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 GROWING TIDE OF WORKING CLASS PROTESTS

The country has seen a growing tide of working class protests 

of late. The restrictions imposed on the democratic rights of 

the people, using the pandemic as a ruse, failed to dampen the 

spirits of the workers. Nearly one cror workers, peasants and other 

participated in the Jailbharo Satyagraha on 9th August 2020 – the 

famous Quit India Day – at the call of the Joint Platform of Central 

Trade Unions and Federations. Workers belonging to the organised 

and unorganised sectors, scheme workers, contractual workers, 

agricultural workers, peasants and a vast section of the toiling 

people joined hands on the Quit India Day against the disastrous 

economic policies of the NDA government. The working people of 

India have demonstrated in clear terms that the reckless policy of 

privatisation and liberalisation let loose by the Modi government 

in the guise of “Atmanirvar Bharat” is not acceptable to them. 

They have conveyed in clear terms that they need jobs, income 

security, more food grains, end to retrenchment, better health 

care and an end to the policies that favour the rich. The entire 

working class of the country rallied round slogans like “India Not 

for Sale” and “Corporate Loot, Quit India”. The joint mobilisation 

by the central trade unions at the historic Azad maidan in Mumbai 

(where the call for Quit India was announced in 1942) marked 

the beginning of a new phase of workers’ resistance.

The month of August saw the heroic two day strike of Scheme 

workers on 7th and 8th. Scheme workers, mostly women, working 

under various central schemes like National Health Mission (NHM), 

Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS), Mid Day Meal 

Scheme (MDM) and Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) went on two 

day strike braving all threats of termination and repression. Lakhs 

of workers, cutting across ideological affiliations held nationwide 
demonstrations on 18th of August 2020 on the demand “Save 

Public Sector, Save India” as an expression of solidarity to the 

Coal Workers strike on this day.  Prior to this, Coal workers had 

gone on a historic three day strike from July 2-4 against the 

government move to privatise the country’s coal industry and 

promote commercial mining and trading of coal by private sector 

including foreign entities. Earlier, there were widespread protests 

all over India on 3rd July 2020 as per the call of ten central trade 

unions and sectoral federations against the ruinous economic 

policies of the government, especially the proposal for wholesale 

privatisation of public sector undertakings, opening a range of 
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economic activities to the full blast of foreign 

capital and severe attack on labour laws. There 

were nationwide protests on 16-17 July against the 

disastrous move of the government to privatise 

Indian Railways. There are reports that a large 

number of women’s organisations are planning 

to hold protests all over the country on 28th of 

August demanding food, work, health services 

and for protection of democratic rights. One can 

therefore say that there is no section of the Indian 

people that is not in struggle.

The sweep and depth of the protests are a 

pointer to the misery of the people. The Indian 

economy was already in a mess before the 

pandemic. Demonetisation and the ill planned 

GST regime had already played havoc with the 

Indian economy. The pandemic, particularly the 

decision to lockdown a billion plus people at a 

mere four hours’ notice without any planning 

whatsoever, compounded the problems beyond 

comprehension. There is no sector of the economy 

that is not affected. The index of industrial 

production has declined from 16.7 per cent in 

the month of March to a huge 45.8 per cent in 

the months of April-May. The contraction in the 

industrial sector is too huge to be bottomed out in 

the near future. The government does not seem 

to realise that no amount of concession to the 

corporate sector is going to revive the economy 

unless there is demand in the economy. With 

poverty and unemployment at unconscionably 

high levels, demand cannot be increased without 

giving income support to the working people.  As if 

the loss of income and livelihood was not enough 

for the workers, the government has amended 

a whole range of labour laws in favour of the 

employer class making it easier for them to hire 

and fire workers at their sweet will. 
Agriculture is in distress. It is estimated that 

around 2000 farmers are quitting farming as a 

profession every 24 hours. The situation is bound 

to worsen. Farmers have not been able to sell 

their Rabi crops due to the lockdown. Now they 

do not have any money left for the Kharif season. 

A huge crisis is knocking at the door. Rather than 

attending to the urgent needs of the farmers, 

the government has instead chosen to issue 

three ordinances to throw agriculture open to 

foreign and Indian agribusiness and put an end 

to whatever meagre support farmers had been 

getting.  The 41% fall in gross GST collections for 

the months April-June are indicative of the crisis 

in the services sector. 

The worst impact of the crisis has fallen 

on workers and the marginalised sections. It is 

estimated that 120 million workers have lost their 

jobs due to the lockdown. The plight of migrant 

workers was beyond description. The situation 

today demands a serious intervention from the 

government to help the most impacted section of 

the people. It is unfortunate that at a time when 

government godowns are overflowing with surplus 
food grains to the tune of 104 million tonnes, the 

government is utilising these food grains to make 

hand sanitisers rather than using the food stocks 

to feed the hungry.  The government has turned 

a blind eye to the sufferings of the common man. 

Not only did the government offer little help to 

the people, but has sadistically used the crisis as 

an opportunity to carry forward its reform agenda. 

In the name of controlling the spread of virus, the 

government has used British era laws as a tool to 

restrict the democratic rights of the people. The 

government has announced economic reforms 

pushing the agenda of liberalisation, privatisation 

and globalisation. FDI limits have been increased 

in a whole array of industries including defence 

SåvÉ qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü oÉÄRûiÉå ÌuÉUÉåkÉ  mÉëSvÉïlÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
SÉæU SåZÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ  Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU LMü cÉÉsÉ 
Måü iÉWûiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ mÉU UÉåMü Måü 
ÃmÉ qÉåÇ sÉaÉÉL aÉL mÉëÌiÉoÉÇkÉ, ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü xÉÉWûxÉ MüÉå MüqÉ 
MüUlÉå qÉåÇ xÉTüsÉ lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå mÉÉL| MåüÇSìÏrÉ urÉÉmÉÉU xÉÇaÉPûlÉÉåÇ 
AÉæU TåüQûUåvÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇrÉÑ£ü qÉÇcÉ Måü AÉuWûÉlÉ mÉU, 9 AaÉxiÉ 
2020 - mÉëÍxÉ® pÉÉUiÉ NûÉåÄQûÉå AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉ Måü ÌSlÉ- sÉaÉpÉaÉ 
LMü MüUÉåÄQû ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ, ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU AlrÉ lÉå eÉåsÉpÉUÉå 
xÉirÉÉaÉëWû qÉåÇ pÉÉaÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ| xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ AÉæU AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ å§ÉÉåÇ 
Måü qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ, rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ, xÉÇÌuÉSÉMüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ, M×üÌwÉ 
´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ, ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü LMü oÉÄQåû 
uÉaÉï lÉå LlÉQûÏL xÉUMüÉU MüÐ ÌuÉlÉÉvÉMüÉUÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü pÉÉUiÉ NûÉåÄQûÉå ÌSuÉxÉ mÉU LMüeÉÑOû WûÉå WûÉjÉ 
ÍqÉsÉÉL| pÉÉUiÉ Måü MüÉqÉMüÉeÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå xmÉ¹ vÉoSÉåÇ qÉåÇ 
mÉëSÍvÉïiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü AÉiqÉÌlÉpÉïU pÉÉUiÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU 
qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU ²ÉUÉ AÇkÉÉkÉÑÇkÉ jÉÉåmÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏÇ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
AÉæU ESÉUÏMüUhÉ MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÇ ElWåûÇ qÉÇeÉÔU lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå 
xmÉ¹ vÉoSÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉiÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü ElWåûÇ lÉÉæMüUÏ, AÉrÉ 
xÉÑUÉ, AÍkÉMü ZÉÉ±É³É, lÉÉæMüUÏ xÉå ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉå mÉU UÉåMü, 
oÉåWûiÉU xuÉÉxjrÉ SåZÉpÉÉsÉ AÉæU AqÉÏUÉåÇ Måü mÉ qÉåÇ oÉlÉ UWûÏ 
lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ ZÉÉiqÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| SåvÉ MüÉ mÉÔUÉ MüÉqÉMüÉeÉÏ 
uÉaÉï CÇÌQûrÉÉ lÉÊOû TüÊU xÉåsÉ AÉæU MüÊmÉÉåïUåOû sÉÔOû, pÉÉUiÉ 
NûÉåÄQûÉå eÉæxÉå lÉÉUÉåÇ Måü iÉWûiÉ sÉÉqÉoÉÇS WûÉå UWûÉ Wæû| qÉÑÇoÉD Måü 
LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü AÉÄeÉÉS qÉæSÉlÉ qÉåÇ MåüÇSìÏrÉ OíåûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ 
xÉÇrÉÑ£ü ÃmÉ xÉå eÉÑOûlÉÉ (eÉWûÉÇ 1942 qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ NûÉåÄQûÉå MüÐ 
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production. Sectors such as coal and railways 

have been thrown open for private capital. 

Privatisation of public sector is being pursued 

with a vengeance. There has been unabashed 

declaration that the role of the public sector 

would be limited to a few specified ‘strategic’ 
activities and all other activities will be thrown 

open to the private sector. Eminent writer Prof. 

Yuval Noah Harari is absolutely right when he says: 

“Emergencies fast forward historical processes. 

Decisions that in normal times could take years 

of deliberation are passed in a matter of hours. 

…Entire countries serve as guinea pigs in large 

scale social experiments.” 

The moves to privatise the public sector 

insurance industry has to be seen in this broader 

context. The government has already taken 

measures to privatise public sector general 

insurance industry by divesting its shareholding 

in GIC-Re and New India. The Government has 

decided to list LIC to raise the much needed 

resources to fund the fiscal deficit.  The Department 

of Investment and Public Asset Management 

(DIPAM) under the Finance Ministry is reported to 

have finalised the engagement of pre-Transaction 

Advisors for assisting DIPAM in the processes 

related to the IPO of LIC. Insurance employees 

under the banner of AIIEA are naturally indignant 

at the efforts of the government to privatise the 

most successful public sector financial institution 
of the country. Insurance employees have amply 

demonstrated their anguish and dismay through 

their massive participation in the Save India Day 

on 9th of August and Save Public Sector Day on 

18th of August. The corporate controlled media 

may have ignored the protests of insurance 

employees at the dictates of its political masters, 

but insurance employees led by the AIIEA virtually 

laid siege to the social media platforms through 

their spirited campaign. 

The developing struggles and growing tide 

of protests point to the stubborn refusal of the 

working class of India to toe the official line. This 
is indicative of the resolute determination of the 

working class to fight the policies of neoliberalism 
being propounded by the ruling class today. 

Insurance employees will certainly be proud 

partners in this patriotic struggle of the working 

people of India in opposing policies that are 

harming the nation and its people.

´ÉqÉeÉÏÌuÉrÉÉåÇ Måü AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉ oÉÄRûiÉÉ euÉÉU
bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ aÉD jÉÏ) ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ Måü LMü lÉL 
cÉUhÉ MüÐ vÉÑÂAÉiÉ Wæû|

AaÉxiÉ Måü qÉWûÏlÉå qÉåÇ 7 AÉæU 8 iÉÉUÏZÉ MüÉå rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ 
´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ SÉå ÌSuÉxÉÏrÉ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ SåZÉÏ aÉD| UÉ·íÏrÉ 
xuÉÉxjrÉ ÍqÉvÉlÉ (LlÉLcÉLqÉ), LMüÐM×üiÉ oÉÉsÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ 
rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ (AÉDxÉÏQûÏLxÉ), ÍqÉQû Qåû qÉÏsÉ xMüÏqÉ (LqÉQûÏLqÉ) 
AÉæU xÉuÉïÍvÉ¤ÉÉ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ (LxÉLxÉL) eÉæxÉÏ ÌuÉÍpÉ³É 
MåüÇSìÏrÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ Måü iÉWûiÉ MüÉqÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ 
´ÉÍqÉMü eÉÉåÌMü erÉÉSÉiÉU qÉÌWûsÉÉLÇ WûÉåiÉÏ WæûÇ , SÉå ÌSlÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ mÉU cÉsÉÏ aÉDÇ AÉæU lÉÉæMüUÏ xÉå oÉZÉÉïxiÉaÉÏ 
xÉÌWûiÉ xÉpÉÏ iÉUWû Måü SqÉlÉ Måü ZÉiÉUÉåÇ MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ| CxÉ ÌSlÉ MüÉårÉsÉÉ MüÉqÉaÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ Måü 
mÉëÌiÉ LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ MüÐ AÍpÉurÉÌ£ü Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ, uÉæcÉÉËUMü 
xÉÇoÉ®iÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûiÉå  WÒûL, sÉÉZÉÉåÇ MüÉrÉïMüiÉÉïAÉåÇ lÉå 18 
AaÉxiÉ 2020 MüÉå SåvÉurÉÉmÉÏ mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMüL| CxÉxÉå mÉWûsÉå, 
MüÉårÉsÉÉ ´ÉÍqÉMü SåvÉ Måü MüÉårÉsÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
AÉæU ÌuÉSåvÉÏ xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ xÉÌWûiÉ ÌlÉeÉÏ ¤Éå§É ²ÉUÉ MüÉårÉsÉå 
Måü uÉÉÍhÉÎerÉMü ZÉlÉlÉ AÉæU urÉÉmÉÉU MüÉå oÉÄRûÉuÉÉ SålÉå Måü 
xÉUMüÉUÏ MüSqÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 2-4 eÉÑsÉÉD xÉå LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü 
iÉÏlÉ ÌSuÉxÉÏrÉ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ mÉU cÉsÉå aÉL jÉå| CxÉxÉå mÉWûsÉå, 
xÉUMüÉU MüÐ ÌuÉlÉÉvÉMüÉUÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü, 
ÌuÉvÉåwÉ ÃmÉ xÉå jÉÉåMü qÉåÇ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü EmÉ¢üqÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ Måü mÉëxiÉÉuÉ, ÌuÉSåvÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ÍsÉL kÉÑÇAÉkÉÉU 

iÉUÏMåü xÉå ÌuÉÍpÉ³É mÉëMüÉU MüÐ AÉÍjÉïMü aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ WåûiÉÑ 
oÉÉÄeÉÉU ZÉÉåsÉlÉå iÉjÉÉ ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ mÉU aÉÇpÉÏU WûqÉsÉå MüÐ 
aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ qÉåÇ SxÉ MåüÇSìÏrÉ OíåûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU 
xÉåYOûÉåUsÉ TåüQûUåvÉlÉÉåÇ Måü AÉÀûÉlÉ Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU, 3 eÉÑsÉÉD 
2020 MüÉå mÉÔUå pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ urÉÉmÉMü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ WÒûL| 
pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ UåsÉuÉå Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ Måü xÉUMüÉU Måü ÌuÉlÉÉvÉMüÉUÏ 
MüSqÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 16-17 eÉÑsÉÉD MüÉå SåvÉurÉÉmÉÏ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ 
mÉëSvÉïlÉ WÒûL| LåxÉÏ ZÉoÉUåÇ WæûÇ ÌMü oÉÄQûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ qÉÌWûsÉÉ 
xÉÇaÉPûlÉ 28 AaÉxiÉ MüÉå pÉÉåeÉlÉ, MüÉqÉ, xuÉÉxjrÉ xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ 
AÉæU sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÑU¤ÉÉ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÉå 
sÉåMüU mÉÔUå SåvÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ oÉlÉÉ 
UWåû WæûÇ| CxÉÍsÉL MüÉåD pÉÏ MüWû xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ 
eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉ LåxÉÉ MüÉåD uÉaÉï lÉWûÏÇ oÉcÉÉ Wæû eÉÉå AÉÇSÉåÍsÉiÉ 
lÉ WûÉå |

ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüÐ urÉÉmÉMüiÉÉ AÉæU aÉWûUÉD sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü SÒZÉ MüÉ 
xÉÔcÉMü Wæû| qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ xÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 
aÉÄQûoÉÄQû jÉÏ|  lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ AÉæU ZÉUÉoÉ iÉUWû xÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüÐ aÉD 
eÉÏLxÉOûÏ urÉuÉxjÉÉ lÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 
MüÐ oÉoÉÉïSÏ MüÉ ZÉåsÉ UcÉÉ Wæû| qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ, ÌuÉvÉåwÉ ÃmÉ xÉå 
ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ ÌlÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ Måü MåüuÉsÉ cÉÉU bÉÇOåû Måü lÉÉåÌOûxÉ mÉU 
LMü AUoÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉÇS MüUlÉå Måü ÌlÉhÉïrÉ 
lÉå xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉ xÉå mÉUå Måü xiÉU iÉMü oÉRûÉ 
ÌSrÉÉ| AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ MüÉåD pÉÏ ¤Éå§É LåxÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû eÉÉå 
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mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ lÉ WûÉå| AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü EimÉÉSlÉ MüÉ xÉÔcÉMüÉÇMü qÉÉcÉï 
Måü qÉWûÏlÉå qÉåÇ 16.7 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå bÉOûMüU AmÉëæsÉ-qÉD Måü 
qÉWûÏlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ 45.8 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü ¤Éå§É  
xÉÇMÑüÍcÉiÉ WûÉåMüU CiÉlÉÉ AÍkÉMü ÌaÉU cÉÑMüÉ Wæû ÌMü ÌlÉMüOû 
pÉÌuÉwrÉ qÉåÇ CxÉå CxÉ ZÉÉD xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉlÉå MüÐ MüÉåD EqqÉÏS 
lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU rÉWû oÉÉiÉ qÉÉlÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL MüiÉD iÉærÉÉU WûÏ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌSZÉiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü eÉoÉ iÉMü AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ qÉÉÇaÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
WûÉåaÉÏ iÉoÉ iÉMü MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû xÉåYOûU MüÉå SÏ aÉD ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ 
iÉUWû MüÐ ËUrÉÉrÉiÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå EPûÉlÉå qÉåÇ qÉSSaÉÉU 
xÉÉÌoÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ WûÉåaÉÏ| WûS xÉå erÉÉSÉ aÉUÏoÉÏ AÉæU oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ 
Måü xÉÉjÉ, MüÉqÉMüÉeÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå AÉrÉ MüÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ ÌSL 
ÌoÉlÉÉ qÉÉÇaÉ qÉåÇ uÉ×Ì® lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû| uÉæxÉå WûÏ 
´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL AÉrÉ AÉæU AÉeÉÏÌuÉMüÉ MüÉ lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ 
mÉrÉÉïmiÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÉ, ExÉ mÉU xÉUMüÉU lÉå ÌlÉrÉÉå£üÉ uÉaÉï Måü 
mÉ¤É qÉåÇ ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÐ LMü mÉÔUÏ ´É×ÇZÉsÉÉ qÉåÇ CiÉlÉå 
mÉËUuÉiÉïlÉ MüU ÌSL WæûÇ ÎeÉxÉxÉå ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ qÉeÉÏï 
xÉå MüÉqÉ mÉU UZÉlÉÉ AÉæU ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉÉ AÉxÉÉlÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû|

M×üÌwÉ xÉÇMüOû qÉåÇ Wæû| LåxÉÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû ÌMü WûU 24 bÉÇOåû 
qÉåÇ sÉaÉpÉaÉ 2000 ÌMüxÉÉlÉ ZÉåiÉÏ MüÉå urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ 
NûÉåÄQû UWåû WæûÇ|  ÎxjÉÌiÉ AÉæU pÉÏ AÍkÉMü ÌoÉaÉÄQûlÉå Måü AÉxÉÉU 
WæûÇ| iÉÉsÉÉoÉÇSÏ Måü MüÉUhÉ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ AmÉlÉÏ UoÉÏ MüÐ TüxÉsÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ oÉåcÉ mÉÉL WæûÇ| AoÉ ElÉMåü mÉÉxÉ ZÉUÏTü xÉÏeÉlÉ Måü 
ÍsÉL MüÉåD mÉæxÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ oÉcÉÉ Wæû| LMü oÉÄQûÉ xÉÇMüOû SUuÉÉeÉå 
mÉU SxiÉMü Så UWûÉ Wæû| ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉiMüÉsÉ eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüUlÉå Måü oÉeÉÉrÉ xÉUMüÉU lÉå M×üÌwÉ MüÉå ÌuÉSåvÉÏ 
AÉæU pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ M×üÌwÉ urÉuÉxÉÉCrÉÉåÇ  Måü ÍsÉL ZÉÑsÉÉ NûÉåÄQûlÉå 
WåûiÉÑ iÉÏlÉ AkrÉÉSåvÉ eÉÉUÏ MüUlÉå MüÉ ÌuÉMüsmÉ cÉÑlÉÉ Wæû 
AÉæU ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå eÉÉå jÉÉåÄQûÉ xÉÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ ÍqÉsÉ UWûÉ jÉÉ, 
ExÉå pÉÏ xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| AmÉëæsÉ-eÉÔlÉ Måü qÉWûÏlÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ xÉMüsÉ eÉÏLxÉOûÏ xÉÇaÉëWû qÉåÇ 41% MüÐ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû xÉåuÉÉ 
¤Éå§É qÉåÇ xÉÇMüOû MüÉ xÉÇMåüiÉ Wæû|

xÉÇMüOû MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÑUÉ mÉëpÉÉuÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU WûÉÍvÉL 
mÉU mÉÄQåû uÉaÉÉåïÇ mÉU mÉÄQûÉ Wæû| AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû ÌMü sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ Måü 
MüÉUhÉ 12 MüUÉåÄQû ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ lÉå AmÉlÉÏ lÉÉæMüUÏ ZÉÉå SÏ Wæû| 
mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ SÒSïvÉÉ ÌuÉuÉUhÉ xÉå mÉUå jÉÏ| mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉ 
AÉeÉ xÉUMüÉU xÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ 
uÉaÉï MüÐ qÉSS MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL LMü aÉÇpÉÏU WûxiÉ¤ÉåmÉ MüÐ 
qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû| rÉWû SÒpÉÉïarÉmÉÔhÉï Wæû ÌMü LåxÉå xÉqÉrÉ qÉåÇ 
eÉoÉ xÉUMüÉUÏ aÉÉåSÉqÉ xÉÉÄRåû SxÉ MüUÉåÄQû OûlÉ Måü AÍkÉvÉåwÉ 
ZÉÉ±É³É Måü xÉÉjÉ sÉoÉÉsÉoÉ xÉå pÉÏ AÍkÉMü pÉUå WÒûL WæûÇ, 
xÉUMüÉU pÉÔZÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÎZÉsÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ZÉÉ± pÉÇQûÉU MüÉ 
EmÉrÉÉåaÉ MüUlÉå Måü oÉeÉÉL WæûÇQû xÉæÌlÉOûÉCeÉU oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
ClÉ ZÉÉ±É³ÉÉåÇ MüÉ EmÉrÉÉåaÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU lÉå AÉqÉ 
AÉSqÉÏ MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ xÉå qÉÑÇWû qÉÉåÄQû ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû|

