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The Year 2015 has passed into history. A New 
Year has dawned.  We welcome the Year 2016 

and wish all insurance employees and the entire 
working class an eventful and purposeful new 
year. We are hopeful and confident that they will 
take a New Year resolution to continue the struggle 
for peace, democracy, justice and equality. The 
future of humanity critically depends upon the 
success of this struggle. 

As we step into the Year 2016, we can surely 
gain courage by looking at the struggles of the 
past including the one fought in the year gone 
by and the successes achieved. The Year 2015 
was a very important year for the working class 
and the progressive sections of the Indian society.  
The year witnessed a big onslaught on the Idea 
of India itself.  The forces belonging to the family 
of the Party ruling at the centre launched a 
serious attack on the over thousand years of 
shared history of our people, the cultural plurality 
and diversity.  Secularism which is one of the 
founding principles of our nationhood came under 

attack not only from what is commonly called as 
fringe elements but also from the Ministers in 
the government. The Indian society was told in 
clear terms that any voice that differed with the 
majoritarian view will not be tolerated. 

 The progressive sections of the Indian society 
which included writers, artists, scientist, social 
thinkers and the working class stood up bravely 
to defend the Idea of India.  Instead of opening 
a dialogue with these eminent citizens, the 
government tried to brush aside the democratic 
protest by terming it as manufactured revolt. 
Democracy itself is undermined by laws that 
exclude large number of poor from the electoral 
process on the basis of literacy levels and not 
having a toilet in the house. 

The people gave a resounding answer in the 
Bihar Assembly elections.  These elections were 
billed as a fight between Modi and Nitish Kumar.  
The BJP realized that the development issue could 
no longer convince the people, it resorted to the 
old tactics of communal and caste mobilization.  
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It miserably failed and the people massively voted 
in favour of the Mahagatbandhan. The message 
from the Bihar elections is loud and clear. People 
want unity and development and they will punish 
all forces that attempt to disrupt the unity and 
derail the progress of the people.

The BJP continued to pursue the same 
discredited neo-liberal economic policies. Both 
the foreign capital and Indian corporate sector 
were promised congenial climate for investments 
and profits.  Despite the concessions to capital, 
Indian economy continued to suffer from demand 
constraint and failure to create jobs.  The country 
witnessed further widening of inequalities.  
Despite the claims of being the fastest growing 
economy in the world, the human development 
record remains pathetic as seen from the UN 
Human Development Report. The government is 
also making all efforts to amend the labour laws 
to deny the working class their hard won rights 
and benefits. The working class gave a fitting 
reply to these attacks by bringing the wheels 
of economy to a grinding halt on 2nd September 
2015.  The 2nd September 2015 industrial action 
was an unprecedented success with more than 
150 million workers participating in this action.  
The Year 2016 is bound to witness intensified 
actions by the working class to defend their rights 
and benefits. The government which promised 
a crusade against corruption finds itself in a 
corner with allegations of corruption being levelled 
against its top leadership.  Instead of ordering 
an impartial investigation into these allegations, 
the government chose to brazen them out. This 
clearly shows the gap between the promises and 
the deeds.

The Year 2015 was a very eventful year for the 
insurance employees.  The insurance employees 
secured a splendid wage revision defeating the 
retrograde wage policy of the government.  The 
AIIEA has been successful in defending the 
LIC from the evil designs of privatization.  The 
government used the ordinance route to push the 
Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill. The increase 
in the foreign equity to 49 percent will pose new 
challenges to the public sector. The government 
will also take steps to sell the equity of the public 
sector general insurance companies.  The Year 
2016 would demand an intensified action by the 
insurance employees to defend their industry.  
They have to make all efforts to make the vast 
clientele of Public sector partners in this struggle.  
Greater efforts have to be put in to win over the 
ordinary people of this country in favour of this 

gigantic task.
At the global level, capital has declared a class 

war against the working class.  The neo-liberalism 
has battered the welfare state to a great extent.  
The wages, pensions, social security and jobs 
are under attack from governments across the 
globe in the name of austerity.  The workers are 
being told to undergo the pains of austerity to 
help the capital come out of crisis.  The working 
class is bravely resisting these attacks.  The 
economic crisis is helping the extreme right to 
make significant gains in Europe.  This is not only 
posing a threat to peace and social harmony but 
has also the potential to disrupt the unity of the 
working class.

Imperialism led by US continues its drive 
to establish supremacy and to shape the global 
order to suit its interests.  The US and its allies 
are today engaged in an unending war.  The 
Middle East and Central Asia which is rich 
in critical energy resources has become the 
battlefield.  Imperialism has destroyed nations in 
the name of exporting democracy. The actions of 
imperialism have created unimaginable misery for 
humankind. Millions have been killed in the wars 
imperialism has waged and many more millions 
have been displaced creating a gigantic refugee 
crisis. The groups created, supported and armed 
by US and its allies have given birth to a monster 
group that has established a caliphate called ISIS. 
The terror tactics adopted by this group has not 
left any part of the world safe. Humanity is also 
facing the uncertainty of the future of the planet 
itself due to an economic system that was based 
on unbridled exploitation of the nature.

This in brief is the picture of the world in 
which we live today. What should be the New Year 
Resolution of the working class in this situation? 
The working class in the developed world has a 
historic responsibility.  The working class must 
understand very clearly that capitalism itself is the 
crisis and the present crisis cannot be overcome by 
reforming capitalism.  The establishment of a fair 
and just society can be possible only by projecting 
an alternative sustainable model of development 
and working for its success.  Humanity can 
progress only under conditions of peace and peace 
cannot be established without challenging the 
imperialist wars. The Indian working class must 
resolve to defend democracy and secularism.  
They have to challenge the forces that attack the 
cultural plurality and rich diversity of our nation.  
The unity of the nation and unity of the working 
class is fundamental to wage war against the 
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exploitation of neo-liberalism and to strive for 
a society that is based on justice, fairness and 
equality.  These are onerous tasks. But these 
tasks can be achieved if we have faith in our core 
values and beliefs and work with determination 
to carry them forward without any let up. 

Let us welcome the Year 2016 with hope 

and confidence that humanity will prevail over 
injustice and exploitation.  We once again wish the 
insurance employees, Indian working class and 
the global working class and progressive sections 
across the globe a very eventful, purposeful and 
successful New Year 2016.

lÉuÉ uÉwÉï 2016
AmÉlÉå qÉÉæÍsÉMü qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ uÉ ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ MüÉå mÉÑlÉÈ xÉÑSØÄRû MüUåÇ

2015 MüÉ uÉwÉï CÌiÉWûÉxÉ MüÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ oÉlÉ cÉÑMüÉ Wæû| LMü lÉrÉå uÉwÉï 
MüÉ xÉÔUeÉ ESrÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| WûqÉ uÉwÉï 2016 MüÉ xuÉÉaÉiÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ iÉjÉÉ 
oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ uÉ xÉqÉxiÉ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï bÉOûlÉÉAÉåÇ 
uÉ E¬åvrÉ xÉå mÉËUmÉÔhÉï lÉuÉuÉwÉï MüÐ vÉÑpÉMüÉqÉlÉÉLÇ mÉëSÉlÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ| WûqÉåÇ 
AÉvÉÉ uÉ ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ Wæû ÌMü uÉå vÉÉÇÌiÉ, eÉlÉiÉl§É, lrÉÉrÉ uÉ oÉUÉoÉUÏ Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÉå eÉÉUÏ UZÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå lÉrÉå uÉwÉï qÉåÇ xÉÇMüsmÉ sÉåÇaÉãÇ| 
qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ MüÉ pÉÌuÉwrÉ CxÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÐ xÉTüsÉiÉÉ mÉU ÌlÉpÉïU MüUåaÉÉ|

eÉoÉ WûqÉ uÉwÉï 2016 qÉåÇ mÉëuÉåvÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ iÉÉå WûqÉåÇ ÌmÉNûsÉå xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ 
xÉå xÉÉWûxÉ ÍqÉsÉiÉÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉqÉãÇ| ÌmÉNûsÉå uÉwÉï MüÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï uÉ ExÉqÉåÇ ÍqÉsÉÏ 
xÉTüsÉiÉÉ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ Wæû| 2015 MüÉ uÉwÉï qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï iÉjÉÉ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ 
xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü mÉëaÉÌiÉvÉÏsÉ uÉaÉï Måü ÍsÉrÉå oÉWÒûiÉ WûÏ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï uÉwÉï jÉÉ| 
rÉWû uÉwÉï ZÉÑS `pÉÉUiÉ Måü ÌuÉcÉÉU' mÉU oÉÄQåû WûqÉsÉå MüÉ aÉuÉÉWû UWûÉ Wæû| 
MåülSì qÉåÇ vÉÉxÉMü SsÉ Måü mÉËUuÉÉU MüÐ vÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ lÉå WûqÉÉUå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü 
WûeÉÉUÉåÇ uÉwÉÉåïÇ Måü ÍqÉsÉå-eÉÑsÉå CÌiÉWûÉxÉ AjÉÉïiÉ WûqÉÉUÏ xÉÉÇxM×üÌiÉMü 
oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉ LuÉÇ ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ mÉU WûÏ aÉÇpÉÏU WûqÉsÉÉ oÉÉåsÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| xÉÏqÉÉÇiÉ 
xÉÇaÉPûlÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ xÉå mÉWûcÉÉlÉå eÉÉlÉå  uÉÉsÉå iÉiuÉÉåÇ xÉå WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ uÉUlÉ 
xÉUMüÉU Måü qÉÇÌ§ÉrÉÉåÇ iÉMü lÉå kÉqÉïÌlÉUmÉå¤ÉiÉÉ mÉU WûqÉsÉÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû 
eÉÉå WûqÉÉUå UÉ·íuÉÉS MüÉ LMü qÉÔsÉ ÍxÉ®ÉliÉ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉå 
rÉWû xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ xÉå oÉiÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü MüÉåD pÉÏ AÉuÉÉeÉ eÉÉå 
oÉWÒûxÉÇZrÉMü SØÌ¹MüÉåhÉ xÉå qÉåsÉ lÉWûÏÇ ZÉÉiÉÏ ExÉå oÉUSÉviÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ 
eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü mÉëaÉÌiÉvÉÏsÉ iÉoÉMåü ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ sÉåZÉMü, 
MüsÉÉMüÉU, uÉæ¥ÉÉÌlÉMü, xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü ÍcÉliÉMü uÉ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï xÉÎqqÉÍsÉiÉ 
jÉå, pÉÉUiÉ Måü CxÉ ÌuÉcÉÉU MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå oÉWûÉSÒUÏ xÉå EPû 
ZÉÄQåû WÒûL| ClÉ ÌuÉZrÉÉiÉ lÉÉaÉËUMüÉåÇ xÉå uÉÉiÉÉï vÉÑÃ MüUlÉå MüÐ oÉeÉÉrÉ 
xÉUMüÉU lÉå CxÉ eÉlÉiÉÉÎl§ÉMü mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüÐ rÉWû MüWûMüU EmÉå¤ÉÉ MüÐ 
ÌMü rÉWû LMü `oÉlÉÉuÉOûÏ ÌuÉSìÉåWû' Wæû| oÉÄQûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ aÉUÏoÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
EÍcÉiÉ xiÉU iÉMü ÍvÉÍ¤ÉiÉ lÉ WûÉålÉå iÉjÉÉ bÉU qÉåÇ vÉÉæcÉÉsÉrÉ lÉ WûÉålÉå 
Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU qÉiÉSÉlÉ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ xÉå AsÉaÉ MüUMåü MüÉlÉÔlÉ ²ÉUÉ ZÉÑS 
eÉlÉiÉl§É MüÉå WûÏ MüqÉeÉÉåU ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå ÌoÉWûÉU ÌuÉkÉÉlÉ-
xÉpÉÉ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ MüUÉUÉ eÉuÉÉoÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| ClÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ MüÉå qÉÉåSÏ 
AÉæU ÌlÉiÉÏvÉ MÑüqÉÉU Måü qÉkrÉ sÉÄQûÉD MüÐ xÉÇ¥ÉÉ SÏ aÉD jÉÏ| pÉÉeÉmÉÉ 
lÉå rÉWû qÉWûxÉÔxÉ ÌMürÉÉ ÌMü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÉ qÉÑ¬É sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ MüU xÉMüiÉÉ, CxÉÍsÉrÉå ExÉlÉå eÉÉÌiÉ uÉ xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü AÉkÉÉU mÉU 
LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ MüÐ mÉÑUÉlÉÏ ÌiÉMüÄQûqÉ MüÉ xÉWûÉUÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ| sÉåÌMülÉ uÉWû oÉÑUÏ 
iÉUWû AxÉTüsÉ UWûÏ AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå qÉWûÉaÉPûoÉlkÉlÉ Måü mÉ¤É qÉåÇ qÉiÉ 
ÌSrÉÉ| ÌoÉWûÉU cÉÑlÉÉuÉ MüÉ xÉÇSåvÉ xÉÉTü Wæû AÉæU xÉÑlÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| 

sÉÉåaÉ LMüiÉÉ uÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ cÉÉWûiÉå WæûÇ AÉæU uÉå ElÉ xÉpÉÏ iÉÉMüiÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
ShQû SåÇaÉå eÉÉå ElÉMüÐ LMüiÉÉ MüÉå iÉÉåÄQûlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉÏ WæûÇ AÉæU sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ 
mÉëaÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ oÉÉkÉÉ QûÉsÉlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉÏ WæûÇ|

