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UnPRECEDEnTED HEaLTH anD ECOnOMIC CRISIS
The Coronavirus has infected over 2.8 million people and claimed 
over 192000 lives so far across the world.  This is the worst pandemic 
in the last one hundred years.  a large number of cities in all 
continents have been locked down to break the spread of this virus.  
This pandemic has created an unprecedented crisis in the world 
economy.  The crisis has severely hit the working class and poorer 
sections of the populations.  Millions of jobs have been lost with 
consequent adverse impact on the life and living of the working 
class.  The crisis has brought into sharp focus limitations of capitalism 
in meeting challenges posed by such a pandemic.  The virus was 
first noticed in the Wuhan province of China.  There are accusations 
that China delayed warning world about the virus and had it done 
so early, many precious lives could have been saved.  China has 
defended itself saying that it informed the WHO and the world 
about the virus soon after it found evidence of its presence.  While 
there are attempts to cover up the inefficiencies and limitations of 
the US administration in tackling this emergency by blaming China 
and WHO, it is also important that China lays down all the details 
to clear itself of the accusations.

India has not escaped from this pandemic.  at the time of 
writing this, over 24000 people are infected by the virus and more 
than 740 persons have died. In the absence of sufficient testing, 
it is difficult to know the extent of spread of virus.  The first case 
of Corona was reported in India on 30th January 2020 in Kerala 
originating from China. While the State of Kerala made preparations 
to fight the virus, unfortunately no such urgency was shown by the 
Government of India.  Even in the second week of March 2020, the 
Union Health Minister said that there is no health emergency in India.  
Therefore when more cases started surfacing, the government 
was found wanting in preparation.  It is well known that the public 
health infrastructure in the country is in a terrible shape.  The doctor 
and nurse’s ratio as against the population is inadequately low 
compared to the standards defined by WHO. The country of 130 
crore has only a little over 7 lakh government hospital beds which 
means 0.5 bed per 1000 population.  There is massive shortage of 
ventilators which are so necessary to treat the critical patients.  It is 
estimated that India has just over 50000 ventilators. India could not 
even offer personal protective equipment to the health workers 
who are in the front line to fight this virus.

after experimenting with a Janata Curfew on 22nd March, the 
Prime Minister announced a nationwide lockdown for 21 days on 
24th March.  Even before this announcement, a number of States 
had already declared lockdown.  While there is no argument 
that lockdown was necessary to break the chain in spread of the 
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virus, the government lacked preparations and 
totally failed to anticipate difficulties and problems 
of migrant and unorganised workers and other 
weaker sections of society.  The Prime Minister in 
a theatrical manner gave a notice of just 4 hours 
before implementing the lockdown creating the 
avoidable panic.  no economic relief for the loss 
of livelihood, shelter and food for these migrant 
workers were announced before the lockdown.  
This resulted into huge miseries and India looked 
like a country of medieval period when thousands 
of migrant workers wanting to reach their homes 
decided to walk hundreds of miles in the absence of 
any transport. The brutality of the administration and 
the police in dealing with these unfortunate migrant 
workers has shamed Indian democracy.  It is only 
days later that the Finance Minister announced an 
insignificant relief package to mitigate the sufferings 
of the migrant workers and the poor.

The lockdown is further extended now up to 
May 3rd 2020.  But while announcing the extension 

of the lockdown, the Prime Minister unfortunately did 
not take into account the sufferings of the migrant 
workers and the poor and failed to announce any 
relief package to them.  The Prime Minister is justified 
in expecting what ‘We The People’ should do for 
the country but equally ‘We The People’ are also 
justified in asking Prime Minister why his government 
has failed to mitigate the hardship of the people.  It 
looks that India which is hungry, without livelihood, 
shelterless has just disappeared from the radar of 
government.  It is estimated that more than 200 
people have died due to the impact of lockdown 
with hunger, exhaustion and desperate walking on 
roads hundreds of miles to reach their villages.

The impact of coronavirus on world economy 
is bound to be unprecedented.  The IMF estimates 
that crisis this time around is going to be much 
worse than that experienced during the Great 
Depression.  The global economy is projected to 
contract by negative 3% in 2020.  The ILO in its initial 
assessment has said that more than 25 million jobs 

ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xuÉÉxjrÉ AÉæU AÉÍjÉïMü xÉÇMüOû
MüÉåUÉålÉÉuÉÉrÉUxÉ lÉå 28 sÉÉZÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå 

xÉÇ¢üÍqÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû AÉæU SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ AoÉ iÉMü 192000 
xÉå AÍkÉMü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÉlÉ sÉå cÉÑMüÉ Wæû | ÌmÉNûsÉå LMü 
xÉÉæ uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ rÉWû xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ Wæû| CxÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ Måü 
mÉëxÉÉU MüÉå iÉÉåÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉpÉÏ qÉWûÉ²ÏmÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉÄQûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ 
qÉåÇ zÉWûUÉåÇ MüÉå oÉÇS MüU ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ lÉå ÌuÉµÉ 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ LMü ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇMüOû mÉæSÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| 
xÉÇMüOû lÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï AÉæU AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü aÉUÏoÉ uÉaÉÉåïÇ MüÉå 
oÉÑUÏ iÉUWû mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| ´ÉÍqÉMü uÉaÉï Måü eÉÏuÉlÉ AÉæU 
AÉeÉÏÌuÉMüÉ mÉU mÉëÌiÉMÔüsÉ mÉëpÉÉuÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ sÉÉZÉÉåÇ lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉÇ 
cÉsÉÏ aÉD WæÇû| CxÉ iÉUWû MüÐ qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ xÉå EimÉ³É cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS Måü mÉÉxÉ ÌMüiÉlÉå xÉÏÍqÉiÉ 
ÌuÉMüsmÉ EmÉsÉokÉ WæÇû rÉWû oÉÉiÉ xÉoÉMüÉå xmÉ¹ mÉiÉÉ cÉsÉ aÉD 
Wæû| uÉÉrÉUxÉ MüÉå mÉWûsÉÏ oÉÉU cÉÏlÉ Måü uÉÑWûÉlÉ mÉëÉÇiÉ qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ 
aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| LåxÉå AÉUÉåmÉ WæÇû ÌMü cÉÏlÉ lÉå SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÉå uÉÉrÉUxÉ 
Måü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ cÉåiÉÉuÉlÉÏ SålÉå qÉåÇ SåUÏ MüÐ AÉæU AaÉU ExÉlÉå rÉWû 
MüÉqÉ eÉsSÏ ÌMürÉÉ WûÉåiÉÉ iÉÉå oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÉUÏ MüÐqÉiÉÏ eÉÉlÉ oÉcÉÉD 
eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÏ jÉÏÇ| cÉÏlÉ lÉå rÉWû MüWûiÉå WÒûL AmÉlÉÉ oÉcÉÉuÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
ÌMü ExÉlÉå QûosrÉÔLcÉAÉå AÉæU SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÉå uÉÉrÉUxÉ Måü oÉÉUå 
qÉåÇ CxÉMüÐ qÉÉæeÉÔSaÉÏ Måü xÉoÉÔiÉ ÍqÉsÉiÉå WûÏ ÄTüÉæUlÉ xÉÔÍcÉiÉ 
MüU ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| LMü iÉUTü CxÉ AÉmÉÉiÉMüÉsÉ xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå qÉåÇ 
AqÉåËUMüÐ mÉëzÉÉxÉlÉ MüÐ A¤ÉqÉiÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU xÉÏqÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå 
RÇûMülÉå Måü ÍsÉL cÉÏlÉ AÉæU QûosrÉÔLcÉAÉå MüÉå SÉåwÉÏ PûWûUÉlÉå 
MüÐ MüÉåÍzÉzÉ WûÉå UWûÏ WæÇûL sÉåÌMülÉ rÉWû pÉÏ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï Wæû ÌMü 
cÉÏlÉ AmÉlÉå FmÉU sÉaÉ UWåû AÉUÉåmÉÉåÇ xÉå oÉcÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉpÉÏ 
xÉÔcÉlÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉuÉUhÉ MüÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå UZÉå|

pÉÉUiÉ CxÉ qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ xÉå oÉcÉ lÉWûÏÇ mÉÉrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉå ÍsÉZÉiÉå 
xÉqÉrÉ 24000 xÉå AÍkÉMü sÉÉåaÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ xÉå xÉÇ¢üÍqÉiÉ WûÉå 

cÉÑMåü WæÇû AÉæU 740 xÉå AÍkÉMü urÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ MüÐ qÉ×irÉÑ WûÉå aÉD 
Wæû| mÉrÉÉïmiÉ mÉUÏ¤ÉhÉ MüÐ AlÉÑmÉÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇL uÉÉrÉUxÉ Måü mÉëxÉÉU 
MüÐ xÉÏqÉÉ eÉÉlÉlÉÉ qÉÑÎzMüsÉ Wæû| MüÉåUÉålÉÉ MüÉ mÉWûsÉÉ qÉÉqÉsÉÉ 
pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ 30 eÉlÉuÉUÏ 2020 MüÉå MåüUsÉ qÉåÇ cÉÏlÉ xÉå EimÉ³É 
WûÉåMüU AÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| eÉoÉ MåüUsÉ UÉerÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå MüÐ 
iÉærÉÉUÏ qÉåÇ sÉaÉÉ WÒûAÉ jÉÉL SÒpÉÉïarÉ xÉå pÉÉUiÉ xÉUMüÉU CxÉ 
mÉëMüÉU MüÐ MüÉåD AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉ mÉëSÍzÉïiÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU UWûÏ jÉÏ| rÉWûÉÇ 
iÉMü ÌMü qÉÉcÉï 2020 Måü SÕxÉUå xÉmiÉÉWû qÉåÇL MåÇüSìÏrÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ 
qÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå MüWûÉ ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ MüÉåD xuÉÉxjrÉ AÉmÉÉiÉMüÉsÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû| CxÉÍsÉL eÉoÉ AÍkÉMü qÉÉqÉsÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉlÉå sÉaÉåL iÉÉå 
xÉUMüÉU iÉærÉÉUÏ qÉåÇ sÉaÉ aÉD| rÉWû xÉuÉïÌuÉÌSiÉ Wæû ÌMü SåzÉ qÉåÇ 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xuÉÉxjrÉ RûÉÇcÉÉ pÉrÉÉuÉWû Wæû| QûosÉÔLcÉAÉå ²ÉUÉ 
mÉËUpÉÉÌwÉiÉ qÉÉlÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ QûÊYOûU AÉæU lÉxÉï MüÉ 
AlÉÑmÉÉiÉ eÉlÉxÉÇZrÉÉ Måü qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉå AmÉrÉÉïmiÉ Wæû| 130 MüUÉåÄQû 
Måü SåzÉ qÉåÇ MåüuÉsÉ 7 sÉÉZÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü xÉUMüÉUÏ AxmÉiÉÉsÉ 
Måü ÌoÉxiÉU WæÇûL ÎeÉxÉMüÉ AjÉï Wæû mÉëÌiÉ 1000 eÉlÉxÉÇZrÉÉ 
mÉU 0.5 ÌoÉxiÉU| uÉåÇÌOûsÉåOûU MüÐ pÉÉUÏ MüqÉÏ Wæû eÉÉå aÉÇpÉÏU 
UÉåÌaÉrÉÉåÇ Måü CsÉÉeÉ Måü ÍsÉL AÉuÉzrÉMü WæÇû| LåxÉÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ 
Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ ApÉÏ 50000 xÉå MÑüNû AÍkÉMü uÉåÇÌOûsÉåOûU 
WæÇû| pÉÉUiÉ CxÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå AÉaÉå sÉaÉå 
xuÉÉxjrÉ MüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ iÉMü MüÉå urÉÌ£üaÉiÉ xÉÑU¤ÉÉ EmÉMüUhÉ pÉÏ 
mÉåzÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU xÉMüÉ|

22 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå eÉlÉiÉÉ MünrÉÔï MüÉ mÉërÉÉåaÉ MüUlÉå Måü oÉÉS  
mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå 24 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå 21 ÌSlÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL SåzÉurÉÉmÉÏ 
iÉÉsÉÉoÉÇSÏ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ| CxÉ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ xÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏL MüD 
UÉerÉÉåÇ lÉå sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüU SÏ jÉÏ| eÉoÉÌMü uÉÉrÉUxÉ 
Måü mÉëxÉÉU MüÐ ´É×ÇZÉsÉÉ MüÉå iÉÉåÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ MüÐ 
AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉ Måü AsÉÉuÉÉ AÉæU MüÉåD xÉÉjÉïMü iÉMïü lÉWûÏÇ WæûL 
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could be lost worldwide as a result of this pandemic.  
The governments across the world are pumping 
huge funds to meet the challenges posed by the 
virus and to revive the economies.  Many countries 
have announced packages that equal 10% of 
their national GDP.  The crisis in India is much more 
profound.  More than 90% of workers are employed 
in the informal sector.  The unorganised sector and 
medium and small enterprises are bearing the brunt 
of crisis.  Millions of jobs have been lost by the workers. 
The ILO estimates that nearly 40 crore people could 
be pushed into poverty.  The optimistic projection for 
economic growth is between 1.5 to 2%.  Therefore 
in such a situation the most important task for 
government is to save jobs while saving lives, prevent 
industries from collapse and place substantial money 
in the hands of the unorganised workers and poor.  
It must also give sufficient attention to the crisis in 
agriculture.  This demands government to take a 
break from the fiscal fundamentalism and meet the 
needs of people and economy even by breaching 

the fiscal targets by a huge margin.  The prominent 
economists believe that India needs a stimulus 
package of around 12 to 16 lakh crore.  But there 
seem to be no indication from government in this 
regard.

The crisis has brought into sharp focus three 
important issues namely federalism, need for a 
social safety net and strengthening of public health 
system.  The fight against Coronavirus is being fought 
at the States.  Some States like Kerala have done 
exceedingly well. While the first announcement of 
lockdown came without consulting States, extension 
of lockdown was done after some semblance of 
consultations.  The major responsibility of fighting the 
virus is on States with Centre playing only a supportive 
role.  Therefore, it is necessary to support the States 
with foodgrains and necessary funds.  India has no 
social security worth the name for the unorganised 
and poor. It is time to demand for a social safety net 

xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉÉxÉ iÉærÉÉUÏ MüÐ MüqÉÏ jÉÏ AÉæU uÉWû mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ AÉæU 
AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü AlrÉ MüqÉeÉÉåU uÉaÉÉåïÇ 
MüÐ MüÌPûlÉÉCrÉÉåÇ AÉæU xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ sÉaÉÉlÉå qÉåÇ 
mÉÔUÏ iÉUWû xÉå ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûÏ Wæû| mÉëkÉÉlÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå ÎeÉxÉ lÉÉOûMüÐrÉ 
RÇûaÉ xÉå sÉÊMü QûÉElÉ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL qÉÉ§É cÉÉU bÉÇOåû 
MüÉ lÉÉåÌOûxÉ ÌSrÉÉ ExÉxÉå OûÉsÉå eÉÉ xÉMülÉå rÉÉåarÉ mÉæÌlÉMü mÉæSÉ 
WÒûAÉ| iÉÉsÉÉoÉÇSÏ xÉå mÉWûsÉå ClÉ mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL 
AÉ´ÉrÉ pÉÉåeÉlÉ AÉæU AÉeÉÏÌuÉMüÉ Måü lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ Måü ÍsÉL MüÉåD 
AÉÍjÉïMü UÉWûiÉ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ aÉD jÉÏ| CxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ 
pÉÉUÏ qÉÑxÉÏoÉiÉ mÉæSÉ WÒûD AÉæU pÉÉUiÉ qÉkrÉrÉÑaÉÏlÉ MüÉsÉ Måü SåzÉ 
MüÐ iÉUWû sÉaÉ UWûÉ jÉÉ eÉoÉ WûeÉÉUÉåÇ mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ´ÉÍqÉMü AmÉlÉå 
bÉUÉåÇ iÉMü mÉWÒÇûcÉlÉå MüÐ cÉÉWû qÉåÇ AÉæU ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ mÉËUuÉWûlÉ Måü 
ApÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ xÉæMüÄQûÉåÇ qÉÏsÉ mÉæSsÉ cÉsÉlÉå MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ MüU UWåû 
jÉå| ClÉ SÒpÉÉïarÉmÉÔhÉï mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå qÉåÇ mÉëzÉÉxÉlÉ 
AÉæU mÉÑÍsÉxÉ MüÐ ¢ÔüUiÉÉ lÉå pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉå zÉqÉïxÉÉU 
MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ xÉoÉ Måü MÑüNû ÌSlÉ oÉÉS eÉÉMüU ÌuÉ¨É qÉÇ§ÉÏ 
lÉå mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ MüÉå MüqÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉL LMü AjÉïWûÏlÉ  UÉWûiÉ mÉæMåüeÉ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ|

sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ MüÉå AoÉ 3 qÉD 2020 iÉMü AÉæU oÉÄRûÉrÉÉ 
aÉrÉÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ Måü ÌuÉxiÉÉU MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüUiÉå 
WÒûL mÉëkÉÉlÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå SÒpÉÉïarÉ xÉå mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ mÉÏÄQûÉ MüÉå krÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ UZÉÉ AÉæU ElÉMåü ÍsÉL ÌMüxÉÏ 
pÉÏ UÉWûiÉ mÉæMåüeÉ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ UWåû| eÉWûÉÇ 
mÉëkÉÉlÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÉ ``WûqÉ pÉÉUiÉuÉÉÍxÉ'' rÉÉåÇ MüÉå AmÉlÉå SåzÉ Måü 
ÍsÉL YrÉÉ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL rÉWû AmÉå¤ÉÉ MüUlÉÉ lrÉÉrÉxÉÇaÉiÉ Wæû 
uÉWûÏÆ xÉqÉÉlÉ ÃmÉ xÉå "WûqÉ pÉÉUiÉuÉÉÍxÉ" rÉÉåÇ MüÉ pÉÏ mÉëkÉÉlÉ 
qÉÇ§ÉÏ xÉå rÉWû mÉÔNûlÉÉ EÍcÉiÉ Wæû ÌMü ElÉMüÐ xÉUMüÉU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ 
MüÌPûlÉÉD MüÉå MüqÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ YrÉÉåÇ UWûÏ Wæû| LåxÉÉ sÉaÉiÉÉ 
Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ eÉÉå pÉÔZÉÉ Wæ AÉeÉÏÌuÉMüÉ ÌuÉWûÏlÉ, AÉ´ÉrÉWûÏlÉ 
Wæû xÉUMüÉU MüÐ SØÌ¹ xÉå AÉåfÉsÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| LåxÉÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ 
sÉaÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü iÉÉsÉÉoÉÇSÏ Måü mÉëpÉÉuÉ xÉå AmÉlÉå aÉÉðuÉÉåÇ 
iÉMü mÉWÒðûcÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL xÉæMüÄQûÉåÇ qÉÏsÉ MüÐ xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ mÉU cÉsÉlÉåL 

pÉÔZÉL jÉMüÉuÉOû AÉæU WûiÉÉzÉÉ qÉåÇ 200 xÉå AÍkÉMü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ qÉÉæiÉ WûÉå aÉD Wæû|

ÌuÉµÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ mÉU MüÉåUÉålÉÉåuÉÉrÉUxÉ MüÉ mÉëpÉÉuÉ 
ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï WûÉålÉÉ iÉrÉ Wæû| AÉDLqÉLTü MüÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû ÌMü 
CxÉ oÉÉU MüÉ xÉÇMüOû qÉWûÉqÉÇSÏ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ Måü AlÉÑpÉuÉ MüÐ 
iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÑUÉ WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉÉ Wæû| uÉæÍµÉMü AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü 
2020 qÉåÇ iÉÏlÉ mÉëÌiÉzÉiÉ iÉMü bÉOûMüU ÍxÉMÑüÄQûlÉå Måü AÉxÉÉU 
WæÇû| AÉDLsÉAÉå lÉå AmÉlÉå mÉëÉUÇÍpÉMü AÉMüsÉlÉ qÉåÇ MüWûÉ Wæû 
ÌMü CxÉ qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉxuÉÃmÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ RûÉD 
MüUÉåÄQû xÉå AÍkÉMü lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉÇ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÏ WæÇû| SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU MüÐ 
xÉUMüÉUåÇ uÉÉrÉUxÉ ²ÉUÉ EimÉ³É cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉå 
AÉæU AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÑlÉeÉÏïÌuÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL pÉÉUÏ 
kÉlÉUÉÍzÉ QûÉsÉ UWûÏ WæÇû| MüD SåzÉÉåÇ lÉå mÉæMåüeÉÉåÇ MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ 
MüÐ Wæû eÉÉå ElÉMåü UÉ·íÏrÉ eÉÏQûÏmÉÏ Måü SxÉ mÉëÌiÉzÉiÉ Måü 
oÉUÉoÉU Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ xÉÇMüOû oÉWÒûiÉ AÍkÉMü aÉWûUÉ Wæû| 90 
mÉëÌiÉzÉiÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü ´ÉÍqÉMü AlÉÉæmÉcÉÉËUMü ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ MüÉrÉïUiÉ 
WæÇû| AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ ¤Éå§É iÉjÉÉ  qÉkrÉqÉ AÉæU NûÉåOåû E±qÉ xÉÇMüOû 
MüÉ ZÉÉÍqÉrÉÉeÉÉ pÉÑaÉiÉ UWåû WæÇû| sÉÉZÉÉåÇ MüÉqÉaÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉå lÉÉæMüUÏ 
xÉå WûÉjÉ kÉÉålÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ Wæû| AÉDLsÉAÉå MüÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû ÌMü 
sÉaÉpÉaÉ 40 MüUÉåÄQû sÉÉåaÉ aÉUÏoÉÏ MüÐ iÉUTü kÉMåüsÉ ÌSL eÉÉ 
xÉMüiÉå WæÇû| AÉÍjÉïMü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÐ SU MüÉ AÉzÉÉuÉÉSÏ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ 
pÉÏ 1.5 xÉå 2 mÉëÌiÉzÉiÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ Wæû| CxÉÍsÉL LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ 
qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU Måü ÍsÉL xÉoÉxÉå qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï MüÉrÉï eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÉå 
oÉcÉÉiÉå WÒûL lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉcÉÉlÉÉ WæûL E±ÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå OÕûOûlÉå xÉå 
oÉcÉÉlÉÉ Wæû AÉæU AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ mÉrÉÉïmiÉ kÉlÉ mÉWÒÇûcÉÉlÉÉ Wæû| M×üÌwÉ qÉåÇ AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉÇMüOû mÉU 
pÉÏ mÉrÉÉïmiÉ krÉÉlÉ SålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| rÉWû xÉUMüÉU xÉå UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ 
Mü�ûUiÉÉ xÉå LMü ÌuÉUÉqÉ sÉålÉå AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ AÉæU AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 
MüÐ eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉÉ WæûL rÉWûÉÇ iÉMü 
ÌMü LMü oÉÄQåû AÇiÉU xÉå UÉeÉMüÉåwÉÏrÉ sÉ¤rÉÉåÇ MüÉå iÉÉåÄQûMüU 
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that assures basic incomes, freedom from hunger 
and decent existence.  India has one of the most 
privatised health services.  This has to be reversed.  
The government must increase its investment in 
public health and create necessary infrastructure to 
meet needs of people.  It must be understood that 
Supreme Court in a number of landmark cases has 
held Right to Health as a fundamental right under 
article 21 of the Constitution.  It is, therefore, the 
responsibility of the State to meet the health needs 
of the people and that cannot be done through 
an insurance based system alone but by creating 
necessary public health infrastructure.

