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ECONOMY IN DEEP CRISIS

The Indian economy is going through a 
very difficult period.  The GDP growth rate 

slipped to 5% in the first quarter of the current 
financial year.  This is the lowest growth seen 
in over six years even according to the official 
data. This trend is sure to continue in the 
second quarter severely impacting the projected 
growth for 2019-20. Leading economists have 
warned the government of further deterioration 
unless the causes of slowdown are identified 
and effective measures are taken to remedy 
the situation.  The government however, has 
adopted ostrich like attitude and continues 
to be in denial mode.  Unless the government 
recognises that economy is in deep trouble, 
how will it identify the problems and tackle 
the issue? 

Two unforgivable mistakes of the Modi 
government are responsible to a large extent 
for the current problems of the economy.  
Demonetisation demolished the rural 
agriculture economy and forced closure of tens 
of thousands of industrial units in the informal 
sector. The crisis was compounded with hasty 
implementation of GST that destroyed the 

medium and small enterprises.  The damage 
done by these two actions has to be critically 
analysed and effective measures have to be 
taken to help revive these important sectors of 
the economy.  Instead the government and its 
spin masters continue to defend these policies 
arguing that at 5%, India’s growth is much 
better than many other countries.  With this 
attitude, it is difficult to see the government 
achieving any success in tackling the present 
crisis.  Therefore, there is a real danger of the 
economy further sliding down.

The current crisis is spread over all 
sectors of the economy. Agriculture is in 
deep distress; manufacturing growth is 
showing negative trends and service sector is 
struggling.  From automobile sector to biscuit 
manufacturers, every sector is experiencing 
unprecedented crisis. The crisis has created a 
huge unemployment situation which is at an 
all time high.  Textile industry which employs 
over 100 million workers has already shed 30 
million jobs. Automobile industry is expected 
to pare down nearly a million jobs.  The Biscuit 
manufacturer, Parle has shed nearly 10000 
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jobs. Youth unemployment is worryingly high 
at around 23 percent.  It is estimated that 
nearly 35 percent of Indian youth who possess 
graduate degrees and above are unemployed.

In the recent period, government has 
announced some stimulus package for sectors 
like housing.  But these half hearted measures 
cannot kick start the revival of the economy.  
Most of the measures taken by the government 
are on the supply side when actually the 
problem deeply lies on the demand side.  The 
problems from automobile to biscuits suggest 
that Indian economy is suffering from lack 
of demand.  The RBI data shows that the 
growth of per capita  income is at a 5 year low 
indicating a serious squeeze of the incomes.  
The growth rate of per capita GDP and net 
disposable income have fallen the most in the 
post demonetisation years.  Lower disposable 
incomes naturally mean that people have less 
money to spend.  Therefore, the government 
must take measures to create demand rather 
than remaining totally focussed on supply side 
problems.

To revive the economy, government must 
immediately address the issues of rural 
economy.  The situation demands massive 
public investments in rural areas that would 
not only create permanent assets and facilities 
for agrarian economy but also solve the 
immediate issue of rural joblessness to some 
extent.  Stimulus package directed to revive 
the informal sector which employs over 90% of 
the workforce in the country is an immediate 
necessity.  Solutions to the problems of small 
and medium enterprises relating to GST like 
cumbersome filing of returns and refunds 
have to be found. Fixing the economy on these 
lines require resources.  The tax revenues 
of the government have been falling and a 
government wedded to fiscal fundamentalism 
hesitates to breach the fiscal deficit to help 
mobilising resources for public investment.

It is now accepted that global economy is 
decelerating.  More than $15 trillions of bonds 
today are trading with zero or negative yields.  
This indicates that slowing down of the global 
economy is here for a long time.  This apart the 
ongoing trade wars have made the situation 
much more unpredictable.  In such a situation 
placing excessive reliance on exports and FDI 
to promote growth in our country will not 
yield any positive results. Exports are already 
experiencing huge decline and the confidence 
of the global investors in the economy seem 

to be shaky. There are indications of flight of 
capital with small and medium businesses 
leaving India and setting up businesses 
elsewhere.  The big corporate conglomerates 
are also making substantially investments 
outside the country.  Morgan & Stanley has 
estimated that 23000 dollar millionaires have 
left the country last year alone.  The outward 
flow of capital is also taking place through 
Liberalised Remittance Scheme.  The financial 
year 2019 saw outward remittance of $13.7 
billion under this scheme by the High Net-
worth Indians.

In such a situation, there is no possibility 
of private investments in the economy.  The 
revival of the economy is possible only through 
Public investments.  We have always held 
the view that GDP alone is not the barometer 
to judge the well being and living standards 
of the people.  The growth in GDP has no 
meaning to the life of vast majority of the 
people when the top 1% of the population 
has control over 52 percent of the national 
wealth.  The faithful of neo-liberalism must 
understand that no economy can sustain 
itself in the face of such massive inequalities. 
The simplest way of creating demand is to 
undertake a just redistribution of wealth and 
incomes. Instead the government is attacking 
the living conditions of the people and have 
undertaken reforms to make the labour laws 
favourable to the capital and sell the public 
sector enterprises.

This has given rise to huge disenchantment. 
Massive struggles of the workers are developing.  
The workers are resisting the onslaught 
on their working conditions and the Public 
Institutions so painfully built and nurtured.  
Struggles are on the verge of breaking out in 
almost all sectors of the economy throwing out 
a strong possibility of a common movement 
of the working class.  The Central Trade 
Unions and Independent Federations have 
planned a National Convention of Workers in 
the Parliament Street on 30th September.  It 
is expected that this Convention will call the 
workers throughout the country to take to the 
path of campaigns and agitation including 
industrial strikes to force the government 
to change its economic policies, arrest the 
downward slide by creating jobs and develop 
an economic model that benefits all sections 
of the people rather than allowing the fruits 
of development to be cornered by a miniscule 
section which is rich and influential.

 



In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W

o
r
k
e
r

3OCTOBER  2019

AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ aÉWûUå xÉÇMüOû qÉåÇ
pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ oÉWÒûiÉ MüÌPûlÉ SÉæU xÉå aÉÑeÉU UWûÏ Wæû| 

cÉÉsÉÔ ÌuÉ¨É uÉwÉï MüÐ mÉWûsÉÏ ÌiÉqÉÉWûÏ qÉåÇ eÉÏQûÏmÉÏ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ 
SU  mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ iÉMü ÌTüxÉsÉ aÉD Wæû| rÉWûÉÇ iÉMü ÌMü AÉÍkÉMüÉËUMü 
AÉÇMüÄQûÉåÇ Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU pÉÏ rÉWû NûWû uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå MüqÉ uÉ×Ì® SU 
Wæû| rÉWû ÃfÉÉlÉ SÕxÉUÏ ÌiÉqÉÉWûÏ qÉåÇ pÉÏ eÉÉUÏ UWûlÉå MüÐ xÉqpÉÉuÉlÉÉ 
Wæû ÎeÉxÉxÉå - MüÐ AlÉÑqÉÉÌlÉiÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ SU pÉÏ mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ WûÉåaÉÏ| 
mÉëqÉÑZÉ AjÉïvÉÉÎx§ÉrÉÉåÇ lÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÉå AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü iÉoÉ 
iÉMü AÉæU AÍkÉMü ZÉUÉoÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ cÉåiÉÉuÉlÉÏ SÏ Wæû eÉoÉ iÉMü 
ÌMü qÉÇSÏ Måü MüÉUhÉÉåÇ MüÐ mÉWûcÉÉlÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû AÉæU 
ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉå PûÏMü MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL mÉëpÉÉuÉÏ EmÉÉrÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMüL eÉÉiÉå 
WæûÇ| xÉUMüÉU lÉå WûÉsÉÉÇÌMü, vÉÑiÉÑUqÉÑaÉï MüÐ iÉUWû UuÉærÉÉ AmÉlÉÉrÉÉ 
Wæû AÉæU CxÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ xÉå ClMüÉU MüU UWûÏ Wæû| eÉoÉ iÉMü ÌMü 
xÉUMüÉU rÉWû lÉWûÏÇ qÉÉlÉiÉÏ ÌMü AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ aÉWûUÏ xÉqÉxrÉÉ qÉåÇ 
Wæû, uÉWû xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ mÉWûcÉÉlÉ MæüxÉå MüUåaÉÏ AÉæU xÉqÉxrÉÉ 
xÉå MæüxÉå ÌlÉmÉåOûaÉÏ? 

qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ SÉå A¤ÉqrÉ aÉsÉÌiÉrÉÉÆ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÐ 
qÉÉæeÉÔSÉ xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL MüÉTüÐ WûS iÉMü ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU WæûÇ| 
lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ lÉå aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ M×üÌwÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå kuÉxiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ 
AÉæU AlÉÉæmÉcÉÉËUMü ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ WûeÉÉUÉåÇ AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü CMüÉDrÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉÇS 
MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU ÌMürÉÉ| qÉkrÉqÉ AÉæU NûÉåOåû E±qÉÉåÇ MüÉå lÉ· 
MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉå eÉÏLxÉOûÏ Måü eÉsSoÉÉeÉÏ qÉåÇ MüÉrÉÉïlrÉuÉlÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ 
xÉÇMüOû MüÉå WûsÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| ClÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ MüÉrÉÉåïÇ xÉå WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉÏ 
¤ÉÌiÉ MüÉ aÉqpÉÏU ÃmÉ xÉå ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå AÉæU 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü ClÉ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÑlÉeÉÏïÌuÉiÉ MüUlÉå 
qÉåÇ qÉSS MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL mÉëpÉÉuÉÏ EmÉÉrÉ ÌMürÉå eÉÉlÉå cÉÉÌWûrÉå| 
CxÉMåü oÉeÉÉrÉ xÉUMüÉU AÉæU ExÉMåü ÌuÉvÉåwÉ¥É ClÉ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
oÉcÉÉuÉ MüUiÉå WÒûL MüWûiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü  mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ mÉU pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ uÉ×Ì® 
MüD AlrÉ SåvÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ oÉWÒûiÉ oÉåWûiÉU Wæû| CxÉ UuÉærÉå 
xÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÉå uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉÇMüOû xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå qÉåÇ MüÉåD xÉTüsÉiÉÉ 
WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUlÉÉ qÉÑÎvMüsÉ Wæû| AiÉÈ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ AÉaÉå AÉæU 
pÉÏ ÌaÉUiÉå eÉÉlÉå MüÉ ZÉiÉUÉ oÉlÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| 

uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉÇMüOû AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü xÉpÉÏ ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉå TæüsÉÉ 
WÒûAÉ Wæû| M×üÌwÉ aÉWûUå xÉÇMüOû qÉåÇ Wæû; ÌuÉÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ uÉ×Ì® lÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü 
ÃfÉÉlÉ ÌSZÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû AÉæU xÉåuÉÉ ¤Éå§É xÉÇbÉwÉï MüU UWûÉ Wæû| 
AÉüäOûÉåqÉÉåoÉÉCsÉ xÉåYOûU xÉå sÉåMüU ÌoÉÎxMüOû ÌlÉqÉÉïiÉÉAÉåÇ iÉMü, WûU 
¤Éå§É ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇMüOû MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû| CxÉ xÉÇMüOû lÉå 
oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ MüÐ LMü pÉrÉÇMüU ÎxjÉÌiÉ mÉæSÉ MüU SÏ Wæû eÉÉå AÉeÉ 
AoÉ iÉMü Måü EccÉiÉqÉ xiÉU mÉU Wæû| MümÉÄQûÉ E±ÉåaÉ eÉÉå SxÉ 
MüUÉåÄQû xÉå AÍkÉMü ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå UÉåeÉaÉÉU SåiÉÉ Wæû, mÉWûsÉå WûÏ iÉÏlÉ 
MüUÉåÄQû lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå ZÉiqÉ MüU cÉÑMüÉ Wæû| AÉüäOûÉåqÉÉåoÉÉCsÉ E±ÉåaÉ 
xÉå SxÉ sÉÉZÉ UÉåeÉaÉÉU MüqÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ xÉÇpÉÉuÉlÉÉ Wæû| ÌoÉÎxMüOû 
ÌlÉqÉÉïiÉÉ, mÉÉUsÉå lÉå sÉaÉpÉaÉ  lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ 
Wæû| rÉÑuÉÉ oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ sÉaÉpÉaÉ  mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü AÉxÉmÉÉxÉ WæûÇ| rÉWû 
AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû ÌMü sÉaÉpÉaÉ  mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ rÉÑuÉÉ ÎeÉlÉMåü mÉÉxÉ 
xlÉÉiÉMü AÉæU ExÉxÉå FmÉU MüÐ ÌQûaÉëÏ Wæû, oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉU WæûÇ| WûÉsÉ 
MüÐ AuÉÍkÉ qÉåÇ, xÉUMüÉU lÉå AÉuÉÉxÉ eÉæxÉå ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL MÑüNû 
mÉëÉåixÉÉWûlÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ ClÉ AÉkÉå-
AkÉÔUå EmÉÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü mÉÑlÉÃ®ÉU MüÐ vÉÑÃAÉiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU ²ÉUÉ EPûÉL aÉL erÉÉSÉiÉU EmÉÉrÉ 
AÉmÉÔÌiÉï Måü mÉ¤É qÉåÇ Wæû eÉoÉÌMü uÉÉxiÉuÉ qÉåÇ xÉqÉxrÉÉ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÐ Wæû| 
AÉüäOûÉåqÉÉåoÉÉCsÉ xÉå sÉåMüU ÌoÉÎxMüOû iÉMü MüÐ xÉqÉxrÉÉLÇ oÉiÉÉiÉÏ 
WæûÇ ÌMü pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÐ MüqÉÏ xÉå mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ Wæû| 
AÉUoÉÏAÉD Måü AÉÇMüÄQûÉåÇ xÉå mÉiÉÉ cÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü mÉëÌiÉ urÉÌ£ü 
AÉrÉ qÉåÇ uÉ×Ì® SU ÌmÉNûsÉå mÉÉÇcÉ xÉÉsÉ Måü ÌlÉqlÉiÉqÉ xiÉU mÉU 

Wæû ÎeÉxÉxÉå AÉrÉ Måü ÌlÉcÉÑÄQû eÉÉlÉå MüÉ xÉÇMåüiÉ ÍqÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû| mÉëÌiÉ 
urÉÌ£ü xÉMüsÉ bÉUåsÉÔ EimÉÉS MüÐ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ SU vÉÑ® urÉrÉ rÉÉåarÉ 
AÉrÉ lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ Måü uÉwÉÉïüå Måü oÉÉS WûÏ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü ÌaÉUÏ Wæû| 
MüqÉ urÉrÉ rÉÉåarÉ AÉrÉ xuÉÉpÉÉÌuÉMü ÃmÉ xÉå rÉWû SvÉÉïiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü mÉÉxÉ ZÉcÉï MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL MüqÉ mÉæxÉÉ Wæû| CxÉÍsÉL, 
xÉUMüÉU MüÉå AÉmÉÔÌiÉï mÉ¤É MüÐ xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ mÉU mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû xÉå 
krÉÉlÉ MåüÎlSìiÉ MüUlÉå Måü oÉeÉÉrÉ qÉÉÇaÉ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå Måü EmÉÉrÉ 
MüUlÉå cÉÉÌWûL|

AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå mÉÑlÉeÉÏïÌuÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL, xÉUMüÉU 
MüÉå iÉÑUliÉ aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉ xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ MüUlÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûL| ÎxjÉÌiÉ aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû eÉÉå lÉ MåüuÉsÉ M×üÌwÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 
Måü ÍsÉL xjÉÉrÉÏ xÉÇmÉÍ¨É AÉæU xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉLÇ oÉlÉÉLaÉÏ oÉÎsMü aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ 
oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ Måü iÉiMüÉsÉ qÉÑ¬å MüÉå pÉÏ MÑüNû WûS iÉMü WûsÉ MüUåaÉÏ| 
SåvÉ qÉåÇ  mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü MüÉrÉïoÉsÉ MüÉå UÉåeÉaÉÉU SålÉå uÉÉsÉå 
AlÉÉæmÉcÉÉËUMü ¤Éå§É MüÉå mÉÑlÉeÉÏïÌuÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL oÉlÉÉrÉå aÉrÉå 
mÉëÉåixÉÉWûlÉ mÉæMåüeÉ MüÐ LMü iÉÉiMüÉÍsÉMü AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| NûÉåOåû 
AÉæU qÉfÉÉåsÉå E±ÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÏLxÉOûÏ xÉå xÉqoÉÎlkÉiÉ ËUOûlÉï AÉæU 
ËUTüÇQû MüÐ oÉÉåÎfÉsÉ xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ WûsÉ ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| ClÉ 
sÉÉClÉÉåÇ mÉU AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå PûÏMü MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉ WûÉåiÉÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU MüÉ MüU UÉeÉxuÉ ÌaÉU UWûÉ 
Wæû AÉæU UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ MüOèOûUmÉÇjÉ Måü mÉëÌiÉ xÉqÉmÉïhÉ uÉÉsÉÏ xÉUMüÉU 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ÌlÉuÉåvÉ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ eÉÑOûÉlÉå qÉåÇ qÉSS MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ bÉÉOåû MüÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå xÉå ÌWûcÉMüiÉÏ Wæû|

AoÉ rÉWû xuÉÏMüÉU MüU ÍsÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü uÉæÍµÉMü 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉÇüå ÌaÉUÉuÉOû AÉ UWûÏ Wæû|  ÌOíûÍsÉrÉlÉ QûÉüäsÉU 
xÉå AÍkÉMü oÉÉüähQû AÉeÉ vÉÔlrÉ rÉÉ lÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü sÉÉpÉ Måü 
xÉÉjÉ urÉÉmÉÉU MüU UWåû WæûÇ| rÉWû CÇÌaÉiÉ MüUiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü uÉæÍµÉMü 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÐ kÉÏqÉÏ aÉÌiÉ rÉWûÉÇ sÉqoÉå xÉqÉrÉ xÉå cÉsÉ UWûÏ 
Wæû| CxÉMåü AsÉÉuÉÉ cÉsÉ UWåû urÉÉmÉÉU rÉÑ®ÉåÇ lÉå ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉå AÉæU 
AÍkÉMü AmÉëirÉÉÍvÉiÉ oÉlÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ WûqÉÉUå SåvÉ 
qÉåÇ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÉå oÉÄRûÉuÉÉ SålÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉ AÉæU LTüQûÏAÉD 
mÉU AirÉÍkÉMü ÌlÉpÉïUiÉÉ UZÉlÉå xÉå MüÉåD xÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü mÉËUhÉÉqÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉåaÉÉ| ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉ qÉåÇ mÉWûsÉå xÉå WûÏ pÉÉUÏ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû AÉ UWûÏ Wæû 
AÉæU AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ uÉæÍµÉMü ÌlÉuÉåvÉMüÉåÇ MüÉ ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ QûaÉqÉaÉÉ 
UWûÉ Wæû| mÉÇüÔeÉÏ ²ÉUÉ pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå NûÉåÄQûlÉå iÉjÉÉ NûÉåOåûüå AÉæU qÉfÉÉåsÉå 
E±ÉåaÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ SÕxÉUå SåvÉ qÉåÇ urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü xÉÇMåüiÉ 
WæûÇ| oÉÄQåû MüÉüäUmÉÉåUåOû xÉqÉÔWû pÉÏ SåvÉ Måü oÉÉWûU MüÉTüÐ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ 
MüU UWåû WæûÇ| qÉÉüäaÉïlÉ AÉæU xOåûlÉsÉå lÉå AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ sÉaÉÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
ÌmÉNûsÉå xÉÉsÉ iÉåDxÉ WûeÉÉU QûÉüäsÉU MüUÉåÄQûmÉÌiÉ SåvÉ NûÉåÄQûMüU 
cÉsÉå aÉL WæûÇ| ÍsÉoÉUsÉÉCeQû UåÍqÉOåûÇxÉ xMüÏqÉ Måü eÉËUL mÉÔÇeÉÏ 
MüÉ oÉÉWûUÏ mÉëuÉÉWû pÉÏ WûÉå UWûÉ Wæû| ÌuÉ¨É uÉwÉï  qÉåÇ CxÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ 
Måü iÉWûiÉ . ÌoÉÍsÉrÉlÉ QûÉüäsÉU MüÐ UÉÍvÉ AÌiÉ kÉlÉuÉÉlÉ lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ 
²ÉUÉ oÉÉWûU pÉåeÉ SÏ aÉrÉÏ Wæû| 

LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ ÌlÉeÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MüÐ MüÉåD 
xÉÇpÉÉuÉlÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ÌlÉuÉåvÉ Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå WûÏ 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ mÉÑlÉÃ®ÉU xÉÇpÉuÉ Wæû| WûqÉÉUÏ WûqÉåvÉÉ xÉå rÉWû 
xÉqÉfÉ UWûÏ Wæû ÌMü AMåüsÉå eÉÏQûÏmÉÏ xÉå WûÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ pÉsÉÉD 
AÉæU eÉÏuÉlÉ xiÉU MüÐ xÉWûÏ qÉÉmÉ MüÉ mÉæqÉÉlÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ| 
eÉÏQûÏmÉÏ qÉåÇ uÉ×Ì® MüÉ oÉÄQûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ AÍkÉMüÉÇvÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü 
eÉÏuÉlÉ xÉå iÉoÉ MüÉåD qÉiÉsÉoÉ lÉWûÏÇ UWû eÉÉiÉÉ, eÉoÉ iÉMü vÉÏwÉï  
mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ UÉ·íÏrÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü  mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ mÉU ÌlÉrÉÇ§ÉhÉ Wæû| 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS Måü iÉUTüSÉUÉåÇ MüÉå rÉWû xÉqÉfÉ qÉåÇ AÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL 
ÌMü MüÉåD pÉÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ CxÉ iÉUWû MüÐ pÉÉUÏ AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉAÉåÇ 
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MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU xÉMüiÉÏ| qÉÉÇaÉ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå 
AÉxÉÉlÉ iÉUÏMüÉ kÉlÉ AÉæU AÉrÉ MüÉ LMü EÍcÉiÉ mÉÑlÉÌuÉïiÉUhÉ 
MüUlÉÉ Wæû| CxÉMåü oÉeÉÉrÉ xÉUMüÉU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü eÉÏuÉlÉ ÌlÉuÉïWûlÉ 
MüÐ SvÉÉ mÉU WûqÉsÉÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû AÉæU ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÆüÔeÉÏ 
Måü AlÉÑMÔüsÉ oÉlÉÉMüU iÉjÉÉ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü E±qÉÉåÇ MüÐ 
ÌoÉ¢üÏ Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå xÉÑkÉÉU Måü MüSqÉ EPûÉ UWûÏ Wæû|

CxÉ xÉoÉxÉå ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ AxÉÇiÉÉåwÉ mÉæSÉ WûÉå UWûÉ Wæû| ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ 
Måü oÉÄQåû mÉæqÉÉlÉå mÉU xÉÇbÉwÉï ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ WûÉå UWåû WæûÇ| ́ ÉÍqÉMü AmÉlÉÏ 
MüÉqÉMüÉeÉÏ mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ iÉjÉÉ oÉÄQûÏ WûÏ qÉåWûlÉiÉ xÉå ÌlÉÍqÉïiÉ 
iÉjÉÉ mÉÉåÌwÉiÉ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ mÉU WûÉå UWåû WûqÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü sÉaÉpÉaÉ xÉpÉÏ ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉå 
qÉeÉÔSU uÉaÉï Måü LMü AÉqÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ ÌlÉÍqÉïiÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ mÉëoÉsÉ 

xÉÇpÉÉuÉlÉÉ Wæû| MåülSìÏrÉ OåûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU xuÉiÉÇ§É TæüQûUåvÉlÉÉåÇ 
lÉå  ÍxÉiÉqoÉU MüÉå xÉÇxÉS qÉÉaÉï mÉU ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉ LMü UÉ·íÏrÉ 
xÉqqÉåsÉlÉ AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| rÉWû EqqÉÏS MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü 
rÉWû MüluÉålÉvÉlÉ SåvÉ pÉU Måü ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ AÉæU 
AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÐ UÉWû mÉU AÉaÉå sÉå eÉÉlÉå MüÉ MüÉrÉï MüUåaÉÉ AÉæU 
AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ xÉÌWûiÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüUåaÉÉ iÉÉÌMü xÉUMüÉU 
MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉSsÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉeÉoÉÔU 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMåü, ÌuÉÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ ÌaÉUiÉå UÉåeÉaÉÉU MüÐ SU MüÉå 
jÉÉqÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMåü uÉ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ LåxÉÉ qÉÉüäQûsÉ iÉærÉÉU 
WûÉå xÉMåü ÎeÉxÉxÉå UÉåeÉaÉÉU mÉæSÉ WûÉÇüå iÉjÉÉ ÎeÉxÉMüÉ sÉÉpÉ cÉlS 
kÉlÉÏ uÉ mÉëpÉÉuÉvÉÉsÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ WûÍjÉrÉÉ lÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ eÉÉL oÉÎsMü 
eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü xÉpÉÏ uÉaÉÉåïÇ MüÉå ÍqÉsÉå cÉÉWåû uÉÉå AqÉÏU WûÉåÇ rÉÉ aÉUÏoÉ|

The Union Home Minister has claimed that 
multi-party democracy has failed in India.  