pÉÉeÉmÉÉ lÉå ElWûÏÇ MÑüZrÉÉiÉ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉÉ eÉÉUÏ UZÉÉ Wæû| ÌuÉSåvÉÏ mÉÔÆeÉÏ uÉ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ lÉæaÉqÉ ¤Éå§É 
SÉålÉÉãÇ Måü WûÏ ÍsÉrÉå ÌlÉuÉåvÉ uÉ qÉÑlÉÉTåü Måü ÍsÉrÉå EÍcÉiÉ uÉÉiÉÉuÉUhÉ 
oÉlÉÉlÉå MüÉ uÉÉSÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| mÉÔÆeÉÏ MüÉå ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ SålÉå Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS 
pÉÏ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ qÉÉÇaÉ qÉåÇ MüqÉÏ uÉ UÉåeÉaÉÉU xÉ×ÎeÉiÉ 
MüUlÉå qÉåÇ AxÉTüsÉiÉÉ xÉå mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ WûÉålÉÉ eÉÉUÏ Wæû| SåvÉ lÉå AÉæU oÉÄRûiÉÏ 
WÒûD AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå SåZÉÉ Wæû| ÌuÉµÉ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå iÉåeÉÏ xÉå oÉÄRûiÉÏ WÒûD 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ WûÉålÉå Måü SÉuÉå Måü oÉÉuÉeÉÔS, qÉÉlÉuÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÉ ËUMüÉQïû 
ApÉÏ pÉÏ SrÉlÉÏrÉ oÉlÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû eÉæxÉÉ ÌMü xÉÇrÉÑ£ü UÉ·í MüÐ qÉÉlÉuÉ 
ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÐ ËUmÉÉåOïû qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå ExÉMåü 
qÉÑÎvMüsÉ xÉå AÎeÉïiÉ ÌMürÉå WÒûL AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ uÉ sÉÉpÉÉåÇ xÉå uÉÇÍcÉiÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå xÉUMüÉU ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉÇvÉÉåÍkÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü pÉÏ xÉpÉÏ 
mÉërÉÉxÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| 2 ÍxÉiÉqoÉU 2015 MüÉå AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü mÉÌWûrÉÉåÇ 
MüÉå mÉÔhÉï ÌuÉUÉqÉ SåMüU qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï lÉå ClÉ mÉërÉÉxÉÉåÇ MüÉ EÍcÉiÉ eÉuÉÉoÉ 
ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| 2 ÍxÉiÉqoÉU 2015 MüÐ AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï 
ÃmÉ xÉå xÉTüsÉ UWûÏ jÉÏ AÉæU CxÉ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ qÉåÇ 15 MüUÉåÄQû xÉå pÉÏ 
erÉÉSÉ ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ lÉå pÉÉaÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| AmÉlÉå sÉÉpÉÉåÇ uÉ AÍkÉMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ 
U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï ²ÉUÉ uÉwÉï 2016 qÉåÇ AÉæU AÍkÉMü 
xÉbÉlÉ MüÉrÉïuÉÉÌWûrÉÉÆ SåZÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ iÉrÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU ÎeÉxÉlÉå ÌMü pÉ×¹ÉcÉÉU 
Måü ÌuÉÃ® rÉÑ® MüUlÉå MüÉ uÉÉSÉ ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ, uÉWûÏ AmÉlÉå EccÉ lÉåiÉ×iuÉ 
Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü pÉ×¹ÉcÉÉU Måü AÉUÉåmÉ sÉaÉlÉå xÉå mÉUåvÉÉlÉÏ qÉåÇ Wæû| ClÉ 
AÉUÉåmÉÉåÇ mÉU ÌlÉwmÉ¤É eÉÉÆcÉ MüÉ AÉSåvÉ qÉÉlÉlÉå MüÐ oÉeÉÉrÉ xÉUMüÉU lÉå 
ElWåûÇ ÌMülÉÉUå MüUlÉÉ WûÏ oÉåWûiÉU xÉqÉfÉÉ Wæû| rÉWû MüjÉlÉÏ AÉæU MüUlÉÏ 
Måü AliÉU MüÉå xmÉ¹iÉÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ EeÉÉaÉU MüUiÉÉ Wæû| 

uÉwÉï 2015 oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉrÉå bÉOûlÉÉAÉåÇ xÉå mÉËUmÉÔhÉï 
uÉwÉï UWûÉ Wæû| oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ lÉå xÉUMüÉU MüÐ mÉëÌiÉaÉÉqÉÏ uÉåiÉlÉ lÉÏÌiÉ 
MüÉå mÉUÉÎeÉiÉ MüUiÉå WÒûL LMü oÉWÒûiÉ WûÏ vÉÉlÉSÉU uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ mÉëÉmiÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÐ ÌuÉwÉæsÉÏ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå qÉÉiÉ SåiÉå WÒûL 
L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L. LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå qÉãÇ xÉTüsÉ WÒûD Wæû| 
xÉUMüÉU lÉå ClvrÉÉåUålxÉ sÉÊeÉ (xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ) ÌuÉkÉårÉMü MüÉå AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå AkrÉÉSåvÉ MüÉ CxiÉåqÉÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ| ÌuÉSåvÉÏ vÉårÉUkÉÉËUiÉÉ MüÐ 
49 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ iÉMü uÉ×Ì® xÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü ÍsÉrÉå lÉD cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉÆ 
mÉëxiÉÑiÉ WûÉåÇaÉÏ| xÉUMüÉU xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ 
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Måü vÉårÉU oÉåcÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå pÉÏ MüSqÉ EPûÉrÉåaÉÏ| uÉwÉï 2016 AmÉlÉå 
E±ÉåaÉ MüÉå oÉcÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ xÉå MüÄQûÏ MüÉrÉïuÉÉWûÏ 
MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUåaÉÏ| ElWåûÇ CxÉ xÉÇbÉwÉï qÉåÇ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü aÉëÉWûMüÉåÇ 
MüÐ ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ xÉÇZrÉÉ MüÉå AmÉlÉÉ xÉÉfÉÏSÉU oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå xÉpÉÏ 
mÉërÉÉxÉ MüUlÉå WûÉåÇaÉå| CxÉ ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ MüÉrÉï Måü ÍsÉrÉå SåvÉ Måü AÉqÉ AÉSqÉÏ 
MüÉå AmÉlÉå mÉ¤É qÉåÇ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå AÉæU erÉÉSÉ mÉërÉÉxÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ 
eÉÃUiÉ mÉÄQåûaÉÏ|

ÌuÉµÉ Måü xiÉU mÉU mÉÔÆeÉÏ lÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü ÌuÉÃ® LMü uÉaÉï-rÉÑ² 
MüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüU SÏ Wæû| lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS lÉå MüsrÉÉhÉMüÉUÏ UÉerÉ MüÉå 
MüÉTüÐ WûS iÉMü cÉÉåOû mÉWÒûÆcÉÉrÉÏ Wæû| ÍqÉiÉurÉrÉiÉÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ 
pÉU MüÐ xÉUMüÉUÉåÇ lÉå uÉåiÉlÉ, mÉåÇvÉlÉ, xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉÑU¤ÉÉ uÉ UÉåeÉaÉÉU 
mÉU WûqÉsÉÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| mÉÔÆeÉÏ MüÉå xÉÇMüOû xÉå oÉÉWûU ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï xÉå ÍqÉiÉurÉrÉiÉÉ xÉå EimÉ³É SÒÈZÉÉåÇ MüÉå xÉWûlÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå AÉÀûÉlÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï oÉWûÉSÒUÏ xÉå ClÉ 
WûqÉsÉÉåÇ MüÉ mÉëÌiÉUÉåkÉ MüU UWûÉ Wæû| AÉÍjÉïMü xÉÇMüOû rÉÔUÉåmÉ qÉåÇ AÌiÉuÉÉSÏ 
SÍ¤ÉhÉmÉÇjÉ MüÉå qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï sÉ¤rÉ WûÉÍxÉsÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ xÉWûÉrÉiÉÉ MüU UWûÉ 
Wæû| CxÉxÉå MåüuÉsÉ vÉÉÇÌiÉ uÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉ°ÉuÉlÉÉ MüÉå WûÏ ZÉiÉUÉ mÉæSÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå UWûÉ oÉÎsMü CxÉqÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ LMüiÉÉ MüÉå MüqÉeÉÉåU 
MüUlÉå MüÐ pÉÏ iÉÉMüiÉ Wæû|

AqÉUÏMüÉ Måü lÉåiÉ×iuÉ qÉåÇ xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉS AmÉlÉÏ ´Éå¸iÉÉ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ 
MüUlÉå AÉæU ÌuÉµÉ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå AmÉlÉå ÌWûiÉÉåÇ Måü AlÉÑÃmÉ oÉSsÉlÉå Måü 
MüÉqÉ qÉåÇ sÉaÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| AqÉUÏMüÉ AÉæU ExÉMåü xÉWûrÉÉåaÉÏ AÉeÉ MüpÉÏ 
ZÉiqÉ lÉ WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉå rÉÑ® qÉåÇ sÉaÉå WÒûL WæûÇ| qÉkrÉ mÉÔuÉï uÉ qÉkrÉ-LÍvÉrÉÉ 
ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ ÌMü ÌlÉhÉÉïrÉMü FeÉÉï xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ pÉUqÉÉU Wæû, rÉÑ® ¤Éå§É oÉlÉå 
WÒûL WæûÇ| eÉlÉiÉl§É ÌlÉrÉÉïiÉ MüUlÉå Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉS lÉå UÉ·íÉãÇ 
MüÉå iÉoÉÉWû MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉS MüÐ MüÉrÉïuÉÉÌWûrÉÉåÇ lÉå qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå AMüsmÉlÉÏrÉ xÉÇMüOû mÉæSÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉS ²ÉUÉ 
NåûÄQåû aÉrÉå rÉÑ®ÉåÇ qÉåÇ sÉÉZÉÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉ qÉÉUå aÉrÉå WæûÇ iÉjÉÉ SÕxÉUå sÉÉZÉÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉ 
ÌuÉxjÉÉÌmÉiÉ WÒûL WæûÇ ÎeÉxÉxÉå ÌuÉvÉÉsÉ qÉÉ§ÉÉ qÉåÇ  vÉÉUhÉÉjÉÏï xÉÇMüOû mÉæSÉ 
WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| AqÉUÏMüÉ AÉæU ExÉMåü xÉWûrÉÉåÌaÉrÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ EimÉ³É, xÉqÉÍjÉïiÉ 
uÉ WûÍjÉrÉÉUÉåÇ xÉå sÉæxÉ ÌMürÉå aÉrÉå xÉqÉÔWûÉåÇ lÉå LMü ZÉiÉUlÉÉMü xÉqÉÔWû 

MüÉå eÉlqÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû ÎeÉxÉlÉå AÉD.LxÉ.AÉD.LxÉ. lÉÉqÉMü `ZÉsÉÏTüÉ-
urÉuÉxjÉÉ' MüÐ xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ MüÐ Wæû| CxÉ xÉqÉÔWû MüÐ AÉÇiÉMüuÉÉSÏ ÌiÉMüÄQûqÉÉåÇ 
xÉå SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ MüÉ MüÉåD pÉÏ ÌWûxxÉÉ xÉÑUÍ¤ÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ UWû aÉrÉÉ Wæû| mÉëM×üÌiÉ 
Måü oÉåsÉaÉÉqÉ vÉÉåwÉhÉ MüÐ AÉÍjÉïMü urÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ ZÉÑS 
mÉ×juÉÏ Måü pÉÌuÉwrÉ MüÐ AÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉiÉÉ MüÐ ÍvÉMüÉU WûÉå UWûÏ Wæû|

xÉÇ¤ÉåmÉ qÉåÇ rÉWû ExÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ MüÐ iÉxuÉÏU WæûÇ ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ AÉeÉ WûqÉ 
UWûiÉå WæûÇ| LåxÉÏ ÎxjÉÌiÉ qÉåÇ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ lÉD xÉÉsÉ MüÐ mÉëÌiÉ¥ÉÉ 
YrÉÉ WûÉålÉÏ cÉÉÌWûL ? ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ Måü qÉeÉSÕU-uÉaÉï MüÐ LMü 
LÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ Wæû| qÉeÉSÕU-uÉaÉï MüÉå rÉWû oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÉTüaÉÉåD xÉå 
xÉqÉfÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉS ZÉÑS LMü xÉÇMüOû Wæû AÉæU mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉS 
MüÉå xÉÑkÉÉUMüU uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉÇMüOû mÉU ÌuÉeÉrÉ mÉëÉmiÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÏ 
Wæû| LMü AcNåû uÉ lrÉÉrÉmÉÔhÉï xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÐ xjÉÉmÉlÉÉ uÉ ExÉMüÐ xÉTüsÉiÉÉ 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå MüÉqÉ MüUlÉÉ iÉpÉÏ xÉÇpÉuÉ Wæû eÉoÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü LMü uÉæMüÎsmÉMü 
uÉ ÌOûMüÉF ?qÉÉQûsÉ? MüÉå AmÉlÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉrÉå| MåüuÉsÉ vÉÉÇÌiÉ MüÐ ÎxjÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ WûÏ qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ mÉëaÉÌiÉ MüU xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû AÉæU xÉÉqÉëÉerÉuÉÉSÏ rÉÑ®ÉåÇ MüÉå 
cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ ÌSrÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ vÉÉÇÌiÉ xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû| pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ 
qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå eÉlÉiÉl§É uÉ kÉqÉïÌlÉUmÉå¤ÉiÉÉ MüÐ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ 
mÉëÌiÉ¥ÉÉ MüUlÉÏ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| ExÉå ElÉ vÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ MüÉå cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ SålÉÏ WûÉåaÉÏ, eÉÉå 
WûqÉÉUå UÉ·í MüÐ xÉÉÇxM×üÌiÉMü ÌuÉÌuÉkÉiÉÉ uÉ xÉqÉ×® oÉWÒûsÉiÉÉ mÉU WûqÉsÉå 
MüUiÉÏ WæûÇ| UÉ·í MüÐ LMüiÉÉ uÉ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ LMüiÉÉ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS 
Måü vÉÉåwÉhÉ Måü ÌuÉÃ® sÉÄQûÉD sÉÄQûlÉå uÉ lrÉÉrÉ, xÉqqÉÉlÉ LuÉÇ oÉUÉoÉUÏ 
mÉU AÉkÉÉËUiÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå lÉÏÇuÉ Måü mÉijÉU Måü xÉqÉÉlÉ WæûÇ| 
rÉå qÉÑÎvMüsÉ MüÉqÉ WæûÇ| mÉUliÉÑ AmÉlÉå qÉÉæÍsÉMü ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ uÉ qÉÔsrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ 
AÉxjÉÉ UZÉMüU iÉjÉÉ ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ RûÏsÉ Måü xÉÇMüsmÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ ElWåûÇ 
AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉlÉå xÉå ClÉ MüÉrÉÉåïÇ MüÉå mÉÔhÉï ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| 

uÉwÉï 2016 MüÉ WûqÉåÇ CxÉ AÉvÉÉ AÉæU ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ AÍpÉlÉlSlÉ 
MüUlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü AlrÉÉrÉ uÉ vÉÉåwÉhÉ mÉU qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ MüÐ ÌuÉeÉrÉ WûÉåaÉÏ| 
WûqÉ LMü oÉÉU mÉÑlÉÈ oÉÏqÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ iÉjÉÉ pÉÉUiÉ uÉ ÌuÉµÉ Måü qÉeÉSÕU 
uÉaÉï LuÉÇ SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ pÉU Måü mÉëaÉÌiÉvÉÏsÉ iÉoÉMüÉåÇ MüÉå LMü bÉOûlÉÉmÉÔhÉï, 
E¬åvrÉmÉÔhÉï AÉæU xÉTüsÉ lÉuÉ-uÉwÉï 2016 MüÐ oÉkÉÉD SåiÉå WæûÇ|

Com S.Prasanna Kumar, 
General Secretary, CITU Karnataka passed 

away on 23rd December 2015 due to cardiac 
arrest.  He was 51 years.  He leaves behind his 
wife and two sons.

Com Prasanna Kumar was an active cadre 
of Students Federation of India at Ballari.  He 
was attracted to the communist movement as 
a youth.  He moved over to Bangalore to help 
the trade union movement and the CPI(M). 
He rose to become the General Secretary of 
CITU, Karnataka.  He was the Member of the 
Secretariat, CPI(M), Karnataka State Committee.  
He was leading a large number of trade 

unions in multinational 
corporations as also in 
the unorganized sector.

Com Prasanna Kumar 
had a close relationship 
with the movement of 
insurance employees 
in Karnataka. In his 
untimely death, the 
communist and working 
class movement has lost 
a promising leader.  

Insurance Worker mourns the death of 
Com Prasanna Kumar and dips its banner in 
his memory. 

OBITUARY
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TAMIL NADU FLOODS 
DEVASTATION 
EVERYWHERE

AIIEA HELPS PEOPLE IN DISTRESS

The people are yet to 
come out of the shock.    

It is no doubt a disaster of 
gigantic proportions.              
But the milk of human 

kindness flowed in equal 
measure to mitigate the 

sense of sorrow. 
It was not just sympathy 
for the flood victims that 
goaded the cadres of 

AIIEA into action.  
It was our conviction 

that service to humanity 
is an inalienable part 
of the working class 

consciousness.

