people groaning under colonial rule, from
the point of view of a people long subjected
to imperialistic exploitation- was synonymous
with acts of courage, sacriﬁce and love for the
motherland.
Eminent historian Prof. Romila Thapar
gives an interesting example of this change
in context by citing the events of 1857. Some
historians viewed it as nothing more than
a mutiny of some disgruntled soldiers and

9

Insurance Worker

As any ordinary student of Indian history
should know (but not the self- proclaimed
patriots of today), the revolutionaries
themselves used the word ‘terrorist’ to
describe their activities. Bhagat Singh
and his comrades like Ramprasad Bismil,
Sachindranath Sanyal, Bhagwati Charan
Vohra, Ashfaqulla Khan, Roshan Singh, Bejoy
Kumar Sinha, Shiv Verma, Chandrasekhar
Azad, Sukhdev etc. were all members of two
organisations at different points of time: the
Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) and
the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association
(HSRA).
The manifesto of the HRA titled “The
Revolutionary” stated: “….it is only by
resorting to terrorism alone that they can
ﬁnd a most effective means of retaliation.
The British government exists, because the
Britishers have been successful in terrorizing
the whole of India. How are we to meet this
ofﬁcial terrorism? Only counter terrorism on
the part of the revolutionaries can checkmate
effectively this bureaucratic bullying.”
Similarly, the HSRA’s document titled
“The Philosophy of the Bomb” had this to
say: “Terrorism…is a phase, a necessary, an
inevitable phase of the revolution. Terrorism is
not the complete revolution and the revolution
is not complete without terrorism….Terrorism
instills fear in the hearts of the oppressors, it
brings hopes of revenge and redemption to
the oppressed masses, it gives courage and
self-conﬁdence to the wavering, it shatters the
spell of the superiority of the ruling class and
raises the status of the subject race in the eyes
of the world, because it is the most convincing
proof of a nation’s hunger for freedom. Here
in India, as in other countries in the past,
terrorism will develop into the revolution
and the revolution into independence, social
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political and economic.” It is evident, thus,
that there was nothing pejorative about the
tag ‘terrorist’; rather the revolutionaries
themselves were proud of this tag.
It is to be understood that Bhagat Singh
and the other revolutionaries did not believe in
terrorist activities for the heck of it. They were
disillusioned with the paciﬁst policies of the
Indian National Congress. Gandhi’s unilateral
suspension of the non-cooperation movement
infuriated them. They were greatly inspired by
the Ghadar movement, the Russian Revolution
of October 1917 and the upsurge of working
class trade unionism after the First World War.
They believed that the revolutionary potential
of the new classes could be harnessed for the
nationalist revolution; the only thing that was
required was to instill courage among the youth
and the people in general by taking recourse to
some individual heroic action such as killing a
brutal ofﬁcer or throwing a harmless bomb in
the Central Assembly. The primary idea behind
their resorting to terrorist activities was to
instill a patriotic fervor among the masses and
enable them to challenge the might of British
Empire. Bhagat Singh had in fact given up his
belief in terrorism and individual heroic action
much before his arrest in 1929 and turned to
Marxism. He had a ﬁrm conviction that popular
contd on Page14

Cartoon courtesy: Ninan, Times of India

labelled it as ‘sepoy mutiny’. At the other
extreme, some historians called it ‘the ﬁrst
war of independence’. Later on, some called
it ‘the revolt of 1857’. It would be absolutely
wrong now to accuse those who called it ‘sepoy
mutiny’ of being anti national and brand them
as traitors.
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THE HORROR
OF HONOUR KILLINGS
K.DAVID

F

or the ﬁrst time, India had sponsored the
observance of the 125th birth anniversary
of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar at the United
Nations. There was an international Seminar
at the U.N. headquarters on “Combating
Inequalities to Achieve Sustained Development
Goals” (SDGs). On the other hand, a recent
report on caste-based discrimination by
Ms.Rita Izsak-Ndiaye of Hungary, Special
Rapporteur, U.N.Human Rights Commission,
cited India’s National Crime Records Bureau
data to highlight that there were increasing
atrocities against Scheduled Castes – an
increase in reported crimes of 19 per cent
in 2014, compared to the previous year.
The report stated that despite legislative
prohibition of manual scavenging, the state
has institutionalized the practice with “local
governments and municipalities employing
manual scavengers”.
Earlier, during the 2001 World Conference
against Racism in Durban, when there was a
major effort by Indian NGOs to include casteism
on the agenda, the Indian government had
vehemently opposed it.
To “Redeem our Pledge”
Even 68 years after independence,
Dalits and Adivasis continue to face mindboggling social discrimination and spinechilling atrocities across the country. One
in four Indians admits to practicing caste
untouchability in some form in their homes
– this shocking fact has been revealed by
a mega pan-India survey conducted by the
National Council of Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) and University of Maryland, U.S.
Indians belonging to virtually every religious
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Assault on and murder of
inter-caste couples had
become the order of the day.
Honour killing is the biggest
challenge posed to the
civilised society.
Supreme Court has described
these crimes “barbaric, brutal,
committed by bigoted persons
with feudal minds”.
While the BJP is trying to
appropriate Dr.Ambedkar’s
legacy, the Modi Govt maintains
a deafening silence on
honour killings of Dalits.
and caste group, including Muslims, Christians,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, admit
to practicing untouchability, shows the India
Human Development Survey (IHDS-II) of
2011-12.
Mere tokenism and lip service will not
do. India needs to jettison the centuries-old
dehumanizing package of caste stigma once
and for all. Dr. Ambedkar had shown the
way: “Turn in any direction you like, caste
is the monster that crosses your path. You
cannot have political reform, you cannot have
economic reform, unless you kill this monster”.
Now, social and cultural transformation with
an economic alternative is critical. Our tryst
with destiny can go on and on. But, let us grab
this moment of truth. So that we can “redeem
our pledge”, which has remained unredeemed
for more than 68 years, to make conditions
for the last men and women representing the
Adivasis and Dalits, the marginalized and poor
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people of India to give unto themselves what
is truly theirs. That is the challenge before the
people of India.
Demand for Separate Law Unheeded
For the ﬁrst time there was a discussion
in the Rajya Sabha, initiated by the Left, on
the issue of honour crimes. In July 2009, in a
calling attention motion, members across party
lines spoke on the issue of honour crimes and
supported the demand for a separate law.
In August 2010, the legal cell of the
All India Democratic Women’s Association
(AIDWA) headed by Kirti Singh, in consultation
with many women’s organisations and
individuals, drafted a comprehensive law
entitled “The Prevention of Crimes in the Name
of Honour and Tradition Bill” and gave it to
the government. Based on the experiences of
women’s organisations actually dealing with
the issues, the Bill covered all aspects.
The All India Youth Federation (AIYF) , the
youth wing of the Communist Party of India,
has demanded a separate Act to prevent
honour killings in Tamil Nadu. R. Thirumalai,
All India General Secretary, AIYF, said that
81 honour killings took place in the State in
the last three years. Assault on and murder of
inter-caste couples had become the order of the
day. Honour killing was the biggest challenge
posed to the civilised society. To prevent the
barbaric act, the government should enact a
separate law and provide adequate protection
to inter-caste couples, he stressed.
Dr. Ambedkar had resigned as Law Minister
in protest against the dilution of women’s
rights in the Hindu Code Bill. In his 125th
birth anniversary year, the tragedy is that the
actions of successors to his post mock at his
legacy.
Rampant Casteism in Tamil Nadu
The question the tea master asks anyone
who orders tea at his shop outside Somanpatti
near Vazhapadi in Tamil Nadu is whether you
will have your tea in a plastic cup or the regular
glass, in view of the prevailing “two-tumbler
system” in the area. The upper caste people
prefer the plastic cup. In nearby Gandhi Nagar,
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Dalits allege that they are pulled up if they
wear slippers and enter the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) areas, an issue the Tamil Nadu
Untouchability Eradication Front (TNUEF) has
been trying to solve. Last year, an upper caste
mob damaged the house properties in an SC
colony after a Dalit boy eloped with an upper
caste girl. Across Salem and Namakkal Districts
in Tamil Nadu, the issue of “honour” and intercaste marriages dominate discussions in social
gatherings. While Dalits in these areas seek a
law to protect inter-caste couples, OBC men
want one to stop such weddings.
Since 2012, when riots broke out in
Dharmapuri District of Tamil Nadu, smaller
OBC organizations who blatantly drum up
caste emotions have been campaigning
against parents providing cell phones to their
young daughters. A mobile recharge shop
owner alleged that the boys manipulate girls
through text messages and by sending obscene
content, quoting several instances of couples
using mobile phones to plan elopement.
Data from the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) for 2014 show that in Tamil
Nadu, the number of cases of murder of S.Cs
where the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act was applied stood at 43, with 72 victims,
while there were ﬁve victims in cases where
the Act was not applied. This was a steep rise
from 28 cases in 2013.
The eyes of the nation are once again on
Tamil Nadu after the shocking attack on a
couple in broad daylight that killed Shankar,
a Dalit, and grievously injured his wife,
Kausalya, who belongs to an upper caste. The
brazen murder of Shankar, who was hacked
to death on a busy street in Udumalpet in
broad daylight by caste Hindus, has brought
into focus the appalling trend of “honour
killings” and the lack of systemic protection
for members of Scheduled Castes. Shankar
may not have been a conscious reformer, but
he and numerous others challenged social
tyranny and in doing so lost their lives. Honour
crimes have been described by the Supreme
Court as “barbaric, brutal, committed by
bigoted persons with feudal minds”.
JUNE 2016
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had said in the context
of a discussion on inter-caste marriages:
“Political tyranny is nothing compared to social
tyranny and a reformer, who deﬁes society, is
a much more courageous man than a politician
who deﬁes government.”
It is well known that during the freedom
struggle untouchables demanded separate
electorates. Such a demand was described
as anti-national in spirit. Dr. Ambedkar
rejected the description by stating that
separate electorates for Muslims, Sikhs and
Christians did not make them anti-nationals.
Then he insightfully commented, “Obviously,
nationalism and anti-nationalism have nothing
to do with the electoral system. They are the
results of the extra-electoral forces.” In 21st
century India, it is the extra-electoral forces
represented by the RSS and other extremist
forces that have ‘dedicated experts’ on history,
culture and sociology trying to deﬁne nation
and nationhood.
The Importance of Social Justice
Dr.Ambedkar stressed on justice, not only
political and economic but also social justice.
According to him, the key components of social
justice are liberty, equality and fraternity.
Dr. Ambedkar said, “The system of rank and
gradation is simply another way of enunciating
the principle of inequality, so it may be truly
said that Hinduism doesn’t recognise equality.”
Dr.Ambedkar, being a compassionate rebel,
found Buddhism closer to his understanding
of social justice. An economist too, the quest
for social justice led him to become a social
democrat and study Karl Marx’s ideology. He
compared the Buddha and Marx and said,

“The ideology of Buddha and Karl Marx and
a comparison between them just forces itself
on me.”
He strongly felt that a society based on
liberty, equality and fraternity should be the
only alternative to a caste society, and that
is why he attached greater importance to the
principle of “one man, one vote; one man,
one value”.
Today, on his 125th birth anniversary, we
have to evaluate Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy by
asking whether a social revolution has at all
come about through constitutional means. Has
our national life over the past sixty-six years
of the Republic fostered a sense of Indian
fraternity? Are our commitments to liberty and
equality mere coats of paint over foundational
ﬂaws? There are no easy answers. We have
moved a few Dalits from the cesspools built
over centuries to colleges and universities.
But we neither welcome them there nor do
we accept them into our workplaces. Like
Dr.Ambedkar who was kept “slightly apart”
in his school, our less-privileged brothers are
kept in a “reserved” status, which is separate
and inherently unequal.
Hyderabad Central University campus
incidents showed up the anti-Dalit, antipoor mindset of the government which was
instrumental in the indefensible attack on Dalit
students leading to the institutional murder
of Rohit Vemula. The BJP-RSS combine has
certainly tried to use the Jawaharlal Nehru
University developments to launch its agenda
of RSS brand of nationalism and to attack the
Left.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is right when he says “social
harmony can be achieved only
by following the path shown by
Babasaheb”, but one wonders
why this did not strike him when
the student community in JNU
and the University of Hyderabad
was in turmoil.
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Precept versus Practice
Everyone appears to be in the race to
claim Dr.Ambedkar and his legacy — especially
for the beneﬁts of reservation and political
advantage. What is most important, however,
is to follow his lessons. You cannot choose
only certain views and neglect the essentials.
We must accept the path of liberty, fraternity,
equality, justice and social uplift which he
showed to us.
The Modi government has drastically cut
the allocation for the special component plan
meant for Dalits while refusing to introduce
reservation for Scheduled Castes in the private
sector. It maintains a deafening silence on
honour killings of Dalits. The BJP is trying to
appropriate Dr.Ambedkar’s legacy by seeking
to co-opt India’s greatest social revolutionary
as a Hindu reformer despite the irreconcilability
of his radical ideas with the essential features
of Hinduism.
It is amusing that political parties are now
in competitive mode to claim the legacy of

Dr.B.R. Ambedkar while conveniently forgetting
that they did precious little in putting into
practice his ideology in its true spirit. While
the Congress consistently belittled him, the
BJP did not exist during Dr. Ambedkar’s
lifetime and the BSP purely relied on his caste
criteria, not his philosophy. It is unfortunate
that parties still consider him as an instrument
to fetch the votes of Dalits and undermine
his multifaceted personality as jurist, political
leader, philosopher, anthropologist, historian,
orator, economist, teacher, editor and so on.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is right when
he says “social harmony can be achieved only
by following the path shown by Babasaheb”,
but one wonders why this did not strike him
when the student community in JNU and the
University of Hyderabad was in turmoil.
Sources: Articles by Suhas Borker,
Brinda Karat, Sruthisagar Yamunan,
D.Raja, Sanjay Hegde in The Hindu
and Ramesh Chakrapani in Frontline

Method in Madness contd from Page10

spare even a leader like Lala Lajpat Rai when
he turned to communal politics during the last
years of his life. What an irony that an outﬁt
which uses religion as a political mobilization
strategy is seeking to appropriate an avowed
atheist like Bhagat Singh!

broad based mass movements alone could lead
to a successful revolution. He believed that
the revolution could only be brought about by
an alliance of the workers and the peasants.
That is why, he said before a few days of his
hanging- “the real revolutionary armies are in
the villages and factories”.
What an irony that the demand to ban
Bipan Chandra’s book has come from a
political outﬁt whose ideology is not only far
from anti-colonial, but which is hand-in-glove
with imperial powers to ruin the lives and
livelihood of those very sections who live in
the villages and work in the factories! The BJP
RSS combine’s rabidly communal ideology
and exclusionary nationalism are completely
antithetical to Bhagat Singh’s ﬁercely secular
and inclusionary nationalism. While the
adherents of Hindutva ideology preach that
only those can belong to the nation whose
fatherland and holy land are in India- meaning
thereby that Christians and Muslims are not to
be regarded as Indians- Bhagat Singh did not
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Bhagat Singh said a memorable statement
before the High Court: “The sword of revolution
is sharpened at the whetstone of thought”.
Today this thought is under attack. The NDA
government today is out to rob the farmers
of their land and rob the workers of their jobs
in the name of development. It is also trying
to disrupt the unity of the working class. It is
the bounden duty of the workers and peasants
now to save the legacy of Bhagat Singh from
being appropriated by the Sangh Parivar.
Bhagat Singh was absolutely right when he
said- “It matters little whether these exploiters
are purely British capitalists, or British and
Indians in alliance, or even purely Indians”.
Let’s make a collective effort to see through
the method in the madness of the purely
Indian exploiters.
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A DROUGHT