lÉ MåüuÉsÉ xÉUMüÉU lÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå lÉÉMüÉTüÐ jÉÉåÄQûÏ WûÏ 
qÉSS MüÐ mÉåvÉMüvÉ MüÐ, oÉÎsMü xÉÇMüOû MüÉå AmÉlÉå xÉÑkÉÉU 
LeÉåÇQåû MüÉå AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå Måü AuÉxÉU Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| uÉÉrÉUxÉ Måü mÉëxÉÉU MüÉå ÌlÉrÉÇÌ§ÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü lÉÉqÉ 
mÉU, xÉUMüÉU lÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉå 
mÉëÌiÉoÉÇÍkÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌoÉëÌOûvÉ rÉÑaÉ Måü MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU lÉå ESÉUÏMüUhÉ, ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
AÉæU uÉæµÉÏMüUhÉ Måü LeÉåÇQåû MüÉå AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå AÉÍjÉïMü 

xÉÑkÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ Wæû| U¤ÉÉ EimÉÉSlÉ xÉÌWûiÉ E±ÉåaÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ LMü mÉÔUÏ ´É×ÇZÉsÉÉ qÉåÇ LTüQûÏAÉD xÉÏqÉÉ oÉÄRûÉD aÉD 
Wæû| MüÉårÉsÉÉ AÉæU UåsÉuÉå eÉæxÉå ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌlÉeÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü 
ÍsÉL ZÉÑsÉÉ NûÉåÄQû ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÉ 
mÉëÌiÉvÉÉåkÉ Måü sÉ£rÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ 
Wæû| ÌoÉsMÑüsÉ xmÉ¹ AÌQûaÉ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüU SÏ aÉD Wæû ÌMü 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ MÑüNû ÌlÉÌSï¹  MÔüOûlÉÏÌiÉMü 
aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ iÉMü WûÏ xÉÏÍqÉiÉ UWåûaÉÏ AÉæU AlrÉ xÉpÉÏ 
aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉrÉÉÇ ÌlÉeÉÏ ¤Éå§É Måü ÍsÉL mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû xÉå ZÉÉåsÉ SÏ 
eÉÉLÇaÉÏ| mÉëZrÉÉiÉ sÉåZÉMü mÉëÉå. rÉÑuÉsÉ lÉÔWû WûUÉUÏ MüÉ MüWûlÉÉ 
ÌoÉsÉMÑüsÉ xÉWûÏ Wæû, eÉoÉ uÉå MüWûiÉå WæûÇ: ``AÉmÉÉiÉMüÉsÉ qÉåÇ 
LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉLÇ mÉsÉ qÉåÇ WûÉå eÉÉiÉÏ WæûÇ| LåxÉå ÌlÉhÉïrÉ 
eÉÉå xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ xÉqÉrÉ qÉåÇ uÉwÉÉåïÇ Måü ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï Måü EmÉUÉÇiÉ 
WûÉåiÉå, MÑüNû WûÏ bÉÇOûÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉÉËUiÉ WûÉå eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ|...xÉÉUå Måü 
xÉÉUå SåvÉÉåÇ MüÉ ClÉ oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå Måü xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü mÉërÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÍsÉL oÉsÉÏ Måü oÉMüUå Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ mÉërÉÉåaÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû|''

xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü å§É Måü oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ Måü 
MüSqÉÉåÇ MüÉå CxÉ urÉÉmÉMü xÉÇSpÉï qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| 
xÉUMüÉU lÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏ eÉÏAÉDxÉÏ UÏ AÉæU lrÉÔ CÇÌQûrÉÉ 
qÉåÇ AmÉlÉÏ ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ MüÉå iÉÉåÄQû MüU ÌuÉÌlÉuÉåÍvÉiÉ MüUMåü 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü å§É Måü xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ oÉÏqÉÉ E±ÉåaÉ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
MüÉ UÉxiÉÉ ZÉÉåsÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU lÉå UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ bÉÉOåû 
MüÉå ÌlÉÍkÉ SålÉå Måü ÍsÉL AÉuÉvrÉMü xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå eÉÑOûÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL LsÉAÉDxÉÏ MüÉå xÉÔcÉÏoÉ® MüUlÉå MüÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ 
ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû| ÌuÉ¨É qÉÇ§ÉÉsÉrÉ Måü iÉWûiÉ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ AÉæU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
xÉÇmÉÍ¨É mÉëoÉÇkÉlÉ ÌuÉpÉÉaÉ (QûÏAÉDmÉÏLLqÉ) MüÉå LsÉAÉDxÉÏ 
Måü AÉDmÉÏAÉå xÉå xÉÇoÉÇÍkÉiÉ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ QûÏAÉDmÉÏLLqÉ 
MüÐ xÉWûÉrÉiÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL mÉÔuÉï-sÉålÉ-SålÉ xÉsÉÉWûMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ 
ÌlÉrÉÑÌ£ü MüÉå AÇÌiÉqÉ ÃmÉ SålÉå MüÐ xÉÔcÉlÉÉ mÉëÉmiÉ WûÉå UWûÏ Wæû| 
SåvÉ Måü xÉoÉxÉå xÉTüsÉ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü å§É Måü ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉ 
Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ Måü xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉërÉÉxÉÉåÇ mÉU LAÉDAÉDDL 
Måü oÉælÉU iÉsÉå oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ xuÉÉpÉÉÌuÉMü ÃmÉ xÉå lÉÉUÉeÉ 
WæûÇ| oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ lÉå 9 AaÉxiÉ MüÉå pÉÉUiÉ oÉcÉÉAÉå 
ÌSuÉxÉ AÉæU 18 AaÉxiÉ MüÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É ÌSuÉxÉ mÉU 
AmÉlÉÏ ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ pÉÉaÉÏSÉUÏ Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå AmÉlÉÏ mÉÏÄQûÉ 
AÉæU ÌlÉUÉvÉÉ MüÉ mÉëSvÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| MüÊmÉÉåïUåOû ÌlÉrÉÇÌ§ÉiÉ 
qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ lÉå AmÉlÉå UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü AÉMüÉAÉåÇ Måü AÉSåvÉÉåÇ mÉU 
oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüÉå lÉeÉUAÇSÉeÉ ÌMürÉÉ WûÉå 
xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû, sÉåÌMülÉ LAÉDAÉDDL Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ uÉÉsÉå oÉÏqÉÉ 
MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ lÉå AmÉlÉå EixÉÉWûÏ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå 
xÉÉåvÉsÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ msÉåOûTüÉqÉÉåïÇ MüÉå ZÉÔoÉ bÉåUÉ Wæû|

ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ WûÉåiÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï AÉæU ÌuÉUÉåkÉ Måü oÉÄRûiÉå euÉÉU 
pÉÉUiÉ Måü qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü CxÉ ÌlÉ¶ÉrÉ MüÐ AÉåU CvÉÉUÉ MüU 
UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü uÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÐ WûU qÉÇvÉÉ MüÉå EZÉÉÄQû TåüÇMåüÇaÉå| 
rÉWû AÉeÉ Måü vÉÉxÉMü uÉaÉï ²ÉUÉ mÉëÌiÉmÉÉÌSiÉ MüÐ eÉÉ UWûÏ 
lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉS MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉÄeÉSÕU uÉaÉï 
Måü SØÄRû xÉÇMüsmÉ MüÉ ±ÉåiÉMü Wæû| oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉUÏ ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ 
ÃmÉ xÉå UÉ·í AÉæU ExÉMåü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÉlÉå 
uÉÉsÉÏ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ Måü ´ÉqÉeÉÏÌuÉrÉÉåÇ Måü 
CxÉ SåvÉpÉÌ£ümÉÔhÉï xÉÇbÉwÉï qÉåÇ aÉuÉï Måü xÉÉjÉ pÉÉaÉÏSÉU WûÉåÇaÉå|
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AIIEA  SECRETARIAT  

DECIDES TO

The Secretariat of AIIEA met through video 

conferencing on 02 August 2020. The online 

Secretariat meeting was called to take stock of 

developments within and outside the industry, to 

decide the future course of action on the issue 

of wage revision and devise ways and means 

for further consolidation of the organization at 

all levels. This meeting was participated by all 

members of Secretariat except Com Surajit Das, 

General Secretary, EZGIEA who could not attend 

due to health reasons.  The Secretariat Meeting 

had the benefit of the presence and guidance of 
Coms Amanulla Khan and K.Venu Gopal.

The Secretariat noted that the Covid 19 

pandemic has resulted in a collapse of the 

global economic activity. It has in fact, exposed 

beyond any shade of doubt that capitalism with 

its exclusive reliance on free market has failed to 

address the genuine concerns of the people.  The 

World Bank, the Secretariat noted, had reported 

that the global economy faces the deepest 

recession in 80 years. The Bank has forecast a 

5.2 per cent contraction in global GDP in 2020.  

The Secretariat noted that the IMF had also 

made similar projections about the contraction 

of the global economy. The Secretariat noted 

that the Indian economy was already in deep 

trouble because of the self-inflicted injuries of 

demonetisation and an ill planned GST regime. The 

Covid-19 pandemic and the sudden declaration 

of lockdown have compounded the problems 

still further. India’s economic growth stood at an 

estimated 4.2 per cent in 2019-20, the lowest in the 

last eleven years. However, the growth projections 

for current year by various global and domestic 

agencies indicate a sharp contraction of Indian 

economy ranging from (-) 3.2 per cent to (-) 9.5 

per cent. The worst impact of this crisis has fallen 

on the workers and marginalised sections of the 

society.  The Secretariat noted with dismay that 

rather than standing by the side of the poor 

and needy the government is using this crisis 

to push forward its neoliberal agenda. There is 

a massive attack on the rights of the workers 

and labour laws are also changed to condemn 

the workers to the slavery of capital. The Prime 

Minister of India himself says that ‘he can see an 
opportunity in this crisis’. Utilising the crisis as an 

opportunity, the government has laid out a road 

map for privatising all the public sector enterprises. 

Important sectors of the economy like financial 
sector, ports, mines, space, defence, railways 

etc. are being opened fully for exploitation of 

private capital. The government which speaks 

of Atmanirbhar Bharat has become critically 

dependent on foreign capital.

Intensify campaign and  agitation  

against  LIC Listing and IPO

Mobilise public opiniondemanding 

Consolidation of PSGI Companies

Deepen and broaden struggle 

against the policy of Privatisation               

of PSUs

Press the demand of immediate 

resumption of Wage Negotiations

Consolidate the Organisation          

at all levels
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The Secretariat felt that LIC was performing 

spectacularly well even in these troubled times. 

The LIC has registered a growth of 25.17% in its first 
year premium by mobilising highest ever figure of 
Rs.1,77,977.07 crore in the financial year 2019-20. 
LIC’s Pension and Group Business created a history 

by crossing the magical figure of one lakh crore 
and mobilising Rs.1,26,696.21 crore and showing 

a growth of 39.46%. The Corporation collected 

a total premium income of Rs. 3,79,062.56 crore 

in the financial year clocking a growth rate of 
12.42%. The LIC’s gross total income grew to Rs. 

6,15,882.94 crore showing a growth of 9.83%. Total 

Assets of the Corporation stood at Rs. 31,96,214.81 

crore as at 31.03.2020. The Secretariat was critical 

of the fact that despite such stellar performance 

by the LIC, the government of India was going 

ahead with the decision to list LIC in the stock 

exchange through an Initial Public Offering (IPO). 

Now utilising the pandemic induced crisis as an 

opportunity, the government has begun the 

process of inviting and selecting transactional 

advisors to advise the government. According 

to media reports, the government seems to have 

selected Deloitte Touché Tohmatsu and Edelweiss 

Financial Services as advisors. The AIIEA viewed 

this as the first step towards privatisation. The 
AIIEA along with other two members of the Joint 

Front has written to the Finance Minister not to 

go ahead with the disinvestment process of LIC. 

The Joint Front has also written to the heads of 

all major political parties seeking support for our 

struggle. The government however intends to raise 

around Rs.1 lakh crore by selling between 5 to 10 

per cent of its stake in LIC. Media reports indicate 

that the government is expected to hit the market 

with the IPO in the last quarter of the financial 
year. The Secretariat felt that our campaign and 

struggle against LIC’s listing and disinvestment 

needs to be intensified. 
The Secretariat commended the performance 

of Public Sector General Insurance Companies 

(PSGI). Twentyfive General Insurance companies 

(excluding the seven standalone health insurance 

companies and two specialised insurance 

companies) operating in India have ended up 

with a negative growth of 6% up to the month 

of June 2020. The four PSGI companies however 

could minimise their negative growth to 1.41% 

even during this lockdown period. Market share 

of these four PSGI companies is 47.93%. The 

Secretariat did not approve of the decision of 

the Union Cabinet to cease the merger of three 

public sector general insurance companies. 

While the government can go ahead with the 

consolidation of the banking sector even during 

the pandemic, there is absolutely no reason why 

the government should cease merger process of 

PSGI companies, averred the Secretariat. Calling 

the decision of the government suspect and 
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companies. The Secretariat decided to continue 

our struggle demanding the merger of all the 

four companies (including New India) and try to 

expand unity in general insurance on this issue 

and remain prepared for a grim battle against 

Disinvestment of PSGI Companies also.

The Secretariat noted its dissatisfaction over 

the inordinate delay in settlement of the wage 

revision issue in LIC and PSGI Companies. The 

Secretariat was particularly unhappy that till 

date the GIPSA management had not come 

out with any concrete offer in PSGI companies. 

The meeting decided that both LIC and GIPSA 

management had to be told in no uncertain terms 

that the issue cannot brook any further delay and 

the managements had to resume negotiations 

with concrete offers. 

The Secretariat noted with satisfaction that 

struggles today are developing in every sector. 

Restrictions placed to prevent the spread of 

the virus and the lockdown conditions have not 

deterred workers to launch struggles through 

innovative methods. Coal workers have gone on 

1. To launch wide campaign amongst the employees and other stake holders against the 

destructive proposal of the government to list LIC in the stock exchange. The campaign and 

mobilization had to see to it that our policy holders were given necessary confidence that the 
vigilant trade union movement in LIC would continue to protect their interests. Our campaign 

should seek support of the Policy Holders in our struggle.

2.  To campaign widely among academicians, intellectuals and opinion makers in the society and 

request them to take up our cause in right earnest.

3.  To write letters to the Presidents/ Heads of all political parties requesting them to oppose LIC’s 

listing and disinvestment in the floor of Parliament if and when the LIC Amendment Bill was 
placed for consideration.

4.  To Observe 9th August 2020- the Quit India Day- as Save Public Sector LIC/ PSGI Day and hold 

programmes keeping physical distancing norms in view.

5.  To Observe 18th August 2020 as Save Public Sector Day and express solidarity with the striking 

coal workers.

6.  To go on a One Day Strike immediately if the government brings in any Bill to amend the LIC Act 

or brings any Ordinance to dilute its equity holdings in the LIC.

7.  To leave no stone unturned to deepen and broaden the struggle against privatization of PSUs 

in general and privatization of public sector insurance in particular.

8.  To approach other unions in LIC and General Insurance for a common understanding on struggle 

against LIC IPO and wage revision

9.  To continue with our campaign on the demand of Merger of all four PSGI Companies including 

New India and remain prepared for a grim battle against Disinvestment of PSGI Companies.

10. To press for resumption of wage negotiations in LIC with improved offers and immediate 

commencement of negotiations in PSGI companies with concrete offers.

11. To work to strengthen the Organisation at all levels and hold Trade Union Classes from All India 

to Branch level. Efforts will be made to hold All India level Trade Union Classes during the second 

fortnight of August.

a three-day historic strike in July; they are planning 

one more Strike on the 18th of this month. Electricity 

workers, Anganwadi workers, Aasha workers, 

lawyers, doctors are on the path of struggle. The 

Secretariat was happy to note that the National 

Platform of Central Trade Unions along with 

sectoral federations and associations has decided 

to observe 9th August- the Quit India Day- as Save 

India Day. The meeting also appreciated that 

the platform has decided to hold countrywide 

solidarity actions in all workplaces on 18th August, 

the day the Coal workers go on strike against the 

allotment of coal blocks for private commercial 

mining. The Secretariat was of the considered 

opinion that there was a grand possibility of 

forming grand alliances against the destructive 

policies of the government.

In this situation, the Secretariat took the 

following important decisions: The Secretariat 

expressed confidence that the program of 

campaign and agitation as decided above will 

have overwhelming response from all sections of 

the employees in the insurance industry.
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The leadership of Federation of LIC Class I 

Officers’ Associations, National Federation 

of Insurance Field Workers of India and All India 

Insurance Employees’ Association met through 

video conferencing on 05.08.2020 to discuss issues 

relating to the insurance industry, issues of the LIC 

employees and decide the future course of action. 

Covid 19 and Issues related to Employees: 

The meeting felt that the Covid 19 pandemic 

had given rise to an unprecedented crisis. The crisis 

had already started impinging on the economy and 

the insurance industry. The meeting appreciated 

that even in trying circumstances LIC had been 

performing admirably well as reflected in the final 
business figures as of 31 March 2020. The meeting 

exuded confidence that in the medium and long 
term LIC’s business would pick up momentum 

and LIC would be able to retain its pre-eminent 

position in the insurance industry. The meeting felt 

that this had been possible due to the unwavering 

commitment of its workforce even in the face 

of gigantic challenges. The meeting was of the 

considered opinion that three constituents of the 

Joint Front together represent an overwhelmingly 

large section of the workforce of LIC and it was their 

legitimate right to be taken into confidence by the 
LIC management on issues related to the institution 

and the employees.  The meeting however 

expressed its concern that LIC management did 

not appear to be having a proper appreciation of 

the difficult situation under which the employees 
were working. This was reflected in the inexplicable 
silence of the management on issues related to a 

fair and justifiable treatment of absence during 
the pandemic period. The meeting was of the 

opinion that the silence of the management on 

this important issue defies explanation at a time 
when analogous financial institutions and even 
the Government of India have come up with clear 

cut instructions. The meeting also expressed its 

concern that the instructions of the Central Office 
are not being implemented in letter and spirit in 

some places and contrary instructions are being 

issued. The marketing officials with scheme VI car 
are instructed to attend the office daily, irrespective 

THE JOINT FRONT DECIDES ONE DAY STRIKE 

if LIC Act is amended or Ordinance                              

promulgated   to fecilitate   LIC IPO
of the local situations and in some Divisions all 

class-1 officers are asked to attend, contrary to 
the instructions of the local administrations. This is 

exposing the employees and officers to the risks 
posed by Corona virus. 

The meeting was also dismayed that the LIC 

management was turning a blind eye to the 

growing incidence of Covid positive cases among 

the workforce all over India. Covid treatment 

is a prohibitively expensive proposition. PPE kits 

form an important and costly component of the 

treatment protocols. The amount billed for the 

PPE kits are being disallowed by TPA/ GIC on the 

plea that these are non medical items. Employees 

affected with Covid are left high and dry in a state 

of absolute helplessness.  Given the exorbitant cost 

of Corona treatment, it was felt that LIC had to act 

in a proactive manner in attending to the genuine 

health concerns of the employees in keeping 

with the traditions of a model employer. We have 

already demanded for suitable amendments 

in the existing mediclaim scheme or alternative 

arrangements for which no response has come 

so far.  The meeting decided to take up these 

issues with the management in all seriousness. 

The meeting was further of the opinion that LIC 

management should review the eligibility criteria 

for payment of different allowances and fringe 

benefits payable to the class of Development 

Officers based on certain performance norms 

considering the present pandemic situation.  

The meeting also noted with concern that a 

large number of employees including Development 

Officers are being drafted for Covid duties in 

Bangalore.  Even employees nearing retirement 

and those with co-morbidities are being asked to 

join Covid duties for unspecified duration.  The LIC 
being a financial institution and having to compete 
with 23 other private players must take up this issue 

with the concerned authorities in order to protect 

interests of both the employees and the institution.  

This issue must be taken up with the authorities with 

the urgency it requires. 

Listing of LIC: 

The Joint Front was critical of the fact that 
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despite commendable performance by LIC, the 

government of India was going ahead with the 

decision to list LIC in the stock exchange through 

an Initial Public Offering (IPO). Now utilising the 

pandemic induced crisis as an opportunity, the 

government has begun the process of inviting 

and selecting transactional advisors to advise the 

government. As per the reports, the transactional 

advisors have already been selected. The 

meeting noted that the Government intends to 

raise around Rs.1 lakh crore by selling between 

5 to 10 per cent of its stake in LIC. Media reports 

indicate that the government is expected to hit 

the market with the IPO in the last quarter of the 

financial year. The Joint Front viewed this as the first 
step towards privatization of the most successful 

financial institution in the country. The meeting 
of the Joint Front expressed its unhappiness that 

the Finance Minister has not even acknowledged 

the receipt of our letter. Terming this a serious 

undermining of the process of democratic 

consultations, the meeting felt that our campaign 

and struggle against LIC’s listing and disinvestment 

needs to be intensified. It was decided in this 
context that we would write once again to the 

Presidents/ Heads of all major political parties/ 

Members of Parliament of all political parties / 

Chief Ministers of various States requesting them to 

oppose LIC’s listing and disinvestment in the floor 
of Parliament if and when the LIC Amendment 

Bill is placed for consideration. The meeting 

decided to launch wide campaign amongst 

the employees and other stake holders against 

this destructive proposal of the government. 

The meeting also noted that our campaign and 

mobilization has to ensure that our policy holders 

were given necessary confidence that the vigilant 
trade union movement in LIC would continue 

to protect their interests. With a view to further 

deepening and broadening our struggle against 

the disinvestment of LIC, the meeting reiterated 

the earlier understanding that there was a need 

to further expand unity on the issue. Given the 

undue haste with which the Government was 

moving in the direction of disinvestment of LIC, 

the meeting decided to go on a One Day Strike 

immediately if the Government brings in any Bill 

to amend the LIC Act or brings any Ordinance to 

dilute its equity holdings in LIC.