K.Swaminathan
General Secretary, SZIEF.

The state of Tamil Nadu faced torrential rains 
and floods of gigantic proportions.  It was 

the biggest ever tragedy – quite unprecedented 
at that in one hundred years.  These savage 
floods have put the lives of people upside 
down.  The city of Chennai and many other 
districts – Thirvallur, Kancheepuram, Cuddalore, 
Thoothukudi, Nagapattinam, Villupuram etc., 
were affected; the worst among them being 
Chennai and Cuddalore.  More than 300 lives 
and property worth thousands of crores were 
lost in these floods. Third bout of rains has 
affected other parts of the states also. Now 
the whole state has been declared as flood 
affected.

This disaster was man made. The 
unprecedented rains were due to destruction 
of natural and geographical features and 
historical arrangements like water bodies and 
canals.  These precisely had been providing a 
bull work against such furies of nature.  But the 
reckless developmental model that represents 
neo-liberalism and nasty greed for profits has 
played havoc with the lives of the people by 
reckless exploitation of nature.  

The AIIEA true to its tradition plunged into 
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action even before the floods started receding.  
Cuddalore district which was badly affected, 
cried for help.  The cadres of AIIEA made all 
possible efforts to provide immediate help to 
the affected. There were a number of relief 
distribution programmes almost every day 
for the past one month in Cuddalore district.  
So far more than Rs.17 lacs worth of relief 
materials have been distributed in this district. 
Our comrades in this district have played a 
leading role.  In Chennai, the rain battered 
areas like Chintadripet, Soolaippalam and 
Namachivayapuram.  The AIIEA cadres swung 
into action by providing relief material including 
bed sheets to those affected. MGR Nagar located 
on the banks of Adayar saw a large number 
of AIIEA cadres distributing cooked food, bed 
sheets and other relief material.  Our cadres 
took all measures to reach the Adivasi people 
of Irular community who had lost their houses.  
These adivasis were provided with rice, pulses, 
utensils and cookers.  

The second round attack of rains started 
on December 1st and continued for a week. It 
paralyzed the whole city.  AIIEA units swung 
into action by distributing food, water, bread in 
many areas moving into deep waters in areas 
like Tiruvotriyur. The relief materials have also 
been distributed in more than 20 centers so far, 
totaling Rs.13 lacs  The general public recognized 
the good work being done by the cadres of 
AIIEA.  A leading film artist wanted to distribute 
relief material worth Rs.50,000 but could not 
reach the affected people.  She approached 
us seeking help and the AIIEA cadres went to 
Namachivayapuram in dark wading through 
chest deep water to distribute the relief material.   
“Tiny drops” - an organisation of the former 
students of PS Senior Secondary School took our 

help to distribute material worth Rs.1.50 lakhs.
The Central Excise Officers’ Association took the 
help of AIIEA cadres to distribute relief material 
worth Rs.5lakhs in Cuddalore district.

On 13th and 14th December, 2015 200 
cadres of AIIEA including 13 women coming 
from all divisions of Tamil Nadu took up the 
job to clean some roads and streets in Chennai 
city. Shedding middle class inhibitions, our 
comrades took up this task with a sense of 
devotion using shovels, spades, broom –sticks 
etc. The areas chosen were Vekachery Periyar 
Nagar and Soolaippalam.  20 streets were 
cleaned and  more than six lorry loads of filth 
was lifted from these areas.  The devotion with 
which our comrades took up this job drew wide 
appreciation from all residents of the area. This 
cleaning drive was inaugurated by Com. Sitaram 
Yechury.  Leaders from various political parties 
including Shri Vaiko, Shri TolTirumavalavan, 
Com. G. Ramakrishnan, Com. Mutharasan 
visited the spot and appreciated the social 
commitment of the AIIEA.

On 18th December, 2015 a medical camp 
was organized by us in cooperation with 
Fortis Malar Hospital Workers’ Union at Lala 
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Gardens, Mylapore. A large number of people 
were benefitted by the treatment and medical 
advice. The entire relief work was organized 
in a coordinated manner by cadres of SZIEF,         
GIE-SZ and AIIPA.  

The floods did not spare the insurance 
employees too.  In LIC quarters of K.K.Nagar 
44 houses were marooned. The cadres of AIIEA 
braving all odds went to help the 132 families 
residing in the quarters.  They were given food, 
milk, water, bed sheets and mats.  The milk 
was procured from the neighboring districts.  
Incidentally, we may point out that a half litre 
milk sachet was sold for Rs.300 by some greedy 
milk vendors.  

We are proud that our cadres braving against 
all odds with missionary zeal helped the people.  
There was some excellent work done by some 
individual comrades.  Smt. Uma Govindarajan, 
wife of Com. A Govindarajan, Secretary of 
Madurai DO building Unit mobilized Rs.1.75 
lakhs from her friends and gave it to SZIEF for 
the relief work.  Some employees raised the 
funds using the facebook friends.  This natural 
calamity united the people. Everybody was 
helping the other irrespective of the religion 

and caste. The places of worship belonging to 
all faiths became the shelters.  Muslims joined 
Hindus in cleaning temples. 

The flood relief work has received tremendous 
help from insurance employees across the 
country.  The AIIEA has sent Rs.6.50 lakhs 
for immediate relief work. The Northern Zone 
has sent Rs. 4 lakhs. The SCZIEF has called 
employees across the zone to donate liberally. 
The two divisions of Bangalore collected over 
Rs.3.50 lakhs in a single day. Central Zone 
has sent Rs.1 lakh. The AIIPA has contributed 
more than Rs.3 lakhs. Many more divisions and 
the zones are expected to contribute their lot.  
The Units in Tamil Nadu and Kerala have made 
enormous contributions both financially and 
in terms of physical contributions to the relief 
work. The GIEA-SZ has also done wonderful 
work. So far Rs. 30 lakhs have been spent to 
provide immediate relief activity undertaken by 
SZIEF and GIEA-SZ and AIIPA. 

The SZIEF is making some programmes for a 
long term relief work and also identifying schools 
where poor children have lost all their study 
material.  In the coming days work to supply 
the study material, uniform etc will begin.

The wounds of Cuddalore and Chennai are 
yet to heal. The people are yet to come out of 
the shock.  It is no doubt a disaster of gigantic 
proportions. But the milk of human kindness 
flowed in equal measure to mitigate the sense 
of sorrow. It was not just sympathy for the flood 
victims that goaded the cadres of AIIEA into 
action.  It was our conviction that service to 
humanity is an inalienable part of the working 
class consciousness. Our task is yet to be over.  
We will be in the field till such time our presence 
is needed, even if it is months on end.
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World Peace

Excerpts from the Satyendranath Majumdar  
Memorial Lecture delivered by Com. Amanulla Khan. 
This was organized by All India Peace & Solidarity 
Organisation at Kolkata on 9th Dec. 2015
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The subject ‘World Peace in the era of 
Globalization’ is a very important, vast and 

relevant subject. I would like to limit myself 
to the contemporary developments on this 
issue. We know that Wars and globalization 
are not new to human race.  It is seen from 
history that wars have helped expansion of 
capitalism leading to integration of the vast 
regions of global economy into the architecture 
of world imperialism.  Markets are fundamental 
to capitalism. Therefore, capitalism has to 
necessarily tear down all barriers to conquer 
the entire earth for its market. This was done 
earlier through colonialism and today it is being 
attempted through imperialist globalization.  
This often requires not just diplomatic pressures 
and economic cooperation between the nations 
but also results into armed conflict for capture 
of critical natural resources.  Globalization is 
therefore, not external to capital but is a natural 
way in which capital expands and exists as 
capital. So I am of the firm opinion that the 
meaning of Peace is not just a world free from 
wars.  Peace also means constructing of societies 
that are just, fair and equal having the potential 
to free the world from all conflicts including 
those on economic and social inequalities. It 
simply means that there can never be peace 
without justice and equality.  
GLOBE A THEATRE OF WAR

Today it is frightening to note that the 
entire globe has become a big theatre of wars 
and conflicts. No country or region is safe 
and peaceful. A dispassionate analysis of the 
situation makes it clear that US imperialism has 
played a major role in creating these conflicts 

IN THE ERA OF 
GLOBALISATION
Amanulla Khan

A Struggle for Peace and 
A Struggle against Imperialism 
are the two components of 
A Single Struggle.  

for its own strategic and political reasons.  
Afghanistan to Iraq and Yugoslavia to Ukraine, 
the footprints of US imperialism are clearly 
seen in fanning and sustaining these conflicts 
and wars.  The drive to capture new areas as 
markets and control strategic resources gained 
momentum with the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. The countries which own critical natural 
resources became the targets.  Oil has always 
been a strategic commodity and therefore the 
control and domination of the region stretching 
from Iraq to Central Asia becomes very 
important to shape a new world order.  The Gulf, 
Iraq, Iran and Central Asian States are known to 
have nearly half of the world’s total oil and gas 
reserves.  These countries are also estimated 
to have the largest unexplored potential future 
supplies.  Therefore, political, military and 
economic domination of this broader region is 
the core of US foreign policy.  

It is with this understanding that United 
States and its allies are waging wars in different 
countries.  Strangely these wars are called as 
humanitarian endeavours to free countries from 
despotic regimes and expand democracy to make 
the world safe.  Saddam had to be removed as 
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his regime possessed imaginary weapons of 
mass destruction and posed a danger to human 
existence.  Syria has to be freed from Assad 
for the sake of democracy and expansion of 
democratic rights.  Afghanistan has to be tamed 
and kept in control due to its strategic location.  
The global population is being told that war is 
peace and imperialism is under compulsion to 
wage wars to establish peace. Therefore, US 
imperialism and its allies are doing a great 
service to humanity.  This commitment to peace 
and democracy sounds ridiculous when these 
very forces support, protect and patronize the 
Gulf monarchies including the worst advocate 
of religious fundamentalism and human rights 
violator Saudi Arabia. The US imperialism also 
is a benefactor of Israel that is committing 
horrendous crimes against Palestinians as 
that country is critical to its regional strategic 
interests.
HUMANITY PAYS A HEAVY PRICE  

Humanity has paid a very heavy price for 
these acts of imperialism.  It is estimated 
that more than one million people perished 
in Iraq and nearly 2.7 lakhs killed in Syria 
and millions have been rendered homeless. 
Libya has virtually been made a failed State.  
Children, women and elderly have to face the 
brunt of these imperialist wars.  It is estimated 
that worldwide nearly 30 million children have 
been displaced due to wars and persecution.  
Imperialism has to be held accountable for 
the crimes it has committed against humanity. 
It is acknowledged even by sections of US 
administration that these imperialist wars 
have created monster outfits like Al-Qaeda and 
ISIS. The support these organizations have 
received from imperialism and their allies like 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar have made them very 
powerful.  They have become a threat to world 
peace and no place is safe from their terror 
attacks including the Western nations that 
helped their creation.

It is becoming increasingly clear that 
war is big money today.  The global military 
expenditure annually is estimated to be around 
1.6 trillion US dollars which is close to around 3 
percent of the world GDP. The military spending 
of US alone in 2014 is 610 billion US dollars.  
With 31 percent share in the global arms trade, 
the US is the largest exporter of arms.  The 
US military industrial complex is the biggest 
beneficiary in the trade of weapons of mass 

destruction.  It is, therefore, not surprising 
when Washington Post comments that ‘Wars 
make us safe and richer’.

This massive military spending is a crime 
against humanity.  The United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization estimates that despite 
the huge wealth created globally, there is large 
scale starvation in many parts of the world.  
More than 805 million out of 7.3 billion in the 
world suffer from chronic undernourishment.  
More than a billion poor across the globe live 
on less than 1.25 US dollars according to the 
World Bank.  The UN estimates that less than 4 
percent of the annual military expenditure would 
be enough to achieve Millennium Development 
Goal of lifting all people out of poverty.  This 
makes it abundantly clear that peace is 
fundamental to human progress and conditions 
of peace cannot be established without carrying 
out a sustained struggle against imperialism 
and its war drives.
DANGEROUS SHIFT IN                                     
INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY

It is in this background we see with lot of 
concern the shift in India’s foreign policy. India 
was the founder of non-aligned movement. 
This policy of keeping equidistance from the 
competing super powers to advance the interests 
of the third world countries earned India lot of 
respect and goodwill.  Today India has become a 
strategic partner in the global strategic designs 
of US imperialism.  The US and its allies have 
created a number of economic blocks and 
encirclement of the nations that are perceived 
as competitors to US imperialism has become 
central to the policy of global domination. India 
has become central to the United States policy 
aiming at encircling China.  The militarization 
of Japan and the military alliance of US, Japan, 
Australia and India aiming to encircle China 
have heightened tensions in the region and 
tensions between India and China. China and 
India account for nearly 25 percent of the global 
GDP.  Better relations between China and India 
can boost the economic ties which could be 
beneficial to both the countries and may prove 
helpful in solving the border dispute between 
these two nations. Unfortunately, the policy of 
strategically aligning with United States does 
not portend well for peace in the region.  In the 
recent period India has also developed strategic 
relations with Israel and there are clear signs 
of dilution of our stand on the struggle of 
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It is becoming increasingly clear that war 
is big money today.  The global military 
expenditure annually is estimated to be  
around 3 percent of the world GDP. The 
US military industrial complex is the biggest 
beneficiary in the trade of weapons 
of mass destruction.  It is, therefore, 
not surprising when Washington Post 
comments that ‘Wars make us safe and 
richer’.

Palestinian people for an independent nation. 
These deviations in India’s foreign policy have 
to be resolutely opposed.
GLOBALISATION CREATE INEQUALITIES

It is argued that globalization and free 
trade benefits all countries and all sections of 
the people. The real experience is different.  
Globalization has widened inequalities both 
between the nations and within the nations. 
Globalization which entered a new phase in 
1979-80 has seen massive accumulation and 
concentration of wealth. This process involved 
the sale of public assets to help private gains, 
de-regulation and exploitation of the workers. 
This massive accumulation of capital gave 
rise to financialisation and internationalization 
of capital. Financialisation enabled creation 
of huge artificial wealth totally unconnected 
from production of goods and services. As 
the financial wealth gained autonomy from 
production, capital became speculative.

The 2008 global financial meltdown is the 
result of these speculative activities of finance 
capital. The global economy is in a deep crisis. 
This crisis has devastated a large number of 
nations and the living standards of the people 
across the world. There is a general consensus 
that this is no ordinary cyclical crisis of capitalism.  
The scale of this crisis can be compared only 
to the great depression of the 1929. The world 
is yet to recover from this crisis and nobody is 
willing to guess how long it will take the global 
economy to emerge out of this crisis.

The crisis has shattered the living and 
working conditions of the people across the 
globe.   Capital has virtually declared a war on 
the working class through austerity measures.  
It is being said that workers have to go through 
the pains of austerity to help the economies 
overcome the crisis, in the making of which, 

they had no role to play.  Global unemployment 
is at an all-time high.  Youth unemployment has 
reached dangerous proportions. In Greece and 
Spain 50 percent of the youth are unemployed. 
The wages and pensions are under attack.  
Social security schemes have been curtailed.  
The working class in all countries is heroically 
resisting these attacks.