This assertion by the Home Minister cannot 
be taken lightly or simply brushed aside.  
Amit Shah is a clever politician and has taken 
upon himself to push forward the agenda of 
the organisation to which he belongs.  This 
statement has to be seen in the background of 
his assertion of supremacy of Hindi over other 
languages and the threats to have a National 
Register of Citizens for the whole country.

Amit Shah is aware that India is a Union of 
States and this Union is full of rich diversities 
and pluralities.  It is the recognition of these 
diversities and pluralities that has held the 
nation together.  These diversities act as a 
stumbling block for the implement of the 
concept of One Nation, One Language, One 
Religion which is so dear to Amit Shah and 
the party that he represents.  The government 
must understand that any attempt to tinker 
with the pluralities will have disastrous 
consequences.

India has thrived as a democracy despite 
various infirmities. The founding fathers of 
our Nation chose a multi-party democracy 
recognising the regional aspirations and this 
has helped the regional development and 
keeping the nation united.  The Regional 
Parties have strengthened democracy rather 
than weakening it.  Attack on multi-party 
democracy is making India regional party 
mukt Bharat. Consider this along with the 
drive to make India Congress Mukt, the 
intentions become clear that he wants to push 
India towards One Nation and One Party.  
This is not a fear without basis.  Today with 
unprecedented power at its command both 
political and money, the BJP has been winning 
seats even when there are no elections.  Sikkim, 
Andhra, Maharashtra, Karnataka are a few 
example where money power has triumphed 

DEMOCRACY UNDER STRESS AND STRAIN
over ideals of politics.  The controversy raised 
on the issue of language makes it very clear as 
to how little this government values diversities 
and pluralities. 

It is sad for Indian democracy that all 
constitutional institutions created to act as 
checks and balances are deeply undermined.  
The Elect ion Commission,  Vig i lance 
Commissioner, RBI, CBI, Enforcement 
Directorate stand compromised.  Still people 
had hope in the Supreme Court.  Supreme 
Court is the Sentinel of fundamental rights and 
civil liberties of the people. But unfortunately 
in the recent period Supreme Court has failed 
to protect these fundamental rights enshrined 
in the Constitution.  On the issue of Habeas 
Corpus cases, Supreme Court has given 
a new definition to the law.  The Supreme 
Court has failed to scrutinise the actions of 
the government that have seriously infringed 
upon the rights of the people of Jammu & 
Kashmir.  For over 45 days, people have been 
stripped of all their rights and unfortunately 
the Supreme Court has accepted the version of 
the government without listening to the pains 
and sufferings of the people.

The situation is really grim.  There is a 
serious assault on democracy and constitution.  
Democracy is anathema for neo-liberalism but 
for the workers it is very sacred instrument 
for economic and social progress.  Without 
democracy, there cannot be any labour rights; 
there cannot be any right to protest and dissent; 
there cannot be any agitation for improvement 
in the living and working conditions.  Therefore 
it is essential that democracy has to be 
defended and Constitution protected.  Resist 
we must all attempts to disrupt the unity by 
attacking the diversities and pluralities.  These 
are the principles that must occupy the highest 
place in life.    
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‘We are happy that LIC has issued Notification for recruitment of 8000 Assistants. Our 
assessment is that in LIC many more vacancies are available than what has been announced.  
We, therefore, hope that recruitment will be a continuous process rather than a one-time 
exercise.  
We may point out two glaring issues we found from the Notification.  

1. The areas coming under Srinagar Division do not have Internet facility as the same 
has been locked-out by the government.  Such being the case, eligible candidates from 
Jammu & Kashmir will not be able to compete for the examination.  A solution has to 
be found in consultation with the administration there.  

2. The knowledge of local language is an essential pre-requisite for policy servicing. We 
find that this stipulation does not appear in the notification.  This needs to be rectified. 

 You are also aware that the issues relating to CGIT and those employed through 
Employment Exchanges are being agitated in Supreme Court and various other courts.  
We request you to bring these issues to a close by absorbing the eligible CGIT and other 
candidates into the services of L.I.C.

AIIEA’s Letter dt.19TH September, 2019                   
on Assistant  Recruitment

MåülSìÏrÉ aÉ×Wû qÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå SÉuÉÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ oÉWÒû-SsÉÏrÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É ÌuÉTüsÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| aÉ×Wû qÉÇ§ÉÏ Måü CxÉ 
SÉuÉå MüÉå WûsMåü qÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ ÍsÉrÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ rÉÉ CxÉxÉå ÌMülÉÉUÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ| AÍqÉiÉ vÉÉWû LMü cÉiÉÑU UÉeÉlÉåiÉÉ Wæû 
AÉæU ElWûÉåÇlÉå ZÉÑS MüÉå ExÉ xÉÇaÉPûlÉ Måü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉL AÉaÉå ÌMürÉÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉxÉå uÉWû xÉÇoÉÇÍkÉiÉ Wæû| AlrÉ pÉÉwÉÉAÉåÇ 
mÉU ÌWûÇSÏ Måü uÉcÉïxuÉ xÉqoÉlkÉÏ oÉrÉÉlÉ iÉjÉÉ SåvÉ pÉU Måü mÉæqÉÉlÉå 
mÉU lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ Måü UÎeÉxOûU (LlÉAÉUxÉÏ) sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå MüÐ kÉqÉMüÐ 
MüÉå pÉÏ CxÉ SÉuÉå MüÐ mÉ×¸pÉÔÍqÉ qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL|

AÍqÉiÉ vÉÉWû eÉÉlÉiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ UÉerÉÉåÇ MüÉ LMü xÉÇbÉ Wæû 
AÉæU rÉå xÉÇbÉ xÉqÉ×® ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ AÉæU oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉ xÉå pÉUÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| 
rÉWû ClÉ ÌuÉÌuÉÍkÉiÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ xuÉÏMüÉrÉïiÉÉ WûÏ Wæû 
ÎeÉxÉlÉå UÉ·í MüÉå LMüeÉÑOû oÉlÉÉ Måü UZÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| rÉWû ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉLÆ 
WûÏ iÉÉå AÍqÉiÉ vÉÉWû iÉjÉÉ ElÉMüÐ ExÉ mÉÉOûÏï ÎeÉxÉMüÉ ÌMü uÉÉå 
mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉiuÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ, LMü SåvÉ, LMü pÉÉwÉÉ, LMü kÉqÉï MüÐ 
ElÉMüÐ AirÉliÉ ÌmÉërÉ AuÉkÉÉUhÉÉ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ AÄQûcÉlÉ 
mÉæSÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU MüÉå rÉWû xÉqÉfÉ qÉåÇ AÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü 
CxÉ oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ CxÉxÉå NåûÄQûNûÉÄQû Måü mÉërÉÉxÉ Måü 
ÌuÉlÉÉvÉMüÉUÏ mÉËUhÉÉqÉ WûÉåÇaÉå|

ÌuÉÍpÉ³É ÌlÉoÉïsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS pÉÏ pÉÉUiÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É Måü 
ÃmÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| WûqÉÉUå UÉ·í Måü xÉÇxjÉÉmÉMü mÉÔuÉïeÉÉåÇ 
lÉå ¤Éå§ÉÏrÉ AÉMüÉÇ¤ÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå qÉÉlrÉiÉÉ SålÉå uÉÉsÉå LMü oÉWÒû-mÉ¤ÉÏrÉ 
sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉå cÉÑlÉÉ AÉæU CxÉxÉå ¤Éå§ÉÏrÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ AÉæU UÉ·í MüÉå 
LMüeÉÑOû UZÉlÉå qÉåÇ qÉSS ÍqÉsÉÏ| ¤Éå§ÉÏrÉ SsÉÉåÇ lÉå sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉå 
MüqÉeÉÉåU lÉWûÏÇ oÉÎsMü qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| oÉWÒûSsÉÏrÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É 
mÉU WûqÉsÉÉ pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå ¤Éå§ÉÏrÉ mÉÉOûÏï qÉÑ£ü pÉÉUiÉ oÉlÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| 
eÉoÉ WûqÉ MüÉÇaÉëåxÉ qÉÑ£ü pÉÉUiÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ClÉMåü AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ Måü 
xÉÉjÉ CxÉå eÉÉåÄQû MüU SåZÉåÇaÉå, iÉÉå CUÉSå xÉÉTü ÌSZÉÉD SåiÉå WæûÇ 
ÌMü rÉå sÉÉåaÉ pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå LMü SåvÉ-LMü mÉÉOûÏï oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÐ AÉåU 
sÉå eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå WæûÇ| rÉWû QûU ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ MüÉUhÉ Måü lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû| AÉeÉ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ AÉæU kÉlÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ MüÐ ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï vÉÌ£ü MüÉ 
ÌlÉrÉÇ§ÉhÉ AmÉlÉå WûÉjÉ qÉåÇ ÍsÉL pÉÉeÉmÉÉ ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ Måü 
pÉÏ sÉaÉÉiÉÉU xÉÏOåûÇ WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUiÉÏ cÉsÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ| ÍxÉÎYMüqÉ, 

eÉlÉiÉÇ§É iÉlÉÉuÉ AÉæU SuÉÉoÉ qÉåÇ
AÉÇkÉë, qÉWûÉUÉ·í, MülÉÉïOûMü LåxÉå MÑüNû ESÉWûUhÉ WæûÇ eÉWûÉÆ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ 
Måü AÉSvÉÉåïÇ mÉU kÉlÉ vÉÌ£ü MüÐ ÌuÉeÉrÉ WÒûD Wæû| pÉÉwÉÉ Måü qÉÑ¬å 
mÉU EPûÉrÉå ÌuÉuÉÉS xÉå rÉWû xmÉ· WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ AÉæU 
oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉ MüÉ qÉÔsrÉ CxÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü ÍsÉL ÌMüiÉlÉÉ MüqÉ Wæû|

rÉWû pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É Måü ÍsÉL SÒZÉS Wæû ÌMü ÌlÉrÉÇ§ÉhÉ 
AÉæU xÉÇiÉÑsÉlÉ Måü ÍsÉL oÉlÉÉL aÉL xÉpÉÏ xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå AÇSU xÉå lÉ· ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÉåaÉ, xÉiÉMïüiÉÉ 
AÉrÉÑ£ü, ËUeÉuÉï oÉæÇMü AÉüäTü CÎhQûrÉÉ, xÉÏoÉÏAÉD, mÉëuÉiÉïlÉ 
ÌlÉSåvÉÉsÉrÉ lÉå xÉqÉmÉïhÉ xÉÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| ApÉÏ pÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû xÉå  EqqÉÏS oÉcÉÏ Wæû| xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
Måü qÉÉæÍsÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ iÉjÉÉ lÉÉaÉËUMü xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ MüÉ mÉëWûUÏ Wæû| 
sÉåÌMülÉ SÒpÉÉïarÉ xÉå WûÉsÉ Måü ÌSlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ 
ÌlÉÌWûiÉ ClÉ qÉÉæÍsÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûÉ 
Wæû| WæûÌuÉrÉxÉ MüÉüämÉïxÉ (oÉÇSÏ mÉëirÉ¤ÉÏMüUhÉ) qÉÉqÉsÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ 
MüÉåOïû lÉå MüÉlÉÔlÉ MüÐ LMü lÉD mÉËUpÉÉwÉÉ aÉRû SÏ Wæû| xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ 
MüÉåOïû eÉqqÉÔ-MüvqÉÏU Måü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ mÉU aÉÇpÉÏU ÃmÉ 
xÉå WûqÉsÉÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ MüÉrÉïuÉÉÌWûrÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÉÇcÉ 
MüUlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûÉ Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå  ÌSlÉÉåÇ xÉå pÉÏ AÍkÉMü xÉqÉrÉ 
xÉå, sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü xÉpÉÏ AÍkÉMüÉU NûÏlÉ ÍsÉL aÉL WæûÇ AÉæU SÒpÉÉïarÉ 
xÉå xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû lÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ AÉæU SÒµÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÑlÉå 
ÌoÉlÉÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ xÉqÉfÉ MüÉå WûÏ xuÉÏMüÉU MüU ÍsÉrÉÉ Wæû|

ÎxjÉÌiÉ uÉÉxiÉuÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉMüUÉsÉ Wæû| sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É AÉæU xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ 
mÉU aÉÇpÉÏU mÉëWûÉU Wæû| sÉåüÉMüiÉÇ§É lÉuÉESÉUuÉÉS Måü ÍsÉL LMü 
AÍpÉvÉÉmÉ Wæû, sÉåÌMülÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL rÉWû AÉÍjÉïMü AÉæU 
xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü mÉëaÉÌiÉ Måü ÍsÉL oÉWÒûiÉ WûÏ mÉÌuÉ§É xÉÉkÉlÉ Wæû| sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É 
Måü ÌoÉlÉÉ MüÉåD ´ÉqÉ AÍkÉMüÉU lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ ; ÌuÉUÉåkÉ AÉæU 
AxÉÇiÉÉåwÉ MüÉ MüÉåD AÍkÉMüÉU lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ ; UWûlÉå AÉæU 
MüÉqÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ xÉÑkÉÉU Måü ÍsÉL MüÉåD AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| CxÉÍsÉL eÉÃUÏ Wæû ÌMü sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É 
MüÉ oÉcÉÉuÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉL AÉæU xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüÐ eÉÉL| 
WûqÉMüÉå ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉAÉåÇ uÉ oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ mÉU WûqÉsÉå Måü xÉÉUå mÉërÉÉxÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ pÉÏ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| rÉå uÉÉå ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ WæûÇ ÎeÉlÉMüÉå WûqÉåÇ 
AmÉlÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ qÉåÇ xÉuÉÉåïccÉ xjÉÉlÉ mÉU UZÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL|
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ENDURING LEGACY 
OF MAHATMA GANDHI
Amanulla Khan

The life of Gandhi is an inspiration to resist the authority and to work for a 
dignified life for all the citizens. The rich legacy of Gandhi and his principles of 
truth, love and non-violence is our great heritage.  We must resist the attempts 
to appropriate and reduce Gandhi to just an ambassador of Swatchhata 
Abhiyan. While paying our tributes to the greatest son of India on his 150th birth 
anniversary, we assert that humanity has never been defeated by its enemies.  

Humanity has always triumphed over wars, hatred and cruelty.  

India is celebrating.  The world too is 
celebrating the 150th birth anniversary 

of Mahatma Gandhi.  Unarguably 
Gandhi remains one of the greatest 
personalities to have walked on earth.  
He is the most revered and equally 
the most hated person.  He is revered 
by all those across the globe who 
see in him the symbol of resistance 
against oppression and exploitation.  
He is hated by those who consider him 
instrumental in not allowing India to 
become a Hindu Rashtra. These forces 
celebrate the assassin of Mahatma and 
temples are constructed in his honour. 
Ironically, the very same forces are 
making a serious bid to appropriate 
Gandhi for partisan political reasons.  
This has to be resisted and hypocrisy 
exposed.

Gandhi’s birth anniversary is being 
celebrated at a time when globe is 
experiencing hundreds of conflicts and 
sectarian violence of unprecedented 
magnitude. Imperialism has made 
Middle East the theatre of war in pursuit 
of gaining control over the strategic and 
critical natural resources of the region.  
The world spends nearly $ 2 trillion 
annually over military expenditure.  A 
fraction of this amount is enough to wipe 
out extreme poverty from the face of the 

world.  Countries have been accumulating 
nuclear weapons endangering the very 
existence of humanity.  In mad pursuit to 
maximise profits, the capital is damaging 
ecology and environment risking the 
very future of planet earth.  The globe is 
witnessing unprecedented inequalities.  
26 richest people in the world own assets 
as much as those of the 3.8 billion people 
who make the poorest half of the global 
population.  The wealth of 9 richest 
Indians  is equivalent to 50% of the 
bottom half of our population.  In such 
a situation, the 150th birth anniversary 
of Gandhi provides an opportunity to 
understand and find from his rich legacy 
the solutions and forms of resistance 
against this unbridled exploitation, 
oppression and violence the world is 
experiencing today.

India’s national liberation movement 
remained the issue of elite and upper 
middle classes till Gandhi appeared on 
the stage.  He turned the movement to 
unarguably the largest mass mobilisation 
in the history of humankind.  He mobilised 
the women, depressed classes and united 
them to work for the cause of Swaraj.  
For him Hindu-Muslim unity, Khaddar 
and removal of untouchability were the 
foundation of Swaraj.  Gandhi wanted 
to win Swaraj for the masses. He said 
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the issue of Kashmir.  
The personality of Gandhi, his political 

commitment and social understanding 
developed during his struggle against racial 
discrimination in South Africa.  The Great 
Russian writer Leo Tolstoy and British 
historian John Ruskin influenced his political 
and economic thinking.  Gandhi imbibed two 
important lessons from the work of Tolstoy.  
The first is the belief in the power of non-
violence in resistance movement and the 
second the triumph of the power of love over 
the ideologies of hatred. Horrifyingly India 
today has so distanced itself from Gandhi 
that even the judiciary is alarmed if someone 
keeps the great work of Tolstoy at home.  
Gandhi developed Tolstoy’s concept of passive 
resistance into Satyagraha – holding firmly to 
truth. Therefore, Gandhi believed that true 
civilisations can be built only on the basis 
of non-violence.  For him truth became the 
supreme principle and realisation of truth the 
purpose of human life. Therefore, he developed 
and guided the national liberation movement 
on the basis of Ahimsa and Satyagraha.  

India has traversed a long distance from 
these Gandhian principles.  India today is 
living in an era of post-truth where emotions 
occupy primacy pushing truth to the margins. 
For the people in authority, truth is at a 
premium.  Blatant lies, falsehood and fake 
news dominate the country today as weapons 
of political mobilisation.  Violence against 
minorities is justified and backed by the State.  
Hate has become the potent weapon to create 
divisions in the society undermining social 

cohesion. 
The economic beliefs of 

Gandhi were influenced by the 
British historian John Ruskin.  
John Ruskin rejected the classical 
economic theories advanced by 
Adam Smith and others.  He 
believed that the good of the 
individual is contained in the good 
of all which Gandhi developed 
into the concepts of Sarvodaya 
and Antyodaya.  Ruskin said that 
all labour has the same value and 
stressed on the dignity of labour.  
The arguments of Gandhi on 
village economy, dignity of labour 
and trusteeship emerged from 
this influence of John Ruskin.

The massive struggle led by 
Gandhi on the basis of truth 

“Real Swaraj will not come by acquisition of 
the authority by few but by the acquisition 
of the capacity by all to resist authority when 
it is abused”. Unfortunately Gandhi was 
assassinated just after a year of independence 
and did not live long enough to build an India 
of his dreams.

Did the Indian people achieve real Swaraj?  
The answer is both yes and no.  Independent 
India adopted a progressive Constitution and 
declared that all citizens are equal before law.  
It guaranteed certain fundamental rights and 
civil liberties.  It promised to ensure that there 
is no concentration of wealth in few and the 
gains of development reach the last person.  
Unfortunately the lofty principles on which the 
foundations of India were laid are under severe 
stress and strain.  Democracy has turned 
into majoritarianism.  Politics has become the 
most profitable industry devoid of all moral 
and ethical values.  For Gandhi, Swaraj was 
an instrument to bury untouchability but we 
see deepening of caste divisions making some 
to believe that India today is a Republic of 
Caste. It is no exaggeration to say that Hindu-
Muslim unity under the present political 
dispensation has become a mirage with the 
country witnessing unprecedented sectarian 
violence justified and backed by those in power.  
Questioning the authority today is treason in 
the same manner Gandhi was levelled charges 
of treason and sedition by the British rulers. 
Police cases are hoisted on the President of 
Gandhi Peace Foundation for its critical views 
of the way the Modi government has acted on 

Cartoon courtesy; R Prasad
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and non-violence influenced many resistance 
movements across the globe.  Gandhi inspired 
the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. 
The South African Ambassador to India 
Harris Majake says “Nelson Mandela was 
inspired by Satyagraha campaign by Gandhi.  
It was a compelling act of passive protest 
against oppression.  This would later inspire 
formation of the African National Congress and 
strengthened Mandela’s belief in our shared 
humanity’. Martin Luther King Jr adopted 
Gandhian methods in the American Civil Rights 
Movement.  King acknowledged that “India’s 
Gandhi was the guiding light of our technique 
of non-violent social change”.  Martin Luther 
King pointed out that the Biblical appeal of 
Jesus “Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you” resonates with Gandhi’s 
Ahimsa and Satyagraha. The most amazing 
success of Gandhi was to convert the violent 
Pashtun community in the North West Frontier 
Province under the leadership of his devoted 
disciple Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan into the first 
major non-violent army of 1 lakh Pashtuns 
called as Khudai Khidmatgar.

India of today is not the India Gandhi 
struggled for.  His teachings of communal 
harmony, promotion of sustainable economy, 
eradication of untouchability no longer 
appeal to a large section of the population.  
Gandhi is reduced to a symbol of Swatchhata 
turning upside down his concept of dignity of 
labour.  Gandhi would have been ashamed 
of the fact that manual scavenging remains a 
reality and India sends hundreds every year 
to these gas chambers to die. The massive 
wealth and income inequalities would have 
come in conflict with the concept of Gandhi’s 

trusteeship. Gandhi would have dreaded to 
see the Indian atmosphere filled with the air 
of hatred. In true sense, the soul of Gandhi’s 
India has been lost.  What else would you say 
when a person glorifying the killer of Gandhi 
and calling him a great patriot wins elections 
with huge margins and represents the people 
in the Parliament.

This is a period of great turmoil for the 
world.  Conflicts and hatred dominate the 
political discourse.  There is an unbridled 
exploitation of the nature in pursuit of 
maximisation of profits.  Here we must recall 
what Gandhi had said.  He said that nature 
has abundance to meet the needs of all its 
inhabitants for a dignified and peaceful life 
but what it has is not enough for anybody’s 
greed.  It is this greed that has made the future 
of planet earth and its inhabitants totally 
uncertain.  The life and struggles of Gandhi 
continues to motivate all those who are fighting 
for liberation and a just and fair society. The 
150th birth anniversary of Gandhi provides an 
opportunity to scholars and progressive forces 
to undertake a deep and critical study of his 
life and struggle.  Surely, it would be possible 
to find solutions atleast to some of the burning 
issues of the present times.

