


MARCH 20162

Insurance Worker



MARCH 2016 1

Insurance Worker

Monthly Journal of All India Insurance Employees’ Association

 In This Issue

No.8, OTC Road, Bengaluru-560002,  Ph:080-22211883
e-mail: insuranceworker1957@gmail.com  

iw_2005@yahoo.com

Cover Design & Lay-out: 
M.Ramu, Kriya Prakashana
Image Courtesy : Ganashakthi

Subscription
Annual : Rs. 120
Single Copy:  Rs. 10

VOLUME 59            NUMBER 3 MARCH 2016

EDITOR: AMANULLA KHAN

International Women’s Day 2016 
PLEDGE FOR GENDER PARITY
   M.Girija   8
STEP IT UP FOR GENDER EQUALITY  
   R S Chenbagama  10
Caste Leads to Split,Class Will Unite
   Anand Teltumbde  12
Dr. Ambedkar and  the Framing of 
the Indian Constitution
   Shreekant Mishra  14
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bill
    TVNS Ravindranath  18
TüÐMüÐ mÉÄQûÏ cÉqÉMü, aÉWûUÉ WÒûAÉ  ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ MüÉ ÌuÉwÉ
    UÉqÉcÉlSì vÉqÉÉï      21

Who is an Anti-national? G.Samapath         24
Modi sarkar threatened democracy; 
that is the most anti-national of all acts
                        Pratap Bhanu Mehta 26
Editorials from The Indian Express 28
and The Hindu    29

Insurance News-A M Khan
Working Class Struggles-S.Sridhara
Economic Tid-bits-J.Suresh
For Our Field Force-Arivukkadal

The arrest of Kanhaiya Kumar, President of 
Jawaharlal Nehru University Students Union and 

charging him under Sedition law is a chilling message 
that political dissent would be ruthlessly crushed and 
voices differing from those of the ruling establishment 
will be violently silenced.  

The JNU row is not an isolated incident.  It is 
a clear pattern by the Hindutva forces to take 
over universities that offer space to question the 
majoritarian views rather than blindly conforming 
to them.  It is with this aim that universities are being 
filled with pliant vice-chancellors who are close 
to the ideology of the Hindutva forces.  History is 
being rewritten to give a saffron colour.  The ABVP, 
student wing of the BJP is given State patronage 
and encouragement to deal with those who do not 
agree with the Hindutva ideology on the campuses.  
The foisting of a mediocre actor as the head of the 
premier FTII in Pune; the banning of the Ambedkar 
Study Centre in IIT, Chennai; the happenings in the 
Central University Hyderabad resulting into the most 
unfortunate death of Rohith Vemula were clear 
attempts to tame the students who could pose a 

challenge to the project of Hindutva.  
The JNU is the premier university in India having 

produced brilliant personalities in different walks 
of life.  This university refused to reduce itself to the 
status of a teaching shop.  It celebrated pluralism 
and plurality of thought and it has also been in the 
forefront of many a struggle to protect democracy 
and expand democratic rights.  Such a University 
is always an eye sore for the Hindutva forces and 
therefore an incident where allegedly anti-India 
slogans were raised by a fringe among students, 
which we condemn, was utilized to crackdown on 
the entire student movement with the full police 
force.  The pattern here is similar to what happened 
in Central University of Hyderabad.  The ABVP 
complains; BJP MPs file FIRs and Central Ministers 
intervene in what essentially is a matter that needs 
to be investigated by the university administration 
and take appropriate action against those who 
are guilty.

In the case of JNU not only the HRD Minister 
demands action against all those who insult Bharat 

IT IS A CHILLING MESSAGE                                               
FALL IN LINE OR ELSE ...
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Mata but even the Home Minister decides to direct 
the police to take stern action against the anti-
national forces in the JNU.  It is absolutely shameful 
that Home Minister relies upon a fake tweet to link 
students to dreaded Pakistani terrorist Hafiz Sayeed.  
The Police raids the University and arrests the elected 
President of JNUSU Kanhaiya Kumar and charge him 
with sedition without even preliminary investigations.  
The opportunity is utilized by the Hindutva forces to 
create a debate on nationalism with a clear political 
motive after the communal mobilization program 
failed in Delhi and Bihar elections.  The government 
gives full authority to decide who is nationalist and 
who is anti-national to the Hindutva forces which also 
comprise the ABVP and some goon lawyers. 

What is more shameful is the total subordination 
of the leading television channels to the Hindutva 
agenda.  The Times Now TV Channel titled its program 
as One Voice One India.  Does it not look similar to 
the RSS slogan of One Nation One language One 
Culture?  News-X another channel titles its program 
as ‘India fights Afzal League’.  Media trial takes place 
with a frenzy to establish that students of JNU are 
anti-national making the courts and judicial system 
totally redundant.  This is a serious assault on India’s 
Constitution.  Let Times Now know the simple truth 
that India is beautiful because of its diverse voices 
and debates that promote and enrich democracy.  
Let News-X too know that the title of its program 
seeks to establish all those who are opposed to 
the government actions as Anti-nationals.  By the 
standards set by News-X it appears majority of Indians 
as anti-nationals.  What is more nauseating is the 
use of fake videos to show that the arrested student 
leader indulged in anti-nation sloganeering.

There is a vicious campaign against the universities 
where students refuse to conform to the ideology of 
Hindutva in the social media. A BJP leader from 
Haryana called the protesting female students of JNU 
as prostitutes.   The BJP MP Chandan Mitra demands 
‘shut down JNU’. A retired IT Czar Mohandas Pai 
says‘in case students wish to focus on politics and 
not on their studies, there is no case for tax payers 
to subsidise extreme views or an archaic left’. Both 
these statements demonstrate the arrogance of the 
rich and their anti-poor ideology.  India today has 
one of the most privatized education systems in the 
world and this has made education out of bounds 
for the poor and depressed sections of the society.  
The demand to shut down JNU is not just an arrogant 
response to the dissenting voices but also to promote 
much more privatization of education.  The IT Czar 
is projecting that the rich are doing a great favour 
to the poor by subsidizing their education.  May we 
know from him who actuallyis the tax payer? Is not 

every Indian citizen paying some tax either directly 
or indirectly?  Is India the kingdom of the rich and 
poor do not have any right over its critical natural 
resources? And what about those poor industrialists 
who have looted the public sector banks established 
through tax payers money and their nationalism? The 
IT Czar through this perverse logic is trying to turn basic 
economic understanding upside down.

These precisely were the questions raised by 
Kanhaiya Kumar.  He demanded freedom from 
hunger, freedom from feudalism, freedom from 
capitalism, freedom from exploitation, freedom 
from caste discrimination etc.  For the IT Czar, Delhi 
Police Commissioner and their ilk these are very 
dangerous slogans and create disaffection against 
an elected government and therefore are seditious 
in nature. These are anti-national slogans as they 
oppose the neo-liberalism regime that is promoting 
the interests of the rich.  These slogans are dangerous 
as they raise objection to the unprecedented 
accumulation of wealth by the top 1 percent of the 
Indian population depriving even basic necessities 
of life to the vast majority of the population.  It has 
become a fashion to brand people anti-national 
if their opinion is different from majoritarian views.  
Today eating habits, wearing clothes and what not 
have to pass the test of nationalism.  And if they do 
not conform to the views of the Hindutva brigade, 
one is branded anti-national and asked to pack off 
to a neighbouring country. 

This is a dangerous situation.  Fortunately the 
issue of JNU has united the student community.  The 
students and teachers of premier institutions across 
the country and abroad have extended support to 
the students of JNU.  A large number of progressive 
people from different walks of life have strongly 
criticized the government for its undemocratic 
actions.  They have also expressed concern over the 
totally partisan behavior of Delhi police and its Chief 
who acted with alarming speed against students 
while turning a blind eye to the goon lawyers who 
indulged in violent activity on the court premises 
forcing the Supreme Court to comment that ‘this is 
an extra-ordinary situation’.

The trade union movement cannot stand as a 
bystander in this struggle which is essentially to protect 
the Constitution and democratic rights.  While we do 
not support any anti-India activity and condemn 
it unequivocally, the nationalism of Indian citizens 
cannot be decided by the forces of Hindutva.  We 
must resist and oppose the boundaries of nationalism 
as drawn by Hindutva forces.  Yes we demand 
freedom from hunger, unemployment, communal 
virus and caste discrimination.  If this is anti-national in 
a semi feudal capitalist society, we fail to understand 
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what is Nationalism. If the demand for a fair,  just 
and harmonious society is anti-national, we do not 
understand what is patriotism.  For the Hindutva 
project to succeed it not only requires taming of the 
students, it also requires taming of the workers who 
constitute the majority in India.  Let there be no doubt 
that the trade union movement will come under 
tremendous attack by the reactionary neo-liberal 
regime.  The trends are clearly seen.  The trade union 

movement must rise to defend India, its constitution 
and the liberal values from the attacks by forces of 
Hindutva.  The trade union movement must make it 
clear that the unity of India is not just the protection 
of its territorial boundaries but also the unity of its 
people.  The students have joined the battle.  The 
workers too must join the battle.  It is bound to be a 
long and bitterly fought battle. We have to win this 
battle for the soul and idea of India.

rÉWû QûUÉuÉlÉÉ xÉÇSåvÉ Wæû-oÉÉiÉ qÉÉlÉÉã AlrÉjÉÉ....
eÉuÉÉWûUsÉÉsÉ lÉåWûÃ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ NûÉ§É xÉÇbÉ Måü AkrÉ¤É 

MülWæûrÉÉ MÑüqÉÉU MüÐ ÌaÉUniÉÉUÏ AÉæU ElÉ mÉU UÉeÉSìÉåWû MüÉ AÍpÉrÉÉåaÉ 
sÉaÉÉlÉÉ LåxÉÉ QûUÉuÉlÉÉ xÉÇSåvÉ SåiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü AxÉWûqÉÌiÉ 
MüÉå MüPûÉåUiÉÉ xÉå MÑücÉsÉ ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ AÉæU vÉÉxÉMü mÉëÌiÉ¸ÉlÉ xÉå 
AxÉWûqÉiÉ WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉÏ AÉuÉÉeÉÉåÇ MüÉå eÉoÉUSxiÉÏ cÉÑmÉ MüUÉ ÌSrÉÉ 
eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ|

eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. ÌuÉuÉÉS LåxÉÏ AMåüsÉÏ bÉOûlÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| rÉWû ÌWûlSÒiuÉ 
MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ ElÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU MüoeÉÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ LMü 
iÉUÏMüÉ Wæû eÉÉå oÉWÒûqÉiÉ Måü ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉ AlkÉÉlÉÑMüUhÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ 
oÉeÉÉrÉ ElÉ ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ mÉU xÉuÉÉsÉ EPûÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå MÑüNû xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ 
mÉëSÉlÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| rÉWûÏ uÉWû E¬åvrÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå LåxÉå AlÉÑMÔüsÉ EmÉ-MÑüsÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå pÉU ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû eÉÉå 
ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ MüÐ ÌuÉcÉÉUkÉÉUÉ Måü lÉeÉSÏMü WæûÇ| MåüxÉËUrÉÉ 
UÇaÉ qÉåÇ UÇaÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå CÌiÉWûÉxÉ MüÉå mÉÑlÉÈ ÍsÉZÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| 
oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ MüÐ NûÉ§É vÉÉZÉÉ L.oÉÏ.uÉÏ.mÉÏ MüÉå UÉerÉ MüÉ xÉÇU¤ÉhÉ mÉëSÉlÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ mÉËUxÉUÉåÇ qÉåÇ ElÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ xÉå ÌlÉmÉOûlÉå MüÉå ExÉå 
mÉëÉåixÉÉÌWûiÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû eÉÉå ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ ÌuÉcÉÉUkÉÉUÉ xÉå xÉWûqÉiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ WûÉåiÉå WæûÇ| mÉÑhÉå MüÐ mÉëqÉÑZÉ xÉÇxjÉÉ LTü.OûÏ.AÉD.AÉD Måü 
AkrÉ¤É mÉS mÉU LMü xÉÉqÉÉlrÉ MüsÉÉMüÉU MüÉå jÉÉåmÉlÉÉ, AÉD.AÉD.
OûÏ cÉå³ÉD qÉåÇ AqoÉåQûMüU xOûQûÏ xÉåÇOûU MüÉå oÉÇS MüUlÉÉ uÉ WæûSUÉoÉÉS 
Måü MåülSìÏrÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ MüÐ bÉOûlÉÉLÆ ÎeÉlÉMüÉ mÉËUhÉÉqÉ uÉWûÉÆ 
Måü LMü NûÉ§É UÉåÌWûjÉ uÉåqÉÑsÉÉ MüÐ SÒaÉïpÉÉarÉmÉÔhÉï qÉ×irÉÑ qÉåÇ WÒûAÉ, rÉå 
xÉoÉ ElÉ NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå SooÉÔ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü mÉërÉÉxÉ jÉå eÉÉå ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ 
mÉËUrÉÉåeÉlÉÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ mÉëxiÉÑiÉ MüU xÉMüiÉå jÉå|

eÉåLlÉrÉÔ pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ LMü mÉëqÉÑZÉ xÉÇxjÉÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉlÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ Måü 
ÌuÉÍpÉ³É ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉÑÌ®qÉÉlÉ vÉÎZxÉrÉiÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉæSÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ 
ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ lÉå xuÉrÉÇ MüÉå LMü mÉÄRûÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ SÒMüÉlÉ oÉlÉlÉå xÉå 
CÇMüÉU ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| CxÉlÉå ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉ uÉ ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ MüÐ 
mÉëvÉÇxÉÉ MüÐ Wæû iÉjÉÉ rÉWû eÉlÉiÉl§É MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå uÉ eÉlÉiÉÉÎl§ÉMü 
AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉ mÉëxÉÉU MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå AlÉåMü xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ AÉaÉå 
UWûÉ Wæû| LåxÉÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉrÉå WûqÉåvÉÉ 
WûÏ AÉÆZÉ Måü MüÉÇOåû MüÐ iÉUWû WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû AÉæU CxÉÏÍsÉrÉå LMü LåxÉÏ 
bÉOûlÉÉ MüÉå mÉÔUå mÉÑÍsÉxÉ oÉsÉ ²ÉUÉ NûÉ§É AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÉ SqÉlÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ MÑüNû xÉÏqÉÉliÉ NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ lÉå 
MüÍjÉiÉ ÃmÉ xÉå pÉÉUiÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ lÉÉUå sÉaÉÉrÉå jÉå ÎeÉlÉMüÐ ÌMü WûqÉ 
ÌlÉlSÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| rÉWûÉÆ eÉÉå iÉUÏMüÉ AmÉlÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ uÉWû WæûSUÉoÉÉS 

Måü MåülSìÏrÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ qÉåÇ AmÉlÉÉrÉå aÉrÉå iÉUÏMåü Måü WûÏ xÉqÉÉlÉ 
jÉÉ| LoÉÏuÉÏmÉÏ ÍvÉMüÉrÉiÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû, oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ xÉÉÇxÉS mÉëjÉqÉ xÉÔcÉlÉÉ 
ËUmÉÉåOïû ÍsÉZÉuÉÉiÉå WæûÇ iÉjÉÉ MåülSìÏrÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ ElÉ qÉÉqÉsÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ WûxiÉ¤ÉåmÉ 
MüUiÉå WæûÇ eÉÉå AÌlÉuÉÉrÉï ÃmÉ xÉå LåxÉå qÉÉqÉsÉå WûÉåiÉå WæûÇ ÎeÉlÉ mÉU 
ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉå eÉÉÇcÉ MüUlÉÏ WûÉåiÉÏ Wæû iÉjÉÉ SÉåwÉÏ mÉÉrÉå 
eÉÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉÃ® EÍcÉiÉ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ MüUlÉÏ WûÉåiÉÏ Wæû|

eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ lÉ MåüuÉsÉ qÉÉlÉuÉ xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ 
qÉÇ§ÉÏ ElÉ urÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉÃ® MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ MüUlÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉÏ 
Wæû eÉÉå pÉÉUiÉ qÉÉÆ MüÉ AmÉqÉÉlÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ oÉÎsMü xuÉrÉÇ aÉ×Wû qÉÇ§ÉÏ 
UÉ·í-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü MüÄQûÏ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ MüUlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå mÉÑÍsÉxÉ MüÉå ÌWûSÉrÉiÉ SåiÉå WæûÇ| rÉWû mÉÔhÉï ÃmÉ xÉå vÉqÉïlÉÉMü 
Wæû ÌMü aÉ×Wû qÉÇ§ÉÏ NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå pÉrÉÉlÉMü mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉÏ AÉiÉÇMüuÉÉSÏ 
WûÉÌTüeÉ xÉDS xÉå eÉÉåÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå LMü fÉÔPåû OèuÉÏOû MüÉ xÉWûÉUÉ 
sÉåiÉå WæûÇ| mÉÑÍsÉxÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ mÉU WûqÉsÉÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû iÉjÉÉ                                                   
eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. NûÉ§É xÉÇbÉ Måü ÌlÉuÉÉïÍcÉiÉ AkrÉ¤É MülWæûrÉÉ MÑüqÉÉU MüÉå 
ÌaÉUniÉÉU MüUiÉÏ Wæû AÉæU mÉëÉUÇÍpÉMü eÉÉÆcÉ Måü oÉaÉæU WûÏ ElÉ mÉU 
SåvÉSìÉåWû MüÉ AÍpÉrÉÉåaÉ sÉaÉÉiÉÏ Wæû| ÌSssÉÏ AÉæU ÌoÉWûÉU Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü kÉ×uÉÏMüUhÉ Måü AxÉTüsÉ WûÉå eÉÉlÉå Måü mÉ¶ÉÉiÉ 
xÉÑxmÉ¹ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü qÉMüxÉS xÉå ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ CxÉ 
bÉOûlÉÉ MüÉ CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ UÉ·íuÉÉS mÉU oÉWûxÉ NåûÄQûlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå ÌMürÉÉ 
eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ LoÉÏuÉÏmÉÏ 
AÉæU MÑüNû iÉÉMüiÉuÉU uÉMüÐsÉ pÉÏ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WæûÇ, rÉWû iÉrÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ 
mÉÔUÉ AÍkÉMüÉU SåiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü MüÉælÉ UÉ·í-uÉÉSÏ Wæû AÉæU MüÉælÉ UÉ·íí-
ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ|

ÌWûlSÒiuÉ Måü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå qÉÑZrÉ OåûsÉÏÌuÉeÉlÉ cÉælÉsxÉ 
MüÐ mÉÔhÉï AkÉÏlÉiÉÉ AÉæU pÉÏ vÉqÉïlÉÉMü Wæû| OûÉCqxÉ lÉÉE OûÏ0uÉÏ0 
cÉælÉsÉ lÉå AmÉlÉå MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå 'LMü AÉuÉÉeÉ LMü pÉÉUiÉ' MüÉ 
vÉÏwÉïMü ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| YrÉÉ rÉWû AÉU.LxÉ.LxÉ. Måü LMü SåvÉ, LMü 
pÉÉwÉÉ uÉ LMü xÉÇxM×üÌiÉ Måü lÉÉUå eÉæxÉÉ lÉWûÏ sÉaÉiÉÉ Wæû ? LMü SÕxÉUå 
cÉælÉsÉ lrÉÔeÉ  LYxÉ lÉå AmÉlÉå MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå 'pÉÉUiÉ ATüeÉsÉ Måü 
xÉÇbÉ xÉå sÉÄQû UWûÉ Wæû' vÉÏwÉïMü ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| ElqÉÉS Måü xÉÉjÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ 
OíûÉrÉsÉ rÉWû xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. Måü NûÉ§É UÉ·íí-
ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ WæûÇ AÉæU CxÉ mÉëMüÉU rÉWû lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ uÉ lrÉÉrÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå 
WûÏ oÉåMüÉU MüU SåiÉÏ Wæû| rÉWû pÉÉUiÉ Måü xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ mÉU aÉÇpÉÏU WûqÉsÉÉ 
Wæû| OûÉCqxÉ lÉÉE MüÉå rÉWû xÉÉkÉÉUhÉ xÉcÉ eÉÉlÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü 
eÉlÉiÉl§É MüÉå xÉqÉ×® oÉlÉÉlÉå iÉjÉÉ mÉëÉåixÉÉÌWûiÉ MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ ÌuÉÌuÉkÉ 
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AÉuÉÉeÉÉåÇ AÉæU oÉWûxÉÉåÇ Måü MüÉUhÉ WûÏ pÉÉUiÉ LMü xÉÑlSU SåvÉ Wæû| 
lrÉÔeÉ  LYxÉ  MüÉå pÉÏ xÉqÉfÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü CxÉMåü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ 
MüÉ vÉÏwÉïMü ElÉ xÉpÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå UÉ·í-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ MüUiÉÉ 
Wæû eÉÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÐ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ Måü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ qÉåÇ WæûÇ| lrÉÔeÉ  LYxÉ 
²ÉUÉ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ ÌMürÉå aÉrÉå qÉÉlÉMüÉåÇ xÉå iÉÉå sÉaÉiÉÉ Wæû ÌMü pÉÉUiÉÏrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ WûÏ UÉ·í-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| rÉWû xÉÉÌoÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå ÌMü ÌaÉUniÉÉU NûÉ§É lÉåiÉÉ UÉ·íí-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ lÉÉUå sÉaÉÉlÉå qÉåÇ xÉÇsÉalÉ 
jÉå, LMü fÉÔPåû uÉÏÌQûrÉÉå MüÉ CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ MüUlÉÉ AÉæU pÉÏ AÍkÉMü 
bÉ×hÉÉeÉlÉMü Wæû|

rÉWû ElÉ ÌuÉµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌuÉÃ® AlÉæÌiÉMü AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ Wæû 
eÉWûÉÆ NûÉ§É 'xÉÉåvÉsÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ' qÉåÇ ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ ÌuÉcÉÉUkÉÉUÉ xÉå 
xÉWûqÉiÉ WûÉålÉå xÉå ClMüÉU MüUiÉå WæûÇ| WûËUrÉÉhÉÉ Måü LMü oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ 
lÉåiÉÉ lÉå eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. MüÐ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ mÉëMüOû MüUlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå 
uÉåvrÉÉ MüWûÉ jÉÉ| oÉÏeÉåmÉÏ xÉÉÇxÉS cÉÇSlÉ ÍqÉ§ÉÉ eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. MüÉå oÉÇS 
MüUlÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| xÉÔcÉlÉÉ mÉëÉå±ÉåÌaÉMüÐ Måü LMü xÉåuÉÉÌlÉuÉwiÉ 
xÉqÉëÉOû qÉÉåWûlÉ SÉxÉ mÉÉD MüWûiÉå WæûÇ 'rÉÌS NûÉ§É AkrÉrÉlÉ MüÐ oÉeÉÉrÉ 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ mÉU krÉÉlÉ MåüÎlSìiÉ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå WæûÇ iÉÉå MüUSÉiÉÉAÉåÇ 
²ÉUÉ ElÉMåü AÌiÉuÉÉSÏ ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ rÉÉ ÌMü ÃÌÄRûuÉÉSÏ uÉÉqÉmÉÇjÉ MüÉå 
xÉÎoxÉQûÏ SålÉå MüÉ MüÉåD xÉuÉÉsÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû|' rÉå SÉålÉÉåÇ WûÏ uÉ£üurÉ 
bÉlÉÉRèrÉÉåÇ uÉ ElÉMüÐ aÉUÏoÉ-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ ÌuÉcÉÉUkÉÉUÉ MüÐ E¬QûÇiÉÉ MüÉå WûÏ 
SvÉÉïiÉå WæûÇ| pÉÉUiÉ AÉeÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü mÉëÉCuÉåOû ÍvÉ¤ÉÉ 
urÉuÉxjÉÉ uÉÉsÉå SåvÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉå LMü WæûÇ AÉæU CxÉqÉåÇ WûqÉÉUå xÉqÉÉeÉ 
Måü aÉUÏoÉ uÉ SÍsÉiÉ uÉaÉï Måü ÍsÉrÉå ÍvÉ¤ÉÉ MüÉå ElÉMüÐ mÉWÒûÆcÉ xÉå 
oÉÉWûU MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. MüÉå oÉÇS MüUlÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ AxÉWûqÉiÉ 
AÉuÉÉeÉÉãÇ MüÉå SoÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå LMü AÌÄQûrÉsÉ eÉuÉÉoÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû 
uÉUlÉ ÍvÉ¤ÉÉ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÉå AÉæU AÍkÉMü mÉëÉåixÉÉWûlÉ SålÉÉ pÉÏ 
Wæû| xÉÔcÉlÉÉ mÉëÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMüÐ Måü xÉqÉëÉOû rÉWû MüWû UWåû jÉå ÌMü aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ ÍvÉ¤ÉÉ qÉåÇ xÉÎoxÉQûÏ SåMüU kÉlÉÉRèrÉ sÉÉåaÉ oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÄQûÉ EmÉMüÉU 
MüU UWåû WæûÇ| YrÉÉ WûqÉ ElÉxÉå eÉÉlÉ xÉMüiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü uÉÉxiÉÌuÉMü 
MüUSÉiÉÉ MüÉælÉ Wæû ? YrÉÉ mÉëirÉåMü pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ lÉÉaÉËUMü mÉëirÉ¤É rÉÉ 
AmÉëirÉ¤É ÃmÉ xÉå MÑüNû MüU MüÉ pÉÑaÉiÉÉlÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU UWûÉ Wæû ? YrÉÉ 
pÉÉUiÉ MåüuÉsÉ kÉlÉÉQèrÉÉåÇ MüÉ WûÏ UÉerÉ Wæû AÉæU aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ MüÉ CxÉMåü 
mÉëM×üÌiÉMü xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉÉåÇ mÉU MüÉåD AÍkÉMüÉU lÉWûÏÇ Wæû ? AÉæU ElÉ aÉUÏoÉ 
E±ÉåaÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ uÉ ElÉMåü UÉ·ííuÉÉS MüÉ YrÉÉ ÎeÉlWûÉåÇlÉå MüUSÉiÉÉAÉåÇ Måü 
kÉlÉ xÉå xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ UÉ·íÏrÉMüwiÉ ¤Éå§É Måü oÉæÇMüÉåÇ MüÉå sÉÔOûÉ Wæû ? AmÉlÉå 
SÕÌwÉiÉ iÉMïü xÉå AÉD.OûÏ. xÉqÉëÉOû qÉÔsÉpÉÔiÉ AÉÍjÉïMü xÉqÉfÉ MüÉå xÉU 
Måü oÉsÉ ZÉÄQûÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ MüÉåÍvÉvÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ|