While the crisis has hugely impacted the 
working class, there do not seem to be any 
impact on the incomes of the richer sections.  
The top one percent of the US population 
control over 99 percent of the national wealth.  
Such massive inequalities cannot be acceptable 
in a democracy. India which embraced neo-
liberalism in 1991, an ideology which is totally 
hostile to the welfare State and the working 
class has seen alarming rise in inequalities.  
This country has the distinction of having 
90 dollar billionaires in an economy of less 
than 2 trillion dollars. It also has the dubious 
distinction of having the largest number of 
hungry, malnourished and illiterate people in 
the globe.  The latest surveys show that the 
top 1 percent of Indians owns more than half 
of the country’s wealth.  The top 10 percent 
of the population have a 76.3% share in 
the national wealth.  The poor 50 percent of 
the population have to rest content with 4.1 
percent of the national wealth. The recent 
Socio-Economic Caste Census has brought to 
light a distressing fact that in 90 percent of the 
rural households, the highest earning member 
earns less than Rs.10000/- per month. These 
massive inequalities created by globalization 
are simply unacceptable and inevitably lead to 
social tensions and conflicts.

In India, we must also be concerned with 
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The UN estimates that less than 4 percent 
of the annual military expenditure would 
be enough to achieve Millennium 
Development Goal of lifting all people 
out of poverty.  This makes it abundantly 
clear that peace is fundamental to 
human progress and conditions of 
peace cannot be established without 
carrying out a sustained struggle against 
imperialism and its war drives.

the increasing social strife in the past one year. 
Some forces inimical to unity of the people are 
making efforts to pit one section of the people 
against the other for narrow political gains.   
There are attempts to deny our shared history 
of over a thousand years through rewriting 
of history and undermining of all democratic 
institutions.  The denial of our shared history 
means the refusal to accept the plurality and 
diversity of our rich culture. The richness of 
Indian culture, be it music, art, architecture 
is due to the fact that our culture assimilated 
everything good that came from other cultures. 
The world looks at admiration and appreciation 
at this unique and beautiful culture. 

Today the richness of this composite 
cultural is under attack not just from the fringe 
elements affiliated to the party ruling the 
country at present but also from the Ministers 
in the government and other influential leaders 
belonging to ruling political outfit.  A vicious 
campaign is on to impose majoritarian views in 
the belief that India is a nation of one culture, 
one religion and one language. The Indian 
Constitution is clear that a modern nation-
state can be constructed only by respecting the 
plurality and diversity of Indian culture. 

The Idea of India essentially emerged 
as an India of social, economic and political 
equality. It rejected the idea of political or 
cultural dominance of any group over the 
other. Secularism and freedom to expression 
became the bedrock of the idea of India.  Today 
it is this Idea of India that is under attack.  
This poses a serious challenge to the national 
unity. Therefore, the efforts to create social 
and communal strife have to be fought uniting 
all sections of the people. This is the most 
urgent task for all the peace and trade union 
activists. 

GLOBALISATION INCOMPATIBLE                        
WITH DEMOCRACY

Globalisation has also undermined democracy 
and the role of the Nation-State.  Capital forces 
the government and the elected leaders to 
frame policies that facilitate capital even when 
such policies are against the interests of the 
people.  This undermines both democracy 
and weakens the nation-state. We have seen 
in the recent times that the public opinion is 
bulldozed and the direct action of millions of 
workers ignored to frame laws to help both the 
Indian and foreign capital. Greece which was the 
epicenter of global financial meltdown witnessed 
a strange phenomenon where the government 
was forced to accept the conditionalites of the 
creditors despite the rejection of these very 
conditionalities by the people in a referendum.  
This makes it clear that globalization is 
incompatible with democracy.

Globalisation and Neo-liberalism as an 
economic system is unsustainable.  This system 
puts profits before people and nature.  In order 
to maximize profits, there is an unbridled 
exploitation of both the people and the nature.  
The global warming and climatic changes pose 
a great challenge to the existence of humanity 
itself.  The capitalist path of development is 
clearly the culprit.
CONCLUSION  

Today humanity is confronted with a host 
of challenges.  As we said earlier, peace is 
fundamental to progress and development of 
human society.  Therefore, the struggle for 
peace should be intensified at the global scale.  
This cannot be done without waging a relentless 
struggle against imperialism and its quest for 
capture of critical resources in order to establish 
a complete global domination. The imperialist 
wars have created terror groups that are carrying 
out attacks on innocent people.  There is a need 
for all progressive sections to come together to 
combat this evil without condoning the crimes 
committed by imperialism. Neo-liberalism as an 
economic system has only brought miseries to 
the vast majority of the people across the globe.  
This economic system has to be challenged by 
projecting an alternate economic system based 
on justice, fairness and equality and a system 
that also respects the nature. In fine, a struggle 
for peace and a struggle against imperialism are 
the two components of a single struggle.  
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the vision of  
Dr B.R.Ambedkar

Neo liberalism violates

The success of democracy in India isdependent 
on how effectively the principles of social 
democracy are implemented. Social democracy 
occupies an important role as it determines 
the social life of millions of poor people. 
Social democracy is the central theme of Dr 
Ambedkar’s philosophy. With the advent of neo-
liberalism the institution of social democracy 
is under severe threat today. The increased 
power of the corporate class and the free flow 
of foreign capital simultaneous with withdrawal 
of the welfare measures by the Government 
have widened inequities obstructing the growth 
of social democracy in our country.

Ambedkar believed that for democracy to 
survive in India it must be rooted in social 
democracy. The caste structure and the resultant 
social exclusions are the main impediments for 
social democracy and that is why he gave a 
call for annihilation of caste. This annihilation 
of caste, according to him was a constitutional 
and democratic responsibility. It is for this 
reason  his struggle for independence did not 
end with the attainment of political freedom 
(liberty) on 15th August 1947  but it continued 
and Ambedkar wanted it to continue until India 
achieves equality and fraternity along with 
liberty. It is because of this reason the social 
democratic vision of Ambedkar becomes very 
important for the post independent India’s 
political discourse. This social democratic vision 
of Ambedkar becomes all the more important 
with the introduction of neoliberal policies in 
India which puts profits before people.

The policies of globalisation and neoliberalism 
are totally opposed to the principles of social 
democracy which is the essence of Dr Ambedkar’s 
philosophy. The neoliberalism which is driven 
by profits does not give any importance to the 
principles of liberty, equality and fraternity. 

The policies of neo-liberalism are totally 
opposed to the principles of social 
democracy which is the essence of 
Dr.Ambedkar’s  philosophy.  

Driven solely by profits, neoliberalism  
does not give any importance to 
the principles of liberty, equality and 
fraternity. Capital thrives on markets. 
Market encourages the rich who control 
the capital and ignores the poor (most 
of them belonging to the lower castes)  
who lack the capital.

But unfortunately and also with a clear 
design, some are trying to project 
Dr Ambedkar as pro-capitalist or a 
free market economist, which is quite 
absurd.

K.Venugopal Rao

Capital thrives on markets. Market encourages 
the rich (predominantly belonging to upper 
castes) who control the capital and ignores 
the poor (most of them belonging to the lower 
castes) who lack the capital. Neo-liberalism 
increases inequality and poverty. 

In India caste and poverty is interlinked. 
Neoliberal philosophy further pushes down 
the Dalits and other backward classes and 
minorities into the lowest level of the social 
hierarchy. The majority of the Dalits live below 
the poverty line. They live in absolute poverty 
and lack opportunities for land, employment 
and education. They do the most menial of 
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jobs like manual scavenging, removal of human 
waste and dead animals. They work as leather 
workers, cobblers and street sweepers. Most of 
the agricultural labourers come from Dalits and 
they are paid as low as Rs 20-30 a day. Apart 
from such extreme poverty they are subjected 
to social exclusion and in most of the rural and 
urban areas they live in separate slums and 
segregated colonies. 

Social democracy and welfare state tried 
to address the issues of poverty and social 
exclusion to some extent. But the introduction of 
economic reforms in 1991 changed the situation 
from bad to worse. The forces of neoliberal 
market philosophy strengthened the hands of 
rich to the disadvantage of the poor. 

Neo l iberal ism resulted in massive 
concentration and internationalisation of finance 
capital. Capital flows freely across the borders 
without any restriction. Under neo-liberalism, 
the government’s role is restricted to provide 
physical security to its people from internal 
and external threats and all other things will 
be left to the mercy of markets.This meant the 
distancing of the government from economic 
and social activity on the plea that interests of 
the individuals are best served by the market.

 In the absence State intervention in the 
matters of social and economic activity, social 
and economic justice was the casualty. The 
special Economic Zones created as part of 
globalisation led to forced displacement of 
the socially excluded sections like Dalits and 
tribes.Many industrial units in Public Sector 
were closed and jobs were lost. It also created 
mayhem with the employment scenario which in 
turn increased unemployment and poverty. The 
primary and secondary education system has 
been subverted and privatisation of education 
made education out of reach of the poor. These 
policies adversely impacted the Dalits and other 
weaker sections of the people. 

Here it is apt to recall the words of                       
Dr. Ambedkar:

”How long shall we continue to deny equality 
in our social and economic life?’  ‘If we 
continue to deny it for long, we will do so 
only by putting our political democracy in 
peril.’ 
Dr.Ambedkar knew that even within the 

framework of the social democracy getting 
justice to the disadvantaged sections is not 
easy due to prevailing caste system in India. 
He thought annihilation of caste and the role 
of State becomes very important in rendering 
justice to the weaker sections. Therefore, 

the entire struggle of Dr.Ambedkar was to 
give primacy to State and make the State a 
distributor of social and economic justice as 
against the neo-liberalism which reduces the 
role of State to just a facilitator rather than a 
distributor of social justice.

But unfortunately and also with a clear 
design, some economists are trying to project 
Dr Ambedkar as a free market economist. 
Ambedkar’s doctoral thesis “The Problem of 
Rupee’ is being used to turn him into an advocate 
of neoliberal reforms. Basically in this thesis 
Ambedkar makes strong arguments in favour 
of a stable currency supported by gold and 
how unstable currencies can lead to unchecked 
inflation. There is nothing in this thesis which 
can be used to argue that Ambedkar is a free 
market economist. In fact Ambedkar who studied 
in London School of Economics and Columbia 
University was influenced by Fabianism which is 
a British movement for Socialism. The famous 
slogan of Ambedkar - “Educate, Agitate and 
Organise has its roots in his admiration for 
Fabian principles. Ambedkar’s first political party 
The Independent Labour Party was influenced 
by the ideals of the Labour Party of England. 
The party was a workers’ party and it adopted 
a red flag representing the interests of the 
workers. So to term him as pro-capitalist or free 
market economist is absurd as Ambedkar was 
essentially a socialist though not a Marxist.

In his book “The State & the Minorities”,        
Dr. Ambedkar enunciates his belief in the 
doctrine of state socialism. He proposes that 
agriculture should be under state control and 
recommends collective method cultivation. 
Agriculture should be declared as state owned 
industry and land should be distributed to the 
families by dividing them into small groups. 
Irrigation, seeds, fertilisers and all other inputs 
for agriculture should be provided by the Govt 
only. In the field of industry he wanted modified 
form of state socialism. He wanted Insurance 
to be under complete state control. All key 
industries and industries for infrastructure 
development should be under Govt control. 
Ambedkar could not incorporate his scheme of 
state socialism under the fundamental rights as a 
part of the Constitution due to strong opposition 
in the Constituent Assembly.Ambedkar wanted 
to strengthen national integration and opposed 
all divisive forces. He wanted to abolish casteism 
in all forms and shapes. He wanted the great 
ideals of fraternity and equality bind the nation 
together. His was not a fight against individuals 
who perpetuated the inequities but his fight was 
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against the cause of the situation which created 
such inequities. He wanted to eliminate the root 
cause by annihilating caste from Indian society. 
He wanted all section of India to live in peace 
and harmony.

The BJP who were never comfortable with 
the struggles of Ambedkar is now trying to 
appropriate this national icon. The government 
is observing the 125th birth anniversary of   Dr. 
Ambedkar.  The Parliament on 26th November 
2015 debated the leading role played by 
Dr.Ambedkar in framing the Indian Constitution 
and the progress nation has made since then. 
It is a fact that despite the progress made in 
the economic front, the vast majority of Dalits 
continue to live in deprivation even today.  
The policy of reservation which helped a small 
section of the Dalits is now under attack.  The 
RSS wants a review of the reservation policy 
and this is aimed at curtailing the benefits 
of reservation to the SC/ST communities.  
With the government favouring the policy of 
dismantling the public sector and outsourcing 
many of its functions, the reservation policy is 
undermined. The Indian ruling classes refuse to 
make the private sector that receive enormous 
concessions from the government to provide 
reservation benefits for the SC/ST and other 
weaker communities.

Here we have to raise some questions. 
Has India moved in the direction Dr.Ambedkar 

wanted? Dr. Ambedkar wanted a society free 
of inequities and suppression. He dreamt of a 
society free of communal and caste wars. He 
visualised a strong and united India celebrating 
its diversity in religion, language, culture and 
traditions. But sadly the conditions of the poor 
and depressed sections of Indian society have 
not changed much. Caste polarisation is on the 
increase. Communal passions are fomented. 
Intolerance is rising. The rich diversity of India 
is under threat. Social and economic inequalities 
continue to persist. Ambedkar’s dream of a 
society based on socio- economic justice, human 
dignity and equality is yet to be realised. 

Articulating the urge of the downtrodden 
for self-realization during his famous address 
on the completion of the Draft Constitution on 
25 November 1949, Dr. Ambedkar cautioned 
that:

… The sooner room is made for the realization 
of their aspiration, the better for the few, 
the better for the country, the better 
for the maintenance of its independence 
and better for the continuance of its 
democratic structure. This can be done by 
the establishment of equality and fraternity 
in all spheres of life.
The principles of social justice, not the 

principles of the market, should be given 
importance in running the economic affairs of 
the State. This is what Dr. Ambedkar dreamt 
for India when he wrote the Constitution of 
India. Economic liberalisation may help in rapid 
economic growth but such growth for the sake 
of growth is lopsided and will not be beneficial 
for the well being of the large sections of the 
population. 

So what is the best tribute that we can 
pay to Dr Ambedkar? It is to get united to 
fight the forces of finance capital and oppose 
globalisation. It is to work for social amity and 
communal harmony by protecting secularist 
ideas. We should strive for the broadest 
mobilisation of the secular and democratic 
forces to fight the dangers posed by forces of 
neo liberalism and communalism. We should tell 
people that neo liberalism is against cannons 
of social democracy. We should also campaign 
that secularism is an integral part of democracy 
and without secularist ideasdemocracy itself will 
be in danger.  Mobilising all sections of people 
in such a struggle is the best tribute we can 
pay to Babasaheb Ambedkar on his 125th birth 
anniversary   .

                    The author is President, SCZIEF

The BJP whch was never comfortable 
with the struggles of Ambedkar on social 
justice is now trying to appropriate 
this national icon.  The government is 
observing the 125th birth anniversary 
of Dr. Ambedkar. The winter session of 
Parliament started with special sitting 
supposedly as part of this celebration, 
but without any legislative agenda on 
dalit issues.

14
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 – Its Background and Outcome
The Paris Climate Talks

The Paris talks and its outcome throw 
before the working class a few lessons. 
The ruling classes cannot be relied 
upon to combat the menace of global 
warming and climate change. They 
are insincere and hypocrites. They 
lack vision and are always guided by 
their narrow interests. The working class 
everywhere will have to intervene in a 
strong way. 

In the backdrop of a grave ecological crisis 
that threatens the very existence of this 

beautiful planet Earth, the world leaders met at 
Paris from November 30 to December 12.  The 
Paris summit was, in fact, the 21st Conference 
of Parties (COP-21) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). 