The situation in India today causes distress 
and a sense of hopelessness.  But to lose hope 
is to lose faith in oneself and humanity.  The 
life of Gandhi is an inspiration to resist the 
authority and to work for a dignified life for 
all the citizens. The rich legacy of Gandhi and 
his principles of truth, love and non-violence 
is our great heritage.  We must resist the 
attempts to appropriate and reduce Gandhi to 
just an ambassador of Swatchhata Abhiyan. 

While paying our tributes to the 
greatest son of India on his 150th 
birth anniversary, we assert that 
humanity has never been defeated 
by its enemies.  Humanity has 
always triumphed over wars, hatred 
and cruelty.  Love always wins as 
the Great Persian Poet Hafez Shiraz 
said “Every foundation you see is 
faulty, except that of love, which is 
faultless”. 

Gandhi is reduced   to 
a symbol of Swatchhata 
turning upside down his 
concept of dignity of labour.

Cartoon courtesy; 

Gokul, Deccan Chronicle
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The year 2019 is the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Grand preparations are being made 
across the country to observe Gandhiji’s 
150th birth anniversary. During the 
course of these preparations, one can 
see two interesting developments. 
First, the frail bespectacled man in the 
loincloth who stirred the Indian masses 
to the depths and led India’s struggle 
for freedom from British colonialism, 
is cleverly being reduced to the status 
of someone greatly enamoured of 
‘cleanliness’.  Second, the rightwing 
forces that detested Gandhi in his 
lifetime and celebrated his death are 

now making desperate attempts 
to appropriate him.  This is 
particularly intriguing. How 
can there be any commonality 
between Gandhiji’s pluralistic 

tolerance and the Hindu right wing’s 
monolithic Hindutva? How can there 
be compatibility between Gandhiji’s 
celebration of religious diversity and the 
right wing’s aggressive assertion of the 
Hindu identity? Gandhiji remained an 
apostle of Hindu Muslim unity all through 
his life. He famously said: “My longing is 
to be able to cement the two (Hindus and 
Muslims) with my blood, if necessary”. 

Gandhiji was born a Hindu. He 
remained deeply spiritual in his approach 
to human relations. He was not a 
dogmatic thinker. Gandhiji’s moral and 
social philosophy was that human 
beings are intrinsically good; therefore, 
through love and solidarity all the 
cultural, religious, economic and political 
differences can be overcome. However, he 
did not believe that goodness can prevail 
on its own. He felt that constant efforts 

Shreekant Mishra

Gandhiji at Naokhali, 1946

In the evening of 30th January 1948, the tallest of devout and 

practising Hindus, Mahatma Gandhi, was killed because he along 

with a vast majority of patriotic Indians preferred to embrace 

secular democracy with Hindu Muslim unity as its bedrock rather 

than communal ideology. While he laid down his life for unity of 

all people, we are told today that India belongs to only those who 

revere India as their pitrubhumi (fatherland) and punyabhumi (holy 

land), thereby delegitimising a large section of our compatriots

MAHATMA GANDHI: 
THE APOSTLE OF 
HINDU MUSLIM UNITY
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have to be made to establish justice in the 
society. It is because of this understanding 
that he rejected untouchability as a great 
social evil within Hindu society, even while 
declaring himself a devout Hindu. According 
to him, civilisation meant the ability of people 
to live in peace in a just and fair social order 
in spite of the differences in their beliefs and 
cultural affiliations. Gandhiji used to believe 
that all religions deserve equal respect. 
He subscribed to the philosophy of “Sarva 
Dharma Samabhava”- all religions are equal 
and harmonious to each other. For him, the 
basic ingredient of any religion should be 
the moral and spiritual values of truth and 
kindness. His commitment to Hindu Muslim 
unity can be known from his morning session 
of public prayers. He used to begin the day with 
recitations from the Bhagwad Gita, Quran, 
Bible and other sacred scriptures. He was not 
an exclusivist, but an inclusivist; an ardent 
champion of pluralism.

It is interesting to note that Gandhiji’s 
commitment to pluralism, human rights and 
individual dignity had started taking roots 
much before he came to India and participated 
in the freedom movement. He was married 
as a boy to a child wife and sent as a youth 
to London. It was there that he qualified as a 
barrister-at-law. During his stay in London, he 
came in touch with liberal and Christian ideas 
and the novel teachings of Leo Tolstoy. It was 
also in London that he had his first experiences 
of racialism. 

But the second formative period of his life 
started in 1893, when as a twenty-four-year-
old barrister, be began the struggle of Indians 
against racial discrimination in South Africa. 
He went to South Africa on a one-year contract 
to sort out the legal problems of one Dada 
Abdullah, a Gujarati merchant. But he had to 
stay there till 1915, fighting for the indentured 
Indian labour who were working in the sugar 
plantations. Along with the indentured labour 
were some Indian merchants, mostly Meman 
Muslims. These Indians were subjected to the 
worst forms of racial discrimination. Gandhiji 
realised that the basic cause of exploitation of 
the poor Indian workers and small merchants 
in South Africa was because of the assumption 
of racial superiority by the white rulers. He 
tried to arouse the Indians in South Africa to 
a sense of their own dignity as human beings 
and persuade them to resist all types of racial 
disabilities. 

Gandhiji got the unique experience of 

leading Indians belonging to different religions. 
Hindus, Muslims, Christians and Parsis were 
all united under his leadership in South Africa. 
The Indians also belonged to different regions; 
some were Gujaratis while a great majority of 
them were Tamils. They belonged to different 
classes as well. The rich merchant rubbed 
shoulders with the poor indentured labour in 
their collective fight against the White rulers. 
Gandhiji led three very successful struggles 
here; the struggle against the decision to 
restrict Indian immigration, the struggle 
against the poll tax and the struggle against 
the Supreme Court decision to invalidate 
all marriages not conducted according to 
Christian rites. The third struggle particularly 
united people of all religions since the 
implication of the Supreme Court judgment 
had made marriages of Hindus, Muslims and 
Parsis illegal and their children were declared 
illegitimate. The success of this struggle was 
an important lesson for Gandhiji in so far 
as unity among people of different religious 
denominations was concerned.

It was during his stay in South Africa 
that Gandhiji developed his unique method 
of passive resistance or civil disobedience 
which he called ‘Satyagraha’. Truth and 
nonviolence were the two basic components of 
his ideas. Violence for him was the expression 
of unreason and hate. It was the antithesis 
of love. And love was the essence of the spirit 
which permeates the universe. According to 
Gandhiji, therefore, the opponent must be met 
by reason and entreaty. He then went on to 
say that ahimsa or nonviolence was only one 
expression of Satya or truth which was the 
pervasive spirit of man’s life. Truth was what 
man had to pursue with all his strength and 
nonviolence was his method of proceeding. To 

30th January 1948
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dedicate one’s life to the pursuit of this noble 
objective was his conception of Satyagraha. It 
was here in South Africa that the blueprint for 
the Gandhian method of struggle had evolved.

Gandhiji came back to India in 1915 and 
put his theoretical understanding to good use. 
He felt that it was impossible to fight British 
colonial power without bringing about a unity 
between the Hindus and Muslims. He tried 
to bring the Muslims into the patriotic anti-
colonial struggle. He recognised that Indian 
Muslims were in an emotional and religious 
sense affiliated with a universal community. He 
tried to win them over by coming out openly in 
favour of the Khilafat Movement. The Khilafat 
Movement originated in India in the aftermath 
of Ottoman Turkey’s defeat in the First World 
War. The institution of Khilafat or Caliphate 
was established following the death of Prophet 
Muhammed. Sunni Muslims all over the world 
recognised the Ottoman Sultan as their Caliph. 
The basic aim of the Khilafat Movement in India 
was to pressurise the British government to 
preserve the authority of the Ottoman Sultan 
as Caliph of Islam following the break up of 
the Ottoman Empire at the end of the war. 
The Muslims realised that without the support 
of Hindu leaders and masses they could not 
challenge British authority. They were therefore 
greatly pleased when Gandhiji declared support 
to the Khilafat Movement. This development 
brought about tremendous unity between the 
Hindus and Muslims in India.

Gandhiji’s call for a nationwide hartal 
against the infamous Rowlatt Bills- aimed at 
curtailing the civil liberties of Indians in the 
name of curbing terrorist violence- further 
cemented the unity between Hindus and 
Muslims. Hindu Muslim unity took giant steps 
forward during the Non-Cooperation Movement 

as well. The entire country resounded to 
the cry of ‘Hindu Muslim Ki Jai’. This unity 
was however short-lived. Indian Muslims 
were greatly frustrated when Kemal Ataturk 
dethroned the Sultan and abolished the 
caliphate altogether. Indian Muslims started 
feeling that without friends outside, there 
was no way out for them than to face Hindu 
domination. This sense of alienation was seized 
by the Muslim communalists. The ground was 
now ripe for the Hindu communalists also. By 
1924, communal riots broke out every now 
and then. 

Communalism was however not yet very 
pervasive in Indian society during the 1920s. 
The Hindu communalists commanded little 
support among the masses. The social base of 
Muslim communalists was also narrow. The 
emerging trade union, peasants and youth 
movements were fully secular. Communalism 
came to the forefront during the Round Table 
Conferences of the early 1930s. Both the 
Muslim and Hindu communalists desperately 
tried to win the support of the British 
authorities to defend their so-called communal 
interests. The Muslim League and the Hindu 
Mahasabha after 1937 and the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) increasingly turned 
towards extreme communalism. They started 
a virulent campaign that Muslims, Muslim 
Culture, Islam, Hinduism and Hindu Culture 
were in danger of being exterminated. For the 
communalists, fighting against the British was 
not important; fighting amongst themselves 
in the name of protecting their cultures was 
more important.

If we try to analyse Mahatma Gandhi’s 
efforts to bring Hindus and Muslims together 
into a single anti-colonial front in this context, 
we can understand that he was confronted 
by very powerful forces loaded against him. 
In spite of all the difficulties, in the face of all 
the allegations by the Hindu communalists 
that he was appeasing the Muslims, Gandhiji 
warned many times over that the partition of 
India will result in bloodshed. He knew for 
sure that the division of the subcontinent   
would not be acceptable to any community. 
His premonitions came true in the aftermath 
of India’s freedom and partition of the country. 

The arson, violence and rioting that 
ensued India’s independence is too well known 
to be repeated here in their gory details. 
Gandhiji, who had worked so assiduously 

Cartoon courtesy: Alok Nirantar
Continued on Page 4030th January 1948
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many but his position on caste system in 
India was criticized by some in India. His 
views on caste were criticized during his 
life time and also after.  Gandhi declared 
himself as a sanatani Hindu but he also 

Gandhi In his individual and personal level never 

practiced untouchability and caste system, though  

he had declared himself as a sanatani Hindu. 

Actually he fought against untouchability..Some 

may castigate Gandhi as a traditionalist. But 

Gandhi’s views on many issues are totally different 

from traditional thoughts. Gandhi is definitely not 

a revivalist or a reactionary.

CASTING AWAY CASTE 

- THE GANDHI WAY
K.Venugopal Rao
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“Generations to come will scarce 

believe that such a one as this ever 

in flesh and blood walked upon this 
earth”.

These words of Albert Einstein 
quintessentially bring out the greatness 
of Mohan Das Gandhi. Mohandas, 
popularly known as Gandhi, was adored 
as Bapu, regarded as father of the Nation 
and revered as Mahatma by millions of 
the people of this country. One hundred 
and fifty years after his birth, Gandhi is 
still idolized and his godliness lives on.  
He is a saint not only to his followers 
but to many ordinary people across the 
world. 

The legacy of Gandhi is widely 
respected. Gandhi was an inspiration to 
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fought against untouchability in India with 
unwavering commitment.Gandhi’s views on 
caste, varna and untouchability are subjected 
to scrutiny by many social scientists and 
intellectuals. Many view Gandhi as a firm 
believer in caste system and varnashrama 
dharma. Others think that Gandhi’s views on 
caste have evolved over a period of time and 
ultimately Gandhi has emerged as a vehement 
critic of caste system and fought bitterly 
against it. There are some others who believe 
that Gandhi strategically supported caste 
system as he wanted to convince the orthodox 
society to come to terms with social reforms 
that included doing away with the caste 
system. Gandhi’s contemporary Babasaheb 
B.R. Ambedkar questioned his views on the 
caste system, and forced him to rethink. 
Historian and Gandhi’s grandson Rajmohan 
Gandhi has called caste “the most discussed 
Gandhi-related” issue in present India.

“I am the author of a Congress resolution for 
propagation of Khadi, establishment of Hindu-
Muslim unity, and removal of untouchability, 
the three pillars of swaraj. But I have never 
placed establishment of varnashrama dharma 
as the fourth pillar. You cannot, therefore, 
accuse me of placing a wrong emphasis on 
varnashrama dharma.” - M.K. Gandhi

These words of Gandhi clearly demonstrate 
that he was against caste system. But in his 
earlier writings Gandhi said that ‘if Hindu 
society has been able to stand, it is because 
it is focused on caste system’. But the same 
Gandhi wrote that ‘untouchability is a soul 
destroying sin and caste is social evil’.This is 
because Gandhi of 1915 was different from 
Gandhi of mid-1930s. In his book ‘Gandhi 
1914-1948: The Years that Changed the 

World’, Ramachandra Guha has opined that 
the transformation in Gandhi’s perception 
of caste and “his increasing willingness to 
challenge its prejudices” were a direct result 
of his engagements with social reformers who 
were “more radical than himself”. It is true 
that Gandhi’s views on the caste system have 
developed continually throughout his life. 
Gandhi definitely made some contradictory 
statements regarding caste norms and 
practices. Gandhi himself wrote that “in his 
search for Truth he has discarded many ideas 
and learnt many new things … and, therefore, 
when anybody finds any inconsistency between 
any two writings of his, if he has still faith in 
his sanity, he would do well to choose the later 

of the two on the same subject. 
In his individual and personal level 

Gandhi never practiced untouchability and 
caste system. We can find many examples 
for these in the life of Gandhi. Even Kasturba 
his wife was once told to leave the ashram in 
Ahmedabad when she refused to share living 
area with those considered untouchable. 
A dalit boy named Naiker was brought by 
Gandhi from South Africa and a dalit girl called 
Lakshmi was adopted by Gandhi. Govind who 
was a dalit used to cook food for Gandhi. These 
examples reveal that Gandhi never accepted 
caste restrictions and he ate with people of 
different faiths and castes.Gandhi on many 
occasions supported inter-caste marriages and 
his adopted daughter, a dalit by birth, was 
married to a Brahmin boy in1933.

One of the most important characteristics 
of the caste system is hereditary occupations. 
Gandhi never practiced his hereditary 
occupation and when he was arrested and 
was asked about his occupation he replied 
saying, “I am a spinner, a weaver and a farmer. 
In 1908, Gandhi opened a school for the 
children in the Phoenix settlement and as part 
of the school curriculum; every student had to 
respect and do manual labour. In 1917 when 
Gandhi started a national school in India every 
student in that school was taught agriculture, 
hand-weaving, carpentry and metal craft.
There was no emphasis on preserving one’s 
hereditary occupation. Gandhi’s concept of 
basic education promoted respect for manual 
labour without promoting the idea of hereditary 
professions.

Gandhi proclaimed himself as sanatani 
Hindu and he always told about his belief 
in shastras but at the same time he did 
not accept them as the ultimate authority. 
Gandhi used to explain that he exercises his 
judgment about every scripture, including the 
Gita and he further states that a scriptural 
text cannot supersede his reason. Renowned 
writer and academic Ananya Vajpeyi states 
that what Gandhi sought from the spiritual 
texts was a moral and even a didactic vision 
that could help an individual to attain self-
mastery and self-realization and knowledge. 
Even in his religious beliefs also Gandhi 
was different from others. He rarely visited 
temples and his approach to idol worship was 
also different from his caste people. Gandhi 
practiced vegetarianism and his practice of 
vegetarianism was not because of his caste or 
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religious beliefs and is not influenced by any 
religious texts. Vegetarianism was a personal 
commitment to Gandhi. Gandhi used to pray 
regularly. Gandhi has his own way of praying. 
No images or idols were used in Gandhi’s 
prayer meetings. Devotional songs from 
different religions and readings from a variety 
of religious holy books were used to be recited 
in these prayer meetings. Prayers were part 
of his political struggles and these political 
struggles were part of his search for God. These 
practices of Gandhi cannot be considered as 
signs of orthodoxy.  

Gandhi establ ished four Ashrams 
(Phoenix, South Africa in 1904, Tolstoy farm 
in Johannesburg in 1910, Sabarmati Ashram 
in 1915 and Sevagram Ashram in Wardha 
in 1936) in his life time.  Every ashram is 
known for its simple life style and celebrated 
the dignity of human labour. The inmates 
of ashrams belonged to different castes and 
faiths. Everyone had to perform every kind of 
work including cooking, gardening, cleaning, 
scavenging, shaving and cutting hair on a 
rotational basis. Untouchability was not 
practiced in any form in the ashrams. Many 
inter-caste marriages were organized in the 
ashrams. There will be a single kitchen and 
all dined in a single row. The food was simple 
and strictly vegetarian. But at Tolstoy Farm, 
Gandhi was determined that “If the Christians 
and Musalmans asked even for beef, that too 
must be provided for them. There were no 
signs of caste or religious orthodoxy. On the 
contrary, the experiments are to be seen as an 
effort to break caste, community, and religious 
arrogance and discrimination.

Some scholars argue that Gandhi is 
product of Hindu orthodoxy. They argue that 
Gandhi believed in Brahmanical world view. 
But Gandhi’s personal life and living show 
that he openly discarded all forms restrictions 
imposed by caste system. His ashrams rejected 
all the foundational principles of varnashrama 
dharma. Some scholars argue that Gandhi 
believed in the doctrine of karma but a close 
look at his writings reveal that his views on 
the theory of karma are against the orthodox 
interpretation. Gandhi simply rejects the 
orthodox understanding of the doctrine of 
karma - that one’s destiny is the fruit of one’s 
past karma. Gandhi always said that Man is 
the maker of his own destiny and called upon 
the people to make their own destinies. 

It will be unfair to say that Gandhi was a 
defender of varna vyavastha.  Gandhi at some 
point of his life might have praised the varna 
or caste system as beneficial to Indian society. 
But in the course of time he developed radical 
opinions on caste system. In one of his writings 
Gandhi declared that “the caste system is an 

anachronism... It must go if both Hinduism 
and India are to live and grow from day to 
day’.  But it is a fact that Gandhi could not 
relate the overall socio-economic plight of 
Dalits to the basic unequal structure of Hindu 
society. Gandhi could not fully understand 
the ugly dynamics of the caste system which 
was responsible for inhuman conditions of 
the dalits. 

Here a question arises about the relationship 
of traditional concept of Indian society and the 
Gandhian model of society. Ambedkar views on 
caste and organizing social relations are also 

GANDHI-150 
PADAYATRA

AS  
CARTOONISTS 

SEE IT

BJP workers will take 
out padayatras to mark 
150th birth anniversary 
of Gandhi
Courtesy: BBC Hindi
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quite different from Gandhi. Ambedkar viewed 
untouchability as an expression of caste 
system and he firmly believed that removal of 
untouchability is one part of the movement 
against caste system. Ambedkar believed that 
annihilation of caste can only make Indian 
society free from all evils and disparities. For 
Gandhi untouchability is the most disgraceful 
manifestation of caste system and Gandhi 
believed that caste system will disappear if 
untouchability is removed. There is also the 
alterative view of understanding society from 
the Marxist class perspective which says 
that Indian society is a class and caste based 
society. Every caste has class within it and 
class also embraces caste. It is freedom from 
class and caste that only can emancipate the 
people from all their woes and sufferings. 

Some may cast igate Gandhi as a 
traditionalist. But Gandhi’s views on many 
issues are totally different from traditional 
thoughts. Gandhi is definitely not a revivalist or 

a reactionary.Gandhi may not be revolutionary 
but he can surely be described as a reformer 
in breaking unjust caste restrictions and 
unscientific religious traditions. He is known 
for political resistance through non-violent 
methods and for resolving social tensions and 
conflicts among different classes and ethnic 
groups though persuasion and reformist 
methods. Gandhi’s thoughts on politics, 
democracy, religious freedom, social inequality, 
governance, education, war and use of force are 
totally different from the views of today’s ruling 
classes. Gandhi’s philosophy is much above 
Swachh Bharat and chaturbaniya concepts. 
Study of Gandhi in comparison with Ambedkar 
thoughts and Marxist understanding of 
society will greatly help in understanding the 
philosophy of Gandhi. This is very important 
in the present times of appropriating the great 
sons of India by those who are in no way 
related to their ideologies and legacies.

 

Ambedkar viewed untouchability as an expression of caste system and he 
firmly believed that removal of untouchability is one part of the movement 
against caste system. Ambedkar believed that annihilation of caste can 
only make Indian society free from all evils and disparities. For Gandhi 
untouchability is the most disgraceful manifestation of caste system and 
Gandhi believed that caste system will disappear if untouchability is 
removed. There is also the alterative view of understanding society from 
the class perspective which says that Indian society is a class and caste 
based society. Every caste has class within it and class also embraces 
caste. It is freedom from class and caste that only can emancipate the 
people from all their woes and sufferings. 

Sajith Kunar, 

Deccan Herald

R Prasad,  

@rprasad66
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“The true measure of any society  can 

be found in how it treats its  most 
vulnerable members” 

– MAHATMA GANDHI

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, fondly called 
as Bapu Ji, was not only one of the greatest leaders 
of the Indian independence movement, but also a 
major social and political reformer, who played an 
important role in purging the Indian society of its 
inherent evils.  He assumed a pioneering role in 
attempting to eradicate the social menace that is 
prevalent against the women.  As far as Gandhiji 
is concerned, social emancipation is as critical 
as political emancipation.  Mahatma Gandhi was 
indeed one of the greatest advocates of women’s 
liberty. Throughout his life he waged a struggle for 
the upliftment of the socially downtrodden, making 
a significant contribution for the enhancement of 
the status of women in India. 

Against social evils

In traditional patriarchal societies, it is 
generally believed that women should remain 
confined to their families and under legal and 
customary subjection of their husbands or other 
male family members. This was also the situation in 
the pre-independent India. According to Gandhiji, 
social reforms were essential for restructuring of 
the societal values that dominate the perception 
of Indian women.  Though he had great reverence 
for the traditions of the country, he criticized 
those customs and traditions of the Indian society 
that were antithetical to the spirit of development 
of the women.  He said that women have been 
suppressed under custom and law for which man 
was responsible and in the shaping of which she 
had no hand. He opposed the harmful practices, 
encouraged regeneration of women and gave the 

Gandhi looked at the men and women equally.  He strongly believed that if 

the women are not emancipated, then the country would remain enslaved.  He 

also believed that women could do much to transform India on all levels. 

His faith in their immense capabilities found expression in his decisions to 

bestow leadership to them in various nationalistic endeavors.Gandhi’s 

inspiring ideologies boosted their morale and helped them to rediscover 

their self-esteem

GANDHIJI  &
EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN

M.Girija



In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W

o
r
k
e
r

17OCTOBER  2019

Under his leadership, there was not only a 

general awakening among women, but also 

they entered into the mainstream freedom 

struggle.  Through their participation 

in the freedom struggle, women of India 

broke down the shackles of oppression 

that had relegated them to a secondary 

position from time immemorial.

ideal that women are not just equal and 
different but superior to men.  He was clearly 
of the view that people should rejoice at the 
birth of boy as well as girl as the world needs 
both.  He said that women have an equal right 
to live and are equally necessary to keep the 
world going.  He described discrimination 
against women as an anachronism.  Gandhiji 
preached and practiced sharing of domestic 
work by both men and women of the family.  
He encouraged women to do intellectual work 
and men to help in cooking, cleaning and 
caring, which are conventionally looked into 
as ‘women’s chores’, and thereby reduce the 
drudgery of women’s domestic work.  