Wage Negotiations: 

The Joint Front meeting expressed its 

dissatisfaction over the inordinate delay in 

settlement of the wage revision issue. The meeting 

was critical of the fact that the wage revision issue 

is due for three years now. Three years is a pretty 

long time to settle the genuine demands of the 

employees. The meeting noted that a positive 

ambience was created after our meeting with 

LIC Chairman on 13th of March. The Chairman 

assured to call the unions for a discussion in the 

month of April. The ED (P) assured in writing that 

the concerns of the employees will be taken care 

of. We suspended our programs of action on this 

positive note. Since no developments took place 

thereafter, the Joint Front has addressed a letter 

to the Chairman LIC on 21st of July demanding 

resumption of negotiations with improved offers. 

The meeting felt that the issue cannot brook any 

further delay and the management had to be 

conveyed this feeling of the employees in no 

uncertain terms. The meeting has urged LIC to 

immediately convene negotiations on wage 

revision and come out with offers reflecting the 
growth of the institution and its financial strength. 

Pending Demands:

The meeting expressed its concern over 

the long delay in securing approval of the 

government on Board recommendations on 

improvements in pension scheme including the 

quantum of family pension.  The routine issues 

like ex-gratia in lieu of Bonus are also pending 

for nearly two years. The proposals on easing the 

procedures on vigilance matters are pending for 

years with Government resulting in unwarranted 

victimisation of employees. The meeting urged 

LIC to immediately take up these issues with 

the government and secure the approval 

without further delay. At a time when interest 

rates are falling, there is no justification for the 
rates charged on housing loan.  The demand 

for reduction of interest rates on housing loan is 

pending for well over two years now.  This situation 

is unacceptable.

The meeting also decided to strengthen 

the unity of the three organizations forming the 

Joint Front at all levels.  Therefore, Units of the 

constituent unions all over India are requested 

to immediately form Joint Front platforms at the 

Zonal/ Divisional levels and take up the campaign 

and struggle programs in right earnest. This 

unity at all tiers of the organizations would help 

better understanding of issues and developing 

proper campaign to protect the interests of the 

employees and the institution. The meeting called 

upon LIC employees all over India to remain 

prepared for a grim struggle ahead on the issues 

related to the employees and on the issue of LIC’s 

listing and disinvestment.



In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W

o
r
k
e
r

SEPTEMBER 202010

WFTU EXTENDS SUPPORT FOR SAVE INDIA DAY
‘The World Federation of Trade Unions, the oldest and more historical international trade 

union organization, representing 105 million workers in 130 countries of the 5 continents, salute 

the decision of the trade union movement of India to plan several militant action of resistance 

to the anti-people policies of Government of India. The International class oriented trade union 

movement calls upon the workers, farmers and the popular strata of India to massively observe 

“Quit India Day” as “Save India Day”.

The participation in the “Save India Day” and the other militant initiatives, struggles and strikes 

that are planned by the trade union movement with the leading role of the WFTU affiliates is a 
dignified reaction of the ordinary people. Is the dignified reaction of the workers who after the 
lockdown did not return the their jobs, the workers whom their wages have been cut, the poor 

farmers and ordinary people that live in conditions of poverty, the young workers, working women 

and migrant who for years are under the attack of the austerity and anti-labor policies.

Workers all over the world are watching your huge and glorious struggles of the last years and 

they fully support the fair demands of Indian trade union movement. We are sure that once again 

the massiveness and the decisiveness of the working class of India in the coming nationwide action 

day will spread hope to the exploited workers all over the world and will send to the Government 

a resounding and steadfast message of Non-Cooperation and Defiance.’

UNIONS IN GENERAL INSURANCE                            
DEMAND NEGOTIATIONS ON WAGE REVISION

The check-off recognised unions in General 

Insurance have demanded immediate 

negotiations on wage revision vide a letter dated 

23/7/2020 addressed to Girish Radhakrishna, 

Chairman, GIPA. The contents are as under:

‘All Trade Unions/Associations have submitted 
their charter of demands in August 2017 and 

after twenty months, we were invited for a Joint 

Meeting in the name of Exploratory Meeting at 

Mumbai on 4th April 2019.  Quoting the Model 

Code of Conduct on Parliament election, the 

meeting ended up without any offer.  It was 

assured by then Chairman that no sooner the new 

Government assumes office, GIPSA will pursue the 
same with the Ministry and all efforts will be made 

to invite us for further discussion.

But, we regret to state even after lapse 

of THREE YEARS since our wages are due 

for revision, no such meeting is arranged.  

Whereas, you may be aware yesterday the wage 

revision discussion was concluded in another 

firnancial institution viz., Banking industry.  This has 
furthered the expectations and unrest among the 

employees.  Hence, we urge upon you to call us 

for a meaningful discussion with financial offer 
for concluding the same without further delay.’

Group Insurance  Scheme Limits  raised for LIC Employees
The sum assured under the Group Insurance Scheme (GIS) 2004 have been increased.  The 

revised sum assured for Class I is Rs.1 crore with a monthly premium of Rs.3050.  For Class II it is 

Rs.8500000 and the monthly premium is Rs.2600.  For Class III the sum assured is Rs.6000000 with 

a monthly premium of Rs.1840.  Similarly for Class IV it is Rs.5000000 and the monthly premium 

is Rs.930/-. Revised monthly premium will be deducted from the salary for August 2020 and the 

revised sum assured will be effective from 1.9.2020.

The retired employees who are covered under the scheme, the sum assured is as follows:

Age 61-65 years Class I 50 lakh Class II 40 lakh Class III 30 lakh and Class IV 15 lakh

Age 66-70 years Class I 35 lakh Class II 30 lakh Class III 20 lakh and Class IV 10 lakh

Age 71-75 years Class I 20 lakh Class II 15 lakh Class III 10 lakh and Class IV  5 lakh
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Classification of Absence during Lockdown due to COVID-19
JOINT FRONT WRITES TO LIC CHAIRMAN on July 29, 2020

‘This has reference to our letter dated 
28.05.2020 on the subject matter cited above. 

We are deeply disturbed over the fact that no 

tangible development has taken place on the 

issue even after two months of writing to you.

We had reasoned in our letter that all 

involuntary absence during the lockdown period 

should be treated either as Quarantine Leave or 

Special Leave. Our basic contention was that 

absence of the employees should be viewed in 

the larger context of the extraordinary situation 

created by the pandemic. It has always been our 

position that the absence of employees should 

be viewed through the prism of whether the 

reasons for absence were beyond the control of 

the employees or not. There is no disputing that 

the absence in majority of the cases was beyond 

the control of the employees because employees 

could not attend office due to the lockdown. 
Many public sector organisations have, in the 

meanwhile, come out with clear cut guidelines on 

the issue of treatment of absence where Special 

Leave has been granted in a majority of cases. 

We would request you to kindly apply similar 

yardsticks in our institution and give some relief to 

the employees in keeping with LIC’s longstanding 

image as a model employer.

As pointed out in our previous letter dated 

28.05.2020, treating the period of involuntary 

absence as EOL would be particularly harsh for 

the new recruits/probationers. They do not have 

any leave to their credit. Treating their absence as 

EOL would be akin to punishing them for the entire 

service period because EOL would essentially 

mean postponement of the NGI. Similarly, 

employees on the verge of superannuation 

would also have to lose a huge sum of money by 

way of leave encashment quantum apart from 

postponement of NGI due, if any. 

In view of this, we place herein below our 

concrete suggestions on treatment of different 

types of absence during the lockdown period 

keeping the interest of the employees and that 

of the institution in mind.

Employees on sanctioned leave prior to the issue 
of lockdown orders (dated 25.03.2020) and their 
leave ended during the lockdown period

Employee shall be deemed to 
have joined duties on expiry of 

period of sanctioned leave.

Sl. No.                                       Case                 Suggested Method 

                                                                                                                           of Regularisation

Employees on sanctioned leave prior to the issue
 of lockdown orders and their leave ended on
20.03.2020 but could not join duty because 
 lockdowns were already in place in some States 
by that time

Deemed to have joined duties 

on 25.03.2020 treating the period 

of absence from 21.03.2020 to 

24.03.2020 as Quarantine Leave/ 

Special Leave

Employees who ordinarily live in their 

headquarters but left office on week end on 21st

March 2020 (22nd March being a Sunday and the 

 day of the Janata Curfew) but could not come

back because some States had already  

declared lockdown and Public Transport had

stopped plying and even Metro and Sub Urban 

 Trains had stopped running w.e.f. 22nd March 

 2020; midnight

Deemed to have joined duties 

on 25.03.2020, treating the peri-

od of absence from 23.03.2020 

to 24.03.2020 as Quarantine 

Leave/ Special Leave

4. Employees who did not come to the Office on 
23rd/24th March 2020, because the LIC had already 

issued instructions dated 22nd March 2020 asking 

employees of 75 locked down Districts to work 

from home

 Work from Home

2.

1.

3.
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Sl. No.                                       Case                 Suggested Method 

                                                                                                                           of Regularisation

5. Employees unable to attend office due to curfew 
imposed in the area of their residence/ Employ-

ees live in a place which falls across the District or 

State Border and could not travel due to sealing 

of border by the government authorities/ Employ-

ees could not attend office due to stoppage of 
movement as either the Office or Residence was 
under Containment Zone

Special Leave/ Quarantine 

leave

6. Employees unable to report for duty as per the 

Roster and Development Officers who could not 
attend office, after relaxation of lockdown from 20th 

April 2020 onwards due to non-availability of public 

transport, restrictions on inter-state movement and 

other reasons

Employee shall apply leave due 

for the days when his/her name 

was included in the Roster but 

was unable to attend office. 
Special Leave/Quarantine 

Leave should be granted to 

Development Officers

7. Employees with Disabilities/ Pregnant Employ-

ees/ Employees with serious ailments and high 

health risk

Special Leave as per DOPT 

Circular dated 27th March 2020

8. Employees are on Home Quarantine on medical 

advice

Quarantine Leave

9. Employees on Suggested Quarantine by the 

Office 
Special Leave/ Quarantine 

Leave

The Department of Personnel & Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions of the 
Government of India has come out with a Notification yesterday which is broadly in conformity with 
what we have suggested above. We request your personal intervention in the matter for an early 
and favourable response.’

LEADERS RETIRE
Com Md.Mahaboob, Vice-President, SCZIEF retired from the services of LIC on 30/6/2020 after 
servicing the institution for over 35 years.  Com Mahaboob served the organization in various 
capacities including as President of ICEU and Vice-President, SCZIEF.  His dedication and commitment 
to the values of AIIEA earned him enormous love and affection of insurance employees.

Com Satyabrata  Duttagupta, Vice –President of CDIEA, Cuttack retired from LIC of India on 31 July 
2020 after  completing more than 35 years of services. Com Duttagupta who adorned the position 
of president of CDIEA and vice-president of ECZIEA had commenced his career in LIC, Cuttack 
Divisional Office as Adrema Operator on 22 June 1985 and since has helped the consolidation 
and growth of organization. 

Com. Amarjeet Singh, Vice- President, NZIEA Divisional Committee, Ludhiana retired on 31.07.2020 
after completion of 38 years of service in LIC. He made enormous contribution to the organsation.

Comrade Pratap Ch. Malakar, Treasurer of Silchar Division Insurance Employees’ Association has 
retired from the service of LICI, Silchar Division on 31st July, 2020 after putting 39 years of active 
service. He joined in LIC in November 1981. He endeared employees through his simplicity and 
dedication. His contribution to the organisational activities are well recognised.

Insurance Worker wishes the above comrades a very healthy and active retired life with the hope 
that they would continue to work for the greater cause of the working class movement.
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‘The AUAB condemns the atrocious outbursts 
of Shri Ananthakumar Hegde, MP. It is extremely 
shocking to note that Shri Anantkumar Hegde, 
BJP MP, from Karnataka has branded the entire 
BSNL employees as traitors. In an event, held 
yesterday the 10th August, 2020, at Kumta, in 
Uttara Kannada district, Shri Hegde has stated 
that BSNL is filled with traitors. The speech of Shri 
Anantkumar Hegde is reported in today’s Deccan 
Herald. Shri Hegde has also stated that, the 
government has provided funds and technology 
to BSNL and still the employees of BSNL are not 
working. He has also stated that BSNL has become 
a black mark for the entire country. Shri Hegde 
has vowed that BSNL would be finished. He has 
also stated that more than 88,000 employees 
of BSNL would be fired and that, BSNL would 
be privatised. The outbursts of Shri Anantkumar 
Hegde are deplorable and the “All Unions and 
Associations of BSNL (AUAB)” strongly condemns 
them. Whenever, natural calamities like cyclone, 
floods, etc., struck the nation, it was BSNL which 
provided service for relief and rescue operations, 
while the private telecom companies used to 
shut-down their services. It is an undeniable fact 
that, only the anti-BSNL and pro-private policies 
of the successive governments at the centre, 
that have weakened BSNL and pushed it into loss 
making. On the other hand, the patriotic BSNL 
employees have launched many movements, 
to improve the quality of services and to increase 
the customer satisfaction. The “Customer Delight 
Year”, “Service With A Smile”, “BSNL at Your Door 
Steps” are some of the drives, launched by the 

BSNL Unions and Associations, to improve the 
efficiency of BSNL and to improve it’s financial 
position. Thus, the statement of Shri Anantkumar 
Hegde, branding the BSNL employees as traitors, 
only exposes his ignorance about BSNL and it’s 
employees. It is true that on 23rd October, 2019, 
the Government of India announced a Revival 
Package for BSNL and MTNL. However, except 
retrenching 79,000 employees under VRS, all 
other assurances given for the revival of BSNL, 
still remain on paper. Shri Hegde has stated that 
the government has given funds and technology 
to BSNL. This is nothing but a travesty of truth. On 
paper, the government has allotted 4G spectrum 
to BSNL. Based on this, BSNL floated a tender 
in March, 2020, to procure equipments to roll 
out it’s 4G service, at the cost of Rs.9,000 crore. 
However, soon thereafter, the government has 
directed BSNL to cancel this tender, based on 
a flimsy complaint raised by an inconsequential 
organisation called TEPC. The cancellation of this 
tender, as per the decision of the government, 
has deprived BSNL of it’s 4G service. Further, apart 
from the retrenchment of 79,000 employees under 
VRS, BSNL has not received a single naya paisa 
from the tax payers money, for it’s revival. When, 
this being the facts, the statements made by Shri 
Hegde that, the government has provided funds 
and technology to BSNL, whereas the employees 
are not willing to work, is highly misleading. The 
AUAB calls upon Shri Anantkumar Hegde, MP, to 
desist from issuing such atrocious and irresponsible 
statements in future

AIIEA condemns calling BSNL Employees  Traitors
Shri Ananthakumar Hegde, MP and former Union Minister is well known to stoke controversies.  He 

exceeded his limits on 10th August by blaming BSNL employees for the ills of the industry and called 

them traitors.  This is reprehensible and condemnable.  It is not the employees who are killing the once 

successful company but the actions of the government to which he belongs.  The AIIEA supports the 

rightful indignation of the BSNL employees and demands that government must ensure all steps to 

allow BSNL the infrastructure it so badly needs to meet the competition.  The government policies 

which are favouring the private sector more importantly the company owned by the Reliance Group 

at the cost of BSNL has to be opposed and resisted.  

Reproduced is the Press Statements of All Unions of BSNL condemning the atrocious attack by 

Mr Hegde on the BSNL employees.

DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF LIFE CERTIFICATE EXTENDED
The AIIEA had represented that due to the restrictions placed on movement, the pensioners 
would find difficult to submit the Life Certificate in August and had suggested alternatives 
including extension of time limit.

The LIC has now decided to extend the date for submission of Life Certificate upto 31st December 

2020.
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On September 1 this year, the nation will 

celebrate the 64th anniversary of the most 

successful public sector financial institution.  In 
the last 64 years since 1956, LIC has become 

an inseparable part of the economy and the 

national development.  It is difficult to find any 
sector of the economy where the footprints of 

this great institution are not found.  The LIC is a 

perfect example of how a public sector enterprise 

must carry out its activities keeping a fine balance 
between national development and the interest 

of its own customers. As LIC enters its 65th year 

there are serious concerns on its very foundational 

objectives and character; whether LIC will 

remain 100 percent government owned or the 

government will dilute its equity holding through 

initial public offering (IPO) to allow rich to grab 

the enormous value created by the hard and 

committed work done by its workforce including 

the formidable agency force. 

From the policy pronouncements, it is 

becoming clear that the government is making 

hasty preparations to list LIC in the stock markets 

by disinvesting a portion of its equity holding.  

The advisor to guide the government on issues 

relating to IPO has already been finalised.  There 
are indications that the government will go for 

LIC IPO in the last quarter of the current financial 
year.  It is expected to raise between Rs. 80-100 

thousand crore by selling around 10 percent of its 

equity holding.  If that happens, the government 

would have completely reversed the process of 

nationalisation and establishment of LIC with clear 

stated objectives. This is no sudden development.  

It is a part of the economic philosophy embraced 

by India in 1991 and carried forward by successive 

governments.  This economic philosophy which is 

generally known as neo-liberalism mandates the 

governments to withdraw itself from economic 

activities and be responsible only as a facilitator 

for the functioning of the markets.  This is with 

the belief that market knows all and is the most 

efficient allocator of resources.  The world has 
come to grief with an unprecedented economic 

crisis by placing its faith and confidence in neo-
liberalism and is now searching for alternatives.  

Unfortunately, the Indian government and the 

ruling elite is refusing to draw proper lessons 

from the present situation.  The government has 

embarked on the path to totally decimate public 

sector and has made growth and development 

hostage to foreign capital in the guise of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat.

INSURANCE NATIONALISATION 

– A COMMITMENT OF NATIONAL 

LIBERATION MOVEMENT

The idea of nationalisation of insurance that 

finally led to the establishment of LIC was an 
integral part of the national consciousness during 

the independence movement.  The national 

liberation movement not only aimed to secure 

freedom from colonial rule but also to establish 

a fair, just and equal society. The Karachi Session 

of Congress held in 1931 declared that ‘in order 

LIC  IPO - THREAT 

TO FOUNDATIONAL 

OBJECTIVES

                  AmAnullA KhAn

The decision of LIC IPO is more in tune with the ideological 
understanding of the ruling dispensation rather than any sound 
economic reasoning. The arguments of greater accountability 
and transparency are hogwash. The argument that unlocking 
the value of LIC will benefit the Indian public is laughable 
...... Unlocking the value in real sense is providing the rich, 
corporate and foreign capital to garner the value created 
by the sweat and toil of the workforce. 

Cartoon courtesy: 
Mali, Indian Cartoon Gallery
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to end exploitation of the masses, political freedom 

must include real economic freedom of the starving 

millions.’  The Congress in its Charter of Freedom 

announced in the Congress Socialist Group 

convention held in 1934 said that ‘Congress firmly 
believed it necessary to nationalise public savings and 
that the State must occupy the strategic position in 
the economy.’ The national liberation movement, 

therefore, was clear that the State must exercise 

control over the savings of the people and utilise 

them for national development rather than 

allowing private entities to control these savings 

for furthering their interests and maximising 

their profits. The freedom movement was also 
concerned that the Indian domestic savings are 

cornered by the foreign companies compelling 

Nehru to appeal Indians to patronise Indian 

companies. He said ‘leakage of national resources 

is taking place in the field of insurance.  I hope that 
all Indians will realise the importance of stopping 

this drain of insurance money and patronise only 

Indian institutions.’   The AIIEA has always argued 

that foreign capital should not be allowed to 

control our domestic savings. Foreign capital 

can never be a substitute for domestic savings 

for the nation’s development and therefore, the 

government must exercise total control over the 

domestic savings and deploy them in areas which 

would enhance the life standards and benefit 
national goals.  Unfortunately over-riding these 

sane arguments, the government has allowed 

the foreign capital to play a big role in insurance.

It is important to know that the Constituent 

Assembly which framed the Constitution of 

India came to the conclusion that if India has to 

progress as a nation, the State must play greater 

role in the economic life of the country.  The 

Constituent Assembly through a Resolution dated 

January 12, 1948 said ‘This assembly is of the opinion 
that steps should be taken as early as possible to initiate 
legislation to transfer to state ownership control and 
management of the business of insurance’.

Therefore, nationalisation of life insurance 

business in 1956 was honouring of the promise 

made by the national liberation movement and 

it became a strategic part of the vision of building 

a modern nation-state that is fair, just and equal.  

The establishment of LIC can be seen as another 

step towards meeting the aspirations of the 

people as enshrined in Article 38 and Article 39 

of the Directive Principles of the State Policy, the 

soul of our Constitution.  

Justifying nationalisation of life insurance 

business, then Finance Minister C.D.Deshmukh 

informed the parliament and through which 

the people of India that ‘The nationalisation of life 

insurance business is a further step in the direction 

of more effective mobilisation of peoples’ savings…

Insurance is an essential social service which a welfare 
state must make available for its people…With profit 
motive eliminated and the efficiency of service made 
the sole criterion under nationalisation, it would be 
possible to spread the message of insurance as far and 

wide as possible.’
POST-NATIONALISATION 

– MAGNIFICENT CONTRIBUTION BY LIC

Thus LIC was established to mobilise small 

savings and channelize them into areas of 

development that enhances the life standards 

of Indian citizens.  This had to be done along 

with providing total security to the policy monies 

and ensuring decent returns to the policyholders. 

The LIC has lived upto the expectations of the 

nation and greatly fulfilled the objectives of 

nationalisation through its splendid performance 

in the last 64 years.  It has spread the message 

of life insurance to the remotest parts of the 

country.  Converting the premiums into capital 

for long term investments, it has emerged as the 

single largest institutional investor in the Indian 

economy.  It has helped the nation industrialise 

at a rapid pace. No infrastructure project can 

be thought of without the participation of LIC.  