The journey from Rio to Paris was not a 
smooth one with rich nations particularly the 
United States putting up serious hurdles by 
not ratifying the Kyoto Protocol which intended 
to reduce the emissions of green house gases 
(GHG) to below 1990 levels. The rich nations 
did not want to abide by the legally binding 
emission reduction targets placed on them by 
the Kyoto Protocol though they were mainly 
responsible for the alarming rise in global 
temperature caused by their past industrial 
development. 

The period between the Rio summit and the 
latest one in Paris saw very little progress in 
tackling the imminent danger primarily because 
of the reluctance of the rich world to shift from 
traditional fossil fuels to renewable energy 
and help the poor and developing countries 
to reduce their dependence on fossil fuels. 
America, the second-biggest emitter of GHG, 
an be singled out as the main culprit as the 
superpower has been in a denial mode for long 
to recognise that the global warming is an issue 
which needs to be tackled on war footing. 

As early as in 1988, James Hansen, the 
former NASA scientist and who is considered as 
the father of global awareness of climate change, 
along with other NASA scientists, pointed out 

Ramkrishna Datta
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before a U.S. congressional committee that a 
phenomenon called the “greenhouse effect” 
was causing global warming. Excessive burning 
of fossil fuels – coal, oil and natural gas by 
human activities leads to an enhanced level 
of green house gases – carbon di oxide (CO2), 
Methane (CH4) and Nitrous Oxide (N2O) – in 
the atmosphere. This in turn results in global 
warming and abrupt climate change. The NASA 
group of scientists even suggested that there 
should be a “sharp reduction in the burning 
of coal, oil and other fossil fuels that release 
carbon di oxide”. 

But unfortunately, that suggestion was 
derided as political and unscientific by the 
American establishment for keeping their close 
relationship with the fossil fuel industry intact. 

Meanwhile, the world has witnessed 
increasing manifestations of climate change and 
its disastrous impacts. Heat-trapping GHG in the 
atmosphere are causing many effects : rising 
sea levels, melting ice, drought, extreme heat, 
unusual rainfall and floods. India Today’s  Editor-
in-Chief, Aroon Purie,  informs us : “ In 2015 
alone, we’ve seen floods in the arid Atacama 
desert of Chile, four concurrent cyclones in the 
eastern hemisphere and temperatures rising to 
17 degrees Celsius in frozen Antarctica. The year 
2015 will be the hottest in the planet’s history, 
only to be beaten by 2016”. (see December 14 
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issue). 
The recent unusual rainfall and  the resultant 

flood in Chennai have already taken away more 
than 300 lives and wiped away properties and 
livelihoods of lakhs of people. Though experts 
point  out El Nino as one of the major factors 
of this unusual rainfall, they do not rule out 
the possibility of global warming to be one of 
the causes. About the unprecedented flood in 
Chennai, there seem to be a unanimity of opinion 
between the experts and the environmentalists. 
They point out that ‘the greed of capital’ has led 
Chennai to an environmentally unsustainable 
development bringing things to such a pass.

It was in such a backdrop the Paris Summit 
took place. With so many world leaders 
gathering at Le Bourget, Paris on the opening 
day of the summit and the speeches some of 
them delivered subsequently,  many were led to 
believe that the Paris summit was indeed going 
to be a turning point and the global community 
would surely reach a landmark deal to save the 
Earth. Barack Obama, went on record as saying, 
“I come here as the leader of the world’s biggest 
economy and second–biggest emitter to say 
that America not only acknowledges its role in 
climate change but embraces doing something 
about it”. 

Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister of India, 

who sought to project himself as the messiah 
of the developing countries, told the gathering, 
“We want the world to act with urgency. We 
want a comprehensive, equitable and durable 
agreement in Paris, which must lead us to restore 
the balance between humanity and nature and 
between what we have inherited and what we 
will leave behind”. The media hype that followed 
raised the mercury of expectations further. But 
what was the outcome of the Paris talks ? 

Is it really a ‘historic deal’ that has been 
struck by nearly 200 governments ? Is it a win-
win situation for each and every nation ? Before 
finding answers, it is necessary to discuss in 
brief the basic goal of the Paris summit and the 
would-be ways and means through which that 
goal will be reached. 

The basic aim was to reach an agreement 
on how to keep the rise in global temperature 
below 2 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial 
period by the end  of the century by way of 
reducing GHG emissions in the atmosphere. 
Now, 2 degrees Celsius,  as pointed out by 
the concerned scientists,  is the tipping point 
beyond which there will be irreversible climate 
change and its unimaginable consequences. 
The member-states of UNFCCC were asked to 
submit their Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDCs) before Paris talks 
commenced. INDCs are supposed to declare in 
details steps and measures that each country 
can take voluntarily towards achieving the main 
objective of the UNFCCC: Keeping the rise in 
global temperature below 2 degrees Celsius. 
So, we find, the INDCs are voluntary and not 
legally binding. America announced a 26 percent 
reduction in emissions from 2005 levels by the 
year 2030 which is abysmally low and actually 
amounts to a mere 9 percent below the 1990 
level, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) baseline. The European Union’s 
commitment to cut emissions by 40 percent 
from 1990 level is much better than that of 
America. Still, this is less than what should be 
its fair share. Another important point to note 
is that voluntary reductions pledged by 196 
member nations through INDCs when added 
up would result in a 3.5 degrees Celsius rise 
in global temperature, which is well above the 
tipping point. Apart from mitigation,  other 
contentious issues the developing countries 
wanted to sort out through the Paris talks were 
: finance, adaptation, technology transfer and 
capacity building and loss compensation. From 

Thousands of pairs of shoes have been placed in 
Paris’s Place de la Republique in protest after a 
climate change march was cancelled in the wake of 
the terror attacks.
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the perspective of developing countries these 
issues were very important, particulary the issue 
of finance. The Paris agreement was supposed 
to decide how the INDCs would be implemented. 
So, sorting out all these issues were very vital 
for the Paris summit.

Immediately after the Paris Climate Talks 
had ended, the world leaders claimed that the 
outcome was a “historic deal” which would go 
a long way to combat the menance of global 
warming. They patted each other on the back 
and also called the Paris deal a “historic turning 
point”. Our Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, hailed 
the argeement as “climate justice”. The deal was 
also hailed,  by and large,  by the mainstream 
media. Are there really many things to cheer 
about the deal ?  The answer is a firm no. The 
world leaders are making such tall claims to 
hoodwink the people who are really concerned 
about the future of humanity and the planet. 
True, the agreement aims to keep the rise in 
global temperature “well below” 2 degrees 
Celsius from pre-industrial times to the end of 
this century and “endeavour to limit” it  even 
further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

But,  with the already declared voluntary 
cuts which would lead to 3.5 degrees Celsius 
rise in global temperature and in the absence of 
anything to enforce carbon emission reductions 
to get near this 2 degrees goal, the agreement 
sounds hollow. Second, the very important 
issue of climate finance – money which is to 
be given by developed nations to developing 
countries for helping them in their adaptation 
and mitigation efforts – finds mention only in 
the decision text and not in the agreement part 
of the text. There is nothing legally binding on 
rich nations, the worst offenders, to pay more 
than they are paying now. Media reports say 
that there is some mention about support for 
loss and damage in the text but it also clearly 
specifies that this will not be considered as 
liability or compensation. The phrase “historical 
responsibility” of the rich nations to fight 
climate change has been reported to be erased 
and this has diluted the obligations of the 
developed nations to take actions due to their 
past emissions. True, some words of Mr. Modi’s 
choice have found place in the text. But, where 
is the victory for climate justice as claimed by 
our Prime Minister ? In fact,  there are reports 
to suggest that Mr. Modi and his team also 
capitulated to the U.S. pressure and finally 
collaborated with the U.S. imperialism to  make 

the Paris agreement go the American way. The 
front page of Hindustan Times (Kolkata/METRO 
edition), dated December 14, 2015, carried a 
bold report titled, “Word play lands rich nations 
a sweet deal : US PREVAILS ‘Shall’ turns ‘should’ 
in 11th–hour talks, emission reduction targets 
become non-obligatory for elite club members” 
sent by Chetan Chauhan from Paris. The title 
itself explains many things. Despite that, I feel 
tempted  to quote from his report. Commenting 
on the late-night developments that took place 
in Paris, he wrote, “The developments also 
demonstrated the might of the US diplomatic 
machinery that got the word changed, identified 
as an error by the UN Secretariat, to take home 
a deal exactly the way President Barack Obama 
had envisaged”. He also wrote, “An hour before 
the final Paris agreement was tabled, the US 
team was  in the Indian office, explaining the 
rationale behind  getting “shall” in Article 4 of the 
agreement altered to “should”.” This was how the 
US gameplan succeeded. It is also worthwhile 
to mention that James Hansen expressed anger 
when he was asked to comment on the Paris 
talks after he had just returned from Paris. 

The Paris talks and its outcome throw before 
the working class a few lessons. The ruling 
classes cannot be relied upon to combat the 
menace of global warming and climate change. 
They are insincere and hypocrites. They lack 
vision and are always guided by their narrow 
interests. The working class everywhere will 
have to intervene in a strong way. The issue of 
climate change and sustainable development 
that respect the nature must be an important 
agenda of trade unions. It is now the historic 
responsibility of working class to save Mother 
Earth.

                            The Author is the President 
                             of Kolkata DLIEA-1

True, some words of Mr. Modi’s 
choice have found place in the text. 
But, where is the victory for climate 
justice as claimed by our Prime 
Minister ? In fact,  there are reports to 
suggest that Mr. Modi and his team 
also capitulated to the U.S. pressure 
and finally collaborated with the 
U.S. imperialism to  make the Paris 
agreement go the American way.

Insurance Worker
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Eyebrows will be raised when one finds that the 
post of Governor has the least qualifications 

prescribed under the Constitution. To become a 
Governor, one must have completed 35 years of 
age. An added disqualification for the post of the 
President of India is he should not be of unsound 
mind and an insolvent. All constitutional posts 
except those pertaining to the higher judiciary 
do not have any educational qualification to 
hold the post.

However, the Supreme Court in the Rajbala 
vs. State of Haryana case (Dec. 2015) upheld 
the validity of the Haryana Panchayati Raj 
(Amendment) Act requiring that a matriculate 
alone can hold the post of Panchayat president 
or ward member. Section 175 of the Act 
provides for a number of disqualifications from 
contesting a Panchayat election. A person will 
be disentitled to contest the election if he faces 
a criminal case for which 10-year imprisonment 
is prescribed and a charge has been framed. If 
he has to pay arrears to a co-operative society 
or has not cleared electricity bills, then also he 
will be disqualified. If a person does not have a 
functional toilet, he will be barred from contesting 
the election. These amendments made by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party government in Haryana 
take us back to the days of district boards of 
the thirties when the landed gentry alone were 
eligible to hold posts in local bodies.

Strange logic of exclusion
The Supreme Court adopted a strange logic 

while upholding these disqualifications. It held 
that the “proclaimed object of such classification 
is to ensure that those who seek election 
to panchayats have some basic education 
which enables them to more effectively 
discharge various duties which befall the elected 
representatives of the panchayats. The object 
sought to be achieved cannot be said to be 
irrational or illegal or unconnected with the 
scheme and purpose of the Act or provisions of 
Part IX of the Constitution”.

It did not matter to the Court that out 
of 96 lakh eligible voters, 42 lakh will be 
disqualified from contesting the elections. In 
case of Scheduled Castes, 68 per cent women 
and 41 per cent men will be disqualified from 
contesting.

The Court upheld the law by saying: “If it 
is constitutionally permissible to debar certain 
classes of people from seeking to occupy the 
constitutional offices, numerical dimension of 
such classes, in our opinion, should make no 
difference for determining whether prescription 
of such disqualification is constitutionally 
permissible unless the prescription is of such 
nature as would frustrate the constitutional 
scheme by resulting in a situation where holding 
of elections to these various bodies becomes 
completely impossible.”

Take past as precedent
It failed to note as to why the framers of 

the Constitution did not think it fit to include 
educational qualification as a basic requirement 
for the Members of Legislative Assemblies 
and Parliament. The judges themselves were 
appointed by the President of India, for 

Panchayats

The BJP-ruled States are 
experimenting with the 
Panchayat laws to make 
them elitist political institutions.                   
It is unfortunate that the 
Supreme Court should 
uphold these provisions and 
make Panchayats non-
representative bodies,says 
Justice K. Chandru , 
a retired judge of the Madras High Court.

Courtesy: The Hindu, 16th Dec.2015

must not be elitist
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which post itself no educational qualification 
is required. Article 171 provides for the 
composition of Legislative Councils in a State. 
It makes separate constituencies of graduates 
to elect members to the Legislative Council. It 
is obligatory to be a graduate to elect a certain 
proportion of members of the Legislative 
Council, but it is immaterial if the person elected 
is a graduate. The Supreme Court ruled in the 
S. Narayanaswami vs. G. Panneerselvam case in 
1972: “The concept of such representation does 
not carry with it, as a necessary consequence, 
the further notion that the representative must 
also possess the very qualifications of those 
he represents… it would be for the members 
of such a constituency themselves to decide 
whether a person who stands for election 
from their constituency possesses the right 
type of knowledge, experience, and wisdom 
which satisfy certain standards. It may well 
be that the Constitution makers, acting upon 
such a presumption, had intentionally left 
the educational qualifications of a candidate 
for election from the graduates constituency 
unspecified.”

For better part of the last 70 years, Tamil 
Nadu was ruled by at least seven Chief Ministers 
who were not matriculates. Many functionaries, 
both at the Centre and in States, have not 
completed school. It is by a 2002 constitutional 
amendment that education has been made 
compulsory for all children up to the age of 14 
years. The law giving effect to the provision was 
brought in some years later. Under that law, it 
is compulsory to educate children only up to 
class 8. The law made by Haryana is really anti-
poor, anti-Dalit and pro-rich and if enforced will 

create oligarchies.
Strange is the logic of disqualifying persons 

in arrears to electricity boards and cooperative 
societies. Non-payment of electricity charges 
will result in disconnection of supply and 
there may be disputes regarding service 
deficiency. How is such a condition to be made 
a disqualification?

Similarly, when people do not have their 
own shelter, insisting upon a functional toilet 
is a clear case of excluding the poor from the 
management of Panchayats. It is a duty of the 
Municipalities under Article 243W to provide for 
public conveniences. In the case of Panchayats, 
no reference is made to public conveniences 
and Article 243G only provides for panchayats 
to take care of health and sanitation. Crores 
of public and private funding have gone into 
providing for toilets in rural areas after taking 
note of lack of such facilities. Even today rural 
houses are given planning permits even when 
they have no provision for toilets in the plans.

A decade ago, a Haryana law making the two-
child norm a requisite qualification for standing 
in elections was upheld by the Supreme Court 
( Javed vs. Haryana, 2003 ).

The BJP-ruled States are experimenting with 
the Panchayat laws to make them elitist political 
institutions. It is unfortunate that the Supreme 
Court should uphold these provisions and make 
Panchayats non-representative bodies.

The fundamental flaw is due to courts 
holding the right to get elected as a statutory 
right and not a constitutional empowerment.

The Supreme Court adopted a strange logic while 
upholding these disqualifications. It did not matter to the Court 
that out of 96 lakh eligible voters, 42 lakh will be disqualified 
from contesting the elections. In case of Scheduled Castes, 

68 per cent women and 41 per cent men will 
be disqualified from contesting.