It is heartening to note that the trade unions 
and nGOs have been doing a commendable job 
in providing some relief to migrant workers and 
those severely impacted by the lockdown.  The 
aIIEa is proud that across the country its units have 
been expressing solidarity through relief work.  a 
substantial amount has also been collected and sent 

to the States CMDRF.  The aIIEa has also remitted 
Rs.5 lakhs to the PM Relief Fund.  But there are also 
worries that in these times of unprecedented crisis 
when the need is for the nation to stand united and 
fight the crisis - both the health and economic, there 
is a section which is bent upon communalising the 
issue and dividing the people.  all those who are 
responsible for the Tabligi Jamat gathering including 
the administration and police must be brought to 
book.  But it is patently wrong to stigmatise the entire 
community.  Such divisive tactics and unchecked 
spread of fake news can only weaken our struggle 
against the unprecedented crisis we face today.  
The working class must stand united at this hour 
of crisis to defend the unity of the people and the 
nation.  Let us be confident that we shall overcome 
the present crisis too.  We salute the brave doctors, 
nurses, police and security personnel, other health 
and sanitary workers and a number of our brethren 
in working class who have been saving lives putting 
their lives and safety to risk.    

pÉÏ| mÉëqÉÑZÉ AjÉïzÉÉÎx§ÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ qÉÉlÉlÉÉ Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ MüÉå 
sÉaÉpÉaÉ 12 xÉå 16 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû Måü mÉëÉåixÉÉWûlÉ mÉæMåüeÉ MüÐ 
AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ CxÉ xÉÇoÉÇkÉ qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ AÉåU 
xÉå MüÉåD xÉÇMåüiÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌSZÉ UWûÉ Wæû|

CxÉ xÉÇMüOû lÉå iÉÏlÉ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ eÉæxÉå ÌMü xÉÇbÉuÉÉS, 
LMü xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉÑU¤ÉÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ AÉæU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xuÉÉxjrÉ 
mÉëhÉÉsÉÏ MüÉå mÉëqÉÑZÉ ÃmÉ xÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå sÉÉiÉå WÒûL ElWåÇû qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ 
MüUlÉå MüÐ AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉ mÉU eÉÉåU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| MüÉåUÉålÉÉuÉÉrÉUxÉ 
Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü sÉÄQûÉD UÉerÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ sÉÄQûÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| MåüUsÉ eÉæxÉå 
MÑüNû UÉerÉÉåÇ lÉå AcNûÉ mÉëSzÉïlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ 
MüÐ mÉWûsÉÏ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ UÉerÉÉåÇ Måü ÌoÉlÉÉ mÉUÉqÉzÉï Måü WÒûD jÉÏL 
MÑüNû ÌSZÉÉuÉOûÏ mÉUÉqÉzÉï Måü oÉÉS sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ MüÉ ÌuÉxiÉÉU 
ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| uÉÉrÉUxÉ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå MüÐ mÉëqÉÑZÉ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ 
UÉerÉÉåÇ mÉU Wæû ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ MåÇüSì MåüuÉsÉ LMü xÉWûÉrÉMü pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ 
ÌlÉpÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| CxÉÍsÉL  UÉerÉÉåÇ MüÉå ZÉÉ±É³É AÉæU AÉuÉzrÉMü 
kÉlÉ Måü xÉWûÉUå MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ Måü mÉÉxÉ AxÉÇaÉÌPûiÉ 
AÉæU aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉÑU¤ÉÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU 
MÑüNû pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| rÉWû LMü xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉÑU¤ÉÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÐ 
qÉÉÇaÉ MüÉ xÉqÉrÉ Wæû eÉÉå oÉÑÌlÉrÉÉSÏ AÉrÉL pÉÔZÉ xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü AÉæU 
xÉprÉ AÎxiÉiuÉ MüÉ AÉµÉÉxÉlÉ SåiÉÉ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå 
AÍkÉMü ÌlÉeÉÏM×üiÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉå LMü Wæû| CxÉxÉå 
EsÉOû WûÉålÉÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU MüÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xuÉÉxjrÉ qÉåÇ AmÉlÉå 
ÌlÉuÉåzÉ MüÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
mÉÔUÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL AÉuÉzrÉMü oÉÑÌlÉrÉÉSÏ RûÉðcÉÉ iÉærÉÉU MüUlÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûL| rÉWû xÉqÉfÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü xÉuÉÉåïŠ lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ lÉå 
MüD LåÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü qÉÉqÉsÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü AlÉÑcNåûS 21 Måü 
iÉWûiÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ Måü AÍkÉMüÉU MüÉå qÉÉæÍsÉMü AÍkÉMüÉU qÉÉlÉÉ 
Wæû| CxÉÍsÉLL rÉWû UÉerÉ MüÐ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ Wæû ÌMü uÉWû sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ xuÉÉxjrÉ AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüUå AÉæU rÉWû MåüuÉsÉ 

oÉÏqÉÉ AÉkÉÉËUiÉ mÉëhÉÉsÉÏ Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ 
WæûL oÉÎsMü AÉuÉzrÉMü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xuÉÉxjrÉ oÉÑÌlÉrÉÉSÏ RûÉÇcÉå 
MüÉ ÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ Måü ²ÉUÉ WûÏ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû|

rÉWû oÉÉiÉåÇ EixÉÉWûoÉkÉïMü WæÇû ÌMü OíåûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ AÉæU aÉæU.
xÉUMüÉUÏ xÉÇaÉPûlÉÉåÇ lÉå mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå MÑüNû UÉWûiÉ mÉëSÉlÉ 
MüUlÉå AÉæU sÉÊMüQûÉElÉ xÉå aÉÇpÉÏU ÃmÉ xÉå mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
Måü ÍsÉL LMü xÉUÉWûlÉÏrÉ MüÉqÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| LAÉDAÉDDL MüÉå 
aÉuÉï Wæû ÌMü SåzÉ pÉU qÉåÇ CxÉMüÐ CMüÉCrÉÉÇ UÉWûiÉ MüÉrÉÉåïÇ Måü 
qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ urÉ£ü MüU UWûÏ WæÇû| LMü mÉrÉÉïmiÉ UÉÍzÉ 
pÉÏ LMü§É MüÐ aÉD Wæû AÉæU UÉerÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÏLqÉQûÏAÉULTü MüÉå 
pÉåeÉÏ aÉD WæÇû| LAÉDAÉDDL lÉå pÉÏ mÉÏLqÉ UÉWûiÉ MüÉåwÉ qÉåÇ 
5 sÉÉZÉ ÂmÉrÉå pÉåeÉå WæÇû| sÉåÌMülÉ ÍcÉÇiÉÉLÇ rÉWû pÉÏ WæÇû ÌMü 
ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇMüOû Måü CxÉ xÉqÉrÉ qÉåÇ eÉoÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ AÉæU 
AÉÍjÉïMü SÉålÉÉåÇ xiÉUÉåÇ mÉU UÉ·í MüÉå LMüeÉÑOû UWûlÉå AÉæU xÉÇMüOû 
xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå MüÐ AÉuÉzrÉMüiÉÉ WæûL LMü LåxÉÉ uÉaÉï Wæû eÉÉå CxÉ 
qÉÑ¬å MüÉå xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü oÉlÉÉlÉå AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌuÉpÉÉÎeÉiÉ MüUlÉå 
mÉU iÉÑsÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| eÉÉå pÉÏ sÉÉåaÉ iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ eÉqÉÉiÉ qÉåÇ eÉqÉÉ 
pÉÏÄQû Måü ÍsÉL ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU WæÇûL mÉëzÉÉxÉlÉ AÉæU mÉÑÍsÉxÉ xÉÌWûiÉ 
xÉpÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü qÉÉqÉsÉÉ SeÉï ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL| 
sÉåÌMülÉ mÉÔUå xÉqÉÑSÉrÉ MüÉå MüsÉÇÌMüiÉ MüUlÉÉ xmÉ¹iÉÈ aÉsÉiÉ Wæû| 
CxÉ iÉUWû MüÐ ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉMüÉUÏ UhÉlÉÏÌiÉ AÉæU TüeÉÏï ZÉoÉUÉåÇ MüÉ 
AÌlÉrÉÇÌ§ÉiÉ mÉëxÉÉU iÉÉå MåüuÉsÉ WûqÉÉUå xÉÉqÉlÉå EmÉÎxjÉiÉ CxÉ 
ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇMüOû Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü WûqÉÉUå xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÉå MüqÉeÉÉåU 
MüU xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå CxÉ xÉÇMüOû MüÐ bÉÄQûÏ qÉåÇ 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ AÉæU UÉ·í MüÐ LMüiÉÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL LMüeÉÑOû WûÉålÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûL| WûqÉåÇ ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ Wæû ÌMü WûqÉ uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉÇMüOû MüÉå pÉÏ SÕU 
MüUåÇaÉå| WûqÉ oÉWûÉSÒU QûÊYOûUÉåÇL lÉxÉÉåïÇL AlrÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ AÉæU 
xÉæÌlÉOûUÏ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ AÉæU ´ÉÍqÉMü uÉaÉï Måü WûqÉÉUå MüD pÉÉCrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå xÉsÉÉqÉ MüUiÉå WæÇû eÉÉå AmÉlÉÏ eÉÉlÉ AÉæU xÉÑU¤ÉÉ MüÉå ZÉiÉUå 
qÉåÇ QûÉsÉMüU eÉÏuÉlÉ oÉcÉÉ UWåû WæÇû| 
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SILEnCInG VOICES THaT SPEaK                                      
FOR MaRGInaLISED

anand Teltumbde, a dalit scholar and one of 
the foremost intellectuals of the country surrendered 
before the national Investigative agency at Mumbai 
and was immediately arrested.  anand Teltumbde, 
the great grandson in law of Dr B.R.ambedkar 
ironically was arrested on 14th april when the country 
was observing the 129th birth anniversary of the 
architect of our Constitution.  Similarly Gautam 
navalka, a social activist too surrendered at Delhi 
and arrested by the nIa.  They surrendered as 
Supreme Court did not accept their anticipatory bail 
applications and asked them to surrender.  

These two social activists who speak for the 
dalits, adivasi and other marginalised sections of 
the people were arrested under the draconian 
Unlawful activities Prevention act.  They are accused 
of instigating violence during the Elgar Parishad 
meeting in Maharashtra’s Bima Koregaon on 
January 1, 2018.  They are also accused of conspiring 
to assassinate Prime Minister narendra Modi.  Earlier 
nine other social activists have been arrested by the 
Pune police and they are languishing in the jail for 
more than one year without any trial. It is pertinent to 
note that those who really perpetrated the violence 
being supporters of regime ruling the country are 
roaming scot free.

The Pune Police has failed to produce any 
credible evidence against these social activists.  This 
was pointed out in a dissenting judgement in the 
Supreme Court by Justice Chandrachud.  When the 
new government in Maharashtra decided to review 
the case, surreptitiously the union government 
handed over the case to nIa.  This is a blatant 
misuse of government machinery and speaks of 
State Vengeance against people who take up 
causes relating to poor and speak on behalf of the 
marginalised.

It is strange that an accusation as serious as the 
conspiracy to kill the Prime Minister is being treated 
so lightly by the investigating agencies.  Why the 
details of such a conspiracy are not shared with the 
nation? Why efforts are not being made for a speedy 
trial?  It appears that the government just want to 
silence their voices and break their will by invoking 
draconian acts where they will not even get the 
bail.  Today the terms Urban naxals and tukde tukde 
gang are freely used by the highest functionaries in 
the government.  But strangely the Home Ministry in 
a reply to the RTI concede that they do not have 
any information as to who are the Urban naxals and 
who constitute the tukde tukde gang.  

WûÉÍzÉL Måü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL oÉÉåsÉiÉÏ 
AÉuÉÉeÉÉåÇ MüÉå qÉÉælÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ

AÉlÉÇS iÉåsÉiÉÑqoÉQåû, LMü SÍsÉiÉ ÌuÉ²ÉlÉ AÉæU SåzÉ Måü AaÉëhÉÏ 
oÉÑÎ®eÉÏÌuÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉå LMü lÉå qÉÑÇoÉD qÉåÇ UÉ·íÏrÉ eÉÉÇcÉ LeÉåÇxÉÏ Måü 
xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉiqÉxÉqÉmÉïhÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU ExÉå iÉÑUÇiÉ ÌaÉUniÉÉU MüU 
ÍsÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| AÉlÉÇS iÉåsÉiÉÑqoÉQåû, QûÊ oÉÏ AÉU AÇoÉåQûMüU MüÐ mÉÉæ§ÉÏ 
Måü mÉÌiÉ, MüÉå 14 AmÉëæsÉ MüÉå ÌaÉUniÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ eÉoÉ SåzÉ 
WûqÉÉUå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ Måü uÉÉxiÉÑMüÉU MüÐ 129 uÉÏÇ eÉrÉÇiÉÏ qÉlÉÉ UWûÉ 
jÉÉ| CxÉÏ iÉUWû LMü xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü MüÉrÉïMüiÉÉï aÉÉæiÉqÉ lÉuÉsÉMüÉ lÉå 
pÉÏ ÌSssÉÏ qÉåÇ AÉiqÉxÉqÉmÉïhÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU LlÉAÉDL ²ÉUÉ 
ÌaÉUniÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå AÉiqÉxÉqÉmÉïhÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ YrÉÉåÇÌMü 
xÉÑmÉëÏqÉ MüÉåOïû lÉå ElÉMüÐ AÌaÉëqÉ eÉqÉÉlÉiÉ AeÉÏï xuÉÏMüÉU lÉWûÏÇ 
MüÐ jÉÏ AÉæU ElWåÇû AÉiqÉxÉqÉmÉïhÉ MüUlÉå MüÉå MüWûÉ jÉÉ|

rÉå SÉå xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü MüÉrÉïMüiÉÉï eÉÉå SÍsÉiÉÉåÇ, AÉÌSuÉÉÍxÉrÉÉåÇ 
AÉæU AlrÉ WûÉÍzÉL Måü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü uÉaÉÉåïÇ Måü ÍsÉL oÉÉåsÉiÉå WæÇû 
ElWåÇû aÉæUMüÉlÉÔlÉÏ aÉæUMüÉlÉÔlÉÏ aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉ UÉåMüjÉÉqÉ AÍkÉÌlÉrÉqÉ Måü 
iÉWûiÉ ÌaÉUniÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| ElÉ mÉU 1 eÉlÉuÉUÏ 2018 MüÉå 
qÉWûÉUÉ·í Måü ÌoÉqÉÉ MüÉåUåaÉÉÇuÉ qÉåÇ LsaÉU mÉËUwÉS MüÐ oÉæPûMü Måü 
SÉæUÉlÉ ÌWÇûxÉÉ pÉÄQûMüÉlÉå MüÉ AÉUÉåmÉ Wæû| ElÉ mÉU mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉUåÇSì 
qÉÉåSÏ MüÐ WûirÉÉ MüÐ xÉÉÎeÉzÉ UcÉlÉå MüÉ pÉÏ AÉUÉåmÉ Wæû| CxÉxÉå 
mÉWûsÉå lÉÉæ AlrÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü MüÉrÉïMüiÉÉïAÉåÇ MüÉå mÉÑhÉå mÉÑÍsÉxÉ 
lÉå ÌaÉUniÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ Wæû AÉæU uÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ qÉÑMüSqÉå Måü LMü 

xÉÉsÉ xÉå AÍkÉMü xÉqÉrÉ xÉå eÉåsÉ qÉåÇ oÉÇS WæÇû| rÉWûÉð rÉWû oÉÉiÉ 
pÉÏ mÉëÉxÉÇÌaÉMü Wæû ÌMü ÎeÉlÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå SåzÉ Måü zÉÉxÉMü uÉaÉï 
Måü xÉqÉjÉïMü WûÉåiÉå WÒûL uÉÉxiÉuÉ qÉåÇ ÌWÇûxÉÉ MüÉå pÉÄQûMüÉrÉÉ  uÉå 
xuÉiÉÇ§É ÃmÉ xÉå bÉÔqÉ UWåû WæÇû| 

mÉÑhÉå mÉÑÍsÉxÉ ClÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü MüÉrÉïMüiÉÉïAÉåÇ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 
MüÉåD pÉÏ ÌuÉµÉxÉlÉÏrÉ xÉoÉÔiÉ mÉåzÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ ÌuÉTüsÉ UWûÏ Wæû| 
rÉWû lrÉÉrÉqÉÔÌiÉï cÉÇSìcÉÔÄQû ²ÉUÉ xÉuÉÉåïŠ lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ qÉåÇ LMü 
qÉiÉpÉåSmÉÔhÉï ÌlÉhÉïrÉ qÉåÇ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| eÉoÉ qÉWûÉUÉ·í qÉåÇ lÉD 
xÉUMüÉU lÉå CxÉ qÉÉqÉsÉå MüÐ xÉqÉÏ¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
iÉÉå MåÇüSì xÉUMüÉU lÉå cÉÑmÉMåü xÉå CxÉ qÉÉqÉsÉå MüÉå LlÉAÉDL 
MüÉå xÉÉæÇmÉ ÌSrÉÉ| rÉWû xÉUMüÉUÏ iÉÇ§É MüÉ bÉÉåU SÒÂmÉrÉÉåaÉ Wæû AÉæU 
LåxÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉëÌiÉzÉÉåkÉÉiqÉMü UuÉærÉå 
MüÉå ÌSZÉÉiÉÉ Wæû eÉÉå aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ xÉå xÉÇoÉÇÍkÉiÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå EPûÉiÉå WæÇû 
AÉæU WûÉÍzÉL mÉå mÉÄQåû sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉåU xÉå oÉÉåsÉiÉå WæÇû|

rÉWû AeÉÏoÉ Wæû ÌMü LåxÉå AÉUÉåmÉÉåÇ iÉMü MüÉå ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ 
mÉëkÉÉlÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÉå qÉÉUlÉå MüÐ xÉÉÎeÉzÉ eÉæxÉå aÉÇpÉÏU AÉUÉåmÉ 
sÉaÉÉL aÉL WæÇû eÉÉÇcÉ LeÉåÇÍxÉrÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ CiÉlÉå WûsMåü RÇûaÉ xÉå 
ÍsÉrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| LåxÉÏ xÉÉÎeÉzÉ MüÉ ÌuÉuÉUhÉ UÉ·í Måü xÉÉjÉ 

�
 
�

�
 
�
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In the last few years there is a systematic attack 
on democracy and democratic rights.  Dissent is 
treated as treason.  Persons speaking against the 
Prime Minister or some Chief Ministers are charged 
with sedition.  any person who does not agree with 
the government is easily branded as anti-national.  
not surprisingly, India’s standing in the Global 
Democracy Index has fallen 10 places to stand at 51 
position.  The arrest of anand Teltumbde and others 
on frivolous charges is an attack on democracy and 
democratic rights.  It is necessary to stand with those 
who are falsely accused through misuse of State 
machinery. We must demand a speedy and fair 
trial so that these social activists if proved not guilty 
can be freed early. It is unnecessary to emphasise 
the need to defend democracy and prevent the 
country from falling into authoritarianism which will 
be dangerous to not only the constitutional rights of 
the people but also the national interests. 

xÉÉfÉÉ YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæ "xmÉÏQûÏ OíûÉrÉsÉ Måü ÍsÉL 
mÉërÉÉxÉ YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMüL eÉÉ UWåû Wæ" LåxÉÉ mÉëiÉÏiÉ WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü 
xÉUMüÉU ÍxÉTïü ElÉMüÐ AÉuÉÉÄeÉ MüÉå zÉÉÇiÉ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉÏ Wæû 
AÉæU LåxÉÏ MüPûÉåU kÉÉUÉAÉåÇ MüÉå sÉaÉÉMüU eÉWûÉÇ ElWåÇû eÉqÉÉlÉiÉ 
iÉMü pÉÏ lÉ ÍqÉsÉå LElÉMåü WûÉæxÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉå iÉÉåQûlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉÏ Wæû| 
AÉeÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü EŠ mÉSxjÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ 
pÉÏ AoÉïlÉ lÉYxÉsÉ AÉæU OÒûMüÄQåû OÒûMüÄQåû aÉæÇaÉ eÉæxÉÏ zÉoSÉuÉsÉÏ 
MüÉ mÉërÉÉåaÉ ZÉÑsÉ MüU ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ AÉ¶ÉrÉïeÉlÉMü 
ÃmÉ xÉå aÉ×Wû qÉÇ§ÉÉsÉrÉ lÉå AÉUOûÏAÉD Måü eÉuÉÉoÉ qÉåÇ MüWûÉ 
ÌMü ElWåÇû CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÐ MüÉåD eÉÉlÉMüÉUÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû ÌMü AoÉïlÉ 
lÉYxÉsÉÏ MüÉælÉ WæÇû AÉæU OÒûMüQåû OÒûMüQåû aÉæÇaÉ MüÉælÉ WæÇû|

ÌmÉNûsÉå MÑüNû uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É AÉæU sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü 
AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ mÉU LMü urÉuÉÎxjÉiÉ WûqÉsÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüÉå 
UÉeÉSìÉåWû qÉÉlÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| mÉëkÉÉlÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ rÉÉ MÑüNû qÉÑZrÉqÉÇÌ§ÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü oÉÉåsÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå urÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ mÉU SåzÉSìÉåWû MüÉ AÉUÉåmÉ 
sÉaÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| MüÉåD pÉÏ urÉÌ£ü eÉÉå xÉUMüÉU xÉå xÉWûqÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
WæûL ExÉå AÉxÉÉlÉÏ xÉå UÉ·í.ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ MüUÉU ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| ÌTüU 
MüÉåD AÉ¶ÉrÉï lÉWûÏÇ UWû eÉÉiÉÉ  ÌMü asÉÉåoÉsÉ QåûqÉÉå¢åüxÉÏ CÇQåûYxÉ 
qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ MüÉ xjÉÉlÉ SxÉ xjÉÉlÉ ÌaÉUMüU 51uÉÏÇ mÉÉrÉSÉlÉ mÉU 
AÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| AÉlÉÇS iÉåsÉiÉÑqoÉQåû AÉæU AlrÉ MüÐ oÉåWÕûSÉ AÉUÉåmÉÉåÇ 
mÉU ÌaÉUniÉÉUÏ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É AÉæU sÉÉåMüiÉÉÇÌ§ÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ mÉU 
WûqÉsÉÉ Wæû| ElÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ ZÉÄQûÉ WûÉålÉÉ AÉuÉzrÉMü Wæû 
ÎeÉlÉMüÉå UÉerÉ xÉ¨ÉÉ MüÐ qÉzÉÏlÉUÏ Måü SÒÂmÉrÉÉåaÉ Måü qÉÉkrÉqÉ 
xÉå aÉsÉiÉ iÉUÏMåü xÉå AÉUÉåÌmÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| WûqÉåÇ zÉÏbÉë AÉæU 
ÌlÉwmÉ¤É xÉÑlÉuÉÉD MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUlÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL iÉÉÌMü SÉåwÉÏ xÉÉÌoÉiÉ 
lÉ WûÉålÉå mÉU ClÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü MüÉrÉïMüiÉÉïAÉåÇ MüÉå eÉsS qÉÑ£ü 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMåü| AoÉ CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÉå oÉiÉÉlÉå MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû ÌMü sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉ oÉcÉÉuÉ AÉæU SåzÉ MüÉå AÍkÉlÉÉrÉMüuÉÉS 
qÉåÇ ÌaÉUlÉå xÉå UÉåMülÉå Måü ÍsÉL eÉÉåU SålÉÉ AÉuÉzrÉMü Wæû AÉæU 
LåxÉÉ lÉ MüUlÉÉ lÉ MåüuÉsÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ 
oÉÎsMü UÉ·íÏrÉ ÌWûiÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL pÉÏ ZÉiÉUlÉÉMü WûÉåaÉÉ| 

�
 
�

�
 
� The COVID-19 pandemic has wrought havoc on 

the life and living of the people. It has created 
unprecedented health and economic crises. 
While infecting over 16000 people as we write this 
reportage, it has claimed over 500 lives. The poor, 
unorganised and downtrodden section of Indian 
society has had to bear the brunt of the Corona 
induced lockdown. Migrant labourers- thrown out 
of jobs, homes and a livelihood- have been the 
worst sufferers. Women and children belonging 
to the underprivileged section have faced the 
toughest time ever. Government assistance 
that is coming in dribs and drabs is found to be 
woefully inadequate compared to the scale of 
the crisis. as a class organisation conscious of its 
social responsibilities, the aIIEa had given a call 
for liberal contributions from the employees to 
extend solidarity to the poor and needy. We are 
happy to inform that the response to aIIEa’s call 
has been overwhelming throughout the country. 
True to the traditions of the aIIEa, our units have 
been showing their firm commitment to stand by 
the poor and destitute even in today’s trying times. 