Gandhiji felt that lack of education and 
information is the root cause of all the evils 
against women.  Therefore, he believed that 
education is essential for enabling women to 
assert their natural rights, to exercise them 
wisely and to work for their expansion. He 
thought that low level of literacy among women 
had deprived them of socio- politico power 
and also the power of knowledge. He stood for 
proper education for women, as he believed 
that after receiving education they become 
sensitive to the glaring inequalities to which 
they are subject to.

Gandhiji stoutly opposed child marriages.  
He looked at the practice of child marriage as a 
moral and physical evil.  To him child marriage 
was an immoral inhuman act which made 
innocent girls objects of man’s lust; ruined the 
health of many a child mother and converted 
tender age girls into widows.   He said women 
cannot make any progress so long as there 
are child marriages, as it results in denial of 
educational opportunities and deprivation of 
joys of girlhood. Moreover it causes physical, 
mental and emotional cruelty as girls are 
rushed into adulthood prematurely and made 
subservient to their husbands. 

He was very much against the oppressive 
custom of dowry, as it turned young girls into 
mere chattels to be bought and sold.  He was 

describing the dowry marriages as “heartless” 
and called this custom pernicious as it lowered 
the status of women.  He preferred girls to 
remain unmarried all their lives than to be 
humiliated and dishonored by marrying men 
who demanded dowry. He believed that the 
basis of marriage is mutual love and respect 
and it should not be a matter of arrangement 
made by parents for money. As the system 
is intimately connected with caste, he said 
that so long as the choice is limited to a few 
hundred young men or young women of a 
particular caste, the system will persist.  So, to 
curb the venomous system of dowry, he urged 
that the girls, boys and their parents should 
come forward to break the bonds of caste.  He 
also very vehemently stood for the rights of 
women over their own body.  He even exhorted 
women that they should resist the advances 
of their husbands in marriage and should not 
succumb to their carnal desires.  

Gandhi was deeply concerned about the 
condition of child widows as they were denied 
the rights to re- marry and also suffered other 
social and legal disabilities. Regarding adult 
widows, he felt that the decision to re-marry 
should rest with the widow, but he was against 
the wrong things that are done to the widows. 
He protested against the prevalent belief that a 
widow crossing one’s path is a bad omen.  He 
advised every family to treat widow with utmost 
respect and to give her facilities to expand her 
knowledge. The ultimate remedy suggested 
by Gandhi was to consider the widow and 
the widower on par so far as re marriage was 
concerned.

Economic emancipation

Gandhi strongly emphasized that there 
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should be no inequality in the wages paid to 
men and women.  He felt that women should 
not feel any legal disability which is not 
suffered by men.  He was not against economic 
independence of women. When some people 
were feeling that economic independence 
of women may lead to spread of immorality 
among them and disrupt domestic life, Gandhi 
answered that morality should not depend 
upon the helplessness of a man or woman. It 
should be rooted in the purity of hearts. And 
he wanted women to take up some work so as 
to supplement the earning of the family.

Though Gandhi fought against gender 
discrimination, there is criticism about his 
perception of women on certain aspects.   For 
example, he believed that as nature has made 
men and women different, it is necessary to 
maintain a difference between the education 
of the two.  Though they are equal in life, 
their functions differ.  It is women’s right to 
rule the home and Man is the master outside.  
This apart, we must remember that he was 
a great leader who was unhappy with the 
deplorable condition of Indian women and 
who wanted to uplift their status, rid them 
of suppressive customs, and wanted them to 
play an important role in social, political and 
economic spheres.  He advocated and worked 
for gender equality.    

When the nation pays its rich tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi, cue is to be taken from his 
ideas and ideals.  Gandhi looked at the men 
and women equally.  He strongly believed 
that if the women are not emancipated, then 
the country would remain enslaved.  He 
also believed that women could do much 
to transform India on all levels. His faith in 
their immense capabilities found expression 
in his decisions to bestow leadership to them 
in various nationalistic endeavors.  Gandhi’s 
inspiring ideologies boosted their morale and 
helped them to rediscover their self-esteem. 
Under his leadership, there was not only a 
general awakening among women, but also 
they entered into the mainstream freedom 
struggle.  Through their participation in the 
freedom struggle, women of India broke down 
the shackles of oppression that had relegated 
them to a secondary position from time 
immemorial.  And today when we are in the 
150th birth anniversary of such a great soul, let 
us march forward to cross over the miles that 
are there on the path to achieve our cherished 
goal to empower women. 

 MåülSì MüÐ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ lÉÏiÉ qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU mÉWûsÉÏ UWûÏ WûÉå 
rÉÉ SÕeÉÏ MüÉqÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ iÉUÏMüÉ SåvÉÏ pÉÉwÉÉ qÉåÇ MüWåûÇ iÉÉå 
sÉÉsÉoÉÑfÉYMüÄQûÏ UWûÉ Wæû| ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌuÉcÉÉUå ÌMürÉå AÇkÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ AÉæU 
ElÉMåü eÉoÉËUrÉÉ jÉÉåmÉlÉå Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉ iÉoÉÉWûÏ Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉ UWåû 
WæûÇ| eÉÉå pÉÏ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ sÉÉaÉÔ ÌMürÉÉ, ExÉMåü ESåvrÉ AÉæU xuÉÃmÉ 
uÉÉå UWåû WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ eÉÉå oÉiÉÉrÉå aÉrÉå jÉå| sÉÉaÉÔ ÌMürÉå ÌlÉhÉïrÉÉåÇ xÉå 
eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ AÉæU oÉÄRûÏ iÉjÉÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÉ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ qÉMüxÉS 
pÉÏ xÉTüsÉ lÉWûÏÇ WÒûAÉ| mÉÉÇcÉ xÉÉsÉ AÉæU lÉrÉå 100 ÌSlÉ Måü 
SåZÉå MüÉrÉïMüsÉÉmÉÉåÇ xÉå rÉWû pÉsÉÏpÉÉÇÌiÉ mÉËUsÉÍ¤ÉiÉ WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
pÉÉeÉmÉÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉÉxÉ SåvÉ AÉæU eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü xÉqÉ¤É mÉåvÉ 
qÉÑSSÉåÇ Måü WûsÉ MüÐ xÉÉåcÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU qÉåÇ AÉlÉå xÉå 
mÉWûsÉå ZÉåiÉÏ ÌMüxÉÉlÉÏ MüÐ oÉSWûÉsÉÏ, oÉåMüÉUÏ, AxÉÑU¤ÉÉ, ÌlÉiÉ 
vÉqÉïxÉÉU MüUiÉå rÉÉælÉ AirÉÉcÉÉU, MüÉsÉÉkÉlÉ, pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU AÉÌS 
ÎeÉlÉxÉå ÌlÉeÉÉiÉ ÌSsÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL aÉÄRåû aÉrÉå uÉå iÉUWû iÉUWû Måü lÉÉUå 
xÉUMüÉU mÉëÉÎmiÉ Måü oÉÉS pÉÑsÉÉ ÌSrÉå aÉrÉå AÉæU eÉoÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ 
AÉåU xÉå ÌMürÉå uÉÉSÉåÇ MüÐ rÉÉS ÌSsÉÉD eÉÉlÉå sÉaÉÏ iÉÉå ElÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ 
xÉå krÉÉlÉ WûOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL sÉÉsÉoÉÑfÉYMüÄQûÏ AÇSÉeÉ qÉåÇ mÉÑUÉlÉÏ 
cÉÉåOû MüÉå PûÏMü MüUlÉå Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU AÉæU lÉD SU lÉD oÉÄQûÏ xÉå 
oÉÄQûÏ cÉÉåOû eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå SÏ eÉÉlÉå sÉaÉÏ eÉÉå ÌMü AÉiqÉbÉÉiÉÏ AÉæU 
lÉÉxÉÔUÏ-MüÉUMü ÍsÉrÉå WÒûL jÉÏ| 

AmÉlÉå mÉWûsÉå MüÉrÉïMüÉsÉ qÉåÇ LMüÉLMü UÉ·í MüÉå xÉqoÉÉåÍkÉiÉ 
MüU AÉkÉÏ UÉiÉ xÉå mÉÑUÉlÉå WûeÉÉU AÉæU mÉÉÇcÉ xÉÉæ Måü lÉÉåOû rÉWû 
MüWûMüU oÉÇS MüU ÌSrÉå jÉå ÌMü CxÉxÉå lÉMüsÉÏ lÉÉåOû, MüÉsÉÉkÉlÉ, 
AÉiÉÇMüuÉÉS, pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU ZÉiqÉ WûÉå eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| rÉWû oÉÉiÉ 2000 Måü 
lÉrÉå lÉÉåOû Måü vÉÑÃ MüUlÉå xÉå iÉoÉ pÉÏ ÌMüxÉÏ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉ qÉåÇ 
lÉWûÏÇ AÉD jÉÏ| mÉËUhÉÉqÉiÉÈ SåvÉ EsOûÉ lÉMüSÏ Måü xÉÇMüOû qÉåÇ 
EsÉfÉ aÉrÉÉ| oÉæÇMüÉåÇ MüÐ sÉÉDlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉæMüÄQûÉåÇ eÉÉlÉå aÉD| SåvÉ 
200 xÉÉsÉ mÉWûsÉå Måü uÉxiÉÑ-ÌuÉÌlÉrÉqÉ Måü rÉÑaÉ qÉåÇ eÉÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÉ| 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü MüÉqÉ-kÉlkÉå WûÉjÉ xÉå eÉÉiÉå UWåû uÉÉå AsÉaÉ| oÉiÉÉrÉå 
ESåvrÉ lÉ iÉoÉ mÉÔUå WÒûL lÉ AÉeÉ| AÉeÉ pÉÏ lÉMüsÉÏ lÉÉåOû, 
MüÉsÉÉkÉlÉ, AÉiÉÇMüuÉÉS, pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU AÉæU erÉÉSÉ pÉrÉÉuÉWû AÉMüÉU 
qÉåÇ qÉÑÇWû oÉÉrÉå ZÉÄQûÉ Wæû| ÌlÉiÉ AÉiÉå xÉqÉÉcÉÉUÉåÇ qÉåÇ WûqÉ ClÉMüÉ 
AuÉsÉÉåMülÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ|   

CxÉMåü oÉÉS ExÉÏ AÇSÉeÉ qÉåÇ LMü UÉiÉ MüÉå 12 oÉeÉå xÉå 
LMüÉLMü xÉÇxÉS oÉÑsÉÉMüU uÉxiÉÑ uÉ xÉåuÉÉ MüU MüÉå mÉÔUå SåvÉ 
qÉåÇ AÉlÉlÉ-TüÉlÉlÉ ÌoÉlÉÉ AÉaÉÉ-mÉÏNûÉ SåZÉå SÕxÉUÏ AÉeÉÉSÏ 
bÉÉåÌwÉiÉ MüU sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ AÉæU ExÉMåü oÉÉS mÉæSÉ WÒûD 
eÉÌOûsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ SU xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ fÉÄQûÏ sÉaÉ aÉD| 
MüWûÉÇ xÉå vÉÑÃ WÒûL MüoÉ AÇiÉ WûÉåaÉÉ AÉæU MüWûÉÇ mÉWÒûÇcÉåÇaÉå, rÉWû 
ÌMüxÉÏ MüÉå lÉWûÏÇ mÉiÉÉ| xÉqÉxrÉÉ AÉæU EsÉfÉlÉ PûÏMü WûÉålÉå Måü 
EsÉOû AÉæU ÌoÉaÉÄQûiÉÏ aÉD| lÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÉå AmÉåÍ¤ÉiÉ UÉeÉxuÉ 
ÍqÉsÉÉ AÉæU lÉ EmÉpÉÉå£üÉ AÉæU urÉÉmÉÉUÏ MüÉå xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ AÉæU 
UÉWûiÉ| EsOûÉ EsÉfÉlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ mÉWûsÉå xÉå MüWûÏÇ erÉÉSÉ UMüqÉ 
cÉÑMüÉD| urÉuÉxÉÉrÉ cÉæmÉOû WûÉålÉå MüÐ lÉÉæoÉiÉ AÉD| lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ MüÐ 
cÉÉåOû PûÏMü WÒûD lÉWûÏÇ, ExÉxÉå mÉWûsÉå AÉæU sÉaÉÏ oÉÄQûÏ cÉÉåOû xÉå 
E±ÉåaÉ kÉlkÉåÇ cÉÉæmÉO WûÉå aÉrÉå| oÉåMüÉUÏ AÉæU qÉÇSÏ MüÉ lÉÉxÉÔU 
AÉæU aÉWûUÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ|

cÉÉæiÉUTüÉ qÉcÉå WûÉWûÉMüÉU xÉå krÉÉlÉ WûOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL WÒûAÉ 
mÉÑsÉuÉÉqÉÉ MüÉÇQû AÉæU mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉ MüÉå xÉoÉMü ÍxÉZÉÉlÉå? Måü 
lÉÉUå aÉÔÇeÉÉrÉå aÉrÉå| “SåvÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌoÉMülÉå SÕÇaÉÉ, ÍxÉU lÉWûÏÇ fÉÑMülÉå 
SÕÇaÉÉ” Måü xÉÉjÉ MüÉurÉoÉÉåkÉ xÉå eÉaÉÉrÉå UÉ·íuÉÉS xÉå uÉÉåOû MüÐ 
fÉÉåsÉÏ pÉU mÉÑlÉÈ ÌoÉlÉÉ MüÉåD uÉÉSÉ ÌMürÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÐ QûÉåU 
MüxÉsÉÏ| U¤ÉÉ AÉrÉÑkÉ AÉæU WûÍjÉrÉÉU ÌlÉqÉÉïiÉÉ xÉUMüÉUÏ MüqmÉlÉÏ 
MüÐ fÉÉåsÉÏ qÉåÇ AÉrÉå U¤ÉÉ xÉÉæSå MüÉå NûÏlÉMüU qÉkrÉxjÉiÉÉ xÉå 
AmÉlÉå cÉWåûiÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏrÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ MüÉaÉeÉÏ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü lÉÉqÉ MüU 
SÏ| iÉåsÉ-UxÉÉrÉlÉ MüÐ SåvÉÏ ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ ElÉMåü SåvÉÏ mÉÔÇeÉÏrÉÉUÉåÇ 
Måü oÉUÉxiÉå xÉFSÏ AUoÉ MüÐ AUÉqÉMüÉå AÉæU ÌoÉëOåûlÉ MüÐ oÉÏ.
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mÉÏ. AÉÌS Måü ÌuÉSåvÉÏ WûÉjÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ cÉsÉÏ aÉD Wæû| ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ 
¤Éå§É Måü oÉæÇMü-oÉÏqÉÉ, FeÉÉï, mÉËUuÉWûlÉ, xÉÇcÉÉU AÉæU 
U¤ÉÉ iÉÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏ ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ qÉåÇ ÌTüxÉsÉå WÒûL 
WæûÇ| ÌTüU pÉÏ MüÉurÉoÉÉåkÉ xÉå “SåvÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌoÉMülÉå SÕÇaÉÉ” 
MüÐ UÉaÉ QûÏ.eÉå. mÉU oÉeÉ UWûÏ Wæû| iÉÉÌMü ÌuÉSåÍvÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ WûqÉÉUÏ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xÉqmÉSÉ Måü ÌoÉMülÉå MüÐ 
rÉå ZÉoÉUåÇ SoÉÏ UWåûÇ| 

ÎeÉxÉ eÉÉåvÉ-ZÉUÉåvÉ xÉå qÉÌWûsÉÉ ÌuÉ¨ÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ ²ÉUÉ 
ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû mÉU MüU sÉaÉÉlÉå 
MüÉ ÌRûÇRûÉåUÉ mÉÏOûÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ, qÉÇSÏ xÉå EoÉUlÉå Måü lÉÉqÉ 
qÉåÇ TüOûÉTüOû WûOûÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ eÉoÉÌMü qÉÇSÏ Måü ÍvÉMüÉU 
UÉåeÉaÉÉU ZÉÉålÉåuÉÉsÉå sÉÉZÉÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ MüÉ MÑüNû xÉÇ¥ÉÉlÉ 
iÉMü lÉWûÏÇ| EsOûÉ qÉÉÍsÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ qÉeÉÏï Måü AlÉÑÃmÉ 
´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉSsÉÉuÉÉåÇ MüÉ pÉÏ xÉÇxÉS qÉåÇ ´ÉqÉ 
xÉÇÌWûiÉÉ ÌoÉsÉ mÉÉËUiÉ MüUuÉÉlÉå MüÉ MüÉqÉ iÉåeÉ MüU 
ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü xÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ WûÉålÉå AÉæU mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ 
Måü AÍkÉMüÉU MÑücÉsÉå eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| UÉåeÉaÉÉU YrÉÉåÇ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉ UWûÉ? xÉUMüÉU CxÉMåü ÍsÉL YrÉÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉ 
oÉlÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû, CxÉ mÉU MüÉåD PûÉåxÉ uÉ£üurÉ SålÉå Måü 
oÉSsÉå MåülSìÏrÉ ´ÉqÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ xÉÇiÉÉåwÉ aÉÇaÉuÉÉU AcÉÉlÉMü 
oÉëqWû¥ÉÉlÉÏ oÉlÉiÉå WÒûL MüWûiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü UÉåeÉaÉÉU lÉ Så 
mÉÉlÉÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ AxÉTüsÉiÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ oÉÎsMü E¨ÉU pÉÉUiÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉ 
MüÐ lÉÉMüÉÌoÉsÉÏ WæûÇ| MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉÇ iÉÉå lÉÉæMüUÏ SålÉå bÉÔqÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ, mÉU 
rÉå sÉÉåaÉ MüÉÌoÉsÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏ ÇiÉÉå WûqÉ YrÉÉ MüUåÇ| iÉÉå pÉÉD qÉÇ§ÉÏeÉÏ 
SÍ¤ÉhÉ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌMüiÉlÉÏ lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉÇ Så SÏ, rÉWûÏ oÉiÉÉ SÉå| 
qÉÇ§ÉÏeÉÏ MüÉå YrÉÉ rÉWû qÉÉsÉÔqÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMü cÉmÉUÉxÉÏ MüÐ lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉåÇ 
Måü ÍsÉL LqÉ.oÉÏ.L. mÉÏ.LcÉ.QûÏ. ÌQûaÉëÏkÉÉUÏ iÉMü AÉuÉåSlÉ MüUlÉå 
MüÉå qÉeÉoÉÔU WæûÇ, ExÉqÉåÇ E¨ÉU-SÍ¤ÉhÉ, mÉÔuÉï-mÉÍ¶ÉqÉ YrÉÉ mÉÔUå 
SåvÉ MüÉ ÌQûaÉëÏkÉÉUÏ lÉÉæeÉuÉÉlÉ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ Wæû| 

 SåvÉ xÉ¨ÉU xÉÉsÉÉåÇ xÉå lÉåWûÃ MüÉ mÉÉmÉ fÉåsÉ UWûÉ Wæû, MüWû 
MüWûMüU AmÉlÉÏ ÌuÉTüsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå aÉÉåSÏ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ Måü xÉWûÉUå MüoÉ 
iÉMü AxÉsÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ xÉå krÉÉlÉ WûOûÉAÉåÇ mÉërÉÉåeÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå SåvÉ MüÉå 
aÉÑqÉUÉWû MüUiÉå UWûÉåaÉå? pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ WÒûÇMüÉU xÉå MüÉÇmÉÉ mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉ, 
cÉÏlÉ AÉæU mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉ MüÉå qÉcNûU MüÐ iÉUWû MÑücÉsÉ SåÇaÉå, eÉæxÉÏ 
oÉWûxÉåÇ cÉsÉÉiÉå cÉælÉsÉÉåÇ Måü xÉWûÉUå MüoÉ iÉMü AÉqÉeÉlÉ MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ 
MüÉå SoÉÉrÉå UZÉÉåÇaÉå? AqÉåËUMüÉ qÉåÇ OûÇªmÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ qÉÉåSÏ Måü WûÉEQûÏ 
qÉåaÉÉ vÉÉå MüÐ ZÉoÉUåÇ ÌSZÉÉMüU eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü mÉåOû Måü xÉuÉÉsÉ mÉU 
MüoÉ iÉMü uÉÉU MüUiÉå UWûÉåaÉå? qÉWûÉiqÉÉ aÉÉÇkÉÏ Måü AÉSvÉï lÉWûÏÇ, 
MåüuÉsÉ ElÉMåü cÉvqÉåÇ Måü mÉëiÉÏMü MüÉå pÉÑlÉÉAÉåaÉå| iÉÉsÉÏoÉÉlÉ xÉå 
xÉqÉfÉÉæiÉÉ MüUlÉåuÉÉsÉå OûÇªmÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ UÉåQûvÉÉå MüUÉåaÉå? mÉUliÉÑ 
CqÉUÉlÉ ZÉÉlÉ xÉå SÕUÏ ÌSZÉÉMüU SåvÉpÉÌ£ü eÉaÉÉAÉåaÉåå? 