It failed to note as to why the framers of 
the Constitution did not think it fit to include 
educational qualification as a basic requirement 
for the Members of Legislative Assemblies 
and Parliament. The judges themselves were 
appointed by the President of India, for which 
post itself no educational qualification is 
required.
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ÌuÉMüÉxÉ ?
MæüxÉå AÉæU ÌMüxÉMüÉ

CxÉ oÉÉiÉ xÉå xÉpÉÏ sÉÉåaÉ mÉËUÍcÉiÉ WæûÇ ÌMü 2014 Måü sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ 
cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ qÉÑZrÉ qÉÑ¬É ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÉ jÉÉ| sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌuÉµÉÉxÉ jÉÉ ÌMü 
rÉÌS SåvÉ MüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ WûÉåaÉÉ iÉÉå ElWåûÇ pÉÏ CxÉMüÉ MÑüNû sÉÉpÉ AuÉvrÉ 
ÍqÉsÉåaÉÉ| ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüÐ AuÉkÉÉUhÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ MüÉsÉÉ kÉlÉ, pÉëw¹ÉcÉÉU 
qÉÑ£ü mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ, SæÌlÉMü eÉÃUiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ AÉxÉÉlÉÏ iÉjÉÉ CxÉ iÉUWû MüÐ 
AlÉåMü cÉÏeÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ jÉÏÇ| ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü qÉÑ¬å qÉåÇ oÉWÒûxÉÇZrÉMü uÉ 
AsmÉxÉÇZrÉMü ÌuÉpÉÉeÉlÉMüÉUÏ MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ iÉÉå ÌoÉsMÑüsÉ pÉÏ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ jÉÉ| WûÉÆ ExÉ xÉqÉrÉ MüÐ rÉÔ.mÉÏ.L.-2 xÉUMüÉU MüÐ NûÌuÉ 
uÉ MüÉrÉï-ÌuÉÍkÉ ExÉqÉåÇ AuÉvrÉ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ jÉÏ ÎeÉxÉMåü vÉÉxÉlÉ Måü 
AliÉaÉïiÉ MüÉårÉsÉÉ bÉÉåOûÉsÉÉ, xmÉåYOíûqÉ bÉÉåOûÉsÉÉ uÉ AlrÉ xjÉÉlÉÏrÉ 
uÉ UÉ·íÏrÉ xiÉU Måü bÉÉåOûÉsÉå WÒûL jÉå| rÉWûÏ MüÉUhÉ jÉÉ ÌMü 2014 
Måü sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ ÌlÉuÉÉïcÉlÉ Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ AMåüsÉå pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ 
mÉÉOûÏï (pÉÉeÉmÉÉ) MüÉå xmÉ¹ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ ÍqÉsÉÉ AÉæU ExÉlÉå 282 xjÉÉlÉ 
eÉÏiÉMüU ËUMüÉQïû MüÉrÉqÉ ÌMürÉÉ| 1984 Måü oÉÉS rÉWû mÉWûsÉÉ AuÉxÉU 
jÉÉ eÉoÉ ÌMüxÉÏ LMü UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü SsÉ MüÉå sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ 
qÉåÇ xmÉ¹ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ mÉëÉmiÉ WÒûAÉ jÉÉ| 

mÉUliÉÑ lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ Måü lÉå¨ÉAiuÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ MüÐ xÉUMüÉU lÉå 
lÉ MåüuÉsÉ ElWûÏÇ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå eÉÉUÏ UZÉÉ 
ÎeÉlWåûÇ iÉiMüÉsÉÏlÉ rÉÔ.mÉÏ.L.-2 mÉëvÉÉxÉlÉ AmÉlÉÉ UWûÉ jÉÉ oÉÎsMü 
ElWåûÇ AÉæU iÉåeÉÏ AÉæU iÉÉMüiÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉÉ vÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ| 
eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå rÉÔ0mÉÏ0L0 mmÉç xÉUMüÉU MüÐ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü 
iÉÉå lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉÏ| uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉUMüÉU Måü xÉÉUå MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ eÉæxÉå AÍkÉMü 
qÉÉ§ÉÉ qÉåÇ mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ, ÌQûÎeÉOûsÉ CÎhQûrÉÉ, qÉåMü ClÉ 
CÎhQûrÉÉ, xuÉwNûiÉÉ ÍqÉvÉlÉ AÉæU xqÉÉOïû ÍxÉOûÏ ÍqÉvÉlÉ AÉÌS ClWûÏÇ 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå Måü AÉæeÉÉU jÉå| 
mÉUliÉÑ CxÉ xÉUMüÉU lÉå LåxÉÏ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉÉ 
vÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ ÎeÉlÉxÉå UÉ·íÏrÉ LMüiÉÉ MüÉå WûÏ ZÉiÉUÉ mÉæSÉ WûÉå 
aÉrÉÉ| CxÉlÉå AÉeÉÉSÏ xÉå mÉWûsÉå AÉæU AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü oÉÉS pÉÏ ESÉU 
xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU ÌuÉUÉqÉ sÉaÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ AÉæU xÉUSÉU oÉssÉpÉ 
pÉÉD mÉOåûsÉ MüÉå eÉuÉÉWûUsÉÉsÉ lÉåWûÃ Måü ÌuÉÃ® ZÉÄQûÉ MüUMåü 
AÉeÉÉSÏ Måü AÉlSÉåsÉlÉ MüÉå WûÏ ÌuÉpÉÉÎeÉiÉ MüU ÌSrÉÉ| CiÉlÉÉ WûÏ 
lÉWûÏÇ, ExÉlÉå oÉWÒûxÉÇZrÉMü xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉÉ 
vÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ| pÉÉeÉmÉÉ Måü AkrÉ¤É AÍqÉiÉ vÉÉWû uÉ ZÉÑS mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
lÉå ÌoÉWûÉU ÌuÉkÉÉlÉxÉpÉÉ Måü ÌlÉuÉÉïcÉlÉ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ qÉåÇ LåxÉÏ oÉÉiÉåÇ MüWûÏÇ 
eÉÉå xÉÉÇmÉëSÉÌrÉMüiÉÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU SåvÉ MüÉå oÉÉÇOûiÉÏ jÉÏÇ| CxÉMåü 
xÉÉjÉ-xÉÉjÉ xÉÇuÉækÉÉÌlÉMü mÉSÉåÇ, UÉ·íÏrÉ qÉWûiuÉ Måü xuÉiÉl§É xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ 
uÉ vÉæ¤ÉÍhÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ LåxÉå sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå ÌlÉrÉÑ£ü ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ 
eÉÉå UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü ÃmÉ xÉå vÉÉxÉMü mÉÉOûÏï Måü xÉqÉjÉïMü jÉå? pÉsÉå 
WûÏ uÉå CxÉ ÌlÉrÉÑÌ£ü Måü rÉÉåarÉ WûÉåÇ rÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ| ÌuÉZrÉÉiÉ oÉÑÌ®eÉÏÌuÉrÉÉåÇ 
MüÐ CxÉÍsÉrÉå WûirÉÉ MüU SÏ aÉrÉÏ YrÉÉåÇÌMü uÉå vÉÉxÉMü SsÉ MüÐ 
ÌuÉcÉÉUkÉÉUÉ xÉå xÉWûqÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉå| 

MÑüsÉ ÍqÉsÉÉMüU xÉÏqÉÉÇiÉ xÉÇaÉPûlÉ qÉÑZrÉkÉÉUÉ qÉåÇ AÉ aÉrÉå WæûÇ AÉæU 
xÉUMüÉU pÉÏ ClÉMåü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ sÉaÉÏ Wæû| uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ 
xÉUMüÉU Måü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ xÉå eÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå ÌmÉNûsÉÏ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ AÉÍjÉïMü 
lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå NÒûOûMüÉUÉ iÉÉå lÉWûÏÇ ÍqÉsÉÉ EsOåû UÉ·íÏrÉ uÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü 
LMüiÉÉ MüÉå pÉÏ ZÉiÉUÉ mÉæSÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ| ClÉ xÉÉUÏ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ ZÉÑsÉÉxÉÉ 
sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÍpÉrÉÉlÉ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| 
SÉSUÏ Måü mÉÉxÉ qÉÉåWûqqÉS AZÉsÉÉMü MüÐ oÉÏTü ZÉÉlÉå Måü xÉÇSåWû 
qÉÉ§É qÉåÇ mÉÏOû-mÉÏOû MüU WûirÉÉ MüU SålÉå MüÐ bÉOûlÉÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉrÉå 

ÌMüxÉÏ ÌoÉeÉsÉÏ Måü fÉOûMåü xÉå MüqÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÏ| ÌoÉWûÉU ÌuÉkÉÉlÉxÉpÉÉ 
Måü lÉiÉÏeÉå ClWûÏÇ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ Måü mÉËUhÉÉqÉ jÉå eÉoÉÌMü xuÉrÉÇ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
lÉå uÉWûÉÆ eÉÉMüU xÉbÉlÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ mÉëcÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ|

lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS YrÉÉ Wæû AÉæU CxÉMüÐ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÆ MæüxÉå 
oÉlÉiÉÏ WæûÇ ? LÍsÉeÉÉoÉåjÉ qÉÉOûÏïlÉåeÉ uÉ AÉlÉÉåïsQûÉå aÉÉÍxÉïrÉÉ Måü 
AlÉÑxÉÉU lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS LåxÉÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ LMü xÉqÉÔWû Wæû 
eÉÉå ÌmÉNûsÉå 25-30 uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ oÉWÒûiÉ urÉÉmÉMü WÒûD WæûÇ| rÉWû MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ 
SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ pÉU qÉåÇ vÉÌ£üvÉÉsÉÏ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ eÉæxÉå ÌMü AliÉUUÉ·íÏrÉ 
qÉÑSìÉ MüÉåwÉ, ÌuÉµÉ oÉæÇMü uÉ AliÉU-AqÉUÏMüÐ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ oÉæÇMü ²ÉUÉ sÉÉaÉÔ 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| MüqÉ WûÉåiÉå WÒûL qÉÑlÉÉTåü MüÐ SU eÉæxÉå mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉSÏ 
xÉÇMüOûÉåÇ lÉå ÌmÉNûsÉå 25 uÉwÉÉåïÇ qÉåÇ ClWåûÇ eÉlqÉ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ ÌuÉÍvÉ¹ 
ÌlÉaÉqÉÉåÇ lÉå AÉÍjÉïMü ESÉUuÉÉS MüÉå eÉÏÌuÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| rÉWûÏ CxÉå 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS oÉlÉÉiÉÉ Wæû AjÉÉïiÉ mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉSÏ xÉÇMüOû MüÉå WûsÉ MüUlÉå 
Måü ÍsÉrÉå AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ ÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ| AÉæU xuÉÉpÉÉÌuÉMü ÃmÉ 
xÉå LåxÉÏ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉÆ AÉqÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü ÌuÉÃ® WûÏ WûÉåiÉÏ WæûÇ| 
AqÉUÏMüÉ Måü UÉ·ímÉÌiÉ UÉålÉÉsQû UÏaÉlÉ LuÉÇ ÌoÉëÌOûvÉ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ qÉÉaÉïUåOû 
jÉæcÉU MüÐ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ 
xÉÇ¥ÉÉ SÏ aÉD Wæû|

 lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS MüÐ rÉÉSåÇ LQûqÉ ÎxqÉjÉ iÉjÉÉ eÉÊlÉ qÉålÉÉQïû 
MüÐlxÉ xÉå pÉÏ eÉÑÄQûÏ WÒûD WæûÇ| LQûqÉ ÎxqÉjÉ lÉå 1776 qÉåÇ mÉëMüÉÍvÉiÉ 
AmÉlÉÏ mÉÑxiÉMü `uÉåsjÉ AÉTü lÉåvÉlxÉ' qÉåÇ oÉÉeÉÉU MüÐ vÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
mÉëqÉÑZÉiÉÉ mÉëSÉlÉ MüÐ iÉjÉÉ AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉUÏ WûxiÉ¤ÉåmÉ 
MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ lÉWûÏÇ WûÉålÉå MüÐ uÉMüÉsÉiÉ MüÐ| ClÉ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå AÉÍjÉïMü 
ESÉUuÉÉS MüWûÉ aÉrÉÉ mÉUliÉÑ rÉWû AÉÍjÉïMü ESÉUuÉÉS mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉSÏ SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ 
Måü xÉÇMüOû MüÉå WûsÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU mÉÉrÉÉ iÉjÉÉ 1930 qÉåÇ uÉWû ÌTüU `aÉëåOû 
ÌQûmÉëåvÉlÉ' MüÉ ÍvÉMüÉU WÒûD| 

CxÉ ?aÉëåOû ÌQûmÉëåvÉlÉ? Måü xÉÇMüOû MüÉå AqÉUÏMüÉ Måü eÉÊlÉ qÉålÉÉQïû 
MüÐlxÉ Måü mÉUÉqÉvÉï ²ÉUÉ WûsÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ iÉjÉÉ AqÉUÏMüÉ Måü UÉ·ímÉÌiÉ 
ÃeÉuÉåsOû lÉå AmÉlÉå `lrÉÔ QûÏsÉ' ÍxÉ²ÉliÉ qÉåÇ MüÐlxÉ Måü mÉUÉqÉvÉï MüÉå 
mÉëqÉÑZÉiÉÉ mÉëSÉlÉ MüÐ| MüÐlxÉ lÉå MüWûÉ jÉÉ ÌMü ?aÉëåOû ÌQûmÉëåvÉlÉ? MüÉå 
xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå erÉÉSÉ xÉå erÉÉSÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉåUÉåeÉaÉÉU 
mÉëSÉlÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå AÉæU CxÉMåü ÍsÉrÉå AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU Måü WûxiÉ¤ÉåmÉ MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû| CxÉ mÉëMüÉU MüÐlxÉ MüÐ 
xÉWûÉrÉiÉÉ xÉå LMü LåxÉå ÍxÉ²ÉliÉ MüÉ mÉëÌiÉmÉÉSlÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ ÎeÉxÉMüÐ 
xÉWûÉrÉiÉÉ xÉå AÉÍjÉïMü lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ qÉãÇ xÉUMüÉU Måü WûxiÉ¤ÉåmÉ MüÉå EÍcÉiÉ 
PûWûUÉrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ| 

mÉUliÉÑ lÉooÉå Måü SvÉMü qÉåÇ mÉÔÆeÉÏuÉÉSÏ xÉÇMüOû Måü aÉpÉï xÉå ÌTüU 
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lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS MüÉ eÉlqÉ WÒûAÉ eÉÉå ApÉÏ iÉMü SÒÌlÉrÉÉÆ MüÉå mÉUåvÉÉlÉ 
MüU UWûÉ Wæû| lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS Måü qÉÑZrÉ iÉiuÉ MÑüNû CxÉ mÉëMüÉU 
WæûÇÈ- (A) oÉÉeÉÉU MüÉ vÉÉxÉlÉ (oÉ) xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ Måü ÍsÉrÉå 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü urÉrÉ qÉåÇ MüOûÉæiÉÏ (xÉ) xÉUMüÉU Måü ÌlÉrÉqÉlÉ MüÐ xÉqÉÉÎmiÉ 
(S) ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ (rÉ) eÉlÉiÉÉ uÉ xÉqÉÑSÉrÉ MüÐ pÉsÉÉD MüÐ AuÉkÉÉUhÉÉ 
MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ MüUlÉÉ (U) AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ ÌuÉµÉ-AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü 
xÉÉjÉ LMüÐMüUhÉ| rÉÌS ClÉ iÉiuÉÉåÇ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU SåZÉÉ eÉÉL iÉÉå 
uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ LsÉ0mÉÏ0eÉÏ0 lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ 
xÉcÉ AÉxÉÉlÉÏ xÉå xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| 