The units of aIIEa from all over India have 
already remitted over Rs.3.56 crore to their 
respective Chief Minister’s Relief Funds, over 
and above the Rs.5 lacs remitted by aIIEa to 
the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund. We are proud 
to inform that our comrades from the state of 
Kerala have been the biggest contributor thus 
far, having already remitted Rs.1.40 crore to the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund, followed by units of 
Tamil nadu with a contribution of Rs.80.56 lakh. 
We would like to make a special mention here of 
Kozhikode division which has contributed Rs.58.29 
lacs till now. Many comrades of the Division 
have contributed amounts equal to their one 
month’s Gross Salary in the range of Rs.80,000-
Rs.90,000. That is truly amazing! Thrissur, Kottayam, 
Ernakulam and Coimbatore Divisions in South 
Zone have each contributed more than Rs.20 
lacs till now. The total collections in South Zone, 

Contribution being handed over to  

Transport Minister,AP; 



In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W
o
r
k
e
r

MAY 2020 7

OVERWHELMInG  RESPOnSE                         
TO aIIEa’S CaLL FOR RELIEF

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS EXCEED RS.4 CRORE AS OF NOW

KERALA UNITS CONTRIBUTE MASSIVELY
UNITS PROVIDING SUCCOUR TO THE NEEDY ACROSS INDIA

Shreekant Mishra
South Central Zone, Central Zone, northern Zone, 
Eastern Zone, north Central Zone, Western Zone 
and East Central Zone thus far have been Rs.2.50 
crore, Rs.33 lacs, Rs.11.85 lacs, Rs.30 lacs, Rs.10.54 
lacs, Rs.9.50 lacs, Rs.11.11 lacs and Rs.6.42 lacs 
respectively. The collections are continuing. Our 
units in general insurance sector have already 
mobilised contributions in excess of Rs.9 lacs. It is 
to be appreciated that the contributions would 
certainly have been much more than this had 
there been ways and means of personal contact 
with the employees. In the absence of personal 
contacts, the units experimented with the method 
of collection through net banking. This has been a 
very successful experiment. We are confident that 
the collections would surge once our offices open 
and employees start attending offices regularly.

We are proud to inform that apart from 
mobilising financial contributions, our comrades 
across the country are doing some wonderful 
work in providing relief to those severely impacted 
by the present-day crisis. It is indeed great 
to see our comrades helping the poor and 
unorganised risking their own safety. From Varanasi 
to Bangalore, from Raipur to Rajahmundry, from 
Hyderabad- Secunderabad to allahabad, from 
Kanpur to Machilipatnam, from Meerut to Bhopal, 
from Chennai to Tirunelveli, from nashik to Kadapa 

everywhere our comrades can be seen to be 
helping the poor and needy among the working 
people of India. 

Rajahmundry Divisional Unit has done an 
excellent work involving all the 13 branch units 
under the Division. an amount of Rs.4.5 lakh has 
been collected as donations. Groceries and 
essential items were distributed to around 500 
families. Food items were also distributed among 
the migrant workers from Bihar, West Bengal 
and Odisha. More than 100 comrades including 
women comrades participated in this activity. Our 
comrades of Bangalore, both in life and general 
sectors, along with the CITU distributed some 18 
essential grocery items among Hamali workers of 
aPMC Yard and among poor domestic workers 
of Basavanagudi and contract workers of BSnL. 
They are continuing with the relief work and 
LIC Class I Officers’ Association, Bangalore has 
also joined the effort.  Machilipatnam Divisional 
unit has also been doing a commendable 
work. They have carried out relief activities at 
Machilipatnam, Vijayawada, Guntur, Gudiwada, 
Tenali and Repalle distributing essential groceries 
to various sections of the unorganised workers. 
Machilipatnam has also handed over a DD of 
Rs.100000 to Sri Perni nani, Minister for Transport 
of aP. Mysore Divisional Unit along with CITU, 

Com D.Suresh, second from right as part of Team 

supervising supply of cooked food, Bangalore 

SZIEF donates medical equipments to 

Chennai Stanley Government Hospital
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ICPa and BRGIEa has taken up the relief work in 
a big way. They distributed essential items among 
poor families in Mandya, Kollegal and Maddur. 
Our comrades in Karimnagar, Kadapa, nellore, 
Vishakhapatnam etc. are doing yeoman service in 
providing food to the poor and downtrodden. The 
Divisional Units of Hyderabad and Secunderabad 
have collectively mobilised around Rs.6 lacs 
and have taken up relief work in right earnest. 
Karimnagar handed over a cheque of Rs 3 lakhs 
towards CMDRF to Gangula Kamalkar, Minister, 
Telengana. 

Our units in South Zone have been doing 
a fantastic job. apart from huge contributions 
to CM Relief Funds in Tamil nadu, Kerala and 
Puduchhery they have also provided direct relief 
to the tune of over Rs.25 lakhs. The SZIEF donated 
medical equipments like PPE Kits, Larygoscope 
Blades, BVF Filters, Stillets, Shields etc. worth Rs.1.77 
lacs to Chennai Stanley Government Hospital. 
Immediately after the announcement of the 
lockdown, our units in Chennai, Coimbatore, 
Madurai and Tirunelveli extended monetary 
assistance worth Rs.5.86 lacs to the Sweepers, 
Scavengers, Security personnel and Temporary 
employees. This apart, units like Chennai, Vellore, 
Salem, Coimbatore, Madurai, Tirunelveli etc. also 
undertook relief distribution work on a massive 
scale.

The leadership of WZIEa met Sri Vijay Rupani, 
Chief Minister of Gujarat on 13th april 2020 and 
handed over a Cheque of Rs.5,55,555 towards 
the CM Relief Fund. at  Mumbai,  a cheque of 
Rs.5,55,555 was handed over to the Transport 
Minister Sri anil Parab. Our comrades in Surat, 
Gandhinagar, Rajkot, Bhavnagar, nashik, Pune, 
Satara and nagpur are actively involved in the 
relief activities along with organisations like CITU 
and different religious trusts. Ludhiana Divisional 
Unit of nZIEa met Sri Bharat Bhusan Sahu, Cabinet 
Minister of Punjab and handed over a cheque 
of Rs.1,85,064/- towards the CM Relief Fund. 
Jalandhar and Rohtak have remitted Rs.345351 
and Rs.300000 to the Punjab and Haryana CMDRF 
respectively. Our units in Jaipur and Ludhiana 
are involved in relief activities in co-ordination 
with other organisations. Despite the fact that 
Delhi is reeling under the COVID attack, our units 
are distributing food and other essential items 
among the poor and destitute. Our comrades 
in Raipur and Bhopal under Central Zone are 
actively involved with other trade unions in running 
community kitchens and providing food to the 
slum dwellers and other poorer sections. Divisional 
Units under Eastern Zone are also in the thick of 
activities. Kolkata Metropolitan Division I (KDLIEa) 
undertook relief work by distributing food items to 
750 poor and needy people in association with 

Contribution being handed over to Chief Minister, Gujarat & Transport Minister, Maharashtra

Ludhiana - donation cheque handed over to Minister, Punjab 
Com Gopal Rana (extreme left) 

arranging blood donation for patients



In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W
o
r
k
e
r

MAY 2020 9

CITU. Jalpaiguri Divisional Unit distributed masks, 
hand sanitizer and gloves among 3700 aSHa 
workers. Jalpaiguri also sent the first instalment of 
Rs.250000 to West Bengal CMDRF.  Coochbehar 
and alipurduar branch units of the Division also 
undertook relief efforts. Raghunathpur branch 
under asansol Division distributed food items to the 
poor people of their locality. Kolkata Metropolitan 
Division II (KMDO II) and Howrah Divisional unit also 
took up relief activity in a big way. Our comrades 
of Cuttack and Dhanbad under East Central Zone 
distributed relief materials among construction 
workers and migrant labourers along with the CITU. 
Cuttack has so far sent Rs.150000 to the Odisha 
CMDRF. Six to seven divisional units under north 
Central Zone are actively involved with some 
voluntary organisations in running community 
kitchens for the poor and marginalised. Our units 
in Meerut and allahabad are providing food on a 
regular basis to the construction workers and poor 
jobless workers. The nCZIEF has sent a donation 
of Rs 100000 to the UP CMDRF and Rs.50000 to 
Uttarkhand CMDRF.

Our units in General Sector are also doing 
an extremely good job. HRGIEa and CHRGIEa 
are in the forefront insofar as distributing relief is 
concerned. Relief works are being carried out 
by Chennai, Madurai, Hyderabad, north East, 
Bangalore Regions and West Bengal State Unit. 

Contributions being handed over to Chief Minister, Puducherry

Our units have distributed Relief 
materials worth Rs.17.5 lakh. The 
CHRGIEa has experimented 
with an innovative idea which 
is not only commendable but 
worthy of emulation. They have 
pooled funds from employees, 
their friends and relatives (some 
of them even nRIs) and have 
been successful in taking food 
to the doorsteps of around 800 
families of poor street vendors, 
rickshaw pullers, para medical 
staff and other unorganised 
sector workers. The cost of each 

packet of delivered food items works out to 
Rs.1000 approximately. What is innovative is that 
they have collaborated with six shops who take 
the trouble of delivering the food right at the 
doorstep of the beneficiaries and the contributors 
(including nRIs) remit their amounts directly to the 
account of the shops by way of nEFT/RTGS.

apart from our units, there are many comrades 
and their family members who have been doing 
extremely hard work in their individual capacities to 
mobilise funds and distribute relief among the poor 
and needy. The aIIEa is proud of these comrades 
and their family members. Com D.Suresh and 
some other comrades of Bangalore are working 
as volunteers for cooked food distribution to over 
1 lakh workers in collaboration with the Labour 
Department of Karnataka.  Com Gopal Rana, 
Joint Secretary of Ludhiana along with his friends is 
doing a commendable job in supplying safety kits 
to the health workers, arranging blood donation 
camps and supplying cooked food for needy 
families.  There are inspiring reports like Com Faquir 
Chand working as Sweeper-cum-attendant in 
Rampura phul Branch of Ludhiana investing his 
entire month’s salary to supply fodder and water 
to the wandering animals. There are numerous 
stories relating to the humanitarian intervention of 
our units and members in the entire country during 

this great humanitarian crisis. Since 
extraordinary situations demand 
extraordinary responses, we are 
happy to note that the response of 
our units and comrades is nothing 
less than extraordinary. 

The aIIEa conveys its warmest 
greetings and deep sense of 
gratitude to our comrades across 
India and hopes that we shall 
work tirelessly to help the poor 
and marginalised till the situation 
stabilises.

ICEU, Karimnagar handing over donation to Sri 

Gangula Kamalakar, Minister ,Telengana
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May Day signifies the sacrifices of the workers 
throughout the world.  The rights of the 

working class could not be earned with ease.  
The working class had to struggle a lot to earn 
its rights, even shedding its blood.  It was the 
struggle of the workers in Chicago on May 1, 1886 
demanding 8 hour work which was instrumental to 
the struggles of the working class in the decades 
to come.This year, when we celebrate the 134th 
May Day on 1st of May 2020, the entire world is 
under the grip of COVID 19 Coronavirus which is 
causing the loss of precious human lives.  India 
is not an exception to this.  The working class is 
the most vulnerable section to this Pandemic. In 
India the 21 day lockdown was imposed without 
much planning and preparedness leading to 
unimaginable miseries for the migrant and poor 
labour across the country and dire consequences 
for the economy.  

The Economic Reactions to the Pandemic
The Pandemic has already started impacting 

the economies of countries around the world.  The 
US economy sheds jobs for the first time since 2010.  
Forecasting firm Oxford Economics is predicting 
a 16% unemployment rate by May with the loss 
of 27.9 million jobs, more than double the 8.7 
million jobs cut during the 2007-09 recession and 
its aftermath. If the unemployment climbs above 
15%, it would be the highest on record since 1940.  
Writing in the Guardian, the economist David 
Blanchflower, said UK unemployment could 
rapidly rise to more than 6 million people, around 

21% of the entire workforce.  Unemployment 
across the atlantic could reach 52.8 million, 
around 32% of the workforce.

In its preliminary assessment report titled 
“COVID 19 and World of Work: Impacts and 
Responses”, the ILO calls for urgent, largescale 
and coordinated measures across three pillars – 
Protecting Workers in the Work Place, Stimulating 
the economy and employment, and supporting 
jobs and incomes.  The ILO said these measures 
include extending social protection, supporting 
employment retention(i.e. short time work, paid 
leave, other subsidies), and financial and tax 
relief, including for Micro, Small and Medium sized 
enterprises. The note said that falls in employment 
also meant large income losses for workers to 
the tune of between USD 860 billion and USD 
3.4 trillion by the end of 2020.  This will translate 
in to fall in consumption of goods and services, 
in turn affecting the prospects of businesses and 
economies.

Unprepared India – Consequences Galore
India’s jobless rate climbed to 23.4% for the 

week ended april 5. Moodys’ Investor service, 
on March 27, sharply slashed its projection for 
India’s GDP growth for 2020 from 5.3% to 2.5%.  
The markdown was the second in 10 days after 
the imposition of lockdown. 

The Pandemic has led to global concerns 
about the state of agriculture and food security.  
The Food and agriculture Organisation has 
warned of a food crisis, if countries do not 

AT THE TIME OF
 A PANDEMIC

The working class is the wheels of the economy.  Those wheels have to move, 
to push the economy forward.  The working class has to be protected at this 
hour of crisis to protect and improve the economy and ensure growth. The 
crisis has brought the limitations of capitalism.  This exploitative order has to be 
replaced by a system that places the people in the centre of development 
rather the insatiable greed of the capitalists. This should be the message of 
May Day 2020.

S.SIVaSUBRaManIan
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protect vulnerable people from hunger and 
malnourishment.  The prolonged lockdown will 
increase the miseries of the farmers and farm-
workers.  The rabi harvest is to start in the month of 
april 2020.  The harvesting and marketing of crops 
are likely to become a big crisis during this period 
because of 1) shortage of workers to harvest 
the rabi crops; 2) disruptions in the collection of 
harvests from farmers by traders 3) shortage of 
truck drivers to carry them across the country 
4) blockades of transport of  commodities and 
5) shutdown in the retail markets.  a prolonged 
lockdown may result in rise in the prices of 
essential commodities due to hoarding and the 
reasons cited above.

 according to a Report in Frontline(april 24, 
2020) of the 460 – 470 million workers in India, about 
369 million (more than three fourth) are engaged 
in agriculture or work in micro, medium and small 
enterprises(MSMEs) employing 10 workers each. 
Of the remaining, more than half are temporary 
or casual workers in the organised sector.  Over 
half of India’s daily wage and migrant population 
earns just Rs.200 – Rs.400 a day, much below the 
prescribed minimum wage of Rs.692/-, Rs.625/- 
and 571/- for skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled 
workers respectively.  The loss of even this barest 
wages is proving to be a catastrophic one.  Over 
80% of the country’s migrant and daily wage 
population fears it will run out of food before the 
end of the lockdown on april 14( later extended 
upto May 3) The workers who have lost jobs 
suddenly on the announcement of the lockdown 
may again return to the centres where they have 
worked previously in search of jobs, once the 
lockdown is over.  There are all possibilities that 
India’s army of reserved labour force is going to 
increase in the coming days immediately after 
the lockdown is over.

aids and its Inadequacies
Many countries around the world have 

announced aids and concessions to the workers 
in various forms i.e. assistance in the form of 
cash aid and assistance to the companies in 
which they work.  USa has announced $3.5 
billion package which is Rs.2,67,46,650 Crores.  
Each adult american is provided with $1200 and 
each child $500 if their income is below $9000.  
Jobless persons are to be provided additional 
$600 per week.  Denmark’s government has 
announced moves to cover 75% of wage bills 
helping companies struggling in the face of a 
slowing economy caused by the virus.  France, 
UK, netherlands and many other countries have 
also announced relief measures.

The Government of India has announced 
a Rs.1.7 lakh crore package which includes an 
additional 5 kg grain a month for the next three 
months under the PDS; Rs.500/- a month for the next 
three months for women holding Jan Dhan Yojana 
accounts; three months Pension in advance to 
widows, senior citizens and the differently abled 
and a little hike in wages for MGnREGa workers.  
The stimulus package in no way addresses the 
crisis forced upon the millions.  There are huge 
dues under the MGnREGa Scheme to the tune of 
Rs.11,499 crores out of which the government has 
released an amount of Rs.4,431/- only after the 
lockdown was announced.  The paltry increase of 
Rs.20/- in MGnREGa wages(the national average 
wage under MGnREGa has been increased from 
Rs.182/- to Rs.202/- per person) and the transfer 
of Rs.1500/- over three months via Jan Dhan 
accounts will barely compensate for the forced 
loss of jobs.  The system prevails also excludes a 
large proportion of workers from the relief. Many 
of the workers are unaware of the relief measures 
and how to access them.  In the eventuality of 
the lockdown being extended, many are barely 
having enough money to support the basic 
household expenses.  Several migrant workers 
also have debts to repay, which are an additional 
burden on those who lost their regular income.

What is needed at this hour
Even before the threat of this Pandemic, 

the Indian economy has been slowing down for 
the last few years. Therefore, the government 
should make an effective intervention by way 
of taking up appropriate measures to revive the 
economy.  The government has to increase its 
Public Expenditure.  The Federal structure of the 
country demands close cooperation between 
the Centre and the States.  The States have 
greater responsibility in implementing lockdown, 
stopping the spread of virus and taking care 
of migrant workers.  It is learnt that a number 
of States have written to the Union Finance 
Ministry requesting it to release immediately 
Rs.40,000 crores being the Goods and Services 
Tax Compensation to the States which is due 
for the last more than four months.This has to be 
released immediately to ease the burden of the 
States in reviving the economic activities. The 
huge reserves accumulated through taxes and 
cess on oil should be utilised for stimulating the 
economy.  Large projects can be taken up by 
the government itself instead of giving them to 
the big business and Corporates.  The neo-liberal 
policies, which are inimical to the welfare of the 
people and the sovereignty of the country, should 
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be abandoned.  The Pandemic has exposed 
the inadequate health care in this country.  at 
least hereafter the right to health and a healthy 
life should become the basic rights of the Indian 
citizens and allocations towards the Public 
Health system should be improved.  Peace and 
tranquillity are the basic requirements for any 
society to develop.  The divisive attempts should 
be stopped and curbed.The people of India 
have to unitedly fight against the economic 
consequences of the Pandemic as they have 
shown their unity in the fight against the COVID 
19 Coronavirus.  

The working class of this country is the wheels 
of the Indian economy.  Those wheels have 
to move, to push the economy forward.  The 
working class has to be protected at this hour 
of crisis to protect and improve the economy 
and ensure growth. The crisis has brought the 
limitations of capitalism.  This exploitative order 
has to be replaced by a system that places the 
people in the centre of development rather the 
insatiable greed of the capitalists. This should be 
the message of May Day 2020.

(Writer is Treasurer of SZIEF)

WFTU poster for MAY DAY 2020

april 7th                         

The entire planet is deeply immersed in the 
coronavirus pandemic. To this day, there are 

921,002 infected and 46,153 dead, according to 
official data.

The situation is tragic on all continents. 
Thousands of families mourn their dead, hundreds 
of thousands suffer from the disease and millions 
of people live with anxiety and fear. We express 
to all of them our solidarity.

Monopoly and transnational groups are 
making use of the pandemic, laying off workers 
or limiting their rights. Many governments, 
taking advantage of the coronavirus, prohibit 
democratic and trade union rights. Their objective 
is to track the movements and activities of 
citizens by electronic means. It has been proven 
at a global level that freedoms have been 
jeopardized in the wake of the pandemic.

This situation has once again exposed the 
barbarism of the exploitative social system in 
which we live, as well as its inability to face the 
crises in favor of the peoples.

no matter  how hard the capi ta l i s t 
governments, the bourgeois class and the leaders 
of the reformist unionism try to obscure the truth 
and hide the responsibilities of the capitalist 
system, they will not succeed.

They will not be able to put the people’s minds 
in quarantine. They will not make it to prohibit the 
minds of simple people from thinking and judging, 
from drawing conclusions according to their own 
experience.

Ôhe conditions in which we live during this 
period demonstrate that:

FIRST: The moral superiority of the working class 
against the parasitism of the ruling class is confirmed 
once again. While parasites speculate, workers 
risk their lives in the front line of the pandemic fire, 
producing all the essentials for life. While powerful 
industrialists, kings, cardinals are hiding in their 
palaces, the manual and intellectual workers 
are struggling on the front line to produce food, 
medicine, transport, cleaning, communications, 
energy and everything necessary to make life 
possible. The poor peasantry, along with the 
popular strata, contribute to the effort to continue 
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We demand free and public health for all
 George Mavrikos, General Secretary, WFTU

The King is naked .The pandemic stripped capitalism naked, removing its mask 
and fancy clothes.So today, the duty of all militants is more necessary, more ur-
gent. We must unite the workers and the peoples for a society without capitalists 
and capitalist exploitation. all the workers, together, we can do it. 

the production of goods.
On the other side, one can see the ruling class 

which is speculating. Ruthless and inhuman, it is 
taking advantage of the pandemic, increasing 
prices, stealing from the pockets of simple people, 
hiding products in order to generate artificial 
shortages. as in wars, in crises too, they only 
believe in one god: profit.

On the one hand, then, one can see the 
working class with its allies and, on the other, the 
bourgeoisie with its instruments. Two worlds. Two 
ethics.

SECOnD: Who bears the full burden of 
treatment and healing? The private or public 
sector? In many European countries, simple 
people, in their despair, came out on their 
balconies to applaud the heroes of public 
health, public hospitals, scientists of public health 
structures. This slandered public system, these 
slandered doctors and nurses as well as the 
entire staff are waging an unequal fight. They are 
waging an unequal fight because all those who 
have been barking for years asking for “less state 
and privatizations”, both social democratic and 
neo-conservative governments, with their policies 
have deprived the public sector of human 
resources and equipment.

Even so, this public health sector, this 
abandoned sector, fights today like an invincible 
army; many times without weapons, without 
individual protection, but with courage. Until 
today, 61 doctors in Italy got sick and lost their 
lives, they died in the first line of this unequal 
struggle. The same happens in Spain, France, 
Greece and the USa …

On the other side one can see speculators 
from private monopoly groups who steal from 
the public sector, who sell their hospital beds and 
virus tests at over-expensive prices, exploit the 
suffering of ordinary people and stain their profits 
with blood, in collusion with the governments.

 THIRD: This crisis highlighted the truth once 
more; that is to say that only between workers 
and peoples can authentic, sincere solidarity 
and support develop. The example of the heroic 
Cuba that sent 60 doctors to the north of Italy, in 

the heat of the battle, is an opportunity for the 
peoples to seriously think and evaluate. On the 
day that Cuban doctors arrived in Italy, Germany 
refused to send medical machines to Italy, Italy 
prohibited exports to Greece, Spain did the same, 
the US state of California refused to sell masks 
to new York, other US states had been hiding 
medical ventilators etc.

During the summit of the European Union 
leaders on March 26, 2020, a group of countries 
(Germany, the netherlands) said no to measures 
requested by countries with a large death toll 
such as Spain, Italy and France.

Capitalism is a jungle, with predatory alliances 
and dogfights…

a dog-eat-dog world…
On the other side one can see the humanity 

and solidarity that only workers and socialist 
society can display.

FOURTH: The pandemic, with the data 
available to date, strips the USa policy bare; 
the policies of a country that is at the top of the 
imperialist pyramid. USa admirers worldwide now 
see their admiration turn to disappointment.

This country has endless missiles, fighter jets, 
submarines and mercenaries.

But what do they have when it comes to 
masks?

Medical ventilators?
Public hospitals?
Social Security?
Hospital beds available for poor people?
There are huge shortages in all of this. now 

they are requesting medical supplies from the 
People’s Republic of China and the Russian 
Federation.

The United States is the country with the worst 
healthcare system for the poor, the unemployed, 
and the economically weak. The worst in the 
world!

 ` nothing is free in their hospitals. One must 
pay for everything and, in fact, at very high 
prices for everyone, without exceptions.

 ` There are 28 million uninsured people
 ` 33 million people are underinsured.
 ` There are 8 million people who, although 
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they pay their taxes, do not have legal 
documents.

 ` Unemployed, elderly, and low-income 
people receive basic assistance only if the 
application they must submit is approved.
 ` and, while the popular strata in the USa 

suffer the pandemic and the policies of their 
government, President Trump announced a 
package of measures of 500 billion dollars for the 
strengthening of monopoly groups. In addition, 
packages of $ 29 billion were announced for 
airlines, $ 17 billion for security companies etc. at 
the same time, the gun lobby in the USA has filed a 
lawsuit so that gun stores continue their operation. 
In a country where, according to official data, in 
2019, 40,100 people have lost their lives to guns, 
of which 24,100 have been suicides.