PûÏMü rÉWûÏ mÉëvlÉ jÉå eÉÉå MülWæûrÉÉ MÑüqÉÉU lÉå EPûÉrÉå jÉå| ElWûÉåÇlÉå 
pÉÔZÉ, xÉÉqÉÇiÉuÉÉS, mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉS, vÉÉåwÉhÉ, eÉÉÌiÉaÉiÉ pÉåSpÉÉuÉ AÉÌS xÉå 
xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÐ jÉÏ| AÉD.OûÏ. xÉqÉëÉOû, ÌSssÉÏ mÉÑÍsÉxÉ 
AÉrÉÑ£ü AÉæU ClÉ eÉæxÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉrÉå rÉå oÉWÒûiÉ ZÉiÉUlÉÉMü lÉÉUå WæûÇ AÉæU 
LMü ÌlÉuÉÉïÍcÉiÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉëÌiÉ UÉåwÉ mÉæSÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ AÉæU CxÉÍsÉrÉå 
ClÉMüÐ mÉëM×üÌiÉ UÉeÉSìÉåWûÏ Wæû| rÉå UÉ·íÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ lÉÉUå WæûÇ YrÉÉåÇÌMü rÉå 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ eÉÉåÌMü kÉlÉÉRèrÉÉåÇ 
Måü ÌWûiÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉëÉåixÉÉÌWûiÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû| rÉå lÉÉUå ZÉiÉUlÉÉMü WæûÇ 
YrÉÉåÇÌMü rÉå FmÉU MüÐ LMü mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ ²ÉUÉ ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï 
xÉqmÉÍ¨É LMüÌ§ÉiÉ MüUlÉå AÉæU CxÉMåü mÉËUhÉÉqÉxuÉÃmÉ pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ 
ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ oÉWÒûxÉÇZrÉMü AÉoÉÉSÏ MüÉå AmÉlÉå eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÐ qÉÉæÍsÉMü 

AÉuÉvrÉMüiÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå uÉÇÍcÉiÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå UÉ·íí-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ oÉiÉÉlÉå MüÉ TæüvÉlÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû rÉÌS ElÉMüÐ UÉrÉ 
oÉWÒûqÉiÉ Måü ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ xÉå AsÉaÉ Wæû| AÉeÉ ZÉÉlÉå MüÐ AÉSiÉåÇ, MümÉÄQåû 
mÉWûlÉlÉå MüÐ AÉSiÉåÇ AÉæU AlrÉ xÉoÉ MÑüNû MüÉå UÉ·ííuÉÉS MüÐ mÉUÏ¤ÉÉ 
SålÉÏ mÉÄQûiÉÏ Wæû| AÉæU AaÉU uÉå ÌWûlSÒiuÉ ÌoÉëaÉåQû Måü ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ xÉå qÉåsÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ZÉÉiÉå WæûÇ iÉÉå ElWåûÇ UÉ·í-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ MüWû ÌSrÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ 
mÉÄQûÉåxÉ Måü SåvÉ MüÉå xÉÉqÉÉlÉ oÉÉÇkÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå MüWûÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû|

rÉWû ZÉiÉUlÉÉMü ÎxjÉÌiÉ Wæû| xÉÉæpÉÉarÉ xÉå eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. Måü qÉÑ¬å 
lÉå NûÉ§É xÉqÉÑSÉrÉ MüÉå LMü MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| SåvÉ Måü AlSU AÉæU 
oÉÉWûU mÉëqÉÑZÉ xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ Måü NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ LuÉÇ AkrÉÉmÉMüÉåÇ lÉå eÉå.LlÉ.
rÉÔ. Måü NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå AmÉlÉÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ mÉëSÉlÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| eÉÏuÉlÉ Måü 
ÌuÉÍpÉ³É ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ xÉå oÉÄQûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ mÉëaÉÌiÉvÉÏsÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå xÉUMüÉU 
MüÐ mÉëeÉÉiÉl§É ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ MüÐ AÉsÉÉåcÉlÉÉ MüÐ Wæû| ElWûÉåÇlÉå 
ÌSssÉÏ mÉÑÍsÉxÉ AÉæU ExÉMåü qÉÑÎZÉrÉÉ Måü mÉÔhÉï ÃmÉ xÉå mÉ¤ÉmÉÉiÉmÉÔhÉï 
urÉuÉWûÉU mÉU pÉÏ AmÉlÉÏ ÍcÉÇiÉÉ urÉ£ü MüÐ Wæû ÎeÉxÉlÉå NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ Måü 
ÌuÉÃ® iÉÉå iÉåeÉÏ xÉå MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ MüÐ jÉÏ mÉUliÉÑ ElÉ iÉÉMüiÉuÉU 
uÉMüÐsÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉåU xÉå AÉÆZÉ WûÏ qÉÉåÄQû sÉÏ eÉÉå lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ mÉËUxÉU 
qÉåÇ ÌWûÇxÉÉiqÉMü MüÉrÉïuÉÉÌWûrÉÉåÇ qÉå ÍsÉmiÉ jÉå ÎeÉxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ EccÉiÉqÉ 
lrÉÉrÉÉsÉrÉ MüÉå rÉWû ÌOûmmÉhÉÏ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå ÌuÉuÉvÉ WûÉålÉÉ mÉÄQûÉ ÌMü 
'rÉWû LMü AxÉÉkÉÉUhÉ ÎxjÉÌiÉ Wæû'| 

OíãûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ CxÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÉ qÉÔMü-SvÉïMü lÉWûÏÇ UWû 
xÉMüiÉÉ eÉÉå AÌlÉuÉÉrÉï ÃmÉ xÉå WûqÉÉUå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ AÉæU eÉlÉiÉÉÎl§ÉMü 
AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| eÉWûÉÆ WûqÉ pÉÉUiÉ 
ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ lÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüUiÉå WæûÇ iÉjÉÉ xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ xÉå ClÉMüÐ 
ÌlÉÇSÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ uÉWûÏ WûqÉ qÉÉlÉiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ MüÉ 
UÉ·íuÉÉS ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ iÉrÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ| 
WûqÉåÇ ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ UÉ·ííuÉÉS Måü ÍsÉrÉå ZÉÏÇcÉÏ aÉD 
xÉÏqÉÉ UåZÉÉ MüÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ uÉ mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| WûÉÆ WûqÉ pÉÔZÉ, 
oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ, xÉÉmÉëSÉÌrÉMü ÌuÉwÉ LuÉÇ eÉÉÌiÉaÉiÉ pÉåSpÉÉuÉ xÉå xuÉiÉl§ÉiÉÉ 
MüÐ qÉÉÆaÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| rÉÌS rÉWû A®ï-xÉÉqÉÇiÉÏ mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉSÏ xÉqÉÉeÉ 
qÉåÇ UÉ·íí-ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ Wæû iÉÉå WûqÉãÇ lÉWûÏÇ qÉÉsÉÔqÉ ÌMü SãvÉpÉÌ£ü YrÉÉ Wæû| 
rÉÌS LMü AcNåû, lrÉÉrÉÉåÍcÉiÉ uÉ qÉæ§ÉÏmÉÔhÉï xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÐ qÉÉÆaÉ UÉ·íí-
ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ Wæû iÉÉå WûqÉãÇ lÉWûÏÇ qÉÉsÉÔqÉ ÌMü SãvÉ mÉëãqÉ YrÉÉ Wæû | ÌWûlSÒiuÉ 
mÉËUrÉÉåeÉlÉÉ MüÉå xÉTüsÉ WûÉålÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå MåüuÉsÉ NûÉ§ÉÉåÇ MüÉå WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
uÉUlÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ SooÉÔ oÉlÉÉlÉÉ eÉÃUÏ Wæû YrÉÉåÇÌMü pÉÉUiÉ 
MüÐ AÉoÉÉSÏ qÉåÇ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ MüÉ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ Wæû| CxÉqÉåÇ MüÉåD vÉMü lÉWûÏÇ 
WûÉålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü mÉëÌiÉaÉÉqÉÏ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ OíãûQû rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ 
AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ mÉU pÉÏ pÉÉUÏ WûqÉsÉå MüUåaÉÉ| xÉÇMåüiÉ xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ xÉå 
ÌSZÉÉD mÉÄQû UWåû WæûÇ| OíãûQû-rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÉå ÌWûlSÒiuÉ MüÐ 
iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ xÉå AmÉlÉå SåvÉ, xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ uÉ ESÉU qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå EPû ZÉÄQåû WûÉålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| OíãûQû-rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉ AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÉå 
rÉWû xmÉ¹ MüU SålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüÉ AjÉï MåüuÉsÉ 
mÉëÉSåÍvÉMü xÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû uÉUlÉ CxÉMåü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ LMüiÉÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉÉ Wæû| NûÉ§É CxÉ sÉÄQûÉD qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉå 
aÉrÉå WæûÇ| rÉWû LMü sÉqoÉÏ uÉ MüÌPûlÉ sÉÄQûÉD WûÉåaÉÏ| WûqÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ 
AÉiqÉÉ uÉ pÉÉUiÉ Måü ÌuÉcÉÉU MüÐ U¤ÉÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå CxÉ sÉÄQûÉD MüÉå 
eÉÏiÉlÉÉ WûÏ WûÉåaÉÉ|



MARCH 2016 5

Insurance Worker

Com Amanulla Khan, President and Com 
V.Ramesh, General Secretary visited the 

Central Office of LIC on 20th February 2016 and 
held discussions with Shri S.K.Roy, Chairman, 
Smt Usha Sangwan, Managing Director, Shri 
Neeraj Agarwal, EDP, Shri Prakash Chand, Chief 
(P), Shri J.Sen, Secretary (ER) and other officials 
on various issues of the employees.

The Chairman shared some concerns on the 
growth of the new business, the turbulence in 
the stock markets and the declining interest 
rates that may impact the working of the 
institution.  While agreeing with his concerns, 
we pointed out to the resilience of the institution 
that has stood the test of times and also assured 
our fullest cooperation in meeting the challenges 
confronting the LIC.

The AIIEA while appreciating the role played 
by the Chairman, Managing Director and the 
entire Personnel Department Team in the 
recently concluded wage revision requested for 
early solution to the residual issues. 

PENSION OPTION AND IMPROVEMENTS

 We requested that the issue of Pension 
Option to be taken up with the government 
again.  The arguments behind this demand 
are too well known to reiterate.  The Chairman 
agreed that this issue is not closed and he will 
take up with the government at the appropriate 
time and assured of his best efforts to resolve 
this issue.

 The Chairman said that the issue of 100% 
DA to pre-1997 retirees cannot be resolved till 
the issue is settled in the Supreme Court. We 
suggested some improvements in the existing 
pension scheme and introducing of a cash 
medical benefit for the pensioners to give some 
relief from the increasing medical costs.

We said early instructions should be issued for 
revision of pension, difference in commutation 
etc. to the employees who were on roll as on 
1.8.2012 and retired thereafter.  The officials 
informed that this requires formal approval of 

the Board and the issue will be taken up in the 
next meeting of the Board.

The AIIEA requested for another option to 
join the mediclaim scheme to the pensioners 
who are out of the scheme.  We pointed out 
that many pensioners unable to bear the cost 
of the premium had opted out of the scheme 
and now with the subsidy on premium extended 
to the pensioners, it is only fair to give another 
option to such pensioners to join the scheme.  
We also suggested that the dependents parents 
and parents-in-law not covered presently should 
be given an option to join.  The LIC assured to 
consider extending these options and will take 
it up with the insurer.

DIAMOND JUBILEE OF LIC

This year is the Diamond Jubilee Year of LIC 
and it will complete 60 years of magnificent work 
in spreading insurance and national building on 
1st September 2016.  We pointed out that LIC 
today is the finest public sector institution in 
the country and all classes of employees have 
contributed in building this great institution.  
In recognition of this great work, the occasion 
should be commemorated with a reward to 
the employees appropriately.  On being asked 
as to what is our expectation, we said it is fair 
enough to demand for a special increment.  The 
AIIEA also suggested that the contribution of 
the pensioners and all retired employees should 
also be remembered and recognized through a 
memento.

RECRUITMENT

We pointed out to the urgent necessity of 
recruitment in view of the increasing volumes 
of business and service expectations of the 
policyholders.  The Chairman agreed on the 
necessity of recruitment but pointed out to the 
issues pending in various courts including the 
Supreme Court on this issue.  We said some 
solution has to be found in the interest of the 
institution.  We were also informed that the 
formula for staff strength is being finalized and 
the same will be discussed with the AIIEA.

AIIEA RAISES EMPLOYEES ISSUES WITH LIC
CHAIRMAN AGREES TO PURSUE PENSION OPTION

HOUSING LOAN AND OTHER ADVANCES WILL BE SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASED
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HOUSING LOAN AND OTHER ADVANCES

The LIC has agreed to enhance the Housing  
Loan substantially taking into view the huge 
increase in cost of purchase and construction.  
There will be substantial increase in both 
the cadre loan and extended cadre loan to 
all classes of employees.  The benefit of this 
increased housing loan will be extended to the 
existing loans also.  We expect administrative 
instructions on this issue in a fortnight’s time.

It is also agreed to increase Vehicle Advance 
and LIC has agreed to consider doing away with 
restriction on number of times this advance can 
be availed.  Our demand for a Four Wheeler 
Loan is also agreed to be considered.  The LIC 
has also agreed to substantially increase the 
Festival Advance.

5 DAY WEEK, PLLI AND LEAVE

The officials informed us that notification 
for 5 day week and improvement in PLLI is 
still pending with the government and they 
are following it up for speedy notification.  The 

notification increasing the accumulation of PL to 
270 days and introduction of Paternity Leave of 
15 days on two occasions in the service period 
is also pending with the government.  The 
notification for Ex-gratia in lieu of Bonus to the 
eligible employees is also with the government.  
The officials said they are continuously following 
it up with the government for early issuance of 
these notifications.

UPGRADATION OF RPT EMPLOYEES AND 
FPA ISSUE 

The officials informed us that they are working 
for the upgradation of the RPT employees who 
could not be upgraded in the earlier scheme.  
We demanded this to be done early pointing 
out that this issue is pending for more than two 
years.  LIC also agreed to restore the FPA to the 
eligible RPT employees who were denied this 
while upgrading them into full time services of 
the corporation.

Apart from the above, a number of individual 
cases and zone specific cases were also 
discussed.

Life Insurance cover is a social security, as is 
universally understood. In a country like India, 

where the state does not provide the social security 
to its people, life insurance is the only way to 
get some kind of protection for the family on the 
demise of its breadwinner. 

When the life insurance business was nationalized 
and LIC formed in 1956, the government declared 
spreading the ‘gospel” of life insurance to every 
nook and cranny of the country, as one of the 
basic objectives of nationalisation. Since then, 
LIC has been spreading this message, and in the 
process mobilizing the savings of the people for 
nation building, fair and square. The government 
on its part was also encouraging and facilitating 
LIC’s business procurement through incentives 
for savings. . 

Today, with the advent of the neo-liberal regime, 
the spirit of nationalisation has been puddled. All 
that was associated with the nationalisation of 
life insurance is slowly paling into insignificance. 
While the encouragement in the form of incentives 
for the savings has started declining in quantity 
terms, disincentives are also put on play, to add 
to the woes.  

In the earlier days of dirigisme – in the welfare 
state dispensation - life insurance was looked upon 

as a hedge against the uncertainties of life. Now 
this outlook has yielded place to the corporate 
outlook of seeking profits out of such uncertainties. 
In the privatized life insurance business, this is 
natural to rule supreme. 

The government also, on its part, seeks to fatten 
its coffers through imposing the service tax on the 
life insurance premiums. The NDA government like 
its predecessor UPA is quite unwilling to raise the 
taxes on the corporate houses and the elite. More 
than that, they are doling out annual largesse of 
around Rs. 5 lakh crores to the corporate houses 
in the name of ‘revenue forgone’. This is apart 
from the periodical write-offs of corporate debts by 
the banks. After all, as the capitalist saying goes, 
“there is no free lunch”, The government that is 
unwilling to collect taxes from the poor Adanis and 
Ambanis, however, needs money to spend for its 
own needs. It is at this juncture, certain areas of 
taxation became milch cows for the government. 
Earlier, it was the excise duty on petrol / diesel. 
The next best is the service tax on commodities 
and services meant for the common man. It is the 
sheer preponderance of numbers – the number 

Service Tax on LIC Premiums - Disincentive for Social Security
 T. Senthilkumar, 
   General Secretary, SZIEF
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of LIC policyholders running to crores – that has 
made this area so very attractive. Though it may 
appear to be attractive for the purpose of filling 
government coffers, on the other side it would 
affect the national economy in the long run; if LIC 
dims, it will have a telling effect on the capacity 
of capital mobilisation for the developmental 
activities.   

Impediment to  Infrastructural Development                        
LIC has been contributing to the development of 

the country.  It contributes to the Five Year Plans, 
Government Schemes like roads, infrastructure etc.  
Any fall in the growth of LIC will naturally affect 
the contribution of LIC to the development needs 
of the country.  The government will be pushed 
to seek other modes for its fund mobilization. The 
Service Tax on the risk portion of the life insurance 
premium is acting as a disincentive now. 

Stumbling block to Long Term Savings
Life insurance premium is the only mode 

of savings that generates funds for long term 
investment in the economy.

Growth of Life Insurance Industry depends 
critically on the growth of household savings 
and disposable incomes, which are heavily on 
the decline now.  Life Insurance industry has to 
compete with the other modes of savings though 
savings through Life insurance is unique as they 
alone can be deployed in long term infrastructural 
requirements of the country.

Unless differential treatment is given to make life 
insurance savings more attractive and competitive, 
funds mobilization by way of insurance leading to 
national infrastructural development would greatly 
suffer.

Prevents Insurance Penetration& Expansion 
When government at the centre is talking about 
insurance penetration, imposing Service Tax on LIC 
premiums will act as a deterrent in penetration.  
In a country like India, where a large section of 
the population is in casual jobs and not having 
a regular income, this will defeat the purpose of 
spreading insurance. The Service Tax on the risk 
portion of the life insurance premium is acting as 
a disincentive now. 

Give the Benefit of EEE
With more youth being gainfully employed 

in the IT Sector with the resultant higher pay in 
younger ages and with their investment pattern 
focusing predominantly on reaping short term 
gains, POLICIES FOR SHORTER DURATION BEING 
TREATED AS EXEMPT, EXEMPT AND TAX BASIS 
should be withdrawn and irrespective of the 
duration of the insurance contract must be given 
the benefit of EEE.

A Meagre Portion of 
Total Service Tax Collection
The Government has collected Rs.6,504 crores 

as Service Tax from Life Insurance and Insurance 
related auxiliary services for the year 2013-14. 
An Amount of Rs.6504 crores as against the 
Total service tax collection of Rs.1,50,974 crores 
constituting 4.3% of the total Service Tax revenue 
is highly negligible considering the effect of this 
Service Tax. 

The AIIEA has written a letter to Finance Minister 
urging upon him to withdraw service tax on life insurance 
premium.  The units of AIIEA have also met over 60 
Members of Parliament on this issue.  The response from 
large number of MPs has been good.  They assured to 
take up this issue with the Finance Minister.  Details of 
the MPs met and the photographs will be published in 
the April issue of Insurance Worker.
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Worldwide, women continue to contribute 
to social, economic, cultural and political 

achievement. These achievements were made 
possible with the sacrifices of innumerable 
women all over the world.  The relentless 
struggles and the supreme sacrifices made 
by these innumerable women have laid the 
foundations for the fruits that are being enjoyed 
by the present generation.  If we go through 
the annals of the women’s liberation movement, 
we could see that the origin of this Day lies in 
the struggles of women workers against their 
exploitative working conditions and the fight 
for asserting their rights.  The working women 
who were in the forefront of these struggles 
had to face and overcome the condemnation 
by the obscurantist trade union leadership of 
their times.   Many unions at that time refused 
to take up issues of working women as issues 
of the trade union.  And working women were 
compelled to carry out a vigorous campaign 
against such reactionary leadership too.  But 
all these things could not withhold them from 
carrying forward their struggle for equality 
at the work place and for other civil and 
democratic rights.  

The struggles of the US women workers and 
their socialist sisters were the inspiration behind 
the proposal of Clara Zetkin that a particular 
day of each year should be observed all over 
the world focusing the demands of women.  It is 
interesting to note that the Russian Revolution 
too started off with the demonstrations on 
International Women’s Day in 1917.  More than 
10,000 women of the working class marched 
in the cold on the snow covered streets of St. 