xÉUMüÉU ²ÉUÉ MüsrÉÉhÉMüÉUÏ UÉerÉ (uÉåsÉTåürÉU xOåûOû) MüÐ                    
AuÉkÉÉUhÉÉ MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| ÌuÉÍpÉ³É qÉSÉåÇ eÉæxÉå ÌMü 
ZÉÉ± xÉÑU¤ÉÉ AÍkÉÌlÉrÉqÉ, ZÉÉS, MüÎwwÉ uÉ DÇkÉlÉ mÉU SÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ 
xÉÎoxÉÌQûrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ MüOûÉæiÉÏ MüUlÉå MüÐ MüÉåÍvÉvÉ MüÐ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| 2015-
16 Måü oÉeÉOû qÉåÇ xÉåuÉÉAÉåÇ Måü xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü urÉrÉ qÉåÇ AlkÉÉkÉÑlkÉ 
MüOûÉæiÉÏ MüÐ aÉD jÉÏ| xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü E±qÉÉåÇ MüÉ ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû AÉæU CxÉ mÉëMüÉU MüÐ ZÉoÉU jÉÏ ÌMü xÉUMüÉU 
UhÉlÉÏÌiÉMü ÌuÉ¢ürÉ MüÉå mÉëÉåixÉÉÌWûiÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| AÉD.QûÏ.oÉÏ.AÉD. 
oÉæÇMü MüÉå ÌuÉµÉ oÉæÇMü MüÐ LMü vÉÉZÉÉ ClOûUlÉåvÉlÉsÉ TüÉClÉåÇÍxÉrÉsÉ 
MüÉåUmÉÉåUåvÉlÉ MüÉå oÉåcÉå eÉÉlÉå MüÉ xÉqÉÉcÉÉU mÉëMüÉÍvÉiÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| CxÉ 
uÉwÉï xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü E±qÉÉåÇ Måü vÉårÉU oÉåcÉMüU 69,500 MüUÉåÄQû 
ÃmÉrÉå AÎeÉïiÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ sÉ¤rÉ UZÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû eÉÉåÌMü LMü ËUMüÉQïû Wæû| 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü UÉåeÉaÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉå bÉOûÉMüU ?ÍqÉlÉÏqÉqÉ aÉuÉlÉïqÉÇ?Oû qÉæYxÉÏqÉqÉ 
aÉuÉlÉåïÇxÉ? Måü sÉ¤rÉ MüÉå mÉëÉmiÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ 
ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MüÉå WûU MüÐqÉiÉ mÉU AÉMüÌwÉïiÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ MüÉåÍvÉvÉ MüÐ eÉÉ 
UWûÏ Wæû| ÌmÉNûsÉå WûÏ qÉÉWû xÉUMüÉU lÉå ÌoÉëOåûlÉ uÉ eÉÏ-20 xÉqÉÔWû MüÐ 
OûMüÏï qÉåÇ AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ oÉæPûMü Måü PûÏMü mÉWûsÉå 15 ¤Éå§ÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉëirÉ¤É 
ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ qÉåÇ ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ SÏ jÉÏÇ ÎeÉlÉqÉåÇ U¤ÉÉ, lÉÉaÉËUMü EQèQûrÉlÉ, 
ÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ uÉ mÉëÉCuÉåOû oÉæÇMü vÉÉÍqÉsÉ jÉå| 

SåvÉ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ uÉwÉï 2011-
12 qÉåÇ AÉrÉÉ jÉÉ eÉÉå 46 ÌoÉÍsÉrÉlÉ QûÉsÉU jÉÉ AÉæU CxÉqÉåÇ xÉå 
sÉaÉpÉaÉ 35 AUoÉ QûÉsÉU CÎYuÉOûÏ qÉåÇ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| 
rÉÌS pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ 2 ZÉUoÉ QûÉsÉU MüÐ pÉÏ WûÉå iÉÉå pÉÏ 
mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MÑüsÉ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉ 2.3 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ WûÏ 
Wæû eÉoÉÌMü bÉUåsÉÔ oÉcÉiÉåÇ CxÉ xÉqÉrÉ pÉÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÐ 30 
mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü oÉUÉoÉU Wæû? AÉæU ElWåûÇ mÉëÉåixÉÉÌWûiÉ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ xÉUMüÉU 
MüÐ ÌoÉsMÑüsÉ pÉÏ ÌSsÉcÉxmÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ eÉoÉÌMü 2007-08 qÉåÇ rÉå 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü 37 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü oÉUÉoÉU jÉÏÇ| oÉÏqÉÉ Måü ¤Éå§É qÉåÇ 
pÉÏ xÉÇxÉS xÉå MüÉlÉÔlÉ mÉÉËUiÉ MüUÉMüU xÉUMüÉU lÉå mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ 
ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MüÐ xÉÏqÉÉ 26 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉå oÉÄRûÉMüU 49 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ MüU SÏ 

Wæû iÉjÉÉ AÉqÉ oÉÏqÉÉ MüÐ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ Måü ÌlÉeÉÏMüUhÉ MüÉ 
UÉxiÉÉ xÉÉTü MüU ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ Måü CxÉ mÉërÉÉxÉ 
Måü uÉÉoÉeÉÔS 2015 MüÐ eÉlÉuÉUÏ xÉå AaÉxiÉ qÉÉWû Måü qÉkrÉ rÉWû 
2.36 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå Måü oÉUÉoÉU jÉÉ eÉoÉÌMü uÉwÉï  2014 MüÐ 
xÉqÉÉlÉ AuÉÍkÉ qÉåÇ rÉWû 3.32 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå jÉÉ| eÉÉÌWûU Wæû 
ÌMü mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ LMü qÉëaÉ-qÉUÏÍcÉMüÉ WûÏ xÉÉÌoÉiÉ WÒûAÉ 
Wæû AÉæU CxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ bÉUåsÉÔ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ mÉU pÉÏ lÉMüÉUÉiqÉMü AxÉU 
mÉÄQûÉ Wæû| AÉæU mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ MüÉå oÉcÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå sÉaÉpÉaÉ 
35 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ qÉÉUÏvÉxÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU xÉå AÉrÉÉ Wæû| MüU oÉcÉÉlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉL sÉaÉpÉaÉ 35 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ mÉëirÉ¤É ÌuÉSåvÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ qÉÉUÏvÉxÉ Måü 
qÉÉkrÉqÉ xÉå AÉrÉÉ Wæû| 

WûÉÆ xÉUMüÉU lÉå kÉlÉuÉÉlÉÉåÇ uÉ lÉæaÉqÉ ¤Éå§É Måü sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå AuÉvrÉ 
MüUÉåÇ qÉåÇ ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ SÏ Wæû ÎeÉxÉMåü MüÉUhÉ aÉUÏoÉ uÉ AqÉÏU Måü oÉÏcÉ 
MüÉ AliÉU AÉæU oÉÄRûÉ Wæû| LMü xÉqÉÉcÉÉU Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU SåvÉ qÉåÇ 
MüUÉåÄQûmÉÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ iÉÏlÉ aÉÑlÉå xÉå AÍkÉMü MüÐ uÉÎw® WÒûD 
Wæû iÉjÉÉ LMü mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ kÉlÉuÉÉlÉ sÉÉåaÉ 49 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉqmÉÍ¨É Måü 
xuÉÉqÉÏ WæûÇ| ÌoÉeÉlÉåxÉ xOæûÇQûQïû MüÐ LMü ZÉoÉU Måü AlÉÑxÉÉU 2015 
qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉëuÉiÉïMüÉåÇ MüÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ bÉOûMüU 43.4 
mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ UWû aÉrÉÉ eÉÉå 2008 qÉåÇ 48.7 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ jÉÉ| CxÉÏ mÉëMüÉU 
xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É MüÐ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉëuÉiÉïMüÉåÇ MüÉ ÌWûxxÉÉ 2015 
qÉåÇ bÉOûMüU 67 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ UWû aÉrÉÉ eÉÉå 2005 qÉåÇ 75 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü 
sÉaÉpÉaÉ jÉÉ AÉæU LåxÉÉ ÌlÉUliÉU ÌuÉÌlÉuÉåvÉ Måü MüÉUhÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| uÉWûÏÇ 
ÌuÉSåvÉÏ MüqmÉÌlÉrÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ mÉëuÉiÉïMüÉåÇ MüÐ ÌWûxxÉåSÉUÏ 2015 qÉåÇ oÉÄRûMüU 
64 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÏ eÉÉåÌMü 2005 qÉåÇ 51.6 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü ÌlÉcÉsÉå 
xiÉU mÉU jÉÏ|

CxÉ xÉoÉxÉå xÉÉTü Wæû ÌMü uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉUMüÉU xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü ÌuÉbÉOûlÉ 
LuÉÇ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS Måü ExÉ AÉÍjÉïMü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå sÉÉaÉÔ MüU UWûÏ 
Wæû ÎeÉxÉMüÉ 2014 Måü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ ExÉlÉå lÉÉqÉ iÉMü lÉWûÏÇ 
ÍsÉrÉÉ jÉÉ| ExÉlÉå ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü UÉxiÉå MüÉå NûÉåÄQû WûÏ ÌSrÉÉ Wæû| vÉÉxÉMü 
SsÉ AmÉlÉå eÉÉlÉå qÉÉlÉå xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü uÉ AÉÍjÉïMü MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ MüÉå WûÏ 
sÉÉaÉÔ MüUlÉå qÉåÇ sÉaÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉrÉÉåÇ xÉå ÌuÉMüÉxÉ 
MæüxÉå xÉÇpÉuÉ Wæû AÉæU YrÉÉ MÑüNû  kÉlÉuÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüUlÉÉ WûÏ 
mÉrÉÉïmiÉ Wæû ̀ rÉÌS eÉlÉiÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü xÉUMüÉU' xÉoÉ MüÉ xÉÉjÉ xÉoÉ 
MüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ? Måü UÉxiÉå mÉU cÉsÉå iÉÉå ExÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï uÉ LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå iÉærÉÉU UWûlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ- uÉæxÉÏ WûÏ LMüeÉÑOûiÉÉ eÉÉå 2 ÍxÉiÉqoÉU Måü 
ÌSlÉ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü AlSU SåZÉlÉå MüÉå ÍqÉsÉÏ jÉÏ|

It is clear that the present Govt is implementing 
the programme of communal polarisation and 
neoliberalism  that was not even mentioned during 
the 2014 election campaign, and its much tom-
tomed ‘Development ‘ plank has meant  prosperity 
for a few rich sections.  If the people want the Govt 
to really pursue the promised ‘Sab ka saath, Sab ka 
vikaas’ path, then there is no alternaive than a united 
struggle, as seen during the  Sept.2 General Strike. 
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The Annual General Council 
Meeting of ICEU Bangalore 

Division I and II was held on 
28th and 29th of November 
2015.  The Meeting began 
with the hoisting of flag by 
Com D.Suresh President, 
ICEU Bangalore I amidst 
thunderous slogans.  Com. 
K.Venugopal Rao, President, 
SCZIEF inaugurated the 
conference.

 In his inaugural address 
Com Venugopal gave a 
vivid picture about the 
developments in international, 
national, industry and on 
wage revision.  He said that 
the world is still in the grip of 
the crisis that hit economies 
across the globe in the year 
2008. The ruling classes 
are trying to overcome this 
crisis by imposing harsh 
austerity measures on the 
working people in the form of 
attacks on wages, jobs and 
all social security measures. 
He pointed out that this 
ruling class offensive is being 

General Council Meeting of 
Bangalore Divisions I& II

challenged by the working 
class in all countries. He 
also explained about the 
rising fundamentalism in 
many countries. He was 
critical about the present 
NDA government which 
came to power by making 
false promises to the people 
and youth of this country. 
He pointed out that the 
NDA government has taken 

a complete U turn from 
the promises it had made 
before elections. The NDA is 
continuing to pursue the same 
neoliberal policies aggressively 
which has created misery to 
the common people. He also 
explained the achievement of 
AIIEA in getting a splendid 
wage revision, and how it 
successfully adopted the 
strategy and tactics in uniting 
the employees and officers 
and defeating the imposition 
of wage pattern of analogous 
institutions. 

Com. Amanulla Khan, 
President, AIIEA, called 
Bangalore a vibrant centre 
for democratic movement 
in Karnataka. He gave a 
detailed account of the tactics 
adopted to win a splendid 
wage revision.  He gave full 
credit of this achievement 
to the employees who 
stood by the AIIEA, shared 
its understanding and 
implemented the calls of the 
Joint Front. He requested the 
comrades to strengthen the 
organization and LIC in order 
to protect the gains made 
through the wage revision. He 
pointed out to the challenges 
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of securing another pension 
option and other demands. He 
said the gains secured can be 
defended and new demands 
can be won only if we have a 
correct political understanding 
and do not allow divisive 
forces to divide our unity. 
Today the idea of India which 
is based on equality of all, 
secularism and recognizing 
the plurality of Indian culture 
is under attack.  This idea is 
under attack not only from 
what commonly is called as 
fringe elements but also the 
Ministers in the government 
and leaders of the political 
party that is leading the NDA. 
These forces are making all 
efforts to erase our shared 
history of over 1000 years and 
refused to respect the diversity 
and plurality of Indian culture. 
Any opinion that is contrary to 
the majoritarian view is being 
attacked and dubbed anti-
nation. There is growing trend 
to stifle the voice of dissent. 
This poses a real challenge to 
the unity of the nation and 
democracy itself. He asked the 
employees to remain vigilant 
and defend the unity of the 
people and thwart all attempts 

to divide the working class on 
the lines of religion, region, 
language and caste.  

The General Council was 
also greeted by Com.B.Prem 
Kumar, General Secretary, 
BRGIEA, Com. C.N.C. Rao, 
ICPA, and Com.J.Suresh, 
Joint Secretary, SCZIEF.

The General Council 
witnessed emotional moments 
when Com. Amanulla 
Khan, released the logo of 
Diamond Jubilee of ICEU. 
Com Amanulla Khan, 
Com.K.Venugopal Rao, and 
Com.J.Suresh were felicitated 
during the conference.

Later in the delegate 
session, the General 
Secretaries of the two divisions 
presented the report. More 
than 35 delegates discussed 
about the report. The unique 
feature of the discussion 
was the participation of 
nearly 16 women comrades. 
The deliberations were of 
a very high standard that 
showed the maturity of the 
organization. The discussions 
not only were on issues 
relating to the industry but 
also on weighty issues like 
the role of imperialism in the 

spread of terror and war. 
The Report was unanimously 
adopted after the summing 
up. The audited statements 
of accounts presented 
by Com S.R.Deepak, 
Treasurer, Bangalore I and 
com B.Yashoda, Treasurer 
Bangalore II were also 
unanimously adopted. The 
Conference unanimously 
passed various resolutions 
appreciating AIIEA for its 
splendid wage revision, 
demanding one more option 
for pension, recognition to 
AIIEA, clean environment of 
office, against atrocities on 
dalits and women, a resolution 
was also passed to make 
diamond jubilee celebrations 
of ICEU a grand success.