In this regard, capitalists in the USa, Brazil, 
the United Kingdom and other countries of 
northern Europe increase their pressure in order 
to make all companies work, arguing that no 
protection measures are necessary. The economy 
is everything, the life and health of workers is 
nothing. It is this strategy that statements like those 
of Trump, Bolsonaro and Boris Johnson serve, who 
affirmed that in a few days they would get rid of 
the pandemic.

FIFTH: The inter-imperialist antagonisms for 
the production of the vaccine and effective 
medicines against the coronavirus are showing 
the true face of the transnational corporations. 
When it comes to jointly deciding on anti-labor 
measures and anti-worker policies they unite 
against their common enemy, the workers and 
their struggles. But when it comes to speculation, 
they are killing each other. Each one tries to 
steal the other’s secrets. They know that whoever 
discovers the vaccine first will skyrocket his/
her profits. It is a dogfight for profit, not for the 
protection of public health.

Therefore, according to the above, it is 
confirmed that not all of us are equal in the face 
of the pandemic, nor does the slogan “all united 
to get out of the crisis” have any pro-worker 
content. If the rich become infected with the 
disease, they have the possibility of receiving 
a different treatment than the unemployed. 
Furthermore, in the crisis it is the simple people 
who will suffer the consequences at the labor, 
salary and economic levels.

So, it is certain that the bourgeois class and its 
mechanisms are going to take advantage of the 
pandemic to drastically limit the democratic rights 
and freedoms of workers and peoples.

Contd on Page 40

With his first speech on the coronavirus, Prime 
Minister narendra Modi got us to scare evil 

spirits away by having people bang the hell out 
of their pots and pans.

With his second, he scared the hell out of all 
of us.

With not a word on how the public, particularly 
the poor, are to access food and other essentials 
in coming weeks, it sparked off a panic waiting to 
happen. The middle classes thronged the stores 
and markets – something not easy for the poor. 
not for migrants leaving the cities for their villages. 
not for small vendors, domestic help, agricultural 
labourers. not for farmers unable to complete the 
rabi harvest – or stuck with it even if they have. not 
for hundreds of millions of marginalised Indians.

The finance minister’s package – announced 
yesterday, March 26 – has this one saving grace: 
5 kilos of free wheat or rice for each person for 
three months in addition to the 5 already given 
nder PDS, the public distribution system. Even 
there – it is not at all clear if the earlier or existing 
5 kilos will also be free or must be paid for. If that’s 
to be paid for, it won’t work. Most of the elements 
of the ‘package’ are sums allocated for schemes 
already in existence. The MGnREGa wage hike 
of Rs. 20 was due anyway – and where is there 
any mention of an additional number of days? 
and how if they get down to it at once, and with 
what kind of work, will they maintain their social 
distancing norms? What will people do in the 
many weeks it will take to roll out the scale of work 
needed? Will their health be up to it? We must 
pay MGnREGa wages daily to every labourer and 
farmer for as long as the crisis lasts, work or no work.

The Rs. 2,000 benefit under the PM-KISAN was 
already there and due – what does it add? Instead 
of being paid in the last month of the quarter, 
it is advanced to the first month. Nowhere did 
the finance minister give a clear break up of the                         
Rs. 1.7 lakh crores package responding to the 
pandemic and for the lockdowns – what are 
its new elements? What part of this sum is old or 
existing schemes recobbled together to make 
the numbers? Those hardly qualify as emergency 
measures. Further, pensioners, widows and the 
disabled will get a one-time amount of Rs. 1,000 in 
two instalments over the next three months? and 
20 crore women with Jan Dhan Yojana accounts 
will get Rs. 500 each for three months?  That’s worse 
than tokenist, it’s obscene.

How will raising loan limits for self-help groups 
(SHGs) change a situation where getting an 
existing loan amount is a nightmare? and how 
exactly will this ‘package’ help those countless 
migrant workers stranded far away, trying to 
return to their home villages? The claim that it will 
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What We Should Do about COVID-19
We need to act right now. It’s not just one virus we’re fighting – pandemics 
are also a ‘package.’ Of which economic distress can be a self-inflicted or 
self-aggravated part – driving us from calamity to catastrophe. The idea that 
we’re fighting just one virus, and all will be fine once we’re on top of it – is 
dangerous. Sure, we need to fight COVID-19 desperately – this could be the 
worst pandemic ever since 1918 ......But focusing on COVID-19 to the exclusion 
of the larger canvas – that’s attempting to mop the floor dry with all the taps 
open and running. We need an approach which pushes ideas that strengthen 
public health systems, rights and entitlements. 

 P. SaInaTH 
(Courtesy: Counterpunch 2/4/2020)

help migrants is unsubstantiated. If the failure to 
produce a serious set of emergency measures is 
alarming, the attitude of the packagers is terrifying. 
They seem clueless on the kind of situation 
developing on the ground.

Lockdowns of the kind we are into – with 
no serious social support or planning for the 
vulnerable –can lead, already have led, to reverse 
migrations. It is impossible to get a fix on the extent 
or intensity of those. But reports from several states 
suggest that large numbers of people are heading 
back towards their villages as the cities and towns 
they work in go into a lockdown.

Many are using the only transportation now 
available – their own feet. Some are cycling 
home. Several find themselves stranded midway 
when trains, buses and vans stop functioning. It’s 
scary, the kind of hell that might break loose if this 
intensifies. Imagine large groups walking home, 
from cities in Gujarat to villages in Rajasthan; from 
Hyderabad to far-flung villages of Telangana and 
andhra Pradesh; from Delhi to places in Uttar 
Pradesh, even Bihar; from Mumbai to no-one-
knows-how-many destinations. If they receive no 
succour, their rapidly diminishing access to food 
and water could trigger a catastrophe. They might 
fall to age-old diseases like diarrhoea, cholera 

and other.
Besides, the kind of situation that could 

build up with this mounting economic distress 
would see those deaths very largely amongst 
the working and younger populations. as Prof. 
T. Sundararaman, global coordinator of the 
People’s Health Movement, pointed out to PaRI, 
health services – so, along with this economic 
distress, we may end up substituting deaths from 
other diseases for coronavirus deaths.” The 8 per 
cent of the population in their 60s and above are 
most at risk from the coronavirus. The outbreak 
of other diseases, along with decreased access 
to and curtailment of other essential health 
services, could see working age people and 
the younger population taking a huge hit.” Dr. 
Sundararaman, a former executive director of 
the national Health Systems Resources Centre, 
asserts there is a desperate need to “identify and 
act on the reverse migrations problem and the loss 
of livelihoods. Failing that, deaths from diseases 
that have long tormented mostly poor Indians 
could outstrip those brought about by the corona 
virus.” Particularly if reverse migration grows – with 
migrant workers in the cities gripped by hunger, 
failing to receive even their meagre wages.

Many migrants live on their worksites. as the 
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sites shut down, and they’re asked to leave – 
where will they go? not all of them can walk 
gigantic distances. They have no ration cards – 
how will you reach food to them?

The economic distress is already picking up 
speed.

What’s also surfacing is demonisation of 
migrant labourers, domestic workers, slum-
dwellers, and other poor by housing societies 
convinced that they are THE problem. The truth: 
the carriers of COVID-19, as also of SaRS earlier, are 
the flying classes: us. Rather than recognise that, it 
seems we are trying to sanitise the cities by purging 
them of these undesirable elements. Consider this:  
if our flying carriers have passed on the infection 
to any of those returning migrants – what could 
be the outcome when they reach their villages?

There have always been some migrant 
labourers walking back to their villages, if those 
were in the same or neighbouring states. The 
traditional way was to work at tea stalls and 
dhabas along the route to earn their meals – 
sleeping there at night. now, with most of those 
shut down – what happens?

Somehow, the better off and middle classes 
seem convinced that if we stay at home and 
practise social distancing, all will be well. That, 
at least, we will be insulated from the virus. There 
is no recognition of how the economic distress 
will work its way back to us. For several, ‘social 
distancing’ resonates differently. We invented its 
most powerful form nearly two millennia ago – 
caste. Class and caste factors seem embedded 
in our kind of lockdown response.

It doesn’t seem to matter to us as a nation 
that close to a quarter of a million Indians die of 
tubercolosis each year. Or that diarrhoea claims 
up to 100,000 children’s lives annually.  They aren’t 
us. Panic sets in when the Beautiful People find 
they have no immunity to some deadly diseases. 
So it was with SaRS. So it was with the plague in 
Surat in 1994. Both were terrible diseases but killed 
far fewer people in India than they might have. 
But they did get a lot of attention. as I wrote at 
the time on Surat: “Plague germs are notorious for 
their non-observance of class distinctions…. worse 
still, they can board aircraft and fly club class to 
new York.”

We need to act right now. It’s not just one virus 
we’re fighting – pandemics are also a ‘package.’ 
Of which economic distress can be a self-inflicted 
or self-aggravated part – driving us from calamity 
to catastrophe. The idea that we’re fighting just 
one virus, and all will be fine once we’re on top of 
it – is dangerous. Sure, we need to fight COVID-19 
desperately – this could be the worst pandemic 
ever since 1918 and the misnamed ‘Spanish Flu.’ 

(India lost between 16-21 million lives to that 
between 1918-21. In fact, the 1921 Census remains 
the only one ever to record a net reduction in the 
rural population).

But focusing on COVID-19 to the exclusion 
of the larger canvas – th at’s attempting to mop 
the floor dry with all the taps open and running. 
We need an approach which pushes ideas that 
strengthen public health systems, rights and 
entitlements. In 1978, some great minds in the 
field of health drew up the Declaration of Alma 
ata – in days when the WHO had not been 
brought to heel by western government-backed 
corporate interests.  It was that declaration 
which made famous the phrase ‘Health for all 
by 2000’. Something it believed all people of the 
world could attain “through a fuller and better 
use of the world’s resources…”. and from the 
’80s, the idea of understanding the social and 
economic determinants of health was growing. 
But another idea, too was growing. More rapidly: 
neoliberalism.

From the late ’80s and the ’90s, the idea of 
health, education, employment – as human rights 
was trashed worldwide. With the mid-1990s came 
the globalisation of communicable diseases. But 
instead of building universal health systems to 
meet this deadly challenge, many nations further 
privatised their health sectors. In India, it was 
always private dominance. We have one of the 
lowest health expenditures – barely 1.2 per cent 
(as share of GDP) – in the world. From the 1990s, 
the public health system, never terribly strong, 
was further weakened by deliberate policy-driven 
measures. The present government is inviting 
private management takeover of even district-
level hospitals.

Health expenditures across India today are 
possibly the fastest growing component of rural 
family debt. In June 2018, the Public Health 
Foundation of India, analysing diverse data sets 
on health, concluded that 55 million people  had 
been pushed into poverty in the single year of 
2011-12, because of having to fund their own 
health issues – it also said 38 million of these had 
fallen below the poverty line due to spending on 
medicines alone.

One of the most striking common features 
among many thousands of households hit by 
farmers’ suicides across India is this: outrageous 
health expenditures, often funded by borrowing 
from the sahucar. We have the largest population 
that is least equipped to cope with a crisis like 
COVID-19. and here’s the tragedy: there will be 
COVIDS by other names in coming years. Since 
the late ’90s we have seen SaRS and MERS (both 
also from corona viruses) and other global-spread 
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diseases. In India in 1994, we had the plague in 
Surat. all signals of what was to come, of the kind 
of world we’d built and entered.

as Prof. Dennis Carroll of the Global Virome 
Project recently put it:  “We’ve penetrated deeper 
into ecozones we’ve not occupied before….” 
activities like oil and mineral extraction in areas 
earlier having few human populations, he says, 
have come at a price. Our incursion into fragile 
ecosystems have triggered not just changes in 
climate but potential health disasters as wildlife-
human contact increase the potential for the 
spread of infection, of viruses we know little or 
nothing about.

So yes, we’re going to see more of these.
as for COVID-19, there are two ways this 

can go. The virus mutates (to our advantage) 
and dies out in weeks. Or: it mutates to its own 
advantage, worsening the trend. That happens, 
all hell breaks loose. What can we do? I make 
the following suggestions – over and above, or 
alongside and in concurrence with, some of those 
already put forward by some of the finest minds 
amongst India’s activists and intellectuals. (There 
are also ideas that consider measures in a larger 
global context of debt, privatisation and financial 
market failure). and accepting as inspirational, 
some of the measures announced by the Kerala 
government.
1.  The very first thing that needs doing: preparing 
for emergency distribution of our close to 60 million 
tons of ‘surplus’ foodgrain stocks. and reaching 
out at once to the millions of migrant workers 
and other poor devastated by this crisis. Declare 
all presently shut community spaces (schools, 
colleges, community halls and buildings) to be 
shelters for stranded migrants and the homeless.
2.  The second – equally important – is to get all 
farmers to grow food crops in the kharif season. 
If the present trend persists, a terrible food 
situation looms. They will not be able to sell cash 
crops they harvest this season. Going in for more 
cash crops could prove fatal. a vaccine/cure 

for the coronavirus seems many months away. 
Meanwhile food stocks will dwindle.
3.   Governments must help, pick up and buy big 
time, the produce of farmers. Many have been 
unable to complete the rabi harvest – social 
distancing and lockdowns being in force. Those 
who have, can’t transport or sell it anywhere. Even 
for food crop production in the kharif, farmers will 
need an ecosystem of inputs, support services and 
marketing assistance.
4.  The government must be prepared to 
nationalise private medical facilities across the 
country. advising hospitals to have a ‘corona 
corner’ – so to speak – within themselves, simply 
won’t cut it. Spain last week nationalised all its 
hospitals and healthcare providers recognising 
that a profit-driven system can’t meet this crisis.
5.      Sanitation workers – safai karamcharis – must 
be immediately regularised as fulltime employees 
of the governments / municipalities employing 
them, with Rs. 5,000 a month added to their existing 
salaries, and with full medical benefits they have 
always been denied. and supplied protective 
gear that they’ve never been given. We spent 
three decades further devastating millions of 
already vulnerable sanitation workers, shutting 
them out of public service, outsourcing their jobs 
to private entities – who then re-employed the 
same workers on contract, at lower wages and 
with no benefits.
6.     Declare and rush free rations for three months 
to the poor.
7.     Immediately regularise aSHa, anganwadi and 
mid-day meal workers – already on the frontlines of 
the battle – as government employees. The health 
and lives of India’s children are in their hands. 
They too must be made full employees, provided 
proper wages, given protective gear.
8.    Give MGnREGa wages daily to farmers and 
labourers till the crisis tides over.  Urban daily 
wagers to get Rs. 6,000 a month in the same 
period.

We need to get down to these measures right 
now. The government’s ‘package’ is a curious 
blend of callousness and cluelessness. It’s not just 
one virus we’re fighting – pandemics are also a 
‘package.’  Of which economic distress can be 
a self-inflicted or self-aggravated part – driving 
us from calamity to catastrophe. If the virus trend 
persists for the next two weeks, urging farmers to 
grow food crops for the kharif season becomes 
the single most important thing to do. at the 
same time, can we be detached enough to see 
COVID-19 as a spectacularly revelatory moment 
in history? a junction from where we decide 
which way to go. a moment to renew and pursue 
debates on Inequality and Health Justice.

Cartoon courtesy: Subhani, Deccan Chronicle
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The COVID-19 crisis is affecting rural India at a 
time when agriculture is already in a precarious 

situation. The thousands of migrant workers who 
have returned to their villages since the lockdown 
used to send home large remittances. Tariq 
Thachil’s field work shows that a majority of the 
migrant workers send 25 to 50 per cent of their 
monthly income to their families — which will 
now miss this money. In Bihar, these remittances 
accounted for 35.6 per cent of gross state 
domestic product in 2011-12, up from 11.6 per 
cent in 2004-05. How will the villagers of Bihar, 
or Orissa, for that matter, cope with this new 
situation?

The question is particularly relevant at a time 
when Indian agriculture is facing huge challenges. 
In fact, the migrant worker phenomenon is a 
symptom of these challenges, as they have 
moved to the city mostly because of the push 
factors. according to the 2011 census, 3.5 million 
migrants who moved within the last one year 
stated economic reasons for migration. The 
corresponding numbers for the 2001 and 1991 
census, were, respectively, 2.2 and 1.4 million.

For years, rural India has been losing ground 
vis-a-vis towns and cities. In 2008, the “rural-urban 
gap” was at 45 per cent in India in terms of 
average revenue — versus 10 per cent for China 
and Indonesia. The data from the 75th round of 
nSSO for 2017-18 suggests that the rural-urban 
gap widened during 2012-18. The rural monthly 
per capita expenditure declined from Rs 1,430 in 

2011-12 to Rs 1,304 in 2017-18 — an 8.8 per cent 
decline — while it rose from Rs 2,630 to Rs 3,155 in 
urban India — a 2.6 per cent increase. This is partly 
due to the slow growth of agriculture over the last 
decade. In 2013-2019, the average agricultural 
GDP growth rate was 3.1 per cent, much lower 
than the average GDP growth rate — 6.7 per 
cent. This growth in agriculture was also driven by 
non-crop sectors, including livestock. The average 
growth of the crop sector, which accounts for 
two-thirds of the agricultural sector GDP, was 0.3 
per cent, the lowest in two decades.

Tillers of the land have left villages for that 
reason, and also because of the shrinking of 
landholdings. More than half of those who live off 
agriculture are landless peasants. and the others 
have very small holdings. according to a survey 
carried out by the national Bank for agriculture 
and Rural Development, the average landholding 
size of an household had shrunk to 1.1 ha in 2016. 
In fact, 37 per cent of farm households owned 
land parcels of smaller than 0.4 ha, another 30 per 
cent had holdings which fall between 0.41 and 
1.0 ha. Only 13 per cent agricultural households 
owned landholdings bigger than 2 ha. as a result, 
the proportion of those owning less than one 
ha reached 82.8 per cent — whereas a farm 
household needs to have at least 1 ha of land to 
make ends meet.

Secondly, irrigation has stagnated, with less 
than half of Indian farmland irrigated. Thirdly, 
rural India suffers from what ashok Gulati calls 

Christophe Jaffrelot & Hemal Thakker
 (Courtesy: Indian Express april 10, 2020) 

Revealing magnitude of  
Migrant Worker phenomenon, 

COVID-19 points                                                   
to Rural Distress

The COVID-19 crisis, by revealing the magnitude 
of the migrant worker phenomenon, should 
open the eyes of the urban dwellers to the grim 
situation of India’s agriculture. This sector of the 
economy should become a priority again in 
term of policies. 
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the “urban consumer bias”: To spare urban 
consumers, government has kept food prices 
very low. One of the techniques it used was to 
let imports of food products submerge the Indian 
market. Fourthly, budget cuts have affected 
key programmes such as the Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana and the Backward Regions Grant 
Fund as well as irrigation schemes, such as the 
Integrated Watershed Management Programme 
and Accelerated Irrigation Benefits. The actual 
allocation in agriculture has been short of the 
budgeted allocation since 2014.

Qualitatively, the agricultural sector has 
suffered because of the rise of monocultures 
based on the intensive use of chemical pesticides. 
nearly 30 per cent of India’s land has been 
degraded due to deforestation, intensive farming, 
soil erosion and groundwater depletion, resulting 
in desertification — the level of water tables fell 
by 65 per cent in 10 years.

For all these reasons, over half of the farmers are 
indebted: The average loan amount outstanding 
for a farm household in India in 2017 was Rs 
47,000. More than 3,20,000 farmers committed 
suicide between 1995 and 2016, according to 
the national Crime Records Bureau — which has 
stopped providing this data since. Many others 
live in great economic distress. In fact, this crisis 
not only explains the increasingly large number 
of migrant workers, it also puts food security in 
jeopardy for the poor. While grain stocks have 
increased, access to food has not in rural India, 
especially for those who live below the poverty 
line. nSS data show that rural poverty rose about 
4 percentage points between 2011-12 and 2017-

18 to 30 per cent whereas urban poverty fell 5 
percentage points over the same period to 9 per 
cent. India, which was ranked 93 in 2015 in the 
Global Hunger Index, slipped to the 102nd rank 
(out of 117 countries) in 2019 — below all the other 
South asian countries. 

Thus, the COVID-19 crisis, by revealing the 
magnitude of the migrant worker phenomenon, 
should open the eyes of the urban dwellers to the 
grim situation of India’s agriculture. This sector of 
the economy should become a priority again in 
term of policies. Indian agriculture needs more 
investments (in irrigation, for instance) and more 
financial support (by relaunching the MGNREGA, 
among other things). But not only that. Further 
liberalisation of Indian agriculture would hamper 
food security as the existing food procurement 
system is essential in maintaining food reserves 
and protection of vulnerable farmers from the 
whims of the global markets with the minimum 
support price offered for wheat and rice under 
the agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(aPMC) act.

In the midst of every crisis lies an opportunity. 
an agro-ecological transition will regenerate 
not only the soil which was depleted due to the 
excessive use of chemical pesticides but also 
ensure sustainable supply of food in the long 
run. Since the agro-ecological system of farming 
is more bio-diverse in nature, it will make the 
system more resilient overall and provide a safety 
net for farmers in case of crop damage due to 
factors such as climate change or droughts. It 
will also strengthen food security and help the 
nation fight hunger and malnutrition. Finally, it 
will help bridge the urban-rural divide as much-
needed investment will occur in rural areas after 
decades of neglect that created the staggering 
inequalities.

The transition to an agro-ecological system 
of agriculture has the capacity to become the 
engine to restart a sustainable economy by 
increasing soil fertility and reducing groundwater 
exploitation. Indian agriculture would provide 
millions with livelihoods, making migration to the 
city less necessary.

(Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CnRS, Paris and professor of 
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s India 
Institute; Thakker is food and agriculture policy 
analyst and student of environment policy with 
specialisations in agriculture policy and african 
affairs at the Paris School of International affairs, 
SciencesPo.)