International Women’s Day 2016 
PLEDGE FOR GENDER PARITY
                                                                            M.Girija

In 2015, the World Economic Forum estimated that a 
slowdown in the already glacial pace of progress owards 
gender parity meant that the gender gap would not 
close entirely until 2133.  Therefore, when we celebrate 
the International Women’s Day, there is an urgent need 
to preserve the revolutionary character of this day and 
fight against all sorts of trends that seek to water down 
the spirit of the Day. 

Petersburg demanding bread for their hungry 
children and the return of their men from the 
war.  What started as a call by socialist women 
gradually echoed across the globe; country 
after country started observing March 8th as 
International Women’s Day.  Women’s issues 
started attracting attention all over the world 
and governments in many countries were forced 
to take them into consideration.  

In recent times, much progress has been 
made to protect and promote women’s rights. 
However, according to the UN, it cannot be 
claimed that women have the same rights and 
opportunities as men.  The majority of the 
world’s women live in absolute poverty. On an 
average, women receive between 30 and 40 
percent less pay than what men earn for the 
same work. Women also continue to be victims 
of violence, with rape and domestic violence 
listed as significant causes of disability and 
death among women worldwide.  In such a 
situation, today every attempt is being made 
to rip the International Women’s Day of its 
class content.  In the present neo-liberal era, 
where profit is the driving force, anything and 
everything is being converted into commodities 
for trade. Every occasion is utilized to mint 
money.  And the occasion of the International 
Women’s day is no exception. When women 
advance in every sphere breaking the glass 
ceilings, attempts are being made to beat 
them back by the conservative, reactionary 
and fundamentalist forces.  Because of this, 
progress towards gender parity has slowed 
down in many places. 
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The World Economic Forum predicted in 2014 
that it would take until 2095 to achieve global 
gender parity.  Then one year later in 2015, they 
estimated that a slowdown in the already glacial 
pace of progress meant that the gender gap 
would not close entirely until 2133.  Therefore, 
when we celebrate the International Women’s 
Day, there is an urgent need to preserve the 
revolutionary character of this day and fight 
against all sorts of trends that seek to water 
down the spirit of the Day. 

As far as the All India Insurance Employees’ 
Association is concerned, it strongly believes 
that total unity of the working class cannot be 
achieved as long as women employees who 
are a considerable section of the working class 
remain outside the purview of the TU movement.   
Therefore, apart from taking efforts to ensure 
gender parity in the work place for the women 
employees in the insurance industry, the 
organization takes conscious efforts to involve 
them in the day to day activities.  Thus, it 
created an environment which naturally paved 
way for women to take up leadership in various 
tiers of the organization.  And our women cadres 
and leaders have evolved not as the cadres and 

leaders of women’s movement alone, but also 
as the cadres and leaders of the mainstream 
TU movement.  Some are leaders and front line 
cadres in other organisations in the democratic 
movements. 

AIIEA does not leave the issues of women 
as the one that is to be fended by the Women’s 
sub-committees.  It has given a call for online 
petition demanding 33% reservation for women 
in Parliament and State Legislatures.  The 
petition addressed to the Prime Minister has 
been launched in change.org on 10th of February, 
2017 and this campaign is to continue for a 
period of one month.  The organization has 
fixed a target of 5 lakh signatures and every 
effort is being taken by the Units of AIIEA to 
not only hit this, but also surpass it.  So, on 
the occasion of rejoicing over the victories 
that we have achieved over years through our 
struggles, let us kindle our spirit to keep these 
struggles going by upholding the spirit of the 
International women’s day.  Let us support the 
common struggle of men and women against 
capitalist exploitation and for achieving social 
equality for all.  Let us preserve and strengthen 
this spirit and rededicate ourselves in the fight 
for gender parity.

The Women Reservation Bill was introduced 
in Parliament in the year 1996.  The Bill 

provides for 33 percent reservation to women 
in the Parliament and the State Assemblies.  
Despite the political parties claiming that they 
stand for gender justice and want increasing 
participation of women in politics, the Bill is 
gathering dust.  The Bill was passed in Rajya 
Sabha in 2010 and since then it is a forgotten 
piece of legislation.  No other Bill has seen 
the doublespeak by the political parties as 
this important piece of legislation that seeks 
to give political empowerment to women.  It 
is only the Left which has been a consistent 
supporter of the Bill and has been demanding 
its passage.

The BJP says it is committed to the 
Women Reservation Bill.  The Congress too 
claims its commitment to this Bill.  The Left 
whole heartedly supports it. Then what is 
preventing the Modi government to bring this 

Bill in Lok Sabha and secure its passage.  If 
the government can pass legislations on FDI 
and other issues, why is it not making efforts 
to secure the passage of this Bill?  The only 
explanation can be its lack of political will.  
Armed with the decision of the 3rd Women 
Convention held in May 2015 at Bhubaneshwar, 
the AIIEA has decided to popularize this 
demand and mobilise opinion in its favour.  On 
10th February 2016, an online petition asking 
the Prime Minister to take immediate steps to 
enact this Bill is launched.  The AIIEA intends 
to reach widest possible sections of the people 
before the International Women’s Day 2016 
to seek their support. 

The program has received enthusiastic 
response from cross sections of the society 
and especially from students.  The details of 
this program will be carried in the next issue 
of Insurance Worker. 

ON-LINE PETITION ON WOMEN RESERVATION BILL
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And our Government has to commit itself 
to address the challenges that are holding 

women and girls back from reaching their full 
potential. The first International Women’s Day 
observance emerged from the activities of 
labour movements of the twentieth century.  
Since then, International Women’s Day has 
assumed a new dimension for women.  While 
talking about gender parity we can travel a 
long way in many aspects. On the International 
Women’s Day 2016, here are some thoughts 
we share. 
Lowest female labour force participation
 (FLFP) rates –Is it true?

According to the latest IMF report, “India 
has one of the lowest female labour force 
participation (FLFP) rates, at around 33% at 
the national level in 2012.  This is well below 
the global average of around 50% and East Asia 
average of around 63%.  Furthermore, female 
labour force participation has been on a declining 
trend in India, particularly since 2004-05.”.  This 
is based on the data delivered by the Indian 
NSSO on Employment and underemployment.  
It suggested that between 2004-05 and 2011-12 
women’s recorded work participation declined 
from 33.35 to 25.3% in rural areas and 16.6% 
to 14.7% in urban areas.  

There has been much focus on this.  But is 
it is true at all?  This is the question we have 
to raise.  Here, we must note the arguments of 
the renowned Economist Jayati Ghosh.  

“Much of this discussion probably misses 
the basic point, that a lot of work done by 
women is simply not captured by this data.  
So this decline may only reflect a further 
decline in the status of women in which more 
of the work they perform for their families 
and society is simply not recognized, much 
less rewarded.”

Further she argued that, the advocates who 
talked about the less FLFP rates conveniently 
forget about the truth, that the activities 
associated with motherhood can also be 
outsourced and can be changed as an “economic” 
activity, since, as on date there are hiring 
of wet nurses wet nurse for breast feeding 
and surrogate motherhood to carry child in 
her womb, which make these explicitly paid 
economic activities which in turn also contribute 
to national income to the extent of remuneration 
received. Not only that, now there is a new 
and more realistic international Standard for 
the definition of “Work”.  According to the 19th 
International Conference of Labour Statisticians 
held  in November 2013, which was later ratified 
by the ILO in March 2014, “Work comprises any 
activity performed by persons of any sex and 
age to produce goods or to provide services for 
use by others or own use”.  The last phrase “for 
use by others or for our own use” recognises 
the production of goods and services performed 
in the home for other household members and 
for personal use as “work”.

Unpaid work must be taken into account 
since it encompasses activities which are 
essential for society and household to continue 
at all.  In India the overall work participation rate 
for women is higher than men.   In 2011-12, the 
total female work participation rate was 86.2% 
and for men it was 79.8%.  Similarly another 
thing we have to note here is the gender gap 
in unpaid work.  Less than 1% of men in both 
urban and rural areas have been involved in this 
as their principal duty while the proportion has 
been 60% for women.  Here the economic and 
as well as a political point which should be given 
greater concern is that, there has been a shift 
of female work from remunerated or recognized 

The UN Theme 2016 for the observance of International 
Women’s Day “PLANET 50-50 BY 2030; STEP IT UP FOR GENDER 
EQUALITY”calls us to launch a vigorous campaign on “pledge 
for parity”.  To achieve this, we have to take larger steps 
towards gender equality, women’s empowerment, women’s 
rights and their participation in political and economic 
arena.

R.S. CHENBAGAM
JOINT SECRETARY, 

ICEU, TIRUNELVELI.
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work to unpaid or largely unrecognized domestic 
duties.  This is the indication of the low and 
declining status of women in Indian Society.  If 
we are serious about gender Parity we should 
properly address it.  
National Family Health Survey-4 
– Some clear areas of priority 

Recently, Preliminary results of National 
Family Health Survey-4 (NFHS-4) for 13 States 
and 2 Union Territories have been released.  
According to that in all the States (except Goa) 
more than 50% of children and women are 
anaemic.  This survey reveals another fact that 
while there is wide-spread under-nourishment, 
there is also an increasing prevalence of obesity.  
This shows that the Government needs to focus 
on promoting good quality and diverse diets.  
Similarly, there is an alarming rise in the cost of 
care in public health facilities.  This pushes the 
people further down the poverty line.   

Janani-Shishu Suraksha Karayakram was 
introduced to guarantee free and cashless 
sevices for pregnant women and new born 
children.  But, the NFHS-4 data shows that 
there is a rise in expenses while availing the 
public health facility for delivery.  Also it shows 
that there is rise in institutional deliveries.  This 
means that there may be a Special Plan for 
women and children.  They may be on paper and 
in the real sense they are not being implemented 
properly.  Now this NDA Government is preparing 
for its second full Budget.  The NFHS-4 results 
set out some clear areas of priority that are to 
be given more attention by the state. The need 
of the hour is to provide sufficient funds for 
ICDS Scheme and health plans for the successful 
implementation of them, since in the last year 
there was a massive cut in these areas.   

VARIETY OF HUMAN RIGHT VIOLATIONS
After globalisation of the Indian economy, 

human rights are being violated in a big way; 
women’s rights are not being considered as 
human rights at all.  By diminishing women’s 
economic security, the neoliberal policies 
have exacerbated existing form of gender 
discrimination and violence against women 
and children.  They are made more vulnerable 
to a variety of human rights violations.  Many 
assault on women’s dignity such as ‘honour 
killings” and violence done in the name of 
culture or tradition are in essence human rights 
violations.  Increase in poverty associated with 
globalization make the girls to be sold as child 
brides or pushed into prostitution or sexual 
slavery in order to support their families.  We 
can note the extraordinary increase in rape in 
India in recent times.  Although the reasons 
for this rise may be complex, there are some 
aspects connected with globalisation.  The 
destruction of natural environment, elimination 
of major sectors of women’s economic activity, 
and the exclusion of women from economic and 
political decision making are also the causes for 
this increase.  Neoliberalism excludes   poor 
from democratic processes.  

In the last 30 years, global development 
of capitalism in the name of globalization, 
neoliberalism etc., depends everywhere on 
exploitation, oppression and marginalization 
of the general public especially the women and 
children.  Employers prefer women workers 
more, because women are being considered 
by the employers as “docile, compliant, easy 
to manage, and difficult to organize”.  But, 
History shows - women workers in the most 
repressive situations have fought back, 
resisting the assaults of employers and even 
the Governments and their aggressive policies 
dictated by IMF, World Bank and WTO. 
Consolidation, the need of the hour

Hence this is the time to consolidate to 
fight against globalization, neo-liberalism and 
the globalised capitalism.  Without combating 
the globalised capitalism we cannot reach the 
goal of achieving an equitable society.  Hence, 
consolidate the general mass, consolidate the 
unemployed, consolidate the youth, consolidate 
the students, consolidate the women, consolidate 
the farmers and consolidate all these under the 
leadership of workers for gender parity, for 
founding a just and equitable society.
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Whatever has happened in the Hyderabad Central 
University (HCU) and incidents thereafter, regular 
protests have taken place and the police has 
unleashed it brutality on the student community. 
What is your stand on that?

Anand Teltumbde: You see, whatever has 
happened in Hyderabad is in public domain to 
recall the facts of the case. The entire episode 
started with the screening of ‘Muzaffarnagar 
Baaki Hain’ — the documentary by Nakul. The 
police brutality is condemnable. But this also 
exposes the nefarious agenda of the current 
regime which includes rampant saffronisation 
of the educational institutions.

One can clearly see that there are external forces 
acting upon the university. Even the campuses are 
being clearly saffronised. And the functionaries who 
have prejudices against Dalit students have done 
this. Isn’t it?

A: This fact cannot be denied. So with Dattatreya, 
the MP and Minister writing to Smriti Irani, the 
entire episode has taken a different direction. 
A union minister sending four or five reminders 
asking them what actions has been taken 
on the issue is a clear indication on the role 
everyone has played on this issue. Rohith, whom 
I personally knew and all the other students 
had invited me to Hyderabad when they were 
expelled from hostels. This agitation by the 
students and the flare up and the beating of 

the students outside the 
RSS headquarters clearly 
reveals the government is 
out to teach the students 
a lesson. The students who 
are not with them are ‘anti-nationals’ according 
to them. It was actually a message that if you 
are not with us, you are against us. This is the 
kind of attitude the government has adopted. It 
is probably digging their own grave because the 
things are not going to be same any more.

When we talk about the government, it has adopted 
an attitude of naming anyone raising voices of 
dissent as anti-national. We have seen, in different 
instances, a systematic discrimination being carried 
out by the state against Dalit students. Please 
comment.

A: The government has been clearly pushing a 
Hindutva agenda. It has been done. There are 
prejudices against Dalits. There is no denying of 
that fact. If you look at the projected allocation 
for the marginalized communities, it amounts 
to thousands of crore but not even a fraction of 
it reaches the targeted groups.

This incidence also brings up the question of 
reservation. So what’s your stand on that? What 
role you think these affirmative action have in the 
current scenario?

A: See if affirmative action or reservation has 
helped Dalit is a really big question. The Dalits 

“May be I was wrong, all the while, in understanding world. In understanding 
love, pain, life, death. There was no urgency. But I always was rushing. 
Desperate to start a life. All the while, some people, for them, life itself is 
curse. My birth is my fatal accident. I can never recover from my childhood 
loneliness. The unappreciated child from my past.”
Above is excerpt from the suicide note written by Rohith Vemula, A Dalit 
scholar at the University of Hyderabad killed himself on Sunday night, nearly 
two weeks after he and four other students were suspended by authorities 
and thrown out of the hostel.

Newsclick interviewed Civil Rights Activist and Writer Anand Teltumbde on the 
issue of institutional discrimination of the Dalit students in the higher education 
and other issues of caste, class etc. 
We reproduce this  interview for our readers 

Caste Leads to Split,
Class Will Unite



MARCH 2016 13

Insurance Worker

do not realise that who are visible among Dalits 
are the middle classes. It’s the middle class 
or the upper class which benefits from these 
actions. Rest remains untouched and that is 
why they are now unable to fill up their reserved 
quota. That is the manifestation that is not in 
public domain. People do not notice what is 
happening. Though there are a number of voices 
around it, there is no honesty about filling up 
these reserved seats.

This incidence also brings up the question of 
reservation. So what’s your stand on that? What 
role you think these affirmative action have in the 
current scenario?

A: Yes, the marks provided in the theory paper 
and the interview would never co-relate. Dalits do 
not lag behind in theory as much as in interviews 
wherever human influence is involved. It is good 
that people are digging out data etc. our society 
is so biased and prejudiced.

This brings me to another question. At Madras IIT, 
AmbedkarPeriyar Circle was banned. Most of the 
teachers in IIT Madras are from upper caste. Don’t 
you think this prejudice is bound to happen when 
the faculty is mainly drawn from a section of the 
society?

A: See one thing is, the entire making of the 
constitution is actually designed for that kind 
of problem. There should not be any illusion 
about it. It is not Madras IIT which is singled 
out. All our IIMs or IITs hardly have any SC or 
ST faculty.

The form of exploitation may have changed but 
it still continues and it still continues on the same 
section of people. Do you want to want to comment 
something on that

A: This is again often repeated remark.  
Urbanisation has doubled in the last five year. 
People claimed that probably, caste like issues 
will be irrelevant as the society gets more 
industrialized.  One should go back to 1850 etc 
when railways were coming to India. Did things 
change then? No is the answer to it.  People said 
that with industrialization of India, structures 
like caste would collapse.  Actually, this did not 
happen. Caste is a life-long thing and resilient. 
Unless there is a conscious effort to root it out it 
will persist in urban India. Before coming to IIT 
I was in corporate world, I do know corporate 
world. Even the most modern corporate offices 
in the country the caste exists. Modernization 
has many faces.

There was a survey done by Indian Express, around 
two years ago, which says that every fourth Indian 
practices untouchability.

A: It tells you, caste exists in a feudal form. 
Actually, you have to relate what has happened 
over last two decades. Actually we have not 
taken into consideration the political economy, 
how it has impacted the caste. After the advent 
of neo-liberalisation what has happened is 
suddenly people are embarrassed to speak 
about caste openly and fear that it would be 
termed backward. In 60s, 70s and 80s it has 
totally changed. At the same time, Y2K project 
had come and India had become IT hub. The 
technological advancements don’t mean the 
advancement of the thoughts.  Now, caste is 
declared openly, you see in TV channels and 
even written in print media. Not adequately 
noted by the intellectuals and commentators. It 
is very unfortunate. This is what is happening 
in the country.

Anand, this will bring to my last question. What do 
you think is the role of parties and organizations, 
which claim to represent the Dalit identity, from 
here to take forward the demands of the SC, ST 
community? What role do the Left organizations 
have in it?

A: You asked about the Dalit politicians and Dalit 
politics as such, what their contributions have 
been. Post Poona pact which Ambedkar signed 
with Gandhi, the entire independent Dalit voice 
was alienated. So Ambedkar in his life time 
realized that the political connections will become 
detrimental. The man actually could not win a 
single election thereafter. Kanshi Ram actually 
put in it properly that it was chamcha raj which 
was created. You should take overall situation 
of Dalits. All those constitutional paraphernalia 
is no doubt which is being projected, only 10 
percent of the people are really benefited and 
90 percent of the people are left actually at the 
start of the Dalit movement. So, it is pitiable 
kind of thing not noted by Dalit intellectuals. I 
absolutely agree that solution to caste based 
discrimination is the class based mobilization. 
Caste is used only to split and not to unite. 
Many people and many sociologists actually 
suggest that caste has become category. So 
use the caste medium and you are bound to 
split. Forming alliances on basis of the economic 
conditions of the individuals i.e. class based 
alliance is the way ahead to bring people on a 
single platform.
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The French writer Andre’ Marlaux once 
asked Jawaharlal Nehru what had been his 

‘greatest difficulty since independence’. Nehru 
replied: ‘Creating a just state by just means’. 
The Constitution of India was probably the most 
important instrumentality in independent India’s 
collective aspirations for creating a just society 
by a just means.  And if anyone is to be credited 
for his stellar contribution to the process of the 
framing of India’s Constitution, it is doubtless 
Dr. B.R.Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar’s relationship 
with and contribution to India’s Constitution can 
be best understood if one would closely look at 
the statues of Ambedkar; his right forefinger 
raised upwards and left hand 
holding a copy of the Constitution. 
While it is not possible, given the 
constraints of space, to deal with 

Dr. Ambedkar and 
The Framing of 
the Indian Constitution
          Shreekant Mishra

As the nation celebrates  125th birth anniversary of Dr. 
Ambedkar, it is apt to ask some searching questions.    
 How far has Ambedkar’s dream of building a just 
society by just means been accomplished?     
To what extent has he been able to dispense justice 
– social, economic and political – to the suffering 
millions?                                
What has been the impact of the Constitution insofar 
as inculcating the virtues of Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity among the people is concerned? 

the whole gamut of Ambedkar’s contribution to 
the Constitution making exercise, it would be 
fair enough to try and understand his passion 
for the lowliest of the low in India which was 
visible in abundant measure in the Constitution 
he helped draft.

The constitution of India came into force 
on 26 January 1950. But the process of the 
evolution of the Constitution began many 
decades before that. Its origins in fact lie 
deeply embedded in India’s struggle for 
independence. If independence from British 
imperialism symbolized freedom from centuries 
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of exploitation, the framing of the Constitution 
was an attempt at codification of the freedom 
so that exploitation did not take place in future. 
This was a formidable task. The Congress under 
the leadership of Pt. Nehru decided to give 
this onerous responsibility to one of its, nay 
Gandhi’s, most ardent critics named Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar. He was aware that he had to work 
for codifying political freedom to a people long 
used to suffering institutionalized inequality in 
the form of the caste system. He used to quote 
a few lines from the poet P.B. Shelley to describe 
the pitiable condition of the socially oppressed 
in India: 

“Pale for the weariness of climbing heaven,

And gazing on earth;

Wandering companionless among the Stars,

That have a different birth.”

Dr. Ambedkar was not only a learned 
scholar and an eminent jurist. Given his life 
long fight against deep seated social evils like 
untouchability and the caste system, he can very 
well be called a radical of his times. Describing 
his ideal society, he would say- “My ideal 
would be a society based on liberty, equality 
and fraternity”. He played a seminal role in 
the framing of India’s constitution and tried to 
translate his conception of an ideal society into 
a reality.

Parliamentary Democracy was probably the 
biggest contribution of Dr. Ambedkar through 
the entire constitution making exercise. He was 
a strong advocate of the parliamentary form 
of government right from the inception of the 
Government of India Act of 1935. It is wrongly 
believed that India blindly followed the British 
Constitution when it adopted a parliamentary 
form of democracy in 1950, with a Cabinet led 
by a Prime Minister. The truth is that the spirit 
of democracy was inculcated among the people 
by the freedom movement itself. The love for 
democracy found expression not only in the 
countless petitions and memoranda that were 
submitted to the colonial government but also 
in the wide participation of the masses in the 
national movement. Dr. Ambedkar could sense 
this and firmly believed that parliamentary 

democracy alone can usher in an egalitarian 
society through the application of the principle 
of social democracy. That is why before his 
appointment as the Chairman of the Drafting 
Committee of the Constitution he submitted a 
Memorandum to the Constituent Assembly in 
March 1947 and pleaded for parliamentary form 
of democracy. The democratic aspirations of 
the people and the suitability of parliamentary 
form of democracy thus found their loudest 
expression in the Preamble to the Constitution 
itself when it started with “We the People of 
India……”

Dr. Ambedkar realized from his own experience 
that without constitutional safeguards, freedom 
would be absolutely meaningless to the poor 
and downtrodden people of India, especially 
the untouchables. He was therefore a champion 
of Fundamental Rights. Part III of the Indian 
Constitution guarantees fundamental rights 
to the citizens against the State. The first 
and foremost Article in the Fundamental 
Rights Chapter of the Constitution is the Right 
to Equality- equality before law and equal 
protection of law (Article 14). Dr. Ambedkar 
was conscious that if fundamental rights were 
to be meaningful, discrimination on the basis 
of caste, creed, religion, sex, birth etc. had to 
be banished. He was therefore instrumental 
in formulating Article 15 which prohibited 
discrimination on these bases. Article 17 of 
the Constitution which forbids untouchability 
of any kind and abolishes it altogether reflects 
Dr. Ambedkar’s commitment to the socially 
oppressed. He saw to it that the fundamental 
rights were made justiciable. The right to 
move to the Supreme Court for enforcement 
of fundamental rights under Article 32 is itself 
a fundamental right. Article 32 authorises the 
Supreme Court to issue directions, orders or 
writs for enforcement of the fundamental rights 
guaranteed by the constitution. Dr. Ambedkar 
used to call this right as the heart and soul of 
the Constitution. 