BORN OUT OF APATHY
TOWARDS THE POOR
S

evere drought conditions prevail at the
moment in at least 10 states in India.
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana are all in the midst of a severe
crisis experiencing acute water shortage,
farmer suicides and migrations to towns
and cities on a large scale. Droughts are
not unique to India. While the frequency of
extreme weather events is rising because of
climate change, technology for forecasting
and tracking droughts has also grown in leaps
and bonds. Hence, the prevailing crisis in
the country, the experts say, is not because
of lack of forewarning but is purely because
of a combination of governance and policy
failures and the apathy of the Indian State to
the suffering of the poor.
This “Man-made Drought” is the result
of the Indian government’s non-seriousness
about water security. “You have a reserve
police, reserve army, but you have no reserve
water”, said Rajendra Singh, famous water
conservationist and 2015 Stockholm Water
Prize winner.
The government declared 257 districts
across India, as facing drought. The population,
in areas ofﬁcially declared drought affected so
far, is about 43 crore. But, if you take into
account the districts that should have been
notiﬁed but have not been so far, the total
drought affected population in the country
is a staggering 54 crore, about two ﬁfths
JUNE 2016
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of thepopulation of the country. Today, 306
districts in 13 states in the country do not have
drinking water.The water levels in all the major
reservoirs across the country have reached
the bottom 20 % of their capacity and are fast
drying up. The ground water table has gone
down by 40-50 %, in almost all the states.
In Maharashtra, which is in throes of
abject suffering, people don’t have water to
drink, cook or perform their daily ablutions
across vast tracts of the state. Small and
medium business have closed because of
scarcity of water; farmers land has turned
into dry parched earth; households store
water available even in the bigger towns
like Latur, only once every couple of weeks
and all the wells are dry. In Latur, hospitals
reportedly stopped surgeries, due to lack of
water. Several agro-based industries had to
shut down, forcing migrant laborers to return
to their home states.In Telangana, the ground
water table came down from 300 feet in upland
areas to 600 feet. In rain dependent districts
like Medak and RR District, ground water
table has gone down from 1200 feet to 2000
feet. 1852 villages are totally dependent on
water supplied through tankers. In Hyderabad
City itself, over 1000 localities are dependent
on water supplied through tankers, once a
week.People across the country are forced to
purchase water from these private people at
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abnormal prices and that too at their (private
business) mercy.
While the plight of the common people is
such, the governments are supplying water,
uninterruptedly and shamelessly, to the
breweries and distilleries, in huge amounts.
Aurangabad is an important center for
Beer production. On an average, Soft drink
manufacturing companies consume 40-50
lakh liters of water daily and Beer breweries
consume up to 50-60 lakh liters, daily. The
BJP led Maharashtra State government refused
to accept a demand, raised in the assembly,
for curtailing the water supplies to these
units. The Aurangabad bench of the Bombay
High-Court had to intervene on this issue and
order the State government to give priority to
ensuring drinking water to the region. In the
neighboring State of Telangana, 17 crore 74
lakh liters of drinking water was supplied to
such units in the month of April’16, an increase
of 54 lakh liters over the supply in March’16.
These incidents conﬁrm that the State and
Central government’s interests are not in the
welfare of the people, but are elsewhere.
Unemployment and the lack of drinking
water do not have to be natural corollaries of
a drought. Both can be avoided if the state
takes care to organize alternative employment
when there is crop failure, and to arrange
drinking water for people and their livestock.
Fruit growers in many of the states are forced
to cut down the trees, as they could not save
the plants from dying due to lack of water. In

the Jalna district of Maharashtra State, orange
trees planted over 9000 hectares had been cut
down due to this reason. There was neither any
governmental help nor the farmers received
any compensation. The despair is palpable and
325 farmers have committed suicides in this
region since January’2016. Over all, as many
as 3228 farmers committed suicides, last year,
mostly in the badly hit regions of Vidharbha
and Maratwada, which works out to 9 deaths
per day.
With the agriculture work at a standstill,
the only lifeline here is MGNREGA. The central
government has declared that the provision
of work under MGNREGA would be extended
from 100 to 150 days in all drought affected
areas. But, this has not happened. According
to central government’s performance report on
MGNREGA, of the 2,57,847 Gram panchayats
under 6,858 blocks and 661 districts across
the country, around 40,000 did not provide
any job to any worker in the ﬁscal 2015-16.
As per union rural development ministry data,
the average days of employment provided per
household in 2014-15 were only 40.17. The
average days of employment provided per
household in 2015-16 is 48.8. Even in the
worst drought affected Marathwada region,
of Maharashtra, covering eight districts of
Aurangabad, Jalna, Beed, osmanabad, Latur,
Parbhani, Hingoli and Nanded-only 1.90 crore
person-days of employment was generated in
2015-16.
What is equally appalling is that even those
who got work did not get wages. Workers
wages have been pending for 6-8 weeks
now. The main reason for this is the
central government’s refusal to release
adequate funds. At the end of the ﬁscal
year 2015-16, the governments owed
more than Rs 12,000 crore as “pending
liabilities”, which needed to be cleared
before payments could be made in 201617. Also the government is paying lower
than the statutory minimum wages to
MGNREGA workers. Because of drought,
the soil has become hard and stony.
But, the schedule of rates- that is the
work norms which determine the pieceCartoon courtesy: Adhwaryu, Times of India rated wages-has not been changed. As
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a result, workers will get around 30% less
than the minimum wage, unless they extend
the workday to 11 or 12 hours. Landless
agricultural workers, the vast majority of
whom are Dalits, are obviously the worst hit
but the plight of the farmers is no better.
As crops wither and livestock perish,
large scale migrations of “huge” proportions
have been witnessed throughout the country,
with farmers and rural poor moving from
villages to towns in search of food, water and
jobs.For example, as per the government
sources, so far 14 lakh people have migrated
from Mahabubnagar district of Telangana to
neighboring state Maharashtra, this year.
When a migration takes place, it will have a
multiple effect on the socio-economic status
of the family. The families, once moved out of
the village, can never go back, usually. The
displaced population is ﬁnding it difﬁcult to
make their ends meet, in the cities. They are
forced to work for meager pay.
Owing to this drought and on-going water
crisis, Children are becoming increasingly
vulnerable. Reports of children being forced
into child labour, trafﬁcking and child marriage
are coming to light from all the drought
affected states. According to reports, the
number of children dropping out of school
in the ten drought affected states had
risen by 22 per cent, while child trafﬁcking
cases had increased by 24 per cent. In the
coming months, there is an increased risk of
lakhs of children becoming victims of these
circumstances.
Child Rights activist and Noble Peace
Laureate Kailas Satyarthi has appealed to the
Prime Minister to prioritise children and ensure
they are not trafﬁcked, forced into marriage
or put into bonded labour, as the country reels
from its worst drought in decades. He urged
the prime minister to declare the drought
a National Emergency, saying that the lives
of more than 160 million children were at
stake. He called upon Modi to make children
‘a top priority’ in the governments relief and
rehabilitation efforts.
The central government’s response to the
prevailing drought situation in the country is
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Ensure food security for all

in drought-hit areas: Supreme Court
(Courtesy:Priyanka MittalSayantan Bera
livemint.com, May 14, 2016)

The Supreme Court on Friday(May
14, 2016) ordered that all households in
drought-hit areas be supplied with heavily
subsidized foodgrains, rebuking the centre
and states for delayed implementation of the
National Food Security Act (NFSA).
No household in a drought-affected area
shall be denied foodgrains even if it does
not possess a ration card, the court said.
Any proof of residence or identity will be
sufﬁcient.
On Thursday(May 13, 2016), the apex
court admonished states such as Uttar
Pradesh and Gujarat for delayed and faulty
implementation of NFSA, which took effect
in July 2013.
The court also put the onus of drought
relief squarely on the centre.
“The centre cannot hide behind the
smokescreen of lack of funds,” Justice

Madan B. Lokur said.
On the employment guarantee scheme,
which promises 100 days of work to at
least one member of every rural household
per year—raised to 150 days in drought-hit
states—the top court ordered the centre to
release adequate funds so that there are no
delays in wage payments.
It asked the centre to compensate
workers whose wages have been delayed
by more than the stipulated 15 days.

Under the scheme, workers are entitled
to 0.05% of wages per day for every day of
delay in payment.
“We are quite pained to note that the
Government of India has made no provision
for this compensation while releasing the
wages for 2015-16 of Rs.7,983 crores,”
the court said, adding, “This is extremely
unfortunate and certainly does not behove
a welfare state in any situation, more so
in a drought situation. Social justice has
been thrown out of the window by the
Government of India.”
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simply outrageous. Startling revelations have
come out in the process of the Supreme Court’s
hearings on a petition ﬁled by Swaraj Abhiyan,
in December 2015, seeking immediate drought
relief to the affected people. This case brought
out the sheer lack of political will on the part
of democratically elected governments to
extend elementary entitlements to their own
citizens. The center and the state governments
were repeatedly found unaware of their
own regulations and unwilling to implement
the same. They were playing the games of
procrastination and passing the buck, the
court observed.
In the course of the hearing, the central
government was forced to concede that it had
not fulﬁlled many of its statutory obligations,
in this regard. The National Disaster Policy,
required under the Disaster Management Act

did not exist. The Disaster Mitigation Fund
proposed under the same Act, has not been
created. The National Disaster Response Force
did not have any expertise to deal with the
drought. It is also admitted that the center has
delayed releasing assistance to states under
the National Disaster Response Fund.The
court proceedings bared the real intentions
of the regime. Belying the Prime Minister’s
pro-farmer and pro-poor rhetoric in public, the
central government argued that it had done all
it could for drought mitigation and more than
beyond its means.
The central government claimed that
drought relief and mitigation was the
responsibility of the state government and
that it respected the spirit of federalism. The
various state governments either pretended
that all was well or used resource crunch

‘This is the darkest
period of our life’
In the already distressed regions of Vidarbha
and Marathwada, another tragedy has gone
all but unnoticed: suicides by the children of
debt-ridden farmers
Courtesy:Jaideep Hardikar
Ruralindiaonline,May 7, 2016)

W

hat would Vishal do today, if he were
alive? Perhaps the teenager would ﬂy
kites, or play with his friends. Maybe he’d
work with his father on the family’s two-acre
ﬁeld or pick up an odd job for a daily wage as
he occasionally did. He wanted new clothes,
his parents remember. That’s all he had asked
for.
But Vishal Khule died last November, just
10 days after Diwali, by consuming a bottle
of weedicide that his father had bought a few
days earlier to spray on their crops. He was
wearing a wrinkled white shirt and blue pants
that day, the police report says. Vishal was not
yet 16 years old.
“He collapsed here,” said his father,
Vishwanath Khule, pointing to a spot beneath
the window of the two-room shanty where the
family lives. “His mother was in the adjoining
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kitchen, making chapatis. I was out there,” he
added, gesturing toward the front yard. When
her son collapsed with a thump, Sheela Khule
rushed out to ﬁnd Vishal lying on the ﬂoor, “a
white ﬂuid oozing out of his mouth.” The can
of weedicide lay by his side, empty. Vishal died
before reaching the hospital.
Dadham, with a population of 1,500, is
among the poorest villages in this region. It is
about 25 kilometres from Akola, a major city in
western Vidarbha, Maharashtra’s cotton- and
soybean-growing belt, which has been in the
news since the mid-1990s for a continuing
spell of farmers’ suicides. The region is reeling
under successive years of drought and an
agrarian crisis that has only gone from bad
to worse.
While the unabated spell of farmers’
suicides in rural Vidarbha and Marathwada,
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as alibi. It was very clear from the above
that the central government is not willing
to acknowledge that the country is facing a
drought of this magnitude, lest it may expose
the shallowness of the false propaganda of
higher growth rate, it is trying to project. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s call for “more crop
per drop”, had remained a slogan.
The role of the opposition as well as the
media is also very deplorable. It is a sad sorry
state of affairs that the principle opposition
party i.e. the Congress is not focusing on
this vital issue and voice serious concern for
the millions reeling under drought across the
country, on priority basis. Also, the role played
by the media in highlighting the issue, is most
unforgivable. It appeared as if the politician
and the media have entered into a conspiracy
of silence over the large scale drought that has

entrapped the nation. The so-called national
Media has ignored the drought. A petition on
a cricket Tournament, rather than the plight of
the people and its real culprits, has triggered
media attention to the drought.
On the whole, it is an “ideological failure”
on part of a nation, which had forgotten to
value its farmers and the poor. It is demanded
of the Central government to take immediate
drought relief measures for six months in the
drought affected areas, by invoking Right to
Life under Article 21, to remove the informal
cap on MGNREGA and ensure adequate funds
for employment generation, especially during
drought without further delay. The Prime
Minister may well be advised to curtail his
foreign jaunts for the time being, tour the
drought affected areas and pay attention to
this urgent task.

Maharashtra’s eastern and central regions, has
been reported on and acknowledged by the
government, a related tragedy has gone all
but unnoticed: suicides by the young children
of debt-ridden farmers. (Farmers’ children
have taken their own lives in the past, but
newspaper reports indicate that the incidence
has spiked in the past two years.)

commit suicide because they fear that if
they don’t, their parents will, a phenomenon
known as ‘altruistic suicide’. In one particularly
poignant case in 2005, 19-year-old Neeta
Bhopat hanged herself in Aasra village in
Maharashtra.