It has become the most recognisable brand in 

the country.  With a policyholder base of over 40 

crore, it has touched the lives of tens of millions 

of Indian households.  With a capital of Rs.5 

crore which was raised to Rs.100 crore in 2011, 

it manages assets of around Rs.32 lakh crore. It 

generates annually around Rs. 4 lakh crore as 

investible fund.  The LIC has an unmatched claim 

settlement record.  The government has received 

cumulative dividend amounting to over Rs.26000 

crore since inception. This great institution has 

The fight against LIC IPO is a part of the larger battle against the 
neoliberal economic policies.  There are growing struggles both 

within India and abroad against these disastrous policies.  There 

is a demand for a larger role and greater intervention of State in 

the economy. These developments are encouraging.  The LIC IPO 

has to be opposed and resisted. The battle lines are drawn. The 

battle has to be joined with courage of conviction.      
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grown and expanded by generating internal 

resources without any additional capital from 

the government.  Therefore it is not wrong to say 

that LIC is a mutual benefit company which is 
95% owned by the policyholders and 5% by the 

government. The neo-liberal lobby always talk of 

private sector efficiency vis a vis public sector. But 
LIC has proved that a public sector enterprise can 

be far more efficient than the private sector by 
retaining the market domination both in premium 

and policies while setting very high standards of 

policy servicing.

WHY DISINVESTMENT OF 

SUCH A SUCCESSFUL INSTITUTION? 

The roots of this issue lies in the neo-liberalism 

embraced by the Indian ruling classes in 1991.  The 

core objectives of neo-liberalism are privatisation 

of public sector; providing greater space to 

private sector; de-regulation; free flow of finance 
capital and austerity measures including cut 

in subsidies to the poor.  These core objectives 

have been influencing the policies of successive 
governments.  The successful insurance sector 

too could not escape the impact of these 

retrograde policies.  The Malhotra Committee 

recommendations on insurance sector reforms 

were tailor-made to suit the neoliberal agenda.  

This committee recommended opening insurance 

sector for participation of both Indian and 

foreign capital.  It advised the government to 

increase the capital of LIC from Rs 5 to Rs 100 

crore and disinvest 50 percent of the shares.  It 

recommended disbanding of GIC as a holding 

company and to run four public sector companies 

as independent entities and thereafter reduce 

the government stake in these companies by 50 

percent.  The efforts of successive governments 

to implement these recommendations came 

against stiff resistance from the employees and 

public. Ignoring the massive public opinion against 

denationalisation, the Vajpayee Government 

opened the sector for private participation in 1999 

but could not succeed in privatisation of public 

sector insurance industry.

However, to further pursue the agenda, 

the government appointed two management 

consultants to study the structure of LIC.  Both 

the management consultants Booze Allen 

& Hamilton and Deloitte recommended the 

corporatisation of LIC.  The Deloitte consultants 

recommended unlocking the value of LIC through 

corporatisation. The resistance and campaign led 

by AIIEA prevented the successive governments 

from taking this route for over 25 years.  However, 

with the brutal parliamentary majority, the BJP 

thinks it is now in a better position to unlock the 

value of LIC to meet its fiscal needs and hence 
the decision of disinvestment through IPO.  

The decision of LIC IPO is more in tune 

with the ideological understanding of the 

ruling dispensation rather than any sound 

economic reasoning.  The arguments of greater 

accountability and transparency are hogwash. 

The LIC has always been accountable to the 

nation through parliament with an unblemished 

record of protecting the interests of the 

policyholders.  The transparency in governance 

came into prominence with the advent of 

shareholder capitalism in which the Directors 

are held accountable to the shareholders.  This 

carries no meaning for LIC as its work and activities 

have always been transparent as a public 

institution.  Since it generate enormous investible 

surplus every year, the argument that listing will 

help access to capital too has no meaning. The 

argument that unlocking the value of LIC will 

benefit the Indian public is laughable as retail 
investors in stock market constitute just around 

3% of the population.  Unlocking the value in real 

sense is providing the rich, corporate and foreign 

capital to garner the value created by the sweat 

and toil of the workforce. 

NEED TO DEFEND 

THIS GREAT INSTITUTION 

The opposition to LIC IPO is both economic 

and ideological.  The experience has shown 

that disinvestment finally leads to privatisation.  
Therefore, this is a battle of ideas as to what kind 

of society we want to construct.  Disinvestment will 

surely shift the focus from national development 

to maximisation of profits for the shareholders 
relegating the objectives of nationalisation to 

the background. This decision of the government 

will have far reaching impact on all stakeholders 

– national economy, policyholders, workforce 

and agency force. Therefore all methods of 

agitation must be adopted to oppose the LIC 

IPO.  While doing so, the policyholders and 

prospective clients should be given confidence 
that the vibrant trade union movement in the 

industry will ensure protection of their interests. 

The fight against LIC IPO is a part of the larger 
battle against the neoliberal economic policies.  

There are growing struggles both within India and 

abroad against these disastrous policies.  There is a 

demand for a larger role and greater intervention 

of State in the economy. These developments are 

encouraging.  The LIC IPO has to be opposed and 

resisted. The battle lines are drawn. The battle has 

to be joined with courage of conviction.
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A TALE OF TWO 

AUGUST REVOLUTIONS
From Self Reliance to Subservience

    ShreeKAnt miShrA

The call of the national platform of central 
trade unions to observe 9th August 2020 (Quit 

India Day) as “Save India Day” evoked renewed 
interest on Quit India movement. The central 
trade unions also called upon the working 
people to organise ‘Jail Bharo’ and “Satyagraha” 
programmes on large scale to demonstrate their 
defiance and resistance to anti-people policies 
of the government. There have been anxious 
queries about the justification of observing ‘Save 
India Day’ precisely on the same day as the ‘Quit 
India Day’. The question therefore merits a little 
bit of scrutiny.

India’s struggle for independence was the 
greatest mass movement in human history. The 
Quit India movement in 1942 was the last mass 
movement before independence. The year 1942 
was an important milestone in India’s history. The 
Second World War had started. Nazi Germany 
had already occupied Poland, Belgium, Holland, 
France and a large part of Eastern Europe. 

Germany was advancing towards Soviet Union. 
On the other hand, Germany’s ally Japan 
had already conquered Malaysia, Philippines, 
Indonesia, Indo-China and Burma. Japan was 
fast advancing towards India. India had been 
unwittingly dragged into the war by the British 
colonial power; without consultation let alone 
consent. The Viceroy Linlithgow simply informed 
the people that they were at war. The failure 
of the Cripps Mission made it clear that Britain 
was unwilling to accede to India’s demand 
for independence.  This infuriated the people. 
In this context, after some initial ambivalence 
the Congress launched the Quit India (Bharat 
Chhodo) movement. The Quit India movement, 
also known as August Kranti (August Revolution) 
was a nationwide civil disobedience movement 
which began on 9th August 1942. The slogan 
‘Quit India’ was coined by socialist Congressman 
and trade union leader Yusuf Mehrali. Gandhiji 
popularised this slogan and gave his famous call 

The Quit India movement in August  1942 was the last big mass 
movement before independence, its  biggest contribution  was 
that the common people of the country displayed unparalleled 
heroism and militancy. Against all odds, the humble people of 
India, stood up against British colonial power, which was forced  
to eventually exit in 1947. On August 9, 2020, the working-class 
movement of India has given a clarion call to launch the second 
August Revolution against privatisation, labour law reforms, 
poverty, unemployment, agricultural distress, social strife and 
communal discord.
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for a ‘Do or Die’ battle from the AICC meeting at 
Gowalia Tank in Bombay (now known as August 
Kranti Maidan) on 8th August 1942 calling upon 
Britain to quit India. 

Gandhiji and all other top leaders of the 
Congress were arrested immediately after the 
declaration of the struggle. Invoking provisions 
of the dreaded Revolutionary Movements 
Ordinance, the British government unleashed 
a reign of terror. The government issued an 
order banning public processions, meetings and 
assemblies. People devised ingenious ways to 
give vent to their anger. Teachers, students went 
on strike. Workers and trade unions went on strike 
in Bombay, Ahmadabad, Kanpur, Jamshedpur 
etc. The strike of the working class went on for 
months together. The resistance and defiance 
to British rule was the most intense in Bihar and 
eastern UP. Here, it took the form of a rebellion. 
The British colonial power tried to crush the protests 
using all the force at its command. They retaliated 
by opening fire on crowds, public floggings and 
lathi charge. Giving an eye witness account of 
one instance of police brutality on a peaceful 
resistance led by Sarojini Naidu, American 
journalist Web Miller commented that “Not one of 
the marchers even raised an arm to fend off the 
blows. They went down like ten-pins. From where 
I stood I heard the sickening whacks of the clubs 
on unprotected skulls….In two or three minutes 
the ground was quilted with bodies”.` According 
to some estimates, over 60,000 persons had 
been arrested by the end of 1942, 26,000 people 
were convicted and 18,000 detained under 
the Defence of India Rules. Apart from beating, 
whipping, flogging and arrests collective fines to 
the tune of Rs.90 lakhs were realized on the spot 
by looting the people’s belongings. 

British imperialism justified this repression on 
the innocent Indians by invoking the ‘war effort’! 
Unfortunately at this time the Hindu Mahasabha 
and Muslim League coalition governments in 
Sindh, North West Frontier Province (NWFP) were 
egging on the British rulers to suppress the Quit 
India movement with an iron fist. Be that as it 
may, the biggest contribution of the Quit India 
movement was that the common people of 
the country displayed unparalleled heroism and 

militancy. Against all odds, the humble people of 
India, the common man jumped into struggle and 
made India ungovernable for British rulers. British 
colonial power had to eventually exit in 1947 and 
India gained independence.

 The basic premise of the freedom struggle was 
that the people should and could play an active 
role in politics and their liberation. The freedom 
movement believed that it is only the people who 
can create a mass movement. This centrality of 
the role of the people was recognised both for 
the overthrow of the colonial power as also for 
social transformation. It is thus because of a firm 
belief in the political capacity of the common 
man that the founding fathers of the Republic 
unhesitatingly introduced adult franchise despite 
widespread poverty and illiteracy. If democracy 
could survive in independent India in spite of 
all the doomsday projections, it is because the 
national movement itself had firmly established 
civil libertarian and democratic traditions among 
the Indian people. The national movement 
created an alternative to colonial political culture. 
As opposed to the colonial political culture of 
authoritarianism, obedience and paternalism the 
freedom movement popularised the concept of 
democracy and civil liberties based on respect 
for dissent, freedom of expression, popular 
participation and right of minority opinion to exist 
and develop.

The Indian national movement was unique 
in that it evolved a broad economic strategy 
to overcome India’s economic backwardness 
during the course of its struggle against British 
colonial exploitation. This strategy formed 
the basis of India’s economic policy after 
independence. Self reliance became the 
cornerstone of this economic strategy. It was felt 
that self reliance was the best policy to avoid 
economic imperialism. The freedom movement 
was opposed to the idea of unrestricted entry of 
foreign capital. The national movement sought 
an end to India’s dependence on foreign 
countries for heavy and capital goods. It tried 
therefore to give primacy to the development 
of basic, heavy and capital goods industries. 
Simultaneously, it felt that medium, small and 
cottage industries had to be developed to cater 
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to the requirement of consumer 
goods and also to provide 
employment to the jobless. 
From the very beginning, the 
freedom movement envisaged 
an active and central role 
for the state in economic 
development. The state was 
assigned the responsibility of 
developing large scale and 
key industries apart from the 
infrastructure sector like power, 
roads, irrigation, water-supply, 
telecommunications, railways etc. In fact, as early 
as 1931 the Resolution on Fundamental Rights and 
Economic Programme, adopted at the Karachi 
session of the Indian National Congress declared 
that in independent India “the state shall own 
or control key industries and services, mineral 
resources, railways, waterways, shipping and 
other means of public transport.” It is interesting 
to note here that the session was presided over 
by Sardar Patel, the Resolution was drafted by 
Jawaharlal Nehru and moved in the open session 
by Gandhiji. Those who claim today to be the 
true inheritors of Sardar Patel’s legacy and for 
whom privatisation of public sector undertakings 
has become the new ‘Rashtra Dharma’ should 
realise that Public Sector was conceptualised 
in the thirties to ensure that India came out of 
the economic backwardness caused by British 
colonial exploitation.

 Another distinguishing feature was the respect 
for civil liberties. Leaders having diametrically 
opposite ideological positions never hesitated to 
defend each other’s civil liberties. It is interesting 
to note that moderates like Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale and Surendra Nath Banerjee did not 
have any problem defending the extremist leader 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak. Similarly, Congressmen 
did not hesitate to defend the civil liberties of 
revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh and that of 
communists facing trial in the Meerut conspiracy 
case. The freedom movement was of the opinion 
that liberty of the press and liberty of speech help 
in the nourishment of a nation. India’s struggle 
for independence was also firmly rooted in the 
principle of secularism. Hindu Muslim unity formed 

the bedrock of the freedom 
movement. 

Today unfortunately we 
find that all the values that 
the freedom movement stood 
for are being turned upside 
down. The concept of Self 
Reliance propounded during 
the freedom movement is 
being misused to take India 
into a situation of hopeless 
subservience and subordination 
to domestic and foreign capital. 

Invoking the pandemic induced economic crisis 
as the justification, the whole gamut of public 
sector undertakings is being privatised. At a time 
when poverty, unemployment, joblessness, loss 
of income and livelihood have wrought havoc 
on the Indian economy the government has 
imposed an undeclared war on the working class 
by arbitrarily increasing working hours from eight 
to twelve hours and amending the labour laws in 
favour of capital. 

All the democratic and constitutional 
authorities have come under increasing attack. 
Civil liberties are being attacked with impunity. 
The state is increasingly becoming a repressive 
state. Ideas of dissent and critique are being 
delegitimised. The space for contrarian views has 
shrunk like never before. Political and ideological 
opposition is being reviled as being antinational. 
Intellectuals and academia with a viewpoint 
different from the ruling establishment are 
being subjected to calumny. The syncretic and 
pluralistic culture of India is being torn asunder. A 
militant culture of majoritarianism has crept into 
the body politic.  Citizens have been unwittingly 
converted into Subjects. 

It is in this background that the working-class 
movement of India has given a clarion call to 
launch the second August Revolution against 
privatisation, labour law reforms, poverty, 
unemployment, agricultural distress, social strife 
and communal discord. Let the working class 
draw inspiration from the Quit India movement of 
1942 and take India back to the path of true Self 
Reliance from the path of Subservience.

Cartoon courtesy: Sajith Kumar, Deccan Herald
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The United Nations International Youth Day was 
celebrated on August 12th to recognize the 

efforts of youth in harnessing and contributing 
to the society. Young people between the age 
of 15 to 24 are recognized as youth by the UN 
and make up almost one-sixth of the global 
population. Their numbers are expected to go 
up steeply in the years to come.

First proposed in 1991 by the UN World 
Youth Forum, the idea of an International Youth 
Day quickly gathered pace and was formally 
endorsed in 1998, thereafter it was first observed 
in 2000. The theme for the International Youth 
Day for 2020 is “Youth Engagement For Global 
action, which seeks to highlight the ways in which 
young global citizens are contributing to enrich 
national and multilateral institutions and how 
their presence could be enhanced further in 
institutional policies.

The world today is facing a crisis which is of 
a gigantic scale. The Corona virus effect has 
reinforced the need for a calibrated approach to 
tackle hunger and distress the world over. Almost 
55 countries are in the grip of severe hunger 
and malnutrition. The lockdowns have stressed 
immunisation programs like the tetanus and polio, 
which in all account is likely to have impact much 
more severe than the pandemic itself. Violence 
against women euphemistically called ‘Shadow 
Pandemic’, like women harassment, child 
marriages and sexual crimes also showed the lack 
of progress the world over on these sensitive issues.

It is in this backdrop that the engagement of 
youth in formal political mechanisms to reduce 
democratic deficits, contribution to more 
sustainable policies and building of trust in public 
institutions is a key driver. The IYD 2020 therefore 
has aimed to engage youth in local, national and 
global institutions so as to strengthen its capacity 
for global action.

India today is home to a fifth of the world’s 
youth which makes it the country with the 
youngest population. Half of its population is 
below the age of 25 and it is this young population 
which is the biggest asset of the nation, thereby 
giving a distinct demographic advantage 
to India. Consisting of 27.5 percent of India’s 
population, the youth between the ages of 15 
to 29 have contributed to about 34 percent of 
India’s Gross National Income. Over the years this 
young population has excelled in various roles of 
being contributors to the growth and security of 
the nation. The pandemic has also seen them 
donning various roles.

The Constitution of India through Article 
39 of the Directive Principles of State Policy 
clearly states that childhood and youth would 
be protected against exploitation and against 
moral and material abandonment. In 1984 the 
Government of India decided to celebrate the 
birthday of Swami Vivekananda on 12th January, 
as National Youth Day.

Upset with the policies of the previous UPA 
government, for not abiding enough with the 
cherished goals as enumerated above, the 
youth of India vociferously backed Modi  in 2014 
and 2019 ,hoping for the much vaunted ‘Ache 
Din’. But the wheels of the cleverly calculated 

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT IS ESSENTIAL

TO PROTECT DEMOCRACY  and                                                                   

CONSTITUTIONAL VALUES

                                 The youth are the future of our country.  
The trade union movement cannot 
afford to ignore the issues relating to the 
youth. The issue of rising unemployment, 
public health and public education 
must form a part of the core agenda of 
the trade union movement to shape the 
struggle for a decent life for all citizens 
of the country. 

According to the Census of India 2011, 
more than 450 million Indians are internal 
migrants out of which 30 percent of the 
migrants are youths aged between 15 -29 
years. The real fact of the matter is that 
these vulnerable citizens are so invisible, 
that the government has simply not 
bothered to have any real data on them.

Govind  menon
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ploy of the BJP came unstuck, with the youth in 
despair as never before. The unemployment crisis 
has touched a 45 year high exposing the policy 
failures of the present dispensation. Tall claims of 
being the fastest growing economy in the world 
means really nothing for a nation ranked 129 out 
of 189 countries in the Human Development Index, 
which in a sense means that enough is not being 
done for the young in terms of education and 
health care. Paltry allocation of around 3 percent 
in the budget for education means an impending 
death knell for public education thereby throttling 
talent and skill amongst the youth.

 With the economy in a deep crisis, 41 percent 
of the Indian youth between 15-29 were out of 
work according to the data compiled by the 
CMIE. An estimated 27 million young people lost 
their jobs in the month of April itself. Thus the Indian 
job market would be tough for the 1.3 million 
young citizens set to join the work force each year. 
The unemployment rate amongst the graduates 
itself was 18.5 percent according to CMIE for 2019, 
thereby creating a gap in the creation of high 
quality non-farming jobs.

The mass movement of migrant labourers-
some very young, had all the images of the 
holocaust of the partition days.  The recent 
Covid crisis and the human desperation of many 
migrants, showed the face of some of the most 
exploited and disenfranchised’ invisible citizens’ 
of contemporary India. According to the Census 
of India 2011, more than 450 million Indians are 
internal migrants out of which 30 percent of the 
migrants are youths aged between 15 -29 years. 
The real fact of the matter is that these vulnerable 
citizens are so invisible, that the government has 
simply not bothered to have any real data on 
them.

 India for long has been taking pride that 
it has a large young population which would 
be of great benefit to the economy and 
society.  But instead of harnessing and utilizing 
the demographic advantage, what we are 
witnessing is a vicious attack on the youth and 
students.  The government which deals cruelly 

with any form of dissent has been brutal in dealing 
with the democratic protests of the students. The 
student protests which rocked our universities over 
erosion of republican democratic values on issues 
including CAA were met by the Modi government 
with brute force. It can be deciphered that the 
very tampering of the CBSE syllabus by deleting 
portions such as ‘Secularism, Federalism and 
Democracy shows how the government seeks to 
mould the future citizens. The CAA protests also 
saw the forces unleashed upon by the Hindutva 
forces searching out for the so called minority 
“termites”. This shocked the youth and students 
from a vast numbers of universities joined the 
struggle to resurrect the ideal that all Indians 
irrespective of religion are equal before law and 
enjoy the same citizenship cannot be conferred 
on the basis of religion.                      

 The ‘New Education Policy 2020’ which 
affects a vast majority of the youth has bypassed 
the Parliament totally. The spirit of federalism is 
being circumvented and in the long run public 
education would be a casualty, with vast majority 
of our poor , minorities and Dalit youths being  
left out . The primary health sector itself is being 
sought to be handed over to the corporates all 
in the garb of the Covid crisis. All this implies that 
the Directive Principles to protect the youth from  
moral and material abandonment would be 
shrugged aside, as is the nature of the current 
regime.

The youth are the future of our country.  The 
trade union movement cannot afford to ignore 
the issues relating to the youth.  The issue of 
rising unemployment, public health and public 
education must form a part of the core agenda of 
the trade union movement to shape the struggle 
for a decent life for all citizens of the country.  The 
youth can become a very vibrant and strong part 
of such a struggle. This youth-power has to be 
given the wherewithal to carry this fight forward. 
The conviction of our beliefs is in harmony with 
the youth and together we can make a change 
to preserve the “Idea of India”.