Dr. Ambedkar’s concern for the untouchables 
and the underprivileged can be ascertained 
from his first interaction with Gandhi. When 
Ambedkar met Gandhi for the first time in 1931, 
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Gandhi asked him about his sharp criticism of the 
Congress’ role in the struggle for the homeland. 
Ambedkar replied: “Gandhiji, I have no 
Homeland. No untouchable worth the name will 
be proud of this land”. This only shows his utter 
frustration with the caste system. He devoted his 
entire life to the upliftment of the untouchables 
from the clutches of the caste system. The most 
significant contribution of Ambedkar to the 
Constitution is therefore the policy of positive 
discrimination or reservation. Some provisions 
of Part III and many provisions of Part IV of the 
Constitution deal with the constitutional mandate 
to ameliorate the conditions of Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other backward 
Classes. The country adopted the policy of 
reservations for the SCs and STs initially for a 
period of 10 years and subsequently extended it 
still further. Dr. Ambedkar himself was aware of 
the fact that while constitutional safeguards like 
reservations were important, untouchability or 
the caste system was not going to be abolished 
unless and until the economic condition of the 
oppressed was drastically improved. Despite 
the constitutional provisions for reservation, he 
knew that bitter struggle of the oppressed was 
needed to ensure their progress. He used to say: 
“You cannot hope to secure your lost rights by 
begging to the conscience of the usurpers. They 
have to be secured through hard struggle. Goats 
are used as sacrificial offerings, not lions”.

At a time when minority rights are under 

increasing attack and all sorts of canards are 
being spread against them, it is interesting to 
note that Ambedkar was for absolute rights 
of the minorities. It would be instructive to 
note that Dr. Ambedkar vehemently protested 
K.M.Munshi’s proposal that the clause forbidding 
discrimination against minorities in admission 
to state educational institutions and prohibiting 
compulsory religious instruction to them be 
referred to a committee for further consideration. 
He said: “Rights for minorities should be 
absolute rights. They should not be subject to 
any consideration as to what another party may 
like to do to minorities within its jurisdiction”. 
His stand on the issue makes it absolutely clear 
that secularism for him was a universal value 
and therefore there was no need for it to be 
specifically mentioned in the Constitution. Article 
30 dealing with the protection of minorities can 
be said to be his brainchild.

The nature of Dr. Ambedkar’s social questioning 
on issues relating to women was as radical as in 
any other issue. He said- “I measure the progress 
of a community by the degree of progress which 
women have achieved”. Ambedkar saw women 
as the victims of the oppressive, caste based and 
rigid hierarchical social system. Therefore he 
advocated empowerment of women. He believed 
that women had to be moved from a position 
of ‘enforced powerlessness’ to one of ‘power’. 
It is interesting to note that Dr. Ambedkar 
raised women’s issue as member of Legislative 

As law Minister in Pt. Nehru’s cabinet he worked for months 
on a draft of the Hindu Code Bill. The bill he proposed 

sanctioned divorce and expanded the property rights of 
widows and daughters. The Constituent Assembly dragged 
its feet over it for four years (1947 to 1951) and blocked it. 
The first President of independent India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
threatened to stall the bill’s passage into law. Hindu sadhus 
even laid siege to the Parliament. Captains of industry were 
also up in arms. The opposition to the bill was so widespread 
that eventually Ambedkar had to resign as law minister. The 
radical nature of his social questioning can be understood from his resignation speech 
when he said, “To leave inequality between class and class, between sex and sex, which is 
the soul of Hindu society, and to go on passing legislation relating to economic problems 
is to make a farce of our constitution and to build a palace on a dung heap.”

Why Dr. Ambedkar resigned as Law Minister ?
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Council during his debate in Bombay Legislative 
Assembly in 1938. Maternity Benefit Bill was 
introduced by Dr. Ambedkar in 1942 during 
his tenure as Labour Minister in the Governor 
General’s Executive Council. He believed that 
the caste system advanced itself by controlling 
women. Therefore one of his major concerns 
was to make Hindu personal law more equitable 
for women. 

As law Minister in Pt. Nehru’s cabinet he 
worked for months on a draft of the Hindu Code 
Bill. The bill he proposed sanctioned divorce and 
expanded the property rights of widows and 
daughters. The Constituent Assembly dragged 
its feet over it for four years (1947 to 1951) and 
blocked it. The first President of independent 
India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, threatened to stall 
the bill’s passage into law. Hindu sadhus even 
laid siege to the Parliament. Captains of industry 
were also up in arms. The opposition to the bill 
was so widespread that eventually Ambedkar 
had to resign as law minister. The radical nature 
of his social questioning can be understood from 
his resignation speech when he said, “To leave 
inequality between class and class, between sex 
and sex, which is the soul of Hindu society, and 
to go on passing legislation relating to economic 
problems is to make a farce of our constitution 
and to build a palace on a dung heap.”

Ambedkar had left some indelible imprints of 
his vision on women in the constitution of India. 
Apart from Article 14 which guarantees equality 
before law and equal protection of the laws, one 
must take note of Article 15 which prohibits 
discrimination against any citizen on the ground 
of sex. Similarly, Article 15(3) empowers the 
State to make positive discrimination in favour 
of women and children; Article 16 provides 
for equality of opportunity in matters of public 
employment; Article 39(a) and (d) provides for 
equal pay for equal work; Article 42 enjoins 
upon the State to make provisions for maternity 
relief; Article 51 A (e) imposes a Fundamental 
Duty on every citizen to renounce the practices 
derogatory to the dignity of women.

Dr. Ambedkar was also alive to the plight 
of workers. He viewed the pernicious caste 
system of India as “division of labourers” and 

not “division of labour”. He opined that the caste 
system was the basis of assigning occupations 
and not the other way round. According to him, 
in a caste ridden society there is no willingness 
on the part of an individual to do what is best 
suited to him. This leads to both immobility 
of labour and capital and hinders optimal 
utilization of resources. The Constitution of 
India has given the workers the fundamental 
right to form Unions and Associations under 
Article 19 (1) (C). The dignity of human labour 
and the need for protecting and safeguarding 
the interest of labour has been enshrined in 
Chapter III (Articles 16,19,23 and 24) and 
Chapter IV (Articles 39,41,42, 43, 43 A and 54) 
of the Constitution of India in keeping with the 
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of 
State Policy. 

As the nation celebrates 125th birth anniversary 
of Dr. Ambedkar, it is apt to ask some searching 
questions. How far has Ambedkar’s dream 
of building a just society by just means been 
accomplished? To what extent has he been 
able to dispense justice – social, economic and 
political – to the suffering millions? What has 
been the impact of the Constitution insofar as 
inculcating the virtues of Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity among the people is concerned? 

The impact has been profound, no doubt. 
But much remains to be done. Untouchability 
continues to be prevalent in Indian society and is 
even today practiced by at least 25 per cent of the 
population (NCAER Report, Maryland University, 
November 2014). Positive discrimination and 
Reservation is seen as being casteist and 
appeasement tactics, instead of being an issue 
of good governance. We have to accept that 
the caste system in India is the superstructure 
of an economic base which is essentially feudal 
and semi feudal. The superstructure therefore 
cannot be demolished without demolishing 
the base. The most exploited classes in India 
constitute the most socially oppressed castes. 
The trade union movement in India has to 
integrate the struggle against class exploitation 
with the struggle against caste oppression. That 
would be the fittest tribute to the chief architect 
of the Indian Constitution.
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The BJP led NDA government is making 
all efforts to get “The Constitution 122nd 

Amendment (GST) Bill, 2014”, hailed as the 
‘Biggest Tax Reform since Independence’, 
passed in the Budget session of the Parliament. 
The Finance Minister is busy talking to the 
opposition, seeking their cooperation for getting 
the Bill through the Rajya Sabha, where it 
awaits adoption.The GST Bill, based on the 
recommendations of the Kelkar Committee 
on Implementation of Fiscal Reforms, was 
introduced in the Lok Sabha on 19.12.2014 
and got the consent of the Lower House on 
06.05.2015.

The Goods and Services Tax Bill or GST 
Bill, proposes a national value added tax, to 
be implemented in India from June, 2016. 
GST would be a comprehensive indirect tax on 
manufacture, sale and consumption of goods 
and services throughout India, to replace taxes 
levied by the Central and State governments. 
The Bill subsumes all indirect taxes; including 
central excise duty, service tax etc., at the 
centre and statelevels. It also subsumes Value 
Added Tax (VAT), Octroi, Entry tax and Luxury 
tax etc. Taxable goods and services are not 
distinguished from one another and are taxed 
at a single rate in a supply chain till the goods 
or services reach the consumer.

The Bill seeks to shift the restriction on 
states for taxing the sale or purchase of goods 
to the supply of goods or services. With the 
objective of ‘One Country-One Tax’, the Bill 
seeks to address the challenges with the current 
indirect Tax regime by broadening the Tax base, 

eliminating the cascading of taxes, increasing 
productivity and transparency, increase tax-GDP 
ratio, eliminate tax evasion and corruption, 
increasing compliance and reducing economic 
distortions caused by inter- state variations in 
taxes.

The GST Bill is a constitutional amendment 
that has to be mandatorily approved by a two-
thirds majority of MP’s present and voting in 
both the houses. The Bill then has to be adopted 
by a majority of the state assemblies, with two- 
third of the MLA’s present and voting. Only then 
can the GST be enacted legally.Parliament and 
State legislatures will have concurrent powers 
to make laws on GST. Only the Centre may levy 
an integrated GST (IGST) on the inter-state 
supply of goods, services and imports. The bill 
seeks to establish a GST council tasked with 
optimizing tax collection for goods and services 
by the state and centre. The GST Council will 
consist of the union finance minister, union 
ministers of state for revenue and state finance 
ministers. The GST council will recommend the 
rates of tax, period of levy of additional tax, 
principles of supply, special provision to certain 
states etc.,.

Alcohol for human consumption has been 
exempted from the purview of GST. Also, GST 
will apply to five petroleum products, at a later 
date. The bill empowers the centre to impose 
an additional tax of up to 1%, on the inter-
state supply of goods for two years or more. 
This tax will accrue to the states from where 
the supply originates. Parliament may, by law, 
provide compensation to the states for any loss 

GOODS and SERVICES TAX (GST) Bill
The GST Bill, with the objective of ‘One Country-

One Tax’ is a constitutional amendment that has to be 
mandatorily approved by a two-thirds majority of MP’s 
present and voting in both the houses. The Bill then has 
to be adopted by a majority of the state assemblies, 
with two- third of the MLA’s present and voting. Only 
then can the GST be enacted legally.

T.V.N.S. RAVINDRANATH
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of revenue from the introduction of GST, up to 
a five year period. 

The new indirect tax regime aims at doing 
away with the cascade effect of multiple taxes 
at the central and state levels, while giving 
credit for taxes paid at various stages for both 
goods and services. Retailers and traders will 
benefit from being able to avail of the credit 
for the service tax paid. With the availability of 
tax credit, currently applicable only for goods, 
traders will be able to set off the service tax paid 
on rentals, distribution or other activities, there 
by bringing down their costs of operation.

But, the provisions of this bill do not fully 
confirm to an ideal GST regime. Deferring the 
levy of GST on five petroleum products could 
lead to cascading of taxes. The additional 1% 
tax levied on goods that are transported across 
the states dilutes the objective of creating 
a hormonal national market for goods and 
services. Inter-state trade of a good would be 
more expensive than the intra-state trade, with 
the burden being borne by the retail customers. 
Further, cascading of taxes will continue. The 
bill permits the centre to levy and collect GST in 
the course of Inter-state trade and commerce. 
Instead of wiping out the difference between 
goods and service tax, it highlights them. The bill 
proposes a very high rate of 16% VAT, compared 
to current rate of 12.5%.

Though the GST is being referred to as a 
single taxation system, but in reality it is a 
dual tax in which both the Centre and State 
collect separate tax on a single transaction of 
sale and service. The Centre will administer 

the Central GST (CGST), and the individual 
States will administer the State GST (SGST). 
The entire economy in which Business operate, 
including traders, retailers, consuming states, 
producing states and end customers, is going 
to be effected as a result of this Bill. Being a 
destination-based tax, the result of GST would 
mean greater revenues for states where goods 
are headed i.e., consuming states. Producer 
states will face a moderation in their revenues 
as a result of the shift in the tax regime, which 
is presently origin-based. However, they may 
gain from the taxation of services, which are at 
present taxed by the centre only.

Impact studies carried out in countries that 
have implemented the GST or its equivalent 
indicate that the First year of implementation 
is likely to be inflationary, with a surge in 
prices of both goods and services. Though the 
government argues that in principle, the GST 
should have no aggregate impact on inflation 
and price levels because the new rate will be 
revenue neutral, the impact on particular goods 
and services will depend on the current structure 
of taxation.

The report of the government appointed 
panel, to study these tax rate structures, points 
out that while the exact impact on inflation can 
be worked out only after the GST rate is finalized, 
a lot would depend on factors including, which 
goods and services the government wants to 
exempt from the proposed tax, whether the 
producers pass on the benefits of tax credit 
to the consumers and the effectiveness of 
the system monitoring the impact of GST on 

GST may take away the rights of the  
states to decide taxes according to their 
socio-economic situations and also the rights 
to plan their revenues. 

Finance ministries, both at centre and 
states, will end up as distributing agencies 
with no power to take policy decisions. 

Budgets will be mere papers and GST 
council, controlled by the centre, will be all 
powerful. 

Thus, GST may pose a serious threat to 
the Nation’s Federal Structure. 
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prices. 
But, experts are clear that the way the 

proposal has been structured (i.e. excluding 
heavily taxed items like petrol and alcohol) 
consumers should be ready to pay more- 
marginally in some cases, significantly in 
others.Currently goods attract an effective tax 
rate of 24-25 % (including both central and 
state levies), while services attract a levy of 
14.5%. A strange argument is brought forward 
which says that while the first year will be 
inflationary, subsequent years would be better 
with the increased prices becoming the new 
normal.

Increase in prices of goods will vary depending 
on the type of product, the list it is placed in. 
Tax on a product should be calculated taking 
into account the rate of consumption and its 
effect on people. Under the present tax system, 
items like food and beverages, and clothing, 
are either exempt from tax or taxed at low 
rates. According to reports, 75% of items in 
the consumer price index are exempt from 
excise; 47% are exempt from sales tax. The 
CPI basket include eggs, fish and meat, spices, 
non-alcoholic beverages, fruits, fuel and light, 
clothing, footwear, medical care, stationery, 
recreation and amusement, and personal care 
items among others. Most states have already 
decided to have a dual rate structure for GST- a 
low rate for some commodities and a standard 
rate for others. 

If the government cleans up the exemption 
list, goods that are currently exempt will attract 
GST. Agricultural products, for example, which 
are exempt from taxes presently, will attract 
GST if the government decides to prune the 
exemption list. According to official sources, the 
government is planning to trim the exemption 
list for excise from the current 300 items to 
only around 99. Though which items exactly are 
not yet in public domain, it is reported that the 
government panel has made a case for doing 
away with exemptions on education, health and 
electricity.As per government data, excise tax 
exemptions and taxing goods at low rates result 
in foregone revenue of Rs 1.8 lakh crore for the 
centre and about 1.5 lakh crore for the states. 
India loses about 2.7% of its GDP, because of 
exemptions. 

The service sector will be adversely affected 
under the GST regime. While for the consumers 
of goods it will be a mixed experience, for the 
service consumers, the impact of GST will be 
adverse in nature. Presently, services are taxed 
only by the centre. Taxing the services by both 
Centre and State, under the GST regime, will 
lead to multiple compliances and consequent 
increase in compliance costs.The rate of service 
tax will be much higher than the present level. 
Services are expected to feel the biggest pinch, 
with the cost of services including telecom, 
banking, Air travel, dining in hotels and increase 
in costs of almost all services consumed.  It is 
to be noted that services comprise around 60% 
of the country’s GDP. As to how the proposed 
GST will impact the ultimate consumer will 
depend amongst other factors, on the rate of 
dual GST.

Further, there are serious issues involved 
regarding centre-state relations, a fundamental 
feature of our constitution regarding the rights 
of the states to raise resources. These need 
to be settled through a consensus amongst 
the central and state governments. For six 
long years it was the BJP that prevented this 
legislation from coming into force through its 
state governments.

GST may take away the rights of the states to 
decide taxes according to their socio-economic 
situations and also the rights to plan their 
revenues. Finance ministries, both at centre and 
states, will end up as distributing agencies with 
no power to take policy decisions. Budgets will 
be mere papers and GST council, controlled by 
the centre, will be all powerful. Thus, GST may 
pose a serious threat to the Nation’s Federal 
Structure. Even though the Bill will help in 
expanding the tax net, curbing tax evasion and 
increasing revenues from tax, the sacrifice of 
financial autonomy and state specific financial 
planning by governments will be negatively 
affected, if it becomes a law. And if states 
concerns are not taken seriously, GST will end-
up benefiting big business houses.A unilateral 
approach will do no good for the country and 
for the federal structure.

The author is Joint Secretary,
ICEU, Hyderabad Division.
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xÉkÉÉ WÒûAÉ mÉëoÉlkÉlÉ AÉæU mÉëcÉÉU iÉÇ§É MüÉ iÉÉsÉqÉåsÉ MüD oÉÉU 
urÉÌ£üÌuÉvÉãwÉ MüÉå MüËUvÉ qÉÉD Måü iÉÉæU mÉU mÉåvÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ 

xÉTüsÉ WûÉå eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| uÉwÉï 2013-14 Måü SÉæU qÉåÇ lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ MüÉå 
CxÉÏ ÃmÉ qÉåÇ mÉvÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ Måü xÉqÉrÉ EiÉÇaÉ 
lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ UÉaÉ AÉæU ËU© qÉåÇ sÉaÉiÉÏ uÉÉSÉåÇ MüÐ fÉÄQûÏ AoÉ SÉå 
xÉÉsÉ WûÉåiÉå WûÉåiÉå xÉÔZÉå xÉå WûÉåiÉÏ WÒûD AMüÉsÉ MüÉ AWûxÉÉxÉ Så UWûÏ 
Wæû| eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ eÉaÉÉD EiÉÇaÉ EqqÉÏSåÇ qÉÑUfÉÉD eÉÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ| ÎeÉxÉ 
ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü ÌWûsÉÉåUåÇ pÉUlÉå Måü xuÉÉÇaÉ UcÉå aÉrÉå jÉå, uÉå SUAxÉsÉ 
cÉÇS AUoÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ZÉeÉÉlÉå MüÉå ETüÉlÉ SålÉå MüÉ xÉoÉoÉ iÉÉå oÉlÉå WæûÇ, 
mÉUliÉÑ oÉWÒûiÉÉåÇ MüÉå EeÉÉÄQûMüU ElÉMüÐ kÉUiÉÏ AÉæU ÌlÉuÉÉsÉÉ ÍNûlÉMüU 
ClÉ AUoÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌWûxxÉå qÉåÇ ÌSrÉå WæûÇ| lÉ UÉåeÉaÉÉU ÍqÉsÉÉ AÉæU 
lÉ qÉWûÇaÉÉD ÃMüÐ| ´ÉqÉ AÍkÉMüÉU ÍNûlÉlÉå AÉæU eÉqÉÏlÉ AÍkÉaÉëWûhÉ 
MüÐ qÉlÉqÉÉlÉÏ, qÉlÉqÉÉæeÉÏ ÌuÉSãvÉÏ pÉëqÉhÉ AÉæU ÌlÉuÉvÉ Måü ÍsÉL 
ÄRûÉåsÉMüoÉÉeÉÏ rÉÑuÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûD MåüuÉsÉ fÉÉÇxÉåoÉÉeÉÏ| 
ÌlÉUliÉU qÉWûÇaÉÉD xÉå aÉUÏoÉÉåÇ Måü MüOûiÉå mÉåOû MüÐ MüÉælÉ xÉÑlÉå! rÉWûÉÇ 
iÉÉå  AÉqÉeÉlÉ MüÐ bÉOûiÉÏ ¢ürÉvÉÌ£ü xÉå oÉÉeÉÉU MüÐ pÉÏ WûÉå aÉD 
WûÉsÉÉiÉ mÉiÉsÉÏ| vÉãrÉU oÉÉeÉÉU WûÉå rÉÉ kÉÉiÉÑ oÉÉeÉÉU rÉÉ pÉÔÍqÉ-pÉuÉlÉ 
MüÉ xÉqmÉSÉ oÉÉeÉÉU, ÌaÉUÉuÉOû xÉå Wæû sÉaÉÉiÉÉU SÉå-cÉÉU| bÉOûÉ ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉ 
LMü-ÌiÉWûÉD, ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ pÉÏ AÉTüiÉ AÉD| QûÉsÉU MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ 
WûqÉÉUå ÃmÉrÉå lÉå AmÉlÉÏ xÉÉqÉjÉï AÉæU aÉÇuÉÉD| 

  ÌmÉNûsÉå 14 qÉÌWûlÉå xÉå sÉaÉÉiÉÉU ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUÏ ÌaÉUÉuÉOû 
oÉlÉÏ WÒûD Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå uÉwÉï 2014-15 qÉåÇ WÒûL 310 AUoÉ QûÊsÉU Måü 
ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉ MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ CxÉ ÌuÉ¨ÉuÉwÉï 260 AUoÉ QûÊsÉU Måü AÉxÉ-
mÉÉxÉ oÉlÉå UWûlÉå Måü xÉÇMåüiÉ WæûÇ| LMü QûÊsÉU Måü qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉå ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ 
AliÉUÉï·íÏrÉ MüÐqÉiÉ ÌlÉUliÉU ÌaÉUiÉå WÒûL 67.95 Ã. mÉWÒûÇcÉ aÉD Wæû| 
qÉWûÇaÉÉD aÉUÏoÉ Måü ÍsÉL ÌlÉUliÉU AÉTüiÉ eÉÉå oÉlÉÏ WÒûD Wæû| eÉWûÉÇ 
SÉsÉ oÉlÉ aÉD xÉÔmÉ, ZÉÉlÉå MüÉ iÉåsÉ AÉæU uÉxÉÉ pÉÏ WûÉjÉ xÉå aÉrÉå 
NÒûOû| 44 ÃmÉrÉå xÉå cÉÄRûÏ 210 ÃmÉrÉå mÉëÌiÉ ÌMü.aÉëÉ. eÉÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÏ 
AUWûU SÉsÉ| sÉÉåMü ÌSZÉÉD SÉå-cÉÉU NûÉmÉå qÉÉUå, eÉoiÉ MüÐ SÉsÉ| 
25 ÃmÉrÉå xÉå SÉqÉ bÉOåû AÉæU ÌTüU pÉÔsÉ aÉD xÉUMüÉU| AoÉ pÉÏ 
160-180 ÃmÉrÉå ÌMüsÉÉå ÌoÉMü UWûÏ Wæû EÄQûS SÉsÉ| xÉUMüÉU MüÉå 
lÉWûÏÇ CxÉxÉå MüÉåD xÉUÉåMüÉU| sÉÔOûiÉÏ-mÉÏOûiÉÏ eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ 

oÉlÉÏ WÒûD ÌlÉUliÉU oÉåWûÉsÉ| uÉWûÏÇ AliÉUÉï·íÏrÉ xiÉU mÉU bÉOûiÉÉ UWûÉ 
MüccÉÉ iÉåsÉ 28 QûÊsÉU mÉëÌiÉ oÉåUsÉ iÉMü AÉ ÌaÉUÉ mÉUliÉÑ ?oÉÉeÉÉU 
pÉÉuÉ? mÉU lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉÉ SåvÉ Måü EmÉpÉÉå£üÉAÉåÇ MüÉå ÌlÉUliÉU xÉxiÉÉ 
WûÉåiÉÉ UWûÉ rÉWû iÉåsÉ| uÉwÉï 2008 MüÐ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ qÉÇSÏ MüÉ uÉWû SÉæU 
eÉoÉ MüccÉÉ iÉåsÉ 147 QûÊsÉU mÉëÌiÉ oÉæUsÉ mÉU eÉÉ mÉWÒûÇcÉÉ jÉÉ 
AÉæU PûÏMü 8 xÉÉsÉ oÉÉS ÌTüU xÉå AÉD qÉÇSÏ MüÐ AÉWûOû qÉåÇ uÉWûÏ 
MüccÉÉ iÉåsÉ ExÉ xÉqÉrÉ Måü pÉÉuÉ MüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ 20 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå 
pÉÏ MüqÉ UWû aÉrÉÉ Wæû| xÉÉsÉ pÉU qÉåÇ iÉÏlÉ-cÉæjÉÉD xÉå pÉÏ lÉÏcÉå ÌaÉU 
aÉrÉå MüccÉå iÉåsÉ Måü SÉqÉ mÉUliÉÑ qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüU lÉå SvÉ qÉåÇ bÉOûÉrÉå 
'AÉlÉå' qÉåÇ mÉåOíûÉåsÉ AÉæU QûÏeÉsÉ Måü SÉqÉ| MüWûÉÇ aÉD 'oÉÉeÉÉU' MüÐ 
WûÉåÄQû sÉÄQûÉD 'MæüxÉå MüUåÇ WûqÉ ClÉMüÐ oÉÄQûÉD' ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ MüÉ AÉæU pÉÏ 
pÉrÉÉuÉWû cÉåWûUÉ 

 CxÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü SÉæU qÉåÇ ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ WûqÉÉUå SvÉ qÉåÇ 
WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ, oÉÎsMü ÌuÉµÉurÉÉmÉÏ aÉWûUÏ WÒûD Wæû| ÌuÉµÉ ´ÉqÉ xÉÇaÉPûlÉ Måü 
EmÉ qÉWûÉÌlÉSåvÉMü lÉå MÑüNû ÌSlÉ mÉWûsÉå oÉiÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü 
xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQåû qÉÉ§É 80 kÉÌlÉMüÉåÇ Måü mÉÉxÉ WûÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüÐ 19 ZÉUoÉ 
QûÊsÉU MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ Wæû eÉÉå ÌuÉµÉ MüÐ AÉkÉÏ AÉoÉÉSÏ rÉÉÌlÉ 3.5 
AUoÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ Måü oÉUÉoÉU Wæû| WûÉsÉ WûÏ eÉÉUÏ AÉYxÉTüÉqÉ 
MüÐ ËUmÉÉåOïû iÉÉå CxÉ aÉWûlÉ WûÉåiÉÏ ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ MüÉ AÉæU pÉÏ pÉrÉÉuÉWû 
cÉåWûUÉ xÉÉqÉlÉå sÉå AÉD Wæû| ExÉMåü AlÉÑxÉÉU SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü MåüuÉsÉ 
62 xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQåû kÉÌlÉMüÉåÇ Måü mÉÉxÉ WûÏ ÌuÉwuÉ MüÐ AÉkÉÏ AÉoÉÉSÏ 
xÉå pÉÏ erÉÉSÉ 3.88 AUoÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü oÉUÉoÉU MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ ÍxÉqÉOû 
aÉD Wæû| cÉÏlÉ pÉÏ CxÉxÉå ANÒûiÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ UWûÉ Wæû| SåvÉ Måü AÉÍjÉïMü 

It is almost two years now, 
the Modi Magic has lost its 
sheen, the ‘Development’  

has meant grabbing the 
lands , cutting the subsidies 

of the poor  to fill the coffers 
of dollar billionaires and 

plethora of anglicised 
slogans -Digital India,        

Make in India, Start-up India, 
Stand-up India etc. And 

for the common people it 
is only  unbridled inflation , 
mounting unemployment 

and deepening inequality.

 UÉqÉcÉlSì vÉqÉÉï

  TüÐMüÐ mÉÄQûÏ cÉqÉMü, 
        aÉWûUÉ WÒûAÉ 
        ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ MüÉ ÌuÉwÉ
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xÉÑkÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå erÉÉSÉ sÉÉpÉ ÌMülÉMüÉå ÍqÉsÉÉ Wæû, rÉWû WûÉÍsÉrÉÉ 
eÉÉUÏ uÉæsjÉ ËUmÉÉåOïû qÉåÇ ÍqÉsÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| SåvÉ qÉåÇ AÉÍjÉïMü xÉÑkÉÉUÉåÇ Måü 
25 xÉÉsÉ oÉÉS AqÉÏU 50 aÉÑlÉÉ AÉæU ElÉMüÐ SÉæsÉiÉ 1100 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ 
iÉMü oÉÄRûÏ Wæû| SåvÉ qÉåÇ MüUÉåÄQûmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ 2.36 sÉÉZÉ Wæû| 
ÌuÉµÉ Måü 50 vÉÏwÉï AUoÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ 1645 AUoÉ QûÊsÉU Wæû, 
CxÉqÉåÇ 3 pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ qÉÑMåüvÉ AqoÉÉlÉÏ, AeÉÏqÉ mÉëåqÉeÉÏ AÉæU ÌSsÉÏmÉ 
xÉÉbÉÇuÉÏ pÉÏ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ Wæû| 

 ÌuÉµÉ Måü ClÉ vÉÏwÉï 50 AUoÉ mÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ 27uÉåÇ lÉqoÉU mÉU 
qÉÉæeÉÔS qÉÑMåüvÉ AqoÉÉlÉÏ MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ 1688 AUoÉ ÃmÉrÉå, 43uÉåÇ 
lÉqoÉU mÉU AeÉÏqÉ mÉëåqÉeÉÏ MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ 1123 AUoÉ ÃmÉrÉå AÉæU 
44uÉåÇ xjÉÉlÉ mÉU ÌuÉUÉeÉqÉÉlÉ ÌSsÉÏmÉ xÉÉÇbÉuÉÏ MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ MüÉ qÉÔsrÉ 
1116 AUoÉ ÃmÉrÉå Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü mÉWûsÉå lÉqoÉU Måü AqÉåUÏMüÐ ÌoÉsÉ 
aÉåOÕûxÉ SÕxÉUå lÉqoÉU Måü xmÉålÉ Måü AqÉÉÌlÉxrÉÉå AÉæU iÉÏxÉUå lÉqoÉU 
Måü uÉÉUålÉ oÉTåüOû MüÐ xÉqmÉSÉ ¢üqÉvÉÈ 87.4, 66.8, 60.7 AUoÉ 
QûÊsÉU MüÐ Wæû| ÃmÉrÉå qÉåÇ AÉMåü iÉÉå rÉWû ¢üqÉvÉÈ 5916, 4556, 
4148 AUoÉ ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ oÉlÉiÉÏ Wæû| AÉæYxÉTüÉqÉ MüÐ eÉÉUÏ ËUmÉÉåOïû 
Måü LMü ÌSlÉ oÉÉS 19 eÉlÉuÉUÏ 2016 MüÉå lrÉÔ uÉsêQû uÉåsjÉ lÉå 
LåÌwÉrÉÉ mÉæxÉåÌTüMü 2016 ËUmÉÉåOïû eÉÉUÏ MüÐ Wæû| ExÉqÉåÇ oÉiÉÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ 
Wæû ÌMü LMü xÉÉsÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ EccÉ xÉqmÉSÉ Måü qÉÉÍsÉMüÉåÇ 
MüÐ AÉoÉÉSÏ 19.9 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ oÉÄRûÏ Wæû| rÉÉÌlÉ ÎeÉlÉ 10 sÉÉZÉ QûÊsÉU 
xÉå AÍkÉMü xÉqmÉSÉ uÉÉsÉå pÉÉUiÉÏrÉÉåÇMüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ LMü xÉÉsÉ mÉWûsÉå 
1.98 sÉÉZÉ jÉÏ, uÉWû AoÉ 2.36 sÉÉZÉ WûÉå aÉD Wæû| pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ 
MÑüsÉ urÉÌ£üaÉiÉ xÉÇmÉSÉ 2952 ZÉUoÉ ÃmÉrÉå Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü cÉÏlÉ qÉåÇ 
rÉWû 11,669 ZÉUoÉ ÃmÉrÉå Wæû| 

 urÉÌ£üaÉiÉ xÉÇmÉSÉ Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ eÉWûÉÇ pÉÉUiÉ LÍvÉrÉÉ mÉæxÉåÌTüMü 
SåvÉÉãÇ qÉå cÉÉæjÉå mÉÉrÉSÉlÉ mÉU Wæû, uÉWûÏÇ urÉÌ£üaÉiÉ AÉrÉ Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ 
uÉWû ÌlÉcÉsÉå mÉÉrÉSÉlÉ mÉU Wæû| 2,36,775 MüÐ ÃmÉrÉå MüÐ urÉÌ£üaÉiÉ 
AÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ pÉÉUiÉ lÉÏcÉå xÉå iÉÏxÉUå xjÉÉlÉ mÉU Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü 1.08 
sÉÉZÉ MüÐ urÉÌ£üaÉiÉ AÉrÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ mÉÉÌMüxiÉÉlÉ xÉoÉxÉå ÌlÉcÉsÉå 
mÉÉrÉSÉlÉ mÉU AÉæU AÉxOåûªÍsÉrÉÉ xÉoÉxÉå FmÉU Wæû| xÉoÉxÉå xÉqmÉ³É 
AÉæU xÉoÉxÉå aÉUÏoÉ MüÐ xÉÇmÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ ÄRûÉD WûeÉÉU aÉÑlÉÉ MüÉ AÇiÉU Wæû|  
xÉoÉxÉå xÉqmÉ³É 1% AÉæU oÉÉMüÐ 99% Måü oÉÏcÉ AliÉU 95 aÉÑlÉÉ WûÉå 
aÉrÉÉ Wæû| TüÉåoêxÉ Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU SåvÉ qÉåÇ 100 E±ÉåaÉmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ SÉæsÉiÉ 

23.34 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå WûÉå aÉD Wæû| CxÉMåü xÉÉjÉ WûÏ ¢åüÌQûOû 
xÉÑDxÉ lÉå pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ MüÉ AÉMüsÉlÉ MüUiÉå WÒûL oÉiÉÉrÉÉ Wæû 
ÌMü pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå kÉÌlÉMü qÉÉ§É 1% sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü mÉÉxÉ WûÏ SåwÉ MüÐ 
MÑüsÉ xÉqmÉSÉ MüÉ 53% ÌWûxxÉÉ Wæû| rÉÉÌlÉ ÌMü 99% AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü 
mÉÉxÉ SåvÉ MüÐ MÑüsÉ xÉqmÉSÉ MüÉ AÉkÉå xÉå pÉÏ MüqÉ 47% ÌWûxxÉÉ 
WûÏ Wæû| CxÉÏ iÉUWû pÉÉUiÉ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå kÉÌlÉMü qÉÉ§É 10% sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü 
mÉÉxÉ WûÏ SåwÉ MüÐ MÑüsÉ xÉqmÉSÉ MüÉ 76.3È ÌWûxxÉÉ Wæû| rÉÉÌlÉ ÌMü 
90% AÉoÉÉSÏ Måü mÉÉxÉ SåvÉ MüÐ MÑüsÉ SÉæsÉiÉ MüÉ LMü cÉÉæjÉÉD 
xÉå pÉÏ MüqÉ qÉÉ§É 23.7% ÌWûxxÉÉ Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå 15 xÉÉsÉ Måü SÉæU 
qÉåÇ rÉWû ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ AÉæU pÉÏ erÉÉSÉ iÉåeÉÏ xÉå oÉÄRûÏ Wæû| rÉÌS WûqÉ uÉwÉï 
2000 qÉåÇ SåZÉåÇ iÉÉå mÉÉrÉåaÉå ÌMü CxÉ SÉæUÉlÉ SåvÉ Måü 1% kÉÌlÉMüÉåÇ 
Måü mÉÉxÉ SåvÉ MüÐ SÉæsÉiÉ MüÉ 36.8% ÌWûxxÉÉ jÉÉ eÉoÉÌMü 10% 
xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQåû kÉÌlÉMüÉåÇ Måü mÉÉxÉ SåvÉ MüÐ SÉæsÉiÉ MüÉ 65.9% ÌWûxxÉÉ 
jÉÉ eÉÉå AoÉ 15 xÉÉsÉÉåÇ Måü oÉÉS AÉæU urÉÉmÉMü WûÉåiÉÉ WÒûAÉ ¢üqÉçvÉÈ 
53% AÉæU 76.3% WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| aÉUÏoÉ AÉæU AÍkÉMü aÉUÏoÉ WûÉå aÉrÉå 
WæûÇ iÉjÉÉ AqÉÏU AÉæU AÍkÉMü AqÉÏU oÉlÉ aÉrÉå WæûÇ|
aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ 

eÉlÉaÉhÉlÉÉ 2011 Måü AÉÇMüÄQåû oÉiÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü SåvÉ MüÐ AÉoÉÉSÏ 
121.2 MüUÉåÄQû qÉåÇ 68.84 MüUÉåÄQû aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ WæûÇ iÉÉå 31.16 MüUÉåÄQû 
vÉWûUÏ| ClÉqÉåÇ sÉå-Så Måü PûWûUÏ 48.2 MüUÉåÄQû MüqÉÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÏ AÉoÉÉSÏ| 
eÉÉå MÑüsÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ MüÉ Wæû iÉMüUÏoÉlÉ 40 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ| 95% mÉËUuÉÉUÉåÇ 
MüÐ AÉqÉSlÉÏ 10,000 ÃmÉrÉå qÉWûÏlÉå xÉå MüqÉ Wæû| CxÉqÉåÇ ZÉåiÉÏ 
xÉå UÉåeÉaÉÉU mÉÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå 55 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Wæû iÉÉå E±ÉåaÉ AÉæU xÉåuÉÉ xÉå 
MüqÉÉlÉåuÉÉsÉå 45 mÉëÌiÉwÉiÉ| ClWûÏÇ AÉMüÄQûÉåÇ MüÉå ZÉÇaÉÉsÉå iÉÉå mÉÉiÉå WæûÇ 
ÌMü 11.6 MüUÉåÄQû iÉÉå UÉåeÉÉlÉÉ ÌTüU UWåû WæûÇ, CkÉU-EkÉU UÉåeÉaÉÉU MüÐ 
iÉsÉÉvÉ qÉåÇ| ClÉqÉåÇ 8.4 MüUÉåQû xÉÉ¤ÉU Wæû iÉÉå 3.2 MüUÉåÄQû ÌlÉU¤ÉU 
pÉÏ| ClÉ xÉUMüÉUÏ AÉÇMüÄQûÉåÇ MüÐ qÉÉlÉå iÉÉå oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉUÏ MüÐ SU Wæû 9.6 
mÉëÌiÉwÉiÉ| eÉÉå uÉÉxiÉuÉ qÉåÇ Wæû SÒaÉlÉÏ-ÌiÉaÉÑlÉÏ| eÉæxÉÉÌMü eÉlÉaÉhÉlÉÉ Måü 
AÉÇMüÄQåû oÉiÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ ÌMü 55 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ AÉeÉ pÉÏ ZÉåiÉÏ xÉå 
eÉæxÉå-iÉæxÉå AmÉlÉÏ AÉeÉÏÌuÉMüÉ cÉsÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| ZÉåiÉÏ MüÐ sÉaÉÉiÉ 
lÉ ÌlÉMüsÉlÉå AÉæU MüeÉïpÉÉU oÉÄRûiÉå eÉÉlÉå Måü cÉsÉiÉå ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ 
AÉiqÉWûirÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉ SÉæU ÃMülÉå MüÉ lÉÉqÉ lÉWûÏÇ sÉå UWûÉ Wæû| Næû?uÉç 
Måü AÉÇMüÄQûÉåÇ Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU AÉeÉ SvÉ qÉåÇ 80 mÉëÌiÉçvÉiÉ aÉëÉqÉÏhÉÉåÇ Måü 
mÉÉxÉ LMü WåûYOåûrÉU rÉÉÌlÉ 10,000 uÉaÉï qÉÏOûU xÉå erÉÉSÉ eÉqÉÏlÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ Wæû| 2 WåûYOåûrÉU xÉå FmÉU eÉqÉÏlÉ uÉÉsÉå ÌMüxÉÉlÉ 7 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ 
xÉå erÉÉSÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû|

  UÉåeÉaÉÉU Måü ÍsÉL aÉÉÇuÉ xÉå aÉÉÇuÉ AÉæU aÉÉÇuÉ xÉå vÉWûU 
MüÉå ÌPûMüÉlÉÉ oÉSsÉlÉåuÉÉsÉå pÉÏ MüqÉ lÉWûÏÇ| CxÉ LMü SvÉMü qÉåÇ 
ÌuÉxjÉÉmÉlÉ MüÐ qÉÉU fÉåsÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ 10 MüUÉåÄQû xÉå FmÉU 
Wæû| ÌuÉxjÉÉmÉlÉ ÍvÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÉ oÉÄQûÉ oÉÉxÉÉ vÉWûUÏ fÉÑÎaaÉrÉÉåÇ Måü lÉUMü 
qÉåÇ Wæû| xuÉcNû pÉÉUiÉ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ MüÉvÉÉãåU ÌuÉ¥ÉÉmÉlÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ iÉÉå oÉWÒûiÉ 
Wæû sÉåÌMülÉ WûMüÐMüiÉ qÉåÇ lÉ lÉÌSrÉÉÇ xÉÉTü WæûÇ, lÉ vÉWûU, lÉ aÉÉÇuÉ| lÉ 
vÉÉæcÉÉsÉrÉ Wæû lÉ mÉÉlÉÏ| MüWûÏÇ vÉÉæcÉÉsÉrÉ oÉlÉÉ ÌSrÉå iÉÉå mÉÉlÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû| eÉWûÉÇ mÉÉlÉÏ Wæû iÉÉå ExÉMüÐ xÉWûÏ ÌlÉMüÉxÉÏ Måü xÉÉkÉlÉ lÉWûÏ oÉlÉÉrÉå 
aÉrÉå WæûÇ| ÌuÉwuÉ oÉæÇMü Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU 2.4 AUoÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ MüÉå xÉåÌlÉOåûwÉlÉ 
MüÐ xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉLÇ WûÉÍxÉsÉ lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ, ElÉqÉåÇ 75 MüUÉåÄQû pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ WæûÇ 

Courtesy: Adhwaryu, Times of India
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AÉæU ElÉqÉåÇ pÉÏ 80 mÉëÌiÉwÉiÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ 
pÉÉUiÉ MüÉ Wæû| AÉSqÉÏ Måü UWûlÉ-xÉWûlÉ AÉæU 
ExÉMüÐ eÉÏuÉlÉSvÉÉ MüÉå SvÉïlÉåuÉÉsÉÏ ÌuÉµÉ 
qÉÉlÉuÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ ËUmÉÉåOïû Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU 188 
SvÉÉãÇ Måü qÉÉlÉuÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ xÉÑcÉMüÉÇMü qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ 
130uÉåÇ xjÉÉlÉ mÉU Wæû| ÍsÉÇaÉ AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ oÉlÉÏ 
WÒûD Wæû| 188 SåvÉÉãÇ qÉåÇ qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ 
MüÉå SvÉïlÉåuÉÉsÉå xÉÔcÉMüÉÇMü qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ AÉæU pÉÏ 
lÉÏcÉå 151uÉåÇ xjÉÉlÉ mÉU oÉlÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü 
mÉÑÃwÉÉåÇ Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ rÉWû 120uÉåÇ xjÉÉlÉ mÉU Wæû| 
CxÉÏ ËUmÉÉåOïû Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU SåvÉ MüÐ AÉkÉÏ xÉå 
AÍkÉMü AÉoÉÉSÏ oÉWÒûÌuÉkÉ oÉÑÌlÉrÉÉSÏ ApÉÉuÉÉåÇ 
xÉå aÉëxiÉ Wæû| mÉÑUÉlÉÏ E±qÉÏ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ Måü 
lÉrÉå lÉrÉå AÇaÉëeÉÏSÉ lÉÉqÉMüUhÉ AÉæU ÄRûÉåsÉ-
ÄRûqÉÉMüÉåÇ xÉå ElÉMåü AÉaÉÉeÉ MåüuÉsÉ ÌSsÉ 
oÉWûsÉÉlÉå Måü MüÉeÉ oÉlÉ MüU UWû aÉrÉå WæûÇ| 'qÉåMü 
ClÉ CÇÌQûrÉÉ', 'ÌQûÎeÉOûsÉ CÇÌQûrÉÉ', 'xOûÉOïûEmÉ 
CÇÌQûrÉÉ', 'xOåûhQûAmÉ CÇÌQûrÉÉ' eÉæxÉå AaÉëåeÉÏSÉÇ 
lÉÉqÉ lÉÉæeÉuÉÉlÉ mÉÏÄRûÏ MüÉå pÉëqÉÉlÉå Måü xÉÑaÉTåü 
xÉå erÉÉSÉ MÑüNû lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ| lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ Måü vÉÑÃAÉiÉÏ LMü 
xÉÉsÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU lÉ MåüuÉsÉ oÉæÇMüÉåÇ Måü QÕûoÉiÉ GhÉ iÉåeÉÏ xÉå oÉÄRåû WæûÇ, 
oÉÎsMü 19.8% mÉÇeÉÏM×üiÉ MüÉUZÉÉlÉå pÉÏ oÉÇS WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ 
WûÏ LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ UÉåeÉaÉÉU AÉæU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
WûÉå UWåû lÉÑMüxÉÉlÉ MüÉå WûÏ SvÉÉïiÉÏ Wæû|
ÌuÉxjÉÉmÉlÉ MüÉ SÇvÉ

qÉÑoÉÇD AÉæU ÌSssÉÏ mÉU mÉëuÉÉÍxÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ SoÉÉuÉ xÉoÉxÉå erÉÉSÉ 
Wæû| CxÉ oÉÏcÉ qÉÑoÉÇD qÉåÇ 20 sÉÉZÉ iÉÉå ÌSssÉÏ qÉåÇ 11 sÉÉZÉ mÉëuÉÉxÉÏ 
oÉÄRåû| wÉWûUÏ CsÉÉMüÉåÇ qÉåÇ UWûlÉåuÉÉsÉÉ WûU xÉÉiÉuÉÉÇ lÉÉaÉËUMü fÉÑÎaaÉrÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ UWûlÉå MüÉå qÉeÉoÉÔU Wæû| CxÉ SvÉMü qÉåÇ ÌuÉxjÉÉmÉlÉ MüÉ SÇvÉ 
fÉåsÉlÉåuÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ oÉÄRûÏ Wæû| oÉÉÇkÉÉåÇ uÉ mÉËUrÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ 
Måü MüÉUhÉ pÉÏ ÌuÉxjÉÉmÉlÉ oÉÄRåû WæûÇ| CxÉ oÉÏcÉ 6.90 MüUÉåÄQû mÉËUuÉÉU 
aÉÉÇuÉ xÉå aÉÉÇuÉ uÉ 3.60 MüUÉåÄQû aÉÉÇuÉ xÉå vÉWûUÉåÇ qÉåÇ eÉÉ oÉxÉå| CxÉ 
oÉÏcÉ UÉåeÉaÉÉU Måü ÍsÉL mÉsÉÉrÉlÉ MüUMåü vÉWûUÉåÇ MüÐ AÉåU AÉlÉå xÉå 
vÉWûUÏ AÉoÉÉSÏ oÉÄRûÏ Wæû| WûËUrÉÉhÉÉ eÉæxÉå UÉerÉ qÉåÇ eÉWûÉÇ ExÉMåü 
AÎxiÉiuÉ qÉåÇ AÉlÉå Måü xÉqÉrÉ aÉëÉqÉÏhÉ AÉoÉÉSÏ 83 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ jÉÏ, 
AoÉ 70 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ UWû aÉD Wæû| rÉWûÉ vÉWûUÏMüUhÉ iÉåeÉÏ xÉå oÉÄRûÉ Wæû| 
xÉoÉxÉå erÉÉSÉ vÉWûUÏMüUhÉ iÉÍqÉsÉlÉÉQÒû qÉåÇ WÒûAÉ Wæû| iÉÍqÉsÉlÉÉQÒû qÉåÇ 
74.8%, qÉWûÉUÉ·í qÉåÇ 61%, aÉÑeÉUÉiÉ qÉåÇ 58%, mÉÇeÉÉoÉ qÉåÇ 52.5%, 
MülÉÉïOûMü qÉåÇ 49.xÉ% vÉWûUÏMüUhÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ ÌSYMüiÉ 
rÉWû Wæû ÌMü CxÉ oÉÄRûiÉ vÉWûUÏMüUhÉ Måü xÉqÉÉliÉU oÉÑÌlÉrÉÉSÏ lÉÉaÉËUMü 
xÉÑÌuÉkÉÉLÇ lÉWûÏÇ oÉÄRûÏ Wæû AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉ eÉÏuÉlÉ lÉÉUMüÐrÉ WûÉsÉÉiÉÉåÇ 
xÉå SÉå-cÉÉU Wæû| û