Cartoon  

courtesy:

E.P.Unny, 

Indian 

Express
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cÉÏlÉ Måü uÉÑWûÉlÉ zÉWûU xÉå zÉÑÃ WÒûAÉ MüÉåÌuÉQû-19 uÉÉrÉUxÉ 
AÉeÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ ÄTæüsÉ cÉÑMüÉ Wæû| SÍxÉrÉÉåÇ sÉÉZÉ sÉÉåaÉ CxÉxÉå 
xÉÇ¢üÍqÉiÉ WæÇûL ÎeÉlÉqÉå WûeÉÉUÉåÇ-WûeÉÉU MüÐ eÉÉlÉ pÉÏ eÉÉ cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| 
rÉWû uÉÉrÉUxÉ SÉå iÉUWû MüÐ ÌuÉmÉSÉLÇ sÉåMüU AÉrÉÉ Wæû| LMü xuÉÉxjrÉ 
xÉqoÉlkÉÏ AÉæU SÕxÉUÏ AÉÍjÉïMü| xuÉÉxjrÉ xÉqoÉlkÉÏ ÌuÉmÉSÉ MüÉ 
AÉMüsÉlÉ CxÉ oÉÉiÉ xÉå ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü ÌuÉµÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ 
xÉÇaÉPûlÉ lÉå CxÉå uÉæÍµÉMü qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ MüUÉU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| AÉæU cÉÑÌMü 
rÉWû LMü xÉÇ¢üÉqÉMü oÉÏqÉÉUÏ Wæû,iÉÉå CxÉxÉå pÉÉUÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉ 
mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ WûÉå xÉMüiÉå WæÇû| rÉÌS WûqÉ CxÉxÉå WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉÏ qÉ×irÉÑ MüÐ 
SU MüÉå iÉÏlÉ xÉå mÉÉÇcÉ mÉëÌiÉzÉiÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ pÉÏ UZÉiÉå WæÇû, iÉÉå pÉÏ 
SÒÌlÉrÉÉ mÉU mÉÄQûlÉå uÉÉsÉÉ CxÉMüÉ mÉUÉpÉuÉ UÉåÇaÉOåû ZÉÄQûÉ MüU SålÉÉ 
uÉÉsÉÉ Wæû| SÕxÉUÏ iÉUTü CxÉ xÉÇ¢üÉqÉMü qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ Måü MüÉUhÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ 
MüÉ mÉÌWûrÉÉ pÉÏ jÉqÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| AÉÍjÉïMü ÌuÉzÉåwÉ¥É rÉWû AÉzÉÇMüÉ 
eÉiÉÉ UWåû WæÇû ÌMü CxÉ xÉÇMüOû Måü MüÉUhÉ ÌuÉµrÉÉmÉÏ qÉWûÉqÉÇSÏ pÉÏ 
AÉ xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû| AÉzÉÇMüÉ iÉÉå CxÉ oÉÉiÉ MüÐ pÉÏ eÉiÉÉD eÉÉ UWûÏ 
Wæû ÌMü SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÐ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ SU MüWûÏÇ zÉÔlrÉ lÉ WûÉå eÉÉrÉ| rÉÌS rÉå 
AÉzÉÇMüÉLÇ xÉcÉ ÌlÉMüsÉÏ iÉÉå sÉÉZÉÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉ CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ xÉå qÉU 
xÉMüiÉå WæÇû AÉæU AlrÉ MüD sÉÉZÉ ExÉMåü MüÉUhÉ EmÉeÉÏ AÉÍjÉïMü 
xÉÑlÉÉqÉÏ xÉå pÉÏ|   

ÌuÉµÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ xÉÇaÉPûlÉ CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL 
iÉqÉÉqÉ ÌSzÉÉ-ÌlÉSåïzÉ eÉÉUÏ MüU UWûÉ Wæû ± ClÉqÉå xÉå LMü xÉsÉÉWû 
LåxÉÏ WæÇû, ÎeÉxÉå uÉWû mÉëÌiÉÌSlÉ SÒWûUÉ UWûÉ Wæû| AÉæU uÉWû Wæû LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ 
MüÐ xÉsÉÉWû| LåxÉÏ LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉL eÉÉå SåzÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU ÌuÉÍpÉ³É 
xÉqÉÉeÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ WûÉå AÉæU SåzÉ MüÐ xÉÏqÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå oÉÉWûU AÇiÉUÉ·íÏrÉ 
xiÉU mÉU pÉÏ WûÉå| cÉÑÌMü rÉWû oÉÏqÉÉUÏ qÉlÉÑwrÉ eÉÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ 
ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉ MüÉå lÉWûÏÇ qÉÉlÉiÉÏ, CxÉÍsÉL CxÉxÉå WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï 
pÉÏ xÉpÉÏ ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå qÉÑ£ü WûÉålÉå cÉÉÌWûL ± AjÉÉïiÉ CxÉxÉå 
sÉÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉL eÉÉå LMüiÉÉ SåzÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU WûÉå, uÉWûÏ LMüiÉÉ WûqÉåÇ 
AÇiÉUUÉxOíûÏrÉ xiÉU mÉU pÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL|

SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ CxÉxÉå qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ eÉÉå UhÉlÉÏÌiÉ 
ÌSZÉÉD SåiÉÏ WæûL uÉWû MÑüNû CxÉ iÉUWû MüÐ Wæ| mÉWûsÉÏ xÉqÉfÉ 
rÉWû Wæû ÌMü cÉÑÌMü rÉWû uÉÉrÉUxÉ AÌiÉ-xÉÇ¢üÉqÉMü Wæû AÉæU CxÉMüÉ 
ÍzÉMüÉU MüÉåD pÉÏ urÉÌ£ü WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû, CxÉÍsÉL CxÉxÉå mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ 
urÉÌ£ü Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉWûÉlÉÑpÉÔÌiÉ UZÉÏ eÉÉrÉ| SÕxÉUÏ oÉÉiÉ rÉWû ÌMü 
cÉÑÌMü MüÉåÌuÉQû-19 MüÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ LMü urÉÌ£ü xÉå SÕxÉUå urÉÌ£ü qÉåÇ 
TæüsÉiÉÉ Wæû, CxÉÍsÉL eÉÉå urÉÌ£ü CxÉxÉå mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû, ExÉå 
CsÉÉeÉ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü oÉÉÌMü ÌWûxxÉå xÉå SÕU UZÉÉ eÉÉrÉ, 
ÎeÉxÉxÉå ÌMü xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉ AlrÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ ExÉxÉå mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ lÉ WûÉå| 
iÉÏxÉUÏ oÉÉiÉ rÉWû ÌMü cÉÑÌMü CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ Måü uÉÉrÉUxÉ MÑüNû xÉqÉrÉ 
iÉMü xÉÑmiÉÉuÉxjÉÉ qÉåÇ UWûiÉå WæÇû, iÉÉå WûqÉåÇ mÉiÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ cÉsÉ mÉÉiÉÉ Wæû 
ÌMü MüÉælÉ urÉÌ£ü CxÉxÉå mÉÉÎeÉÌOûuÉ Wæû AÉæU MüÉælÉ lÉWûÏ| iÉÉå CxÉMåü 
ÍsÉL xÉqÉÉeÉ qÉåÇ urÉÉmÉMü xiÉU mÉU mÉUÏ¤ÉhÉ ÌMürÉå eÉÉrÉ| WûqÉ 
uÉÉrÉUxÉ Måü mÉÏNåû lÉ cÉsÉåÇ, uÉUlÉ ExÉxÉå AÉaÉå oÉÄRûMüU ExÉMåü 
TæüsÉÉuÉ Måü qÉÉlÉÍcÉ§É MüÉå ÍcÉÎlWûiÉ MüUåÇL ExÉMüÐ aÉÌiÉ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉåÇ|

WûqÉ xÉoÉ eÉÉlÉiÉå WæÇû ÌMü CxÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ MüÉ E°uÉ AÉæU TæüsÉÉuÉ 

cÉÏlÉ xÉå AÉUqpÉ WÒûAÉ| uÉWûÉÇ lÉuÉÇoÉU qÉWûÏlÉå qÉåÇ CxÉMüÐ AÉWûOû 
ÍqÉsÉ aÉrÉÏ jÉÏ, sÉåÌMülÉ AÄTüxÉÉåxÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ rÉWû UWûÏ ÌMü cÉÏlÉ lÉå 
CxÉå ExÉ xÉqÉrÉ aÉÇpÉÏUiÉÉ xÉå lÉWûÏÇ ÍsÉrÉÉ, eÉoÉ iÉMü uÉWû CxÉMüÐ 
aÉÇpÉÏUiÉÉ MüÉå xuÉÏMüÉU MüUiÉÉ, LMü qÉWûÏlÉå MüÉ xÉqÉrÉ ÌlÉMüsÉ 
cÉÑMüÉ jÉÉ| AÉæU ExÉxÉå pÉÏ AÄTüxÉÉåxÉlÉMü rÉWû WÒûAÉ ÌMü cÉÏlÉ 
MüÐ aÉsÉiÉÏ MüÉå SÒÌlÉrÉÉ lÉå pÉÏ SÒWûUÉrÉÉ|  eÉlÉuÉUÏ qÉåÇ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ 
Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå CxÉMüÉ ZÉÉMüÉ AÉ cÉÑMüÉ jÉÉ| sÉåÌMülÉ TüUuÉUÏ Måü 
qÉWûÏlÉå iÉMü SÒÌlÉrÉÉ CxÉMåü mÉëÌiÉ sÉÉmÉUuÉÉWû AÉæU ESÉxÉÏlÉ oÉlÉÏ 
UWûÏ| lÉiÉÏeÉÉ rÉWû WÒûAÉ ÌMü rÉWû uÉÉrÉUxÉ cÉÏlÉ xÉå ÌlÉMüsÉMüU 
COûsÉÏ AÉæU xmÉålÉ WûÉåiÉå WÒûL mÉÔUå rÉÔUÉåmÉ qÉåÇ mÉWÒðûcÉ aÉrÉÉ| AÉæU ÌTüU 
AqÉåËUMüÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ mÉÔUÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉÏ CxÉMåü eÉS qÉåÇ AÉ aÉrÉÏ| 
pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ CxÉMüÉ mÉWûsÉÉ qÉUÏeÉ 31 eÉlÉuÉUÏ MüÉå MåüUsÉ qÉåÇ ÍqÉsÉÉ 
jÉÉ| sÉåÌMülÉ xÉcÉ mÉÔÍNûL iÉÉå WûqÉÉUå SåzÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ CxÉMåü mÉëÌiÉ mÉWûsÉÏ 
uÉÉxiÉÌuÉMü eÉÉaÉÃMüiÉÉ qÉÉcÉï Måü zÉÑÃAÉiÉ qÉåÇ ÌSZÉÉD SÏ| eÉoÉ 
mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå WûÉåsÉÏ MüÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ÃmÉ xÉå lÉWûÏÇ qÉlÉÉlÉå MüÐ 
bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå mÉWûsÉÏ oÉÉU iÉpÉÏ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü SÕUÏ uÉÉsÉå 
ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ MüWûÏ| WûÉsÉÉÌMü mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ CkÉU AmÉlÉÏ oÉÉiÉ 
MüWû UWåû jÉå AÉæU EkÉU xÉqÉÉeÉ AÉæU urÉuÉxjÉÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü 
xÉå ESÉxÉÏlÉiÉÉ AÉæU sÉÉmÉUuÉÉWûÏ ÌSZÉÉD eÉÉ UWûÏ jÉÏ|

11 qÉÉcÉï xÉå 20 qÉÉcÉï Måü oÉÏcÉ MüÉ xÉqÉrÉ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ ÍqÉsÉÉ 
eÉÑsÉÉ aÉÑeÉUÉ| CkÉU ÌuÉÍpÉ³É UÉerÉ xÉUMüÉUåÇ CxÉ uÉÉrÉUxÉ MüÉå sÉåMüU 
LQûuÉÉeÉUÏ eÉÉUÏ MüUiÉÏ UWûÏÇ AÉæU EkÉU xÉqÉÉeÉ qÉåÇ AÍkÉMüiÉU 
ESÉxÉÏlÉiÉÉ WûÏ ÌSZÉÉD SåiÉÏ UWûÏ| SåzÉ qÉåÇ ÌuÉÍpÉ³É kÉÉÍqÉïMü 
mÉÔeÉÉ xjÉsÉ 19 qÉÉcÉï iÉMü ZÉÑsÉå UWåû, rÉWûÉð iÉMü ÌMü SåzÉ MüÐ 
xÉÇxÉS pÉÏ cÉsÉiÉÏ UWûÏ AÉæU qÉkrÉmÉëSåzÉ qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU ÌaÉUÉlÉå AÉæU 
oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÉ ZÉåsÉ pÉÏ 23 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå eÉÉMüU mÉÔUÉ WÒûAÉ| CxÉ oÉÏcÉ 
19 qÉÉcÉï xÉå MÑüNû UÉerÉ xÉUMüÉUÉåÇ lÉå AmÉlÉå rÉWûÉð sÉÉMüQûÉElÉ 
bÉÉåÌwÉiÉ MüUlÉÉ zÉÑÃ ÌMürÉÉ| ÌSssÉÏ MüÐ xÉUMüÉU pÉÏ ElÉqÉå xÉå 
LMü jÉÏÌMürÉÉ|  ÌTüU 22 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉå eÉlÉiÉÉ MünrÉÔï 
MüÉ LåsÉÉlÉ ÌMürÉÉ ± AÉæU 24 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå SåzÉurÉÉmÉÏ sÉÉMüQûÉElÉ 
AÎxiÉiuÉ qÉåÇ AÉ aÉrÉÉ|  rÉÉÌlÉ eÉÉå eÉWûÉð jÉÉ, uÉWû uÉWûÏÇ UWûlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉL oÉÉkrÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ|

CxÉ AcÉÉlÉMü WÒûL sÉÉMüQûÉElÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ sÉÉZÉÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉ 
eÉWûÉð-iÉWûÉÇ MæüS WûÉå aÉL| ClÉqÉåÇ ÌSssÉÏ Måü WûeÉUiÉ ÌlÉeÉÉqÉÑ¬ÏlÉ 
CsÉÉMåü qÉåÇ ÎxjÉiÉ iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ eÉqÉÉiÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉ pÉÏ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ jÉå| 
mÉiÉÉ cÉsÉÉ ÌMü rÉWûÉð mÉU qÉÉcÉï qÉWûÏlÉå Måü qÉkrÉ iÉMü qÉUMüeÉ MüÉ 
AÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ WÒûAÉ jÉÉ, ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ MüD WûeÉÉU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå pÉÉaÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ 
jÉÉ| CxÉqÉåÇ MÑüNû xÉÇZrÉÉ ÌuÉSåzÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ pÉÏ jÉÏ| SÒZÉS rÉWû 
UWûÉ ÌMü eÉqÉÉiÉ Måü qÉÑZrÉÉsÉrÉ qÉåÇ TÇüxÉå MÑüNû sÉÉåaÉ MüÉåUÉålÉÉ 
xÉå mÉÉÎeÉÌOûuÉ pÉÏ mÉÉL aÉL| | cÉÑÌMü pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ ApÉÏ MüÉåUÉålÉÉ 
mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ oÉÄQûÏ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÏ, CxÉÍsÉL qÉUMüeÉ xÉå 
AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ ZÉoÉUÉåÇ lÉå xÉoÉMüÉå ÍcÉÇiÉÉ qÉåÇ QûÉsÉ ÌSrÉÉ| SåzÉ AÉæU 
qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ MüÉ mÉÔUÉ krÉÉlÉ eÉqÉÉiÉ MüÐ iÉUTü eÉÉlÉå sÉaÉÉ ± CxÉ mÉÔUå 
bÉOûlÉÉ¢üqÉ SÉå oÉÄQåû xÉuÉÉsÉ  xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉrÉå| mÉWûsÉÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ rÉWû 
jÉÉ ÌMü eÉoÉ SåzÉ AÉæU SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ sÉåMüU ÍcÉÇiÉÉ eÉiÉÉD eÉÉ UWûÏ 

UÉqÉeÉÏ ÌiÉuÉÉUÏ 

MüÉåÌuÉQû-19 
AÉæU pÉÉUiÉ
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jÉÏ iÉÉå ÌTüU ÌSssÉÏ mÉÑÍsÉxÉ lÉå CxÉ qÉUMüeÉ MüÉ AÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ YrÉÉåÇ 
WûÉålÉå ÌSrÉÉ| xÉUMüÉU lÉå CxÉqÉåÇ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ LAUmÉÉåOïû mÉU 
x¢üÏÌlÉÇaÉ YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ| ElWåÇû rÉWûÉð AÉlÉå xÉå YrÉÉåÇ lÉWûÏÇ UÉåMüÉ| 
AÉæU SÕxÉUÉ rÉWû ÌMü eÉqÉÉiÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå xÉUMüÉUÏ xÉsÉÉWû AÉæU 
SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉå SåZÉlÉå Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS qÉUMüeÉ MüÉ AÉrÉÉåeÉlÉ 
YrÉÉåÇ ÌMürÉÉ| eÉoÉÌMü ElWåÇû mÉiÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü CxÉqÉåÇ oÉÄQûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ 
ÌuÉSåzÉÏ sÉÉåaÉ pÉÏ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉå UWåû WæÇû|

eÉqÉÉiÉ MüÉ qÉxÉsÉÉ xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉiÉå WûÏ xÉUMüÉU MüÉ mÉÔUÉ TüÉåMüxÉ 
ExÉxÉå xÉqoÉÇÍkÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ mÉU WûÉå aÉrÉÉ| rÉWû EÍcÉiÉ pÉÏ jÉÉ| YrÉÉåÇÌMü 
ÌMüxÉÏ MüÉå AÇSÉeÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÉ ÌMü qÉUMüeÉ qÉåÇ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉåMüU 
oÉÉWûU ÌlÉMüsÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå ÌMüiÉlÉå AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÇ¢üÍqÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
Wæû| krÉÉlÉ UWåû ÌMü ExÉ xÉqÉrÉ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ OåûÎxOÇûaÉ MüÐ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉ 
pÉÏ oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÏÍqÉiÉ jÉÏ, CxÉÍsÉL ExÉMüÉ EmÉrÉÉåaÉ pÉÏ xÉÇpÉÉÌuÉiÉ 
MåüxÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU WûÏ WûÉålÉÉ jÉÉ| eÉÉÇcÉ zÉÑÃ WÒûD AÉæU eÉqÉÉiÉ 
xÉå xÉqoÉÇÍkÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü mÉÉÎeÉÌOûuÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ sÉaÉÉiÉÉU 
oÉÄRûlÉå sÉaÉÏ| rÉWûÏÇ xÉå qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ lÉå lÉæUåÌOûuÉ oÉlÉÉlÉÉ zÉÑÃ ÌMürÉÉ| 
AoÉ xÉÉUÉ TüÉåMüxÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ xÉå WûOûMüU eÉqÉÉiÉ mÉU cÉsÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| 
rÉWûÉð qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ lÉå iÉÏlÉ oÉÄQåû ÍxÉ®ÉÇiÉ UcÉ QûÉsÉå| mÉWûsÉÉ rÉWû ÌMü 
pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ Måü TæüsÉÉuÉ Måü ÍsÉL iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ eÉqÉÉiÉ WûÏ 
ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU Wæû| SÕxÉUÉ rÉWû ÌMü CxÉå eÉÉlÉ oÉÔfÉMüU MüÉåUÉålÉÉ-eÉåWûÉS 
Måü ÍsÉL TæüsÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| CxÉMåü eÉËUrÉå iÉoÉsÉÏaÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉ 
pÉÉUiÉ xÉå oÉSsÉÉ sÉålÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå WæÇû| AÉæU iÉÏxÉUÉ rÉWû ÌMü CxÉ 
oÉÏqÉÉUÏ Måü ÍsÉL ÍxÉTïü iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ eÉqÉÉiÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ, uÉUlÉ mÉÔUÉ 
qÉÑÎxsÉqÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ WûÏ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉU Wæû| rÉå iÉÏlÉÉåÇ lÉæUåÌOûuÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ Måü 
eÉËUrÉå xÉqÉÉeÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ mÉWÒÇûcÉå|

qÉÑZrÉkÉÉUÉ MüÐ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ xÉÉåzÉsÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ lÉå pÉÏ 
bÉ×hÉÉ MüÐ MüqÉÉlÉ xÉÇpÉÉsÉÏ| TüeÉÏï uÉÏÌQûrÉÉå AÉæU fÉÔPûÏ ÄZÉoÉUÉåÇ 
Måü xÉWûÉUå rÉWû xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ MüÐ aÉrÉÏ ÌMü qÉÑÎxsÉqÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉ 
CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ xÉå sÉÄQûlÉå qÉåÇ xÉWûrÉÉåaÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU UWåû WæÇû| uÉå QûÉYOûUÉåÇ 
AÉæU xuÉÉxjrÉ MüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ mÉU WûqÉsÉÉ MüU UWåû WæÇû| CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ 

MüÉå TæüsÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL ElÉ mÉU jÉÔMü UWåû WæÇû| AxmÉiÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ lÉÇaÉå 
bÉÔqÉ UWåû WæÇû| AzsÉÏsÉ CzÉÉUå MüU UWåû WæÇû| qÉÎxeÉSÉåÇ qÉåÇ ÍNûmÉå 
WÒûL WæÇû| ÂmÉL qÉåÇ jÉÔMü sÉaÉÉMüU CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ MüÉå TæüsÉÉ UWåû WæÇû| 
mÉÔUÉ mÉÎosÉMü xTåürÉU ClWûÏ TüeÉÏï MüWûÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå pÉU aÉrÉÉ| MÑüsÉ 
ÍqÉsÉÉMüU WûniÉå-SÉå WûniÉå qÉåÇ mÉÔUå qÉÑÎxsÉqÉ xÉqÉSÉrÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü 
LMü bÉ×hÉÉ MüÉ uÉÉiÉÉuÉUhÉ iÉærÉÉU MüU ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ|

xÉŠÉD rÉWû jÉÏ ÌMü eÉoÉ rÉWû oÉÏqÉÉUÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ ÄTæüsÉ 
UWûÏ jÉÏ, ExÉ xÉqÉrÉ eÉlÉuÉUÏ xÉå qÉÉcÉï Måü oÉÏcÉ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ WûuÉÉD 
qÉÉaÉï xÉå sÉaÉpÉaÉ 13 sÉÉZÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå AÉqÉS MüÐ| cÉÑÌMü EiÉlÉÏ 
oÉÄQûÏ eÉÉÇcÉ Måü ÍsÉL pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉ EmÉsÉokÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÏÇ, iÉÉå 
WûuÉÉD AŒåû mÉU oÉÑZÉÉU cÉåMü MüUMåü WûÏ xÉoÉMüÉå eÉÉlÉå ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| 
LåxÉå qÉåÇ eÉÉå MåüxÉ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ mÉWûsÉå ÌSZÉÉD ÌSrÉÉ, ExÉMüÐ MüÄQûÏ 
MüÉå iÉsÉÉzÉÉ eÉÉlÉå sÉaÉÉ| iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ eÉqÉÉiÉ ExÉÏ zÉÑÃAÉiÉÏ MüÄQûÏ 
qÉåÇ zÉÉÍqÉsÉ jÉÏ| AÉeÉ Måü ÌSlÉ eÉoÉ OåûÎxOÇûaÉ MüÉ ÌuÉxiÉÉU WûÉå 
UWûÉ Wæû iÉÉå pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ MüÉåÌuÉQû xÉÇ¢üÍqÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ MüÉ 
pÉÏ ÌuÉxiÉÉU WûÉålÉå sÉaÉÉ Wæû| AoÉ uÉWû xÉÇZrÉÉ iÉoÉsÉÏaÉ xÉå CiÉU 
eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| eÉæxÉå ÌMü AÉeÉ MüÐ iÉÉUÏZÉ qÉåÇ MÑüsÉ 17 WûeÉÉU 
MüÉåÌuÉQû mÉÉÎeÉÌOûuÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉå 75 mÉëÌiÉzÉiÉ sÉÉåaÉ iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ 
eÉqÉÉiÉ MüÐ MüÄQûÏ xÉå xÉqoÉÎlkÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| eÉæxÉå-eÉæxÉå OåûxOû MüÉ 
ÌuÉxiÉÉU WûÉåiÉÉ eÉÉLaÉÉ, LåxÉÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû ÌMü iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ eÉqÉÉiÉ 
MüÐ MüÄQûÏ AÉæU NûÉåOûÏ ÌSZÉÉD SålÉå sÉaÉåaÉÏ|

sÉåÌMülÉ CxÉMüÉ qÉiÉsÉoÉ rÉWû lÉWûÏÇ Wæû ÌMü iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ xÉqÉÑSÉrÉ 
lÉå xÉoÉ AcNûÉ WûÏ ÌMürÉÉå| ElWûÉåÇlÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÐ LQûuÉÉeÉUÏ MüÐ 
AuÉWåûsÉlÉÉ MüÐ,AmÉlÉå-AÉmÉ MüÉå ÍNûmÉÉrÉÉL AmÉlÉÏ OíåûuÉåsÉ ÌWûxOíûÏ 
pÉÏ ÍNûmÉÉDå| MÑüNû sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå xuÉÉxjrÉ MüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ SÒurÉïuÉWûÉU 
pÉÏ ÌMürÉÉå| MÑüNû lÉå xÉWûrÉÉåaÉ pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉå| sÉåÌMülÉ krÉÉlÉ UZÉlÉå 
uÉÉsÉÏ oÉÉiÉ rÉWû jÉÏ LåxÉÏ aÉsÉÌiÉrÉÉÇ AÉæU LåxÉÏ qÉÔZÉïiÉÉLÇ ÍxÉTïü 
iÉoÉsÉÏaÉÏ xÉqÉÉeÉ xÉå WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ WÒûDå| AlÉåMü AÉæU lÉÉqÉÏ-ÌaÉUÉqÉÏ 
sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå pÉÏ AmÉlÉÏ OíåûuÉåsÉ ÌWûxOíûÏ ÍNûmÉÉDL AmÉlÉå-AÉmÉMüÉå 
MüÉå ÍNûmÉÉrÉÉ, AmÉlÉÏ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ pÉÏ ÍNûmÉÉD ± AÉæU WûÉÇ, iÉoÉsÉÏaÉ 
Måü AsÉÉuÉÉ AlrÉ xÉqÉÔWûÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü xÉå pÉÏ xuÉÉxjrÉ MüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ 
mÉU WûqÉsÉå WÒûLå| ElÉMåü xÉÉjÉ SÒurÉïuÉWûÉU WÒûLå| SÒpÉÉïarÉuÉzÉ rÉWû 
MüWûÉlÉÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ pÉÏ SÒWûUÉD aÉrÉÏå| ÌuÉzÉåwÉ¥ÉÉåÇ lÉå MüWûÉ ÌMü 
CxÉMüÉ MüÉUhÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ eÉÉaÉÃMüiÉÉ MüÐ MüqÉÏ AÉæU A¥ÉÉiÉ 
pÉrÉ MüÉ uÉÉiÉÉuÉUhÉ Wæå| xÉqÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ ClÉqÉåÇ xÉÑkÉÉU AÉ eÉÉL| 