While there is no speciﬁc data on suicides
by children (under 18; or by youth under 20),
in India as a result of agrarian distress, several
studies and reports – from the 2005 door-todoor study commissioned by the Maharashtra
government to subsequent studies on farm
distress and suicides by the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences and the Indira Gandhi Institute
of Development Research – have pointed to
the impact of debt and distress on children in
peasant households. Many adolescent children
of farmers inherit their parents’ debts and
are forced to take on adult responsibilities,
dropping out of school, tilling the fields,
succumbing to depression, and for girls, being
married off early so the family has one less
mouth to feed.
Over the past decade, this writer has
documented several such suicides, particularly
in households where a suicide has already
occurred. Sometimes farmers’ children
JUNE 2016

In a neatly written suicide note in Marathi,
she said: “If I don’t commit suicide, my father
will [take his own life]; my family can’t even
earn a thousand rupees a month. I have two
younger sisters. My parents can’t bear the
burden of our marriages when we don’t have
enough to eat. So I am taking my life.” Nobody
should be held responsible for her decision,
she wrote. Committing suicide was the only
way she could relieve her parents of some of
their tension.
Scarcity and struggle
With a few months to go before the next
kharif (monsoon) crops sprout, Dadham is still
coming to terms with Vishal Khule’s suicide.
Severe water scarcity is already testing the
villagers this summer. The entire vicinity is
arid. Local newspaper reports suggest that
the groundwater table has fallen alarmingly.
Dadham has to wait for tankers to supply
water every alternate day, or people must
wwwnext page
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trek several kilometres to fetch drinking water.
And as if this is not difﬁcult enough, no work
is available in the village.
“This is the worst year” of a three-season
drought, said Akola district collector G.
Sreekanth in his ofﬁce earlier this year. “We
began preparing for the coming summer in
September last [year],” he added, even before
the 2015 monsoon had ofﬁcially ended.
Like many districts in the Marathwada,
Vidarbha and western regions of Maharashtra
last year, Akola district received only 60 per
cent of its average annual rainfall of 692 mm.
“That’s around 500 mm rains,” said Sreekanth,
“which may not sound all that bad, but we got
400 mm of that in two days, on August 4 and
5.” This meant the ﬁelds ﬂooded and rainwater
could not percolate into the ground.
Such a downpour and a long gap between
rainy days is a new and alarming feature of
the changing monsoon pattern, according
to studies by the Indian Meteorological
Department and Pune’s Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology and other research
institutions studying climatic aberrations. After
August 5 last year, Akola didn’t see another
drop of rain for 41 days, a devastatingly long
dry spell. “Every crop failed: soybeans, cotton
and tur,” the collector added.
With no crops to sell, and domestic
expenses and other exigencies to meet, the
Khule family borrowed from moneylenders.
According to their bank records, they also have
unpaid bank loans of about Rs. 50,000 over
the last ﬁve years.
The Khules, who belong to the close-knit
tribal Andh clan, are marginal peasant farmers.
They have long been living hand-to-mouth,
and Vishal Khule’s death has only made life
more precarious. His mother barely speaks,
recounts their neighbour, Jankinath Khule, who
recently retired from the government service
as a naib tehsildar (a minor-rank revenue
ofﬁcial). Vishal’s two sisters, both married, are
taking turns to return to the home to be with
their mother, he said. Vishal’s elder brother,
18-year-old Vaibhav, has dropped out of school
after Class 10 and has taken to working odd
jobs.
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QûÉ.AqoÉåQûMüU MüÐ rÉÉS
AÉæU xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ MüÉå
AjÉïWûÏlÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü MüSqÉ
UÉqÉcÉlSì vÉqÉÉï

QûÉ.