                        (Writer is an activist of LICEU, 
                                  KOZHIKODE DIVISION)

Instead of harnessing  the demographic 
advantage, there is a vicious attack on 
the youth and students.  The government 
which deals cruelly with any form 
of dissent has been brutal  with the 
democratic protests of the students. The 
Directive Principles to protect the youth 
from  moral and material abandonment 
seem to be  shrugged aside 
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MüÉåUÉålÉÉ-xÉqÉrÉ MüÐ uÉeÉWû xÉå SåzÉ AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÐ oÉWÒûiÉ 
xÉÉUÏ LåxÉÏ iÉsZÉ xÉŠÉDrÉÉÇ xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉrÉÏ WæÇû, ÎeÉlWåÇû WûqÉ eÉÉlÉiÉå 
iÉÉå jÉå qÉaÉU xÉÉqÉlÉå xÉå xuÉÏMüÉU lÉWûÏ MüUiÉå jÉå| ÎeÉlÉxÉå WûqÉ 
MüiÉUÉiÉå UWûiÉå jÉå, ÎeÉlÉxÉå WûqÉ oÉcÉMüU ÌlÉMüsÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå 
jÉå | eÉæxÉå ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ qÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ SzÉÉ AÉæU ÌSzÉÉ | 
ZÉÉxÉMüU AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ ¤Éå§É Måü qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÐ eÉqÉÏlÉÏ WûMüÐMüiÉ| 

rÉWû uÉaÉï WûqÉÉUå AÉxÉmÉÉxÉ WûÏ UWûiÉÉ jÉÉ | zÉWûUÏMüUhÉ Måü 
oÉÉS aÉÉÇuÉÉåÇ AÉæU MüxoÉÉåÇ xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉMüU rÉWû qÉkrÉuÉaÉÏïrÉ ÎeÉÇSaÉÏ 
qÉåÇ xÉWûrÉÉåaÉÏ oÉlÉÉ jÉÉ | WûqÉ ExÉå ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ oÉWÒûqÉÇÎeÉsÉÏ CqÉÉUiÉ 
Måü oÉaÉsÉ MüÐ fÉÉåmÉÄQûmÉ�ûÏ qÉåÇ UWûiÉå WÒûL SåZÉ xÉMüiÉå jÉå | xÉÄQûMü 
ÌMülÉÉUå MüÐ mÉOûUÏ mÉU AmÉlÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÐ aÉÉÄQûÏ ZÉÏÇcÉiÉå WÒûL 
mÉÉ xÉMüiÉå jÉå | qÉWûÉlÉaÉUÉåÇ Måü eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÉå aÉÌiÉzÉÏsÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉL sÉÉZÉÉåÇ bÉUÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÇpÉÉsÉiÉå WÒûL SåZÉ xÉMüiÉå jÉå | ÌMüxÉÏ 
AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü lÉaÉU Måü oÉaÉsÉ qÉåÇ WûeÉÉUÉåÇ-WûeÉÉU MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ 
eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÐ AÌlÉuÉÉrÉï SzÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå uÉÇÍcÉiÉ WûÉålÉå Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS 
UWûiÉå WÒûL SåZÉ xÉMüiÉå jÉå | AoÉ uÉWû EŠ uÉaÉï WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ uÉUlÉ 
qÉkrÉuÉaÉï Måü eÉÏuÉlÉ qÉå AÌuÉpÉÉerÉ ÃmÉ xÉå zÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ 
jÉÉ | AoÉ uÉWû WûqÉ xÉoÉMüÐ eÉÏuÉlÉ-UåZÉÉ oÉlÉ cÉÑMüÉ jÉÉ | 

qÉaÉU ATüxÉÉåxÉ ÌMü WûqÉlÉåÇ ElWåÇû AmÉlÉå ÎeÉÇSaÉÏ qÉå zÉÉÍqÉsÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ | WûqÉlÉå ElÉMüÐ iÉUTü qÉÑÄQûMüU MüpÉÏ xÉÇeÉÏSaÉÏ xÉå 
lÉWûÏ SåZÉÉ | rÉÌS MüpÉÏ LMü lÉeÉU SåZÉÉ pÉÏ, iÉÉå ExÉå uÉWûÏÇ 
NûÉåÄQû ÌSrÉÉ | uÉå WûqÉÉUå eÉÏuÉlÉ qÉå ÍxÉTïü EiÉlÉÉ WûÏ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ UWåû, 
ÎeÉiÉlÉÉ WûqÉåÇ ElÉMüÐ eÉÃUiÉ jÉÏ | WûqÉ MüpÉÏ ElÉMüÐ eÉÃUiÉ 
Måü ÌWûxÉÉoÉ xÉå ElÉMåü eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ lÉWûÏ oÉlÉå | CxÉÍsÉL 
eÉoÉ MüÉåUÉålÉÉ-xÉqÉrÉ MüÐ zÉÑÂAÉiÉ qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU lÉå SåzÉurÉÉmÉÏ 
oÉÇSÏ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ, iÉÉå rÉWû iÉoÉMüÉ ExÉMüÐ lÉeÉU xÉå AÉåfÉsÉ 
WûÏ UWûÉ | AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ lÉå pÉÏ ElWåÇû AmÉlÉÏ ÌaÉlÉiÉÏ xÉå oÉÉWûU 
UZÉiÉå WÒûL WûÏ iÉÉsÉÏ AÉæU jÉÉsÉÏ oÉeÉÉD |  

qÉaÉU uÉå cÉÑÌMü CxÉÏ xÉqÉÉeÉ AÉæU SåzÉ Måü uÉÉxÉÏ jÉå iÉÉå 
WûqÉÉUÏ EmÉå¤ÉÉ MüÉUhÉ ElÉMüÉ AÎxiÉiuÉ iÉÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ lÉWûÏ WûÉå 
xÉMüiÉÉ jÉÉ | AÉÎZÉU uÉå jÉå iÉÉå WûqÉÉUå oÉÏcÉ Måü WûÏ | SåzÉurÉÉmÉÏ 
sÉÉMüQûÉElÉ lÉå ElÉMåü xÉÉqÉlÉå SÉå oÉÄQåû xÉuÉÉsÉ ZÉÄQåû MüU ÌSL | 
mÉWûsÉÉ rÉWû ÌMü eÉoÉ zÉWûU oÉÇS WûÉå eÉÉLÇaÉå iÉÉå uÉå UWåÇûaÉå MüWûÉð 
mÉU? AÉæU SÕxÉUÉ rÉWû ÌMü oÉÇSÏ Måü xÉqÉrÉ ElÉMåü ZÉÉlÉå-mÉÏlÉå 
MüÐ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MæüxÉå WûÉåaÉÏ ? 

ClÉ SÉålÉÉå xÉuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉ E¨ÉU ElWåÇû zÉWûUÉåÇ MüÐ oÉåSZÉsÉÏ 
xÉå ÍqÉsÉÉ | CxÉMüÐ xÉoÉxÉå mÉWûsÉÏ AÉWûOû SåzÉ MüÐ UÉeÉkÉÉlÉÏ 
xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ mÉU ÍqÉsÉÏ, eÉoÉ uÉå sÉÉåaÉ AirÉÇiÉ 
MüÌPûlÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ MüUiÉå WÒûL xÉæMüÄQûÉå-WûeÉÉUÉåÇ ÌMüsÉÉåqÉÏOûU SÕU 
AmÉlÉå aÉÉÇuÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü mÉæSsÉ WûÏ ÌlÉMüsÉ mÉÄQåû | ElÉ mÉÏÌÄQûiÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ MüiÉÉU AoÉ cÉÏÇÌOûrÉÉåÇ MüÐ MüiÉÉU oÉlÉ aÉrÉÏ | 

AÉÎZÉU LåxÉÉ YrÉÉåÇ WÒûAÉ ? WûqÉ CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉlÉå 
qÉåÇ lÉÉMüÉqÉ UWåû | xÉqÉÉeÉ lÉå ElÉMüÐ xÉŠÉD eÉÉlÉlÉå Måü oÉeÉÉrÉ 
qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ Måü mÉëÉåmÉåaÉæÇQûÉ AÉæU fÉÔPû mÉU pÉUÉåxÉÉ MüU ÍsÉrÉÉ ÌMü 
xÉUMüÉU iÉÉå ClÉMåü ÍsÉL xÉoÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| CxÉÍsÉL 
ElWåÇû sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ MüÉ EssÉÇbÉlÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÉ qÉÉlÉÉ aÉrÉÉ | YrÉÉåÇÌMü 
qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ lÉå rÉWûÏ WûqÉåÇ xÉqÉfÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ | AoÉ uÉå WûqÉÉUå ÍsÉL SåzÉ 
MüÉå ZÉiÉUå qÉåÇ QûÉsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå sÉÉåaÉ jÉå| xÉUMüÉU MüÉå oÉSlÉÉqÉ MüUlÉå 
uÉÉsÉå AÉæU ÌuÉmÉÍrÉÉåÇ Måü WûÉjÉ qÉå ZÉåsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉÉÎeÉzÉMüiÉÉï jÉå|

WûqÉ ElWåÇû oÉÑUÉ pÉsÉÉ MüWûiÉå UWåû, sÉåÌMülÉ AoÉ uÉå CiÉlÉå 
qÉeÉoÉÔU WûÉå aÉL jÉå ÌMü SåzÉ Måü qÉWûÉlÉaÉUÉåÇ xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ 
xÉÄQûMåÇü ElÉMåü SÒZÉ AÉæU SSï xÉå pÉU aÉrÉÏÇ | AoÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ 
ElWåÇû lÉWûÏ ÍNûmÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ jÉÉ | AoÉ OíûÉåsÉ AÉqÉÏï ElWåÇû ÌMüxÉÏ 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü SsÉ Måü EMüxÉÉuÉå qÉåÇ AÉMüU xÉUMüÉU MüÉå oÉSlÉÉqÉ 
MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉqÉÔWû MüÐ xÉÇ¥ÉÉ lÉWûÏ Så xÉMüiÉÏ jÉÏ | AoÉ uÉå 
SåzÉ pÉU MüÐ xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ mÉU jÉå | uÉå AmÉlÉå SÒZÉ AÉæU SSï MüÉå 
AmÉlÉå xÉÏlÉå qÉåÇ eÉeoÉ MüUiÉå WÒûL mÉæSsÉ WûÏ xÉæMüÄQûÉåÇ-WûeÉÉUÉåÇ 
ÌMüsÉÉåqÉÏOûU MüÐ rÉÉ§ÉÉ mÉU ÌlÉMüsÉ mÉÄQåû jÉå| ÎeÉlÉ qÉWûÉlÉaÉUÉåÇ MüÉå 
ElWûÉåÇlÉå oÉlÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ, ÎeÉlWåÇû xÉeÉÉrÉÉ AÉæU xÉÇuÉÉUÉ jÉÉ, AoÉ uÉå 
ElÉxÉå oÉåSZÉsÉ WûÉåMüU AmÉlÉå aÉÉÇuÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü sÉÉæOû UWåû jÉå | 
ATüxÉÉåxÉ ÌMü ElÉ qÉWûÉlÉaÉUÉåÇ lÉå ElÉxÉå rÉWû lÉWûÏ MüWûÉ ÌMü rÉWû 
xÉoÉ iÉÑqWûÉUÉ pÉÏ Wæû | rÉWûÉÇ xÉå YrÉÉåÇ eÉÉ UWåû WûÉå | ÃMü eÉÉAÉå | 

WûqÉ ElWåÇû MüÉåxÉlÉå qÉåÇ rÉWû pÉÔsÉ aÉL ÌMü ElÉMåü mÉÉxÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ-
rÉÉmÉlÉ MüÐ qÉÔsÉpÉÔiÉ AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉLÇ mÉWûsÉå xÉå WûÏ EmÉsÉokÉ lÉWûÏ 
jÉÏ | uÉå ÎeÉlÉ bÉUÉåÇ qÉåÇ UWûiÉå jÉå, uÉå oÉxÉ LMü mÉÄQûÉuÉ pÉU jÉå | 
LMü NûÉåOûÏ xÉå MüÉåPûUÏ qÉåÇ AÉPû-SxÉ sÉÉåaÉ CxÉÍsÉL eÉÏuÉlÉ 
rÉÉmÉlÉ MüU sÉåiÉå jÉå ÌMü ClÉqÉåÇ xÉå AÉkÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉqÉrÉ zÉWûU 
MüÐ xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ, mÉÉMüÉåïÇ AÉæU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xjÉÉlÉÉåÇ Måü AÉxÉmÉÉxÉ MüOû 
eÉÉiÉÉ jÉÉ | AÉæU ElÉMåü sÉÉæOûlÉå iÉMü oÉÉMüÐ AÉkÉå sÉÉåaÉ zÉWûU 
qÉåÇ ZÉÉMü NûÉlÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌlÉMüsÉ cÉÑMåü WûÉåiÉå jÉå | sÉÉMüQûÉElÉ 
Måü oÉÉS ClÉ xÉoÉMüÉå 24 bÉhOåû ExÉÏ MüÉåPûUÏ qÉåÇ oÉÇS UWûlÉÉ jÉÉ 
| rÉWû ÌoÉsMÑüsÉ pÉÏ AxÉ½ jÉÉ | 

eÉWûÉÇ iÉMü UWûÏ oÉÉiÉ ZÉÉlÉå MüÐ iÉÉå UÉåeÉ MüqÉÉlÉå ZÉÉlÉå 
uÉÉsÉÉ LMü oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÄQûÉ iÉoÉMüÉ AoÉ pÉÔZÉqÉUÏ MüÐ MüaÉÉU mÉU 
jÉÉ | ExÉå xÉUMüÉU ²ÉUÉ EmÉsÉokÉ MüUÉL aÉL pÉÉåeÉlÉ MüÉå mÉÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL mÉÉÇcÉ-xÉÉiÉ bÉhOåû MüÐ MüiÉÉU qÉåÇ ZÉÄQûÉ WûÉålÉÉ mÉÄQûiÉÉ 
jÉÉ | rÉWû AmÉqÉÉlÉeÉlÉMü pÉÏ jÉÉ AÉæU ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ AÉSqÉÏ Måü 
ÍsÉL §ÉÉxÉSmÉÔhÉï pÉÏ | uÉå AmÉlÉå eÉÉÇaÉU MüÉå ZÉOûÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå sÉÉåaÉ 
jÉå, ÌMüxÉÏ MüÐ pÉÏZÉ mÉU mÉsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå sÉÉåaÉ lÉWûÏÇ | SxÉ-oÉÏxÉ 
ÌSlÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÉS ElWåÇû rÉWû LWûxÉÉxÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ ÌMü CxÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ xÉå 
oÉåWûiÉU Wæû ÌMü aÉÉÇuÉ sÉÉæOûlÉå MüÉ oÉÄQûÉ eÉÉåÎZÉqÉ WûÏ EPûÉrÉÉ eÉÉrÉ 
| uÉå MÑüsÉ ÍqÉsÉÉMüU ÌuÉMüsmÉWûÏlÉ jÉå | 

MüÉåUÉålÉÉ xÉqÉrÉ qÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï
UÉqÉeÉÏ ÌiÉuÉÉUÏ 
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qÉÉWûÉæsÉ MÑüNû CxÉ MüSU ÌuÉwÉæsÉÉ oÉlÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ ÌMü eÉoÉ 
uÉå pÉrÉÉlÉMü mÉUåzÉÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå fÉåsÉiÉå WÒûL AmÉlÉå aÉÉÇuÉ AÉæU bÉU 
mÉWÒÇûcÉå, iÉÉå uÉWûÉÇ pÉÏ ElWåÇû ÌiÉUxMüÉU WûÏ ÍqÉsÉÉ | ElWåÇû MüÉåUÉålÉÉ 
uÉÉWûMü qÉÉlÉMüU ÌiÉUxM×üiÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ | ElÉ mÉU TüÎoiÉrÉÉÇ MüxÉÏ 
aÉrÉÏÇ | xÉUMüÉU lÉå ElÉMåü ÍsÉL eÉÉå MüÉåUålOûÏlÉ xÉåÇOûU oÉlÉÉrÉå jÉå, 
uÉå qÉÔsÉpÉÔiÉ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå uÉÇÍcÉiÉ jÉå | oÉÉuÉeÉÔS CxÉMåü ElWûÉåÇlÉå 
xÉÉUÏ qÉÑÎzMüsÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉWûÉ | uÉå aÉÉÇuÉ Måü oÉÉWûU OåÇûOû sÉaÉÉMüU UWåû 
| oÉÉaÉÏcÉå qÉåÇ ElWûÉåÇlÉå zÉUhÉ sÉÏ| uÉWûÏÇ MÑüNû xÉqÉrÉ oÉÉS eÉoÉ 
qÉkrÉuÉaÉÏïrÉ iÉoÉMüÉ AmÉlÉå aÉÉÇuÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü sÉÉæOûÉ, iÉÉå xÉUMüÉU 
lÉå ExÉMüÐ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ ZrÉÉsÉ UZÉiÉå WÒûL MüÉåUålOûÏlÉ Måü 
ÌlÉrÉqÉÉå MüÉå oÉSsÉ ÌSrÉÉ | AoÉ AmÉlÉå bÉU qÉå mÉ×jÉMüuÉÉxÉ MüÐ 
AlÉÑqÉÌiÉ Så SÏ aÉrÉÏ | MüÉUhÉ rÉWû jÉÉ ÌMü rÉWû qÉkrÉuÉaÉÏïrÉ 
iÉoÉMüÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ MüÍqÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU EÇaÉsÉÏ EPûÉ xÉMüiÉÉ jÉÉ | 
ExÉå xÉÉåzÉsÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ qÉåÇ uÉÉrÉUsÉ MüU xÉMüiÉÉ jÉÉ | eÉoÉÌMü 
qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï ExÉå ÌlÉrÉÌiÉ qÉÉlÉMüU cÉÑmÉcÉÉmÉ xÉWûiÉÉ AÉrÉÉ jÉÉ | 

ÌTüU mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ eÉÏ lÉå AÉmÉSÉ qÉåÇ AuÉxÉU MüÉ lÉÉUÉ ÌSrÉÉ 
| sÉaÉÉ ÌMü rÉWû oÉÉiÉ SåzÉ Måü ÍsÉL MüWûÏ aÉrÉÏ Wæû | qÉaÉU 
ATüxÉÉåxÉ ÌMü ElÉMüÐ rÉWû oÉÉiÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉÇeÉÉåÇ MüÉå AÉæU 
qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûD | ÌuÉÍpÉ³É UÉerÉ xÉUMüÉUÉåÇ lÉå 
AÉmÉSÉ qÉåÇ AuÉxÉU MüÉ sÉÉpÉ EPûÉiÉå WÒûL qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå ÍqÉsÉå 
iÉqÉÉqÉ ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ | ÎeÉlÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ 
Måü ÍsÉL ´ÉÍqÉMü uÉaÉï lÉå xÉÌSrÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉå 
WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ExÉlÉå AlÉÌaÉlÉiÉ MÑüoÉÉïÌlÉrÉÉÇ SÏ jÉÏ, 
ExÉå LMü fÉOûMåü xÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ | iÉMïü ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ 
ÌMü CxÉxÉå E±ÉåaÉ eÉaÉiÉ AÉMüÌwÉïiÉ WûÉåaÉÉ AÉæU qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå 
CxÉMüÉ sÉÉpÉ ÍqÉsÉåaÉÉ | iÉÉå YrÉÉ xÉUMüÉU lÉå pÉÏ rÉWû qÉÉlÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ 
ÌMü E±ÉåaÉ eÉaÉiÉ MüÉå ÍxÉTïü qÉeÉSÕU lÉWûÏ cÉÉÌWûL, uÉUlÉ ExÉå 
oÉÇkÉÑAÉ qÉeÉSÕU cÉÉÌWûL | AÉæU xÉUMüÉU ElWåÇû rÉå oÉÇkÉÑAÉ qÉeÉSÕU 
EmÉsÉokÉ MüUÉLaÉÏ | rÉÉÌlÉ ÎeÉlÉ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÐ WûÉsÉiÉ mÉWûsÉå xÉå 
WûÏ CiÉlÉÏ SrÉlÉÏrÉ Wæû, AÉmÉ ElÉMåü oÉcÉå-ZÉÑcÉå AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉå 
pÉÏ xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüUMåü rÉWû SÉuÉÉ MüU UWåû WæÇû ÌMü CxÉxÉå ElÉMüÉ 
pÉsÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| rÉWû ÌMüxÉ iÉUWû MüÉ AÉmÉSÉ qÉåÇ AuÉxÉU Wæû ÌMü 
AÉmÉ sÉÑOåû-ÌmÉOåû AÉSqÉÏ Måü zÉUÏU xÉå oÉcÉÉ-ZÉÑcÉÉ ZÉÔlÉ pÉÏ 
ÌlÉMüÉsÉ MüU ExÉMåü oÉåWûiÉU xuÉÉxjrÉ MüÐ MüÉqÉlÉÉ MüU UWåû WæÇû 
| AÉæU SÒZÉS rÉWû ÌMü LMü xÉÇuÉåSlÉWûÏlÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ ExÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå 
xÉå WûÉåiÉå WÒûL SåZÉ UWûÉ Wæû |

´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÉ ZÉÉiqÉÉ LMü LåxÉÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ jÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉqÉå 
xÉUMüÉU AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ Måü qÉÇxÉÔoÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉ aÉL | rÉWû 
xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ xÉqÉfÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ Wæû ÌMü AÉmÉ ÎeÉxÉMüÉ pÉsÉÉ MüUlÉÉ 
cÉÉWûiÉå WæÇû, ExÉå AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ xÉå xÉÑxÉÎ‹iÉ MüUiÉå WæÇû , ExÉå 
xÉqÉ×® MüUiÉå WæÇû | sÉåÌMülÉ rÉWûÉÇ xÉUMüÉU qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ Måü oÉcÉå ZÉÑcÉå 
AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüUlÉå Måü oÉÉS SÉuÉÉ MüU UWûÏ jÉÏ ÌMü 

CxÉxÉå ElÉMüÉ pÉsÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ | AÉæU ÍcÉÇiÉÉeÉlÉMü rÉWû pÉÏ ÌMü 
xÉqÉÉeÉ ClÉ fÉÔPûÏ oÉÉiÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉcÉ qÉÉlÉMüU xuÉÏMüÉU MüU UWûÉ jÉÉ | 