WûÉålÉÉ iÉÉå rÉWû cÉÉÌWûL ÌMü WûqÉ ÌuÉµÉ xuÉÉxjrÉ xÉÇaÉPûlÉ MüÐ 
xÉsÉÉWû Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU cÉsÉåÇå| WûqÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü mÉëÍxÉ® SÉzÉïÌlÉMü-
oÉÑÎ®eÉÏuÉÏ rÉÑuÉÉsÉ lÉÉåuÉÉ WûUÉUÏ MüÐ oÉÉiÉ MüÉå xÉÑlÉå, eÉÉå MüWûiÉå 
WæÇû ÌMü rÉWû qÉÉlÉuÉ eÉÉÌiÉ MüÉ xÉÉðfÉÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï Wæå| CxÉMüÉ qÉÑMüoÉsÉÉ 
WûqÉ AmÉlÉÏ LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ xÉå WûÏ MüU xÉMüiÉå WæÇûå| cÉÑÌMü rÉWû uÉæÍµÉMü 
qÉWûÉqÉÉUÏ Wæû, CxÉÍsÉL CxÉqÉåÇ MüÉåD pÉÏ xÉqÉÑSÉrÉ oÉÉWûU lÉWûÏÇ NÕûOûlÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûLå| rÉWû sÉÄQûÉD xÉoÉMüÉå xÉÉjÉ sÉåMüU sÉÄQûÏ eÉÉlÉÏ cÉÉÌWûLå| 
YrÉÉ pÉÉUiÉ eÉæxÉå qÉWûÉlÉ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÉå rÉWû xÉoÉMü rÉÉS lÉWûÏÇ 
AÉ UWûÉ Wæ|  rÉW SåzÉ iÉÉå AÉÎZÉU xÉoÉMüÉå xÉÉjÉ sÉåMüU WûÏ oÉlÉÉ 
Wæû|  WûqÉÉUÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ iÉÉå ÌuÉÍpÉ³ÉiÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ LMüiÉÉ MüÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Wæû| 
LåxÉå qÉåÇ WûqÉ AmÉlÉÏ 20 MüUÉåQû xÉå AÍkÉMü MüÐ AÉoÉÉSÏ MüÉå 
ZÉsÉlÉÉrÉMü oÉlÉÉMüU MæüxÉå CxÉ oÉÏqÉÉUÏ xÉå sÉÄQû mÉÉrÉåÇaÉå| WûqÉ 
EqqÉÏS MüUiÉå WæÇû ÌMü qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ AmÉlÉÏ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ MüÉå xÉqÉfÉåaÉÏ|  
xÉUMüÉU AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉ AmÉlÉÏ pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ MüÉå ÌlÉpÉÉLÇaÉå| YrÉÉåÇÌMü 
AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉ xÉqÉrÉ WûqÉÉUå ÍsÉL oÉWÒûiÉ MüÌPûlÉ WûÉålÉå eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| 
AÉæU eÉoÉ xÉqÉrÉ MüÌPûlÉ WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû, iÉÉå xÉqÉÉeÉ AÉæU UÉ·í MüÐ 
LMüiÉÉ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï WûÉå eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| rÉWû xÉoÉMü WûqÉåÇ 
WûqÉåzÉÉ rÉÉS UZÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûL|

(Writer is an activist of Varanasi Division)

We are supposed to follow the advice 
of World Health Organisation. It’s 
a common struggle of humankind 
and this has to be fougt unitedly. 
Since this is a global pandemic, no 
community could be left out. We,in, 
India, particularly the Media and the 
Government can nerver forget this.

Cartoon courtesy:  

Sajith Kumar, 

Deccan Herald
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The spread of the COVID-19 has proved deadly, 
and this is a challenging time for the union as 

well as state governments as they work to address 
this health emergency. However, shows that in 
times of crisis, democratic governments may take 
a dangerous autocratic turn. In such a situation, 
journalism has a great role to play in a democracy, 
as it has been ideally visualised as a platform 
for objective information and critical-rational 
discourse. Thus, the health of journalism in a country 
can be examined in the times of a crisis.

However, corporate control over most media 
bodies also means that they become an instrument 
of the ideological apparatus of the state. There 
are many concerns associated with the COVID-19 
crisis: ill-equipped public health systems, policies to 
combat the pandemic, and the lack of planning 
and support to the vulnerable sections. These issue 
demand serious examination, but the mainstream 
media, barring some courageous exceptions, 
seems to be forgetting its democratic role. The 
vilification of migrant labourers and a minority 
community whilst failing to critique the lack of 
measures to help these sections deal with the crisis 
is an important such indicator.

Manipulation of Discourse

Just before the announcement of the 
nationwide lockdown till 14th april 2020, Prime 
Minister narendra Modi reportedly called upon print 
and electronic media owners and editors of the 
country and asked them to support government 
efforts to combat the pandemic and also advised 
them to present “positive news” related to 
COVID-19 (Sagar 2020). Plainly put, these were 
the owners and editors who control most of the 
Indian media at the national and regional levels 
who were advised to abide by the official narrative 

and present information as provided to them by 
the government about COVID-19.

Why would media houses follow government 
diktat rather than investigating the real state 
of affairs, unless they have associated business 
interests? Journalism is considered to be an ethical 
communicative practice in a democracy, but 
corporate ownership subverts the autonomy 
of journalism and the freedom of the press. 
Unfortunately, this conflict of interest has become 
a common feature of Indian journalism.

However, even though a majority of Indian 
media is under corporate control, there are 
many counter-voices both within and outside 
this grouping. Thus, the Indian mediascape has 
become a battleground of ideologies. Many of 
these alternate counter-voices have raised genuine 
issues of social concern during the pandemic 
outbreak. The prevalence of international media 
on the internet and small media organisations 
in the country has played an important role 
in disseminating factual and more nuanced 
information, but unfortunately, these platforms do 
not have the vast access that big corporate media 
platforms are privy to. Most of the non-English 
mainstream media—both print and electronic—
was seen to be playing a role that was far from 
responsible during the outbreak. a small section of 
the English print media has raised some pertinent 
questions, but they also have a select readership. 
The government, however, is not ready to listen to 
any rational criticism. The centre sought a direction 
from the Supreme Court on 31 March that “no 
electronic/print media /web portal or social media 
shall print/publish or telecast anything without first 
ascertaining the true factual position from the 
separate mechanism provided by the central 

Media in the Time of COVID-19
COVID-19 is a serious threat to the nation 
and therefore many rational measures and 
“honest conversations” must be expected 
from the government, which cannot be 
beyond the critical radar of journalism. What 
should the role of governments be in such 
a situation, and what is it that journalism is 
meant to do? This is the time to introspect 
and examine the role of capitalism, state, 
and the media to avoid creating a future that 
threatens to destabilise democracy

BHUPEn SInGH 
(Courtesy: EPW 18/4/2020)
The author is a freelance journalist and researcher
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government” (Livelaw news network 2020).

The sudden announcement of the lockdown 
which gave people barely four hours of advance 
notice created a nationwide panic, and the 
migrant labourers were the worst affected. In 
the absence of work and other support in the 
cities, thousands of labourers and their families 
desperately wanted to go back to their homes. 
With no transportation available, many began the 
arduous journey on foot, and many were subjected 
to police brutality along the way, and some have 
died on the road back home. The lockdown, thus, 
was worse than COVID-19 for the homeless and 
the poor. While a few in the media made visible 
their plight, a particular kind of media coverage 
and projection also led to the middle class blaming 
migrants for their “irresponsible behaviour” during 
the pandemic (abi-Habib and Yasir 2020; Ellis-
Petersen and Chaurasia 2020).

It seems most media organisations were 
compelled to cover the labourers’ plight because 
of its sensational value, but this coverage was 
inadequate. However, journalism still survives 
because of a few courageous journalists in 
mainstream media and alternative media 
platforms. Two English dailies with their ground-
level investigative reporting (one of which is 
known for its investigative news stories) covered 
the disaster with more empathy. Many others in 
their attempts to show the reality faced the wrath 
of the government (Scroll 2020). Further, even on 
social media platforms, doctors and nurses were 
heavily trolled when they voiced grievances about 
the lack of personal protective equipment (Bengali 
et al 2020).

Media Shows Its Islamophobic Side

Media’s ugliest moment, however, was its 
coverage of the news surrounding Delhi’s Tablighi 
Jamaat Markaz (meeting). Many participants had 

left after the markaz, but many were stranded in 
the mosque due to the lockdown and were later 
found infected. However, the media outrage that 
followed was clearly an extension of the already 
prejudiced and polarised coverage, as the Tablighi 
Jamaat was blamed for violating lockdown rules 
and for “corona jihad,” “Islamic insurrection,” and 
“corona terrorism.” This is clearly an example of 
fake news propagated by the mainstream media 
to further the predominant agenda (BBC 2020; 
news Laundry 2020). Muslims were also attacked 
in various parts of the country.

news presented on the markaz immediately 
found space in social networking sites and public 
opinion was quickly constructed around the 
premise that Muslims were responsible for the 
pandemic. never mind that even though the 
markaz incident triggered a spread, it is not as if it 
was planned. The first case of the virus was identified 
in India in January. The abject lack of planning by 
the government was not adequately questioned 
by the mainstream media. nor was it questioned 
as to why such a gathering was permitted in the 
first place.

People of other religious groups also gathered 
at religious places in large numbers even after the 
lockdown, but they were not criticised in a similar 
manner. However, when some journalists did raise 
questions, they were threatened with legal action 
(Scroll 2020).

The need for Greater accountability

Since most of the people are at home during 
the lockdown, it is natural to see a growth in media 
consumption. People are using various media 
platforms for COVID-19-related information, but 
what is provided is far from factual and does not 
further a critical rational discourse. Rather, the 
media has become a tool of propaganda and 
sensationalism. Some television news channels see 
a Chinese conspiracy in the spread of COVID-19. 
In such a “positive” atmosphere, the news related 
to labourers’ mass exodus and the markaz was 
mostly presented due to its sensational value. The 
true situation would not have gained attention in 
the first place, if not for the ground-level reports 
by the committed journalists and social media 
coverage. The Janata curfew announced on 22 
March before the lockdown failed as people came 
out on the streets in the evening, clapping, banging 
utensils, shouting religious slogans, and blowing 
conch shells, as if they could defeat COVID-19 
with a show of such masculinity. Social distancing 
was forgotten. Later, people were again asked to 
switch off residential lights for nine minutes and light 
a candle or diya in their balconies. Can the virus 
really be eradicated by chants of “go corona?” 
Yet, the media became a part of this “festivity.” 
These exercises were lapped up by a majority of the Cartoon courtesy: Satish Acharya, Newssting
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news media, as it sells the big spectacle—a hyper 
real experience—and accepts the obeisance of 
a “supreme authority” along with a large number 
of citizens. The trivialisation of the crisis and a toxic 
“positivity” is ruling the media.

COVID-19 is a serious threat to the nation and 
therefore many rational measures and “honest 
conversations” must be expected from the 
government, which cannot be beyond the critical 
radar of journalism. The government has created 
a Prime Minister’s Citizen assistance and Relief in 
Emergency Situations (PM-CaRES) Fund to combat 
the pandemic and many business corporations and 
common people have contributed to this fund. But, 
many questions have also been raised about the 
need for this fund, as the Prime Minister Relief Fund 
had already been working from 1948 onwards for 
such situations (Hindu 2020; Mody 2020). all these 
issues demand serious journalistic investigation in 
public interest.

The pandemic is also threatening an already-
deteriorating economy, which also demands 
a thorough investigation beyond the official 
narratives. The media, however, has worries 
related to its own economic situation. Print media, 
especially, is dealing with a resource crunch, 
dwindling advertisements, and worries of reduction 
in circulation and readership. With concerns of 
job security, inadequate resource support, and 
abuses faced by the police, many journalists are 
putting their health at stake to cover the COVID-19 
situation. This scenario does little to add to the 
morale of honest and responsible journalists. Some 
media houses have already begun cutting wages; 
an extension in the lockdown can create a new 
crisis in Indian journalism.

The role of larger media as observed during 
the pandemic, however, is not an overnight shift. 
It has been visible for some time now. The media 
has seen phenomenal growth during the last 
three decades, and India has become one of the 
biggest media markets in the world. The alliance 
between predominant religious fundamentalism 
and neo-liberalism has also shaped it. Profit, the 
promotion of majoritarian views, and the exclusion 
of marginalised voices have become its main 
features.

What should the role of governments be in such 
a situation, and what is it that journalism is meant 
to do? This is the time to introspect and examine 
the role of capitalism, state, and the media to 
avoid creating a future that threatens to destabilise 
democracy. Will this pandemic radically change 
society and governance models? Will the increased 
surveillance and policing become the new normal, 
or will we see increased efforts of building solidarity 
and cooperation? Our media needs to introspect 
and pose these questions.

Kerala was first in the country to report a corona 
virus case. Naturally the fight was without any 

previous experience in dealing with this new 
pandemic. also the state has many factors that 
pose potential challenge for fighting the outbreak 
of an epidemic like COVID 19 that originated 
abroad. Its porous borders, high number of foreign 
arrival every year as tourists, high number of 
expatriates who travel to the State frequently, large 
number of students studying abroad including 
China and large number of migrant workers are 
some among them. Despite all these, this small 
State surprised everybody in its fight against 
COVID 19. Many national/international media, 
agencies and intellectuals have come out with 
their appreciation to the way Kerala arrested its 
transmission and minimized the hardships to the 
people and recommended it as a model for others.

aggressive testing, isolating the suspected, 
tracing the contacts and treating the infected 
were key steps followed. This will be so in any 
other States/Countries, but what matters is how 
effectively this was carried out.  all those who 
came from abroad or from other states were kept 
under quarantine and regularly monitored. Those 
with symptoms were kept under isolation/hospital 
quarantine. When a person was tested positive for 
Corona all his contacts were traced out and kept 
under quarantine. Even GPS /mobile data and 
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tower locations were used to map movements 
of the infected persons and the route maps were 
made public and all suspected contacts with 
them were brought under quarantine. State Health 
Minister once said –”we hope for the best, but 
plan for the worst”. Extensive arrangements were 
made for quarantine and treatment to meet the 
situation in case of an unfortunate community 
transmission. More than 2.5 lakh isolation beds/
rooms were identified in various centres. Corona 
Care Centres were set up at different locations. In 
every district some hospitals were fully converted 
to Corona hospitals and some partially as Corona 
wards/Corona Block. 

When the nationwide lockdown entered 
its second phase Kerala was number one in 
many indices like highest recovery rate, lowest 
mortality rate and highest number of COVID 19 
tests conducted (per population). But even when 
state was showing significant improvements, 
government never tried to rest on its laurels and 
always guarded against any complacency that 
may creep in at any time which government 
cautioned will be very costly. For first time in India 
Kerala set up COVID Testing Kiosks and developed 
Plasma Therapy. Enactment of Kerala Epidemic 
Diseases Act, first of its nature among any Indian 
States, Break the Chain Campaign, Community 
Kitchen etc proved Kerala was moving ahead 
of others. all these novel ideas and initiatives 
compelled a media person to comment “what 
Kerala thinks today, India will think tomorrow”. With 
its well planned and well executed strategy, Kerala 

FIGHT aGaInST COVID 19
WHaT KERaLa SHOWS US

could flatten its Corona Curve when many others 
were struggling to resist. But apart from what Kerala 
did and what it gained, there are many lessons 
to be learnt from Kerala’s fight against COVID 19.

To win the battle against an epidemic people 
must be assured food, shelter and right for decent 
living. Free food grains and a provision kit containing 
seventeen essential groceries were supplied to 
all families through Public Distribution System. 
Community Kitchens were set up throughout the 
state for ensuring food to those under quarantine 
and other needy persons. Food at subsidized rates 
was supplied through Kudumbasree (Women 
neighbourhood Groups) hotels. When people 
were asked to “stay home stay safe” government 
rehabilitated all those in streets (with no homes to 
go) to comfortable shelters. Camps were arranged 
for Guest Workers (Kerala government refers to 
migrant workers as guest workers). all necessary 
basic amenities including food were ensured in 
these shelters/camps. When people lose their 
jobs and income maintaining their purchasing 
power was important to ensure a decent living. 
nearly 55 Lakh elderly and disadvantaged persons 
received Rs.8500 each as pension from various 
Social Welfare Schemes. almost an equal number 
of workers were given Rs.1000 to 5000 each from 
Welfare Funds pertaining to various sectors.  Rs.2000 
Crore was distributed as interest free consumption 
loan. a relief package of Rs.20000 Crore was 
declared, the first state in the country to do so even 
before the Centre.  

Many national/international media agencies and intellectuals have come out 
with their appreciation to the way Kerala arrested its transmission and minimized 
the hardships to the people and recommended it as a model for others. But 
apart from what Kerala did and what it gained, there are many lessons to be 
learnt from Kerala’s fight against COVID 19........

.......This owes its credit to the fact that the first elected government of the state 
after its formation was a communist government (led by EMS) which focused its 
efforts on public education, public health care, public distribution system, women 
empowerment and decentralization. Successive Left Front governments in Kerala 
contributed significantly in these areas to build excellent social infrastructure.

P.P.KRISHnan
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the state have got national Quality assurance 
Standard (nQaS) Certification. When Medical 
Colleges and Major District level hospitals are 
earmarked for exclusive COVID treatment naturally 
the facilities for regular medical attention for other 
patients will be disturbed. But the strength of the 
public health care system could ensure that other 
patients didn’t face any difficulty in meeting their 
treatment needs. also within a short time in every 
district two cancer care centres were set up to 
mitigate the hardships of cancer patients.

Decentralisation will make government’s 
intervention more effective and successful. Success 
of Kerala in arresting the spread of the Corona 
Virus underlines the relevance of decentralisation 
and role of local self Government bodies. Their 
role in effective monitoring of quarantine, welfare 
of those under quarantine and of guest workers, 
running community kitchens etc are noteworthy. 
Incidentally Peoples Plan Campaign of Kerala that 
transformed its local bodies and ensured peoples 
participation in planning and implementation of 
developmental activities is entering its 25th year by 
august this year.

To unite the people and overcome a crisis, 
a pro people socio political approach on 
issues is important. Through timely and effective 
intervention at all levels Kerala reasserted that role 
of a government is not that of a mere facilitator 

a strong Public Health Care system will make 
fight against an epidemic easier. Today everybody 
recognizes the role of Kerala’s robust public health 
care system in fighting Covid 19. The common 
capitalist perception that the demand for quality 
health care services cannot be met by public 
sector and the best treatments are available in 
private hospitals alone especially those abroad 
are being challenged now. Mr Brian Lockwood, a 
British national treated for Covid in a Government 
Hospital on discharge said that he received world 
class treatment and a better care than this can’t 
be expected in his country. Interestingly, he was 
taken to hospital from airport when he was trying 
to fly unnoticed to his nation under fear that he 
may not get proper medical attention in Kerala. 
It was a proud moment for Kerala’s public health 
care system when a couple aged 93 and 88 
years were fully cured in a Government hospital. 
Successive Left front Governments in Kerala have 
invested heavily on public health care system. 
The aaRDRaM Mission of the present Government 
gave a more focused attention on this. already 
170 Primary Health Centres are converted to 
Family Health Centres and 504 more are in the list. 
nearly Rs. 4000 Crore is invested for equipment/
infrastructure development.5775 additional posts 
are created. As per NHM data the first 12 best PHCs 
of India are from Kerala and 64 institutions from 

A cured senior couple aged 

93 yrs& 88 yrs  being sent home

Daily press briefing by CM & Health Minister

Health Minister  

with the staff 

`Break ths Chain’ by testing
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as globalisation preaches. Coordinating different 
departments, Government prepared the entire 
state machinery and the society to meet the 
challenge unitedly. The preparations started even 
before the first case was reported. State Response 
Team coordinated 18 Different Functional Teams. 
Covid Control Cells and Call Centres were set 
up in every district. activities were monitored 
regularly. In his daily press briefing Chief Minister 
gave people a clear picture of the situation in the 
state and explained further tasks to be taken up. 
Government succeeded in rallying the people 
behind it, giving them confidence and taking 
them into confidence. Instead of social distancing 
Kerala Government suggested “physical distance 
and social unity”. Its approach was strict, but 
humane. a Voluntary group was formed enrolling 
nearly 2.5 Lakh youth to carry out various activities 
like supplying food from community kitchens, 
supplying medicines and other essentials to 
those in need and help patients in hospitals etc. 
Government even ensured creative utilization 
of the time people spent at home during lock 
down by promoting vegetable cultivation in 
home-yards, cleaning of premises, reading of 
books (rural libraries distributed books at home), 
making available many online study materials 
for students etc. Technology was effectively 
utilized to plan the activities, to create awareness 

among public, campaign against unscientific 
propaganda, online counseling, consulting 
with doctors etc. When Chief Minister advised 
people to feed the stray dogs and monkeys in 
temples and other birds and animals who lost their 
usual foods when lockdown was implemented 
and everybody was confined to their homes, it 
reflected an ideology that believes man cannot 
survive without conserving the nature; it reflected 
an ideology that promises care to every living 
being, When the whole family members  were 
together at home, elders were reminded of  the 
need to give children  a space in discussions and  
men were asked to support women in domestic 
works. Though these may sound silly, these were 
reflecting the understanding about a healthy and 
democratic family structure. The fact that despite 
its resource crisis the Government addressed the 
economic and welfare consequences of the 
pandemic proves its commitment to the workers 
and common man.

Kerala reminds us the need for a policy that 
places man above profits. The success of Kerala 
in its fight against COVID 19 was determined 
mainly by the preparedness of the state to 
meet the challenge. among various factors that 
made this possible, the most important was the 
presence of a robust public health care system. 
This owes its credit to the fact that the first elected 
government of the state after its formation was 
a communist government (led by EMS) which 
focused its efforts on public education, public 
health care, public distribution system, women 
empowerment and decentralization (apart from 
land reforms). Successive Left Front governments 
in Kerala contributed significantly in these areas to 
build excellent social infrastructure. This was with a 
Political understanding that welfare of the people 
is the responsibility of the state which is against 
the present day liberalization policies.  COVID 19 
reminds us the need to strengthen such policies 
that consider healthcare system as a public good 
for people’s welfare instead of a private good for 
profit of the producer and that places man above 
profits.          (The writer is President, SZIEF)

PDS-maintaining 
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The current pandemic has brought to the fore, 
and with exceptional clarity, the fundamental 

cont rad ict ion  under ly ing  contemporary 
globalisation, namely, the contradiction between 
the interests of finance and those of the people. 
Indeed, this contradiction, which characterises the 
era of globalisation as a whole, has now come to 
a head.

It is becoming clearly visible in country after 
country. Take the case of India. Millions have been 
suddenly rendered jobless, and lakhs of migrant 
workers trekking home from far-away places, where 
they had been employed but no longer are, find 
themselves quarantined with little or no money. The 
paramount need of the hour is for the government 
to provide succour to these working people; and the 
government can do so immediately by enlarging 
the fiscal deficit.

But it refrains from doing so because a large 
fiscal deficit is not to the liking of globally mobile 
finance capital. The finance minister comes up, 
therefore, with a package of measures that is 
paltry beyond belief, where the total expenditure 
promised as help to the distressed households, 
ignoring re-packaged measures, comes to a mere 
Rs 92,000 crore (consisting of Rs 34,000 crore of 
cash transfers, Rs 45,000 crore of transfers through 
the public distribution system, and Rs13,000crore of 
transfers in the form of gas cylinders). This comes to 
about 0.5% of the country’s GDP (gross domestic 
product), which is a trivial sum in the context of what 
is generally considered the worst tragedy to hit the 
country after independence!