pÉÏqÉUÉuÉ AqoÉQåûMüU MüÐ 125 uÉÏÇ eÉrÉÇiÉÏ mÉU mÉÔUå UÉ·í
lÉå ElWåûÇ rÉÉS ÌMürÉÉ| rÉWû LMü xÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü mÉWûsÉ Wæû|
CxÉ oÉÏcÉ uÉÉå sÉÉåaÉ eÉÉå ÌWûlSÒ UÉ·íuÉÉS Måü LeÉålQåû mÉU MüÉqÉ
MüU UWåûÇ WæûÇ, QûÉ.AqoÉåQûMüU xÉå AmÉlÉå MüÉå eÉÉåÄQû UWåû WæûÇ| eÉoÉÌMü
AqoÉåQûMüU lÉå MüWûÉ jÉÉ ÌMü qÉæÇ mÉæSÉ eÉÃU ÌWûlSÒ Måü iÉÉæU mÉU
WÒûAÉ sÉåÌMülÉ eÉÉå kÉqÉï AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ, pÉåSpÉÉuÉ AÉæU AqÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ
mÉU ÌOûMüÉ WûÉå, ExÉqÉåÇ qÉÃÇaÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå oÉÉåkÉ kÉqÉï AmÉlÉÉrÉÉ
ÍsÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| rÉWû ÎxjÉÌiÉ UÉåÌWûiÉ uÉåqÉÑsÉÉ Måü mÉËUuÉÉU Måü xÉÉjÉ WÒûD|
qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU lÉå ExÉMåü xÉÉjÉ lrÉÉrÉ MüUlÉå Måü oÉSsÉå iÉÉåWûqÉSåÇ
sÉaÉÉD| CxÉ mÉËUuÉÉU lÉå xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü AlrÉÉrÉ AÉæU pÉåSpÉÉuÉ Måü
mÉëÌiÉMüÉU Måü iÉÉæU mÉU AqoÉåQûMüU eÉrÉÇiÉÏ Måü ÌSlÉ oÉÉåkÉ kÉqÉï
xuÉÏMüÉU MüU ÍsÉrÉÉ|
QûÉ.AqoÉåQûMüU lÉå MüWûÉ jÉÉ ÌMü WûqÉåÇ ÍqÉsÉÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü
AÉeÉÉSÏ ÌoÉlÉÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü uÉ AÉÍjÉïMü xÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ Måü AjÉïWûÏlÉ
Wæû| qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU Måü MüÉUlÉÉqÉåÇ CxÉå xÉcÉ xÉÉÌoÉiÉ MüU UWåû
WæûÇ| WûqÉ pÉÉUiÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü mÉëÌiÉ xÉqÉÌmÉïiÉ WæûÇ mÉUliÉÑ
ÎeÉxÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÉå WûqÉ AmÉlÉå mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉ Måü iÉÉæU mÉU cÉÑlÉiÉå WæûÇ,
uÉWû eÉoÉ CxÉxÉå QûaÉqÉaÉ WûÉåiÉÏ Wæû iÉÉå ExÉå UÉxiÉå mÉU sÉÉlÉå MüÐ
ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ pÉÏ WûqÉÉUÏ oÉlÉiÉÏ Wæû| AÉeÉ MüÐ xÉUMüÉU AÉÍjÉïMü
uÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ, eÉÉÌiÉ uÉ kÉÉÍqÉïMü kÉëÑuÉÏMüUhÉ MüÉå
iÉåeÉ MüU AÉmÉxÉÏ pÉÉD-cÉÉUå AÉæU WûqÉÉUå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ
MüÉå cÉÉåÌOûsÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| uÉWû TüÉxÉÏuÉÉSÏ mÉëuÉ×ÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉRûÉuÉÉ
SålÉå qÉåÇ xÉWûÉrÉMü oÉlÉ LMüÉÍkÉMüÉUuÉÉSÏ mÉËUuÉåvÉ oÉlÉÉMüU WûqÉÉUÏ
oÉWÒûxÉÉÇxM×üÌiÉMü xÉ°ÉuÉmÉÔhÉï ÌuÉUÉxÉiÉ MüÉå lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÉ UWûÏ
Wæû| QûÉ.AqoÉåQûMüU lÉå ÌWûlSÒUÉ·íuÉÉÌSrÉÉåÇ Måü cÉËU§É MüÉå pÉÉÇmÉiÉå
WÒûL mÉWûsÉå WûÏ xÉcÉåiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü “AaÉU MüWûÏÇ ÌWûlSÕUÉeÉ
xÉcÉ qÉåÇ MüpÉÏ AÉ aÉrÉÉ iÉÉå rÉWû SåvÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ
AÉmÉSÉ WûÉåaÉÏ|”
pÉÉeÉmÉÉ AÉU.LxÉ.LxÉ. xÉÇcÉÉÍsÉiÉ qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU LMü
iÉUTü mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉUxiÉ ESÉUÏMüUhÉ xÉå WûqÉÉUÏ bÉUåsÉÔ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü uÉ
mÉëÉM×üÌiÉMü xÉÇmÉSÉAÉåÇ MüÉå ÌuÉSåvÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ xÉqÉÌmÉïiÉ MüU
UWûÏ WæûÇ uÉWûÏÇ UÉ·íuÉÉS MüÐ fÉÉÇxÉåoÉÉeÉÏ qÉåÇ ÌWûlSÒiuÉ Måü AmÉlÉå
LeÉålQåû MüÉå AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉ UWûÏ Wæû| uÉWû xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü uÉ xÉÇxÉSÏrÉ
mÉUqmÉUÉAÉåÇ MüÉå SUÌMülÉÉU MüU LMüÉÍkÉMüÉUuÉÉSÏ iÉÉæUiÉUÏMüÉåÇ xÉå
ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå eÉqÉÏlÉ AÉæU qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ xÉå ElÉMåü ´ÉqÉ AÍkÉMüÉU
ÍNûlÉlÉå Måü MüÉlÉÔlÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÌuÉmÉUÏiÉaÉÉqÉÏ M×üirÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû,
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The political freedom which we got would
be meaningless without social & political
equality, said Dr.Ambedkar.
This is being proved by various commissions
and omissions of the Modi Govt.
We, the People, are committed to the
Constitution, but when the Government
formed by our elected representatives
dither on this, bringing them back to the
right path is our responsibility. To discharge
this, we have to break free from the
clutches of caste and religion and build
the unity of the working people.
uÉWûÏÇ CxÉMüÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüUlÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉå UÉ·íÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ PûWûUÉlÉå Måü wÉÄQûrÉÇ§É
UcÉ UWûÏ Wæû| SvÉ Måü xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ lÉÇaÉÏ sÉÔOû eÉÉUÏ Wæû| MüU
mÉëhÉÉsÉÏ oÉÄQåû MüÉUmÉÉåUåOû bÉUÉlÉÉåÇ Måü ÌWûiÉ xÉÉkÉlÉ MüÉ qÉÉkrÉqÉ oÉlÉ
aÉD Wæû| ElWåûÇ MüU ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ uÉ MüU qÉÉTüÐ xÉå lÉuÉÉeÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû
eÉoÉÌMü AÉqÉeÉlÉ mÉU iÉUWû iÉUWû Måü AÍkÉpÉÉU uÉ xÉåuÉÉMüU sÉaÉÉMüU
oÉÉåfÉ QûÉsÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| CxÉ oÉeÉOû qÉåÇ 6,11,000 MüUÉåÄQû Ã.
MüÐ MüU qÉÉTüÐ uÉ ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû MüÉå SÏ aÉD| CxÉxÉå MüWûÏÇ
erÉÉSÉ 7 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû Ã. MüÐ UÉÌwÉ ClWûÏÇ MüÉUmÉÉåUåOû mÉU oÉæÇMüÉåÇ
Måü QÕûoÉiÉ GhÉ MüÐ mÉÄQûÏ Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü qÉlÉUåaÉÉ mÉU ÌmÉNûsÉå xÉÉsÉ
Måü oÉMüÉrÉÉ pÉÑaÉiÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉëÉmiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL UÉerÉÉåÇ MüÉå vÉÏwÉï
ASÉsÉiÉ MüÉ WûxiÉ¤ÉåmÉ MüUuÉÉlÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ Wæû iÉoÉ eÉÉMüU 12,230
MüUÉåÄQû Ã. MüÐ UÉÍvÉ eÉÉUÏ MüÐ aÉD Wæû|
SåvÉ Måü AÉkÉå ÌWûxxÉå qÉåÇ xÉÑZÉÉ Wæû| qÉWûÇaÉÉD AÉæU oÉåMüÉUÏ MüÐ
MüWûÏÇ xÉÑkÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| ZÉåiÉÏ AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü oÉÉS AoÉ iÉMü Måü xÉoÉxÉå
aÉWûUå xÉÇMüOû qÉåÇ Wæû| ÌMüxÉÉlÉ AÉiqÉWûirÉÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| sÉåÌMülÉ rÉå
xÉoÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü ÍcÉÇiÉÉ Måü ÌuÉwÉrÉ lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ| qÉlÉqÉÉlÉå uÉ iÉUWû iÉUWû
Måü UÉ·íuÉÉSÏ lÉÉUÉåÇ AÉÌS aÉæU qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ qÉåÇ EsÉfÉÉMüU AmÉlÉå lÉYMüÉUåmÉlÉ
xÉå oÉcÉlÉå Måü wÉÄQûrÉ§ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ rÉå xÉUMüÉU sÉaÉÏ Wæû| xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉ UWåû
bÉOûlÉÉ¢üqÉÉåÇ xÉå rÉWû mÉëirÉ¤É WûÉå UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉS MåüuÉsÉ
AÉÍjÉïMü ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ WûÏ lÉWûÏ Wæû, uÉWû sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü MüWåû eÉÉlÉåuÉÉsÉå
cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ pÉÏ AmÉlÉÏ aÉWûUÏ mÉæPû oÉlÉÉrÉå WÒûL Wæû| AÉU.oÉÏ.AÉD.
aÉuÉïlÉU UbÉÑUÉqÉ UÉeÉlÉ MüÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 5 ÌuÉkÉÉlÉxÉpÉÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ
Måü SÉæU qÉåÇ 7000 MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ AÌiÉËU£ü lÉaÉSÏ cÉsÉlÉ
qÉåÇ AÉD Wæû| CxÉMüÉ AjÉï rÉWû Wæû ÌMü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÉåaÉ Måü iÉqÉÉqÉ
ÌWûiÉÉrÉiÉÉåÇ uÉ ÌlÉaÉUÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüWûÏ eÉÉiÉÏ UWûÏ oÉÉiÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÉS pÉÏ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ
qÉåÇ MüÉsÉåkÉlÉ MüÉ ZÉÑsÉåAÉqÉ EmÉrÉÉåaÉ WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉÉ sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ CxÉMüÉ AÌ²iÉÏrÉ ASÉWûUhÉ Wæû, eÉoÉ MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû eÉaÉiÉ lÉå
lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ Måü mÉ¤É xÉqÉjÉïlÉ eÉÑOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL AmÉlÉÏ jÉæÍsÉrÉÉÇ
ZÉÉåsÉ SÏ jÉÏ AÉæU mÉëcÉÉUiÉÇ§É MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ qÉÑPèPûÏ qÉåÇ MüU ÍsÉrÉÉ
jÉÉ| ÎeÉxÉ pÉë¹cÉÉU Måü qÉÑ¬å mÉU MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ oÉWû aÉD sÉåÌMülÉ lÉUålSì
qÉÉåSÏ Måü ÍsÉL rÉå qÉÑ¬É WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| AÉUÉåmÉ sÉaÉlÉå mÉU CxiÉÏTüÉ
SålÉå MüÐ lÉæÌiÉMüiÉÉ MüÉå ClWûÉåÇlÉå ÌiÉsÉÉÇeÉÍsÉ Så SÏ Wæû| mÉÉlÉÉqÉÉ mÉåmÉxÉï
Måü WûÉÍsÉrÉÉ ZÉÑsÉÉxÉå pÉÏ lÉYMüÉUZÉÉlÉå MüÐ iÉÔiÉÏ oÉlÉMüU UWû aÉrÉå
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WæÇû ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ lÉÉqÉÏ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ WûÎxiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü lÉÉqÉ WæûÇ eÉÉå “OæûYxÉWåûuÉlÉ”
SåvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ “ZÉÉåsÉ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ” Måü ÌlÉuÉåwÉMüiÉÉï WæûÇ|
MüÉsÉåkÉlÉ MüÉå sÉÉlÉå Måü uÉÉSå Måü xÉÉjÉ SåvÉ MüÐ cÉæMüÐSÉUÏ
MüUlÉå AÉæU lÉ ZÉÉFÇaÉÉ lÉ ZÉÉlÉå SÕÇaÉÉ eÉæxÉÏ lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ MüÐ
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ mÉÔuÉï E«ÉåwÉhÉÉLÇ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ oÉlÉlÉå Måü oÉÉS ZÉÉåZÉsÉÏ WûÏ
xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûD WæûÇ| “MüUxuÉaÉï” SvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÌlÉuÉåwÉ MüÉ sÉÉpÉ SålÉåuÉÉsÉÏ
rÉå “ZÉÉåsÉ MüÇmÉÌlÉrÉÉÇ” eÉÉå TüÇ¤ÉlÉUÏ lÉ WûÉåMüU qÉÉ§É MüÉaÉeÉÏ WæûÇ,
MüÉå oÉlÉÉlÉå uÉ ÌlÉuÉåwÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL MüWûÏÇ eÉÉlÉå MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ
lÉWûÏÇ Wæû oÉÎsMü MüÉlÉÔlÉÏ xÉsÉÉWûMüÉU TüqÉï qÉÉålÉxÉåMüÉ iÉrÉ TüÐxÉ
sÉåMüU xÉÉUå MüÉqÉ bÉU oÉæPåû MüUuÉÉ SåiÉÏ Wæû| CxÉ MüÇmÉlÉÏ MüÐ
xÉåuÉÉLÇ MüÉUÉåoÉÉUÏ, xÉåÍsÉoÉëåOûÏ xÉå sÉåMüU AÉÇiÉMüÐ, QíûaÉ iÉxMüUÉåÇ
AÉæU qÉÉÌTürÉÉAÉåÇ xÉoÉMåü ÍsÉL xÉÑsÉpÉ Wæû| MüUuÉÇcÉlÉÉ Måü iÉUÏMåü
AÉæU ExÉMüÉå AÇeÉÉqÉ SålÉåuÉÉsÉå lÉ MåüuÉsÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ eÉÉlÉMüÉUÏ
qÉåÇ WæûÇ, oÉÎsMü uÉå “ÌMüxÉÏ SÇQû Måü pÉrÉ” Måü oÉeÉÉrÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ xÉå
“ZÉÉxÉ” xÉWÒûÍsÉrÉiÉåÇ WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüU SåwÉ uÉ ÌuÉSåvÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉsÉÉxÉÏ eÉÏuÉlÉ
eÉÏ UWåû WæûÇ| iÉqÉÉqÉ SÉuÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÏcÉ ÌuÉeÉrÉ qÉsrÉÉ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ oÉæMüÉåÇ
Måü 9000 MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå WûeÉqÉ MüU CxÉÏ urÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü xÉWûÉUå
ClWûÏÇ “MüUxuÉaÉÉåï” MüÉ AÉÇlÉS sÉå UWûÉ Wæû| CxÉÏ iÉUWû ÌuÉSåvÉ qÉåÇ
oÉæPûÉ LMü AÉæU qÉlÉÏsÉÉÇQûËUÇaÉ MüÉ AÉUÉåmÉÏ sÉÍsÉiÉ qÉÉåSÏ ÎeÉxÉxÉå
sÉÉpÉÉÎluÉiÉ WûÉålÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÔcÉÏ qÉåÇ UÉeÉxjÉÉlÉ MüÐ qÉÑZrÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ
xÉå sÉåMüU MåülSìÏrÉ ÌuÉSåvÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ AÉæU ÌuÉ¨ÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ xÉÌWûiÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ
Måü UÉ·íÏrÉ AkrÉ¤É iÉMü Måü lÉÉqÉ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WæûÇ, MüÉå SvÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉlÉÉ
AÉæU ElÉ MüÉUïuÉÉD MüUlÉÉ iÉÉå SÕU, UÉeÉxjÉÉlÉ MüÐ xÉUMüÉU Måü
ZÉåsÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ eÉrÉmÉÑU qÉåÇ AÉD.mÉÏ.LsÉ. qÉæcÉ MüUuÉÉlÉå MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ
WåûiÉÑ ExÉMåü xÉqÉ¤É ÌaÉÄQûÌaÉÄQûÉ UWåû WæûÇ|
AÉÍjÉïMü AmÉUÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉ AÉæU AÉÍjÉïMü AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ
CiÉlÉÏ oÉÄRû aÉD Wæû ÎeÉxÉlÉå xÉUMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉå WûÏ oÉÉælÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU ÌSrÉÉ
oÉÎsMü xÉÉUÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ MüÉå pÉÏ SÒÌwÉiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| lÉÉåOû SåMüU
uÉÉåOû AmÉlÉå mÉ¤É qÉåÇ MüU sÉålÉå MüÐ xÉ¤ÉqÉiÉÉ Måü AÉaÉå cÉÑlÉÉuÉ Måü
YrÉÉ qÉÉrÉlÉå UWû eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ| kÉlÉ Måü oÉsÉ xÉå eÉWûÉÇ sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü
oÉUÉoÉUÏ MüÉå aÉæUoÉUÉoÉUÏ qÉåÇ oÉSsÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû uÉWûÏÇ xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü
uÉ eÉÉÌiÉpÉåS Måü xÉWûÉUå xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü oÉUÉoÉUÏ mÉU cÉÉåOû eÉÉUÏ Wæû|
eÉuÉÉWûU sÉÉsÉ lÉåWûÃ pÉÏ qÉÉlÉiÉå jÉå ÌMü WûqÉÉUå SåvÉ qÉåÇ oÉWÒûxÉÇZrÉMü
uÉ AsmÉxÉÇZrÉMü xÉÉqmÉSìÉÌrÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| AsmÉxÉÇZrÉMü xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMüiÉÉ eÉWûÉÇ AsÉaÉÉuÉuÉÉS MüÉå WûuÉÉ SåiÉÏ Wæû, uÉWûÏÇ oÉWÒûxÉÇZrÉMü
xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMüiÉÉ UÉ·íuÉÉS Måü lÉÉUå xÉå LMüÉÍkÉMüÉUuÉÉS jÉÉåmÉMüU
ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ MüÉ MüÉUMü oÉlÉiÉÏ Wæû| xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMüiÉÉ Måü CxÉ xÉ³ÉÌWûiÉ
ZÉiÉUå Måü mÉëÌiÉ SåvÉuÉÉÍxÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉcÉåiÉ MüUlÉÉ AÉeÉ MüÐ qÉWû¨ÉÏ
eÉÃUiÉ Wæû| UÉ·íuÉÉS MüÉ lÉÉUÉ eÉmÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÏ CxÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ
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WûMüÐMüiÉ rÉWû Wæû ÌMü uÉWû AqÉåËUMüÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ UhÉlÉÏÌiÉMü xÉælrÉ
xÉqÉfÉÉæiÉå MüU AmÉlÉå xÉæÌlÉMü AQèQûÉåÇ Måü CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ MüÐ CeÉÉeÉiÉ
AqÉåËUMüÉ MüÉå SålÉå MüÉ MüÉqÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ AÉæU AqÉåËUMüÉ
sÉÊÎeÉÎxOûYxÉ LYxÉcÉåÇeÉ qÉåqÉÉåUÇQûÇ BTü LaÉëÏqÉåÇOû mÉU xÉæ®ÉÎliÉMü
ÃmÉ xÉå xÉWûqÉiÉ WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| pÉÉUiÉ Måü U¤ÉÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ qÉlÉÉåWûU mÉÉËUïMüU
AÉæU AqÉåUÏMüÐ U¤ÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ LwÉOûlÉ MüÉOïûU SÉålÉÉåÇ WûÏ CxÉå AmÉlÉÏAmÉlÉÏ EmÉsÉÎokÉ oÉiÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| rÉÔ.mÉÏ.L. Måü MüÉsÉ xÉå SÉålÉÉåÇ SåvÉ
CxÉ xÉWûqÉÌiÉ Måü xÉqÉfÉÉæiÉå Måü ÍsÉL eÉÔfÉ UWåû jÉå|
WûÉÇsÉÉÌMü rÉÔ.mÉÏ.L. Måü MüÉsÉ qÉåÇ uÉÉqÉSsÉÉåÇ Måü iÉÏZÉå ÌuÉUÉåkÉ
Måü cÉsÉiÉå ClÉMüÐ SÉsÉ lÉWûÏÇ aÉsÉÏ| ÎeÉxÉ TüÉrÉSå MüÐ oÉÉiÉ
mÉëcÉÉËUiÉ MüÐ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû, uÉWû SUAxÉsÉ ÍqÉsÉåaÉÉ ÌMüxÉå? MüÉOïûU
lÉå MüWûÉ ÌMü AÉmÉSÉAÉåÇ Måü xÉqÉrÉ WûqÉ LMü SÕxÉUå Måü xÉælrÉ
AQèQûÉåÇ MüÉ CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ MüU xÉMåüÇaÉåÇ| eÉoÉ MüpÉÏ eÉæxÉÉ qÉÉqÉsÉÉ
xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉrÉåaÉÉ, ExÉMåü ÌWûxÉÉoÉ xÉå uÉæxÉÉ WûÏ iÉrÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| pÉÉUiÉ
Måü mÉÉxÉ ZÉÉålÉå Måü ÍxÉuÉÉrÉ CxÉ xÉqÉfÉÉæiÉå qÉåÇ mÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL MÑüNû
pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ AqÉåËUMüÉ Måü mÉÄQûÉåxÉÏ SvÉÉåÇ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå xÉå
UWûÉ| ExÉå AqÉåËUMüÉ Måü xÉælrÉ AQèQûÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ WûÏ MüWûÉÇ
Wæû? AÉmÉSÉAÉåÇ Måü xÉqÉrÉ iÉÉå AliÉUÉï·íÏrÉ mÉvÉMüvÉÉåÇ rÉÔÇWûÏ xÉÑsÉpÉ
WûÉåiÉÏ WæûÇ| AxÉsÉ TüÉrÉSÉ AqÉåËUMüÉ MüÉå Wæû, ExÉå CxÉ ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ
AmÉlÉÏ cÉækÉUÉWûOû Måü ÍsÉL mÉÉMü-ATüaÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ mÉWûsÉå xÉå qÉÉæeÉÔS
AmÉlÉå AQèQûÉåÇ Måü AÌiÉËU£ü LMü AÉæU AQèQûÉ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ xÉÑsÉpÉ
WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| ´ÉÏ ´ÉÏ UÌuÉvÉÇMüU Måü ÍsÉL mÉÑsÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå AÉæU UÉqÉSåuÉ
MüÐ rÉÉåaÉ YsÉÉxÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉålÉÉ MüÉå pÉåeÉlÉå xÉå xÉålÉÉ MüÉ EmÉrÉÉåaÉ pÉÏ
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü MüqÉï Måü ÍsÉL ÌMürÉå eÉÉlÉå MüÐ vÉÑÃAÉiÉ CxÉ qÉÉåSÏ
xÉUMüÉU Måü MüÉsÉ qÉåÇ WûÉå cÉÑMüÐ Wæû|
rÉWû qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU WûqÉÉUå kÉqÉïÌlÉUmÉå¤É eÉlÉiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ
MüÐ E¬åÌwÉMüÉAÉåÇ, ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ Måü WûÏ ÎZÉsÉÉTü lÉWûÏÇ
Wæû, oÉÎsMü rÉWû SÍsÉiÉÉåÇ, NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ, lÉÉæeÉuÉÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ Måü
pÉÏ EiÉlÉÏ WûÏ ÎZÉsÉÉTü Wæû| YrÉÉ ZÉÉLÇaÉå, YrÉÉ mÉMüÉrÉåaÉå, YrÉÉ
oÉÉåsÉåÇaÉå, YrÉÉ mÉÄRåÇûaÉå, MüÉælÉ mÉÄRåûaÉÉ, MüÉælÉ lÉWûÏÇ, MüÉælÉ SåûvÉpÉ£ü,
MüÉælÉ SìåvÉSìÉåWûÏ, ÌMüiÉlÉå oÉccÉå mÉæSÉ MüUåÇaÉå, ÌMüxÉMüÉå MüWûÉÇ pÉåeÉåÇaÉå,
eÉåsÉ qÉåÇ, eÉWû³ÉÑqÉ qÉåÇ rÉÉ mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ, CxÉMüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ
-AÉU.LxÉ.LxÉ. MüUåÇaÉå|
xÉ¨ÉÉ MåülSì Måü MüÍjÉiÉ xÉÉÇxM×üÌiÉMü UÉ·íuÉÉÌSrÉÉåÇ MüÐ mÉæSÉ
WûÉå UWûÏ lÉD lÉD eÉqÉÉiÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ iÉrÉ MüUlÉå Måü bÉOûlÉÉÌuÉMüÉxÉ
EpÉUiÉå WÒûL xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉ UWåû WæûÇ| eÉlÉqÉÑ¬ÉåÇ AÉæU xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå
sÉåMüU WûÉålÉåuÉÉsÉå mÉëSLvÉlÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL lÉ ÌuÉkÉÉlÉxÉpÉÉ Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå
AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ SÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû AÉæU lÉ WûÏ xÉÇxÉS Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ
MüÐ CeÉÉeÉiÉ AÉæU eÉaÉWû Wæû| WûÉÇsÉÉÌMü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ pÉÏ WûÉå UWåû Wæû
Cartoon courtesy: Keshav, The Hindu
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AÉæU sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É Måü lÉÉUå pÉÏ WæûÇ mÉUliÉÑ ClÉMüÉå AjÉïWûÏlÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå
MüÐ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ pÉÏ xÉÉjÉ-xÉÉjÉ eÉÉUÏ Wæû| rÉWû xÉccÉÉD pÉÏ xÉÉqÉlÉå
AÉ UWûÏ Wæû ÌMü xÉÇbÉ mÉËUuÉÉU ÎeÉxÉ AÉ¢üqÉMü qÉÑSìÉ qÉåÇ lÉeÉU
AÉ UWûÉ Wæû, ExÉMåü AlÉÑmÉÉiÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉD-cÉÉUå AÉæU xÉ°ÉuÉ MüÉå
oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÏ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü UÉeÉlÉæÌiÉMü vÉÌ£ürÉÉÇ ApÉÏ EiÉlÉÏ
LMüeÉÑOû lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå mÉÉD WæûÇ| MüWûÏÇ-MüWûÏÇ ÌoÉZÉUå-ÌoÉZÉUå ÃmÉ qÉåÇ
rÉå vÉÌ£ürÉÉÇ qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉÉ eÉÃU MüU UWûÏ WæûÇ mÉUliÉÑ CxÉMüÉ MüÉåD
SåvÉurÉÉmÉÏ mÉÑZiÉÉ xuÉÃmÉ ApÉÏ xÉÉqÉlÉå lÉWûÏÇ AÉ mÉÉrÉÉ Wæû|
mÉÏÌÄQûiÉeÉlÉÉåÇ Måü AÇSU WûÏ AÇSU ZÉSoÉSÉ UWåû AÉ¢üÉvÉ MüÉå
pÉOûMüÉuÉ SålÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü mÉëSÒwÉhÉ TæüsÉÉlÉå Måü wÉÄQûrÉÇ§É
xÉÉqÉlÉå WæûÇ| WûÉÇsÉÉÌMü ApÉÏ TüÉxÉÏuÉÉS MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ xÉÉqÉlÉå lÉWûÏÇ
AÉD Wæû mÉUliÉÑ ExÉMüÐ mÉëuÉ×ÌiÉ Måü ÃfÉÉlÉ ÌlÉUliÉU bÉlÉå WûÉå UWåû
WæûÇ| LMüÉÍkÉMüÉUuÉÉSÏ lÉeÉËUrÉÉ EaÉëiÉÉ aÉëWûhÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû| eÉÉå
WûqÉÉUÏ AÍpÉurÉÌ£ü AÉæU eÉÏlÉå MüÐ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ MüÉå NûÏeÉ UWûÉ Wæû|
WûqÉå CxÉ xÉccÉÉD MüÉå eÉÉlÉ sÉålÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ ÌMü MüÉUaÉU eÉlÉmÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉÉåÇ
Måü ApÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉ xÉWûÉUÉ sÉåMüU AÉaÉå oÉRû UWûÉ rÉWûÏ
LMüÉÍkÉMüÉUuÉÉSÏ xÉÉåcÉ, TüÉxÉÏuÉÉSÏ ÃmÉ AÎZiÉrÉÉU MüU sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É
MüÉå ÌlÉaÉsÉlÉå MüÉ xÉoÉoÉ oÉlÉ xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû|
AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü xÉqÉrÉ QûÉ.AqoÉåQûMüU lÉå xÉuÉÉsÉ EPûÉrÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü
“rÉWû xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ ÌMüxÉå AÉæU ÌMüxÉMåü ÍsÉL Wæû?” CxÉMüÉ eÉuÉÉoÉ
xuÉrÉÇ SåiÉå WÒûL ElWûÉåÇlÉå AÉaÉå MüWûÉ ÌMü “eÉÉÌWûU Wæû ÌMü rÉWû
xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ eÉqÉÏSÉUÉåÇ Måü sÉaÉÉlÉ oÉÄRûÉlÉå MüÐ, mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL
MüÉqÉ Måü bÉÇOåû oÉÄRûÉlÉå AÉæU qÉeÉSÕUÏ MüÐ SUåÇ bÉOûÉlÉå MüÐ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ
Wæû|” ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå eÉqÉÏlÉ AÉæU qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ xÉå ElÉMåü ´ÉqÉÉÍkÉMüÉU
ÍNûlÉlÉå Måü MüÉUlÉÉqÉå CxÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ cÉËU§É MüÉå xmÉ¹
SvÉÉï UWåû WæÇû| xÉ¤ÉqÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉ, MüqÉeÉÉåUÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL SÒÌuÉkÉÉ
CxÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÉ qÉÑZrÉ LeÉålQûÉ Wæû|
eÉWûÉÇ LMü AÉåU qÉlÉÑuÉÉSÏ xÉÉåcÉ Måü mÉëuÉ£üÉ kÉÉÍqÉïMü uÉ
eÉÉiÉÏrÉ ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ MüÉå aÉWûUÉ MüUlÉå Måü MüÉUlÉÉqÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÍsÉmiÉ WæûÇ,
uÉWûÏÇ MÑüNû sÉÉåaÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü AÍpÉrÉÉÎl§ÉMüÐ xÉå eÉÉiÉÏrÉ ÄRûÉcÉåÇ qÉåÇ
xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü lrÉÉrÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉåÇ pÉÏ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉaÉÏSÉUÏ
rÉÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü CÇeÉÏÌlÉrÉUÏÇaÉ MüÐ lÉD-lÉD mÉËUpÉÉwÉÉLÇ aÉÄRûÏ eÉÉ
UWûÏ Wæû| qÉÉYxÉï lÉå oÉWÒûiÉ mÉWûsÉå WûÏ xÉcÉåiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü “rÉWû
mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ EimÉÉSlÉ mÉ®ÌiÉ sÉaÉÉiÉÉU, mÉWûsÉå xÉå qÉÉæeÉÔS ÌuÉÍpÉ³É
mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ-xÉÉjÉ iÉjÉÉ ElÉMåü oÉUÎZÉsÉÉTü, lÉrÉå SÉæsÉiÉ
Måü ÍxÉmÉÉÌWûrÉÉåÇ MüÐ qÉlÉcÉÉWûÏ ´É×ÇZÉsÉÉ MüÉå ZÉÏÇcÉMüU sÉÉiÉÏ UWûiÉÏ
Wæû| rÉWû uÉÉxiÉuÉ qÉåÇ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ÌlÉeÉÉqÉ MüÉå WûÏ mÉÑZiÉÉ MüUiÉÉ Wæû,
ExÉ AÉkÉÉU MüÉå urÉÉmÉMü oÉlÉÉiÉÉ Wæû AÉæU ExÉå xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü ÌlÉcÉsÉå
xÉÇxiÉU xÉå sÉaÉÉiÉÉU lÉD iÉÉMüiÉåÇ pÉiÉÏï MüUlÉå qÉåÇ xÉqÉjÉï oÉlÉÉiÉÉ Wæû..|
mÉëpÉÑiuÉvÉÉsÉÏ uÉaÉï, mÉëpÉÑiuÉ Måü AkÉÏlÉ uÉaÉï Måü oÉåWûiÉUÏlÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå
ZÉmÉÉlÉå qÉåÇ ÎeÉiÉlÉÉ erÉÉSÉ xÉqÉjÉï WûÉåaÉÉ, ExÉMüÉ vÉÉxÉlÉ EiÉlÉÉ WûÏ
erÉÉSÉ qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ iÉjÉÉ ZÉiÉUlÉÉMü WûÉåaÉÉ|” (MæümÉÏOûsÉ” ZÉÇQû-3)
WûqÉÉUÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ eÉÉÌiÉ kÉqÉï Måü TåüU ÌlÉMüsÉMüU eÉoÉ iÉMü
AmÉlÉÏ ´ÉÍqÉMüuÉaÉÏïrÉ LMüiÉÉ MüÐ mÉWûcÉÉlÉ AÉæU mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ uÉaÉÏïrÉ
cÉËU§É MüÉå lÉWûÏÇ xÉqÉfÉåaÉÉ, ExÉMüÉ MüsrÉÉhÉ SÕU WûÏ ÍNûOûMüÉ
UWåûaÉÉ| ÍxÉuÉÉrÉ oÉWûMüÉuÉÉåÇ Måü ExÉå WûÉÍxÉsÉ MÑüNû lÉWûÏÇ WûÉåaÉÉ|
ÌoÉlÉÉ ¢üÉÇÌiÉ Måü mÉËUuÉiÉïlÉ Måü lÉÉUå eÉlÉÉ¢üÉåvÉ Måü oÉWûÉuÉ oÉlÉMüU
lÉ eÉÉlÉå MüWûÉÇ ZÉÉåMüU UWû eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ|
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Dalits Cry on the Eve of
the Ambedkar Festival
Dr.Anand Teltumbde
(Courtesy: EPW 7/5/2016)