'ATüÉåQåïûoÉsÉ WûÉEÍxÉÇaÉ' Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU pÉuÉlÉÌlÉqÉÉïiÉÉ aÉëÑmÉ xÉUMüÉU 
xÉå xÉxiÉÏ eÉqÉÏlÉ AÉæU xÉÎoxÉQûÏ MüÉ sÉÉpÉ sÉå, oÉQûÏ? oÉÄQûÏ 
AÉuÉÉxÉÏrÉ oÉWÒû qÉÇÎeÉsÉÉ CqÉÉUiÉå iÉÉå ZÉÄQûÏ ÌMürÉå eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ mÉUliÉÑ 
ClÉMüÐ MüÐqÉiÉåÇ CiÉlÉÏ erÉÉSÉ WæûÇ ÌMü uÉWû ÌMüxÉÏ pÉÏ aÉUÏoÉ iÉÉå 

SÕU qÉkrÉqÉuÉaÉï MüÐ mÉWÒÇûcÉ qÉåÇ pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ AÉ 
UWûÏ WæûÇ| xÉ³ÉOåû qÉåÇ ZÉÄQûÏ ClÉ oÉWÒûqÉÇÎeÉsÉÉ 
CqÉÉUiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ MüÉåD UWûlÉåuÉÉsÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ Wæû AÉæU 
eÉÃUiÉqÉÇS sÉÉåaÉ ÌoÉlÉÉ qÉMüÉlÉ Måü ZÉÑsÉå qÉåÇ 
UWûlÉå MüÉå qÉeÉoÉÔU WæûÇ| AÉuÉÉxÉ Måü ApÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ 
eÉæxÉå iÉæxÉå ÌiÉlÉMüÉ eÉÉåÄQûMüU UåsÉ mÉOûUÏ Måü 
ÌMülÉÉUå ÌSssÉÏ qÉåÇ oÉxÉÏ LMü MüccÉÏ oÉxiÉÏ 
MüÉå mÉÔxÉ MüÐ PûÇQûÏ UÉiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ EeÉÉÄQûlÉå MüÐ 
WûÉÍsÉrÉÉ bÉOûlÉÉ AÉæU ExÉqÉåÇ LMü qÉÉxÉÔqÉ MüÐ 
WÒûD qÉÉæiÉ lÉå lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ xÉUMüÉU Måü AxÉsÉ 
cÉåWûUå MüÉå SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü xÉÉqÉlÉå sÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| 
lÉ ZÉÉÇFaÉÉ, lÉ ZÉÉlÉå SÕÇaÉÉ, MüÉ lÉÉUÉ jÉÉåjÉÉ 
xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûAÉ| asÉÉåoÉsÉ OíûÉlxÉmÉëålxÉÏ ËUmÉÉåOïû 
qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉ lÉ MåüuÉsÉ eÉxÉ MüÐ iÉxÉ 
Wæû oÉÎsMü ÌuÉSåvÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ xÉå sÉåMüU ÌuÉ¨ÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
AÉæU pÉÉeÉmÉÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü 3 qÉÑZrÉqÉÇÌ§ÉrÉÉåÇ 
mÉU EPåû aÉÄQûoÉÄQûfÉÉsÉå Måü xÉuÉÉsÉÉåÇ mÉU qÉÉåSÏ 
MüÉ 'qÉÉælÉ' qÉlÉqÉÉåWûlÉ Måü 'qÉÉælÉ' xÉå erÉÉSÉ 
sÉqoÉÉ ÎZÉÇcÉiÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| oÉåMüÉUÏ MüÐ 

xÉÑkÉ sÉålÉÉ iÉÉå SÕU CxÉ oÉÏcÉ qÉlÉÑuÉÉS AÉæU mÉÉZÉÇQû mÉëåUMü oÉrÉÉlÉÉåÇ 
xÉå lÉ MåüuÉsÉ SÍsÉiÉÉåÇ mÉU eÉÑsqÉ oÉÄRåû WæûÇ oÉÎsMü AsmÉxÉÇZrÉMüÉåÇ mÉU 
pÉÏ AÉ¢üqÉhÉ oÉÄRåû WæûÇ| 

mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉUxiÉ ESÉUÏMüUhÉ AÉæU xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉS pÉÌ£ü qÉåÇ sÉÏlÉ 
SÍ¤ÉhÉmÉÇjÉÏ xÉ¨ÉÉ xuÉiÉÇ§ÉiÉÉ, xÉqÉiÉÉ AÉæU pÉÉiÉ×iuÉ Måü xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉÏ 
uÉÉSå Måü EsÉOû eÉÉÌiÉ, kÉqÉï AÉæU ÍsÉÇaÉ Måü ÌuÉpÉÉÎeÉiÉ MüUiÉå lÉÉUÉåÇ 
Måü eÉÉåU qÉåÇ lÉ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ MüÐ E¬vÉ MüÉå mÉÔUÉ MüU mÉÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ AÉæU 
lÉ WûÏ kÉqÉïÌlÉUmÉå¤É eÉlÉiÉÇ§É, AÉÍjÉïMü AÉiqÉÌlÉpÉïUiÉÉ, xÉÇbÉÏrÉ ÄRûÉÇcÉå 
AÉæU xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü lrÉÉrÉ mÉU ÌOûMü mÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| WûqÉ pÉÉUiÉ Måü sÉÉåaÉ 
oÉiÉÉæU AmÉlÉå mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉ xÉÇxÉS qÉåÇ ÎeÉlWåÇû ÌlÉuÉÉïÍcÉiÉ MüU pÉåeÉ UWåû WæûÇ, 
uÉå AÉÎZÉU ÌMülÉMåü ÍsÉL MüÉqÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ? lÉ qÉeÉSÕU Måü ÍsÉL, 
lÉ ÌMüxÉÉlÉ Måü ÍsÉL, lÉ rÉÑuÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL lÉ SÍsÉiÉ Måü ÍsÉL, lÉ 
qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉL, uÉå eÉÉå pÉÏ MüU UWåû WæûÇ, MåüuÉsÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ÍsÉL| 
UÉ·íuÉÉS MüÉ rÉå MæüxÉÉ aÉÉlÉ, ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ AuÉÉqÉ MüÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüWûÏÇ lÉÉqÉ| 
xÉUMüÉU Måü mÉÉxÉ ÍxÉTïü UWû aÉrÉÉ ÌuÉSåvÉÉåÇqÉåÇ iÉTüUÏ MüÉ MüÉqÉ|

oÉxÉ, WûuÉÉ

Courtesy: Keshav, The Hindu,

Courtesy: Ninan, Times of India
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nationalists.
At this rate, it seems likely that by the time 

the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) finishes 
its term, the vast majority of Indians would have 
turned into anti-nationals. The only cure for their 
anti-nationalism being the healing nationalist 
brutality of an Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP) or Bajrang Dal lynch mob, while India’s 
nationalist police presides over the ceremony, 
peacefully.

What exactly is goonda nationalism? A 
goonda nationalist is anyone who arrogates to 
himself the job of certifying citizens as anti-
national.
The turn to goonda nationalism

Goonda nationalism is not a new phenomenon. 
The German historian Arthur Rosenberg, in his 
book, Fascism as a Mass Movement , refers to 
two conditions as prefiguring the rise of fascism: 
the rise of right-wing nationalism, and an active 
connivance between the state and identitarian 
storm troopers. What India has witnessed over 
the past month, first in Hyderabad Central 
University (HCU) and now in JNU, is early 
consolidation of these two conditions for the 
furtherance of an agenda that we shall not 
call fascist because, as we’ve been assured 
repeatedly by eminent Indian liberals, India is 
too diverse and Indian democracy too resilient 
for us to use the f-word.

Yet the pattern is too striking to miss. In 
HCU, the crisis was sparked off by a students’ 
association expressing sympathy for Yakub 
Memon, whose execution has been questioned 
by several legal luminaries. The HCU unit of 

For Rohith Vemula 
& Kanhaiya Kumar, 
Nationalism is about 

the Welfare of the Indian people 
over that of the Indian state, 

making them threats 
in the eyes of goonda nationalists

In the rest of the world, history repeats itself 
first as tragedy and second as farce. In 21st 

century India, history repeats itself first as farce, 
and second on prime time.

Can a bunch of hysterical TV anchors really 
fool a nation into believing that the brightest 
students of one of its best universities are 
“anti-nationals” and their thuggish persecutors 
“nationalists”? Can India’s famed diversity 
save it from falling for the tired old game of 
witch-hunting anti-nationals? Well, the ruling 
dispensation seems to be betting against it.

So we’ve heard Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
president Amit Shah say the Congress vice 
president Rahul Gandhi is an anti-national. 
Why? Because he has been siding with the anti-
national students of Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU). The political intent behind this accusation 
cannot be misread. But unfortunately for Mr. 
Shah, the idea of Mr. Gandhi as an anti-national 
is, at best, amusing; at worst, an affront to the 
imagination.

Already, according to the nationalist taxonomy 
of the Sangh Parivar, Adivasis in central India, 
Dalit students, Left intellectuals, human rights 
activists, a certain religious minority, anti-nuclear 
activists, beef eaters, non-haters of Pakistan, 
inter-religious couples, homosexuals, and labour 
activists are anti-nationals. If we take into 
account Monday’s episode of goonda nationalism 
at Patiala House in New Delhi, we must expand 
the list to include journalists, people dressed 
like JNU students, anyone without an identity 
card, anyone recording goonda nationalists in 
action, and anyone opposed to the said goonda 

Who is an Anti-national?

G. SAMPATH  (COURTESY: THE HINDU 17/2/2016)
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the ABVP spearheaded the persecution of 
this student body by branding them as “anti-
national”. Its case was taken up by a BJP member 
of Parliament (MP), Bandaru Dattatreya, who 
sent a complaint to the Centre. The outcome: a 
pliant vice-chancellor and a pliable police acted 
against the students targeted by the ABVP, and 
the story hit the national headlines with the 
suicide of Rohith Vemula, a vocal critic of the 
ABVP and its violent majoritarianism.

In JNU, the crisis was sparked by a group 
of students organising a protest meeting in 
support of Afzal Guru, whose execution has been 
questioned by several legal luminaries. The ABVP 
spearheaded the persecution of the students 
involved by branding them as “anti-national”. Its 
case was taken up by a BJP MP, Maheish Girri, 
whose complaint led to an FIR being lodged. The 
outcome: a pliant vice-chancellor and a pliable 
police acted against the students targeted by the 
ABVP, and the story hit the national headlines 
with the arrest of JNU students’ union president 
Kanhaiya Kumar, a vocal critic of the ABVP and 
its violent majoritarianism.

The stick used to beat the students in both 
cases was nationalism — one specifically of 
the right-wing kind. The stick is wielded, as 
Rosenberg noted, by the state giving free rein 
to identitarian storm troopers — in this case, 
the ABVP.

It is worth noting that the crackdown on 
dissent in the JNU campus, as well as the attack 
on journalists at Patiala House, comes after 
much public shaming of the NDA’s unwillingness 
to uphold tolerance. It is as if the months of 
liberal backlash over intolerance has had zero 
impact on the NDA.

India’s bane has been the failure of its 
self-proclaimed ‘constitutional’ liberals to 
acknowledge that the forces of Hindutva and 
economic liberalism (or neo-liberalism) are a 
package deal. It is this failure that leads them 
to time and again frame such violence simply 
as attacks on free speech, while remaining blind 
to their own complicity in the political economy 
of repression.

Let down by the liberals
In their heated embrace of economic 

liberalism, India’s liberal elites looked away 
as the state either went after or neglected 
the interests of labourers, the urban poor, the 

farmers, the landless, the land-poor — the vast 
majority of whom are from socially marginalised 
castes. Now they find the state looking away as 
their own liberal freedoms come under siege by 
state-endorsed illiberal forces.

Incidentally, both HCU’s Rohith Vemula and 
JNU’s Kanhaiya Kumar had the clarity of vision to 
see through such self-serving liberal delusions. 
Vemula tried to unite the twin minorities of Dalits 
and Muslims on the HCU campus. Mr. Kumar’s 
agenda was to unite the student community and 
informalised labour against the divisive politics 
of the ABVP inside JNU and neo-liberal economic 
policies outside. It was this acuity of political 
vision — owed in no small measure to their 
underprivileged origins — that made them such 
threats in the eyes of goonda nationalists.

Is nationalism about the welfare of the Indian 
people or that of the Indian state, which anyway 
seems beholden to foreign capital rather than 
Indian labour? Who has the right to label anyone 
as anti-national? And how should the average 
Indian citizen respond to the charge of being 
an anti-national?

The battle is already lost if one seeks to 
answer the charge by trying to prove that one 
is not an anti-national. The correct response, as 
Mr. Kumar showed in a brilliant speech that went 
viral on social media, is to go on the offensive, 
and ask what qualifies goonda nationalists to 
issue certificates of nationalism, and to question 
the motives of a government that allows them 
to do so.

Courtesy: Satish Acharya, sify.com
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The arrest of Kanhaiya Kumar and the 
crackdown on political dissent at JNU suggest 

that we are living under a government that is 
both rabidly malign and politically incompetent. 
It is using nationalism to crush constitutional 
patriotism, legal tyranny to crush dissent, political 
power to settle petty scores, and administrative 
power to destroy institutions. The instigation 
of this crackdown was the alleged chanting 
of some anti-national slogans at JNU, and a 
meeting to mark the death anniversary of Afzal 
Guru. But the government’s disproportionate 
response smacks of tyranny of the highest order. 
It ordered the arrest of Kanhaiya Kumar, whose 
speech had nothing anti-national about it.

The fury with which the home minister 
and HRD minister intoned on defending 
“Mother India” and wiping out anti-national 
events, suggests several things. This was a 
political decision taken at the highest levels of 
government. It represents an open declaration 
by government that it will not 
tolerate any dissent. It clearly 
put on display this government’s 
imperiously presumptuous claim 
that it has the monopoly on 
nationalism. It was meant to be 
a display of brute force against a 
speech that was not in any way an 
immediate instigation to violence. 
The crackdown was an act 
designed to revel in ignorance of 
the law of sedition. Indeed, it was 
insidious in its remarkable ability 
to make ignorance the flaming 
torchbearer of nationalism. The 
government does not want to just 
crush dissent; it wants to crush 
thinking, as its repeated assaults 

on universities demonstrate.

They want to peddle a patriotism whose 
condition of possibility is the wiping out of all 
thought. It is important not to confuse several 
issues. Some of the students may have been 
deeply misguided in the beliefs they hold. But 
a university is the space to debate them: yes, 
even the hanging of Afzal Guru. But nothing they 
said amounts to a definition of illegality that 
should befit a liberal democracy. As a society, we 
are also losing sight of a basic distinction: the 

threshold of justification required 
for using the coercive power of 
the state is not satisfied merely 
because someone disagrees. 
In fact, the critique of what the 
students were doing has been 
vitiated because it has resorted 
to force. It is also important to 
remember that what is at issue 
here is not the definition of 
patriotism, or who is or is not 
anti-national. Large sections 
of the media and intelligentsia 
are gullibly letting the question 
of nationalism frame the terms 
of debate. So, even at the risk 
of hyperbole, it is a moment to 
assert that being anti-national 

Modi sarkar threatened democracy; 
that is the most anti-national of all acts

 Pratap Bhanu Mehta 
President, Centre for Policy Research, Delhi, 
and contributing editor, The Indian Express

(Courtesy: The Indian Express)

Nothing that the students did poses 
nearly as much threat to India, as the 

subversion of freedom and judgement 
this government represents.

The crackdown signals an utter lack 
of judgment in the government, where 

ministers manage to manufacture a 
national crisis out of what were always, 

at best, minor affectations in student 
politics.  The ABVP’s constantly seeking 
government  interference in  university 
affairs on ideological grounds does not 

portend well for the future. 

Courtesy: Ninan, Times of India
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is not a crime. Indeed, if the definition of 
nationalism is narrow and pinched-up, if it 
does not brook serious criticism, if it is aligned 
with tyranny, if it trades on an anti-intellectual 
ignorance, and its purpose is to unleash a frenzy 
of destructive passion, then being anti-national 
might even be an obligation. Make no mistake: 
the purpose of such a use of state power is to 
put all defenders of liberty, all radical critics of 
the state, on the defensive. Its purpose is to 
make traitors of all of us.

But besides being malign, the government’s 
actions are politically stupid. In a narrow sense, 
the crackdown fulfils the government’s agenda: 
polarise and confuse the population by constantly 
debating nationalism; give full rein to the politics 
of resentment that the government harbours 
against institutions it has declared “Left.” But 
it does long-run damage to the government’s 
credibility in several ways. It gives the opposition 
exactly the pretext to unite that they need. It 
is hard to see the government being able to 
carry much of the country with it, if it constantly 
uses such vendetta. It will not be a surprise if 
another parliament session is the casualty of 
such overreaction. And the opposition would be 
well within its rights. Dissent is not something 
to be trifled with. As atrocious as the Congress 
and Left’s record on freedom of expression is, 
this is an opportunity for them to signal a new 
beginning. But they have to learn this lesson. 
The Congress and the Left have been hiding 
behind their own self-declared virtue for far too 
long, to the point where they created and used 

all the legal instruments of suppression the BJP 
is deploying with such effect. The politics of 
dissent will have to be rescued from the politics 
of opportunism.

The crackdown signals an utter lack of 
judgment in the government, where ministers 
manage to manufacture a national crisis out of 
what were always, at best, minor affectations in 
student politics. The ABVP’s constantly seeking 
government interference in university affairs on 
ideological grounds does not portend well for 
the future. It has even given all those not on 
the Left a reason to rally with the “Left.” JNU’s 
importance to national intellectual life had been 
waning; the BJP has just resurrected it. Even 
from the point of view of their own critique of 
the Left, this is an own goal. It suggests that the 
BJP is a party that cannot repress its own base 
instincts, whose petty politics of resentment 
will always subvert whatever long-term goals 
it might have. The BJP has still not learnt any 
lesson from its fate over the last two years. The 
toleration debate will overshadow everything 
else it does, not because of some congenital 
anti-BJP conspiracy: it is because the protection 
of freedom is the life blood of a democracy. And 
in this case, it is the BJP that upped the ante. The 
BJP does not also understand one subtle point: 
that unless there is real and immediate violence 
involved, a democracy that cuts “anti-nationals” 
some slack is a robust democracy. For the fact 
that even people who push the boundaries of 
expression are safe makes us all feel safe.

Nothing that the students did poses nearly 
as much threat to India, as the subversion 
of freedom and judgement this government 
represents. The honourable ministers should 
realise that if this is a debate about nationalism, 
it is they, rather than JNU, who should be in the 
dock. They have threatened democracy; that is 
the most anti-national of all acts.

Courtesy: 
Adhwaryu, 
Times of India
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India’s archaic sedition law – which Mahatma 
Gandhi described as “prince among political 

sections of the Indian Penal Code designed 
to suppress the liberty of the citizen” – 
unfortunately remains on its statute books a 
century later.

The law must be scrapped forthwith before it 
does further damage. Consider the incongruity 
of the scenario currently unfolding in Delhi. On 
the one hand, on Monday as well as yesterday, 
police stood by passively as a group of lawyers 
took the law into their own hands and turned 
Patiala House court – in the heart of the national 
capital – into a war zone.

The group thrashed those they saw as 
“anti-nationals”, including journalists reporting 
on a sensitive case. On the other hand police 
have laid siege to a premier national university 
sniffing sedition within its walls, arresting the 
president of the students’ union along with some 
others.

This incongruity cannot be covered up by 
wrapping it around with the national flag. A 
proud democracy has been made to look like 
a banana republic. The address made by JNU 
students’ union president Kanhaiya Kumar has 
since been published by the media.

It takes its stand by the Constitution of India 
and by B R Ambedkar, widely regarded as the 
architect of the Constitution. It is a criticism of 
the SanghParivar, with some swipes thrown in 
at capitalism. One might agree or disagree with 
the contents of his speech (we largely disagree), 
but it is hardly less “nationalist” than anything 
put out by the SanghParivar.

To describe such speech as seditious is not 
only a trumped-up charge, it eliminates the 
distinction between legitimate political criticism 
and violent militancy. As further evidence of 
the hysteria and irrationality being whipped up 
around the “anti-national” issue, there is no 
case for attacking journalists because they are 
reporting on a court case. Without journalists 
and media, India would regress to resemble 
Taliban-ruled parts of Afghanistan.

That hardly serves any patriotic purpose. 
The problem is that the continuing existence 
of the sedition law on India’s statute books 
makes it low-hanging fruit, to be bitten on 

Junk sedition law: It lends itself to easy abuse, 
as is evident today in the JNU case

Times of India Editorial, Feb.18, 2016 

whenever ruling politicians get lazy. Despite 
the Supreme Court ringing it around with many 
restrictions because of its potential for misuse, 
it has still been trotted out when someone 
protested a nuclear plant, or the liquor policy of 
a state government, or drew cartoons mocking 
Parliament, or ministered to sick patients in a 
Maoist-hit area. It’s high time free India rid itself 
of this relic of British colonialism.

The attack on JNU is the 
beginning of an insurrection 
against the Indian constitution
said  Prof. Prabhat Patnaik addressing the 
JNU students on 17 th Feb. 2016

Excerpts from the speech:
“JNU is a springboard from which a 

campaign is going to be launched against all 
who disagree with the project of this lot which 
is in power - the project of Hindu Rashtra. 
And this campaign is going to be launched in 
the name of “nationalism”. That anybody who 
disagrees with us is “anti-national”. And in fact 
in Delhi itself a situation of this kind, where 
not only do you have frenzied mobs around 
JNU, but the Police Commissioner washes his 
hands off the fact that lawyers enter, beat up 
people in front of TV cameras. 