UÉeÉlÉæÌiÉMü lÉæÌiÉMüiÉÉ AÉæU vÉÑÍcÉiÉÉ Måü lÉrÉå qÉÉrÉlÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå 
AÉ UWåû WæûÇ| ÌMüiÉlÉÉ WûÏ oÉÄQûÉ AmÉUÉkÉÏ WûÉå, oÉÉWÒûoÉÍsÉ WûÉå, 
oÉsÉÉiMüÉUÏ WûÉå, urÉÍpÉcÉÉUÏ WûÉå, pÉë¹ÉcÉÉUÏ WûÉå, pÉÉeÉmÉÉ MüÐ 
vÉUhÉ eÉÉiÉå WûÏ mÉÌuÉ§É WûÉå eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| ZÉÑS pÉÉeÉmÉÉD xÉÉÇxÉS, 
ÌuÉkÉÉrÉMü, qÉÇ§ÉÏ AÉÌS MüWûiÉå WæûÇ -pÉÉeÉmÉÉ iÉÉå uÉÉÍvÉÇaÉ qÉvÉÏlÉ 
Wæû| iÉpÉÏ iÉÉå oÉsÉÉiMüÉU Måü AÉUÉåÌmÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ MÑüNû lÉWûÏÇ ÌoÉaÉÄQûiÉÉ 

EsOûÉ mÉÏÌÄQûiÉÉ MüÉ mÉËUuÉÉU MüÉ mÉËUuÉÉU AÉæU ExÉMüÉå xÉWûÉUÉ 
SålÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉTüiÉ AÉ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| YrÉÉ MüÉUhÉ Wæû ÌMü “oÉåOûÏ 
oÉcÉÉAÉåÇ, oÉåOûÏ mÉÄRûÉAÉå” MüÉ lÉÉUÉ SålÉåuÉÉsÉÏ xÉUMüÉU oÉsÉÉiMüÉU 
mÉÏÌÄQûiÉÉAÉåÇ Måü mÉ¤É Måü EsOû oÉsÉÉiMüÉUÏ oÉÉoÉÉAÉåÇ, oÉÉWÒûoÉÍsÉrÉÉåÇ 
AÉÌS Måü xÉÇU¤ÉhÉ qÉåÇ ZÉÄQûÏ mÉÉD eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| MüD oÉÉU MüÉåOïû Måü 
SoÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU jÉÉåÄQûÏ qÉÉåÄQûÏ MüpÉÏ MüpÉÉU ÌSZÉÉuÉOûÏ MÑüNû 
MüÉUïuÉÉD MüUiÉÏ Wæû mÉUliÉÑ mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ MüÉå urÉuÉxjÉÉ xÉå xuÉiÉÈ lrÉÉrÉ 
ÍqÉsÉå, CxÉMåü ÍsÉL YrÉÉåÇMüU MüpÉÏ MüÉåD MüSqÉ lÉWûÏÇ EPûÉiÉÏ Wæû? 
AÉæU YrÉÉåÇMüU lrÉÉrÉ qÉåÇ oÉÉkÉÉ QûÉsÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ mÉU xÉoÉMü ÍxÉZÉÉlÉå 
rÉÉåarÉ MüÉåD MüPûÉåU MüÉUïuÉÉD lÉWûÏÇ WûÉåiÉÏ?

cÉÔÇÌMü xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ Måü ApÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ AÉÍjÉïMü-xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü-
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü xÉqÉxrÉÉLÇ iÉÉå lÉÉxÉÔUÏ AÉMüÉU sÉåiÉÏ WÒûD bÉlÉÏpÉÔiÉ 
WûÉå UWûÏ WæûÇ| sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü WûÉjÉ qÉåÇ lÉaÉSÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû, UÉåeÉaÉÉU lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû| ZÉÑS xÉUMüÉU Måü AÉÇMüQåû qÉÉlÉiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü SåvÉ MüÐ 80 
TüÐxÉSÏ AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü ÍsÉL SxÉ WûeÉÉU ÃmÉrÉå qÉWûÏlÉÉ MüqÉÉ mÉÉlÉÉ 
qÉÑÎvMüsÉ Wæû| LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ qÉÉåOûU ÎuWûMüsÉ LYOû qÉåÇ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ 
MüU eÉÑqÉÉïlÉå MüÐ UÉÍvÉ 10 aÉÑhÉÉ oÉÄRûÉ SÏ aÉD Wæû| xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉD 
ZÉoÉUÉåÇ qÉåÇ pÉÉUÏ pÉUMüqÉ eÉÑqÉÉïlÉå MüÐ UÉÍvÉ cÉÑMüÉlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ 
UWåû sÉÉåaÉ AmÉlÉÉ uÉÉWûlÉ WûÏ mÉÑÍsÉxÉ Måü mÉÉxÉ NûÉåÄQûMüU eÉÉ UWåû 
WæûÇ| AÉeÉ WûqÉÉUå SåvÉ MüÐ WûÉsÉiÉ LMü UÉeÉÉ Måü ÌmÉërÉ WûÉjÉÏ MüÐ 
MüjÉÉ eÉæxÉÏ WûÉå aÉD Wæû| LMü UÉeÉÉ Måü oÉÏqÉÉU WûÉjÉÏ Måü oÉcÉlÉå 
Måü MüÉåD AÉxÉÉU lÉWûÏÇ jÉå mÉUliÉÑ UÉeÉÉ MüÐ CxÉ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ xÉå ÌMü 
eÉÉå ExÉå WûÉjÉÏ Måü qÉUlÉå MüÐ xÉÔcÉlÉÉ SåaÉÉ, uÉWû qÉ×irÉÑSÇQû MüÉ 
pÉÉaÉÏ WûÉåaÉÉ, xÉå pÉrÉpÉÏiÉ jÉå| iÉoÉ WûÉjÉÏ MüÐ SåZÉpÉÉsÉ MüUlÉåuÉÉsÉå 
qÉWûÉuÉiÉ lÉå SUoÉÉU qÉåÇ eÉÉMüU UÉeÉÉ xÉå MüWûÉ ÌMü qÉWûÉUÉeÉ AÉeÉ 
xÉÑoÉWû xÉå AÉmÉMüÉ ÌmÉërÉ WûÉjÉÏ lÉ EPû UWûÉ Wæû, lÉ mÉÉlÉÏ mÉÏ UWûÉ 
Wæû, lÉ MÑüNû ZÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû AÉæU lÉ WûÏ xÉÉÇxÉ sÉå mÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| iÉoÉ 

mÉÑUÉlÉÏ cÉÉåOû Måü EmÉcÉÉU Måü lÉÉqÉ qÉåÇ 
AÉæU oÉÄQûÏ lÉD cÉÉåOû
UÉqÉcÉlSì vÉqÉÉï

How long will they be  harping on ‘Nehru 
legacy’ to cover-up failures; use craven media to 
distract the people’s attention from real issues; to  
mislead the people pointing towards Pakistan & 
China; to heap miseries on people from behind 
the Howdi megashows & roadshows with Trump 
who colludes with the Taliban ? History has 
shown that truth can not be suppresssed for long, 
nor the human spirit to rise against injustice. 

ALL IS WELL IN INDIA- Cartoon :Keerthish, BBC HINDI
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UÉeÉÉ lÉå MüWûÉ ÌMü YrÉÉ qÉåUÉ WûÉjÉÏ qÉU aÉrÉÉ? iÉoÉ qÉWûÉuÉiÉ lÉå 
MüWûÉ ÌMü qÉWûÉUÉeÉ rÉWû iÉÉå AÉmÉ WûÏ MüWû xÉMüiÉå WæûÇ| rÉWûÏ WûÉsÉ 
WûqÉÉUÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ WûÉå UZÉÉ Wæû| qÉÉåSÏ Måü MüUÏoÉ MüUÏoÉ 
xÉÉUå ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ AÍkÉMüÉUÏ AÉæU ÌuÉwÉåwÉ¥É bÉÑqÉÉ ÌTüUÉMåü AmÉlÉå RûÇaÉ 
xÉå AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ mÉU ÍcÉÇiÉÉ eÉiÉÉ cÉÑMåü WæûÇ| mÉU mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÉ 
MæüÌoÉlÉåOû qÉÉlÉlÉå MüÉå iÉærÉÉU lÉWûÏÇ|

qÉÇSÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÐ AjÉÏï oÉlÉiÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ jÉÏ iÉÉå krÉÉlÉ 
WûOûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ÌTüU lÉTüUiÉÏ xÉÑL xÉå AÉÇZÉ TüÉåÄQûÏ iÉUMüÐoÉ 
iÉsÉÉvÉÏ aÉD| AxÉqÉ qÉåÇ lÉÉaÉËUMü UÎeÉxOûU qÉåÇ mÉÇeÉÏrÉlÉ xÉå 19 
sÉÉZÉ oÉÉÌwÉÇSå uÉÇÍcÉiÉ UWû aÉrÉå Wæû AÉæU ElWåûÇ vÉUhÉÉjÉÏï ÍvÉÌuÉUÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ AÉæU ÌTüU SåvÉ ÌlÉMüÉsÉÉ SålÉå MüÐ oÉÉiÉåÇ iÉæU UWûÏ WæûÇ| uÉWûÏÇ 
MÑüÇuÉÉUÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL MüvqÉÏUÏ sÉÄQûÌMürÉÉåÇ Måü xÉmÉlÉå ÌSZÉÉrÉå aÉrÉå 
AÉæU AmÉlÉå cÉWåûiÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏrÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉå MüvqÉÏU qÉåÇ eÉqÉÏlÉ ÌSsÉuÉÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL eÉqqÉÔ-MüvqÉÏU MüÐ eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ lÉÉMåüoÉÇSÏ MüU ÌoÉlÉÉ 
ExÉå ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ qÉåÇ ÍsÉrÉå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü AlÉÑcNåûS 370 AÉæU 
kÉÉUÉ 35L MüÉå ÌuÉsÉÉåÌmÉiÉ MüU xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ AsÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü 
M×üirÉ MüU LMü AÉæU lÉD cÉÉåOû Så SÏ aÉD Wæû| AÉxÉÉqÉ Måü 
eÉæxÉå mÉÔUå SåvÉ qÉåÇ lÉÉaÉËUMüiÉÉ UÎeÉxOûU oÉlÉÉMüU bÉÑxÉmÉæÌPûrÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
SåvÉÌlÉMüÉsÉå MüÉ ÌRûÇRûÉåUÉ mÉÏOûlÉÉ vÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| mÉëcÉÉËUiÉ 
bÉÑxÉmÉæÌPûrÉå MüÉælÉ WûÉåÇaÉå MüÐ oÉiÉÉD aÉD mÉËUpÉÉwÉÉ qÉåÇ ApÉÏ iÉÉå 
MåüuÉsÉ qÉÑÎxsÉqÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉåU CvÉÉUÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| AÉaÉå? rÉWû 
MüWûÉÇ iÉMü eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ, rÉWû AÉU.LxÉ.LxÉ. Måü aÉÑÃAÉåÇ MüÐ ÍsÉZÉÏ 
ÌMüiÉÉoÉÉåÇ xÉå pÉsÉÏpÉÉÇÌiÉ eÉÉlÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ ApÉÏ 
iÉÉå AxÉqÉ qÉåÇ UÎeÉxOûU xÉå oÉÉWûU UWû aÉrÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÌWûlSÒAÉåÇ 
MüÐ pÉÉUÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ xÉå pÉÉeÉmÉÉ MüÐ UÉerÉ qÉåÇ xÉqÉjÉïMü mÉÉOûÏï WûÏ 
lÉÉUÉeÉ WûÉå aÉD Wæû AÉæU ÌTüU xÉqÉÏ¤ÉÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû|

qÉÉåSÏ Wæû iÉÉå qÉÑqÉMüÐlÉ Wæû, MüÉ lÉÉUÉ lÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü pÉÉuÉ 
qÉåÇ AÉeÉ AÉqÉeÉlÉ Måü aÉsÉå qÉåÇ EiÉU UWûÉ Wæû| YrÉÉ MüÉUhÉ Wæû 
ÌMü lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ MüÐ mÉWûsÉÏ xÉUMüÉU Måü xÉqÉrÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÐ 
U¤ÉÉjÉï qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ qÉåÇ AÉMüU AmÉlÉÏ oÉÉiÉ MüWûlÉå MüÉå qÉeÉoÉÔU WÒûL 
xÉuÉÉåïccÉ lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ Måü 4 qÉÉlÉlÉÏrÉ lrÉÉrÉÉkÉÏvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ AoÉ AMåüsÉå 
oÉcÉå qÉÑZrÉ lrÉÉrÉÉkÉÏvÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÏrÉ UÇeÉlÉ aÉaÉÉåD pÉÏ ElÉ mÉU sÉaÉå 
oÉsÉÉiMüÉU Måü AÉUÉåmÉ Måü oÉÉS xÉå lrÉÉrÉ AÉæU sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÐ 
U¤ÉÉjÉï iÉÄQûTü eÉÉå MÑüNû ÌSlÉ mÉWûsÉå iÉMü ElÉqÉåÇ ÌSZÉÉD SåiÉÏ 
jÉÏ, MüqÉiÉU WûÉålÉå Måü AWûxÉÉxÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉÉTüaÉÉåD Måü ElÉMåü 
xÉÉWûxÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ MüWûÏÇ lÉ MüWûÏÇ MüqÉeÉÉåUÏ MüÉ xÉÇMåüiÉ Så UWûÏ Wæû 
uÉUlÉÉ MüvqÉÏU Måü WûÉsÉÉiÉ Måü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ sÉaÉÏ AlÉåMü eÉlÉÌWûiÉ 
rÉÉÍcÉMüÉAÉåÇ mÉU EccÉ lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ xÉå ËUmÉÉåOïû iÉsÉoÉ MüUlÉå Måü 
xÉÉjÉ rÉWû ÌOûmmÉhÉÏ MüUlÉå MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ YrÉÉåÇMüU mÉÄQû aÉD ÌMü 
eÉÃUiÉ mÉÄQûÏ iÉÉå uÉå ZÉÑS WûÉDMüÉåOïû eÉÉMüU eÉqqÉÔ-MüvqÉÏU MüÐ 
ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉ eÉÉrÉeÉÉ sÉåÇaÉå rÉÌS ÎxjÉÌiÉ AsÉaÉ WÒûD rÉÉÍcÉMüÉMüiÉÉï 
xÉqÉfÉ sÉåÇ ÌMü ElÉMåü xÉÉjÉ YrÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ? ElÉMüÉ ÌlÉvÉÉlÉÉ xÉoÉsÉ 
xÉUMüÉU mÉU lÉ WûÉåMüU MüqÉeÉÉåU rÉÉÍcÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU YrÉÉåÇ Wæû? 

YrÉÉ rÉWû mÉËUÎxjÉÌiÉeÉlrÉ WûÉsÉÉiÉ xÉå AÉÇZÉåÇ TæüUlÉå eÉæxÉÉ 
lÉWûÏ Wæû? AlÉÑcNåûS 370 MüÉå ÌuÉsÉÉåÌmÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü 2 qÉWûÏlÉå WûÉålÉå 
MüÉå AÉrÉå| eÉæxÉÉ xÉUMüÉU mÉëcÉÉËUiÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû ÌMü uÉWûÉÇ WûÉsÉÉiÉ 
xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ WæûÇ, iÉÉå uÉWûÉÇ ApÉÏ iÉMü CÇOûUlÉåOû oÉÇS YrÉÉåÇ Wæû? ZÉÑsÉå 
xMÔüsÉ-MüÊsÉåeÉ qÉåÇ NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ MüÐ EmÉÎxjÉÌiÉ YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ? YrÉÉåÇMüU 
ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå WûÉsÉÉiÉ MüÉ eÉÉrÉeÉÉ sÉålÉå Måü ÍsÉL MüvqÉÏU 
MüÉ SÉæUÉ MüUlÉå lÉWûÏÇ ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû? YrÉÉåÇMüU UÉWÒûsÉ aÉÉÇkÉÏ, 
MüÊqÉUåQû xÉÏiÉÉUÉqÉ rÉåcÉÔUÏ AÉæU AlrÉ ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ lÉåiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå SÉå 
oÉÉU ´ÉÏlÉaÉU WûuÉÉD AQèQåû xÉå WûÏ sÉÉæOûÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ? YrÉÉåÇMüU 
MüÊqÉUåQû xÉÏiÉÉUÉqÉ rÉåcÉÑUÏ MüÉå iÉÏxÉUÏ oÉÉU xÉuÉÉåïccÉ lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ 
MüÐ SZÉsÉ mÉU pÉÏ lÉeÉUoÉÇS oÉÏqÉÉU qÉeÉSÕU lÉåiÉÉ ÌuÉkÉÉrÉMü 
rÉÑxÉÑTü iÉÉUaÉÉqÉÏ xÉå qÉÉ§É oÉÏqÉÉUÏ MüÐ WûÉsÉiÉ eÉÉlÉlÉå MüÐ vÉiÉï 
sÉaÉÉMüU ÍqÉsÉlÉå iÉÉå ÌSrÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ mÉUliÉÑ AlrÉ ÌMüxÉÏ xÉå 

lÉ ÍqÉsÉlÉå AÉæU xÉpÉÉ MüUlÉå xÉå mÉëÌiÉoÉÇÍkÉiÉ YrÉÉåÇ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ? 
aÉÑsÉÉqÉ lÉoÉÏ AÉeÉÉS eÉÉå uÉWûÏÇ Måü oÉÉÍvÉÇSå WæûÇ, YrÉÉåÇMüU ElÉMüÉå 
AmÉlÉå mÉËUuÉÉU xÉå ÍqÉsÉlÉå lÉWûÏÇ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ? ÌuÉmÉ¤ÉÏ lÉåiÉÉ AoÉ 
iÉMü lÉeÉUoÉÇS YrÉÉåÇ Wæû? MüÉqÉ-kÉlkÉåÇ xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ AoÉ 
iÉMü YrÉÉåÇMüU lÉWûÏÇ AÉ mÉÉrÉå WæûÇ?

SÕxÉUÏ AÉåU qÉÉåSÏ-2 xÉUMüÉU lÉÉaÉËUMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉå 
NûÏlÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL lÉrÉå MüÉlÉÔlÉÏ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ MüU cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| uÉWû 
xÉÌSrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ xÉå WûÉÍxÉsÉ qÉåWûlÉiÉMüvÉÉåÇ Måü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ 
MüÉå AmÉlÉå mÉÇeÉÏrÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ ÎZÉSqÉiÉ qÉåÇ lÉåxiÉlÉÉoÉÔiÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ 
eÉÉåUvÉÉåU xÉå sÉaÉÏ Wæû| uÉWû ÌuÉkÉårÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå oÉÑsÉåOû OåûªlÉ MüÐ aÉÌiÉ 
xÉå xÉÇxÉS qÉåÇ ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌuÉcÉÉU ÌuÉqÉvÉï AÉæU xÉÇxÉSÏrÉ xÉÍqÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü 
²ÉUÉ eÉÉÇcÉå mÉUZÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ WûÄQûoÉÄQûÉWûOû qÉåÇ mÉÉËUiÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ eÉÑOûÏ 
UWûÏ Wæû| sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ iÉMü ExÉMåü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ eÉÉlÉMüÉUÏ mÉWÒûÇcÉå AÉæU uÉå 
ExÉMåü ÎZÉsÉÉTü sÉÉqÉoÉÇS WûÉå ExÉxÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏ ElWåûÇ `ÌTüU lÉÉ 
ÍqÉsÉåaÉÉ qÉÉæMüÉ SÒoÉÉUÉ' MüÐ xÉÉåcÉ MüÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå UZÉiÉå WÒûL mÉÉËUiÉ 
MüUuÉÉ ÍsÉrÉå eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ iÉÉå oÉÉiÉ WûÏ NûÉåÌÄQûrÉå, 
xÉÉÇxÉSÉåÇ iÉMü MüÉå xÉÇvÉÉåÍkÉiÉ ÌuÉkÉårÉMüÉåÇ Måü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ mÉÄRûlÉå AÉæU 
eÉÉlÉlÉå-xÉqÉfÉlÉå MüÉ qÉÉæMüÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| SåU 
UÉiÉ iÉMü xÉÇxÉS cÉsÉÉD eÉÉMüU ÌmÉNûsÉå oÉeÉOû xÉ§É qÉåÇ MüD 
ÌuÉkÉårÉMü mÉÉËUiÉ MüUuÉÉ ÍsÉrÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| UÉerÉxÉpÉÉ qÉåÇ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ 
lÉ WûÉålÉå mÉU pÉÏ ExÉlÉå rÉålÉMåülÉ mÉëMüÉUåhÉ mÉëoÉlkÉ MüU uÉWûÉÇ pÉÏ 
ÌoÉsÉ mÉÉËUiÉ MüUuÉÉ ÍsÉrÉå WæûÇ| 

CxÉ oÉeÉOû xÉ§É qÉå 37 ÌoÉsÉ mÉåvÉ ÌMürÉå aÉrÉå jÉå| ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ 
xÉå sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ qÉåÇ AoÉ iÉMü 30 ÌoÉsÉ mÉÉËUiÉ MüUuÉÉ ÍsÉrÉå 
aÉrÉå WæûÇ| eÉoÉÌMü UÉerÉxÉpÉÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ xÉUMüÉU 26 ÌoÉsÉ mÉÉËUiÉ 
MüUuÉÉ cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| uÉwÉï 2005 qÉåÇ AÉrÉÉ xÉÔcÉlÉÉ MüÉ AÍkÉMüÉU 
ÌoÉsÉ xÉÇvÉÉåÍkÉiÉ WûÉå, AmÉlÉÉ AxÉU ZÉÉålÉå MüÉå Wæû| AÉiÉÇMüuÉÉS 
ÌlÉUÉåkÉÏ MüÉlÉÔlÉ qÉåÇ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ mÉÉËUiÉ MüUuÉÉMüU ÌMüxÉÏ MüÉå pÉÏ 
AÉiÉÇMüÐ bÉÉåÌwÉiÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ vÉÌ£ü mÉÑÍsÉxÉ mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉå Så SÏ 
aÉD Wæû| LåxÉÏ WûÏ ÌMüxÉÏ MüÐ, MüpÉÏ pÉÏ, eÉÉÇcÉmÉUZÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ 
vÉÌ£ü LlÉ.AÉD.L. LYOû qÉåÇ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ Måü eÉËUrÉå Så SÏ aÉD Wæû| 
lÉåvÉlÉsÉ qÉåÌQûMüsÉ MüqÉÏvÉlÉ ÌoÉsÉ mÉÉËUiÉ MüU AÉD.LqÉ.xÉÏ. 
LYOû 1956 MüÉå ZÉiqÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉMåü 25 xÉSxrÉÏ 
oÉÉåQïû qÉåÇ 20 xÉUMüÉU xÉå lÉÉÍqÉiÉ iÉÉå 5 cÉÑlÉå WÒûL xÉSxrÉ WûÉåaÉå| 
CxÉMüÐ kÉÉUÉ 32 qÉåÇ aÉæU qÉåÌQûMüsÉ urÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ MüqrÉÑÌlÉOûÏ 
WåûsjÉ mÉëÉåuÉÉQûxÉï qÉåÇ eÉÉåÄQûMüU sÉÉCxÉåÇxÉ SålÉå Måü mÉëÉuÉkÉÉlÉ pÉÏ 
WæûÇ| CxÉMåü AÌiÉUÌ£ü ÌlÉrÉÉå£üÉAÉåÇ Måü ÌWûiÉ qÉåÇ oÉSsÉÉuÉ MüUMåü 
44 ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÉå 4 xÉÇÌWûiÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉåvÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ 
Wæû| ClÉxÉå xÉÇoÉÍkÉiÉ 2 ÌoÉsÉ mÉëxiÉÑiÉ ÌMürÉå aÉrÉå ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ LMü 
mÉÉËUiÉ WûÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû|

xÉÇbÉ-pÉÉeÉmÉÉ qÉÇQûsÉÏ MüÉ LeÉålQûÉ Wæû ÌMü ClÉ AÉiqÉbÉÉiÉÏ 
AÉæU lÉÉxÉÔUÏ M×üirÉÉåÇ mÉU xÉuÉÉsÉ EPûÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉWûsÉå QûUÉAÉå, 
ÌTüU SÉqÉ sÉaÉÉAÉå, iÉoÉ pÉÏ oÉÉiÉ lÉ oÉlÉå iÉÉå xÉsOûÉAÉå AÉæU 
lÉÉMüÉÍqÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL mÉÔuÉï xÉUMüÉU MüÉå aÉËUrÉÉAÉå| qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ 
ÎeÉxÉMüÉ MüÉqÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ lÉÉMüÉÍqÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå CÇÌaÉiÉ MüUlÉÉ Wæû, 
MüÉå xÉÉkÉÉå AÉæU xÉuÉÉsÉ EPûÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ UÉ·ípÉÌ£ü mÉU xÉuÉÉsÉ 
EPûÉAÉå| oÉåvÉqÉÏï xÉå oÉÉU-oÉÉU SÉåWûUÉAÉå-YrÉÉ mÉWûsÉå oÉsÉÉiMüÉU 
lÉWûÏÇ WÒûL?, qÉÊoÉsÉÏÇÍcÉaÉ lÉWûÏÇ WÒûD? uÉå MüÉlÉÔlÉ MüÉå WûÉjÉ qÉåÇ 
sÉålÉåuÉÉsÉå AmÉlÉå xÉÇbÉÏ ÌaÉUÉåWûÉåÇ MüÉå eÉoÉ iÉoÉ xÉÉTü xÉÇSåvÉ SåiÉå 
UWûiÉå Wæû ÌMü ElÉMåü ÌWûlSÒiuÉ LeÉålQåû qÉåÇ UÉåÄQûÉ oÉlÉ UWåû xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ 
AÉæU WûMü Måü ÍsÉL sÉÄQûlÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉuÉÉeÉ SoÉÉAÉå| xÉcÉ MüÉå 
xÉÉqÉlÉå sÉÉlÉåuÉÉsÉå MüÉå ÌMülÉÉUå sÉaÉÉAÉå| CÌiÉWûÉxÉ aÉuÉÉWû Wæû ÌMü 
xÉirÉ MüÉå MüpÉÏ WûqÉåvÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL lÉWûÏÇ SoÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüÉ, lrÉÉrÉ 
mÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ lÉå AÉÎZÉUÏ SqÉ iÉMü xÉÇbÉwÉï ÌMürÉÉ Wæû 
AÉæU ÌuÉeÉrÉ mÉÉD Wæû|
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“History is a river that never ends”

Recently I read “River of Fire” a historic 
novel by Padmabhushan and Jnanapith 
Awardee Qurratulain Hyder. The novel deals 
with the history of India in different periods. 
It does not have a chronological order in 
narration. It skip over the incidents, yet gives 
a very clear picture of the transformation 
that took place during pre-British and British 
regime. A critique stated “Her novel presents 
man not in a ‘moment’ of history but man 
in history. Hyder traces the journey of man 
to understand his world.”  This statement 
is very much apt to describe “Talking about 
Times past”. It is a memoir of our beloved and 
respectful leader, Com.Chandrasekhar Bose, 
the Founding Member of AIIEA.  Com.Bose 
a committed Marxian has set his life in the 
application of philosophy to the upliftment 
of the working class throughtout his work in 
trade union. Com. Amanulla khan has referred 
this memoir as “a story of great courage and 
commitment”, which is a perfect narration of 
the whole book. It was written in Bengali by 
Com. C.Bose translated to English by Com.
Aniruddha Maitra. (son of our beloved leader 

Com.Sunil Maitra). His memoir describes 
the happenings mostly in kolkata. This was 
natural as the initial formative struggles of the 
trade union were taking place there and he was 
an important actor in the whole process.  Com. 
C.Bose in the preface to the English edition 
expresses some concern that readers may get 
misled and try to rate low the contribution of 
members of other centres. But how could  one 
not understanding the whole situation in the 
right sense. 