A

s the world readied for the gala
celebration of the 125th birth anniversary
of Babasaheb Ambedkar, a section of Dalits
who work as manual scavengers gathered
in the capital. They had marched 3,500 km,
starting at Dibrugarh in Assam more than
four months ago. Traversing 500 districts
in 30 states over 125 days, the manual
scavengers’ march, called the Bhim Yatra,
reached Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on 13
April 2016.
The Dalits had rallied under the banner
of Safai Karmachari Andolan (SKA) and their
cry of anguish, “Do Not Kill Us,” referred
to more than 22,000 unsung deaths of
sanitation workers every year—incidentally
acknowledged by the Bharatiya Janata Party
Member of Parliament, Tarun Vijay, in the
Rajya Sabha, just the previous month. With
tears ﬂowing down their cheeks and in choking
voices, several children narrated horriﬁc tales
of their kith and kin falling victims to this
noxious practice. The stories symptomised
a terrible paradox. While Ambedkar is being
lionised as a super icon, the people he lived
and fought for have to beg for their basic
existence.
Pervasive Hypocrisy
The Constitution of India abolished
untouchability but did nothing to change
the conditions that reproduce it. The
safaikaramcharis, who had marched to
Delhi, suffer untouchability in its worst form.
They are untouchables not only to the caste
Hindus but even to other Dalit castes. Gandhi,
notwithstanding his regressive views on the
matter, had rightly identiﬁed Bhangi (caste
JUNE 2016

The more than four-month-long
BhimYatra that culminated a day
before the 125th birth celebrations of
B R Ambedkar highlighted the pitiable
conditions of the most downtrodden
of the Dalits, the manual scavengers.
While there are a slew of laws to check
manual scavenging, they remain
largely on paper. The Dalit leadership
has also ignored the plight of manual
scavengers.

identiﬁed with manual scavenging) as the
representative of Dalits and posed himself as
one to make his point. He lived in a Bhangi
colony to show his love for them. It was
imperative that the state swearing by Gandhi
should have given top priority to outlawing
this dehumanising work and rehabilitating
people engaged in it. But it chose to dodge
the issue with its pet strategy of launching
committees and commissions which while
exhibiting concern about manual scavenging
also deferred dealing with it for 46 years.
This game had begun as early as 1949
and continues even today. In 1949, the
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then government of Bombay appointed a
committee, the Scavengers’ Living Conditions
Enquiry Committee, headed by V N Barve,
to enquire into the living conditions of the
scavengers and suggest ways to ameliorate
them. The committee submitted its report
in 1952. In 1955, the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) circulated a copy of the major
recommendations of this committee to all the
state governments and asked them to adopt
them. However, nothing happened.
In 1957, the MHA set up a committee
headed by N R Malkani to prepare a scheme
to put an end to the practice of scavenging.
The committee submitted its report in 1960;
it asked the central and state governments
to jointly draw up a phased programme
for implementing its recommendations so
as to end manual scavenging within the
Third Five Year Plan. Nothing came of these
recommendations too.
In 1965, the government appointed
another committee to look into the matter.
The committee recommended the dismantling
of the hereditary task structure under which
non-municipalised cleaning of private latrines
was passed on from generation to generation
of scavengers. This report also went into cold
storage. In 1968–69, the National Commission
on Labour recommended a comprehensive
legislation for regulating the working, service
and living conditions of scavengers.During
the Gandhi Centenary Year (1969), a special
programme for converting dry latrines to
water-borne ﬂush latrines was undertaken but
it failed at the pilot stage itself. In 1980, the
MHA introduced a scheme for conversion of dry
latrines into sanitary latrines and rehabilitation
of liberated scavengers and their dependents
in selected towns by employing them in
digniﬁed occupations. In 1985, the scheme
was transferred from MHA to the Ministry of
Welfare.

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in
May 1999) was given the task of rehabilitating
scavengers. In 1992, the Ministry of Welfare
introduced National Scheme for Liberation and
Rehabilitation of Scavengers (NSLRS) and their
Dependents but that too had little effect.
Criminal Neglect
Articles 14, 17, 21 and 23 of the Constitution
could be counted upon to stop the practice of
manual scavenging. For instance, Section 7A
and 15A of the Protection of Civil Rights Act,
1955 (formerly known as the Untouchability
(Offences) Act, 1955), enacted to implement
Article 17, provided for the liberation of
scavengers as well as stipulating punishment
for those continuing to engage scavengers.
As such, one could argue that there was
no need for the Employment of Manual
Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines
(Prohibition) Act, 1993. This act had received
the presidential assent on 5 June 1993, but
remained unpublished in the Gazette of India
until 1997. No state promulgated it until
2000.
Irked by the persistent inaction by the
government, the SKA, started by the children
of the Safai Kamgars in 1994, along with six
other civil society organisations and seven
people belonging to the community of manual
scavengers, ﬁled a public interest litigation
(PIL) in the Supreme Court in December
The minuscule community of the scavengers
is hopelessly fragmented, ghettoised at every
locale, detached from not only the larger
society but even the Dalit community.

In 1991, the Planning Commission
bifurcated the scheme: the Ministries of
Urban Development and Rural Development
were made responsible for conversion of dry
latrines and the Ministry of Welfare (renamed
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2003. The PIL called for contempt proceeding
against the government. The denial mode
of the various state governments had to be
countered by the SKA with voluminous data
during a 12-year battle that culminated in a
sympathetic judgment on 27 March 2014.
The Court inter alia directed the government
to give compensation of 10 lakh to next-ofkin of each manual scavenger who died on
duty (including sewer cleaning) since 1993.
The BhimYatra documented 1,268 such
deaths; only 18 of the deceased had received
compensation.
Parliament has also passed another act,
the Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and Their Rehabilitation Act, 2013.
But nothing has moved on the ground. While
the state governments had gone on denial
spree after promulgation of the 1993 Act, the
2011 Census of India found 794,000 cases of
manual scavenging across India.
The biggest violator of this law are the
government’s own departments. Toilets of
train carriages of the Indian Railways, for
example, drop excreta on tracks, which is
manually cleaned by scavengers. The Prime
Minister, who pompously declared India to be
scavenger free by 2019 as part of his Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, and spoke of getting a bullet
train network in India, could not even indicate
a deadline by which the railways would replace
all current toilets with bio-toilets.
Why This Apathy?
The lack of political will is evident in
the statement of the central government,
apparently in response to the SKA’s Bhim
Yatra, on 19 April that it could not receive data
from the states and would directly survey the
incidence of manual scavenging in the country.
It does not require much intelligence to surmise
that this survey would buy the government
another decade to wear out the struggling safai
karmacharis. But why should the government
that dreams of playing a leading role in world
affairs choose to live with such abiding shame?
It is not a very difﬁcult question. Political will
in India is informed by electoral logic. The
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minuscule community of the scavengers is
hopelessly fragmented, ghettoised at every
locale, detached from not only the larger
society but even the Dalit community. Unto
itself, the community is insigniﬁcant in the
electoral schema of any political party. The
only deterrence for the ruling classes is that it
is a national embarrassment—as untouchability
was for early reformers. Like untouchability,
the custom of manual scavenging is tied up
with the feudal culture, the threatening of
which meant incurring displeasure of the
majority community.
While understanding the ruling class attitude
to the problem is simple, more intriguing is
the apathy of the Dalit movement towards
the manual scavengers. The mainstream
Dalit movement has never really taken up
the issue of manual scavenging with any
seriousness. The pivotal strategy of the
Dalit movement has been representation.
Ambedkar struggled to get reservation in
politics and thereafter instituted it in public
employment (education being prerequisite
for employment). He expected that the Dalit
politicians would protect political interests
of the masses from the community and the
educated Dalits entering bureaucracy could
provide a protective cover for the labouring
masses. There was no direct engagement with
the material problems of the Dalit masses.
It is therefore that reservations became the
sole concern of the Dalit movement, which
has distanced from issues relating with the
labouring Dalits. The middle class that came
into existence among Dalits over the last seven
decades, virtually got detached from the Dalit
masses.
It is revealing that in the Bhim Yatra,
while Ambedkar was an imposing presence
as an inspiring icon, the “Ambedkarites”
were absent. Notable progressive individuals
registered their solidarity with the struggle of
the poor scavengers but the self-proclaimed
Ambedkarites were conspicuous by their
absence.
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Brazil:
Coup or Fiasco?
Immanuel Wallerstein,

Senior Research Scholar at Yale University,
(Courtesy: Common Dreams)

T

he President of Brazil, Dilma Rousseff,
has been suspended from her ofﬁce while
she goes on trial by the Senate. If convicted,
she would be removed from ofﬁce, which is
what is meant in Brazil by “impeachment.”
Anyone, even Brazilians, who have been trying
to follow the last several months of political
maneuvering may be excused if they are
somewhat confused by the many turns this
process has taken.
What is really at issue here? Is this a
constitutional coup as Pres. Rousseff has called
it repeatedly? Or is this a legitimate act of
holding the president responsible for grave
misdeeds by her and members of her cabinet
and advisors, as the “opposition” claims? If

the latter, why is this occurring only now and
not, say, in Rousseff’s ﬁrst term as president
before she was easily re-elected in 2015 by a
signiﬁcant margin?
Rousseff is a member of the Partido dos
Trabalhores (PT) that has been long led by
her predecessor in ofﬁce, Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva (Lula). One way to view these events
is to see it as part of the story of the PT - its
coming to power and now, quite probably, its
ouster from power.
What is the PT, and what has it represented
in Brazilian politics? The PT was founded
in 1980 as a party opposed to the military
dictatorship that had ruled Brazil since

“NO TO THE COUP! DOWN WITH TEMER!
DO NOT TOUCH OUR RIGHTS!”