This is a situation of an insurrection. 
Basically the attempt is to take over the city; 
and not allow anybody to protest against 
it. This “take over the city” in the name of 
“nationalism” and brand everybody who is 
opposed to the Sangh Parivar as “anti-national” 
is a kind of insurrection whose beginning is 

Insurance Worker
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The Union government’s response to the 
recent developments at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University betrays a disquieting intent to create 
an atmosphere of fear amongst its students 
and teachers. The rationale for the police 
action was an event to mark the anniversary 
of the execution of Afzal Guru, a convict in the 
Parliament attack case, and it is alleged that 
slogans were raised against India’s sovereignty. 
However, unless there was actual incitement to 
violence, there really was no case for the police 
to swoop down on the campus, arrest students, 
and slap charges of sedition and criminal 
conspiracy on them. The Delhi Police seemed 
to have taken the cue from a remark made by 
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh that “anti-
national activities” would not be tolerated, 
and invoked the draconian pre-Constitution 
law of sedition. The arrest of Kanhaiya Kumar, 
president of the JNU Students’ Union, who 

State overreach on the campus
(The Hindu Editorial)

JNU and Delhi. But on the other hand, it does 
appear, given the fact that over the next three 
days, they are going to carry this campaign all 
over the country that they are going to mobilise 
people on this issue. And this is nothing but an 
attempt to spread the insurrection from JNU 
and Delhi to the rest of the country. 

In other words I see the attack on JNU as a 
beginning of an insurrection against the Indian 
constitution. Now in one sense, of course, I 
feel proud of the fact that the institution with 
which we are all associated is seen so much as 
the symbol of the constitution, as the symbol 
of democracy in this country, that the attack 
begins here.

What has stood in their way is the unity 
which you find here. What has stood in their 
way is the fact that the students have not 
got intimidated. The teachers have not got 
intimidated. The students and teachers have 
stood together. And what is more, large 
numbers of teachers in other parts of the 
country have stood with JNU... All over the 
country, teachers are solidarising with JNU. The 
project of destroying this constitution through 
the kind of insurrection that begins with an 
attack on JNU is going to be defeated.”

belongs to the All-India Students’ Federation, an 
organisation known to be affiliated to the CPI, is 
quite inexplicable, except in terms of the theory 
that he was chosen for his political antipathy to 
the AkhilBharatiyaVidyarthiParishad, the RSS’s 
student wing. Neither his union nor the party 
to which it is affiliated supports separatism in 
Kashmir or opposes parliamentary democracy. 
The union has in fact disassociated itself from 
the views expressed by a small group of students 
who organised the event. Yet, an impression is 
sought to be created that Mr. Kumar and many 
other like-minded student activists in JNU are 
‘anti-national’.

Once again, Section 124-A of the Indian Penal 
Code, which makes sedition punishable with life 
imprisonment, has been casually invoked despite 
the Supreme Court repeatedly cautioning that 
even words indicating disaffection against the 
state will not constitute the offence, unless there 
is a call for violence or a pernicious tendency to 
create public disorder. It is difficult to dismiss the 
police action as a routine or expected response 
by the state to reports of allegedly anti-national 
speeches. The JNU campus nurtures political 
opinion of all shades. It is a haven for legitimate 
dissent and a locus of inevitable differences. Its 
atmosphere should not be undermined by some 
to whom its intellectual space is an eyesore. 
In recent times, the suicide of a scholar in the 
University of Hyderabad roiled the student 
community across the country and created an 
upsurge against the ruling dispensation wielding 
its ideological influence on campus activities. 
The misconceived manner in which Afzal 
Guru was commemorated by a handful of JNU 
students should not be a provocation for tarring 
the students’ union with the brush of alleged 
anti-nationalism. The government should not 
sense in these developments an opportunity 
to suppress all dissent and seek to kill the 
ideological orientation of some student groups. 
Deviation from its own notion of nationalism 
cannot be treated as sedition. The line between 
dissent and treason may be thin to some, but 
the ability to distinguish between the two is a 
constitutional duty of the state. And given the 
history of its misuse and its incompatibility with 
a modern Constitution, Section 124-A of the IPC 
ought to be junked altogether.
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The 33rd General Conference (Diamond Jubilee Year) 
of the South Zone Insurance Employees’ Federation 

started off on January, 23, 2016 with a massive 
rally of more than 2500 comrades including a large 
number of women at Thanjavur, the ‘Rice Granary’ of 
Tamil Nadu. Com C.Ravindranathan Former President 
of SZIEF flagged off the rally. At the venue of the 
Inaugural Session, Com.M.Kunhikrishnan, President, 
SZIEF, hoisted the AIIEA’s flag followed by homage at 
the Martyrs’ Column. There were cultural programmes 
performed by the Thanjavur Saroj Art Troupe of 
Insurance employees. The Conference was preceded 
by campaign posters and banners throughout the 
city projecting the demands for protection of the 
public sector insurance industry and those of the 
common man. Such campaign programmes were 
also conducted in all the three States of Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Puducherry coming under the South Zone. 
Extensive campaign in the form of Jathas was also 
undertaken by all the Divisional Units of the Zone.
Inaugural Session

The Venue of Inaugural Session was named after 
Com.R.Umanath. The session was presided over by 
Com.M.Kunhikrishnan, President SZIEF.

Com.G.Veeraiyan, a senior leader of the Agricultural 
workers movement and former MLA, who was the 
Honorary Chairman of the Reception Committee, 
greeted the participants in the session. He applauded 
the role of the Insurance employees for protection of 
the public sector insurance institutions to safeguard 
the interests of the people at large.

Com.A.K.Padmanabhan, All-India President of the 
Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU), inaugurating 
the conference, appreciated the activities of SZIEF 
inclusive of social arena which have broader vision.  
He lauded the role of the AIIEA units in providing 
relief in various forms to the people affected by the 
unprecedented rains and floods in Northern districts 
of Tamilnadu including Chennai and Cuddalore to 
extend a helping hand to the suffering downtrodden. 

He recalled the glorious struggle of East Thanjavur 
region which is a guiding star for the Working class 
movement even today for integrating struggle against 
social oppression with struggle against economic 
exploitation. He explained the importance of the 
success of the general strike on September 2, 2015 
and stressed the need for unity among the workers, 
peasants and landless agricultural workers.

Com.Amanulla Khan, President, AIIEA, greeted the 
conference of SZIEF which was playing an important 
role in the organization with strong conviction in 
fighting the evils in the society. He described the 
achievement of a splendid wage revision through 
a political struggle when wages and pension are 
attacked throughout the globe. The AIIEA demanded 
wage revision on the strength of LIC; he asserted that 
AIIEA would continue struggle for strengthening public 
sector insurance. He called for abolition of the Service 
Tax on LIC premiums and Income Tax on maturity 
proceeds which affects the savings of the people and 
creates difficulties for the agents and other field force. 
He urged the audience to fight against discrimination 
in caste and religion and to build up struggles with 
correct political understanding on the issue of political 
developments.

Com.V.Ramesh, General Secretary, AIIEA, said 
that the government was determined to disinvest the 
public sector and the task of the employees should 
be to protect the public sector insurance. We have to 
strengthen the bond with the people to garner their 
support for our objective. He also dwelt on the need 
to focus on the newer areas such as global warming. 
The conference would lead to a stronger organization 
with much broader perspective, he averred. 

Com.Nagai Maali, MLA and Working Chairman 
of the Reception Committee, applauded the role of 
LIC employees in standing solidly with the workers 
and agriculturists as evidenced by the observance 
of Venmani Martyrs’ Day on December 25 with 
the visit of hundreds of cadres to Venmani every 

33rd General
Diamond Jubilee Year
Conference of  SZIEF
  (Reportage by K.David, former Manager 
   of Insurance Worker at Chennai)
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year. Com.M.Girija, Joint Secretary, AIIEA and 
Com.G.Anand, General Secretary, GIEA, South Zone, 
greeted the participants.

Com.K.Swaminathan, General Secretary, SZIEF, 
proposed a vote of thanks.
Delegates’ Session

The Delegates’ Session was held in a hall named 
after veteran leader of the AIIEA, Com.R.Narayanan. 
140 Delegates including 22 women comrades attended 
the conference apart from 179 observers including 
26 women.  Com.K.Swaminathan, General Secretary, 
SZIEF, presented an effective analysis of the various 
contents of the Report of the Working Committee 
in his introduction. He also described the tasks, the 
organization views and stressed the need to align 
with the left, progressive and democratic forces for 
advancement.

For the first time in the history of the conferences 
of SZIEF, a woman comrade, Com.M.K.Kalaiselvi of 
Salem Division initiated the discussion on the Report. 
49 delegates including 14 women took part in it. The 
debate lasted for 11 hours preceded by the group 
discussions of delegations of divisional units.

Com.V.Ramesh, General Secretary, AIIEA, in his 
address, explained the tactics adopted by AIIEA to 
fulfill the dream of the employees on the question of 
wage revision. He advised to learn from experience 
that our attempts should not be restricted to changing 
the party in power but we should strive to change the 
economic path of this country. He pointed out that the 
change in government alone has not led to change in 
the policies and BJP government pursues the same 
policies which the Congress led UPA has followed with 
much aggressiveness. He also explained the efforts 
on another option for pension, New Pension Scheme, 
100% DA neutralization for pre- 97 retirees, updation 
of pension, promotions, recruitment and several 
other points raised in the discussions. The employees 
should go to the people and explain to them how the 
globalization, liberalization and privatization policies 
affected them. They should also fight to protect the 
public sector through struggles, he concluded.
Special Session on Social Issues

Com.K.Radhakrishnan, MLA and former Speaker of 
the Kerala Legislative Assembly, in his special address, 
said that BJP and the RSS were trying to make 
everything communal and encourage caste divisions. 
They have reduced the fund allotments for the social 
sector, but continue to give huge concessions to the 
corporate sector. They raise communal tensions in the 
name of protection of cows endangering the right to 
food of the common people of this country.   He made 

out several interesting facts in his hour-long address, 
which enthused the audience.

Mak ing  an  address  on  Communa l i sm, 
Com.R.Govindarajan, former Joint Secretary of AIIEA, 
said that the Sangh Parivar raises the issue of Ram 
Temple at Ayodhya again. Under Modi’s regime, history 
is being converted into mythology against the scientific 
temper. There are attempts to divide the people on 
communal and religious lines and even ministers are 
making controversial statements. The intolerance 
practiced would affect the investments and growth. 
He cited several examples of intolerance practiced in 
the country and urged for creating awareness among 
the mass of the people to fight the project of Hindu 
rashtra.

There was a cultural programme on 24th night 
which was very interesting and the audience enjoyed 
the whole programme till the end. The performance 
of women art troupe and folk art troupes trained by 
Com Elangovan, active cadre of AIIEA, who was also 
recipient of Kalaimamani award of state government, 
was excellent.
Special Convention on Gender Issues

Initiating the Convention Com.R.Vijaya Joint 
Convener of South Zone Working Women’s Co-
ordination Committee and Com K.R.Vini, briefed the 
house on the numerous activities undertaken by the 
Women’s Sub-Committees in all Divisions of Tamilnadu 
and Kerala respectively. Com.M.Girija introduced Com.
Abirami, who was a victim of honour killing and who 
fought against caste oppression. Her husband, a Dalit 
was murdered by her father and brother. She stood 
firm in the legal battle in which her father and brother 
were awarded life sentences recently.  A cheque 
for Rs.25,000/- was given to Com.Abirami for her 
children’s education by the Reception Committee.

Addressing the Convent ion, Com.Sudha 
Sundararaman, Vice-President of AIDWA, said that 
the true colour of BJP and Narendra Modi stands 
exposed and the people have to assert their right 
to freedom in the context of government policy 
encroaching on their social life. She said she was for 
direct participation of women in all social activities. 
There was all-round discrimination against Dalits and 
Muslims as evidenced by the suicide of Dalit Research 
Scholar Rohith Vemula in Hyderabad and the attacks 
on Shahrukh Khan and Aamir Khan. She asked LIC 
women to react against the evil designs of reactionary 
forces. Com K. Swaminathan announced the Madras 
High Court verdict on the same day awarding 
compensation of Rs 1,18,18,000 to 191 Dalit families 
of Uthappuram subjected to Police repression in which 
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ICEU Madurai division and MRGIEA played a significant 
role in documentation and financial assistance for 
legal battle. 

Com.N.Ananda Selvi, Joint Secretary, SZIEF, 
proposed a vote of thanks.

Com.N.M.Sundaram, former President, AIIEA, 
greeting the Conference, called for motivating the 
young comrades to write more. He appreciated the 
AIIEA leadership for the splendid achievement on 
wage revision. 

Com.Amanulla Khan, President. AIIEA, in his 
address on the Republic Day, described the Constitution 
of India as a document of social revolution. He 
appealed to fight the attempts to deny the hard won 
democratic rights through struggles. While celebrating 
the excellent wage revision, the employees should 
stand up and fight to protect the Public sector 
insurance institutions. The current scenario is one of 
repression and also hope for the future of the entire 
working class. The world is crisis-ridden due to the 
greed of capitalism and there are further attacks on 
the working people in the name of finding solution to 
the crisis. There was massive unemployment in a large 
number of countries resulting in a socially explosive 
situation. The need of the hour is peace, creation of 
jobs and dignified life. He quoted extensive statistics 
which showed India’s plight in human development. 
Com.Amanulla Khan also explained the tactics adopted 
by the AIIEA for securing a good wage revision. He 
appreciated the SZIEF’s innovative ideas to the AIIEA 
and hoped that the SZIEF would emerge much more 
vibrant from the conference.

Comrades B.S.Ravi, Treasurer, AIIEA, S.K.Geetha, 
Vice-President, SCZIEF, Former  Presidents of SZIEF, 
Comrades S.S.Potti, C.Ravindranathan,  former 
General Secretary, SZIEF and Vice-President of AIIPA, 
Com. K.Natarajan were present in the conference 
and greeted the participants. Com S.Rajappa, Former 
President of SZIEF honoured the Jatha participants 
and Com R.D.Dharanipathy, Former General Secretary 
SZIEF inaugurated the photo exhibition which had rare 
glimpses of moments of history.

Com.K.Swaminathan, summed up the debate. In 
his sum up, he agreed to include certain suggestions 
that came up in the discussion. He also gave 
clarifications on the points raised in the discussion. He 
announced the decisions of the conference on Service 
Tax on premiums and Income Tax on maturity benefits, 
steps to activise the P.F.I. Forums, formation of women 
art troupes and online Signature Campaign on the 
long-pending issue of 33% reservation for women. 
With his reply to the debate, the house adopted 

the Report unanimously. The audited Statements 
of Accounts submitted by Com.R.K. Gopinath, 
Treasurer, was approved by the house unanimously. 
The conference adopted several resolutions on the 
problems facing the industry and the employees and 
the sections of the working class and downtrodden. 
A special resolution applauded the tactics adopted by 
the AIIEA in securing a spectacular wage revision for 
the insurance employees. The Credential Committee’s 
Report was placed in the conference by its Convener, 
Com.S.Raman, Vellore Division.

The reception committee has donated Rs 1 lac 
each to Insurance worker, Theekathir (progressive 
daily having working class outlook) and Rs 25,000 to 
Tamilnadu Untouchability Eradication Front.

Com.T.Senthil Kumar, the newly-elected General 
Secretary, proposed a vote of thanks.

The 33rd General conference of SZIEF has created 
a lot of enthusiasm among the employees and is a 
conference of confidence!

The organization is bound to grow and strengthen 
itself with absolute unity to ward off the attacks on 
the public sector insurance industry!!

The conference elected unanimously the following 
Office-Bearers for the ensuing term:

President : Com.M.Kunhikrishnan
General Secretary : Com.T.Senthil Kumar
Vice-Presidents : Com.K.Swaminathan
  Com.R.Dharmalingam
  Com.R.Punniamurthy
  Com.M.Rajeev
Joint Secretaries : Com.S.Sivasubramanian
  Com.V.Suresh
  Com.P.P.Krishnan
  Com.R.Sarvamangala
Treasurer  : Com.R.K.Gopinath
Asst. Treasurer     : Com.V.Janakiraman
Conveners of South Zone Working Women’s 

Co-ordination Committee:
Com.J.Vijaya & Com.K.R.Vini

The conference also elected the Working 
Committee Members of the SZIEF.

Com. T.Senthil Kumar Com. GopinathCom. Kunhikrishnan
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Felicitation to SZIEF office-bearers
Com. M. Kunhikrishnan, re-elected as 

President and Com.P.P.Krishnan, elected as 
Joint Secretary of SZIEF in its 33rd General 
Conference held at Thanjavur in January 2016 
were felicitated by LICPensioners’ Association, 
Kozhikode Division in its ‘Wednesday Meeting’, 
held at SarojBhavan on 10.02.2016. Com. 
K.K.C. Pillai, President, LICPA was in the chair. 
Com. V.A.N. Namboodiri, the All India General 
Secretary, BSNL Pensioners’ Association, who 
was on a visit to the city inaugurated the 
function. He briefly dealt with the problems 
faced by the Pensioners globally due to the 
neo-liberal policies pursued by governments 
and employers. In their acceptance speeches 
Comrades Kunhikrishnan and Krishnan spoke 
about the splendid wage revision in LIC achieved 

by AIIEA, despite the difficult situation prevailing 
and the anti-worker attitude of the government.
The AIIEA and AIIPA are making all out efforts 
for improvement in LIC Pension Scheme. Both 
of them urged the pensioners and employees 
to strengthen AIIEA and AIIPA and join the 
struggles of the workers and common men in 
the country. The left and secular forces of the 
country are to be strengthened for developing 
pro people, pro worker alternate policies, they 
added.

Earlier Com. Sukumaran Punnassery, 
Secretary, LICPA welcomed the gathering, 
including leaders of LICEU, Kozhikode Division. 
The meeting came to a close with a vote of thanks 
by Com. P. Vasu, Vice President, LICPA.

The 17th Annual General Meeting of LIC Employees 
Union, Bhavnagar Division was held on 10-01-2016. 

The meeting was attended by large number of members 
from DO and all 11 BOs. Women members were also 
present in considerable numbers. The meeting was 
presided over by Com. Kamlesh Bhatt, president of 
Divisional unit. The guests Com. H.I.Bhatt, (Gen.Secy. 
Western Zone) and Com. Prajapati (Treasurer, West-
ern Zone), Com. Falguniben Mehta (Women Convenor 
Western Zone)  Com. Jaymin Desai (President, Surat 
DO), Com. Harshad Popat, (Gen.Secy.,Rajkot DO) were 
welcomed. 

Com. H.I.Bhatt, in his address explained in detail the 
whole Wage Revision process.  He informed at length 
how our wage revision is better compared to banks and 
other institutions.  He called upon members for tough 
struggle ahead to stop mobility.

After address of Com. H.I.Bhatt, all guests including 
Sr.DM, Bhavnagar DO also gave speeches.  Our other 
Comrade guests stressed upon the strengthening of our 
organization, increase in membership and participation 
in union activities by all members.  They wished all 
success to AGM. 

Bhavnagar Division: 17th Annual General Meeting

After lunch break, Com. Kamlesh Bhatt and Com. 
Dhiren Thakkar presented annual report and accounts 
which were adopted unanimously by the house. The 

General Body unanimously elected Com. Kamlesh 
Bhatt and Com. Cyril Shukla as President and Gen. 
Secretary of Divisional Unit.

The AGM of LIC Employees Union, Bhavnagar DO 
concluded in enthusiastic and inspiring atmosphere.  All 
members were very happy and acquainted themselves 
with latest information of our union and LIC.
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Kolkata Suburban Division: 
125th Birth Anniversary of     

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar observed 

The 125th Birth Anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, 
the architect of Indian Constitution and epitome 

of struggle against untouchability was observed by 
KSDIEA in a befitting manner on 16th of January,2016 
at ABTA Hall, Salt Lake City. A Seminar was arranged 
on the subject :  ‘INDIAN CONSTITUION AND DR. 
B.R.AMBEDKAR’ .  The speaker of the seminar was 
Sri Kanti Biswas, former Minister of Education of Left 
Front Govt of West Bengal.

The seminar was presided over by Com Haridas 
Saha, the President of KSDIEA and Com Amitava 
Ghosh, treasurer of EZIEA also graced the occasion 
.  At the outset, Com Shyamalendu Sil, member of 
the Headquarter Base presented  a beautiful song  
followed by the inaugural address of Com Ujjal Paul 
, the General Secretary of KSDIEA. As many as 200 
employees of nearby branch Units attended the 
Seminar. 

Sri Kanti Biswas , the lone speaker in his simple 
and eloquent speech mesmerized the pact house.  
He pointed out that while adopting the Constitution 
Dr. Ambedkar warned that we may have political 
equality but not equality in economic and social life 
and he warned without economic equality  democracy 
would be jeopardized. Therefore the Trade Unions 
like AIIEA while launching struggles on economic 
issues has to fight for social justice and democracy.  
He appreciated the role of AIIEA in the struggle for 
justice and freedom to Dalits and other depressed 
sections of the Indian society. 

The Seminar came to an end with vote of thanks 
by Com Haridas Saha. 

ICEU, Madurai,Tirunelveli and MRGIEA collectively 
organised a function for release of  book on 20th 

January 2016 at Madurai. This special programme 
was presided over by Com. G. Meenakshisundaram, 
President, ICEU, Madurai. The entire programme 
turned out to be a very suuccessful  with a massive 
participation of about 200 comrades from insurance 
as well as other fraternal trade unions.  

Com. V.S.S. Rajan, Editor of Kaappeettu oozhiyar, 
welcomed the gathering. The book titled “Economics - 
A Primer”, a collection of essays by Com. E.M.Joseph, 
Former VP, SZIEF, earlier published in Magalir Sinthanai, 
was released by Prof. Dr. Venkatesh Athreya, Former 
HOD, Dept. of Economics, Bharathidasan University. 
Athreya dealt at length the deepening crisis confronting 
world economy with specific reference to Indian 

“Economics- A Primer” - 
Book Released at Madurai

context. Further, he reiterated the inherent nature of 
capitalism to get into crisis one after another, being 
more predominant with pursuance of neo-liberalism. 
He remarked that, in such a background, the book by 
Com. Joseph is written so simply that a reader would 
clearly understand the political economy behind what 
is happening across the world.  

The first copy of the book was received by Com. 
V. Premila, Editorial Board, Magalir Sindhanai. She 
explained that Com. Joseph’s article on Basics of 
Economics helped cadres of AIDWA to understand 
the concepts. Com. M. Girija, Joint Secretary, AIIEA 
and Com. K. Swaminathan, General Secretary, SZIEF, 
greeted on the occasion. Com. E.M. Joseph, in his 
acceptance speech, stressed the need to understand 
the fundamental concepts with clarity and asked the 
audience to have extensive reading to understand the 
present developments. The program came to an end 
with vote of thanks  by Com. R. Madhupal, President, 
ICEU, Tirunelveli.
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The 25th Women’s Convention of LIC Employees’ 
Union, Kozhikode Division was held at Calicut 

on 06.01.2016. Com. Alankode Leelakrishnan, 
noted cultural activist inaugurated the Convention 
and Com. M. Kunhikrishnan, Vice President, AIIEA 
greeted the participants. Nine comrades took part 
in the debate on the report presented by Com. 
T. Bindu (Convenor, Women’s Sub Committee, 
Kozhikode Division). The Convention adopted 
various resolutions demanding Passage of women 
reservation bill, Prevention of atrocities against 
women, Recruitment of Class III and IV employees 
in LIC of India, Withdrawal of the Transfer and 
Mobility Policy unilaterally put forward by the 
Management and Withdrawal of the anti people, 
anti labour policies of the Central and State 
Governments and against disinvestment of shares 
of the public sector undertakings. More than two 
hundred women comrades from various Base Units 
attended the Convention.