He narrates his life starting from childhood 
till his retirement, a long journey where at 
no moment of time com.C.Bose is identified 
alone without organisational activities. In his 
preface to the first Bangla edition Com.C.Bose 
has expressed how the idea of this book was 
formed. The astonishing fact is that he wrote 
that at a age of 93. It is his magnanimity that 
the proceeds of this book would go to the fund 
of “Prabir Roy Memorial Fund” run by the 
Howrah Divisional Unit.

Emergence of a leader
We travel with the childhood of Com.C.Bose 

who was very weak and pampered by Mom 
who later emerged as a leader who travelled 

BOOK REVIEW

B Ranjani, Madurai

In his preface to the Bangla edition, Com.Chandrasekhar Bose has 
quoted the lines of Tagore : “When my footprints are no longer there/
let me not be remembered”. I say it from my heart, Dear Comrade, 
you will be remembered in every struggle of AIIEA by all of us.
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every nook and corner of the nation to build 
the organisation. When he was in class X, he 
got a flag of student federation from the excess 
fund left after organising saraswathi puja in 
school. There starts his bondage with the red 
flag. He had the opportunity to interact with 
veteran communist leaders in his young age 
which moulded him as a committed cadre. He 
was the witness to the impact of world war II 
in kolkata and the communal riots which took 
place before and after Indian independence. 
He served as a volunteer for kisaan sabha. He 
entered Hindustan Insurance in 1943 with 
parallel part time studies. He is very much 
transparent in narrating his conditions of 
the family which functioned with all feudal, 
patriarchal values. I view the same as the 
matured attitude of Com.C.Bose, as a leader 
to approach his own life critically without any 
inhibition. A leader is not created but emerges.

Foundation of a mammoth organisation
During his service in Hindustan Insurance, 

Com.C.Bose was emerging as a leader  who cares 
for fellow employees and plan systematically 
how to approach the issues. It is amazing 
to know that after the formation of AIIEA in 
1951, the main demand was Nationalisation 
of Insurance companies. How could a trade 
union be  such a visionary right from day one. 
In Oriyan version of the Mahabharatha written 
by poet Sarala Dasa, there is a narration of a 
beast Navagunjara. It has the head of a rooster 
and stands on three feet, those of an elephant, 
tiger and deer or horse. The fourth limb is a 
raised human arm carrying a lotus or a wheel. 
The beast has the neck of a peacock, the back 
or hump of a bull and the waist of a lion. The 
tail is a serpent. It is  a imaginary one but 
while reading about  the insurance companies 
that existed and their working conditions, the 
image of the navagunjara came to my mind. 
It is not a simple task, to unite employees of 
different companies to form a tradeunion. With 
very different features, they have been united 
to form the organisation.

Some inevitable glimpses

My attempt is not to reproduce the content 
of the book. But as a member of this mammoth 
organisation, I feel that it is my duty to highlight 
some glimpses which are inevitable for every 
member to know. In 1952, com.C.Bose was 
retrenched because he gave evidence against 
the management in the tribunal. After a long 
struggle, he got back his job. Union had given 
an assistance of Rs.200 p.m. for two months. 

When he got back his job, he got arrear salary 
for two months also. Immediately, he paid 
back the amount of Rs.400.  This is a lesson 
for us to follow, how ethical a person should 
be in every step of the life. To fight against the 
injustice in the workplace, he has risked his 
job and before entering the venture he has 
informed his mother about that. What a lady 
she was! She expressed with courage that 
she could do cooking and earn for household 
expenses and her son need not be hesitant 
to fight against injustice. Even after that, she 
stood with courage as Com. Bose should not 
tender apology for getting back the job. 

Once there was retrenchment of 55 
employees in Metropolitan Insurance company.  
They were arrested. To take them on bail, 
a huge amount of 60,000 was required. 
Otherwise, a person with own house in kolkata 
could be a bailee. Bank employee’s leader Jatin 
Bhattacharya’s  widowed mother who owned 
a three storied house extended her hand. She 
entered into this trouble for the fraternity and 
really it is commendable.

Evolutionary process

After the formation of LIC in 1956, we have 
secured a better living and working standard. 
Uniform Pay structure,  clean and neat working 
environment, work culture with dignity, 
Medical benefits, Compassion appointment, 
Improvement in promotion policy, Housing 
loan, Pension  and the list is endless. If we 
look back at this moment, it is the tiresome 
effort of our leaders who build our organisation 
with commitment, who spent their whole time 
thinking for the upliftment of the insurance 
employees. After reading the book, one would 
have a feel of having a conversation with Com.
Bose on the banks of River Howrah. The efforts 
of the translator Com.Aniruddha Maitra needs 
appreciation, without which we would not be 
able to know the life and struggles of Com Bose 
which is intricately linked to the struggles and 
advancement of the insurance employees. His 
language is so simple and  very near to heart.

In his preface to the Bangla edition, Com.
Chandrasekhar Bose has quoted the lines of 
Tagore 

“When my footprints are no longer there/
let me not be remembered”.

I say it from my heart, Dear Comrade, you 
will be remembered in every struggle of AIIEA 

by all of us.
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34thGeneral ConferenCe of SZIef  

eduCatIve SeSSIonS – enrIChInG debate – endurInG ConferenCe

The 34th General Conference of South Zone 
Insurance Employees’ Federation concluded 

at Thrissur on 26.08.2019 with a clarion call 
to strengthen the organization and protect the 
industry. The three day conference also called 
upon the employees to unite beyond divisive 
identities, join hands with other sections of 
workers and fight against neo- liberal economic 
agenda and communalism. The steadfastness 
of the comrades in conducting this conference 
despite heavy rains at Kerala paved way for its 
resounding success.

OPEN SESSION

The conference began with unfurling 
the flag of AIIEA by Com.M.Kunhikrishnan, 
President, SZIEF and by offering tributes to the 
Martyrs. The open session of the conference 
commenced with a choir song by Thrissur 
division comrades.  Around 800 comrades 
from all divisions of South zone took part in 
the inaugural session.

The session was presided over by 
Com.M.Kunhikrishnan, President, SZIEF, 
and Com.K.Radhakrishnan Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, Former Speaker of the 
Kerala Legislative Assembly and President 
of Dalit Soshan Mukti Manch delivered the 
Welcome address. The Inaugural address was 
delivered by Prof.C.Ravindranath, Hon’ble 
Minister of Education, Government of Kerala. 
He spoke in depth the global financial crisis 
prevailing today due to the pursuance of the 

neo liberal policies which has widened the gap 
between the haves and the haves not. He also 
quoted Kerala as an example in nurturing the 
Public sectors in health and education.

Com.Amanulla Khan, President, AIIEA 
delivered the key note address. He spoke 
about the deep economic, socio and cultural 
crisis prevailing in this country. He also spoke 
about the abrogation of Article 370 which has 
undermined the essence of democracy and 
gave a call to focus on the struggles that uphold 
unity in diversity. Com.V.Ramesh, General 
Secretary, AIIEA, spoke in detail about the neo-
liberal character of the present government. 
He also stressed the need to remain united 
to confront the challenges in our industry 
and in securing our benefits. Com.M.Girija, 
Joint Secretary, AIIEA greeted the Conference.  
Leaders of fraternal trade unions, Comrades 
K.K.Ramachandran (CITU), V.Sreekumar, 
State President, Confederation of Central 
Govt. Employees, P.S.Raghunathan (FESTO), 
C.Geetha (LIC CL-I Officers Federation), 
C.R.Rajan (NFIFWI) and  P.R.Sasi (GIEA-SZ) 
greeted the conference.

A cheque for Rs.10 lakhs towards flood 
relief measures in Kerala was handed over to 
the Education Minister Prof.C.Ravindranath 
and a cheque for Rs.2 lakhs towards flood 
relief measures in Nilgiris district of Tamil 
Nadu was handed over to ICEU, Coimbatore 
Division.  The Open session concluded with 
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Vote of thanks by Com T.Senthil Kumar, 
General Secretary, SZIEF followed by the 
enthralling performance of Thrissur Division 
Comrades, a Cultural programme, by way of 
choir, skit and dance.

DELEGATES’ SESSION
In the delegate session Com.T.Senthil 

Kumar, General Secretary, SZIEF, presented 
a comprehensive report on behalf of the 
Working Committee. Com.P.P.Krishnan, 
Joint Secretary, SZIEF initiated the debate. 
48 delegates including 13 women took part 
in the discussions. The quality of the debate 
was of high standard and it comprised of 
discussions on the socio economic, political 
situation prevailing in the country and also 
the issues relating to our industry. 

Com.Shreekant Misra, Joint Secretary, 
AIIEA spoke about how fascism has destroyed 
the naturalism and socialism all over the 
world and created a conspiracy to make the 
unreal,  real. Com.K.Venugopal Rao, President, 
SCZIEF, spoke about the attacks unleashed 
by the NDA government on the minorities and 
attacks on the working class and also the slow 
down in the economy.

Com.V.Ramesh, General Secretary, AIIEA, 
in his address to the delegates, elaborated the 
relentless struggle led by AIIEA on the issue of 
Final option for Pension. He also spoke about 
the Joint Forum formed by AIIEA to fight 
against the anti people policies. He assured 
the house that recruitment process will take 
place before March 2020.

Com.Amanulla Khan, President, AIIEA 
intervened in the delegate session and spoke 
in detail about the art and culture which can 
never be apolitical and it has to depict the living 
experiences of the people. He also spoke on 
the threats to democracy and the Constitution 
and issues related to the insurance industry 
and appealed to the house to carry forward the 
struggles for socio and economic emancipation 
with confidence.

Com.K.Natarajan, Vice President, AIIPA, 
Com.S.S.Potti, Former President, SZIEF, 
Com.R.D.Dharanipathy, Former General 
Secretary, SZIEF, greeted the conference. 
Com.C.Ravindranathan (Former President, 
SZIEF) was present throughout the Conference,

Com.R.K.Gopinath, Treasurer, SZIEF, 
presented the statement of accounts which 
was unanimously adopted by the house. The 
conference adopted 26 resolutions on various 
important issues. The discussions were 
summed up by Com.T.Senthil Kumar, General 
Secretary, SZIEF.

EDUCATIVE SPECIAL SESSIONS

Special address by Com.Kiran Moghe 
(On Gender Issues) and Dr.K.N.Ganesh (on 
Communalism) gave thought provoking inputs 
to the Delegates and Observers.

Com.Kiran Moghe, Secretary, AIDWA, 
spoke about the problems faced by women 
in the unorganized sector. She also spoke 
about the unemployment crisis, lesser women 
in employment in India when compared to 
other countries, domestic violence against 
women and placed an appeal to bring broader 
solidarity in all work places. In her inspiring 
speech Com.Kiran Moghe, Secretary AIDWA 
reminded us that the LIC Employees are one 
of the most privileged sections of society, being 
part of the organized sector. The privileges 
they enjoy are not available to the majority. 
The crisis in the economy is seriously affecting 
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women employment and their economic 
empowerment. When the constitutional values 
that protect women are attacked, women have 
to go beyond their socio cultural identities 
and join together. She emphasized the need 
for democratization of family and sharing of 
works at home.

Dr.Ganesh, an eminent Historian gave a 
detailed account of our past history, of how 
people of all religions co-existed with harmony 
in the sub continent till 19th century and how 
the seeds of communalism were sown. He 
elaborated on the Multi cultural, Multi lingual 
and Multi religious society prevailing in India 
and told that till the end of 19th century, there 
were no instances of any divisive attempts 
by the divisive forces.  Today religion itself 
is transformed into a political agenda and 
history is rewritten in favour of the so called 
Hindutva ideology. He dealt in detail the 
historical background behind Article 370 and 
the imminent threat in its scrapping to the 
existence of federalism and secular democratic 
India.

DECISIONS

The Conference decided to continue our 
campaign to protect public sector undertakings 
including LIC and Public sector General 
Insurance companies. It has decided to 
strengthen further our Organization to take 
on the challenges.

Campaign against GST 

on Insurance Premiums

The conference has decided to seek the 
support of prominent personalities, People’s 
representatives and intellectuals on our 
demand for withdrawal of GST on Insurance 
Premiums and request them to take up with 
the GST council members of the respective 
states in writing. Each Division to collect at 
least a minimum of 1000 letters addressed 
to GST council members marking copies 

to us which may be consolidated at 
our end.
Campaign against dismantling of  
Public Sector Undertakings

Division level Conventions 
cu lm ina t ing  i n  S ta t e  l e v e l 
Conventions jointly with other Trade 
Unions in financial sectors.

On Business Front

Plan act iv i t i es  to  reduce 
surrender, increase persistency and 
mobilize Renewal Premium and to 
promote recycling.

Trade Union Classes
Divisional Level TU Class for women 

comrades exclusively before 31.01.2020
Other decisions
· Activise People for India (PFI) Forums.
· Observe Gandhi Jayanthi, October 2 as 

Communal Harmony Day.
· Observe November 25, International Day 

against Atrocities on Women.
The Conference unanimously elected 

Comrades P.P.Krishnan, T.Senthil Kumar 
and S.Sivasubramanian as President, General 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively. The 
Conference came to an end with vote of thanks 
by Com S.Sivasubramanian.

HATS OFF TO THRISSUR

In spite of the inclement weather and 
heavy odds, the dedication and the solemn 
contribution of the Volunteers of Thrissur 
is commendable and appreciable. The 
coordination done by the Divisional Union 
team is nothing but excellent. Though it is the 
youngest Division of South Zone, it is with all 
maturity the Conference was organized.

The performance of Cultural Troupe by 
name VIOLET (Versatile and Innovative Organ 
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of LIC Employees’ Talents) captured the minds 
of the Audience. 

Though it is little bit costly, the Conference 
adopted a Green Protocol by avoiding plastic 
disposables and such sensitivity to the 
environment protection has been appreciated 
by the participants.

The success of the 34th General Conference 
has made our organization more stronger. The 
discussions in the conference have ideologically 
enriched us. The analysis and understanding 
of the situations have added more vigour to 
our confidence and enthusiasm.

The 12th Conference of Bhubaneswar Division 
Life Insurance Employees’ Association was 

held at Nimapara on 24-25 August 2019. 
Com. C.M. Haibru, President hoisted the 
union flag and presided over the meeting. 
The conference was inaugurated by Com. 
Dharmaraj Mohapatra, General Secretary, 
CZIEA. He explained in detail the present 
political situation in India. He said that, 
India has lost its soul in the Parliamentary 
Election in which BJP was voted back to 
power with increased strength. He expressed 
his apprehension about the policies of the 
Modi Govt. in the matter of issues that affects 
the working class. Dilution of Labour Laws 
as desired by the Corporates and scale down 
of shares owned by the Government in PSUs 
are two important initiatives taken by the 
government. Bank-Insurance is another area 
where government wants to hike FDI and list 
LIC shares in the stock market to turn this 
great institution into a limited company. He 
further clarified that the setback working class 
received in the recent elections was temporary 
in nature. We would come back with renewed 
vigor. We therefore, have to be vigilant to 
protect our hard earned rights, he cautioned. 

 Com. Trinath Dora, Joint Secretary, 
ECZIEA, said the conference was held in 
the jubilation over the victory of AIIEA in 
achieving the final option for pension. AIIEA 
has been striving hard for the resolution of 
the pending demands of the employees. AIIEA 
is working relentlessly for developing the 
broader unity among all classes of employees 

and officers in LIC on the issues of wage 
revision, pension updation, recruitment and 
safe guarding the industry. Among others who 
greeted the conference were Sri Kalingasen 
Rath, Manager (P&IR), Sri TBC Rao, Branch 
Manger, Nimapara, Com. Ashish Kumar 
Mohapatra, Organising Secretary, SDLIEA, 
Com. Santosh Kumar Rath, General Secretary, 
BDIEA, Com. Hrudananda Nanda, President, 
AOLICPA and Com. Bamadeb Mishra, Jt. Secy, 
OSGIEA. Com. Rupanarayan Sahu, Organising 
Secretary, BDLIEA, gave vote of thanks in the 
open session.

 In the afternoon a rally was taken on the 
main road of Nimapara, participated by around 
200 comrades including 40 lady comrades 
raising slogans, on the issues confronting the 
common man. The delegate session was started 
in the evening of 24th August with presentation 
of Annual Report by General Secretary and 
audited accounts by the Treasurer. Initiating 
the discussion Com. Rupanarayan Sahu, 
Organising Secretary, asserted the national 
issues specially attacks on public sector, 
attacks on democratic values and democratic 
institutions including the constitution of 
India and dangers of fundamentalism and 
narrow nationalism. As many as 12 comrades 
participated in the discussion. The conference 
unanimously adopted the report and 17 
resolutions. The conference finally gave a 
clarion call to the members to be prepared 
for struggles to protect the industry in public 
sector and achieve a decent wage revision. The 
conference also called upon the leaders and 

cadres for ideological reorientation 
through seminar and trade union 
classes. 

The house unanimously elected 
Com. C.M. Haibru, Com. B.B. 
Nayak and Com. A.K. Mohanty 
as President, General Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively for the 

ensuing term. 

12th  CONFERENCE OF BHUBANESWAR DIV.LIEA
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same day at 3.00 pm.  Com. K. Manoharan, 
President, presided over the session.  The 
delegates were organized into 5 groups & 
each group after a detailed discussion at 
their end, made presentations regarding the 
current scenario in the insurance industry, 
the challenges faced by our organization & the 
means to overcome them.  About 22 comrades 
participated in the debate, of which 7 were 
women.  

Com. E. Muthukumar, CITU was the 
Guest Speaker at the Delegates Session.  He 
spoke about the struggles of workers in Multi 
National Corporate Companies, how they are 
denied even their basic right to form a Trade 
Union to fight for their rights.  Prof. Kalpana 
Karunakaran, IIT, spoke about the dangers of 
implementing the new Education Policy.  She 
pointed out that if the New Education Policy 
comes into force, higher education would 
become the exclusive privilege of the rich & 
upper class. She called upon all progressive 
sections to fight against its implementation.  
Com. T. Senthil Kumar, General Secretary, 
Com. K. Swaminathan, Vice President, Com. 
N. Sivasubramanian, Vice President, SZIEF, 
greeted the Conference.

Com. M. Dhanaselvam, General Secretary, 
summed up the debate. The Conference 
decided on a series of programs to strengthen 
the organization and campaign for the 
protection of our institution. The Conference 
unanimously approved the Report and 
Statements of accounts.

The Conference unanimously elected 
a new team of office-bearers with Coms. 
K.Manoharan, M.Dhanaselvan and R.Sinduja 
as President, General Secretary and Treasurer 
respectively for the ensuing term.

The 26th General Conference 
of ICEU Chennai II was held 

on 10th & 11th August 2019, at 
Tondiarpet, the new premises 
o f  T i ruvot t r iyur  Branch 
Office, with great fervour & 
enthusiasm.    The inaugural 
session began amidst loud 
sloganeering with the AIIEA flag 
hoisting by our Vice President 
Com. T.V. Kumaramohan.

The Session began with 
a musical  per formed by 
comrades of Tiruvottriyur, Royapuram & 
Ambattur Branch units, which was widely 
enjoyed & appreciated by the audience. Com. 
K. Manoharan, President, presided over the 
Session. Com. M.K. Nandagopalu, Secretary, 
Tiruvottriyur Branch Unit, welcomed the 
gathering.

Com. N. Muthunilavan, State Vice President 
of Tamil Nadu Progressive Writers & Artist 
Association, was the Chief Guest.  In his 
Inaugural address, Com.N.Muthunilavan, was 
full of praise for the tireless campaign by AIIEA 
against privatization of the Insurance Sector.  
He warned the audience about the forthcoming 
danger to the society on implementation 
of the New Education Policy of the Central 
Government & called upon the audience to 
fight tooth & nail to oppose this policy.

Com. T. Senthil Kumar, General Secretary, 
SZIEF, highlighted the various benefits won by 
us despite the grave situation the insurance 
industry is facing & urged the employees to 
stay united in all future endeavours.  Com. D. 
Jayaraman, President, ICEU, Chennai Division 
I greeted the gathering.  Competitions to agents 
were held by our Branch Units in connection 
with our General Conference & the successful 
agents were felicitated by our Leaders at the 
Conference.

S e n i o r  C o m r a d e s  S . R a j a p p a , 
D.Devaprakash, S.R. Krishnamurthy, 
R. Rajendran, SZIEF leaders Com. K. 
Swaminathan, S. Sivasubramanian graced 
the occasion.  More than 400 comrades 
participated in the meeting with Great Spirit.  
The session concluded with Vote Of Thanks 
proposed by Com. D. Natarajan, Secretary, 
Royapuram Branch Unit.

The Delegates Session commenced on the 

26TH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF CHENNAI II
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The 18th Combined General Conference 
of ICEU, Hyderabad and Secunderabad 

divisions was held on 24-25, August 2019 in 
the premises of Munnuru Kapu Sangham Hall, 
Pragathi Nagar, Nizamabad. The conference 
was a huge success with the enthusiastic 
participation of over 400 delegates and 
observers (including a large number of women) 
from both the divisions. Fraternal Trade 
Unions viz., CITU, FMRAI, AITUC, BSNL, LIAFI 
graced the conference.  

Over 500 comrades enthusiastically 
participated in an impressive rally taken out on 
this occasion, as a prelude to the conference, 
on 24.08.2019. Later, Com. Rajesh Singh, 
President, ICEU, Secunderabad Division 
hoisted the flag of AIIEA amidst thunderous 
slogans reverberating in the air. Com. N 

Adhish Reddy, General Secretary, ICEU, 
Hyderabad Division gave a brief account of the 
background of the conference and placed the 
report for discussion. 

Com. S Veeraiah, Editor, Nava Telengana 
inaugurated the conference. His thought 
provoking address gave an analytical review 
of the socio, economic and political situation 
prevailing in the country. The abrogation of 
article 370, in the most undemocratic way, 
is aimed to deflect the attention of the people 
from the serious economic slump the country 
is facing. Suppression of freedom of speech, 

indiscriminate use of military and violation 
of democracy has become a policy of the 
government. He called upon the employees to 
be vigilant of the designs of the government 
and be prepared to join struggles to defeat the 
anti-people policies being pursued. 