But consider the state of the economy. The 
government is sitting on a whopping 58 million tonnes 
of food grain stocks (77 million tonnes if we include 
grains available but not yet ready for immediate 
distribution); the rabi crop promises to be good; 
industry has for long been demand-constrained with 

lots of unutilised capacity (in fact, the country was 
sliding into an industrial recession before being hit by 
the pandemic); and foreign exchange reserves are 
at a record half a trillion dollars. A larger fiscal deficit 
under these circumstances cannot possibly have 
any harmful effects for the economy; but people are 
suffering because finance capital would not like it.

The official fear is that, if the fiscal deficit 
increases further, then the credit-rating agencies 
would downgrade India’s status, which would 
undermine the “confidence of the investors” and 
trigger a capital flight. This would cause a further 
fall in the value of the rupee which may become 
cumulative.

In all this, however, a simple point is lost: if this 
denouement actually comes about, then there 
should be no hesitation in putting restrictions on 
capital outflows. Even a Hindutva government 
should not demur at putting such restrictions, if 
necessary, at a time like this.

But such is the stranglehold of finance capital 
that the very thought of capital controls, even in 
a pandemic, does not enter the government’s 
head. Hence any possibility of capital controls is 
simply ruled out from the very outset, so that even 
before any dire consequences of enlarging the 
fiscal deficit have actually materialised, the sheer 
thought of this happening frightens the government 
into sacrificing the interests of the people to satisfy 
the whims of finance.

The Union government’s pusillanimity vis-à-
vis global finance is also tying the hands of state 
governments. They have to bear a sizeable burden 
of the expenditure necessitated by the pandemic; 
and given the enormous centralisation of resources 
that has occurred of late, where they cannot 
even alter commodity taxation rates without the 
permission of the GST Council at which the Centre 
is represented and has a dominant voice, they 

The Stranglehold of Finance versus 
People in the Era of Pandemic

Prof. Prabhat Patnaik
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basically have to depend upon transfers from the 
centre.

Even their borrowing limits are controlled by the 
Centre. Hence, if the Centre is strapped for funds, 
then so are the states; if the Centre is hamstrung 
by the dictates of finance, then so are the states. 
The Centre’s pusillanimity, in other words, restricts 
public expenditure down the line, for ameliorating 
the people’s distress during the pandemic.

Exactly the same conflict, between the people’s 
interest and that of finance, is clearly visible in 
Europe too. Many countries in southern Europe, 
notably Spain and Italy, have been hit very hard 
by the pandemic. Raising resources for public 
expenditure to meet the crisis at the level of each 
country would be extremely expensive as the yields 
on individual country bonds would be high; so a 
proposal has been made to float Eurobonds which 
would be the liability of a pan-European body and 
therefore entail lower yields. It is as if the whole 
of Europe would be borrowing on behalf of Italy, 
Spain and other needy countries instead of these 
countries themselves doing so.

This suggestion, made in particular by Italy, 
has however been opposed by Germany and the 
netherlands, because German finance capital 
which dominates the Eurozone, is opposed to a 
socialisation of the risks of borrowing by individual 
countries; the argument is that if at all a country 
needs to enlarge its fiscal deficit, then it must be 
willing to pay the price for it. angela Merkel, as the 
head of the German government, is articulating the 
position of German finance capital, exactly as she 
had done during the Greek crisis when Greece’s 
request to re-schedule debt had been stoutly 
opposed by German finance capital.

There have been international appeals by 
economists and intellectuals generally, to Merkel to 
relent on this. Even the example of a century ago, 
when the harsh terms for Germany in the Treaty of 
Versailles after the First World War, had increased 
the depth of the recession in that country, giving 
rise to the growth of nazism, has been hinted at 
in the appeal. (Lenin, it may be recalled, had 
highlighted these harsh terms in his speech to the 
Second Congress of the Communist International 
as evidence of the maturing of the conditions for a 

 There is a stark urgency about reaching help to the people, but the hurdle 
against doing so is the one imposed by the dictates of global  finance capital. 
The government can provide succour to the working people immediately by 
enlarging the fiscal deficit. But it refrains from doing so because a large fiscal deficit 
is not to the liking of globally mobile finance capital. This pusillanimity of the Union 
government vis-à-vis global finance is also tying the hands of state governments. 
They have to bear a sizeable burden of the expenditure necessitated by the 
pandemic. The intensification of this conflict in the days to come will sound the 
death-knell of financial globalisation.            (Courtesy: Newsclick, Apr 11, 2020)

world revolution). But finance capital has remained 
unmoved by such appeals.

a large number of Third World countries, which 
have to meet their debt repayment obligations in 
the midst of the pandemic, have approached the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for loans and 
also for arranging a rescheduling of their debt. The 
IMF’s own resources being meagre, it is in no position 
to provide sufficient loans to accommodate 
the interests of both financial creditors and the 
pandemic-hit people. and the debt-rescheduling 
that the IMF can arrange is unlikely to be enough 
to leave adequate resources for succour to the 
working poor in these countries.

Thus all over the world the conflict between 
finance capital and the interests of the pandemic-
hit people is becoming acute and moving centre-
stage. This conflict had always been camouflaged 
in verbiage about “high growth rates” (supposedly 
of benefit to all), and “wealth creation” (supposedly 
for the “nation” as a whole, of which all its citizens 
were legatees). The idea sought to be presented 
was that the interests of finance coincided with 
the interests of the country and its people, and 
that serving the former ipso facto served the latter.

This idea was wearing thin anyway because 
of the world economic crisis. It was clear that no 
amount of interest rate reduction was going to 
get the world economy out of the crisis; what was 
needed was a fiscal stimulus. Given the objections 
of finance capital to any such fiscal stimulus (for 
which fiscal deficits would have to be expanded), 
no single State was in a position to engage upon 
such a fiscal stimulus while remaining within the 
framework of financial globalisation. For if it did so, 
then there would be an outflow of finance from its 
shores creating severe problems for it.

But now the vacuity of this idea of coincidence 
between the people’s interest and that of finance 
stands fully revealed by the pandemic; it can no 
longer be camouflaged by verbiage. There is a 
stark urgency about reaching help to the people, 
but the hurdle against doing so is the one imposed 
by the dictates of finance.The intensification of this 
conflict in the days to come will sound the death-
knell of financial globalisation.
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DESPITE the severe constraints it faces as a 
result of the United States-imposed economic 

blockade, Cuba has not shied away from extending 
solidarity with the world in the unprecedented 
challenge posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

By end March, Cuba had dispatched medical 
teams to over 59 affected countries. a team of 
53 Cuban specialists trained in epidemiology 
reached the Lombardy region, the epicentre of the 
epidemic in Italy, at the height of the pandemic to 
provide invaluable support to Italy’s beleaguered 
medical infrastructure. a team of 39 Cuban 
medical professionals were also dispatched to 
the tiny principality of andorra, wedged between 
France and Spain, whose doctors were all down 
with suspected COVID-19.

The Cuban medical teams dispatched to Italy 
and other countries in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic have hands-on experience in dealing 
with life-threatening diseases such as Ebola that 
ravaged parts of Sub-Saharan africa.

Henry Reeve Brigade
Before answering the SOS from Italy, Cuban 

doctors and nurses had been serving in neighbouring 
countries such as Venezuela, nicaragua, Surinam, 
Belize, Jamaica and Grenada. They are all 
part of the illustrious “Henry Reeve Brigade” 
which has extensive expertise in responding to 
natural calamities and global pandemics. When 
earthquakes and epidemics struck in Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Guatemala and Haiti, the Henry Reeve 
Brigade stepped up to help.

The Brigade was set up in 2005 by Cuban 
health professionals trained in disaster medicine 
and infectious disease containment. The proposal 
was first mooted by then President Fidel Castro 
following the havoc wreaked by Hurricane Katrina 
in the United States in 2005. The Cuban government 
offered to dispatch humanitarian assistance and 
medical aid to the U.S. government but the offer 
was spurned by the George W. Bush administration 
Thereafter, the Cuban government went ahead 
and set up the Henry Reeve Brigade that year. 
Henry Reeve, a young american who joined the 

Cubans in their struggle against Spanish colonial 
rule in the 19th century, is considered one of the 
country’s national heroes.

“For more than 60 years after the revolution, 
Cuba and our people have defended solidarity 
as a principle” tweeted Bruno Rodriguez, Cuba’s 
Foreign Minister while seeing off 144 medical 
workers on their way to Jamaica. He added: “We’ll 
face the COVID[-19] together.”

Cuba has already undertaken measures to 
tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the 
ravages caused to the economy by the sixty-year-
old U.S. blockade, the Cuban health care system 
is in finer fettle than many other affluent countries 
including the U. S. Health care is universal and 
free in Cuba, unlike in the U.S., the world’s richest 
country.

Cuba’s socialist regime has been able to 
sustain a medical system that guarantees free 
and comprehensive health care. There are at least 
eight doctors for every 1,000 citizens—the highest 
ratio in the world. no country, including the U.S., 
can boast of such numbers. India has one doctor 
for every 10,000 citizens. The WHO recommends 
that a country should have at least one doctor 
for every 1,000.

Cuba has also made giant strides in the 
biotechnology sector. Because of the U.S. 
blockade, the Cuban health care system has 
become more or less self-sufficient.

The anti-viral drug, Interferon alfa-2b, 
manufactured in Cuba, has been successfully used 
to combat COVID-19 in China and other countries. 
as the pandemic spreads, this particular drug will 
help save thousands of lives. Interferon is produced 
by Cuba’s Centre for Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology (CIGB), whose research and 
products have received international acclaim.

according to medical experts, Interferon, 
which was first produced in 1980, is used as a 
preventive measure through nebulisation during 
the early stages of the COVID-19 infection. It does 
not claim to “prevent” infections. The medicine, 
currently produced in China in a joint venture, was 

Cuba, which dispatched expert 
medical teams to over 59 COVID-19 
affected countries, has come in for 
praise from the world over for its timely 
act of international solidarity. 

             JOHn CHERIan 
                    (Courtesy: Frontline april 24, 2020)

Cuba to the Rescue
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used to treat patients in China when the pandemic 
spread in Wuhan.

Interferon has been available in the Chinese 
market for the last decade and is used for treating 
conditions such as Hepatitis B and C. It is used in 
many other countries to treat illnesses such as 
HIV-aIDS and shingles. The drug has since been 
administered to more than 1,00,000 patients in 
China.

Interferon is now being used in South Korea, 
Germany and Italy to treat patients with COVID-19. 
It is in great demand in several other countries 
as well. The Kerala government has requested 
the Central government to allow the import of 
Interferon to treat those affected by the virus.

Interferon is not the only drug used for treating 
patients affected by COVID-19 though it was one 
of the most widely used in China. Luis Herrera, the 
man credited for the formulation of Interferon, 
said:”Interferon continues to be a drug that is used 
to combat viral infection and it can be effective—
as is happening in China”.

Unlike most countries, Cuba began the 
groundwork to meet the COVID-19 challenge as 
soon as the epidemic was first reported in Wuhan 
in January. Despite its economy being dependent 
on tourism, the government took the difficult 
decision of disallowing foreign visitors as soon as 
the first cases appeared on the island. One of the 
first cases of COVID-19 was an Italian tourist. The 
government has disallowed Cubans from travelling 
abroad and placed restrictions on inter-island 
transport. Prime Minister Manuel Marrero said: 
“We have decided to regulate the departure of 
all our compatriots from the national territory for 
a simple reason: to look after their health, that of 
their relatives, their neighbours and colleagues”.

Thousands of hospital beds have been 
reserved all over the island in both civilian and 
military hospitals for those likely to be affected 
by COVID-19. Factories which otherwise made 
school uniforms are now producing face masks. 
The Cuban government has left little to chance. In 
any event, the 11 million Cubans who inhabit the 
island do not have to worry about housing and 
the country’s social security system guarantees the 
basic necessities. Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-
Canel said: “We have a public health system for 
everyone, an established scientific community, an 
effective civil defence system, and a government 
that puts Cubans at the centre of its attention”.

at the time of writing this article, Cuba had 
confirmed more than 130 cases of COVID-19 
infection and three deaths. In mid March, the 
Cuban government allowed a cruise ship from 
the United Kingdom, with five confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 aboard, to dock. The ship, which 
carried 682 tourists and 381 crew members, had 
been denied permission to dock by neighbouring 

countries, including the U.S.. The U.K. government 
requested Cuba to allow the virus-hit ship to berth 
so that the passengers could disembark and fly 
back home. The Cuban government not only 
promptly allowed the virus-hit ship in, but also 
arranged for the admission and treatment of those 
who had tested positive for the virus in its hospitals .

International acclaim
“Let’s reinforce health care, solidarity and 

international cooperation,” Rodriguez said. Cuba 
has justifiably come in for praise from the world 
community for its act of international solidarity. 
Delivering his final speech in British parliament as the 
leader of the opposition, the Labour party leader, 
Jeremy Corbyn, described the internationalism of 
the Cuban doctors who travelled to Italy to help in 
the fight against the raging COVID-19 pandemic 
as “inspirational”..

The former President of Brazil, Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva, expressed his admiration for what Cuba 
is doing at a time when humanity seems to be 
at a crossroads. “It is at these times of crisis that 
we know the truly great, and it is in these hours 
that the Cuban people become a giant before 
the world”, Lula said, adding that it was also a 
“proud and sovereign response” to those who 
have imposed an economic blockade on the 
country. Lula said that Brazil, which has the biggest 
surge of COVID-19 cases in central america, sorely 
misses the presence of Cuban doctors and health 
professionals.

When Lula became President, he had invited 
Cuban doctors to participate in his landmark 
“More Doctors Program” that had helped save 
countless lives in the more deprived and remotest 
parts of Brazil. More than 10,000 Cuban doctors 
were deployed in the country. The Cuban 
doctors left Brazil in early 2019 after the newly 
elected far-right President, Jair Bolsonaro, made 
disparaging comments about the professionalism 
and motivations of the Cuban medical contingent 
deployed in far-flung corners of Brazil. He had said 
that the Cuban doctors were in Brazil for fomenting 
a left-wing revolution.

now with the pandemic spreading, Brazil is 
in the throes of a grave health crisis. There is a 
tangible fear among Brazilians that the health care 
system could collapse under the weight of the 
pandemic infections. Bolsonaro is now signalling 
that he wants the Cuban doctors to come back. 
On March 15, Brazil’s Health Secretary, Joao 
Gabbardo, requested the Cuban government 
to redeploy their doctors in Brazil. a statement 
put out by the Workers Party led by Lula read: 
“President Bolsonaro owes apologies to the 
Brazilian population and to all the Cuban doctors 
who were practically expelled from Brazil facing 
attacks, lies and fake news.”
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It is a strange coincidence of history that two great 
thinkers of mankind, Marx and Tagore, both were 

born in the month of May, the month which has a 
special significance to working class movements 
as the world observes the international labour day 
on the very first day of that month. Marx was born 
on May 5, 1818 and Tagore on May 7, 1861.  Marx 
through dialectical and historical materialism, 
constituted a very effective methodology to study 
the development of human society to look at history 
and its intrinsic contradictions. He gave mankind an 
aspiration for a new society free from exploitation, 
alienation and fragmentation. and Tagore was 
a poet, a philosopher too, who all along his life 
searched to find out the ways to overcome the 
problem of human dissatisfaction and the ways to 
realize the innate beauty of life. 

The Marxist philosophy and the historical and 
scientific analysis of the present and all pre existing 
societies, according to this doctrine, without any 
doubt points towards the attainment of a society 
which will be free from the menace of private 
property. The real appropriation of human essence 
by and for man is possible only if man is able to 
remove the shackles of his desire to hold anything 
of this world as his own, depriving others to get it. 
That kind of the world order with fully developed 
humanism is communism. In its course of action the 
world system is going to be elevated to establish 
communism with all the petals of our society smiling 
with the colours of humanity. That definitely will 
be the genuine resolution of the conflict between 
man and nature, and between man and man. 
It will be the true resolution of the strife between 
existence and essence, between freedom and 
necessity and above all, between the individual 
and the species. This resolution amounts to the 

overcoming of alienation. This alienation is the 
result of the feeling of lack of freedom which the 
present dispensation, characterized by capitalist 
mode of production and distribution, produces as 
man becomes detached from fruits of his labour. 
Thus Marxist philosophy established the idea of 
positive freedom. The realisation of this freedom by 
eliminating private property and thereby discarding 
private profit which are the reasons of human self 
estrangement will enable man to return to himself 
as the social being. This return will be accomplished 
consciously by embracing the entire wealth of all 
previous developments. This wealth is the fruit of the 
collective effort of human labour. Positive freedom is 
the right and capacity of people to determine their 
own actions in a community which is able to provide 
for the full development of human potentiality. This 
freedom may be enjoyed by individuals but only in 
and through the community. The overwhelmingly 
dominant tendency in the history of bourgeois 
society has been to open up negative freedom by 
removing feudal and other reactionary constraints 
on freedom of action. Free trade and wage labour 
are the traits of negative freedom which has its roots 
in the history of bourgeoisie. 

Rabindranath, the scholar versed with nearly 
all the aspects of human knowledge, searched 
truth and beauty of the mind we possess. He strived 
to perceive the grace of heartfelt spirituality as a 
process to merge with the divine. To him the aim 
of religion is to awaken the element of divinity 
that lies latent in man. To him true religion is the 
inner development of the individual that makes 
a man to rise above his society, country and sect. 
It is the realization of one’s own nature through 
the attainment of an ideal society. Tagore never 
believed in any religious institution and practice. 

COnTRIBUTIOnS OF  
MaRX &  TaGORE

Marx with his critical assessment 
of the society and Tagore with his 
profound inclination to divinization 
of man and humanization of God 

tried to find out the real meaning of freedom with all its fragrances.Marx was a 
political visionary, but there was a poet in him ....and  Tagore, we find him as a 
poet, as a philosopher ......

FREEDOM & EManCIPaTIOn of ManKInD

Rabindranath Samaddar Chowdhury
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He believed that organised religions act as barriers 
to communal harmony. It was where Tagore and 
Marx converged so far as their ideas about human 
nature was concerned. 

Tagore’s idea about religion was an extension 
of his idea about freedom and again his idea of 
freedom embraced the essence of true religion. 
In the drama Raktakarabi, (Red Oleander) 
Rabindranath depicted how the very essence of life 
is denied at the cost of profit. Human greed makes 
life a mere machine and a necessary component 
for production. In that drama,Tagore skeched the 
shapes of human protests against such exploitation 
of life. The inhuman adherence of our Indian society 
to caste system and the prejudice and social 
discrimination on that ground was criticized by the 
poet in unhesitating words. In his poem ‘ Durbhaga 
Desh ‘ he wrote: ‘Oh my wretched country! You 
will be humiliated in the same way you humiliated 
others for so long ‘. In the poem ‘ Ora kaj kare’ , 
(They toil)  written in 1941, a few months before his 
death, the poet told that man’s real excellence was 
produced by the silent hard work of the common 
people, by the toil of its working class. Undoubtedly 
it was his way of expressing the idea of surplus value 
of labour and its unjustified appropriation by the 
ruling class. It was also his respect to labour. He 
wrote:’ Hey mor chitto,  punya tirthe jago re dhire. Ei 
Bharater mahamanaber sagartire’. (‘O my spirit, in 
sacred pilgrimage, awake! arise! In steady calm...
around this shore of India’s great men’). Here he 
depicted his idea of India, he wrote about its true 
history, about its shared culture. People belonging 
to different races and people of different religions 
all came to this country and settled here. This 
fantastic mixture produced the tune of harmony, 
the essence of which is secularism envisaged in 
our constitution. In 1930, Tagore visited Russia. He 
described that visit as a pilgrimage. Tagore shared 
his experiences of that trip in articles that comprised 
the collection ‘Letters from Russia’. There he was 
impressed by the development efforts and the 
commitment to eradicate poverty and economic 
inequality. 

Tagore loved his country as a patriot, not 
as a nationalist. He distinguished his idea of 
patriotism from the tyranny of nationalism. To him 
nationalism was a narrow and parochial idea of 
belongingness. He always tried to champion the 
idea of internationalism. Here again we find Tagore 
to be very close to Marx who talked about working 
class and labour at an international level. When 
Marx asked working men of all countries to unite, 
he advised them to meet the challenge unitedly, 
internationally. In ‘Crisis of civilisation’, Rabindranath 
expressed his hatred against imperialist greed . all 
through his life and in his narration of life, Tagore told 
us about extinction of the self and it was his urge to 

extend the self. He wanted to be selfless in the ever 
growing sphere of humanity. Here too Marx and 
Tagore are the sound and its echo to each other. 
In contrasting, not in contradictory ways both Marx 
and Tagore, two great minds searched the routes 
leading to one of the final goals of humanity and 
that is emancipation of mankind from the chains 
of slavery. This slavery takes its birth in the dark 
province of human greed. 

Marx with his critical assessment of the society 
and Tagore with his profound inclination to 
divinization of man and humanization of God tried 
to find out the real meaning of freedom with all its 
fragrances. Marx was a political visionary, but there 
was a poet in him as is evident from all his works, 
his writings, which were intrinsically philosophical, 
embracing humanity. and it was the poetry, the 
verse the world tried to write. When we look at 
Tagore, we find him as a poet, as a philosopher who 
tried to bridge the gap between the earth and the 
heaven, tried to convert the world into a paradise 
where truth and beauty would be the two sides of 
the same coin, humanity. But at the same time we 
find a political man in him who deplored all the 
vagaries of narrow politics to make the world free 
from the venomous tentacles of such confinement. 

Tagore and Marx differed in their approach 
towards religion and private property. Marx 
discovered class struggle which is the real cause 
behind social development. Tagore provided us 
with the idea of self struggle which according to 
him is an emancipatory way for mankind to meet 
the divine. also being a poet as he was, Tagore did 
not preach materialism.  He was up to a certain 
extent an idealist as he did not rule out the primacy 
of consciousness over matter. 

Be that as it may, we can imbibe the moral 
values they both wanted to be flourished for man 
to make his dwelling place a beautiful one. Both 
of them wanted man to have freedom. What kind 
of freedom that should be? The following lines 
narrate it beautifully. ‘Where the mind is without 
fear and the head is held high; Where knowledge 
is free; Where the world has not been broken up 
into fragments by narrow domestic walls; Into that 
heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country 
awake.’ Yes, those lines were written by Tagore, but 
every breath of Karl Marx sang the same song. Yes, 
mankind needs to be led forward into that heaven 
of freedom. The world has to stop sleeping under 
the shroud of injustice and darkness.

as the working class around the world celebrate 
the glorious traditions of May Day, we pay our 
respect to two outstanding humanists Marx and 
Tagore.

                                     (Writer is an activist of
                                 Kolkata Suburban Division)
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The 25th Silver Jubilee Conference 
of GDIEU was held on 14-15 

March 2020 at Gorakhpur. The 
conference started with f lag 
hoisting by Divisional President 
Com. Tahir ali in the presence of 
the leadership and a large number 
of employees. After flag hoisting 
floral tributes were paid to Martyrs 
column.

as some restrictions were there 
in view of spread of Corona, a small 
rally took place from Divisional office 
to the Venue of the Conference 
Com. R.Govindrajan nagar amidst thunderous 
slogans of unity of working class, Unity of people 
and for protection of LIC and Public Sector.

Com. K. Venugopal inaugurated the 
conference. He expressed happiness over the 
growth of organisation in Gorakhpur Division.  He 
said that a very challenging time is ahead of the 
working class and the people of the country in 
view of the economic policies being pursued by 
present Government. He said that LIC is under 
attack and this time attack is more serious as this 
Govt is using its parliamentary majority to impose 
the retrograde policies. The IPO of LIC is nothing 
but a step towards privatisation of this great 
institution. He asserted that aIIEa is determined 
to protect LIC while advancing and protecting 
the interests of employees.

Com. Rajiv nigam, General Secretary, nCZIEF 
complimented the divisional unit for its efforts 
to enrol all the new recruits and expressed 
happiness over their large presence in the 
meeting.  He informed the audience about the 
tasks of defending LIc, securing wage revision 

25th Silver Jubilee Conference of                    
Gorakhpur Division Insurance Employees’ Union

and protecting the constitutional rights and 
demanded the participation in wider struggles. 

Com. P.K.Shrama, Joint Secretary, aIIPa, Com. 
Rakesh Kanojia, Treasurer, nCZIEF, Com. Y.P Rai, 
former Gen.Secy. GDIEU, Com. O.P.Singh, Former 
President, GDIEU, Com. Javed, District Secretary 
CPIM, Com. Rakesh Srivastva, state vice president 
UPMSRa, Com. J.n.Shah of Railway Drivers 
association also addressed the open session. Sri 
Diwakar Mohan Mittal, SDM of LIC Gorakhpur 
division also greeted the Conference. 