ÌTüU xÉUMüÉU lÉå MüWûlÉÉ zÉÑÃ ÌMü WûqÉ ClÉ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÉå 
aÉÉÇuÉ qÉåÇ WûÏ MüÉqÉ SåÇaÉå | ClÉMåü WÒûlÉU MüÉ sÉÉpÉ EPûÉLÇaÉå | qÉaÉU 
YrÉÉ WÒûAÉ ...? ÎeÉxÉ qÉlÉUåaÉÉ MüÉå xÉUMüÉU mÉÉlÉÏ mÉÏ mÉÏMüU 
MüÉåxÉ UWûÏ jÉÏ, ExÉÏ qÉlÉUåaÉÉ qÉåÇ ClÉ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÉå MÑüNû MüÉqÉ 
ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ | eÉÉå sÉÉåaÉ WûeÉÉU ÂmÉrÉÉ mÉëÌiÉÌSlÉ MüqÉÉiÉå jÉå AoÉ 
uÉå 200 MüÐ qÉeÉSÕUÏ MüUlÉå mÉU oÉÉkrÉ WÒûL| rÉWû MüÉqÉ lÉWûÏ 
jÉÉ|  oÉxÉ pÉÑZÉqÉUÏ xÉå oÉcÉlÉå MüÉ EmÉÉrÉ jÉÉ| oÉÉS qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU 
pÉÉUÏ pÉUMüqÉ oÉÏxÉ sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû MüÉ mÉæMåüeÉ pÉÏ sÉåMüU AÉrÉÏ 
| qÉaÉU uÉWû pÉÏ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï mÉU MåüuÉsÉ eÉsÉ ÍNûÄQûMülÉå uÉÉsÉÉ 
WûÏ xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûAÉ | qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ MüÐ oÉrÉÉlÉoÉÉÎeÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå SÕU eÉqÉÏlÉ 
mÉU qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ WûÉsÉiÉ eÉxÉ MüÐ iÉxÉ WûÏ oÉlÉÏ UWûÏ | 

rÉÉlÉÏ ElWåÇû zÉWûU Måü sÉÉMüQûÉElÉ lÉå oÉÉWûU MüU ÌSrÉÉ | bÉU 
uÉÉmÉxÉÏ Måü oÉÉS ElWûÉåÇlÉå AlÉÌaÉlÉiÉ SÒZÉ fÉåsÉå | aÉÉÇuÉ AÉlÉå 
mÉU ÌiÉUxMüÉU xÉWûÉ | xÉUMüÉU lÉå ElÉMåü oÉcÉå-ZÉÑcÉå AÍkÉMüÉU 
pÉÏ NûÏlÉ ÍsÉL | xÉqqÉÉlÉeÉlÉMü MüqÉÉD MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÉ qÉeÉSÕU pÉÏ 
sÉåoÉU cÉÉæUÉWåû mÉU ZÉÄQûÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉcÉÉlÉå MüÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï MüUiÉÉ ÌSZÉÉ 
| AÉæU CiÉlÉå mÉU pÉÏ xÉUMüÉU AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ lÉå rÉWû EmÉWûÉxÉ 
pÉUÉ SÉuÉÉ MüUlÉÉ zÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ ÌMü ClWåÇû iÉÉå zÉWûU sÉÉæOûlÉÉ 
WûÏ WûÉåaÉÉ | SåZÉiÉå WæÇû ÌMü rÉå sÉÉåaÉ aÉÉÇuÉ qÉåÇ ÌMüiÉlÉå ÌSlÉ UWûiÉå WæÇû 
| rÉWû LMü kÉqÉMüÐ pÉÏ jÉÏ AÉæU ElÉMüÐ qÉeÉoÉÔUÏ MüÉ EmÉWûÉxÉ 
pÉÏ | ÌMü WûqÉ AÉmÉMüÉå CxÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉMüU ZÉÄQûÉ MüU SåÇaÉå 
ÌMü AÉmÉMüÉå WûqÉÉUå CzÉÉUÉåÇ mÉU cÉsÉlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ | rÉWû LMü iÉUWû 
MüÐ aÉÑsÉÉqÉÏ uÉÉsÉÏ MüWûÉlÉÏ Wæû | AÉmÉMüÉå aÉÉÇuÉ qÉåÇ MüÉqÉ ÍqÉsÉåaÉÉ 
lÉWûÏ, CxÉÍsÉL AÉmÉ zÉWûU sÉÉæOûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL oÉÉkrÉ WûÉåÇaÉå |

LåxÉÉ lÉWûÏ Wæû ÌMü qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ xÉqÉxrÉÉLÇ mÉWûsÉå lÉWûÏ 
jÉÏ | rÉÉ ElÉMåü ÍsÉL xÉoÉ MÑüNû AcNûÉ WûÏ jÉÉ | sÉåÌMülÉ rÉWû 
eÉÃU Wæû ÌMü eÉæxÉå-iÉæxÉå ElÉMåü eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÐ aÉÉÄQûÏ pÉÏ cÉsÉ UWûÏ 
jÉÏ | MüÉåUÉålÉÉ-xÉqÉrÉ qÉå MÑüNû iÉÉå mÉëM×üÌiÉ lÉå AÉæU AÍkÉMüiÉU CxÉ 
urÉuÉxjÉÉ lÉå ExÉ eÉæxÉå-iÉæxÉå MüÉå pÉÏ iÉWûxÉ lÉWûxÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû 
| rÉWû xÉcÉqÉÑcÉ §ÉÉxÉSmÉÔhÉï Wæû ÌMü eÉÉå sÉÉåaÉ AmÉlÉå eÉÉÇaÉU Måü 
mÉxÉÏlÉå xÉå CxÉ SåzÉ MüÉå oÉlÉÉ UWåû WæÇû, xÉÇuÉÉU UWåû WæÇû, rÉWû SåzÉ 
ElÉMüÐ eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ ElÉMåü xÉÉjÉ ÌoÉsMÑüsÉ pÉÏ lÉWûÏ ZÉÄQûÉ Wæû | 

iÉÉå YrÉÉ WûqÉlÉå AmÉlÉå WûÏ ÌWûxxÉå MüÐ uÉÉÎÄeÉoÉ oÉÉiÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
xÉÑlÉlÉå xÉå CÇMüÉU MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû ? xÉÉåÍcÉLaÉÉ | 

(Writer is an activist of Varanasi Division)

Corona times have brought us face to face with 
some stark realities of our society, of which the 
issue of migrant labour is an important one. Not 
only the rulers, even we were blissfully unaware 
of the reality around us, thanks to the mainstream 
media. And the Govt , which seem to have woken 
up now, is actually busy in ‘converting the crisis into 
opportunity’ launching vicious attacks on lablour 
laws, while coaxing the migrant labour to return to 
the now much-more business-friendly cities.

Cartoon courtesy: Sajith Kumar, Deccan Herald
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One may allude the near- absence of big 
names such as McDonalds in Cuba  to the 

sanctions imposed by the US after the revolution 
led by Castro but should  never miss the miracle 
in its health sector. John Kirk, a professor of Latin 
American studies at Dalhousie University, Canada 
mentions that Cuba has 8.2 doctors per 1000 
people, a rate thrice that of the US and twice 
that of Italy. Life expectancy in Cuba is roughly 
same that of the US and it boasts of better 
infant mortality rate and under-five mortality. 
In the healthiest countries list, 2019 Cuba stood 
at number 30 while the US was at 35. Sixty five 
percent of medicines required by the Cuban 
republic is produced indigenously. It also exports 
sophisticated drugs including CIMAvax, a lung 
cancer vaccine. We may add that one of its 
anti-virals, Interferon Alpha 2B has been used to 
treat COVID19 in China and Cuba. Besides, since 
1960 Cuba has been successfully carrying on its 
medical internationalism for altruistic reasons. It 
has sent 4,00,000 medical staff in 164 countries 
since then. Its ‘Operation Miracle’ has been 
treating several thousand with ophthalmological 
issues including 25,000 patients, many of them 
children, from Ukraine after the Chernobyl 
implosion.  During the current COVID19 pandemic 
Cuban health staff were helping many countries, 
noteworthy among them Italy and South Africa. 

Apart from medical exportation Cuba’s Henry 
Reeve International Medical Brigade provides 
aid to foreign states during times of epidemics 
and disasters. The Brigade, through its 74000 
voluntary frontline health care workers have 
saved an estimated 80000 lives and treated 3.5 

FIGHTING THE EPIDEMIC: 

SOME ALTERNATIVE STORIES

million people. In an article in science.thewire.
in Ben Burges writes that in 2016, Hurricane 
Matthew killed dozens of Americans and Haitians. 
Not a single Cuban life was lost. Even pets 
were evacuated and veterinary doctors were 
stationed at evacuation centres. In the wake of 
the COVID19 crisis Cuba’s nationalised factories 
that make school uniforms and other non-medical 
items took up the task of manufacturing masks. 
COVID19 cases in Cuba are just 3093, including 
death of 88 and 2472 recoveries. In March, 2020 
a trans-Atlantic cruise ship named MS Breamer 
carrying 682 passengers from the UK got stranded 
after five of its passengers became COVID 
positive and several dozen others suffered from 
flu-like symptoms. According to sources in the 
British government who spoke to CNN, the UK 
reached to the US and Cuba “to find a suitable 
port for the Breamer”. The US, with its xenophobic 
penchant against the “Chinese virus”, refused 
the cruise any of its ports while Cuba allowed it 
to dock at Mariel, treated the COVID19 patients 
and sent others home via Havana airport.

Vietnam has also succeeded in containing 
COVID19. Till date it has just around a thousand 
cases. The government announced national 
emergency just after the sixth case was reported 
while prioritising its objectives to preserve its 
people, unlike the hollow announcement of 
JAAN HAI TO JAHAAN HAI, even at the cost of its 
economy. Its prime minister termed the fight as 
“SPRING OFFENSIVE 2020”, referring the battle to 
the fight that defeated the US imperialism in 1975. 
They took ample care to maintain food security for 
their 96 million people, with a ban on rice export 

Neo-liberalism is inimical to public health. In 
response to the pandemic some rich nations 
have become more selfish. But countries like 
Cuba, Vietnam and China and states like Kerala 
have shown us the much needed paradigm 
shift in development ecosystem. The above four 
alternatives have shown us another cure for the 
entire gamut of crises that the world is facing today.
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and a novel concept of rice ATMs. Vietnam has 
announced a financial package of 111.55 million 
US dollars to safeguard its workers who suffered 
during the quarantine. They have learnt from 
their previous experience of SARS in 2013 and 
human variants of avian influenza between 2004 
and 2010. In 2017, this tiny nation had spent 7.5% 
of its GDP in healthcare that is going to touch 20 
billion US dollars this year. Even as the memories 
of chemical weapons are too hard to die down, 
Vietnam has gifted 4,00,000 masks and PPEs to the 
US and about half a million to France, Germany, 
Spain, Italy and the UK. A related search on IMF’s 
website would result in a highlighted box with an 
interesting quote: ‘The father of the Vietnamese 
nation, Ho Chi Minh, once noted that: “The 
storm is a good opportunity for the pine and the 
cypress to show their strength and their stability.” 
Vietnam has so far shown strength and stability 
in weathering the COVID19 storm, and offers a 
successful model of how a developing country 
can fight a pandemic.’

World media and their votive gods are still 
agog with their “Chinese conspiracy” stories 
about COVID19. But there are flashes that even 
the mainstream media cannot hide further. In 
an article dated March 29, 2020 in ‘The Week’ 
magazine’s web edition Rabi Banerjee quotes Li 
Xiaojun, information director State Council, the 
highest administrative body of China, regarding 
the nationwide awareness campaign against 
the disease through social media and state 
controlled media outlets: “The awareness has 
been done at such a level that even my three-
year-old understands that there is an outbreak 
and one needs to stay inside.” The same article 
goes on stating how electric car makers were 
asked to produce masks and PPEs; how Apps 
were developed to track, trace and treat the 
people; how students were home-schooled; how 
food was delivered home and of course how 
the genome sequence was sent to labs to find 

a vaccine fast.
China’s marvel in medicine and healthcare 

may be dated back to the olden days of the 
barefoot doctors who went to the villages, taught 
the villagers about basic hygiene and worked on 
vaccination.  When Mao Zedong took control of 
the nation, its average lifespan was just 35 years. 
In 2016, it stood at 76.5. The Chinese model on 
public healthcare has a few salient features. 
China has earmarked health as a formidable part 
of its development program. It stresses on non-
profit, state- run health system with presence of 
private entity, though the market being in control 
of the state.

Back home, an interesting story about a 
student from Kerala. WHO announced COVID19 
as an impending public health emergency on 
5th January,2020. The Kerala government had a 
high-level experts’ meeting on 27th January. The 
first student from Wuhan arrived in Kerala and was 
tested positive in 30th January. Evidently, the state 
government had its priorities right. The website of 
WHO in its news on 2nd July,2020 says: “The state 
government’s prompt response to COVID19 can 
be attributed to its experience and investment 
made in emergency preparedness and outbreak 
response in the past during Kerala floods in 2018 
and especially the NIPAH outbreak in 2019.” A 
scientific temper in fighting the epidemic and a 
pre-emptive, pro-people activism has left Kerala 
much ahead of other states. Though there is 
spike in cases after the nationwide lockdown was 
eased, both the national and the international 
media haven’t failed to heap praise on Kerala’s 
performance in containing the pandemic. A 
recent news in BBC’s website has said: “Most 
epidemiologists believe Kerala has done a good 
job on the whole. The case fatality rate is one 
of the lowest in India. The hospitals are not yet 
overwhelmed by a surge of patients. The state 
boasts India’s most robust public health system. 
The government began rolling out COVID19 
treatment centres with oxygen-equipped beds 
in hundreds of villages.”

In essence, the above instances offer us an 
alternative. Neo-liberalism is inimical to public 
health. In response to the pandemic some rich 
nations have become more selfish. Countries like 
Cuba, Vietnam and China and states like Kerala 
have shown us the much needed paradigm 
shift in development ecosystem. A simple look 
at their Human Development Index figures 
would be sufficient: CUBA-0.778; CHINA-0.758; 
VIETNAM-0.693; KERALA-0.779. The above four 
alternatives have shown us another cure for the 
entire gamut of crises that the world is facing 
today.

(Writer is an activist of Kolkata MDO1)

‘To stay at 

home is to love 

your country’: 

A poster in 

Vietnam
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A remarkable positive lesson of the Covid-

19-induced lockdowns has been a better 

understanding of what our daily activities do 

to nature. It was like a controlled experiment 

in a laboratory: with the economy shut down 

for all practical purposes, there were blue skies, 

cleaner air and rivers, and greater visibility of 

animals moving out of forests with less fear as they 

checked out the world we share with them. Of 

course, economic lockdowns cannot be the cure 

for continuous environmental decay. However, 

it was a lesson that should remove doubts in the 

minds of those who still believe that humans are 

the masters of the universe and the rest of nature 

is at our service, to be used and exploited at will. 

Another important lesson that the pandemic is 

teaching us is the fact that we can all survive on 

much less than what we actually consume. Our 

material needs are often inessential and induced 

by the bombarding of corporate advertisements. 

Instead of consuming to live, we have begun 

living to consume. Consumption has become an 

end in itself.

Two important conclusions can be drawn 

from the interrelated lessons. The first is that the 
obsession with economic growth measured by 

the aggregate statistic called gross domestic 

product is inadequate to indicate the well-

being of the people and the planet they inhabit. 

Moreover, the usual activities of production and 

consumption inflict severe damage to the natural 
environment, polluting life-support systems like 

clean air, fresh water and fertile soil as well as 

exhausting non-renewable natural resources like 

oil and mineral ores. Hence, if there is a return to 

business-as-usual after the pandemic wanes, the 

systematic damage of the natural environment 

will continue. That can only jeopardize life on this 

planet, including human life, both for the present 

as well as for future generations. The second 

conclusion is that alternatives to an exclusive 

obsession with aggregate growth are possible, 

with more emphasis on a fairer distribution of 

existing resources and wealth, coupled with 

higher stress on creative pursuits and culture. 

John Stuart Mill described it in his prescription 

for a steady-State where a low growth-rate 

was accompanied by what he described as a 

cultivation of the “social graces”.

Many thinkers are trying to imagine a world 

after Covid-19. Most believe that many things will 

have to change: how we work, how we travel, 

how we socialize, healthcare systems, the delivery 

of educational services and so on. Nations will 

have a chance to reset their economic priorities. 

Not that all nations will exercise that option. 

Many will return to business-as-usual with terrible 

Slash and burn

A lesson from the pandemic is  to remove 
doubts in the minds of those who still believe 
that humans are the masters of the universe 
and the rest of nature is at our service, to be 
used and exploited at will.  Business, politics, 
and even science have got enmeshed in a 
web of myopic greed.  Post-covid, nations 
will have a chance to reset their economic 
priorities. Not that all 
nations will exercise 
that option. India, 

too, has an option to change the course  towards a more 
sustainable economic development However, the EIA 

draft notification is  turning to be a recipe for disaster.

AnuP SinhA  former professor of Economics, IIM Calcutta,
                                                                       (Courtesy:Telegraph 13/8/2020)

The EIA notification 

is a recipe for disaster

Image courtesy:Newsclick
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long-term consequences. Business, politics, and 

even science have got enmeshed in a web of 

myopic greed. Tomorrow is just another new day 

to make money and dominate nature. The world, 

in the recent past, has witnessed the emergence 

of authoritarian leaders in many countries who 

believe that protecting the environment is a 

liberal conspiracy to reduce profits and economic 
development. India, too, has an option to 

change the course of economic development 

towards a more sustainable one. The nation had 

been one of the pioneers of an international 

movement for environmental protection and has 

a comprehensive set of legislations on different 

aspects of environmental conservation. It is 

another matter altogether that there has been 

a widening gap between the ground reality and 

the law. India was ranked 177 out of 180 nations 

measured by the Environmental Performance 

Index published by Yale University in 2018. India 

has marginally improved its rank to 168 in 2020. 

Most experts believe that India has to redouble 

its efforts at sustainable development. The Union 

government does not seem to share that view.

A recent development in the law is a newly 

amended notification of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment 2020 replacing the earlier EIA 

of 2006. The EIA entails that any development 

project must get a clearance from the ministry 

of environment, forest and climate change 

to ensure that the project does not damage 

the natural environment beyond repair. The 

clearance was mandatory before any major 

development project could commence. There 

has been some amount of dilution in the reading 

and the interpretation of the EIA notification since 
2006. Business lobbies have complained about 

the clearance, claiming that it takes too long to 

prepare the documents. Then the government 

took an even longer time to give the clearance. 

Perhaps in response to these complaints, the 

National Democratic Alliance government has 

come up with the amended version, which will 

set the environmental management clock back. 

Two basic principles guide environmental 

management. Since nature is a shared resource 

belonging to everybody, changes brought about 

by large projects need to be understood by the 

people — the beneficiaries as well as by those 
adversely affected by the damage caused 

by building the artefacts of the project. Hence 

people’s participation in decision-making is of 

utmost importance. Many of the benefits and 
the damages are uncertain. In such a situation, 

the precautionary principle of risk management 

is adopted which suggests that in the presence 

of prima facie evidence that an action can 

cause heavy environmental damage, it would 

be best not to adopt it. This is better than 

allowing the damage to occur, and then trying 

to make repairs. Expert opinion is needed for 

these assessments. It reflects the philosophy of 
prevention being better than cure.

The new EIA seems to violate both these 

principles. In a rush to attract new investments, the 

government has virtually done away with public 

consultation in the assessment process and also 

the use of expert opinion. Even reports of violations 

of environmental laws made by affected parties 

can now be ignored by the government. Penalties 

in the form of remedial action can be levied by a 

government agency or a regulator on the basis of 

a suo moto admission by the project developer 

that a law has been violated. It is not clear why 

developers would like to bring penalties upon 

themselves. There is a long list of industries exempt 

from EIA clearance altogether: coal, oil, methane 

and shale oil to name a few. All these can create 

heavy pollution and natural destruction. National 

parks, roads and highway construction have also 

been given a large leeway to encroach upon the 

environment. Ex-post facto clearances can be 

given by the government in such cases.

The document is open to many ambiguities 

and different interpretations. This can only 

encourage opportunistic behaviour by business 

and government alike. In the last few years, 

more than 4,000 hectares of forest land have 

been diverted for coal-mining. In a grim finding, 
a World Bank study stated that almost 23 per 

cent of mortality among children under five is 
due to environmental factors — of which 12.6 

per cent of children pass away due to concerns 

with water supply, sanitation and hygiene while 

indoor air pollution claims 9.8 per cent of the 

children. Unsurprisingly, the report noted that the 

damage caused by environmental degradation 

affects the poor population more. Rich and 

powerful businessmen will be happy with the new 

EIA notification. The poor will hardly know what 
its implications are to their lives. It will improve 

the ease of doing business, but it will also cause 

irreparable harm to the nation’s future. The 

obsessive engagement with GDP is an erroneous 

understanding of what constitutes economic and 

social well-being at best and is a supreme act of 

anthropogenic arrogance at the worst.
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Fascism: Classical 

and present form

In recent times, the term ‘fascism’ has become 
so widely used that it has become difficult to 

define it precisely. It is often used as a metaphor 
by the fiercest critics of any politics. Historically, 
however, fascism refers to extreme right-wing, 
anti-democratic, ultranationalism that spread 
rapidly through Europe between the two world 
wars. Though it is commonly associated with Adolf 
Hitler, fascism took its form first as a paramilitary 
and political movement under Benito Mussolini in 
1919. The name of Mussolini’s party is derived from 
the Latin word “fascis”. The word “fascis” means 
a bound bundle of wooden rods, often with an 
exposed blade of an axe, which symbolises power 
in ancient Rome. Bringing back that symbol of 
ancient Rome, Mussolini represented the Italians 
bound by the authority of the state.

Historian Ruth Ben-Ghiat of New York University, 
a noted historian on authoritarianism, defines a 
fascist government as one who” has only one 
party, led by a dictator who through violence 
has shut down all opposition, including from 
the judiciary, the press and so-called enemies 
of the state.”. If we accept this definition, then 
the government led by the Prime Minister of 
India Narendra Modi cannot be called a fascist 
government! The coalition government of NDA 
is an elected government. In this country, voting 
is held every five years in accordance with the 
constitution. Six national parties and fourteen 
provincial parties, recognised by the election 
commission, regularly participate in elections. 
Issues such as corruption in the electoral process 
and inconsistencies in the Representation of the 
People Act are not the subject of this article. Our 
topic is the analysis of the activities of the central 
government based on the definition of fascism. 
While criticising the NDA government at the 
Center, some say it is a fascist government while 
some others term it an authoritarian government. 
In the light of these two statements, a question 
arises about how can one distinguish between 
fascism and authoritarianism? According to 
Jason Stanley, a professor of philosophy at Yale 
University and author of the book “How Fascism 
Works”, there are several notable features of 
fascism. Fascism appeals to an imaginary and 

glorious past destroyed by the forces of liberalism, 
cosmopolitanism and globalism. The fantasy of a 
uniform past can take on multiple dimensions — 
racial, cultural, religious”.  That is, a state based 
on one race, one culture, or one religion, and it is 
always patriarchal. This combination of traditional 
patriarchal roles gives the strong man in power the 
moral authority to impose his will on the present. 
Fascism uses the application of the mythical past 
to establish a hierarchy of authority or priesthood 
among the people. Fascism, through its appeal to 
the mythic past, tries to create distinctions among 
people based on a false sense of worthiness. For 
example, the worth of law-abiding people more 
than the criminals, hard-working people over 
the lazy, racially purer people over the impure 
people, heterosexuals over homosexuals, etc. 
Those considered worthy by these yardsticks are 
deemed to be the actual people of the nation. 
People who are considered to be incompetent 
are identified as a threat to the deserving people. 
Thus a division is created in the form of “Us” versus 
“Them”.  False distinctions between the so-called 
qualified and unqualified populations, spread 
through propaganda and anti-intellectualism, 
create a fertile ground for the development of 
conspiratorial theories. The imagery of partial 
realities and degenerate language act as 
vehicles of the propaganda.  As the American-
German philosopher, Hannah Arendt writes, 
“the hallmark of fascist propaganda is not just 
that it promotes lies, which is characteristic of 
propaganda in general, but that it promotes lies 
in service of policy that seeks to make them true.”  
If we look at the actions of the current rulers of 
the country and their propaganda based on this 
analysis, then we can see the reflection of fascism 
in the mythical past.