Com. KVVSN Raju, Vice-President, AIIEA 
informed the house that the Final Option on 
pension was possible only due to the relentless 
efforts of AIIEA and the credit should go to 
AIIEA alone. The struggle, demanding the 
scrapping of NPS and restoration of old pension 
scheme should be strengthened, he said.

Com. Clement Xavier Das, General 

Secretary, SCZIEF pointed out that AIIEA 
firmly believes in ideology of the working 
class whereas the BJP follows the ideology of 
the RSS, which is communal, pro-corporate 
and anti-working class. AIIEA firmly believes 
that the workers are the real wealth creators 
whereas the PM proclaims that the corporates 
are the wealth creators. There is a systematic 
attack on the peoples’ rights. Today, democracy 
itself is under threat and we must work 
assiduously for the protection of the plurality of 
the country, he said. The government is trying 
to divide the people in general, the working 
class in particular, on caste and communal 
lines. The AIIEA is totally opposed to any 
attempt to dismantle LIC of India. He ridiculed 
the splinter groups which are supporting the 
dis-investment proposal, shamelessly. He 
urged upon the employees to take-up policy 
servicing and business campaign activities in 
order to win the public support to our cause 
and strengthen the industry. In the face 
of such adverse situation also AIIEA could 
achieve the historic final pension option and a 
10% increase offer on Wage Revision from the 
management, he highlighted. Strengthening 

18th Combined Conference of 
Hyderabad & Secunderabad
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the unity of all classes of employees and field 
force is the need of the hour and strengthening 
the AIIEA is strengthening the LIC, he stressed. 
AIIEA’s history is full of victories and we shall 
emerge victorious in this fight against listing 
also, he exhorted.

Later, Com. D Pothaiah, Joint Secretary, 
ICEU, Secunderabad Division who is retiring 
on 31.08.2019 was felicitated by the leadership 
of SCZIEF and AIIEA.

Com. KS Raja Sekhar, Asst-Treasurer, 
AIIEA; Com. K Jayateerth, Joint Secretary, 
SCZIEF; Com. Md Mahaboob, Vice-President, 
SCZIEF; Com. P Sujatha, State co-ordinator, 
WWCC (SCZIEF), Telangana;   Com. Radha 
Rani, Convener, WSC, Sec’bad Div; Com. M 
Vijaya Lakshmi, Convener, WSC, Hyd’bad Div 
also addressed the conference. The conference 

decided to organize trade union classes, focus 
on the policyholder and field force servicing 
campaign and to observe the birth anniversary 
of Com. V Sugunakar Rao, on 05.09.2019, 
by organizing a human chain programme in 
support of the industry by involving all the 
employees. 

The conference  e lec ted  Coms.  G 
Thirupathaiah, N Adhish Reddy and L Maddileti 
as the President, General Secretary and 
Treasurer respectively for ICEU, Hyderabad 
Division; Coms. DS Raghu, Rajesh Singh and 
K Madhuri as the President, General Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively for ICEU, Sec’bad 
Division for the ensuing term unanimously. 
Com R Srinivasan, Joint Secretary, ICEU, 
Hyderabad Division proposed the vote of 
thanks. 

The 13th Annual General Conference of  
Kharagpur Division Insurance Employees’ 

Association was organised on 24th of August 
2019. The conference hall 

was named after the veteran leader and 
ex president of Howrah Division Insurance 
Employees Association,  Com Tarak Sikdar.  
75 Delegates and 29 Observers from over 10 
base committees under Kharagpur Division 
attended the Conference. 

Com Ramkrishna Dutta,  vice president 
of Eastern Zone Insurance Employees’  
Association inaugurated the conference. 
Representatives from 12July Committee,  

13TH CONFERENCE  OF KHARGAPUR DIV. IEA
CITU, AILICAO and LIAFI delivered their 
speech in the open session.

More than 15 delegates took part in the 
discussion. They discussed on international,  
national and local issues. Article 370 was 
a major issue in the discussion. The house 
demanded immediate settlement of charter 
of demands and agreed to fight against 
privatisation of public sectors.

The house unanimously elected 11 members 
committee with Com Jiten Bera as President,  
Com Tarun Kanti Biswas as Secretary and Com 
Sudarshan Mandal as Treasurer.
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government), Com Prakash Ray ( BEFI) Com 
Ashis Mohapatra (SDLIEA),Com Santosh Rath 
( BDIEA) Sri Ramesh Sahani (Federation of 
LICI Cass-I Officers Association), Sri Pratap 
Kumar Mohanty (LIAFI) ,Com Nirmala Das- 
(State  government), 

While Com. Managobinda Barik, presided 
the meeting, Com. Abhay Das, General 
Secretary, CDIEA delivered introductory 
speech.  Com Bikramjit Mohanty, Joint 
Secretary of CDIEA proposed vote of thanks. 
Before the start of meeting a beautiful chorus 
was song by a group of comrades. The 
remarkable point is despite inclement weather 
and Janmastami, around 300 of 600 members 
attended the open session including a large 
numbers of women comrades.

 Com. Abhay Das, General Secretary, 
CDIEA presented the Reporty on behalf of the 
working committee in the delegates session.. 
The audited statements of accounts were also 
presented by Com P K Nayak, Treasurer of 
CDIEA.Com (Dr.) Santosh Kumar Mohapatra, 
initiated discussion on the report.  24 delegates 
including 3 women participated in debate. All 
expressed unanimity on the basic formulations 
of the report which shows the maturity of 
organization. The debate and discussion were 
very informative, educative and inspiring. Com. 
Pradeep Mukherjee, President, ECZIEA, cited 
some of our achievements brought by AIIEA 
in the most difficult political and economic 
situation, notably final option for pension 
.Senior leaders such as Com G N Mohanty, 
Com R N Mallick, Com K. C Behera delivered 
valuable speech and guided the proceedings. 
The Report was unanimously adopted after 
summing up by the General Secretary.  The 
statements of accounts were also approved 
unanimously. The conference unanimously 
adopted 19 numbers of resolutions affecting 
the life and livings of masses and country as 
a whole. 

 Com Indumati Rout, the long serving joint-
convener of CDIEA women sub-committee 
was felicitated who was due to retire on 31st 
August 2019. .Com Com. Managobinda Barik, 
Com. Abhay Das, Com Prasant Nayak were 
elected as President, General Secretary and 
Treasurer unanimously. The conference gave 
a clarion call to protect public sector, fight 
the communal and fascist forces and work for 
interest of masses.

The 63rd annual conference of Cuttack 
Division Insurance Employees’ Association 

(CDIEA) was held on 23rd-25th August 2019 
at Cuttack .The conference started with 
hoisting of the flag of the organization by 
Com. Managobinda Barik, President, CDIEA 
amidst thunderous slogans, followed by 
placing of floral tributes at the Martyrs’ 
Column. Inaugurating the conference, Com. 
Dharmaraj Mohapatra, General Secretary, 
CZIEA, exhorted the audience to keep moving 
ahead braving all adversities. He made scathing 
attack on BJP government for its reprehensible 
attempt in suppressing dissent, democratic 
values and freedom of press and thereby 
imperiling democracy. He lambasted the way 
government dismantled Jammu & Kashmir, 
scrapped section 370 and 36A undermining 
parliament and without taking the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir in to confidence. He also 
lambasted Modi government for resorting to 
advertisement blitzkrieg to camouflage its 
failure.

 Com. Pradeep Mukherjee, President, 
ECZIEA, lambasted government for destroying 
the economy and ignoring the problems such 
as poverty, hunger, unemployment that plague 
Indian economy. Com Santosh Das, noted 
communist leader, made stringent attack on 
BJP government for its attempt to privatize 
public sector including listing of LIC of India 
and changing labour laws to the detriment 
of working class and benefit of corporates. 
Others who spoke on the occasion included 
Sri Ashok Kumar Routray, Senior Divisional 
Manager, Cuttack Division, Com G N Mohanty 
(( Vice President AIIPA), Manas Pattnaik 
(OSGIEA), Com Rabindra Dhal (Central 

63rd Conference of Cuttack Div. IEA
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The 63rd Annual General Conference of DIEA, 
Jalpaiguri was held on 23-25 August 2019. 
The Conference was inaugurated by 

Com. K. Venu Gopal, Vice-President, AIIEA. 
He explained the impending attack on LIC 
and instilled confidence that AIIEA and its 
Divisional Units will build up resistance against 
any attack on the industry by mobilizing the 
opinion of over 40 crore policyholders. This 
number is more than the population of any 
country in the world except India and China. 
Com. Venugopal analysed how in a scenario, 
hostile to the workers of any sector, AIIEA could 
achieve another option for Pension, forced open 
meaningful discussion on Wage Revision and 
the much awaited Assistant recruitment in 
LIC by forming United Movement within the 
industry. Com. S K Geetha, General Secretary, 
Bangalore Division I stressed upon the need 
to strengthen the organisations further when 
all sorts of divisive attempts are being made to 
weaken AIIEA.  Com. Amitava Ghosh, Treasuer 
greeted the conference on behalf of EZIEA and 
while dealing with the Indian culture and its 
heritage, he appraised the conference about 
the role of Ishwar Chandra VidyaSagar in 
Bengal Renaissance and his teachings. Com. 
Ghosh dealt with the individual and local 
issues in detail.

Around 300 delegates and observers, 
assembled from all 24 base units of 8 districts 
of Northern Bengal and the State of Sikkim, 
displayed a unique syncretism of diversified 
culture, religion and language.  The inaugural 
rally of delegates and observers drew the 
attention of the people.  

Before the General Secretary placed the 
report, the cultural troupe of the association 
had set the tune of the conference with 
Rabindranath Tagore’s song that was 
immensely relevant in the present scenario.  
They ended with the Tagore’s call–“Free from 
fear, unleash strength, win over yourself, 
save the weak, shove evil, never consider 

The 63rd Conference of DIEA Jalpaiguri
yourself unprotected and feeble….”And the 
cultural troupe sent the message to the 
delegates throughTagore’s call – “Hesitation is 
another name of defamation ……”so  meet the 
challenges without any hesitation.

43 delegates including 8 women 
participated in the debate on the report of the 
Working Committee.  The debate unanimously 
opined that though the final outcome of 
the Lok Sabha elections was disappointing, 
the growing possibilities of resistance must 
be utilized. The discussion unequivocally 
condemned the abrogation of Article 370 
and expressed serious concern over the 
autocratic way of abrogating the basic tenet 
of the Constitution. The conference decided 
to take up the task of consolidating the Unity 
as priority basing upon the Idea of India – 
Secularism, Democracy and Federalism. Coms 
K.Venugopal, S.K.Gettha and Amitava Ghosh 
addressed the delegates and dealt at length 
on issues impacting humanity, the dangers 
to the constitutional values in our country 
and issues relating to the insurance industry 
and its work force. The Report of the Working 
Committee and the statements of accounts 
were unanimously approved.

The conference ended with the decision 
to further strengthen the united forum 
formed within Industry–through Divisional 
level programs, continue to strengthen 
relationships with the agents, serious endeavor 
to mobilize the policyholders through programs 
and improved servicing and increase the 
participation in the larger joint movements 
against neoliberal policies and communal and 
ultra nationalist policies. 

63 rd conference elected 49 Working 
Committee members with 7 honorary members. 
Comrades Dhrubajyoti Ganguly, Saikat 
Chaudhuri and Saugata Bhattacharjee were 
elected unanimously as President, General 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively.
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The 62nd Annual conference of LIC Employees 
Union Trivandrum Division was held 

on 27th & 28th of July 2019 at Divisional 
office premises. On 27th July the conference 
was opened with  the flag hoisting  by Com. 
P.Sajukumar, President  LICEU Trivandrum. 
The open session of the conference was 
inaugurated by Com. Kadakampal ly 
Surendran, Hon. Minister for Tourism, 
Devaswom & Co-operation. He expressed his 
views that AIIEA carried out a pivotal role in 
keeping the mamoth organisation like LIC in 
the public sector against all attacks since the 
invasion of neoliberal policies in the country. 
Com. V.Ramesh, General Secretary AIIEA 
delivered the key note address. He narrated 
about the challenges being faced by LIC, the 
anti national- pro corporate, anti working class 
policies of the central government and the 
achievements by AIIEA during the recent past.

Com.T.C.Mathukutty, State Secretary  NGO 
Union, Com.M.Kunhikrishnan, Vice  President  
AIIEA,  Com. T.Senthilkumar,   General  
Secretary  SZIEF, Com.S.S.Potty,   All India 
Vice President LICAOI, Com.S.Prathapkumar, 
Former Assistant General Secretary BSNLEU, 
Com.P.V.Jose, Member of  BEFI State 
Committee, Com.P.G.N.Varma, Divisional 
President LIC Pensioners Assosciation, Com.
Pattar, Joint Secretary ICEU Thirunelveli  and 
Com. V.K.Remesh, General Secretary LICEU 
Kottayam division greeted the conference. 
Com.P.P.Krishnan, Joint Secretary SZIEF, 
Com.M.Rajeev, Vice President SZIEF and 
Com. Baby Joseph, Divisional Secretary LIC 
Pensioners Assosciation Kottayam Division 
were also present on the occasion. The 
Felicitation of retired leaders of Division  
Com.  N .Ganapath ikr i shnan,   Com. 
T.Chandrababu and  Com. K.Jayapal was 

62ND CONFERENCE OF TRIVANDRUM DIVISION
also organised . The open session was presided 
by Com. P.Sajukumar,President LICEU. 
Com.V.S.Madhu, General Secretary LICEU 
gave the welcome address and Com.Binu 
B Nair, Working Committee Member SZIEF 
proposed the Vote of Thanks.

The General Council was inaugurated by 
Com. P.P.Krishnan, Joint Secretary SZIEF. He 
focussed on the rightwar shift in politics all 
over the globe and challenges faced by LIC in  
the present days. Com.M.Kunhikrishnan, Vice 
President AIIEA also addressed the General 
Council. He pointed out the destructive 
nature of the use of social media inside the 
organisation. He urged the organisation to 
indulge in the activities related to the fight 
against unemployment, to fight against the 
issues faced by the agrarian sector, the 
struggles against privatisation, the stuggles 
to keep LIC in the public sector and  to take 
part in the struggles for abandoning the NPS 
and to reintroduce the Defined Benefit Pension 
Scheme in all sectors. Com. T.Senthilkumar, 
General Secretary SZIEF also addressed 
the General Conference. He stressed on the 
urgency to bring the unity among the rank and 
files of the organisation. The report presented 
by General Secretary and the audited accounts 
presented by Com.K.K.Sujadha, Treasurer 
were adopted unanimously by the General 
Council. 

The conference unanimously elected Coms 
P.Saju kumar, V.S.Madhu and K.K.Sujadha 
as President, General Secretary and Treasurer 
respectively for the ensuing term. The 
conference came to a successful conclusion 
with Com.O.H.Sajith , Secretary Divisional 
Base Unit proposing the vote of thanks.

RECRUITMENT of ASSISTANTS
Due to persistent efforts by AIIEA for last several years, LIC now has decided to recruit 

8000 for the post of Assistants.
The AIIEA units are conducting free coaching classes to the candidates appearing for 

this competitive examination.  Material for preparations is also being supplied free of cost.
The eligible candidates can get all details in this regard and access material for 

preparations on the following web sites:

www.cziea.org   www.sczief.com
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11
th Conference of Divisional Committee, 
Udaipur of NZIEA was organized on 27-28 

July 2019. The conference was enthusiastically 
participated by a large numbers of LIC 
employees from different classes and cities of 
Udaipur Division and made the open session 
a grand success.

Inaugrating the conference, Prof. Hemendra 
Chandaliya of Rajasthan Vidyapeeth raised 
the issue of disinvestment in the public sector 
and privatization in the education sector. He 
expressed his anguish on the detoriating level 
of higher education & said that the system of 
guest faculty is responsible for it. Due to non 
recruitment the level of research is going down 
also. He demanded that recruitment process 
should be started immediately & government 
should handle this sector on priority. He said 
that in public sector, only vigilant organization 
can agitate against privatization & felt happy 
to note that in Insurance Sector there is AIIEA. 
It is because of AIIEA that LIC is still in its 
original format. He gave his best wishes for 
the success of conference.

While addressing the conference, NZIEA 
President, Com.Anil Bhatnagar expressed 
satisfaction on the presence of various Trade 
Unions leaders in the meeting. He called upon 
the unity to be maintained. He condemned 
the economic policies of the government, 

Conference of  NZIEA Udaipur  Divisional Committee
especially focused on disinvestment. He was 
surprised to note that to bring down the 
fiscal deficit, government is selling even profit 
making government organization to private 
players. He call upon the employees to be 
united in meeting the challenges.  He also 
pointed out to the achievements of AIIEA in 
securing a final pension option and opening 
up of negotiations on wage revision. NZIEA, 
General Secretary, Com. Naveen chand and 
NZIEA, Vice President, Com. R.C.Sharma also 
addressed the open session.

The delegates session commenced next 
day with Com.M.L.Siyal, General Secretary 
placing a detailed report of activities done by 
Udaipur Divisional Committee in last 3 years. 
17 comrades took part in the debate on the 
report. The same was unanimously adopted by 
the conference. Com.Lalit Parakh, Treasurer 
presented the accounts and the same were 
approved. The conference adopted a number 
of resolutions on issues of national importance 
and relating to the industry.  

Conference has unanimously elected Com. 

M.L.Siyal, Com. Anoop Jain, & Com. Lalit 

Parakh as Divisional President, Divisional 
Secretary & Divisional Treasurer respectively 
for ensuing term.

The conference came to a successfully close 
with a vote of thanks by Com M.L.Siyal. 

The 23rd conference of LICPA,  Madurai 
held at ‘Com. E.M JOSEPH Arangam’ 

witnessed an enthusiastic assembly of 202 
comrades on 27.7.19. The curtains of the 
conference were raised with the choir song “We 
shall overcome”  sung by pensioners including 
women. President Com. R.Arumugam in his 
presidential address lauded the achievement 
of final option of pension. Com.V.Suresh, 
Jt.Secretary SZIEF’s inaugural address dealt 
with the anti people policies of the centre, its 
bid to disinvest PSUs and threat to diversity, 
social and cultural ethos. He assured that 
AIIEA would fight for achieving  the genuine 
demands of pensioners.

Com.C.Chandrasekaran, Secretary 
presented Annual report and Com.T.Kumararaja 
presented audited statement of accounts. Six 
members participated in the debate. The 

report and accounts were adopted after the 
summing up. Com.D.Gopalraj  GIPA, Arun 
Kumar NFIFWI, R.Ramakrishnan Cl I Fedn 
greeted the conference. Senior comrades 
were honoured. Mr.Sivanat (Vidal health) and 
Boopathy (Apollo’s) were honoured. Resolutions 
condemning centre’s move to privatise LIC,  to 
withdraw GST on premium, to withdraw NPS, 
to withdraw NEET, NEP,  against imposition 
of Hindi, demanding pension updation, 
Cash medical allowance, increase in family 
pension were adopted. The house elected 
Com.R.Arumugam, C.Chandrasekaran, and 
J.Gopalakrishnan as President, Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively. The conference 
came to a close with vote of thanks proposed 
by J.Gopalakrishnan. Com.S.Govindarajan, 
coordinator made extensive arrangements for 
successful conduct of the AGB meeting..

23rd Conference of LICPA Madurai
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The strategy and political importance of 
the struggle for achieving  final option 

for pension in LIC and PSGI cos, forcing the 
Central Government to open the 1995 pension 
scheme while it rejected similar demand 
from RBI should be clearly understood by 
insurance employees and pensioners, said 
Com.P.P.Krishnan, General Secretary LICEU 
Kozhikode Division and the President of 
SZIEF. He was inaugurating the 22nd annual 
conference of LICPA Kozhikode Division on 
28th August, 2019 at Saroj Bhavan, Kozhikode. 
He exhorted the audience to join the main 
stream of workers and progressive forces to 
fight against the anti people moves of the 
ruling gentry, undermining the unity of the 
people, integrity of the Nation, its cultural 
diversity, communal and religious amity 
etc. The divisional President of LICPA Com.
Sukumaran Punnassery was in the chair. 
Earlier Com.C.A.Mamman, Joint Secretary 
welcomed the members of LICPA along with 
many active comrades of LICEU present in 
the conference.

22ndConference of LICPA Kozhikode Division

Com.K.K.C.Pil lai ,  Secretary LICPA 
presented the report of the organization, which 
elaborately dealt with the present National and 
International events, political and economic 
scenario, as well as the activities of AIIPA 
and LICPA. Com.P.Roy Kurien, Treasurer 
submitted the statement of accounts of LICPA. 
After discussions the report and the accounts 
were passed by the house. Criticizing the 

A seminar was arranged by CDIEA, 
Cuttack on 12 September 2019 on two 

burning issues that create a lot of concern. 
While Com (Dr) Santosh Kumar Mohapatra, 
vice-president of CDIEA, and a leading 
columnist and economist of state spoke on 
“Economic Slowdown and its Causes and 
Remedies”,  Com Amit Kumar Motayed, Ex-
president ( AIBOC) and director in BOI Board 
representing officers spoke on  “Merger of 
Banks: Its Impact on Economy”. 

Com Amit Kumar Motayed lambasted 
present government for anti-worker, anti-
public sector policies. He is of the opinion 

Felicitation to Com ( Dr ) Santosh Ku Mohapatra
Seminar on “Economic slowdown” and “Merger of Banks”

that merger is not panacea to banking crisis; 
rather expansion of banks should be given 
priority. He discussed how corporate sectors 
and crony capitalism are responsibility for 
the NPAs crisis. Com Mohapatra explained 
various jargons associated with slowdown, 
recession, growth recession etc. He told that, 
though technically, India is facing slowdown, 
in reality various macro indicators reveal 
that situation is much worse than recession. 
India had 6.7 per cent growth during great 
recession of 2008, but now economic is 
struggling with 5 percent growth. He also said 
slow down is more structural, less cyclical. 
The draconian demonetisation, flawed GST, 
growing inequality, lack of job opportunities, 
escalating cost of education and health has 
eroded the purchasing power of people leading 
to decline in demand and thereby slow down. 
So enhancement of purchasing power of people 
should be first priority of government.

Before start of meeting, Com Mohapatra 
was felicitated for getting “International 
Education Icon Award” for his contribution 
to education communities. Education Icon 
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Awards 2019 in association with a digital 
partner, Google for Education is an effort 
made by the team of TechProLabz Pvt. Ltd, 
to recognize the efforts of educators and 
educational institutions, who have excelled 
in their respective careers in the field of 
education. His contribution to society 
through dissemination of knowledge and 
teaching the intricacies of financial topics, 
insurance in Divisional Training Centre ( 
DTC) has been taken in to consideration by 
award committee.  

 It may be noted that he was also awarded 
best columnist of the year -2017 by Odisha 
media award and has written more than 
1100 articles in both Odia and English 
consistently nearly 18 years apart from 
regularly contributing to Insurance worker. 
Com Motayed was requested to felicitate Com 
Mohapatra. While Com Abhaya Das, General 
Secretary of CDIEA, gave introductory 
speech, Com Managobinda Barik, president 
of CDIEA, presided over the meeting. 
Audience was so large that no vacant place 
was left in meeting place. A large number of 
members, leaders from fraternal organisation 
were present in the meeting. 

economic crisis created by the government, 
Com.I.K.Biju, President of LICEU and Joint 
Secretary of SZIEF greeted the conference. 

The conference adopted 9 resolutions 
on various subjects such as protection of 
LIC in public sector, against privatisation 
of PSUs, secular character of the nation, 
issues concerning LIC pensioners, like 100% 
neutralisation of DR for all, updation of 
pension in LIC, annulment of PFRDA act, 
restoration of guaranteed pension etc. The 
conference also demanded withdrawal of 
all black laws passed by Modi government 
recently, including curtailment of hard earned 
rights and privileges of workers and employees.