CUT-CENTRAL ÚNICA
DOS TRABALHADORES DO Brasil - is the
largest trade union in Brazil. It is a very
important member of SIGTUR –Southern
Initiative on Globalisation and Trade Union
Rights. We give below the statement issued
by this Brazilian TU Centre.

I

n the plenary session of the Brazilian Senate held
yesterday, May 11, it was approved by a 55/22 vote
the admissibility of the impeachment of President
Dilma. She was removed from ofﬁce for a period of
up to 180 days for the process to be completed. We
reach a crucial moment of the most infamous coup
committed against Brazilian democracy since the
civil-military dictatorship was defeated in the early
1980’s.
CUT-Brasil is organizing, along with other
democratic-popular forces, represented by the
Brazil Popular Front and the People Without
Fear Front, a long resistance struggle against this
initiative of Brazilian conservative forces that use
the impeachment humbug to usurp power won
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at the ballot box by President Dilma, without her
having committed any crime of responsibility. This
is a coup d’Etat. By continuing the ritual prescribed
by the judiciary, senators, several of whom are
being investigated under suspicion of crime, have
condemned an innocent woman. This is unacceptable
and stains, shamefully, our republican history.
The coup was engineered by conservative forces,
instigated by the oligopolistic media and ﬁnanced by
national entrepreneurs who want to withdraw rights
from the working class and multinational companies
interested in the privatization of Brazilian companies
and natural resources, such as pre-salt deep sea oil.
It has been supported by reactionary sectors of the
middle class with their pathetic demonstrations and
its rite was formalized by the judiciary. This coup
was ﬁrstly conducted outrageously by a greatly
corrupt House of Representatives and is being
finalized now by the Senate. Most MPs in both
Houses have capitulated to the pressure of economic
JUNE 2016
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Dilma Rousseff has been suspended from ofﬁce and
her Vice-President Michel Temer has assumed ofﬁce
as Interim President, immediately appointing a farright cabinet.The situation may be summarised as
one in which the one honest politician was being
ousted by the most corrupt. What will happen then?
No one is sure. The rightwing politicians will ﬁght
among themselves for the presidency. The army may
decide once again to take power,
the coup of 1964. It was a socialist, antiimperialist party, bringing together Marxist
groups, large civil associations like the
Central Única dos Trabalhadores (CUT), the
Movimento dos TrabalhadoresRuraisSem Terra
(Landless Workers Movement or MST), and
Catholic movements of the liberation theology
persuasion.
From the point of view both of the military
and of the traditional Establishment parties in
Brazil, the PT was a dangerous revolutionary
party, which threatened the conservative
economic and social structures of the country.
The United States viewed its “anti-imperialism”
Workers’ demonstration
against new Cabinet on
May 17, 2016

power, becoming complicit in the breakdown of
democracy. Contrary to what the mainstream
media noises, claiming that political institutions
remain strong, this farce of impeachment reveals
an advanced stage of decomposition.
CUT-Brasil does not recognize this Temer
government and condemns it as illegitimate since
it betrayed the will of the majority of Brazilian
citizens that elected President Dilma with 54
million votes in 2014. Her government remains
the only one legitimately elected. Along with
other democratic popular forces represented by
the BPF and the PWFF fronts, we will resist any
attempts to criminalize social movements or to
JUNE 2016

as directed primarily at the U.S. dominant
role in Latin American politics, which indeed
it was.
The PT however did not seek power
through guerrilla insurrection but rather
through parliamentary elections, sustained
and supported by extra-parliamentary
demonstrations. It took four presidential
elections to bring ﬁnally a PT candidate, Lula,
to ofﬁce in 2003. The Brazilian Establishment
never expected this would actually happen and
never accepted that it could possibly continue.
They have devoted their energies ever since to
bringing the PT down. They may have gotten
their way in 2016. Historians

wwwnext page
withdraw rights from workers. We
will ﬁght the measures that have
already been announced aiming
at undermining labor relations
into precarious work, reducing
investment in social policies,
slashing wages and ending the
minimum wage appreciation
policy, privatizing state-owned
companies and overriding
constitutionally earmarked expenditure for health
and education, thus worsening the quality of
public policies. We will not accept that the working
class and the poorest sectors of the population are
burdened with more sacriﬁces. CUT-Brasil will also
oppose any initiative to give up national sovereignty
in the face of imperialist centers.
Brazilian workers will continue counting on
international solidarity and CUT-Brasil will continue
denouncing this illegitimate government and
demanding the restoration of democracy in Brazil.
NO TO THE COUP! DOWN WITH TEMER!
DO NOT TOUCH OUR RIGHTS!
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in the future may look upon the period 20032016 as the ﬁfteen-year PT interlude.
What in fact has happened in this interlude?
The PT in ofﬁce was something far less radical
than the opponents of the PT feared, but still
radical enough to have made them relentless
in their desire to destroy the PT, not merely as
the holders of the presidential ofﬁce but as a
movement with a legitimate place in Brazilian
politics.
If the PT was able to come to electoral power
in 2003, it was because of the combination of
the growing attractiveness of its program
and its rhetoric and the declining geopolitical
strength of the United States. And what did
the PT do with its time in ofﬁce? On the one
hand it sought to succor the poorest strata of
Brazil through a redistributive program known
as the Fome Zero (Zero Hunger) program that
included the Bolsafamilia (Family Allowance),
which did indeed improve their income level
and reduce the enormous inequalities from
which Brazil suffered.
In addition, Brazil’s foreign policy under the
PT marked a signiﬁcant shift away from Brazil’s
historic subservience to U.S. geopolitical
imperatives. Brazil took the lead in creating
autonomous Latin American structures that
included Cuba and excluded the United States
and Canada.
On the other hand, Brazil’s macroeconomic
policies remained quite orthodox from the
point of view of neoliberal emphases on
market orientations of governmental policies.
And the PT’s multiple promises to prevent
environmental destruction were never seriously
implemented. Nor did the PT ever carry out its
promises of agrarian reform.
In short, its performance as a left movement
was a mixed bag. As a result, groups within
the party and in its larger political alliances
were constantly defecting. This resulted in the
weakened position that made it possible in
2015 for the enemies of the PT to implement
a plan to destroy it.
The scenario was simple. It centered on
charges of corruption. Corruption has been
massive and endemic in Brazilian politics,
and important ﬁgures of the PT itself were by
no means exempt from the practice. The one
person not subject to such charges was Dilma
Rousseff. What then to do? The person who
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took the lead in the impeachment process,
President of the Chamber of Deputies Eduardo
Cunha (and an Evangelical Christian) was
himself removed from ofﬁce because he is
being indicted for corruption. No matter! The
process proceeded on the basis that Dilma
Rousseff failed in her responsibility to contain
the corruption. This led Boaventura dos Santos
Sousa to summarize the situation as one in
which the one honest politician was being
ousted by the most corrupt.
Rousseff has been suspended from
ofﬁce and her Vice-President Michel Temer
has assumed office as Interim President,
immediately appointing a far-right cabinet.
It seems almost certain that Rousseff will be
impeached and removed permanently from
ofﬁce. She is not the real target. The real
target is Lula. Under Brazilian law, no president
can have more than two successive terms.
It has been everyone’s expectation that Lula
would be the PT candidate again in 2019.
Lula has been Brazil’s most popular
politician for a long time now. And while his
popularity has been somewhat tarnished by
the corruption scandal, he seems to remain
sufﬁciently popular that he would win the
election. So the right forces will try now to
have him actually charged with corruption and
therefore ineligible to run.
What will happen then? No one is sure.
The rightwing politicians will fight among
themselves for the presidency. The army may
decide once again to take power. What seems
sure is that the PT is ﬁnished. The PT sought
to exercise its power as a centrist government,
balancing its program. But the serious budget
deﬁcit and the decline of world prices for oil
and other Brazilian exports has disillusioned
a large swatch of its voters. As in many other
countries today, massive discontent leads to
a rejection of normal centrist politics.
What a successor movement of the PT
might do would be to return to its roots as a
consistently left anti-imperialist movement.
This will be no more easy than it was for the
PT in 1980. The difference between 1980 and
now is the degree to which the modern worldsystem is in structural crisis. The struggle is
worldwide and the Brazilian left can either play
a major role in it or slip into global irrelevance
and national misery.
JUNE 2016
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CITU DENOUNCES THE MOVE TO INTRODUCE
FORCED RETIREMENT IN PUBLIC SECTOR
CALLS UPON THE WORKERS TO LAUNCH COUNTRYWIDE PROTEST

T

he Narendra Modi Government has issued directive to
the Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE) through
Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) to incorporate
punitive provision in their Conduct, Discipline and Appeal
(CDA) Rules/Service Rules empowering the management
with arbitrary authority to forcibly retire employees from
services in the name of “ensuring probity and efﬁcacy”. The
Government is so keen to doggedly implement the barbaric
provision of compulsorily retirement of employees that
CPSEs have been directed through written orders to the
effect that each and every CPSEs must incorporate such
changes in their Conduct and Discipline & Appeal Rules
and draw quarterly calendar to review the so called “probity
and efﬁcacy” of the employees and resort to compulsory
retirement and compliance should be reported to the
Department of Public Enterprises. Now the stipulation
is that this provision should be applied six months before
the employee concerned attains the age of 50/55 years
or 30 years of service as the case may be. Some of the
public sector companies like SAIL and BEML have already
incorporated such changes in their CDA Rules and workers
and their unions have already launched emphatic protest
demanding withdrawal of such retrograde provisions.
Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) condemns such
diabolic attack on the fundamental right of the employees
and denial of natural justice. In fact, existing service
rules of the CPSEs already contain enough provisions
to review performance, efﬁciency, probity and efﬁcacy of
the employees with appropriate measures to improve or
even punish, if required. The new regulation empowers
the employers with unrestricted and arbitrary repressive
powers to throw employees out of employment without
any opportunity of self defence. . In assessing the ‘probity
and efﬁcacy’ so much of discretion is vested with the
Executives that ill motive comes into play almost invariably.
Empowering management with the authoritarian power to
unilaterally assess the ‘probity and efﬁciency’ of workers
JUNE 2016

will, in effect, impose slavery on workers. And as such
this decision of the Government is going to suppress the
trade union movement. Anti-worker policy and attitude of
the Narendra Modi Government must be comprehended
from the introduction of this repressive regulation which
is integral to Modi-Govt’s project of so called labour-lawreforms aimed at demolition of existing Labour Laws.
Moreover, in the midst of the declaration of the Government
to go for ‘mega strategic sale’ of CPSEs, the instant move
also amounts to introduction of repressive private sector
culture in public sector units and also dubiously aimed at
miming the opposition of public sector workers to sell out
of public sector.
At the stipulated age of 50/55, employees attain
higher skill and experience and also reaches the stage of
highest social responsibility towards their family. Therefore
the decision of the Govt is bound to affect the availability
of highly skilled and experienced workers at the shop
ﬂoor. It will also affect operational efﬁciency of the CPSE
concerned. The directive of the Central Govt through
Department of Public Enterprises therefore questions
the very “probity and efﬁcacy” of those at the helms of
Governance issuing such retrograde directions. The
employees and also ofﬁcers of CPSEs must not accept
such atrocious change in their service conditions lying
down and must rise in protest against such retrograde
move of the Govt.
CITU while denouncing such retrograde anti-employee
decision of the Govt, demands immediate withdrawal of
such anti-workers directives issued through DPE. CITU
also calls upon the public sector workers and their unions
irrespective of afﬁliations to organize protest against such
directives of DPE and also against the PSU management
complying such directives in all the PSUs and prepare for
resisting any move of the management for such forced
retirement of employees whenever it occurs.
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Gauhati Division Insurance Employees’ Association
Diamond Jubilee Celebration Inaugurated

T

he year long celebration of the Diamond
Jubilee year of the Gauhati
Division Insurance Employees’
Association (GDIEA),the oldest
and largest organisation of LIC
employees of the NE Region,
commenced with a colorful
function in the premise of the
Guwahati Divisional ofﬁce of
LICI. The function began with
the hoisting of the ﬂag of the
Association by Biren Sarma,
President GDIEA. Ghana Kanta
Deka, the noted mass-singer
sang inaugural song. In the
function sixty baloons carrying
the flag of the Association
symbolizing sixty years of the
organisation were released in
the air by Asgar Ali Ahmed, a
senior LICI employee working
in the CAB, Guwahati.
Addressing the LIC
employees present on this occasion Satanjib Das,
President Eastern Zone Insurance Employees’
Association while warmly congratulating the
employees on the occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee Year briefly dwelt on the glorious
past of the organisation and the relentless
struggles it launched not only to improve
the salaries & service conditions of the LIC
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employees but also to defend and strengthen
the public sector insurance and
build up wider struggles in unison
with other sections of the toiling
masses in defence of democracy,
communal amity and against
all anti-workingclass and antipeople policies of the succesive
governments. He said that all
these struggles have made the
organisation what it is today.
Explaining the grave challenges
that lie ahead he called upon the
LIC employees to carry forward
the glorious legacy and heritage
of the organisation. Several
former leaders of the organisation
were felicitated in the function. A
special issue of the ‘BIMA KARMI
SAMBAD’, the house magazine
of the Association was released
in the function by Satanjib Das.
Such functions were held in all
the ofﬁces of LICI of Guwahati Division to
mark the beginning of the Diamond Jubilee
Year celebration of GDIEA. The celebration
will continue till 17th May, 2017 with varied
programmes like treeplanting, Seminar,
Trade Union Workshops, Cultural function, Art
Competition, Family get-together of the LIC
employees etc.
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24thDivisional Conference of ICEU, Kadapa
India strike a grand success. He
recalled the role played by Com
JV Subhasekhar as the General
Secretary, ICEU, Kadapa and
described him as the ‘man of the
organization’.
Zonal leaders Coms BB Ganesh,
Mehaboob, K Jayatheertha, J Suresh
and G Kishore Kumar also addressed
the conference and guided the
deliberations.

24

Divisional Conference of of ICEU,
Kadapa was held on 8-9, May 2016 in
Com JV Subhasekhar Nagar, Kadapa.
th

The conference started amidst slogans
‘AIIEA Zindabad, Com JV Subhasekhar Amar
Rahe’ with ﬂag hoisting by Com V Ajay Kumar,
President, ICEU, Kadapa. A huge rally of
activists started from ICEU Ofﬁce to the venue
Com JV Subhasekhar Nagar (Indira Bhavan).
The conference was attended by Com K
Venugopal Rao, President and Com Clement
Xavier Das, General Secretary and all other
ofﬁce bearers of SCZIEF. Speaking in the
conference Com K Venugopal Rao explained
in detail on various issues
ranging from the imperialist
machinations to the politics
of intolerance in the country.
He also spoke of the
cultural challenges before
us to preserve the unity
in diversity and the basic
plural characteristic of our
country.