According to historian Ruth Ben-Ghiat, a party 
government led by a dictator may not exist in 
our country at the moment, but the standard 
features of fascism are fully present in the ruling 

AmiSh GuPtA
Senior journalist

(Courtesy: Countercurrents 11/8/2020)

– differ only in method and strategy
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political party and its leadership. They want to 
reorganise the country based on the Hindutva 
nationalism, Hindu culture and Hinduism. And 
to implement this core agenda, they constantly 
fuel the ‘Us’ versus ‘Them’ fight in every stratum of 
society. Tagging any anti-government statement 
as an anti-nationalist activity has now become 
a daily occurrence. Sometimes the government 
or members of the ruling party also identify the 
opposition as agents of the enemy state. All 
these are reflections of the fascist mentality of 
identifying the “worthy” and the “unworthy”as 
per the mythical past.

Philosopher Hannah Arendt wrote that a 
common feature of all fascist propaganda is 
falsehood. Over the past decade, we have 
seen and continue to see the vital role of false 
propaganda, false promises, in the massive rise 
of the rightists in Indian politics. Since the time of 
election campaign before the general election in 
2014, we have become accustomed to the false 
messages like ‘deposition of Rs 15 lakh in every 
citizen’s bank account’ spread in 2014 to‘No one 
has occupied an inch of Indian and told to us 
recently in 2020. The incessant false, misleading 
propaganda of the IT cell of the BJP or Sangh 
family has now become the subject of research. 
In other words, the propaganda strategy of the 
ruler is being formulated and implemented in our 
country in accordance with the basic principles 
of fascism.

Professor Jason Stanley in his book, “How 
Fascism Works”, writes that fascist movements, 
while emphasising specific collective identities 
(such as Hindi, Hindu, Hinduism in the Indian 
context), promote a social Darwinian morality. This 
morality says that people have to fight with each 
other to acquire power, money and resources in 
this free-market system. In the process, fascism 
attempts to weaken the theory of class division or 
conflict by breaking up labour movements and 
unions. Fascism tries to crush any solidarity call for 
unifying exploited people as well as the call to end 
all inequality created in society. In times of severe 
economic depression, fascism seeks to strike at 
trade unions most effectively. Taking advantage 

of the worldwide corona pandemic, we have 
seen attempts to take away the rights of the 
working class in Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. Even 
before this, Indian citizens have witnessed a two-
pronged attack by the factory owners and the 
administration to crush the existing trade unions 
and to prevent the formation of new trade 
unions in Gurgaon or Manesar areas of Haryana. 
After coming to power in 2014, the present NDA 
government had decided to dilute the existing 
labour laws of the country through extensive 
amendment. The government has decided to 
trim forty-four central labour laws to suit the needs 
of the industrialists in the present time and has 
planned to document four labour laws or codes 
of conduct. The process has already begun. The 
code of conduct has greatly reduced the rights 
of trade unions and has increased the power of 
the owner.

Thus the basic features of the fascist ideology 
of a mythical past and modern history are fully 
present in the present rulers of the country, 
albeit under the veil of a democratic system of 
governance. There is no direct similarity between 
the fascist methods of Benito Mussolini or Hitler 
and the fascist methods used in today’s India. In 
our country, institutions like elections, judiciary, 
media still survive, and oppositions have not yet 
been liquidated. However, everything is there to 
fulfil the wishes of the ruler. And this situation has 
been created under the guise of democracy 
and not in a crude imitation of Hitler’s violent 
actions. Opposition leaders are controlled using 
government investigative or anti-corruption 
agencies or through the distribution of a meagre 
share of power. An invisible thread of the ruler 
controls the majority of the media. Allegations 
of secret collusion between the judiciary and 
the government are now often heard in social 
life. Culture is being moulded mimicking the 
style of the mythical past embellished with 
various interpretations. Hence, it needs careful 
observation and analysis to understand this subtle 
way of imposing fascism, and we all should be 
aware of its threat before it becomes too late!

The basic features of the fascist ideology of a mythical past and 

modern history are fully present in the present rulers of the country, 

albeit under the veil of a democratic system of governance. There is 

no direct similarity between the methods of Benito Mussolini or Hitler 

and the  methods used in today’s India. In our country, institutions 

like elections, judiciary, media still survive, and oppositions have not 

yet been liquidated. However, everything is there to fulfil the wishes 
of the ruler. 

Courtesy:Indian Cartoon Gallery
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August 5 : A Tribute to 

the values of the Republic

Mughal-e-Azam, exactly              

60 years ago, displayed                  

a bold imagination of the 

nation, law, governance  

and  dissent

As the triumphant narratives of August 5, 

celebrating the bhoomi pujan that marks 

the beginning of the construction of the Ram 

temple in Ayodhya get recorded in history, they 

will inaugurate a new majoritarian identity for a 

Republic that was hitherto proudly upheld as a 

secular, democratic polity where all religions of 

the nation and their followers had equal rights. 

Some of us, however, would like to remember 

this date for a different reason that is cause for 

celebration as well.

August 5, also marked the 60th anniversary of 

K Asif’s dream project, the magnificent Mughal-

e-Azam, that released on this date at Maratha 

Mandir in Bombay to massive crowds, eagerly 

awaiting a film that had been 15 years in the 
making.

The difference between the two events — 

equally popular — could not be starker. The 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders who were 

present at the bhoomi pujan, and others who 

were not in attendance, were instrumental in 

initiating and encouraging imaginaries of a 

majoritarian Hindu India. For them, the destruction 

of a monument such as the Babri masjid, which 

they claim was built on a site that was the exact 

birthplace of lord Ram, was crucial to overcome 

centuries of humiliation at the hands of “foreign 

rule”. This dream project is now set to be realised, 

and with it, we will see the birth of a new Republic 

that goes against the founding principles of this 

nation.

So how does Mughal-e-Azam represent a 

different imaginary of the Republic? Can a film 

that has its roots in a play that was written in 1922 

in Lahore — Anarkali by Imtiaz Ali Taj; that was 

read and appreciated by several luminaries all 

over north India, including Rabindranath Tagore; 

that was realised on screen several times; and 

that colonised the imagination of K Asif when 

he first encountered it in 1944 as a 20-year-old, 
embody different imaginaries of nationhood, law, 

governance, the role of the intellectual, the place 

of dissent, and the power of a self-sacrificing 
poignant, beautiful legendary romance?

Mughal-e-Azam realises on screen not only all 

these resonances, but also represents an India that 

respected talent for itself and not for the identity 

of those involved in creative acts. It recognised 

that the nation that was born in 1947, with its roots 

in centuries of pluralism and mutual coexistence 

of multiple faiths, was equally constituted by 

the bhakti imaginaries in the bhajans and thumris  

in praise of Krishna and Ram as it was by Sufi 
ideas articulated in the qawwalis imbued with 

conceptions of ishq that brought human and 

divine love together, without a thought to the 

sacrifices that this love would demand.
Akbar’s court in the film powerfully brings 

together these traditions. It is a court in which 

irA BhASKAr 

Professor of cinema studies at the 

School of Arts and Aesthetics, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University

(Courtesy: Hindustan Times 7/8/2020)



SEPTEMBER 2020 31

In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W

o
r
k
e
r

the Janmashtami festival is celebrated with 

fervour, with Akbar receiving prasad from 

Jodhaa Bai and performing the ritual of pulling 

the cord of Krishna’s cradle gently. As a finale 
of the celebrations, Anarkali dances to the 

Benaras thumri, mohe panghat pe nand lal ched 

gayo re. The mise-en-scene and performance 

forms, including her kathak, are in the tradition of 

the Rajput courts. Her other kathak performance, 

articulating the challenge that her love for Salim is 

to Akbar’s patriarchal and imperial authority, pyar 

kiya toh darna kya, is, on the other hand, in 

Islamicate registers in mise-en-scene, lyrics, and 

performance codes.

Jodhaa Bai maintains her Hindu identity, one 

that Akbar respects. This is indicated not only in 

the Janmashtami sequence, but also in his desire 

that his queen sends him off to battle with the 

customary tilak and handing over of the sword 

representing her wishes for his success as per 

Rajput custom. That Man Singh has a prominent 

role in the upbringing of Prince Salim is another 

indication that in Akbar’s court, Rajput Hindus had 

significant functions to perform.
However, these are not the only reasons 

why Mughal-e-Azam embodies a vision of India 

that is different from the one that is being realised 

in Ayodhya. Along with its articulation of the 

poignant tale of Anarkali and Salim’s doomed 

love in deeply poetic, spiritual and emotional 

terms, the film is also a statement about how 
the right to challenge authority should be an 

individual right.

As Anarkali sings of her fearless love in 

contravention of the diktats of the emperor; as 

Salim states his freedom to love when he says that 

his heart is not Hindustan over which the emperor 

can claim autocratic rights of rule; or as the poet, 

artist and sculptor, Sangtarash, asserts the right 

and freedom of intellectuals to critique authority 

and power and attempt to awaken authoritarian 

figures to the destructive implications of their 
actions, the film can be seen as articulating a 
vision for a new post-colonial democratic India. 

This is a vision in which the right to dissent and 

critique ought to be recognised as a fundamental 

right. That the Indian Constitution guarantees 

this right, along with the right to practise and 

believe in non-Hindu faiths, and that Mughal-e-

Azam embodies these and celebrates an India 

that made such a vision possible, is a value that 

we need to cherish and preserve as a new India 

is born.

PANDIT JASRAJ
Pandit Jasraj, doyen of Indian classical music 
passed away on 17th August 2020 at the age of 
90 in United States.  He was a recipient of Padma 
Vibhushan in 2000.  He has left a rich legacy of 
classical music and syncretic culture of India.

RAHAT INDORI
Rahat Indori a popular and rebel Urdu poet 
died on 11th August 2020 at the age of 70.  He 
succumbed to cardiac arrest while undergoing 
treatment for Covid.  His poetry has inspired many 
anti-establishment movements.

Insurance Worker deeply mourns the deaths of 
these great personalities of arts and literature and 
dips its banner in memory of them.
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Ga u h a t i  D i v i s i o n 

i n s u r a n c e 

Employees’ Association 

(GDIEA)  celebrated 70th 

formation day of our 

beloved organisation 

AIIEA on 1st July, 2020 

by various programmes. 

On the occasion of 

Foundation day of the 

AIIEA , many base units 

of  GDIEA organised 

colourful programmes 

during lunch recess. 

In the evening  GDIEA  

organised a Webinar 

through zoom meeting 

and Facebook Live on 

the subject “ AIIEA and the Challenges Ahead” 

. For the first time GDIEA organised Seminar in 
vertual way due to Covid 19  pandemic situations. 

The  speaker of the webinar was Com. Satanjib 

Das, former vice President of AIIEA and former 

president of EZIEA . Com Das explained brief history 

of the AIIEA and its struggles since inception. He  

described the Insurance employees movement 

prior to nationalisation and after nationalisation  

under the leadership of AIIEA. He placed in detail 

the need and functioning of organisation and 

link with history of AIIEA and challenges ahead  

of us . He also elaborately dealt with the many 

of the successful struggles carried out by AIIEA 

resulting into comfortable working atmosphere 

70th Formation Day of AIIEA celebrated at Guwahati

DONATION TO 

BUILDING
The  SCZ IEF  a long  w i th 

I C E U  H y d e r a b a d  a n d 

S e c u n d e r a b a d  a r e 

constructing a building to 

house the Union offices. The 
project is near completion and 

expected to be inaugurated 

in the next couple of months.  

Com M.Siva Kumari, Assistant, 

City Branch 18, Hyderabad 

Division on her retirement has 

donated Rs 1 lakh towards 

the building fund.  Memorandum handed over to Sri Digvijay Singh                                         
at Bhopal against LIC IPO

and improvement in living standards. After his 

submission   Com. Ranjit Bhuyan , Joint Secretary 

of GDIEA raised some question texted by the 

participants in the chats box.   Com Maitreyee 

Misra  president, GDIEA  presided over the 

meeting. Moreover, Com. Dhurbajyoti Ganguli, 

President , EZIEA, Com. Saikat Choudhury, 

General Secretary, DIEA, Jalpaighuri , Com. 

Dibyajyoti Baruah , General secretary, JDIEA 

and COM. Rajat Roy, General Secretary, BDIEA  

also participated in the webinar. A total of  sixty 

participants including newly recruited assistants 

attended through  zoom meeting apps and more 

than nine hundred viewed via facebook live.
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AIIEA GENERAL SECRETARY        
ADDRESSES EMPLOYEES AT HAZARIBAGH

A meeting was arranged on 14.07.2020 by 
Insurance Employees’ Association Hazaribagh 

Division to felicitate the newly elected General 
Secretary of AIIEA, Com. Shreekant Mishra on his 
first visit as the General Secretary of AIIEA. Com. 
Mishra was on a personal and family tour to Orissa. 
Despite his hectic schedule, he agreed to spend 
sometime with the employees and address them. 
Though, due to pandemic restriction, a limited 
number of IEAHD members could attend the 
meeting, the aura and energy of the presence 
of Com Shreekant was felt by the entire Division. 
The meeting started with welcome address by 
Com. M.K.Prasad, Gen. Secretary, IEAHD. Com. 
J.P.Munda, Vice President IEAHD felicitated 
Com. Shreekant Mishra, followed by the Base 
Secretaries of local units.  

Com. Shreekant Mishra in his address thanked 
IEAHD for the special gathering. He elaborately 
discussed the nations’ present scenario and 
thoroughly exposed the gaps between the 
slogans and actions like “Aapda ko Awasar 

me badlo” (turn misfortune into opportunity) to 
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” (Self reliant India). 

Com Shreekant pointed out that the 
government utilising the pandemic crisis is 
attacking the democratic rights of the common 
people. When a major part of the population 
of our country is facing hunger and job loss due 
to Corona crisis, the Govt. is busy announcing 
disinvestment and sale of public enterprises on 
daily basis. A single word of dissent from media 
or social activists or public is being thrashed 
upon with every possible means by the ruling 
class. The democratic setup of independent 
India has never been under such a stress before. 
Throwing light upon the economic condition of 
the country, he said that the Indian economy 
was facing an unprecedented slowdown.  Every 
sector of the economy is in deep crisis. Even 
in the bleak economic scenario and intense 
competition from private players, LIC has shown 
in 2019-20 a growth of 27.15% and retained 76% 
of market share. Terming the act of listing of LIC 
“an immoral exercise with bogus arguments”, 
Com. Mishra reiterated that the Policy Holders 
are real owner of LIC to whom 95% of the profits 
are paid and the Govt. only a minority with 5% of 
share. He also condemned the Govt’s move to 
give ‘lateral entry’ to private players in Coal India 
and Railways and decision to sell out altogether 
24 PSU in near future. 

Com. Shreekant Mishra called upon the 
members of IEAHD to rise to the occasion to 
protect the industry. He said that the need of 
the hour is to correctly understand the politics of 
the ruling classes and forge greater unity of the 
working class to fight these policies.  

Com. J.C.Mittal, Organizing Secretary, IEAHD 
proposed vote of thanks. The meeting was 
presided over by Com. S.K.Sinha, Jt. Secretary, 
IEAHD.

The workers of the unorganised sector were 
affected much in the covid 19 situation. Due to 
lock down the life become more miserable.

Insurance Employees’ Union, Belagavi Division 
appealed for volunteer contribution to help 
those affected by Covid 19.  Comrades of 
Belagavi Division responded well. Utilising the 
contribution, IEU Belagavi Division along with LIC 
& GIC Retired Employees’ Association distributed 
ration kits of essential groceries to 90 families of 

Relief work at Belagavi 
the weavers residing in Vadagaon area, Belagavi 
on 11.07.2020.

The weavers expressed their happiness for the 
fine gesture.

Apart from the above, IEU Belagavi Division 
contributed Rs.50000/- to CM’s Relief Fund.

All the office-bearers of Insurance Employees’ 
Union, Belagavi Division and LIC & GIC Retired 
Employees’ Association were present.
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Kerala State level Convention against listing 
of LIC and its IPO was held on 16.08.2020 through 
Zoom App with fb live. Com P Rajeev, Ex MP, 
inaugurated the convention. In his inaugural 
address Com Rajeev reminded the participants 
that the IPO of LIC is not an isolated issue, but 
part of the neo liberal economic policies of 
the government at the Centre. When opinion is 
mounting world over in favour of nationalisation 
and increased state intervention in economic 
activities, in India government is going ahead 
with their denationalisation agenda. Even this 
Covid 19 induced crisis is utilised as an opportunity 
for carrying forward their pro corporate policies. 
He emphasised the need to broaden our unity 
beyond all divisive considerations to further our 
resistance against government policies including 
reforms in insurance Sector.

Kerala State Convention against  LIC IPO
A resolution urging the government to desist 

from its move to list LIC and to divest its shares 
and calling upon the people to join in campaign 
and struggle against the government policies was 
moved by Com. Treesa P Ignatius, President, LICEU, 
Kottayam Division. Supporting the resolution Com 
PP Krishnan, Vice President, AIIEA exposed the 
hollowness of the Government’s arguments to list 
LIC. Nearly 650 people attended the convention 
through Zoom and facebook. Com P Raju, Vice 
President, SZIEF presided over the Convention. 
Com IK Biju, Joint Secretary, SZIEF welcomed 
the participants and Com PB Baburaj, General 
Secretary, LICEU Ernakulam Division proposed 
vote of thanks. This was the second state level 
convention organised by South Zone Insurance 
Employees’ Federation against LIC IPO.

Webinar on “ Indian Economy- Challenges & Prospects”
People for India forum, Visakhapatnam and 

Forum for Development of North Andhra jointly 
organised a webinar on the topic “Indian Economy- 
Challenges and Prospects” on 15.8.2020. The 
webinar was addressed by Prof. Jayati Ghosh, JNU. 

 Prof Jayati Ghosh said the Covid 19 pandemic 
has hit the nation badly and the people are suffering 
due to the ill planned lockdown enforced in the 
country. 95% of the workforce  employed in the 
informal sector have been deprived of the basic 
necessities during the lockdown. Physical distancing 
and sanitation remain a distant dream for the masses 
residing in crowded areas. The Government should 
have put in efforts to improve health infrastructure, 
medical facilities, medical practitioners, nurses etc. 
Out of the 1% of GDP allocation to health sector the 
central government has spent only 0.3% of GDP to 
improve the health infrastructure in the country. The 
government has messed up with the lives of 20 crore 
migrant workers. The government did not support 
the state governments also in dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Even the state governments 
found it difficult to come to the rescue of the 
migrant workers due to severe financial crunch. The 
government has refused to provide the 77 million 
tonnes of food grains lying idle in the godowns, to the 
vulnerable sections. It can actually provide Rs.7500 
for three months to the vulnerable sections of the 
society whose wage incomes have been lost due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Even after distribution 
of foodgrains, financial assistance of Rs.7500 for 
three months, the cost of these measures will not 
go beyond 3.5% of GDP of our country. But this 
government is committed to fiscal conservatism and 

aims at limiting fiscal deficit. Actually, the economic 
activity will be generated by more spending from 
the government. By limiting social expenditure, 
consumption of people will go down resulting in 
piling up of industrial goods in the godowns. The 
whole economic activity will come to a standstill 
and the investments will dry up. The government 
can also consider enhancing employment upto 200 
days under MNREGA scheme in the rural areas and 
also extend the scheme to the urban areas. The two 
relief packages announced by the government, 1st 
to the tune of .7% of GDP and second in the name 
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat for 20,00,00 lakh crores 
has failed to take off. The overall spending of the 
government through these packages is limited to 
1.3% of GDP and the remaining package is credit 
expansion package only. Instead, the government 
is focused on speeding up the privatisation of 
public sector enterprises in the country. They are 
under the assumption that labour market flexibility 
and relaxation in environmental regulations will 
pave way for more FDI into the country. Instead 
of supporting the vulnerable sections of the 
workers, the government is extending huge tax 
breaks, bailout packages, credit facilities to the 
big corporates like Adani and Ambani, who are 
getting credit at cheaper rates from the reserve 
bank of India whereas the state governments like 
Kerala are being forced to pay interest at 9%. 
The government is utilising this pandemic to move 
ahead with its authoritarian policies against the 
people of the country and to silence dissent and 

Contd on Page 40
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A State level Webinar against privatization 
was held on 8th August, 2020.  Comrades from 
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry participated in 
the Webinar.  Com.T.K.Rangarajan, Former MP, 
CPI(M) and Com.Thomas Franco, Former General 
Secretary of the SBI Officers’ Federation and 
Convenor, Save Public Sector Forum were the 
Special Speakers.

The Webinar was held in connection with 
the call given by the Forum of 10 Central Trade 
Unions and Sectoral Trade Unions.  The call was to 
observe 9th of August, the day on which the call 
for ‘Quit India’ movement against the British rulers 
was given by the Congress in 1942, as ‘Save India 
Day’ – ‘Save Public Sector Day’.

Com.T.K.Rangarajan, while delivering his 
address traced the historical background under 
which the call for ‘Quit India Movement’ was 
given by the Congress and how powerful was that 
movement.  He paralleled the situation prevailed 
then with that of the present situation in which 
the government is unmindful of the sufferings of 
the people.  He criticized the Modi government 

Tamil Nadu State-level  Webinar 
against Privatisation

Kerala State Government has started online/

virtual classes for school students from June 1, 

2020.  These online classes are being conducted 

to ensure that students in Kerala are not missing 

out the classes due to lockdown enforced across 

the country due to the Corona pandemic.  Over 

four million students of class 1 to 12th classes 

studying in over 16000 state syllabus schools 

have got access to these online classes.  Nearly 

99.95% of state school students have access to 

online classes as reported by Minister for General 

Education of State, Com. C Ravindranath.