The  con fe rence  f e l i c i ta ted  Com. 
P.P.Krishnan, Com. I.K.Biju and Com.T.Bindu 
for their election to the post of President, Joint 
Secretary and working committee member 
respectively in the 34th General Conference 
of SZIEF, just concluded on 26th August at 
Thrissur. The conference expressed gratitude 
to all members of LICEU and LICPA who made 
the conduct of Central Committee meeting 
of AIIPA hosted by Kozhikode Division on 8th 
and 9th of June 2019, which was historic and 

memmorable one.
As people of Kerala are suffering from flood 

havoc, this year also, the conference called 
upon all the members of LICPA to liberally 
contribute to the Chief Ministers Distress Relief 
Fund (CMDRF) as was done in last year.

The conference elected 31 members 
executive committee for the ensuing year 
with Com.Sukumaran Punnassery as 
President, Com.K.K.C.Pillai as Secretary and 
Com.C.A.Mamman as Treasurer. 

The conference came to a close with vote of 
thanks by Com.A.Bhaskaran, Joint Secretary 
LICPA.

The state of Assam experienced devastating 
flood this year, affecting almost every 
district. Not less than 50 lakh people 
were affected by recurrence of floods in 
different spate and nearly hundred people 
lost their lives.

Following the tradition of AIIEA 
this year also GDIEA gave a call for 
donation towards flood relief and collected 
Rs.71,000/- from all section of employees 
of LICI, Guwahati Division and distributed 
relief materials  to the flood victims.

On 11.08.2019 GDIEA provided relief 
materials amounting  Rs.40, 000/- among 
163 families of Panikhaity village of Hajo, 
Kamrup. In addition to this GDIEA also 
joined Joint Council of Trade Union 
Assam (JCTU) and participated in relief 
programme carried out by the same on 
18.08.19 at Sarukhetri, Barpeta District. 
JCTU distributed flood relief amounting 
Rs. 2,30,000 among flood victims of that 
area.

A group consisting of leader and cadre 
of GDIEA joined both the programme.

FLOOD RELIEF IN 

ASSAM
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A.M.KHAN, DHARWAD

* LIC makes a head way in the slump environment 
of the present India.  While the life insurance sector 
grew by 39.84 per cent during the April-August 
period for this year, LIC’s first premium grew by 
46.52 percent when compared to last year for the 
same period.  The private life insurance companies, 
all put together, show a growth of 24.44 per cent.  
Market share of LIC as at the end of August 2019 
is 73.06 per cent.
* Agriculture Insurance Company (AIC) has 

roped in three public sector general insurance 
companies – New India Assurance, national 
Insurance and United India Insurance to run the 
Prime Minister Fasal Bima Yojna (PMFBY). AIC plans 
to use the offices, manpower and the rural reach 
of these public sector companies for an offer of 
12.5 per cent of the premiums collected to each 
company.  AIC had collected near 50 per cent 
of the premium under PMFBY last year which was 
about Rs.7000 crores. AIC, whose solvency ratio is 
2.99 having a capital base of over Rs.3500 crore 
has received approval from IRDA for launching 
reinsurance schemes in foreign countries.
* Rating agency AM Best, which focuses more on 
insurance sector, citing the slump in the operating 
performances has down-graded the rating of 
National Insurance Company and United India 
Insurance Company.   From C++ the financial 
strength rating (FSR) of National Insurance 
Company has been rated at C. And the FSR of 
United India which was BB+ has been down-
graded to B+.
* Private insurers plan to include invitro fertility (IVF) 
treatments within their health insurance plans.  To 
begin with companies will offer IVF cover, linked 
to maternity cover, as part of high-sum-insured 
premium policies to pre-existing clients.  It will be 
part of health plans that support outpatient care, 
emergency services, and maternity  & neonatal 
care.
* IRDA has set up a nine-member working group 
to recommend implementation of a framework 
and methodology to link insurance premium 
with traffic violations.The terms of reference 
of the Working Group are :(a) To recommend 
implementation framework and methodology 
to link insurance premium with traffic violations.
(b) To study lnternational practices on the above 
subject and recommend best practices suitable 
to lndia.(c) To evaluate the current point system 
for traffic violations implemented by states and 
evolve standard point system considering each 

traffic violations.(d) To develop 
data fields required to implement 
traffic violations as rating factor 
in motor insurance.(e) To suggest 
system of access to traffic violation 
history data of each vehicle and 
transfer of data from enforcement 
authorities to lnsurance lnformation 

Bureau of lndia (llBl) database.(f) To suggest 
modalities for carrying out an immediate pilot 
project at NCT of Delhi. IRDA had come out with 
a discussion paper on the use of telematics in the 
motor insurance.
* At a time when India is seeing the FPI going out 
at a pace not seen in the recent past, foreign 
investors are increasing their investment in the listed 
private insurers.  Between the period April and 
August, this year, the insurance sector has received 
a net investment of Rs.9222 crore.  The insurance 
sector is the biggest gainer of foreign equity during 
this period. FPI’s made a net investment of Rs.7761 
crore in the insurance equities during April to June 
2019.  In July 2019 a net investment of Rs.979 crore 
came in and till mid August 2019 another Rs.482 
crore came in.
* IRDA has slapped a fine of Rs. 7 lakh on 

Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company for 
violating the guidelines of Motor Insurance Service 
Providers. IRDA has imposed a fine of Rupees One 
Crore Eleven lakhs for offering to its prospective 
customers certain monetary incentives in the 
guise of complementary benefits.  The incentives 
included complementary Wellness benefits for all 
new eligible customers and included coverage 
of 5 OPD consultations, unlimited telemedicine 
consultations, unlimited second opinion service 
and Pharmacy discounts.
* Warburg Pincus, a private equity firm of US is eyeing 
to purchase 20.5 per cent stake in the IndiaFirst Life 
Insurance from Andhra Bank.  Warburg Pincus 
already owns 26 percent in IndiaFirst Life Insurance 
Company.  This will give Andhra Bank Rs.700 crore.
*  Cyber risk has moved beyond data breaches 
and privacy concerns to sophisticated schemes 
that can disrupt entire businesses, industries, 
supply chains, and nations, costing the economy 
billions of dollars and affecting companies in every 
sector.  “Cyber risk has firmly entrenched as an 
organisational priority in the past two years. But 
at the same time organisation’s confidence in 
their ability to manage the risk is declining “ says a 
Report by MARSH.
* Lloyd’s of London, the 300-year-old corporation 
and world’s biggest insurance market, which had 
incurred huge losses for the previous two years 
has made a profit of 2.3 billion pounds in the first 
six months of this year.
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S.SRIDHARA, MYSORE 

US AUTO WORKERS WANT ALL OUT 
STRIKE AS CONTRACT DEADLINE 
APPROACHES AT GENERAL 
MOTORS, FORD AND CHRYSLER:

With Contract for 158000 US Auto 

Workers set to expire on 14 th 

September there is a mood of 

determination in the factories for a serious fight 
to reverse decades of concessions and eroding 

living standards. The announcement of Companies 

Management on 13th September that indefinite 
postponement of renewal of contract is forcing 

workers to take the path of strikes.                         

FRENCH TRANSIT WORKERS STRIKE 
AGAINST ATTACK ON PENSION:
The Public transportation of Paris and the surrounding 

region of the LLE-De France were brought to a 

near total stand still on 13th September as bus and 

rail workers launched 24 hour strike to oppose 

Government proposed Pension Reforms. The 

mobilisation expresses the immense opposition in 

the working class to the Government’s attack on 

Pension System. Under the present proposal, 42 

different Pension entitlement systems that were won 

by workers in different sectors including Railway 

workers, teachers, nurses and other Public Sector 

Employees would be immediately done away.  

With many workers would lose hundreds of EUROs 

per month and be forced to work as many as five 
or six years longer as a result. 

AS CONTRACT DEADLINE LOOMS 
8000 GM AUTO WORKERS STRIKE IN SOUTH KOREA:
On September 12 th, over 8000 Auto workers 

employed by General Motors Korea went on strike 

against the US-Based transnational since it took over 

DAEWOO. A further 2000 workers at GM KOREA’s 

Technical Centre intend to join Industrial Action.

ARGENTINE OLEAGINOUS INDUSTRY 
WORKERS STRIKE:
     On 4th September, around 22000 Cooking Oil 

Industry workers launched a National Strike on 

wage issues. The workers are demanding wage 

increase and better service conditions since 2018.

STRIKE AT VENVIDRIO GLASS COMPANY
 IN VENEZUELA:
Workers at Venvidio Glass are on strike since August 

28 demanding wage increase and firing of the 
entire Company Management. The workers are 

blaming the management for the present problems 

in the company.

THE SRILANKAN UNIVERSITY EMPLOYEES’ STRUGGLE: 
University Workers launched indefinite strike 

from 10 September with more than 17000 non-

academic workers, administrative Officers and 
other employees of State Universities joining the 

protests. The action is the 3rd stoppage by non-

academic workers in last five weeks. The basic 
demand of the workers is they should be paid all 

salaries increase and benefits granted to other 
Public Sector employees since 2015 including 

Pension Schemes. 

SLOVENIAN PILOTS TAKE STRIKE ACTION:
Pilots in Slovenia at Adria Airways walked out for 3 

days from September 8 to 10th after the collective 

bargaining agreement expired. More strikes are 

planned from 18th to 20th September and 30th 

September to 2nd October.  

SCOTTISH WORKERS AT DIAGEO DRINKS GIANT 
TO HOLD NINE DAY STRIKE:
Workers at Diageo’s 19 sites across Scotland are to 

hold a nine day stoppage over pay. 

In August nearly 81% members voted for Industrial 

action. The strike is scheduled from 17th September 

to 27th. The Company refused to give pay increase 

to workers. Recently Company increased 30% 

increase for Chief Executives. 

STRIKE AT UK GOVERNMENT OFFICES 
ENTERS 2ND WEEK:
Receptionists, Security Guards, Porters and 

Postrooms Staff at UK Department for business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy in London are in strike 

for Second Week. The strike began on September 

2nd. The workers are demanding the LONDON living 

wage of 10.55 pounds an hour and sick pay. 

JORDANIAN TEACHERS WALKOUT:
Teachers in JORDAN went on strike on 8th September 

in protest over the pay increase. On 12th September 

over 35000 teachers walked out across the Country 

demanding 50% increase in salary, which was 

promised five years ago. Unemployment in JORDAN 
registered 19% for the first quarter in 2019. Last 
month mass protests held against AUSTERITY and 

proposed tax raise. 

KENYAN COUNTY HEALTH WORKERS 
RESUME STRIKE OVER UNPAID WAGES:
Health Workers in KISUMU COUNTY (KENYA) struck 

work on 11th September over unpaid wages. Over 

4000 workers participated in Industrial action. In 

August 3 weeks strike ended when nurses received 

half pay for July.  Wages for May and June were 

still unpaid. Wages were not paid for Public Sector 

Employees for several months.

ZIMBABWE DOCTORS STRIKE FOR A LIVING WAGE: 
A strike by Doctors across Zimbabwe’s Hospitals 

began on September 3, with inflation raging at 
200 percent and the increase of monthly expenses 

between 60 to 70% . Doctors cannot afford travel 

costs as fuel prices are rising at 900% and food 

expenses by 500%. 
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J.SURESH, MYSORE 

Æ According to a recent report by Credit Suisse, 
in India the current financial year will be the 
worst in 15 years in terms of revenue growth 
for Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) 
on account of agriculture slowdown and 
unemployment issues.  The report also says 
that the reason for this trade disruption is the 
hasty implementation of the government on 
demonetisation and GST.  This is significant 
as most of the leading FMCG players are 
witnessing a multi-quarter low in terms of the 
growth.  HUL, which is the country’s largest 
pure-play FMCG entity, registered a 7% volume 
growth in the quarter ended June 30, the 
lowest volume growth in seven quarters

Æ According to a report, a new trend is 
developing in India in managing the road 
assets.  Pension Funds, Sovereign wealth funds 
and private equity funds from Canada, Abu 
Dhabi, Australian and Singapore are seen 
emerging as new owners of road assets, 
replacing traditional owners like IRB, GMR, 
DilipBuildcon and L&T, to name a few.  So far 
this year, Rs.25000 Crores has been pumped 
in so far and more funds are on their way.  This 
means that other than NHAI, foreign investors 
are controlling a certain percentage of India’s 
assets, which is very significant.  It may be 
recalled that the centre planned for Rs.100 
lakh Crores investments in the next five years 
which seems to be far-fetched.  The share of 
Central Government funding is close to 45%, 
State governments will spend 25-27% and 
the rest funded by private sector.  This clearly 
indicates that the central government is not 
going to spend the planned entire Rs.100 lakh 
crore.

Æ In UK, wage growth has been driven to historic 
lows, accompanied by the rise of Zero-hours 
and temporary and part-time contracts. 
Social inequality has reached levels previously 
unseen in the post-world war II period, with 
Britain the most unequal country in Europe.  
The average FTSE 1000 CEO receives 145 
times the pay of average worker, up from 47 
times in 1998.  The wealthiest 10 percent have 
290 times more in total assets than those at 
the bottom. According to a report names 
Bleak Houses, 1,20,000 children in UK live with 
families in temporary accommodation, a rise 
of 80% since 2010.  Another 90,000 children 
are staying temporarily with friends or relatives 

while 375000 are living in families 
at risk of becoming homeless.  The 
report estimates that between 
5,50,000 and 6,00,000 children in 
England are either homeless or at 
the risk of becoming so.  
Æ In Australia, with wages 

of workers stagnating and 2.5 million workers 
are either jobless or “under-employed”, the 
living standards are continuing a seven-year 
fall.  Average household incomes per capita 
decreased in real terms by more than one 
percent over the past year, taking them to 
the level of 2010.  The Reserve Bank has cut 
official interest rates to a record low of 1% 
and economic production grew at just 0.5% 
during the last three months resulting in annual 
growth of just 1.4%.  Car sales are down by 10% 
in August.  Domestic savings have fallen by 
2.3% and the share of national income going 
to wages fallen under 52%, its lowest level since 
1964.

Æ The British economy contracted by 0.2% in 
the second quarter compared to previous 
quarter.  The German economy, the world’s 
fourth larges and the euro zone’s main driving 
force, contracted by 0.1% in the second 
quarter and the Central Bank has warned that 
a recession is likely.  According to Wall Street 
Journal, the global industrial production has 
fallen during the last three months.  The PMIs 
for Japan, Taiwan, South Korea and Indonesia 
were below 50.  South Korea’s export to China 
fell by 21.3% in August compared to previous 
year.  The total exports have dropped by 13.6% 
compared to the same period last year.  In 
Japan, capital spending by manufacturing 
companies dropped by 6.9% during the last 
quarter, first decline in two years.  Hong Kong 
has downgraded its growth forecast for the 
next year to between zero and 1% from its 
previous prediction of 2-3%.  GDP of Australia 
grew by 1.4%, down from 1.8%.  The US 
manufacturing sector shrank for the first time 
in three years last month.

Æ According to a latest report published by the 
financial advisory firm Janus Henderson’s, the 
world’s largest Corporations will handout $ 1.43 
trillion dividend payments to their shareholders 
in 2019, setting a new record.  According to 
the report, total dividend payments surpassed 
half a trillion US dollars in the second quarter of 
this year, reaching $513 billion.  To place this on 
proper perspective, the amount handed over 
directly to shareholder’s in 2019 will be more 
than the annual economic output of Spain, a 
country of 47 million people. 
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ARIVUKKADAL, THANJAVUR

The Giant: LIC had started with 
168 offices in 1956, and today it 
has over 4,851 offices. It has over 
one lakh employees, 11.79 lakh 
agents, 29.09 crore plus policies. 
Starting with an initial capital of 
Rs.5 crore in 1956, LIC has assets of 
over Rs.31,11,847.28 crore with life fund to the tune 
of Rs.28,28,320.12 crore. Total first year premium 
amounted to Rs.1,42,191.69 crore at the end of 
March 31, 2019 capturing 66.24% of market share. 
LIC’s market share in terms of number of policies 
was 74.71%, garnering over 21 million new policies 
as on March 31, 2019. LIC has already revamped 
its portal system with latest technological 
platforms to enhance digital experience and 
provide online services and has more than 1.13 
crore registered users with an average daily login 
count in excess of 1 lakh users. 

Market Share Increase: LIC’s market share 
increased by 3.34% market (by premium) year-
on-year to 73.06% in the April-August period, 
according to IRDAI. Data showed that LIC has 
collected Rs.77,220.97 crore in the April to August 
period, showing a 46.52% YoY growth. LIC has 
done well to see off competition from private life 
insurers, whose market share in the five months 
came down to 26.94%, from 30.28% a year earlier.

Orphaned Policies: From April to July 2019, a total 
of 11,819 agents (mostly from private insurers) 
exited the insurance industry. Assuming that each 
agent has at least sold 10 policies, approximately 
1.2 lakh insurance policies have been “orphaned” 
in this financial year. The insurance regulator states 
that there should be an “Allottee Agent” who 
will be allotted the “orphaned” policy. However, 
there is no clarity on how many such allotments 
can be made per agent; nor is there a time period 
within which a policy has to be handed over to 
this person.

Penalty: IRDAI has imposed a penalty of Rs.1.11 
Crore on Policy Bazaar for several violations, Rs.7 
lakhs on Bajaj Allianz Life for payment irregularities 
and Rs.1 lakh on Go Digit General Insurance for 
unauthorized alterations in insurance products. 
Australia’s investment regulator has ordered the 
Australian unit of Germany’s Allianz SE(the foreign 
partner of India’s Bajaj Allianz Life) to refund more 
than A$8 million to customers who were mis-sold 
consumer credit insurance (CCI) premiums.

RBI is watching: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
has raised concerns about banks having more 
than 15% exposure in insurance companies. 
Sources said that for all future joint ventures or 

stake hikes by a bank in an insurance company, 
a closer review will be held. This will include a 
review of the bank’s balance sheet and bad loan 
levels. It is also likely that entry and exit of banks 
from the insurance sector will also be monitored. 
This is amidst talks of several public sector banks 
like Andhra Bank, Allahabad Bank and Indian 
Overseas Bank looking to monetise their stake in 
the insurance sector.

Fraudulent Calls: IRDAI has asked general public 
not to fall prey to fictitious calls or fraudulent 
offers claiming higher policy benefits. The callers 
also use names such as Insurance Transaction 
Department, RBI or any other name of existing 
government agencies or some non-existing 
fictitious entities, it said. IRDAI said neither the 
regulator nor its grievance management cell 
involve directly or through any representative in 
sale of any kind of insurance or financial products 
nor do they invest the premium received by the 
insurance companies. 

New partnerships: Syndicate Bank has partnered 
Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance to offer its life insurance 
solutions to its customers. Indian Bank, has joined 
hands with Tata AIG General Insurance to offer 
general insurance policies. General insurance 
company Digit Insurance has announced 
a partnership with Karur Vysya Bank for its 
bancassurance business.  

Traffic violation linked insurance: With the 
government focusing on Intelligent Traffic 
Management System in metros, motor insurance 
premium may soon be linked to traffic violations 
committed by the registered owner or driver of 
the vehicle. The insurance regulator has set up 
a nine-member working group to recommend 
implementation framework and methodology 
to link insurance premium with traffic violations.

Slowdown: The 12-months long decline in Indian 
automobile industry has caused an obvious ripple 
effect on the motor insurance sector. In the first 
four months of current fiscal, the gross direct 
premium income showed a single digit growth 
of 5.8% at Rs.21,089.78 crore compared to 10.5% 
spike over the same period a year ago, as per 
the latest data by the General Insurance Council.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
       Month           Base       Base   
                              2001      1960

  January              307  7007.55
  February     307  7007.55
  March                  309  7053.20
  April     312      7121.68
   May     314  7167.33
  June     316  7212.98
  July     319  7281.46

       Base1960=Base2001x22.8259

DONATIONS
Cuttack Division Insurance 
Employees Association  
                          Rs.10,000
Com. Hema Lata Gulati 
  Delhi Branch III      1,100
Com. Sardar Singh 
  Branch 31-C         1,000
Com. K.M.Saaeendrababu,  
Thalassery Branch 2,000  
Com. K.J.S.Vijaykumar,
    Guntur           1,000
Insurance Worker thanks these 
comrades for their fine gesture

I would like to bring in your 
kind notice that in August’19 
issue, Page no.-23, an Article 
continued from Page no.-18, 
was printed as “ THE CRISIS 
OF NATIOANALISM”,  which 
being  a  heading attracted 
immediate  attention of mine 
because of misprinting of the 
word NATIONALISM.

This is my humble request to 
check the proof more meticulously, 
if possible, especially the Titles 
or Headings I along with the 
entire brotherhood of AIIEA 
do appreciatethe dedication of 
all of you associated with the 
publication of such a wonderful 
and informative Monthly Journal 
and a lot of thanks to all of you 
on me behalf.

Bhaskar Debnath, KMDO I

MAHATMA   GANDHI:                                                        

THE    APOSTLE  OF  

HINDU -MUSLIM    UNITY

Continued 

from Page 11

to develop  unity between 
Hindus and Muslims, felt 
badly shattered. He marked 
15th August 1947 with a 
twenty-four hour fast. The 
riots that had begun in 
Calcutta on 16th August 
1946 soon spread to entire 
Bengal. From Bengal it 
spread to Bihar, United 
Provinces and to Punjab. 
Gandhiji was not a mute 
spectator to the violence. He 
went to Bengal and consoled 
the Hindus. Later he visited 
Bihar where the Muslims 
were the worst sufferers. 
From Bihar he went to Delhi 
where a large number of 
refugees, both Hindus and 
Sikhs, had come back from 
Pakistan facing horrendous 
crimes. On the one hand, 
he appealed to Hindus not 
to drive Muslims out of 
Delhi in retaliation for the 
Hindus and Sikhs being 
forced out of Pakistan. 
On the other hand, he 
exhorted Muslims in Delhi 
to unequivocally condemn 
the Pakistan government 
for its uncivilised conduct 
in driving out Hindus 
and Sikhs. Gandhiji was 
absolutely sure that if Delhi 
was won, Pakistan would 
also turn. He did not see 
his peace mission ending in 
Delhi. He was desperate to 
go to Pakistan “to die for the 
Hindus and Sikhs there”. 
But he knew he could not 
hope for success unless 

he could secure justice for 
Muslims in Delhi. In this 
situation, while Gandhiji 
was on an indefinite fast 
in Delhi chants of “Let 
Gandhi Die” resonated the 
air. But Gandhiji remained 
unperturbed. When a sense 
of normalcy returned in 
Delhi and Punjab, Lord 
Mountbatten famously 
remarked that “one unarmed 
man had been more effective 
than 50,000 troops”. On 
the 20th of January 1948, 
there was an unsuccessful 
bomb attack on him. On 
the evening of 30th January 
1948, the tallest of devout 
and practising Hindus, 
Mahatma Gandhi, was 
killed because he along 
with a vast majority of 
patriotic Indians preferred to 
embrace secular democracy 
with Hindu Muslim unity 
as its bedrock rather than 
communal ideology. 

Gandhiji, after 150 
years of his birth,is perhaps 
most relevant in India today. 
While he laid down his 
life for unity of all people, 
we are told today that 
India belongs to only those 
who revere India as their 
pitrubhumi (fatherland) and 
punyabhumi (holy land), 
thereby delegit imising 
Muslims and Christians. 
This is a serious attempt to 
divide India along religious 
lines. While paying tributes 
to Gandhiji on his 150th 
birth anniversary, we must 
remember that ‘A People 
Divided is a Nation Divided’.
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