More than 400 Delegates/Observers/ invitees 
including more than 100 newly recruited assistants 
attended the open session, in which nearly 55 
were women comrades, 40 of whom were newly 
recruited.

at the end of the Open Session Com. K. 
Venugopal was felicitated with a memento amid 
thunderous applauds and shouting slogans.

The delegate session started with placing of 
report by Com. Rupesh Pandey and his Secretariat 
members. The report detailed all the issues relating 
to economy, politics and issues related to industry 
and working class.
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The debate was initiated by Com. Shesh nath 
Rai, Jt. Secretary, GDIEU. a total of 32 comrades 
took part in a day long debate. More importantly 
08 of them were newly recruited assistants. They 
appreciated the role of organization during the 
recruitment process. There was total unanimity on 
the formulations of the Report. Com. Rajiv nigam 
also intervened in the debate on certain points 
related to wage revision, employees benefits 
and politics of working class and importance of 
the ideological development if the organization.

Com. Rupesh Pandey, Gen. Secretary, GDIEU 

The Kanpur Division IEa observed on 
23rd March 2020, the 90th anniversary 

of the martyrdom of Shaheed azam 
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru by 
paying glowing tributes. This program 
was held at the nCZIEF headquarters 
at Kanpur.  

For the last 10 years, the KDIEa 
has been observing this program. This 
year too, it was observed despite the 
restrictions placed due Covid 19. The 
offices of LIC on this had begun the 
roster system of only 50% of employees 
to attend the office with the remaining 50% 
working from home. But these difficulties did not 
deter the KDIEa in organising the program to pay 
respect and remember the great revolutionaries 
who made the supreme sacrifice of laying down 
their lives to free India from the British slavery. The 
employees and members present in the DO/ZO 
building paid floral tributes and raised thunderous 
slogans  amar shaheedon ko Lal Salam, Inquilab 
Jindabad etc. reverberating the air.

Com. Rajiv nigam, General Secretary, nCZIEF 
in a very brief address to the employees said that 
in the present times, there should be determined 
struggle to fight divisive forces, fascism and 
imperialism and uphold the values for which the 
martyrs lived and made the supreme sacrifice. It is 
unfortunate that Bhagat Singh and his comrades 
are being appropriated by the forces who are 
opposed to their philosophy and ideology.  
Shaheed Bhagat Singh and his comrades stood 
for unity of the people and wanted India to 
take the path of socialism which alone can 
emancipate the vast majority of the unfortunate 
and deprived sections of the society.  Bhagat 
Sight was vehemently against imperialism, the 
imperialism in whose good books the present rulers 

90th Martyrs Day of Shaheed Azam                      
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev& Rajguru Observed 

of the country are vying to be even at the cost of 
compromising the national sovereignty. 

Com. amit Mishra, President, KDIEa, Com. 
arun Tewari, General Secretary, KDIEa, Com. 
Rakesh Kanojia, Treasurer, nCZIEF , Com. Manoj 
Kumar Working President, KDIEa, Com. Indra 
Gupta, Office Secretary, KDIEA and many officers 
and Employees attended and paid tributes.

a small exhibition with banners of some very 
important quotes of Shaheed azam Bhagat Singh 
was also displayed in the gallery of Zonal Office.

summed up the debate and the Report was 
unanimously adopted. The audited statements of 
accounts were also adopted unanimously

The delegate session was attended 136 
Delegates and Observers. 

The conference unanimously elected Com. 
Tahir ali as President, Com. Rupesh Pandey 
as General Secretary and Com. Mahendra 
Srivastava as Treasurer for the ensuing term.

The conference concluded with the national 
anthem.

COnSUMER PRICE InDEX
   Month Base 2001 Base 1960 
  June 2019 316 7212.98
  July 319 7281.46
 august 320 7304.29
 September 322 7349.94
 October 325 7418.42
 november 328 7486.90
 December 330 7532.55
 January 2020 330 7532.55
 February 328 7486.90

               Base1960=Base2001x22.8259
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General Insurance Council has sought relaxations 
from IRDa in certain regulatory requirements, 
particularly those related to solvency ratio. The 
impact of Covid-19 outbreak has been very severe 
on the operations of general insurers. The Council 
states there have been huge mark-to-market losses 
in equity investments during the month of March 
2020. Due to intense competition, frequency of 
catastrophes and higher claims, the non-life insurers 
have been reporting underwriting losses along 
with high combined ratio for many years now.  
They rely heavily on their investment income to 
sail them through. But the IRDa has turned down 
this request for a blanket relaxation of solvency 
margins. However it will be considering specific 
cases on merit.

X
Rating agency ICRa notes that the impact of 
Covid-19 on non-life insurance firms with a large 
share of health in their portfolio would experience 
substantially rise in hospitalisation expenses, which 
in turn will increase the number of claims with 
huge claim amount. It also calculates that if claims 
ratio for health segment increases by 30 to 40 
percentage points there will be net loss ratio of 130 
to 140 percentage points taking the total increase 
in claims to Rs.6000 – 8000 crore higher compared 
to as on March 2019.

X
The Life Insurance Council has instructed that all 
public and private life insurance companies should 
settle all claims if a death occurs due to Covid-19 
saying that Force Majeure does not apply in these 
cases. LIC has already started settling such claims.

X
IRDa, in line of RBI’s instructions, has asked the 
insurers to grant a moratorium of three months 
towards payment of instalments of term loans 
sanctioned by them falling due between March1, 
2020 and March 31, 2020.

X
new India assurance, the country’s largest 
public sector non-life insurer has been selected 
by Government of India to provide insurance 
coverage to more than 2 million health care 
professionals taking care of the patients diagnosed 
with the deadly Covid-19.

X
IRDa has granted relaxation to merged public 
sector banks by allowing them to act as corporate 
agents of more than three entities in Life, general 
and health insurance companies for a period of 

twelve months from the date of 
merger i.e. april 1, 2020.  It has 
clarified that while the exemption 
allows transfer of existing insurance 
arrangements of acquired banks to 
the acquiring banks it should not be 
construed as permission of the IRDa 

to enter into new arrangement with other insurers. 
X

Global insurers are increasingly worried about 
shareholders, employees or customers bringing 
coronavirus-related claims against company 
executives and are considering excluding the virus 
from D & O insurance policies. D&O insurance  – 
Director and Officers insurance  policies cover 
the Companies who face legal action against 
their  directors, officers and executives, including 
defense costs and penalties by the courts. Two 
cases have been filed in the United States in 
recent weeks accusing companies of making 
misleading statements about the coronavirus or 
their coronavirus plans in order to sell products and 
boost their share price, while cruise operators, for 
example, are bracing for claims from passengers 
stuck on ships hit by the virus.

X
Credit insurers, which are often the frontline for 
absorbing loan losses, are lowering credit limits and 
are heading towards “withdrawal of coverage 
for places like Italy and Spain,”  where the death-
dance of Covid-19 is the only thing that is visible. 
Without insurance, companies can be reluctant 
to buy or sell goods or services to others, with a 
rise in insolvencies expected among European 
firms forced to halt operations due to lockdowns 
aimed at slowing the coronavirus pandemic’s 
spread.  and rightly there comes a guarantee 
from European Union states to Credit insurers in 
a bid to keep coronavirus-hit companies afloat. 
The $11 billion trade credit insurance sector has a 
bigger exposure in Europe than in asia, where the 
coronavirus pandemic began and where brokers 
say insurers have withdrawn cover.

X
Citing the experience of countries like Spain and 
Italy that the elderly, aged 60 and above, are at 
much greater risk than the young, the insurance 
companies are planning to increase the health 
insurance premium by anything from  30 per cent 
to 50 per cent for senior citizens. “Senior citizens 
have a less robust immune system and many 
already will have health conditions like heart or 
lung disease, diabetes etc which affects their ability 
to fight infectious diseases. And also the cost of 
hospitalisation and treatment for this disease and 
accompanying complications can be quite high 
hence it becomes imperative for a high in health 
insurance premium”, they say. 
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 X according to ILO report, the 
Covid-19 crisis is expected 
to wipe out 195 million full 
time jobs.  ILO also said that 
there is high risk that the 
end-of-the year figure will 
be significantly higher than 
the initial projection of 25 
million.  Currently 81% of the 
global workforce of 3.3 billion 
is affected by the full or partial 
workplace closures.  according to ILO, 1.25 
billion workers are employed in sectors of the 
economy identified as being at high risk of 
“drastic and devastating” increases in job 
losses, wage cuts and reduction in working 
hours.  

 X according to United nations, africa could fall 
into recession, with growth estimates revised 
for 2020 down to 1.8% from earlier 3.2%.  The 
World Bank reports an equally grim situation, 
estimating $ 37 billion to $ 79 billion in losses 
due to the pandemic.  Trade and value chain 
disruption and a 7% fall in food productions 
due to transport blockages could see food 
imports decline by a massive 25%.  World Bank 
projects that africa’s economy will shrink by 
2.1-5.1 percent this year.  an african Union (aU) 
study predicts that some 20 million jobs are at 
risk in africa due to the impact of pandemic.  

 X US job loss figures for March, which show 
employers cut the workforce by 710000 are 
only the start of what is shaping up to be 
deepest collapse of the job market since the 
Great Depression of 1930s.  During the last one 
month some 9.9 million people have filed for 
the unemployment benefits.  More jobs will be 
lost than in any month since the worst days of 
2007-09 recessions.  The unemployment rate for 
March rose to 4.4% from 3.5% in February, the 
largest one month increase since January 1975. 
The Wall Street Journal has however estimated 
that 3 million jobs are lost and warned that 
it is just a beginning.  Forecast by Oxfam 
Economists are that US will lose another 27.9 
million jobs and unemployment rate will shot 
up by 16%.  The Congressional Budget office 
has said that the unemployment rate will go 
over 10% in the second quarter.  according to 
Moody’s analytics, nearly 80 million jobs, more 
than half of the jobs in the US economy are at 
risk due to Corona Virus.

 X Data from the US Commerce department and 
the Federal Reserve show that the american 
economy entered a steep decline in March.  
Retail sales, in seasonally adjusted terms, fell by 
8.7% from a month earlier, biggest fall since 1992.   

Figures released by the Fed showed that the 
industrial production including manufacturing, 
mining, oil and natural gas production have 
steeply dropped. Manufacturing output fell by 
6.3%.  The largest decline was in the production 
of motor vehicles and parts, which fell by 28%. 
The IMF has warned in its latest economic 
outlook that the world is entering the most 
significant contraction since the Great 
Depression, expected to amount at least $ 9 
trillion over 2020 and 2021.  This is equivalent 
to the economic output of Germany and 
Japan combined.  It has forecast that the US 
economy will shrink by 5.9% this year.

 X China, the world’s second largest economy, 
has recorded a 6.8% year-on-year decline in 
GDP for the first quarter of the year compared 
to the last quarter of 2019, registering the first 
year-on-year contraction since 1992.  IMF has 
forecast the world economy would shrink 
by 3% this year but predicted that China will 
maintain a positive growth rate of 1.2% for 
the year.     according to estimate by UBS 
economists, non-farm employment fell by 
78 million in the first quarter, 60 million in the 
service sector and 20 million in the industrial 
and Construction sectors.  according to the 
Institute of International Finance, the ratio of 
total debt to GDP expanded from 173% in 2008 
to around 300% in 2019.

 X according to a recent analysis by United 
nations University (UnU), in India 104 million 
more people could fall below the World Bank 
determined poverty line of $ 3.2 a day for 
lower-middle income countries.  at present, 
60% of India’s population or estimated 812 
million people live below poverty line.  The 
CMIE has reported that the proportion of 
households who said that their finances were 
worse has risen from 9% in January 2020 to a 
whopping 45% in the first fortnight of April 2020.  
The employment rate fell to an all time low of 
38.2% in March 2020 and the unemployment 
rate in India is over 23%.  Barclays emerging 
market research has cut India’s 2020 GDP 
forecast to 0.0% from 2.5% earlier, and revised 
its GDP forecast for 2020-21 from 3.5% earlier 
to 0.8% now.
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MEXICAN MEDICAL WORKERS PROTEST LACK OF 
SUPPLIES, PROTOCOL FOR COVID-19 CASES: Protests 
by doctors, nurses and interns broke out on 19th March 
at hospitals across Mexico as the number of Coronavirus 
cases grew. The common theme was the woeful lack of 
supplies to treat patients and protect the workers from 
infection. On 20th March, nurses protested in front of the 
Zone-1 general regional hospital in Mexico City.

p
ALBERTA NURSES REFUSE TO WORK WITHOUT N95 
PROTECTION MASKS (CANADA): Community nurses in 
Edomonton Assessment clinics across Canada refusing to 
perform Coronavirus testing on patients unless they are 
provided with N95 respirator face masks. Currently, the 
nurses have been issued lower standard surgical masks.

p
TURKISH WORKERS STRIKE AS BOSSES KEEP THEM 
AT WORK DESPITE COVID-19:With over 1.8 million 
Coronavirus cases detected worldwide, Turkey is emerging 
as an epicentre of the pandemic in the Middle East 
after Iran, which has reached more than 30,000 cases 
and nearly 600 deaths as its healthcare is devasted by 
punishing US and European sanctions. Amid the rapid 
spread of the disease, opposition is rapidly growing in 
the working class to the government’s policy of keeping 
them at work, despite a growing number of COVID-19 
cases in the factories. There is deep anger at the Turkish 
Ruling Elite’s willingness to sacrifice thousands of workers 
to boost profits during the pandemic. In a metal factory 
in Istanbul, thousands of workers walked out on 3rd April.

p
MALAYSIAN ELECTRONICS WORKERS PICKET FOR 
PAY RISE: Hundreds of workers of German-based 
transnational Infineon Technologies Semi-conductor 
plant in Kulim, Malaysia picketed the main gates on 
17th March. They were demanding management resume 
negotiations with their union. The company refused any 
wage increase. The workers demanding wage increase 
of from 3-10% bases on years of service and full medical 
benefits, maternity subsidy, shift allowances and improved 
safety conditions.

p
WORKERS PROTEST SPIKE IN CHINA AFTER A MONTH 
OF QUARANTINE: After a month of lockdowns related 
to the Coronavirus which virtually erased strikes in China, 
workers have emerged from multiple industries protesting 
economic distress. China labour bulletin recorded 25 
strike incidents since late February, most in the service 
and transport industries. 

p
AUSTRALIAN PAPER MILL WORKERS 
CONTINUE SRTIKE ACTION: Hundreds 
of maintenance workers from Australian 
paper mill in Maryvale, Southeast of 
Melbourne resumed strike from 19th to 
24th March against company’s proposed 
enterprise agreement. The actions follow 
ongoing limited strikes and work bans 
from January 2020.

p
WORKERS IN US OPPOSE RUSH BACK TO WORK AS 
DEATH TOLL RISES AMONG GROCERY, TRANSIT AND 
AUTO WORKERS: Strikes and other job actions are 
continuing as workers demand closure of non-essential 
workplaces and protection against the pandemic. In the 
US, supermarket and delivery workers have joined the 
ranks of frontline and essential workers protesting unsafe 
conditions and the lack of protective gear. On 7th April, 
grocery store workers in Boston from a number of chains, 
including whole foods, Trader Joe’s, and Stop and Shop 
workers demonstrated.

p
UK’S HEATHROW AIRPORT DEMANDS WORKERS TO 
TAKE PAY CUT OR FACE DISMISSAL: London Heathrow, 
the UK’s busiest airport, is forcing its workers to take a 
15% pay cut or face dismissal over the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In a letter issued by Heathrow’s 
‘Chief People Officer’ told the workers that they must 
accept 15% wage cut, a supposedly ‘voluntary’ reduction 
in pay in order to bolster the Airports Flagging Profits. If 
they refuse, they will lose their jobs.

p
QUEENSLAND PUBLIC HEALTH WORKERS DEMAND 
PAY INCREASE: Frontline public health workers are de-
manding the state government to reverse its decision to 
freeze a promised pay rise agreed last year. The workers 
including cleaners, ward-persons, kitchen hands, laundry 
staff and other frontline workers who are putting their life 
at risk during the COVID-19 pandemic, have not had a 
pay increase for two years.

p
BURMESE WORKERS DEMAND FACTORY SHUTDOWNS: 
Thousands of factory workers from four plants at the 
Dagon Seikkan township industrial zone in Yangon 
Burma’s largest city stopped work on 3rd April over the 
Coronavirus pandemic. The workers, mainly women, are 
demanding employers to shut down the plants for the 
whole month of April and pay them their full wages for 
the month.

p
GREEK HEALTH WORKERS PROTEST: Health workers in 
Greece protested outside 28 hospitals across the country 
on 7th April against the government’s failure to provide 
adequate protection against the pandemic. The worker’s 
demands include increased funding for hospitals, personal 
protective equipment, accessible to free medical treatment 
and tests, no redundancies and special sick leave for 
health workers.
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LIC assures: LIC has assured its 
policyholders that the death claims 
arising due to COVID-19 will be 
treated at par with other causes of 
death and payments shall be made on 
an urgent basis. *LIC’s policyholders 
can pay premiums through digital 
payment options without any service 
charge. Premiums can also be paid 
by downloading mobile app LIC Pay 
Direct. Policyholders do not need to 
register on the website for paying premium but can 
directly pay by giving basic details.  *Premiums can also 
be paid at all IDBI and Axis Bank branches and in cash 
through Common Service Centres (CSC), operating at 
block level. *LIC’s policies that can be revived without 
any evidence of good health can be done online. *LIC 
has made five plans available online for purchase: pure 
protection plan Tech Term, Jeevan Shanti Annuity Plan, 
Cancer Cover, SIPP and Nivesh Plus.

LIC crossed: LIC has crossed the mark of 21.40 million 
policies sold in FY19. It had sold 21.42 million policies 
as of March 17, 2020. 

Corona Claims: The Life Insurance Council said 
none of its members will deny death claims to any 
policyholder in the eventuality of loss of life due to the 
Covid infection. The clause of ‘force majeure’ will not 
apply in case of Covid-19 death claims. The clause 
generally refers to unforeseeable circumstances that 
may prevent someone from fulfilling a contract. 

Telemedicals: With lockdown due to coronavirus 
continuing, insurance players are relying on telemedicals 
instead of the prevalent practice of going to designate 
laboratories and getting the medical tests done. While 
taking insurance policy through telemedical, customer 
will be required to make a declaration about health 
condition through a call with a doctor appointed 
by the insurer who will be asking simple questions 
regarding health conditions and lifestyle habits. While 
the customers are able to buy new polices, the onus is 
on them to ensure that they are giving the right details. 
The companies will have a right to decline the claims 
or give proportionate claims if they find the disclosures 
to be untrue.

Health Premium: Health insurance premiums are 
set to rise due to the modifications mandated by 
IRDAI. The rise in premiums could be in the range 
of 5-25%, depending on the features that each 
insurance company adds on its products. Insurance 
firms have been given time till September 30 to include 
modifications mandated by the regulator. 

Pandemic Pool: A section of the insurance industry has 

proposed a pandemic insurance pool, on the lines of 
terror insurance pool, to tackle the possible claims from 
coronavirus-type of virus attacks.

Term Premium: The term insurance premiums are 
likely to go up, given the increased reinsurance costs. 
The premiums could go up by 40% to 15% depending 
upon the insurer.

TP Premium: IRDAI has said that the third-party motor 
insurance premiums will not be increased for the next 
financial year i.e FY2020-21 as proposed earlier, until 
the regulator notifies the same. 

Insurance frauds: Frauds burnt a Rs 45,000-crore 
hole in the Indian insurance industry’s pocket in 2019. 
In percentage terms, most insurers lose between 
10%-15% across all lines of their business, whereas 
health insurance fraudulent claims can even touch 
35%. Further, about 90% of auto insurance frauds 
are the result of padding claims (which means to add 
damages, injuries and fictitious passengers to insurance 
claims). The other 10% of insurance frauds come 
from organised accident-staging. In the life insurance 
segment, most frauds are seen where the sum assured is 
between Rs 2 lakh to Rs 12 lakh. Most of the advanced 
countries where the insurance industry has matured, 
have put insurance fraud laws in place. In India, there 
is no specific provision in the Indian Penal Code for 
insurance frauds. 

Insurance Drones: Globally, the annual cost of 
insurance claims has increased eight-fold since 1970. 
Drones are increasingly being used by insurers today 
to achieve better risk management and reduce costs 
without compromising on efficiency while settling 
claims. Most popular application of drones is in 
assessing damage after an event or natural disaster. 
Enterprise drones can be programmed to reach remote 
locations which are hard to evaluate as soon as a 
calamity hits.

IAG Exited: Australia’s IAG has sold its entire 26% stake 
in SBI General Insurance Co Ltd for Rs 2,325 crore. 
The stake has been sold to Premji Invest and Warburg 
Pincus group.
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AIIPA gave a call to all the units for help and 

contribution to Chief Ministers’ Fund. AIIPA 

contributed ONE LAKH  to “PM’s Care Fund”.

  The reports that are pouring in from various 

Units of the AIIPA  gives a vivid picture of the 

help rendered to the needy. In Siliguri (WB) the 

cadres of AIIPA along with AIIEA units,  took 

up the job of distribution of ration in Santhal 

Adivasi village for Tea garden workers. In Mysore, 

Cuddapah, Hyderabad, our units distributed 

ration packets with the help of CITU.  in Madurai, 

physically challenged people were given grocery 

items worth Rs.43,100. In Guntur(AP) General 

Insurance Pensioners’ Association, Amaravati unit, 

distributed 500 kits of gloves, masks  and sanitary 

items. In Bangalore ICPA is distributing one lakh 

rupees worth ration on 25 April  to the unorganised 

workers who lost their livelihood due to the sudden 

lock down. 

The collection reports from members are 

overwhelming. Five Kerala units of AIIPA collected. 

Rs 10,25,000 and remitted the same to chief 

minister ‘s relief fund. GIPA in  Andra Pradesh 

gave Rs 50000 to PM’s care fund and collected 

AIIPA joins Relief work against Covid-19 pandemic
more than 2 lakhs for CM’sfund. Jaipur, Ajmer, 

vishakpatnam  remittted more than a lakh 

rupees to CM’s fund. Surat, Jalandhar,vidarbha, 

Aolipa,Orissa) karnal, Aurangabad contributed 

more than 50000 rupees. ‘Pensioners of Thanjavur 

contributed Rs. 2,30,000 to TN CM’s relief fund; 

Salem LIC Pensioners’ Association  has Collected 

Rs. 50,000; Madurai LICPA has already collected 

Rs. 50000 and hopes to collect Rs. Two lakhs. 

Both the members of A. P. GIPA & HRGIPA have 

contributed Rs. 2.5 lakhs each to respective state 

C. M. s Relief Fund. Apart from that APGIPA has 

contributed Rs. 50,000 to P. M. Cares Fund.’” This 

is based on the details received by AIIPA and 

covers collections above Rs. Fifty thousand only.”

Most of the units contributed to the gigantic 

task of facing the unprecedented challenge 

posed to the humanity. In many centres 

collections were incomplete because of 

lockdown. But it is refreshing to hear the reports 

of our AIIPA comrades joining the relief work as 

a mark of solidarity and concern towards the 

have-nots. 

We demand free and public health for all

Contd from Page 14

In these circumstances 

it is important for workers to 

understand that capitalism 

o n l y  g e n e r a t e s  a n d 

reproduces disease, torment 

and exploitation. Capitalism 

is anachronistic, it is barbaric. 

It cannot be humanized. The 

reformists who present the 

modernization of the exploitative 

system as a solution become 

servants of social exploitation. 

There is no vaccine, nor will it be 

found, to humanize capitalism. 

It contains social inequality from 

its “womb”.

The pandemic str ipped 

capitalism naked, removing its 

mask and fancy clothes.

So today, the duty of all 

militants is more necessary, 

more urgent. We must unite the 

workers and the peoples for a 

society without capitalists and 

capitalist exploitation. All the 

workers, together, we can do 

it. Our struggle against daily 

problems is just. Our struggle 

for the social liberation of the 

working class is necessary.

 ICREA, Visakhapatnam handing over a cheque to AP Police 

Commissioner towards CMDRF

ICPA, Bengaluru Distributing relief materials to 

 distressed unorganized workers
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