Com. P. Padmini, former convenor of Women’s 
Sub Committee, LICEU, Kozhikode Division was 
offered felicitations on the occasion. Com. P.P. 
Krishnan, General Secretary, LICEU, Kozhikode 
Division summed up the proceedings of the 

Convention.  Com. A.D. Poornima, M.D. Rugmini, 
K.P. Bindu, K. Shylaja and P.K. BhagiaBindu 
constituted the presidium of the Convention. 
The Convention unanimously elected a Divisional 
Sub Committee consisting of 36 comrades with 
Com. T. Bindu (Kozhikode) as Convenor and 
Coms. P.K. BhagiaBindu, M.D. Rugmini, C.H. 
Sapna (Kozhikode), K. Shylaja (Kasaragod), A.D. 
Poornima (Thalassery), K.P. Bindu (Kalpetta), K. 
Shylaja (Perinthalmanna) as Joint Convenors. 
Com. T. Bindu welcomed the gathering and Com. 
P.K. BhagiaBindu proposed the vote of thanks.

Kozhikode Division:25th Women’s Convention  

LIC Employees Union,Thiruvananthapuram 
Division conducted a Trade Union Class in Arippa 

Forest Training Institute located in  beautiful forest 
surroundings  near Kula huppuzha.The class was 
held on 12th and 13th of December 2015.

Com.M.Gangadhara Kurup a veteran political 
activist and former Chairman of Public Service 
Commission inaugurated the class by taking 
the subject of ‘Communalism’.This class gave 
the members an ideological understanding of 
communalism and the need to combat this 
menace. 

Com.S.R.Durairaj, former General secretary of 
Tirunelveli division took the second class on the 
staff service benefits and explained how every 
benefit was secured through a serious struggle.  
His submissions were highly appreciated.

Com.M .Rajeev,SZIEF Vice president took the 
third class of the day on Organisation. As the 
entire session focussed on new comrades recruited 
recently, this class elated the consciousness of 
the participants as they were given inputs about  
the  functioning of the organisation in an efficient 
manner at branch level.The first day session of 
the class  concluded by showing  a film on Com. 

Krishna Pillai, one of thefounders of the communist 
movement in kerala.

The second day session of the trade union class 
commenced with the class about relevance of trade 
union in the globalisation era which was taken by 
Com. kallara Madhu,joint secretary of CITU in the 
district. As a national leader of the FMRAI,he had 
enough experience in the organised trade union 
movement.The increasing number of informal 
workers and contractual employees poses a new 
challenge to the existing trade union movement.
This has to be faced in a newer perspective.

Com M. Kunjikrishnan,SZIEF president took the 
last and the most important class on the history of 
AIIEA and the challenges to the Insurance industry.
AIIEA would also take up the marketing issues of 
LIC particularly the problems faced by the agents 
and the developing officers.Policy serviing should 
not be let down at any cost.

There was an inter-active session after each 
class. These sessions were lively where participants 
raised many questions and they were answered 
satisfactorily. These classes benefitted the large 
number of participants including the branch office-
bearers.

Trade Union class at Trivandrum
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Reserve Bank of India is concerned with the mis-
selling of the third party products by the banks, 
especially insurance products.   As the complaints 
are on the increase, a study by academics/
consumer activists also confirms that there has 
been a sizeable mis-selling of the products to their 
customers.  The advantage is alleged to be taken 
by turning their customers into captive customers.  
The proportion of such mis-selling is considered 
to be so high by the Reserve Bank of India that 
it is considering regulatory action on the erring 
banks.

r
Many have started complaining and crying.  Section 
45 of the Insurance Act, which now says that the 
life insurers cannot repudiate a claim after three 
years of the policy being in force, even if a fraud 
is detected, has become a villain to many insurers.  
They are now complaining that the fraudulent 
claims are on the increase.  While advising them to 
be careful at the stage of underwriting the lives, a 
member of the IRDA also suggests that after three 
to five years, when sufficient data is available to 
show that Section 45 has done significant damage, 
the industry can take it up with the Centre for 
amendment. 

r 
A sub-committee has been formed by IRDA to 
decide on the quantum of cap on commission 
to insurance brokers. The Insurance Brokers’ 
Association of India wants the IRDA to leave this 
aspect to the market.  The draft guidelines on this, 
released by IRDA recently has set a cap of 15% 
on the commission and other remuneration. The 
brokers’ share of the total non-life insurance market 
is 27 per cent at around Rs 20,000 crore. 

r
 Life Insurance Corporation’s decision to have 
its records in digitised format has sent shivers 
amongst the five insurance repositories operating 
in the market - NSDL Database Management, 
Central Insurance Repository, CAMS Repository 
Services, SHCIL Projects, and Karvy Insurance 
Repository.  While SHCIL has already decided to 
exit the insurance repository business, word that 
a few may either shut down or alter their business 
plans is making rounds.

r
Lloyds is pitching very hard for more liberalisation 
in insurance sector.  Its Chief is going around 
telling that India will gain by such action. “India 
is seriously underinsured particularly for the kind 
of risks that we do which are basically specialist 
risks “ says he, creating a feeling that India needs 

Lloyds more than Lloyds needs India.  In fine 
deregulation is what Lloyds want.

r
Crisis looms large for major global insurance 
companies. American International Group Inc 
(AIG) proposes to spin off its mortgage insurance 
unit and sell its broker--dealer network as part of 
the sweeping changes it has been promising its 
shareholders. The biggest US commercial insurer 
by premiums also wants to cut $1.6 billion of costs 
and return at least $25 billion to shareholders over 
the next two years. AIG made a $US2.2 billion 
($3.1 billion) profit last year, down from $US7.5 
billion ($10.58 billion) the previous year.  Zurich 
Insurance Group’s net income last year slumped by 
53% to $US1.8 billion ($2.54 billion), and to meet 
this slump it has decided to shed more jobs than 
previously announced and deepen organisational 
cuts. The net loss has been $424 million compared 
with a profit of $860 million a year earlier.  The 
shake-up will result in up to 8000 job losses by 
the end of 2018.  Mapfre SA, Spain’s largest 
insurer has cut its annual dividend and posted a 
32 percent drop in quarterly net profit as income 
from premiums fell. 

r
During 2014-15, life insurers, in India, issued 
259.08 lakh new policies, out of which LIC issued 
201.71 lakh policies and the private life insurers 
issued 57.37 lakh policies. While the private 
sector registered a decline of 9.79 per cent with a 
slight improvement in the number of new policies 
issued against the previous year, LIC registered a 
significant decline of 41.55 per cent  in the number 
of new policies issued.  

r
LIC’s operating expenses, in 2014-15, came 
down by 5.75 percent to Rs.22395.45 crore 
from  Rs.23760.70 crore  of  previous year .  The 
operating expenses of the Private Sector increased 
by 5.56 percent taking it to Rs. 14466.14 crore 
from Rs. 13704.71 crore. 

r
While LIC during the year 2014-15 settled 98.19 
per cent of the individual death claims, the private 
life insurers settled 89.40 per cent of claims. LIC 
repudiated 1.15 percent of claims while the private 
sector repudiated 7.78 percent of the claims.

r
LIC for the year 2014-15 paid a dividend of 
Rs.1803 crores an increase by Rs.163 crores at a 
time when the dividend by the private sector came 
down to Rs.1434 crore from Rs.1723 crore.
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m According to an agreement reached 
between unions and the Government of Canada, 
the public sector workers will have wage increase 
of between 5.25% and 7.75% over five years 
(well below the inflation rate), retirement age 
to be increased from 60 years to 61 years.  The 
penalties for early retirement will increase from 
a reduction in benefits of 4% per year to 6% per 
year which means the workers who retire three 
years early would have their pension cut by almost 
one-fifth forever.  The workers are opposed to this 
agreement.

m The Bank of Canada has slashed Canada’s 
economic growth projection for 2016 to just 
1.7%. According to a study by Canadian Center 
for Policy Alternatives, the top CEOs  of Canadian 
companies earned on an average C$9 million each 
in 2014, more than the 184 times the earnings of 
an average worker.  Between 2008 and 2013 the 
top 100 CEOs saw their income rise by 25%.

m The continuous fall in the price of oil is 
having devastating effect on highly indebted oil 
exporting countries.  Azerbaijan, which depends on 
oil for 95% of its export revenues, is in discussion 
with IMF and World Bank for $ 4 billion bailout.  
Nigeria has asked for $ 3.5 billion emergency loan 
from the World Bank and African Development 
Bank.  Nigeria’s foreign currency reserves have 
fallen from $ 50 billion a few years ago to $ 28.2 
billion now and the emergency fund of $ 22 billion 
set up in 2008 during financial crisis has fallen to 
$ 2.8 billion.

m The official unemployment rate of USA 
is 4.9%.  However, according to US Jobs report, 
9.9% of the workforce is either unemployed or 
working part-time.  According to outplacement 
agency Challenger, Gray & Christmas, employers 
announced 75,115 job cuts last month, up from 
15 years low of 23,622 in December.  The GDP of 
USA grew at an annual rate of 0.7% for the quarter 
ending December and according to economists 
and financial analysts, USA has 20% chance of 
recession.

m According to Annual survey of employment 
released by ILO, total global unemployment stood 
at 197.1 million in 2015 27 million higher than the 
2007 level.  It is expected to rise by 2.3 million 
in 2016 and a further 1.1 million in 2017.  The 
world economy expanded by 3.1% in 2015, half a 
percentage lower than projected earlier.  According 
to ILO, the Gini Index, measuring inequality has 

risen significantly in most G20 countries with top 
incomes continuing to rise and the bottom 40% 
of households falling further behind.

m Japan’s economy contracted at an annual 
rate of 1.4% in the fourth quarter of 2015.  
The main reason attributed is significant fall in 
consumption spending, which dropped by annual 
rate of 3.3%, reflecting lack of growth in wages.  
Total wages in Japan have not risen by more than 
1% for any year since 1997.  Japanese economy 
grew at just 0.4% in the year 2015 from zero 
growth in 2014. Bank of Japan has cut the rate of 
interest on deposits to minus 0.1%.

m Chinese exports for January fell by 11.2% 
in year-on-year terms compared to 3.6% decline. 
While imports contracted by 18.8%, China’s foreign 
currency reserve which was at $ 4 trillion once 
is now at $ 3.23 trillion and declined at the rate 
of $ 100 billion for each of the last two months. 
According to a report, during the last one year, 
companies and individuals have moved nearly 
$ 1 trillion out of China.  According to Mckinsey 
Global Institute, Chinese indebtedness rose from 
$ 7 trillion in 2007 to $ 28 trillion by the middle of 
2014.

m The Corporate debt across the globe has 
quadrupled since 2004 from $ 4 trillion in 2004 to 
over $ 18 trillion by 2014.  According to Institute 
for International Finance, emerging markets saw 
$ 735 billion capital outflow last year, most of it 
from China.

m The unemployment rate of Tunisia is 15% 
amongst adults and youth unemployment is at 
32%. The French Government has announced Euro 
1 billion aid to Tunisia over the next five years to 
create jobs.

m Vietnam is now one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world with GDP growth of 6.7% 
in 2015.  It has a record $ 14.5 billion foreign 
investment.

m According to Oxfam report, just 62 richest 
billionaires in the world own as much as 50 % 
of world’s poor and just 1% of rich people in the 
world have more wealth than the 99% of world’s 
population.

J.SURESH, MYSORE
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Pakistan: Sindh health workers continue 
opposition to privatisation

On 9th February, thousands of paramedics from 
different parts of Sindh province demonstrated 
outside the Karachi Press Club against the 
proposed privatisation of over 200 health 
facilities in the province. Members of the 
Pakistan Paramedical Staff Association (PPSA) 
demonstrated in January over the issue after 
doctors and paramedical staff at the Dadu Civil 
Hospital walked out on January 5. The PPSA 
alleged that the Sindh government is privatising 
the operations of 219 government hospitals 
in 24 districts throughout the province in an 
attempt to reduce staff and force patients to 
pay for treatment. Workers demanded that the 
government stop the privatisation and meet the 
chronic shortage of staff and medicines.

South Australian disability care workers 
protest

Hundreds of workers from Minda Inc., South 
Australia’s largest non-government disability 
services provider, demonstrated outside the 
company’s North Brighton facility in Adelaide 
on February 6 in a dispute over a proposed 
new enterprise agreement. The United Voice 
(UV) union has been in negotiations for a new 
agreement with Minda since April. Workers want 
2.5 percent annual pay increases with no loss of 
conditions. A union spokesman said Minda offered 
increases as low as 1.5 percent and significant 
reductions to conditions and take-home pay. A 
Minda representative declared that the company 
had to become more competitive with other 
service providers, following the introduction of 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). 
Under the former Labor federal government’s 
NDIS, state government-run disability care 
centres are being closed and private operators 
invited to build and run new facilities.

Protest by London taxi drivers
Around 8,000 black cab taxi drivers held a 
go-slow demonstration outside the Houses of 
Parliament on 10th February. It was organised 
by the Rail, Maritime and Transport union (RMT) 
in opposition to the use of the mobile telephone 
app Uber, which the traditional black cab drivers 
say is severely threatening their livelihoods.

Blockades by Greek famers continue
Greek farmers who held a 24-hour blockade of 

the Temple highway on 8th February and continue 
the protest and blockade the highway indefinitely.  
Currently, there are around 135 such blockades 
by farmers. The blockades and other actions by 
the farmers are in opposition to the Syriza-led 
coalition attacks on social security—particularly 
pensions.

Strike by Irish transport workers
A two-day strike of staff working for LUAS, the 
tram system in the Irish capital of Dublin, began 
11th February 2016. The Services, Industrial, 
Professional and Technical Union (SIPTU) is 
seeking a substantial pay increase. Talks between 
Transdev, the company running the tram service, 
and SIPTU over the last 18 months have failed 
to come to agreement on a pay rise as part of 
an agreement to run for the next five years. The 
only offer put forward by Transdev is for a pay 
rise in line with current inflation, which would 
effectively mean a pay freeze. The strike affects 
around 90,000 commuters in the Dublin area 
who would normally use the service.

Protests in support of Polish dockers
The International Transport Workers Federation 
organised protests in Luxembourg, Frankfurt and 
London in support of Polish dockers employed at 
the Deepwater Container Terminal in Gdansk. 
The Polish dockers, members of the Solidarnosc 
union, have been attempting to negotiate a 
collective bargaining agreement for the last 30 
months. Solidarnosc has accused the company of 
getting rid of union activists during this period.
Salvadoran education workers hold brief 

strike for wage raise
Administrative personnel of the departmental 
headquarters of the Ministry of Education 
(MINED) in San Miguel, El Salvador, stopped 
work on the morning of February 5. The workers 
took the action to press their demand for an 8 
percent raise. Another demand is that all workers 
be given permanent status under the national 
Salary Law. Though they resumed their duties 
in the afternoon, the workers said that they 
would hold a one-day strike action if they are 
not listened to.
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LIC 136% in 10 Months
LIC has invested Rs.53,000 crore in domestic equity 
markets in the first 10 months of 2015-16 (136%) 
comparing to the Rs.39,000 Crore invested during the 
entire 2014-15. LIC’s income on investments so far in 
2015-16 is Rs 10,000 crore, even when the benchmark 
BSE Sensex has declined 11.20%. LIC has also bought 
over Rs.1,50,000 crore in government bonds so far 
this fiscal and has reached the cap. In the case of the 
government debt, the cap is 50% of total incremental 
investment of LIC. 

E-Term won’t affect Agents
LIC has launched its own insurance repository, LIC 
E-services, which will allow its existing customers to 
check details of policies, including settlement status, 
online as well as buy new ones. The services to 
registered customers include status details on policies, 
bonuses, loans and claims. The portal will ensure access 
to policy-related information as well as payment anytime 
and anywhere, apart from buying a new policy online. 
LIC has already sold 40,000 policies online during the 
pilot phase and it does not believe that it will eat into 
the business of its 11 lakh agents. The nation-wide 
launch comes after testing the facility at 50 locations, 
including remote ones. So far in the current fiscal, LIC 
has sold 1.5 crore new policies out of which 6,000 were 
the new E-Term policies.

LIC will cross target
LIC has expressed hope that it could surpass the new 
premium target set for the current fiscal, having already 
booked Rs.23,000 crore worth of sales so far. The 
Corporation had set a target of Rs.31,000 crore of new 
premium income this fiscal year. The private players’ 
growth was driven by ULIPs, despite the stock market 
volatility, industry analysts said. ULIP sales now hold 
50.2 per cent market share. In August, LIC had launched 
its new ULIP product.

Service Tax
IRDAI has recommended waiver of service tax on the 
premium amount being paid by policyholders in order to 
have a level playing field with other financial products. 
It has also suggested extension of tax-break on pension 
products of life insurance companies on lines of that 
introduced by the Centre for additional investment of 
Rs 50,000 under National Pension System (NPS) last 
year. 

Pvt. Ins. Co. Account Attached
The Permanent Lok Adalat (PLA) ordered to attach 
the account of Iffco Tokio General Insurance Company 
Limited, which refused to pay Rs 3.04 lakh to a 
complainant despite repeated reminders. The manager 

of the Syndicate Bank has also been directed to prepare 
a demand draft (DD) in the name of the beneficiary so 
that the amount may be handed over to the complainant 
with court’s intervention. 

No Commercial Vehicles
Private general insurers are looking to reduce their 
exposure to commercial vehicle motor insurance, owing 
to high claims in the segment. The chief executive officer 
of a general insurer explained that several of them have 
begun to focus to private cars rather than commercial 
vehicles. (-Business Standard)

Premium may rise
Premiums for general insurance products under the 
natural catastrophe segment could see a rise, in the 
wake of a rise in the number of incidents in this segment 
such as floods and earthquakes in the past two years. 
Insurance companies took a recent hit of Rs 4,800 crore 
due to claims arising from the floods that hit Chennai 
and other parts of Tamil Nadu. In 2013, floods and 
landslides in Uttarakhand led to losses of Rs 3,000 crore 
for companies. The premiums could see an upward 
revision of 10-20 per cent from FY17. 

Mis-selling tops
Mis-selling complaints dominate the grievances in 
the life insurance industry says IRDAI Annual Report 
2014-15. Data showed that unfair business practice 
complaints, also called mis-selling, constituted the 
largest class of complaints accounting for 52% of the 
complaints in life sector during 2014-15.

Complaints on Private
According to the Annual Report of IRDAI, outstanding 
grievances on Private Non-Life Insurance Companies 
increased by 993% where as Public Sector General 
Insurance Companies fell by 36%. Claims related 
complaints constitute major chunk (44%) of the 
complaints during 2014-15. In class-wise complaints, 
health insurance related complaints are having the 
highest number of complaints.

Fitness Discount
IRDAI in its draft norms on health insurance said that 
insurers can provide discounts on renewal premiums 
based on fitness and wellness criteria. IRDAI said the 
premium charged for health insurance products offered 
to senior citizens should be fair, justified, transparent 
and duly disclosed upfront. IRDAI has also called for 
establishing a separate channel to address the health-
insurance-related claims and grievances of senior 
citizens.

ARIVUKKADAL, THANJAVUR
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Month      Base2001  Base 1960

July   263 6003.21
August  264 6026.04
September 266 6071.69
October  269 6140.17
November 270 6162.99
December  269 6140.17
Base 1960=Base 2001x22.8259

COST OF LIVING INDEX

Delighted to see new 
look Insurance Worker. The 
formats and front wrapper is 
very impressive.  February 
2016 has right mix of articles.  
Commendable editorial effort.

Sugumaran, Cuddalore
I congratulate the comrades 

of Jalpaiguri Division for 
undertaking a noble cause for 
the benefit of policyholders 
of LIC who did not continue 
payments of premium due to 
various reasons. They might 
not know that they were 
entitled to get back paid up 
value of policies after maturity. 
There are cases even after the 
maturity of the policy, the 
policy holders could not be 
contacted because of change 
of their address which were 

not registered to LIC in time. The 
Jalpaiguri Division Insurance 
Employees’ Association has 
taken up the task of searching 
those policy holders to arrange 
to hand over their legitimate 
amount of policy proceeds lying 
with LIC and a good number 
of cases they have successfully 
resolved the issues. It is really a 
commendable job that glorifies 
the image of LIC and commitment 
of employees’ as well.

I t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a n 
exaggeration to mention here 
that Late Com Binay Mitra , a 
leader of our Kolkata Union took 
a similar venture long back when 
he was attached to Development 
Deptt at Rallis Building. Once 
he noticed that there were many 
unclaimed policy proceeds due 
to change of address of policy 
holders. Com Binay Mitra formed 
a group of union activists and 
sent them to locate that policy 
holder’s present address and he 
along with his team successfully 
resolved many unpaid cases. 

I would like to cite another 
classical case during Company 
regime. Pandit Udayshankar, a 
noted dancer of  international 
fame took a policy for Rs. 10000 
in the Madras Branch Office 
of Hidusthan Co-Operative 
Insurance. After maturity of the 

said policy the CO sent him the 
claim settlement papers but those 
papers were retuned  to them with 
remark “Address cannot be found”. 
After long time it was noticed by 
Com K.G. Ramanathan, the then 
Union Secretary there. He informed 
us whether we could find the 
present address of Pt. Udayshankar. 
We knew that his brother, Pandit 
Ravishankar, the sitar maestro was 
working at Delhi Centre of All India 
Radio. We got the current address 
of Pt. Udayshankar from him. He 
was then living a retired life. When 
he got back the policy proceeds 
he seemed happy and blessed the 
employees’ union.

I feel the comrades of other 
centers too should follow the 
example of Jalpaiguri Division.

       Chandra Sekhar Bose

Com.Atul Sarwate, 
Pune Division-I  Rs.2501
Com.Asit Kumar Bag, 
Singur Branch,Hooghly Rs.2000
Com.G.Karthikeyan,
Chittur Branch,Thrissur    Rs.1000
Com.Kalyan Chanda,
Falakata Br Jalpaiguri 
Division     Rs.2234
Com.R.G.Meena, Bhilwara   
Br. Ajmer Division   
Rs.2000
Com.R.P.Singh, 
Patna Branch-1,  Rs.1000
Com.R.Muralidharan,
CBO-4,Chennai  Rs.5000
Com.Rakesh S.Patel,   
Joint Secretary, LICEU,  
Gandhinagar Division Rs.5000
The Insurance Worker thanks these 

comrades for their fine gestures.

DONATIONS

General Insurance Retired 
Employees’ Association, 

Bihar – Jharkhand Statewas 
formed at  Patna on 17 th 
October 2015 by holding its 1st 
Convention-cum-Conference. Sri 
Mithilesh Kumar presided over 
the conference. Com. Priyabrata 
Bagchi, Jt. Secretary, AIIPA 
was present in the conference. 
He explained the need for the 
formation of retired employees’ 
association and also the present 
situation in the country. Com. 
Sunil Kumar, President, EZGIEA 

General Insurance RetiredEmployees’ 
Aossociation formed in Bihar-Jharkhand

and Com. Sanjay Jha, General 
Secretary,  BJSGIEA were 
present in the conference. Both 
of them greeted the newly 
formed association and they 
assured all help to strengthen 
the association.

The conference unanimously 
elected Sri V. N.Jha as President, 
comrade Jawahar Thakur as 
General Secretary and comrade 
Arun Kumar Sinha as Treasurer. 
The conference came to an end 
with the vote of thanks by com. 
Sanjay Jha.
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