Womens’ sub-committee, LIC Employees’ 

Union, Kottayam Divis ion 

d o n a t e d  3 7  t e l e v i s i o n 

sets worth Rs.2,89,890/- to 

underprivi leged students 

for attending online classes 

conducted by  schoo l s .  

Kottayam DO base uni t 

donated 15 television sets 

amounting to Rs.1,11,000/- 

and the balance 22 television 

sets are donated by various 

branches of Kottayam Division.  

for its utilizing the present Pandemic in its favour 
implementing the neo-liberal agenda.  He called 
upon our cadres to be prepared to wage a 
bitter struggle against the attempts of the Modi 
government to privatize the LIC.  He also insisted 
that our agenda should be the fight against the 
neo-liberal policies.

Com.Thomas Franco elaborated the attempts 
of the successive governments in dismantling 
the Public Sector of this country.  He specifically 
narrated the designs of the government in 
privatizing the profit making BSNL and the Public 
Sector Banking Industry.  He praised the AIIEA for 
its vision, forethought and strategy and exuded 
confidence that this time also AIIEA would come 
out successful in its struggle in protecting the LIC 
in the Public Sector.

The Webinar  was pres ided over  by 
Com.R.Sarvamangala, Vice President, SZIEF.  
Earlier, the Welcome Address was given by 
Com.S.Ramesh Kumar, Joint Secretary, SZIEF.  
The Webinar came to a conclusion with the vote 
of thanks by Com.S.Sivasubramanian, Treasurer, 
SZIEF.  More than 500 Comrades participated in 
the webinar.

TV Sets donated to Poor &  Deserving Students 
Womens’ sub-committee ensured that the 

television sets are donated to genuinely deserving, 

needy and poorest students who do not own a 

television. 

Vaikom BO Womens’ sub-committee has 

donated Rs.64,650/- for the marriage of a girl in 

a poor family, for meeting medical expenses of 

patients and for providing food materials to an 

extremely poor family.  Thodupuzha BO Womens’ 

sub-committee is helping a needy family to 

renovate their house in dilapidated condition by 

bearing the cost of construction of walls, doors 

and windows.
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• According to the sources in the Government the 
Centre  may classify insurance as a ‘strategic 
sector’ under the new privatisation policy. There 
will be maximum of four state-owned insurance 
firms in the long run.

• Around 1,02,565 Covid-19 claims have been 
registered by the general insurers with an 
estimated claim of Rs 1,644 crore .The number 
of claims settled by insurers as at August 11, is 
52,880 and the claim amount paid, around Rs 
628.95 crore.

• In view of the disruption of normal business 
activity following the outbreak of the coronavirus 
pandemic, IRDA has permitted the life insurers 
to obtain consent of prospective policy holders 
electronically.  This facility is being allowed on 
experimental basis with immediate effect till 
December 31, 2020 and limited to pure risk 
products.

• The Air India Express Boeing 737 which met with 
an accident at Kozhikode on Friday night was 
insured for $ 50 million. The fleet of Air India 
is insured for around $10 billion.  The policy is 
underwritten by four public sector insurance 
companies covering all 17o plans of Air India, 
Air India Express and Alliance Air.

• The Covid-19 crisis has devastated the economy 
and the income of the millions.  Policyholders 
are running to insurance companies to surrender 
their policies.  Many insurance companies, 
LIC taking the lead, have been advising the 
policyholders to take loan instead of the 
surrendering the policy.  Heeding to the advice 
many policyholders are now going in for loan.

• The General Insurance Council (GI Council) is 
planning to move an application in the Supreme 
Court to implead itself in a petition that is 
seeking to subsidise medical treatment to 
covid-19 patients. The council wants the health 
ministry to fix uniform rates for all patients 
seeking treatment against the virus, irrespective 
of whether they are insured or not.

• There has been a sharp spike in complaints 
post  COVID-19 outbreak that pr ivate 
hospitals are demanding huge advance 
before admission even from patients having 
cashless medical insurance. Issuing a 
circular, Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority (IRDA) has put the onus of taking steps 
against medical establishments for deficiency 
in service on the insurer. What action can be 

taken by the insurance company?

• T h e  S e c u r i t i e s  a n d 
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
on Friday imposed a penalty of 
Rs 10 lakh each on Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC), State 
Bank of India (SBI) and Bank of 

Baroda (BoB) for failing to reduce their stake in 
UTI Mutual Fund (MF) below 10 per cent within 
the stipulated time.

• There seems to no satiable appetite for 
foreign investors when it comes to the stocks 
of insurance companies.  Having invested 
Rs.27,514 crore, highest inflow among all the 
sectors in FY 20, foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
pump in Rs.6,166 crore in the first quarter of FY 
21.  Imagine what will happen once LIC IPO is 
on.

• IRDA says standardisation of insurance products 
would not only6 create trust and confidence 
in the minds of the policy holders, but will also 
enable insurers to market their product easily 
and help reduce disputes during the settlement 
of claims.

• Five years after its inception in 2016-17, the 
Pradhan MantriFasalBima Yojana (PMFBY) 
has run into rough weather. The farmers are 
dissatisfied with both the level of compensation 
and delays in settlement, insurance companies 
have shown no interest in bidding for clusters 
that are prone to crop loss. States - Bihar, 
West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Jharkhand and Gujarat - are opting out of 
the scheme and launching their own versions. 
They are unable to deal with a situation where 
insurance companies compensate farmers less 
than the premium they have collected from 
them and the Centre.

• Insurers who do not treat customers fairly when 
calculating payouts for business interruption 
due to the coronavirus crisis will face action 
by Britain’s markets watchdog,the Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA). It  has taken eight 
insurers to court over business interruption policy 
wordings, which the insurers say do not cover 
the pandemic, with a ruling expected in mid-
September.

• According to the latest Gloval Insurance Market 
index released by broker and risk adviser Marsh 
Global average commercial insurance prices 
increased 19% in the second quarter of 2020.

• Global insured property losses from disasters 
were USD 31 billion in the first half of 2020, 
up from USD 23 billion a year earlier Natural 
catastrophes accounted for USD 28 billion of 
the insured losses, most resulting from secondary 
perils events.

A.M.KHAN, DHARWAD
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S.SRIDHARA, MYSORE 

•  Colombo Port workers in Srilanka 
whose employemnt was put on 
hold during Covid-19 Pandemic, 
have been holding a daily 
picket at the port from August 
10th to demand reinstatement 
. Hundreds of workers,including 
drivers, inspectors and other workers have 
denounced the Government and demand a 
discussion with the Labour Commissioner.

• Tens of thousands of young doctors from 
General hosptital in Korea struck for the 
day on August 7th against the Governments 
proposal “ medical workforce reforms” plan. 
The strikers included Interns and Residents 
Doctors who oppose a Government plan to 
expand admissions to Medical Schools by 400 
a year to resolve the shortage of qualified 
medical personnel. According to Korean media 
about 16000 members to the Korean Intern 
Resident Association participated in the strike. 
The Association accused the Governemnt of 
offering little financial support and extremely 
low salaries. On 14th August 13000 strong Korean 
Medical Association went on strike. 

• Over 1500 UK Council workers at Tower Hamlets 
Council in London began 3 days of strikes from 
13.08.2020. The workers have already taken six 
days action in June and July. The workers include 
Social Workers, Housing Homelessness support 
workers, Library staff, youth service special 
educational needs teachers, refuse assistants 
and street cleaners.They are opposed to the 
New Contract imposed on July 2nd by the Labour 
Control Council.

• On 11 th August Debenham’s staff held a 
protest outside major UK store in Manchester 
and again on 15th August.The retail Company 
announced a further 2500 job losses as it 
proposes closing distribution centres on top of 
closures announced earlier in the year. Former 
workers of Debenham’s in Ireland have held 
several protests over the last few weeks after the 
Company liquidated all its Irish outlets in April.

• Nurses in Zimbabwe are continuing their strikes. 
Now in its seventh week, after being removed 
from the payroll for July in defiance of State 
Repression. Nurses are demanding Personal 
Protection Equipment(PPE) and salaries in 
US Dollars due to the declining value of the 
Zimbabwean Dollar. The cost of living in 
Zimbabwe went high in June as inflation rages 
at 800 percent,but Nurses salaries have not 
increased.

• Pilots Engineers at Briston Helicopters in Nigeria 
began an indefinite strike at midnight on August 
10th . Aircrafts,pilots and engineers are angry 
about discrimination policies and  consistent 

victimisation of Nigerians working for the carrier.

• Nurses in Kenya are to strike over lack of PPE and 
isolation facilities for infected health workers, 
as well as unpaid salaries and risk allowance. 
The lack of pay has left nurses unable to pay 
for their food and rent. Many have not paid for 
June and July. 

• Public defenders in the Dominican Republic, 
who provide free legal aid to Persons of limited 
means began a 72 hour strike on 5th August. The 
action was called by the Dominican Association 
of Public Defenders(ADDP) to protest delays in 
payments from the National Office of Public 
Defenders .Public Defenders in the Republic 
conduct around 75% of criminal proceedings.

• Doctors,Nurses and Auxiliary staff at the Rosaria 
Pumarejo De Lopez Hospital in Colombia, have 
been on strike for over a month to demand 
payment of unpaid salaries for over 11 monhts 
.Hundreds of Hospital Employees have been 
affected by the non payment of salaries.

• Workers for DSI Tunneling in Louisville walked 
off the job on August 4th after a unanimous 
strike vote on 3rd August for not renewing new 
contracts. DSI Tunneling provides customized 
tunneling systems and equipment for the 
mining industry .It has 2000 employees who 
provide support to operations in 70 countries 
internationally.

• Hotel workers from through out the Province 
began a hunger strike at the British Columbia 
Legislature on 10th August to highlight the 
increasing hardships they are facing over 
50000 workers have been laid off from Hotels 
in the Province, since the beginning of Corona 
Virus crisis. Food in security and arrears in rent 
payments have become a reality for the workers 
and their families over the course of the summer.

• The Socialist Equality party call on Education 
workers to mobilise against Governments plan 
to reopen Schools in Septemeber despite  to 
health and lives

• Opposition  is graving away postal workers 
to the on going efforts to privatise the United 
States Postal Services (USPS) and the increasingly 
unbearable work regime. Many people are 
working two weeks at a time without a day off 
and around 12-13 hours a day.
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J.SURESH, MYSORE 

• According to Centre for monitoring Indian 

Economy, India recorded 122 million job 

losses in April 2020 and then saw 91 million 

of these jobs recover by June.  However, 

during the lockdown months, the proportion 

of households reporting an improvement in 

incomes compared to last year declined quite 

sharply.  The proportion that said that their 

incomes were higher than a year ago was 9.6% 

in April. This fell to 6.1% in May and then to 4.4% 

in June.  This clearly reflects that the recovery 
in jobs is not reflected in improvements in 

Income at all.  None of those who earned 

less than Rs.4000/- a month had their incomes 

improved and less than five percent of those 
who earned between four and six thousand a 

month had improvement but in June none had 

their improvement in income.  In April – June 

2019, only around 14% of the households that 

earned less than Rs. 6000/- per month reported 

an increase in income over a year.

• Indonesia, Southeast Asia’s largest economy 

suffered its first contraction in more than two 
decades.  Its GDP shrunk by 5.3% year-on-

year in the second quarter to a data released 

by Statistics Indonesia.  The country’s last 

contraction occurred in 1999.  Over the course 

of 2000s, economic growth accelerated to 

4/6%, becoming the fastest growing economy 

in the region outside China.  However, since 

2012 annual GDP has decreased to around 

5%.  The economy, having grown in the first 
quarter by almost 3% was expected to shrink 

by 4.6% in April-June quarter as per analysts. 

The experts are suggesting the GDP is likely to 

contract again in the third quarter, albeit at 

a slower rate, putting the economy formally 

in recession. The World Bank has predicted a 

far worse outcome: the output could contract 

by as much as 3.5% in 2020, a disaster for an 

emerging economy.

• Fitch, the credit rating agency has downgraded 

its outlook for US Credit to “negative” from 

“stable”, while retaining its AAA rating – the top 

grade, for the credit of USA.  This is a result of its 

sign of concern over the stability of the US dollar, 

under conditions where the Fed is 

pumping trillions into the financial 
system, placing a question mark 

over the credit worthiness of the 

United States.   The agency also 

said that the outlook has been 

revised to negative “to reflect the ongoing 
deterioration in the US public finances and 
the absence of a credible fiscal consolidation 
plan”. Concerns about the global role of the 

dollar as a result of the rise of government debt 

and the expansion of the Fed’s financial asset 
holdings, which have increased from $ 1 trillion 

on the eve of 2008 financial crisis to around $ 7 
trillion today, go well beyond Fitch and other 

agencies.

• According to an update, Australian economy 

will contract by 3.75% during 2020 and the 

annual federal budget deficit blow out to $ 184 
billion by next June.  That will be the biggest 

deficit since World War II.  It will be almost 
10% of GDP – more than twice the proportion 

recorded during the financial crisis of 2008-09.  
According to a survey by Morgan Stanley, 

55% of six million households survived on 

Jobkeeper, Jobseeker or the early withdrawal 

of superannuation funds and unless they found 

decent – paying jobs within six months, they 

could default and lose their homes.  

• According to PNB Paribas Asset Management, 

one of Europe’s largest investment firms, 

the global economy is facing “mother of all 

recessions”.  According to Bloomberg, the 

global real estate investment fell by 33% in the 

first half of the year.  So far, the Asia-Pacific 
region has been the hardest hit with investment 

down by 45% from a year earlier.  Hotel 

investment plunged by 59% in the first half of the 
year. Investment in retail properties dropped 

by 41%.  The GDP of Singapore declined by 

41.2% in the second quarter of the current 

year. Japan, the world’s third largest economy 

after USA and China is predicted to announce 

a 20% contraction in GDP on an annualised 

basis in the second quarter compared to the 

previous three months.  The IMF said it expects 

global GDP to contract by 4.9% this year with 

total loss of output for 2020 and 2021 to reach 

$ 12.5 trillion. China recorded a 3.2% increase 

in GDP for the second quarter, following a 6.8% 

contraction in the first.
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• LIC regains: A sharp recovery in 
equity markets from its March 
2020 low has pushed the value 
of the equity portfolio of LIC by 
Rs.1.5 trillion since April. LIC’s 
holdings in listed companies 
at the end of the March 2020 
quarter stood at Rs.4.32 trillion, which is now 
valued at Rs.5.79 trillion, translating into a rise of 
Rs.1.47 trillion, or 34 %.

• New records: LIC has registered highest-ever 
revenue in first-year premium that jumped at 
25.17% to Rs.1,77,977.07 crore for the 12 months 
period to March 2020. >Gross total income grew 
to Rs.6,15,882.94 crore for the year, up 9.83% from 
Rs.5,60,784.39 crore in the year ending March 
2019. >LIC continues to be the dominant life 
insurer with a market share of 75.90% in policies 
and 68.74% in first-year premium. >Pension and 
group superannuation business created history, 
crossing the Rs 1-lakh-crore mark collecting 
Rs.1,26,696.21 crore in new business premium 
income, recording a whopping 39.46 % growth 
from Rs 90,848.86 crore seen in the previous year 
to March 2019. >LIC has collected Rs.3,79,062.56 
crore in total premium income, registering a 
12.42% growth over Rs.3,37,185.40 crore collected 
during the previous fiscal year. >Total assets of the 
Corporation rose 2.71% to Rs.31,96,214.81 crore, 
compared to Rs.31,11,847.28 crore. >Digital 
transactions for LIC policies initiated by customers 
grew 36%.

• Go digital: All insurers have been mandated 
by IRDAI to make special efforts to enable 
policyholders to pay the premium using digital 
methods, issue policy documents through email 
and display on their websites, information on 
alternate arrangements for premium payments, 
renewal, settlement of claims, and lodging or 
other service requests. 

• OTP is sufficient: IRDAI has allowed insurance 
companies to seek consent to a proposal for 
term plans through the one-time password (OTP) 
method, doing away with the wet-signature one, 
in the wake of COVID-19. With the IRDAI move, 
a term insurance policy can now be issued 
completely online. Issuing physical policies has 
proved to be a challenge for insurers during 
COVID times.

• No need for bond: The IRDAI has released circular 
exempting entities in the space from issuing 
policy document and copy of proposal form 
in physical form, subject to certain conditions. 
Further the rule shall apply for all policies issued 
during 2020-21.

• Implementation of cashless: An insurance 
company can take action against a hospital for 

demanding advance from a policy holder who 
is supposed to get cashless service. In a recent 
circular, IRDA has put the onus of taking steps 
against medical establishments for deficiency 
in service on the insurer. 

• Temporary hospitals eligible: IRDAI has advised 
general and health insurers to settle claims for 
treatment at make-shift or temporary hospitals 
set up for COVID-19 patients. It further added that 
where any network provider has set up any such 
make-shift or temporary hospital, such make-shift 
or temporary hospital shall be regarded as the 
extension of the network provider and cashless 
facility shall be made available.

• TPA should not decide: IRDA has directed third-
party administrators (TPA) not to take health 
claims payment decisions on behalf of insurance 
companies. This means that a TPA, which is 
essentially an intermediary between a health 
insurance policyholder and a general insurer, will 
merely be involved with the processing of claims. 

• Corona growth: Sales of term plans had increased 
by around 30-40% in the first quarter of the current 
financial year compared to last year. Sales of 
critical illness riders have also seen a surge of 
around 10-20% in the last few months.

• Term premium: Private life insurers have increased 
their term insurance premiums by nearly 30% at 
a time when demand for these products has 
increased amid the Covid pandemic. Industry 
insiders anticipate another 30% jump in rates 
over the next six months largely on account of 
the reassessment of morbidity risks at the global 
reinsurance level due to the pandemic. But, LIC 
has not revised term rates.

• Merger: ICICI Lombard is all poised to acquire 
Bharti AXA General in an all stocks deal worth 
over Rs 2,500 crore, said the sources. The 
proposed merger may be announced in the 
days to come. 

• Whatsapp insurance: WhatsApp is driving its 
financial inclusion push in India with its foray into 
lending, micro-insurance, and micro-pension 
products. WhatsApp is currently running pilot 
programs for the same.

• Entry of foreign intermediaries: The finance 
ministry amended the IRDAI rules to permit 
intermediaries to operate in all special economic 
zones (SEZs). This enables foreign intermediaries 
to set up offices in any SEZs in the country.

ARIVUKKADAL, THANJAVUR
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Com Shyamal Charaborty, a veteran leader of 
the country’s trade union movement and a leading 
personality of CITU passed away on 6th August 2020. 
Com Chakraborty was admitted in nursing home at 
Kolkata for lung ailment a few days back. He was 
also affected by Covid. He was 77.

Com Shyamal Chakraborty played front line 
role in organizing the working class movement in 
west Bengal and also in national sphere. He had 
been actively associated in leading the movement 
in number of strategic sector like electricity, road 
transport, port & dock etc and had been in the 
national level leadership of the respective all India 
federations. He led the West Bengal CITU as the 
president of the state CITU for around two decades. 

Com Shyamal Chakraborty was elected MLA 
four times and discharged  the responsibility as 

The dec i s ion  of  the cent ra l 
Government to go for IPO in LIC is an 
unwarranted exercise. LIC is neither 
in need of fresh capital nor in dearth 
of urgent financial necessity. Usually 
IPO is to facilitate infusion of funds for 
capital expansion or for organic growth requirement. 
Under these circumstances it appears that the intent 
of sale of shares in LIC gives rise to many questions. 
LIC has been performing commendably ever since 
its inception to the satisfaction of all its stakeholders. 
It has not only contributed substantially to the fiscal 
needs of the infrastructure development in Nation 
building but also come to the rescue of stock 
exchanges whenever markets crashed. Therefore, it 

is wise for the Government to withdraw 
the idea of going for public issue.
                                Murty KSVS N 
                             Visakhapatnam 

peaceful protests. To overcome the economic 
crisis, the government has to create employment 
under MNREGA, extend it to urban areas and the 
MSMEs. The government has to chalk out proper 
industrial policy placing emphasis in reviving the 
economy. The central government has to help the 
retail marketing sector also which is facing a threat 
from online marketing. The government has resorted 
to price rise to generate incomes thereby penalizing 
the common people.

The webinar was presided over by Prof KV 
Ramana, Chairperson, PFI Visakhapatnam. Com 
N Ramanachalam, General Secretary ICEU, 
Visakhapatnam Division and Sri Aja Sarma, Convenor, 
FDNA also participated.

Com. Shyamal Chakraborty

DONATIONS
Com. R.Madav Kumar, ASST, DO-OS S   1000
Com. J.S.Gnanasekaran, HGA Dindigur                1000
Com. S.Kalarani, Asst. CBO-II     1000
Com. G.Kala, Asst, CBO-II     2000
Com. S.Chitra, Asst, CBO-I    1000
Com. S. Rengarajan HGA, DO     1000
Com.Suresh Chandra Dehury, Sambalpur Br -1  5000
Com.A.R.Vijayakumar, Kottayam DO              1000
Com. H.P.Tudu, IEA, Asansol       500
Com. V.S.Dhawale, HGA, Hubli Branch II   5000
Com. V.S.Ananthkumar, CM, Dharwd Main Br.  1001
Com. Amarjeet Singh, HGA, Khanna Branch  1100
Com. Debasish Ghosh, Coochbehar BO.   5000
Com. Kamal Talukdar, HGA,KMDO-1   5000
Insurance worker heartily thanks these comrades for their love 

and affection.

Webinar on Indian Economy

Minister of Transport in the Left 
Front Govt in the state for two 
terms. He also left the imprint 
of his powerful interventions 
championing the cause of 
the people and working class 
as a member of Rajya Sabha 
during 2008—2014.  

In the unfortunate death of Com Shyamal 
Chakraborty, the working class lost a valiant leader 
and left a void difficult to fill.  

Com Shyamal Chakraborty was closed 
connected to the insurance employees movement.  
The AIIEA lost a friend and guide.  The AIIEA and 
Insurance Worker deeply mourns the death of Com 
Shyamal and shares the grief with his family and 
thousands of his friends and admirers. 

..from p.34

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

  Month   Base 2001   Base 1960 

 January 2020  330     7532.55

  February        328      7486.90

  March             326      7441.24

  April             329      7509.72 

  May               330      7532.55

 June              332      7578.20      

  Base1960=Base2001x22.8259

Response
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