The conference passed
resolutions demanding Special
Status to AP, minimum wages
to workers and minimum support price to
peasantry, recognition to AIIEA, and opposing
Transfer and Mobility proposals.
The 24th Divisional conference elected Com
MJA Baig, Com ARaghunatha Reddy and Com
V Ajay Kumar as President, General Secretary
and Treasurer respectively.
The conference was greeted by Com
ARamamohan, Com T Muralidhar Reddy, Com
K Sankar Rao and Com BVS Raju representing
CITU, Class 1 Ofﬁcers Federation, ICPA, AP
State Pensioners and Retired Employees’
Association respectively.

Com Clement Xavier Das,
Joint Secretary, AIIEA in his
speech dealt with issues
relating to the industry very
effectively. He appealed the
cadres to be vigilant about
the future challenges and to
make the September 2nd all
JUNE 2016
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LIC WOMEN EMPLOYEES CONVENTION AT JAMMU

N

orthern Zone Insurance employees’
Association women sub committee
of Srinagar Division representing women
employees of J&K held its annual convention

at Jammu on 7th of May 2016 .The convention
was jointly presided over by Com. Neelam
Sharma ,convener, Com. SushmaJamwal –coconvener,and members- Com.Rekha Rani,
Com. Alkiya Sharma.A large number of women
participated in the convention. The discussion
was held on various topics like Women
Reservation Bill, women empowerment,
women role in society and in organization. The
participants appreciated the role of All India
Insurance Employees Association in giving due

importance, respect and representation in the
organization to the women cadres.The AIIEA
has always encouraged the women to come
forward and play their active role in the society
and in the organizational activities.Com.
Neelam Sharma, convener of the women
sub committee elaborated the proposed
women reservation bill and condemned
the role of various political parties in not
passing the bill in parliament.She said to
improve the quality of life of women in
India and to bring them at par with the
men, it is very important that the said bill
is passed in the parliament at the earliest.
Others who took part in the discussion
are Com. SushmaJamwal,Com. Alkiya
Sharma, Com. Rekha Rani, Com. Sudesh
Gupta, Com. RuchiJamwal. The stage was
organized by Com. Shunaki Gupta.
The Convention unanimously elected a
new committee with Coms Neelam Sharma
as Convenor and SushmaJamwal and Nazima
Hasan Bhat as co-convenors.
The convention was addressed and guided
by Com Pawan Gupta, Divisional Secretary,
NZIEA, Srinagar Divisional Committee. The
program was very successful with large
participation of women comrades

Working Women Encouraging Camp” by Siliguri Base 2

R

emembering International Women’s Day,
Siliguri Br Base II of DIEA, Jalpaiguri
organised a programme & felicitated Mrs
Munmun Sarkar, the ﬁrst women Toto Driver
of Siliguri. Her journey with us started with
her spontaneous participation in Blood
donation camp organized by our base. In
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spite of being a house wife of a middle class
family, she always nurtured her dream of
doing something different. Her strong will
power, courage, and ﬁrm determination led
her to accept such a challenging job. In the
felicitation programme, she told how she
always extended her helping hands to the
wretched children and women of backward
classes. She also expressed her wish to
work for the children dwelling in the Railway
Platforms. She candidly confessed that her
dream of being an ideal for the wretched
and relentlessly struggling women has come
true. Encouraged by Munmun, another eight
women have chosen the profession Toto
Driver in Siliguri and they have accepted
Munmun as their leader .While she expressed
her feelings with all emotions, her protest
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against gender inequality with all assertions
she won hearts of the audience and created
a lot of encouragement among the women
employees.
On the occasion, the senior most women
agent of Slg Br.II Mrs. Ira Ghosh was also
honoured for her struggle. Com. Fullara
Talapatra, Asstt. Secretary, DIEA, Jalpaiguri
praised their struggle and emphasized on the
need of life and health insurance for the women

of unorganized sectors. Com. Anindita Sarkar,
Joint Convenor of Women Sub Committee,
and Com. Balaka Chatterjee presented the
statistics of unpaid women labourer all over
the world and also the importance of unity
of women for the recognition of their labour.
We hope that our endeavour of encouraging
women struggling for their rights and dignity
will be successful one day.

DIEA, Jalpaiguri : Seminars on Democracy &
Working Class across the Districts of North Bengal

D

IEA, Jalpaiguri organized Seminars at
12 centres involving 20 Base Units. The
subject of the seminar was “Democracy,
Fundamentalism and our task in the light of the
philosophy of the working class”. The seminars
were addressed by eminent personalities and
the leadership of DIEA, Jalpaiguri. Prof. Dr.
Shyamal Chakraborty, a leader of the science
movement, Com. Sridip Bhattacharjee, Vice
President of the Paschimbanga Vigyan Mancha
and leader of the Democratic Movement,
Com. Manabesh Choudhury, leader of the
peasant & democratic movements along
with Com. Debabrata Choudhury, General
secretary, DIEA, Com. Saikat Chowdhury,
Asstt. Secretary DIEA & Com. Dhrubajyoti
Ganguly, Vice President DIEA, addressed the
seminars. The Speakers discussed in depth
traveling through the history. The origin of
Earth, origin of life and then the arrival of
Homo sapiens were narrated and placed in
the seminars.
The Speakers also described how and
why the concept of state, private property
and family emerged in the history of human
civilization along with the invention of religion.
The speakers explained how the religious
belief gained the shape of a dangerous
organized Fundamentalist and Religious
force. In every civilization across the globe
these forces attacked the rational and
scientiﬁc thoughts with all possible brutality.
Abdul Latif in Islamic civilization, Geodarno
Brumo in Itally, Hypesia in Greek civilization
during 15 th Century or even earlier were
killed with severest brutality by the forces
of fundamentalism and the same tradition is
being followed by the fundamentalist forces
when Kalburgi, Davolkar or Panesar were killed
JUNE 2016

in the present-day India for expressing their
rational views. The seminars analyzed how the
forces of fundamentalism, both market as well
as religious, were launching savage attacks
on the democracy and almost every right of
the people laid down in the Constitution is
facing serious abridgment. The members and
cadres of DIEA, Jalpaiguri carried out a huge
task during last couple of months, in fact
campaigning door to door for the seminars.
In the present context of West Bengal, where
every sphere of democracy is under attack,
the response from the individual citizens and
various organizations were remarkable and our
efforts created lot of enthusiasm among the
democratic forces to ﬁght against the religious
& divisive forces and against the present TMC
dispensation.
The cadre of DIEA of some bases did not rest
and went back to the people after the seminars
to get feedbacks. The feedbacks received
were wonderful and highly encouraging for us.
An octogenarian person of Falakata, a small
semi-urban area, said that he got inspiration
to live more so that he can tell the people
the reality even at his age. Similar reactions
were received from the youth, students and
intellectuals also.
The speakers amply explained the rise
of hindu fundamentalism and later muslim
fundamentalism in 1939 after the publication
of Goalwalkar’s Book “We or our Nationhood
Deﬁned”. How RSS even re-written the Veda’s
script during ﬁrst half of 90s but claimed
that those were written 7000 years back and
have gone for a total distortion of history and
launched a perverted attack on the scientiﬁc
temper of the Indian society.
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CONVENTION AT BERHAMPUR DIVISION

B

DIEA as per the call of AIIEA to
defend LIC and Public sector
General Insurance organized
the Divisional level convention
at Rayagada on 15th May, 2016.
The Convention was hugely
attended by Insurance fraternity
encapsulating agents friends,
development officers, Class I
officers, our own comrades in
addition to a sizeable number of
leaders and cadres from fraternal
associations of banks, central and
state government employees,
CITU, educationists and policy
holders as well.
Com. Rabinarayan Mallick, former zonal
President, EZIEA, and one of the pioneers of
insurance employees movement in the state
of Odisha, as the distinguished Guest Speaker
, in his hour long address touched upon the
harrowing political and economic situation of
the country in addition to the calibrated attacks
of the capital , both foreign and domestic , on
the public sector insurance exposing the empty
slogans and rhetoric of the current Modi led
dispensation at the centre. He harped on the
united struggles of the working class and the
toiling people as the only forward to force the
Government to go on the back foot on their
arrogant economics and politics.
Dwelling on the raging country wide debate
on the notion of nationalism, he exhorted to
preserve our civilizational ethos of plurality
and diversity. He beckoned all to plunge into
the national strike on 2nd September, 2016
as per the calls of the Central Trade Unions
on the 12-points Charter of Demands to
agitate massively to mount pressure on the
Government to reverse its anti people and anti
working class policies.
Com. Pratap Ch Chaudhury, President,
B e r h a m p u r Wo r k e r s a n d E m p l o y e e s
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Coordination Committee (BEWCC), and an
eminent state leader of BEFI, as another
Guest Speaker, spoke on the attacks on
the working class in the name of the labour
reforms citing the new labor laws enacted by
BJP led Harayana and Rajasthan Governments.
Others who spoke and reiterated on the need
to join the campaigns and struggles included
are Com. Sunil Kar, Rayagada Coordination
Committee of Unions , Com. Susant Ku Dey,
LIAFI, Com. Gobind Rath, Development ofﬁcer,
Prabodh Rath, organizing secretary, BDIEA,
Com. Kishore Ch Mishra, Joint Secretary,
BDIEA.
It was a huge and get going convention
organized by Convenor, Com. AVS Giri,
Joint Secretary, BDIEA cum Base Secretary,
Rayagada, with Com. Nilamadhab Rath,
President, BDIEA, having presided over the
convention and Com. Amulya Prasad Meher,
General Secretary, having initiated the
brieﬁng of the Convention. Com. Krushna Ch
Pradhan, Treasurer, BDIEA, gave the vote of
thanks. The comrades of the Rayagada Base
Unit have clearly demonstrated their steely
resolve and commitment in ensuring the
pace setter campaign through this successful
convention.
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Dr. B.R AMBEDKAR JAYANTI AT SAMBALPUR

S

ambalpur Division Life Insurance
Employee’s Association (SDLIEA)
has joined the nation in celebrating
the 125th Birth Anniversary of the
great visionary Bharat Ratna Dr. B
R Ambedkar by taking up charitable
activity. A delegation of SDLIEA
led by Com.Trinath Dora, General
Secretay and Com.R.LDash, President
went to the Government run Tribal
Welfare School at Tabdabahal, a
residential School of more than
500 students,where a meeting was
organized to highlight the contribution of
Dr.Ambedkar towards making our society just
and equitable besides his seminal contribution
in drafting the Indian Constitution. The
meeting was presided over by Shri Makunda
Prasad Mishra, the Headmaster of the School.
The Chief speaker Com. MaheswarSandha,
General Secretary of Sambalpur District
CITU and joint Secretary,SDLIEA spoke that
despite all hardships Ambedkar went ahead
to bring about social reforms in the country
to ensure digniﬁed living for the oppressed

and the downtrodden.Com.Trinath Dora
also deliberated on the life and mission of
Dr.Ambedkar with special mention of the
hardship-social and economic-he faced in
his early years that made him resolute in
his determination to ﬁght out the social evils
prevailing at that time. Various competitions
were held among the children of the School
preceding the meeting and prizes were
distributed to the winners. An overhead tank of
1500 litre capacity was donated to the School
on this occasion.

Chennai doctor murder: Insurer shows ﬁne print,
refuses to pay; Ombudsman awards Rs 10L
By Rachel Chitra, TNN, May 8, 2016

W

hen neurosurgeon Dr S D Subbiah was
murdered in September 2013, it made
city headlines for weeks. What has so far gone
unreported is his family’s struggle to get an
insurance claim.
The insurance company with whom the
doctor had taken a personal accident policy
refused to pay up, citing murder as an
exclusion in the ﬁne print.After more than two
years of ﬁghting, the surgeon’s widow got the
insured sum of Rs 10 lakh in November 2015
after the insurance ombudsman ruled in her
favour.
On September 14, 2013, Dr Subbiah
was hacked outside his workplace, Billroth
Hospitals in RA Puram over a land dispute.He

The efficiency of an insurer can be
judged only on the basis of speedy
settlement of claims. It has become a
rule rather than exception to deny the
claim on flimsy ground by the private
insurer making the policyholder run
from pillar to post. The IRDAI has to
step in decisively to ensure that claims
are paid on time and take action where
they are denied on flimsy grounds.
died nine days later. While the case dragged
on, the insurance company , Royal Sundaram
Alliance Insurance Co Ltd, not only refused
to pay the insured sum of Rs 10 lakh, it also
asked the doctor’s wife to pay the insurance
premium.
Continued on Page 40
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v Globally there has been a downward trend
in the insurance sector. The Net income of
AssicurazioniGeneraliSpA, Italy’s biggest insurer,
declined to 588 million euros ($672 million) from
682 million euros [$777.4 million] a year earlier.
Zurich Insurance Group AG, Switzerland’s biggest
insurer, as at end of 2015, faces a decline in net
income by 28 percent to $875 million from $1.22
billion previous year. It is no different in 2016.
The ﬁrst quarter ﬁgures also are on the negative
side when compared with the same period of
the previous. Many companies to keep up the
market value are revising their annual target as
Munich Re has done.
v The uncertainty in the global market of insurance
in particular has sent a cold wave amongst the
global players, though most of them do not
show. A Report by Standard & Poor’s Global
Ratings suggests that global, diversiﬁed insurers
are best positioned to withstand the industry’s
top economic and competitive challenges.
The report states that geographic and product
diversiﬁcation will help global multiline insurers
(GMIs) to cope with challenges such as
prolonged low interest rates and increased
regulatory scrutiny.
v Nomura, Japanese ﬁnancial company, which
had picked up a 35 per cent stake in LIC Mutual
in 2009, hasfully exited the joint venture. This
is the tenth foreign fund house to exit Indian
mutual fund business. Earlier nine include
Fidelity, Standard Chartered, Morgan Stanley,
PineBridge, JP Morgan, Deutsche Bank and
Goldman Sachs. The shareholding pattern LIC
Mutual Fund, with assets worth Rs.13.156 crore
as at the end of March 2016, after the exit
of Nomura is : LIC – 45 per cent, LIC Housing
Finance – 39.3 per cent, GIC Housing Finance
– 11.7 per cent and Corporation Bank – 4 per
cent.
v The Bahrain-based arm of LIC International that
manages the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
markets has become the best among its eight
international subsidiaries in terms of new business
premium collection in 2015. The Bahrainheadquartered LIC International is present in
ﬁve (GCC) countries of Bahrain, Dubai, Kuwait,
Oman and Qatar. This subsidiary has contributed
over 80 per cent of the Corporation’s total
overseas business in 2015.
v The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDA)proposes not to go
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ahead with an earlier proposal to mandate that
25% of the corpus of unit-linked insurance plans
(Ulips) be invested by insurers in government
securities. In June 2015 vide its internal draft
circular the IRDA had mandated that at least
one-fourth of the funds collected through ULIPs
must be invested in government securities.
Demanding more ﬂexibility the Chiefs of insurance
companies along with Life Insurance Council
had asked for a review of this mandate.
v Non-life insurance industry in India sees a growth
of 13.88 per cent with a premium income of
Rs.96393 crore for the year 2015-16. While the
private sector has grown by 13.12 per cent
the public sector companies have registered
a growth of 12.14 per cent. With a premium
income of Rs.47717 crore the public sector
companies have a market share of 49.50 per
cent.
v The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) has granted special
approval to 23 Cross Border Reinsurers (CBR) for
the year 2016-17. This will allow Indian insurers
to make reinsurance placements with a large
number of reinsurers. Cross-border reinsurers are
those who do not have a physical presence
in India but carry on reinsurance business with
Indian insurance companies. The onus of
placing reinsurance business with registered
CBRs is on the Indian insurers or reinsurers and
they will have to ensure that the cross-border
reinsurer meets the requirements as speciﬁed by
the regulator. Within the country, the General
Insurance Corporation of India is designated as
the ‘Indian Reinsurer’ which entitles it to receive
obligatory cessions of 5 per cent from all the
direct non-life insurers.
v As many as six private insurers have got Foreign
Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) approval
for foreign investment proposals worth Rs
2,566 crore till February after the government
increased the FDI cap in the sector to 49 per
cent from 26 percent as on February 29, 2016.
To make the FDI ﬂow more and to ease the
process, in March 2016, the government further
relaxed the investment norms by permitting
foreign investment in insurance sector up to 49
per cent under the automatic route.
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m Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) cut its cash rate
from 2% to 1.75% a record low. The Budget of
Australia predicted the growth rate of dollar
value of the economy, known as nominal GDP
would suddenly rise from 1.4% last ﬁnancial
year to 2.5% this year to 4.25% next year
and then 5%, resulting in unrealistic revenue
calculations. According to an economist, if
the growth rate remains at 2.5%, the annual
budget deﬁcit would blow out to $56 billion
by 2019, far from the $ 6 billion forecast by the
Government. According to RBA estimates,
wage growth has dropped to an annual
rate of just 0.4% meaning a cut in real terms
compared to inﬂation.
m British Home Stores (BHS), which has debts
worth 1.3 billion pounds including a 571 million
pounds pension deﬁcit ﬁled for bankruptcy,
resulting in 11000 staff in 164 stores not only
losing their jobs but also at least 10% of their
pensions. Around 8000 employees who
have already retired will have their pensions
capped.
m According to European Central Bank, in the
ﬁnal three months of 2015, on a quarter by
quarter basis, real growth in euro area GDP
was just 0.3% and the growth for the ﬁrst quarter
of 2016 would be at the same level. Inﬂation
in the euro zone area was zero in March
compared with -0.2% in February.
m East Cleveland, Ohio has filed for federal
bankruptcy after Detroit. According to US
census ﬁgures, the population of East Cleveland
has declined from over 40000 in the 1970s to
17000 now. Median household income is just
$ 20,600, less than half the national average.
42% of population lives in poverty. More than
six out of 10 children, 62% are growing up in
poverty.
m Apple Inc., the world leader in market
capitalization has reported ﬁrst quarterly sales
decline in 13 years. Apple shares are down
by 26.26% this year. In 2003, when Apple last
suffered a quarterly sales decline, its market
capitalization (the value of its shares) was $ 5
billion. Today, the company’s market value is
well over $ 500 billion – more than a hundred
fold increase.
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m The US economy has shown a growth in GDP
of a mere 0.5% in the ﬁrst quarter of the current
year, the slowest pace in two years. In the
ﬁrst four months of 2016, US employers have
announced more than 2,50,000 job cuts, the
highest January- April total since 2009 crisis.
m According to a recent report, in Germany half
of the new pensioners in 2030 would receive
a substantially reduced pension. A large
proportion of current employees earn too little
to obtain a higher pension when they retire.
Germany has increased the retirement age to
67 as well as reduction of the legal minimum
pensions from 47.5% to 43.5% of average
income. Poverty amongst Pensioners has
grown 10 times compared to the rest of the
population since 2005.
m According to an annual survey released by
Institutional Investor’s Alpha magazine, the top
25 hedge fund managers earned $ 13 billion in
2015, an increase of 10% over 2014 when they
earned 11.6 billion, worst earning since 2008
crisis. The incomes of the top 25 hedge fund
managers place them all comfortably in the
top 0.1% of the society who lives in the world of
private jets, luxury hotels, multiple homes and
penthouses across the world.
m Malaysian government’s debt burden has
grown to around $ 7.5 billion or 2.5% of GDP.
Malaysian economy is expected to grow by
4.4% in 2016 which is well below the 6% growth
achieved in 2014.
m Russian economy is in recession for two years.
The World Bank has projected economic
decline of 1.9% in 2016 and expected to
grow by 1.1% in 2017. The Moscow based
Higher School of Economics predicted a total
decline in GDP between 2015 and 2019 of
8.1%. 40 million Russians, almost a third of the
population are currently in debt. The private
debt has more than doubled since 2008 and is
currently stands at 10.2 billion roubles (roughly
$ 159 billion). According to New York Times,
the % age of unpaid debts increased by 50%
in 2015 to reach $ 15 billion and real wages
decreased by 10%.
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q Philippines: Sacked export zone workers occupy
factory
Sacked workers from the Seung Yeun Technology
Industries Corporation (SYTIC) in the Cavite Export
Processing Zone south of Manila occupied
their factory on May 6 after picketing it for two
days. SYTIC management previously closed the
plant, dismissed all workers and then reopened
it, declaring that it would only rehire non-union
workers. The sacked electronic workers have said
they would continue the occupation to prevent
machines and tools being transferred to a nonunion location.
q Sri Lankan mine workers strike
Hundreds of workers at the Bogala Graphite
mine in Kegalle district, Sri Lanka stopped work
on May 10 over several demands. Workers have
begun a hunger strike inside the mine some
1,600 feet (500m) below the surface. They want
a 5,000-rupee ($US34) pay rise and provision of
uniforms and safety equipment. Management
claimed the mine could not afford to pay a wage
increase. Workers said they would continue their
strike until demands were met.
q Essential Energy workers strike again
Workers at the New South Wales (Australia) stateowned power distribution company Essential
Energy struck for 24 hours at over 100 depots
and control sites across the state on 11th May in
their dispute for a new enterprise agreement. The
action followed two four-hour stoppages in April
over the issue. Negotiations began 18 months
ago with the Electrical Trades Union (ETU). Workers
have rejected management’s enterprise “offer”
that includes the axing of 800 jobs over the next
two years and unlimited job cuts after 2018.
q Teaching staff in northwest England strike
Teachers in two schools around Manchester began
a strike on 10th May over threats of redundancy.
Staff at Swinton High School in Salford, members
of the National Association of Schoolmasters
Union of Women Teachers (NASUWT), began a
two-day strike while National Union of Teachers
(NUT) members at Prestwich Arts College began
a three-day strike. Two teachers at the art college
have been served with compulsory redundancy
notices to take effect in August.
q Continuing Norwegian hotel strike escalates
The strike by Norwegian hotel and restaurant staff
is now in its third week. Members of the United
Federation (Fellesforbundet) are seeking a pay
increase and for the right of the union to be
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able to conduct local negotiations with hotels
and restaurants. The strike continues to spread.
Currently there are around 7,000 employees from
nearly 800 hotels and restaurants on strike.
Support for Egyptian journalists’ protest
Delegations of doctors, lawyers and engineers
joined a protest on 12th May in support of journalists
outside the headquarters of the journalist union
building in Cairo. The journalists held a sit-in protest
against the arrest of two of their colleagues on
May Day, when police entered the union building
and took them into custody.
Ugandan hospital staff demand payment of
wages
Trainee doctors, pharmacist and nurses are on
strike at the Mulago Teaching Hospital, Uganda.
They are joining hospital workers across the
country demanding payment of months of
outstanding wages. Wages for interns dropped
last year from Sh800,000 ($240) to Sh600,000 ($180)
per month. The trainee doctors already live in slum
dwellings as a result of inadequate wages and
are now being thrown onto the streets unable to
pay any rent.
Zimbabwe rail workers have gone unpaid for over
a year
Workers employed by National Railway of
Zimbabwe are continuing their strike. Zimbabwe
Minister of Transport was reported to have said he
has accrued $3 million in resources to pay towards
their wages. In some cases, wages have not been
paid for over a year. The strike began in March.
The funding for wages has been raised from
some of the largest operations in Zimbabwe such
as Tongaat Hullet, the sugar cane grower and
reﬁner. The Zimbabwe Amalgamated Railways
Union said it was not aware of any money being
dispersed by the government for wages.
Strike by Haitian public hospital workers enters
sixth week
A strike begun March 28 by doctors, nurses and
maintenance staff at four public hospitals in Haiti
was still in force as of May 6, marking ﬁve weeks
that they have been out. The hospital workers,
who primarily serve Haiti’s poor, “have walked
off the job to protest a chronic dearth of even
the most basic medical supplies, dismal pay and
unsafe working conditions”.
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LIC MARKET SHARE 88% in Bahrain
In terms of the number of policies, LIC is having
over 88% of market share in Bahrain where around
60 life insurers are present. Bahrain-headquartered
LIC International is present in ﬁve Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries of Bahrain, Dubai, Kuwait,
Oman and Qatar. LIC also has eight overseas
subsidiaries - Britain, Fiji, Mauritius, Bahrain, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Kenya and Saudi Arabia.
185.75% expense ratio!
IRDAI has imposed fine on General insurer
Royal Sundaram Alliance Insurance Company of
Rs.40 Lakhs for several irregularities including selling
unapproved products and multiple violations of
agency licence rules; Max Bupa Health Insurance
Company - Rs.20 lakhs for several irregularities
including selling unapproved products, selling
through un-licensed entities and very long delay
in registering (not settling!) claims; Kotak Mahindra
Old Mutual Life Insurance Company - Rs.5 Lakhs for
repudiating group insurance claims. IRDAI has also
warned Bharti Axa Life Insurance Company which
has Expenses of Management (EoM) much above
the limits. The insurer reported EoM ratio of 185.75%,
184.88% and 181.59% for the years 2012-13, 2013-14
and 2014-15 respectively.
Gen. Ins. Prem. in EMI
IRDAI is now allowing to collect health insurance
premium in installments, to attract more people.
Currently, only life insurance premium can be paid
in parts. The facility is likely to be extended for car
insurance, as well. Insurance companies will have to
apply for approval of such schemes.
OTC products
Sources said the IRDAI is giving ﬁnal touches to
Over-the-counter (OTC) product rules, which will
allow insurance companies to sell simple products
without lengthy forms or documentation (and agents
too).
LIC, the leader
LIC continues to be the leader with 77% of total
market share as per IRDA data. LIC issued more
than 2 crore new policies as against 62 lakh policies
issued by private insurers for the period ended
March 2016. Its ﬁrst year life business grew by 24.7%
against 17.6% for private insurers y-o-y basis. Reliance
Life , Aviva Life and Aegon Life lost more than 25%
of their ﬁrst year business from non single policies.
(-BusinessToday-2.5.16)
Share of Agents
According to the annual report of IRDAI, share of
banks functioning as corporate agents for private
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insurance companies is 47.37% of individual new
business premium in 2014-15. Share of individual
agents came down to 35.73% from 39.68%. But, LIC
is concentrating mainly on individual agents and
their share in LIC’s business has rose from 95.86% in
2012-13 to 95.97% in 2014-15.
LIC starts good
According to the figures released by Life
Insurance Council, Indian Life Insurance Industry’s
New Business Premium has grown at 24.21% in April
2016. During the same period, LIC’s New Business
Premium collections have seen a growth of 64.1%.
Ulips & GSecs
IRDAI had mandated in June last year, in an
internal draft circular on investment guidelines,
that at least one-fourth of the funds collected via
Ulips must to be invested in government securities.
Life Insurance Council had met with the insurance
regulator to review the proposal. Hence, IRDAI
now proposes not to go ahead with the earlier
proposal.
PSUs insure Pvt. Ins.!
Private Insurers choose PSUs for the health
insurance of their own employees! At ICICI Lombard
General Insurance Co, they have always had a
policy of not insuring in-house since its inception.
Employees of Royal Sundaram this year are having
their health risks covered by National Insurance Co
Ltd. Even standalone health insurers like Star Health
and Allied Insurance and Cigna TTK Health Insurance
are preferring to scout around, before signing on
group mediclaim. “We have to go for the most
cost-effective quote. We have taken group health
insurance policies with Max Bupa Health on a few
occasions, but for many years now we have been
with public-sector insurers,” says Asish Vohra, chief
distribution officer, Max Life Insurance Co. Bajaj
Allianz General Insurance Co. also says that they
are not preferring their own company, instead they
choose the lowest offer.
No health ins. for 82%
As per latest data report of National Sample
Survey Ofﬁce (NSSO) on Health and Morbidity known
as ‘Social Consumption on Health’ conducted
during NSS 71st round (January - June 2014) there are
only 18% of people in urban areas of the country are
covered under any kind of health insurance scheme,
said Health Minister J P Nadda, in a written reply in
the Lok Sabha. Only 14.1% of the people are having
health insurance in rural areas.
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Apropos the editorial
‘May Day 2016’. The
workers across the globe
observed International
Labour Day on ﬁrst of
May. It was on Nov 11,
1887 four workers Parsons,
Spies, Fischer and Engel

were hanged to death for
demanding eight hour
working day. We salute
the four for their act of
sacriﬁce which gives ﬁllip
to our determination, grit
and conﬁdence. Until now
the global economic crisis
of 2008 does not seem to
abate. Paradoxically it was
the workers got the hit
and not those who were
responsible for the global
economic recession of 2008.
Millions of workers pushed in
to poverty and deprivation.
It is a tragedy that no
concern and sensitivity
are visible to the farmers’s

Private Insurer refuses to pay;
Ombudsman awards Rs 10L
Continued from Page 35
The only solace was that
Subbiah had taken another
policy, from LIC. “LIC paid
the money within15 days,”
Shanti said.In August 2015
she took up the matter with
the insurance ombudsman of
India.
The ombudsman observed
that the company was acting
i n c o n t ra v e n t i o n o f t h e
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India’s (IRDAI) rules with its
Rs murder exclusion.’ Royal
Sundaram Alliance was asked
to produce the IRDAI approval
for the policy . “It was found
they had modiﬁed the policy
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without IRDAI’s approval,”
said outgoing ombudsman
Virander Kumar. Since it was
a personal acci dent claim,
the insurer tried to repudiate
on the grounds that death of
the insured was not due to an
accident. “Their contention
was that the dominant and
primary intention of the
attackers was to murder the
insured and it therefore comes
within the ambit of Rs murder
simplicitor’ which is excluded
under clause 4(g) relating to
Rs culpable homicide’ of the
policy . We told them the above
mentioned exclusion clause
was removed from current
PA policies. However, they
refrained from informing the
same to the policyholder,” said
the ombudsman in his report.
Royal Sundaram Alliance did
not respond to calls and an
email from TOI.

suicide.Instead tackling
growing unemployment
and price spiral, there
is much talk about
nationalism. The workers
have to correct those who
view communalism as
nationalism. It is primordial
responsibility and duty
of the workers to unite
the workers, farmers and
students to defeat neoliberal
economic policies. The
article ‘offshore tax havens’
deserves appreciation for its
erudition on blackmoney and
tax havens.
K.Narayana Rao,
Bangalore

DONATIONS
Satna Division
Rs.2199
Com.B.Chandramouli,
PalacodeBr, Salem Rs.2000
Com.S.S.Ganesh
Vizag
Rs.1000
M.Bhaskar Rao,
Vizag
Rs.1000
Insurance Worker thanks
these comrades and Satna
Dvisional unit for their ﬁne
gesture.

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Month

Base2001

Base 1960

July
263 6003.21
August
264 6026.04
September
266 6071.69
October
269 6140.17
November
270 6162.99
December
269 6140.17
January
269 6140.17
February
267 6094.52
March
268 6117.34
Base 1960=Base 2001x22.8259
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