The General Council 
unanimously elected 
Coms.D.Suressh, S.K.Geetha 
and S.R.Deepak, as President, 
General Secretary and 
Treasurer respectively of 
ICEU, Bangalore 1. The 
Conference also elected Coms 
P.Nagendra, K.Gopal, and 
B.N.Yashoda from Bangalore 
DO-2.

It was a very successful 
conference. The presence of 
over 800 employees in the 
inaugural session showed 
the enthusiasm and love 
of the employees to their 
beloved AIIEA. The high 
level of discussions clearly 
demonstrated the progress of 
the organization in inculcating 
the correct political and 
ideological understanding. The 
Conference ended successfully 
with great confidence and 
determination to defend the 
hard won rights, protect LIC 
and further strengthen the 
AIIEA.  
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The 22nd General Council meeting 
of ICEU, Chennai Division II 

was held on 21.11.2015.
The Conference began with 

paying of respectful homage to 
Com. R. Narayanan, former Vice 
President, AIIEA, who passed 
away on 20.11.2015 at Dindugal.

The meeting was presided over 
by Com. M. Dhanaselvam, President, 
ICEU.  Com K.Manoharan,General 
Secretary welcomed the delegates 

ICEU Chennai Division 2 
22nd Conference

and observers.
 Com.K.Venugopal, Vice-

President, AIIEA inaugurated 
the Conference.  In his inaugural 
address, he spoke at length at as 
to how tactically the AIIEA dealt 
with the wage negotiations & how 
we could clinch such a splendid 
wage revision.  He also shared with 
the Comrades his views on what is 
expected of us, as members of the 
AIIEA and employees of LIC, in 

protecting and consolidating our 
organization.  We should realize 
that the benefits we have achieved 
could be sustained only by our 
continuous effort in protecting 
and promoting the interests of our 
industry.

About 150 blank cheques given 
by our Comrades, being payment 
of levy in advance, as a token of 
appreciation & gratitude towards 
our Organization were  handed over 
to  Com.KVenugopal.

The Vote of Thanks was 
proposed by Com. R. Sindhuja, 
Tr e a s u r e r ,  I C E U , C h e n n a i 
Division II.  Over 375 comrades 
enthusiastically participated in the 
Inaugural Session, despite heavy 
rains. 

In the Delegates Session that 
followed, the Report and audited 
statement of accounts were accepted 
unanimously. The Conference 
unanimously elected Com. M. 
Dhanaselvam  as President, Com . 
K. Manoharan as GeneralSecretary  
and Com. R. Sindhuja as Treasurer 
for the ensuing term.

The 18th Annual General 
Conference of the 

Bongaigaon Division Insurance 
Employees’ Association (BDIEA) 
was held on 15th November 2015 
at ‘Shova Bhawan’ in the heart of  
Bongaigaon.

The conference started with 
the flag hoisting by Com. Jugal 
Daimary, President, BDIEA, 
amidst thunderous slogans. The 
floral tributes were paid to the 

18th Conference of
Bongaigaon DIEA

martyrs column thereafter first 
by Com. Bhaben Kalita, Vice 
President, EZIEA followed by 
others.

The Conference was 
inaugurated by Com. Dhrubajyoti 
Ganguly, Joint Secretary, 
EZIEA. Giving details of the 
tactics adopted by AIIEA to 
successfully achieve a splendid 
Wage Revision, he thanked 
every member of AIIEA for 

their support. He opined that 
for greater interest of Nation 
and its public we must work 
for protection and expansion 
of our industry irrespective of 
class & cadre. He also spoke 
about the attack unleashed by the 
ruling class on the public sector 
in general and public sector 
insurance in particular. He dealt 
with economic policy of present 
govt. and criticized the politics of 
communalism, hatred & religious 
polarization.

Com. Bhaben Kalita, Vice 
President, EZIEA and Com. 
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Annual General Body Meeting 
of Insurance Corporation 

Employees Union Goa was held at 
‘Mhalsa Hall’ Panaji Goa on Sunday 
the 13th December 2015. Comrades 
came from allparts ofGoa to attend 
the conference.  The heartening 
feature was the presence of a large 
number of women comrades in the 
conference. 

 Meet ing s tar ted with 

Annual General Body Meeting 
  of ICEU Goa Division

lighting of traditional lamp, there 
after a welcome song was presented 
by women comrades. Before 
commencement of meeting homage 
was paid to all departed comrades as 
well as those who have lost their lives 
in recent unprecedented Chennai 
flood. Com. Mrs. AashaHalgekar 
was the compere for the function.

While delivering his inaugural 
address Com. Bhatt spoke at length 

on the issue of wage revision 
which was successfully clinched 
under the leadership of AIIEA. He 
apprised members of the hurdles 
that were faced at different stages 
and to overcome the same what 
were tactics/strategies used by 
AIIEA. How the Joint front of LIC 
employees was formed and how it 
helped in reaching an unprecedented 
wage revision. Com Bhat said that 
after the successful wage struggle, 
the organization has to now decide 
the struggle to secure another 
pension option. He cautioned the 
employees to remain vigilant to 
defend the gains as no benefit came 
without a struggle. He made it clear 
that the interests of the employees 
and LIC can be advanced only when 
the AIIEA is strengthened. He asked 
the cadres of ICEU, Goa to take all 
necessary steps to consolidate the 
organization.

T h e r e a f t e r ,  E x e c u t i v e 
Committees report was presented 
by pres ident  com.  Narayan 
N a g a r s e k a r a n d  C o m . M r s . 
KetanRasaikar presented accounts. 
Both Executive Committee report 
and Accounts were accepted by the 
house. The conference unanimously 
decided to donate Rs.20000 for the 
Chennai Flood Relief Fund and 
also give a call to the employees to 
donate generously to this task.

The Conference unanimously 
elected Com Ashok Bandekar as 
President, Com AashaVelingkar 
as General Secretary and Com 
JeetendraLotlikar as Treasurer for 
the ensuing term. The conference 
also elected Com Shweta Tar as 
Women Convenor.

The conference came to a 
successful close with vote of thanks 
by Com Darwin Cardozo Joint 
Secretary.

Dibyajyoti Baruah, General 
Secretary, Jorhat Division 
Insurance Employees Association 
also shared their views and urged 
for unity and consolidation of our 
Association.

Representatives of fraternal 
trade unions viz. CITU, NFIFWI, 
Class-I Officers Federation, 
NERGIEA, JCTU Bongaigaon 
District and All India Railway 
Mazdoor Union also exchanged 
their views.

The report of the conference 
was placed by the General 
Secretary Com. D.N. Rabha of 
BDIEA and audited account 

was placed by the treasurer 
as well. Delegates discussed 
on the report and the account 
and the same were accepted 
unanimously. The Conference 
adopted a number of resolutions 
relating to industry and of 
national importance.

The conference 
unanimously elected Com.Jugal 
Daimary, Com.D.N.Rabha & 
Com. B.Nandi as President, 
General Secretary and Treasurer 
respectively.

The Conference created a lot 
of enthusiasm and motivation 
among the participants and 
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The 8th Annual General Conference 
of Bhubaneswar DLIEA was 

hosted in a befitting manner on 28-
29th November 2015. Kudos to the 
valiant comrade of Bhubaneswar 
for their all around endeavour to 
the true spirit of AIIEA leaving 
no stone unturned in arranging 
the conference amidst boundless 
enthusiasm. The critical analysis 
of the past and present situation 
including a marathon discussion on 
wage revision laid a roadmap for the 
organization in charting out the tasks 
ahead of the insurance employees.
THE INAUGURAL SESSION:

At the outset, the Red flag of 
BDLIEA was unfurled by Com. 
Chandra Mohan Haibru, President 
of our Association. Then, floral 
tributes were offered to the martyr’s 
column. The conference began with 
welcome address by Prof. Bijoy 
Kumar Bohidar, noted academician 
and Chairperson of the Reception 
Committee. Com. Shreekant Mishra, 
General Secretary, ECZIEA, while 
inaugurat ing the conference, 
discussed in details about the multi 
dimensional challenges confronted 
by Indian working class after BJP led 
NDA government assumed power 
and political opportunism shown 
by BJP in respect of FDI hike in 
Insurance Industry from 26% to 49%. 
He clarified that this govt. is working 
for the corporates and not for masses. 
Com. S.B.Pattanaik, Gen.Secy. 
BDLIEA presented the annual report 
on behalf of the working committee 
and Com. A.K.Mohanty, Treasurer 
also placed the audited accounts for 
the corresponding period. Initiating 
the discussion on the report Com. 
B.B.Nayak, Org.Secy presented 

 8th General Conference 
of BhubaneswarDLIEA 

DELEGATE SESSION:
On 29th morning the delegate 

session resumed thought provoking 
deliberation of leaders from all 
11 base units expressed their 
organizational maturity in carrying 
forward the task assigned by AIIEA. 
Com. Shreekanta Mishra, Gen.
Secy, ECZIEA, while addressing 
the delegate session explained in 
detailed about the development in 
the industry, wage revision and gave 
a call to carry forward the campaign 
and struggle to protect the industry 
and to consolidate the organisation by 
giving 4% levy on the arrears of the 
wage revision. Com. T.,Dora, Gen.
Secy, SDLIEA and Com. M.G.Barik, 
Gen.Secy, CDIEA, while addressing 
the delegate session, explained very 
lucidly about the beauty of wage 
reivision. The conference adopted 
15 resolutions. Com.S.B.Pattanaik, 
General Secretary summed up the 
debate. The conference also decided 
to remit Rs.10,000/- every year to 
Insurance Worker to strengthen the 
monthly mouthpiece of AIIEA. The 
conference took a firm decision to 
protect the public sector LIC and 
four General Insurance Companies 
from the attacks of government 
and the imperialistic forces. The 
conference unanimously elected 
Com. C.M.Haibru, Com. S.B.Pattnaik 
and Com. A.K.Mohanty as President, 
General Secretary and Treasurer 
respectively.

a vivisection of the 
burning issues of our 
nation after BJP assumed 
office securing only 31% 
of total votes polled in 
the 16th General election. 
Com. Biswajit Dash and 
Com. Debi Prasad Padhy, 
both Asst. Secretaries of BDLIEA 
also greeted the meeting narrating 
the atrocities perpetrated on Indian 
working class masses. 
RALLY & OPEN SESSION:

In the afternoon a colorful rally 
largely participated by women 
comrades, passing through the roads 
of Bhubaneswar, in a very humid 
weather reflected the confidence of 
the employees’ reposed in AIIEA. 
The rally was followed by open 
session which was organized in the 
LIC Divisional Office premises, 
Suryanagar, Bhubaneswar. A large 
number of audience including a 
galaxy of leaders on the dais surpassed 
every other meeting of BDLIEA. The 
speakers were eloquent against the 
grievous attach on the democratic 
right, on existence of public sector 
industries, on amendment of labour 
laws. Among the     leaders  who  
spoke  were  Com.  Shreekanta  
Mishra,  Gen. Secy, ECZIEA, Prof. 
Bijoy Kumar Bohidar, Chairperson, 
Reception Committee, Sri G.K.Jena, 
M.M., Bhubaneswar Division, 
Com.R.N.Mallick, Joint Convenor, 
OSKEM, Com. A.P.Meher, Gen.
Secy, BDIEA. The session called for 
preparing for impending struggles 
particularly against the anti-people 
pro-capitalist and communal policies 
of the present NDA government. Com. 
BB Nayak, Organising Secretary, 
offered vote of thanks.
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The 25th General Conference of 
Insurance Employees’ Union, 

Raichur Division was held at 
RaghavaKalmandir, Bellary on 
6th December 2015.  A big rally 
of more than 400 employees, 
agents and Dev. Officers was 
taken out in the main streets 
of Bellary city before inaugural 
session which was  flagged 
off by Com.N.Vijayakumar, 
president of ICEU Mysore 
and former general secretary 
and president of IEU Raichur 
Division.   The inaugural session 
began with the hoisting of AIIEA 
flag by Com.M.Sharanagouda, 
President amidst  thunderous  
slogans reverberating the air.  

Inaugurating the conference, 
Com. Amanulla Khan, President, 
AI IEA congratu la ted  the 
employees for rallying behind 
the Joint Front under the 
leadership of AIIEA for clinching 
a shaandar wage revision.  He 
lambasted the BJP government 
at the center which is pursuing  
reactionary economic policies as 
well as encouraging communal 
polarization in the country.  
He recalled the significance 
of 6th December, the day in 

1992 on which Babri Masjid 
was brought down shaking 
the foundations of the Indian 
constitution.Incidentaly it 
was the same day in 1956 
that the DrB.R.Ambedkar, the 
Father of Indian Constitution 
passed away. Remembering 
Dr B R Ambedkar on his death 
anniversary, he ridiculed the 
government for attacking all 
the constitutional rights  of the 
people on the one hand and 
trying to appropriate the legacy 
ofDrAmbedkar on the other.  

He exhorted the insurance 
employees to be prepared for 
a bitter struggle to protect the 
unity of the country and the 
people and to uphold the rich 
cultural ethos of our country.   
He also explained in detail 
the challenges confronting the 
public sector insurance industry 
as a fall out of the policies being 
pursued by the BJP government 
and called upon the employees 
to strain every nerve to protect 
and strengthen the public sector 

25thConference of IEU, Raichur
– CONFERENCE OF CELEBRATION 
    AND CONSOLIDATION

Insurance Worker
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 18th LIC Working Women 
Conference of ICEU, 
Thanjavur Division was 
held at SarojNinaivagam, 
Thanjavur on 29th November 
2015.  Despite the warning for 
heavy rains, the Conference 
was rich by its participation of 
Women Comrades from length 
and breadth of the Division.  
Around 150 women comrades 
participated in the Conference.

The Presidium included 
Comrades R. Seethala, A. 
Malathi, P. Savithiri, K. 
Kamalaveni, S.S. Mangai and 
N. Vijayalakshmi. 

Comrade R. Tamilselvi, 
State President, Tamilnadu 
Government Employees’ 
Association inaugurated the 
Conference.  In her inaugural 
address, she brought out 
the facts of atrocities against 
women throughout the world.  
She also pointed out that 
how women are victimized 
under LPG policies by citing 
the incidents all over the 
country.  She appreciated the 
AIIEA for its nationwide social 
activities and the participation 
of its women comrades that 
motivates other fraternal 
unions also.

Com N. Kannammal, 

Thanjavur:18th LIC Working                        
Women Conference

Convener of LIC Working 
Women Co-ordination 
Committee, Thanjavur Division 
presented the Working 
Report  on behalf of Women 
Sub-committee on which 10 
comrades  placed their views.  
The debate was on issues 
relating to  atrocities against 
women community, Health of 
women especially in the middle 
ages, Economic independence, 
Attitude of the Government 
and political leaders against 
religious independence etc. 
and the responsibilities of our 
comrades to fight against the 
same.  After the Summing 
up by  the General Secretary 
of ICEU, Thanjavur Division, 
the report was unanimously 
accepted.  Various resolutions 
on important national 
and industrial issues were 
unanimously adopted. 

Before start of the 
Convention,  a cultural 
programme on the latest 
educational policies was 
enacted by the members 
of Saroj art troupe  which 
inspired the gathering.    Com 
R. Seethala welcomed the 
gathering and Com. N. 
Vijayalakshmi proposed Vote 
of Thanks.

LIC/GIC.  He spoke in detail 
on the tactical line adopted by 
AIIEA in clinching a shaandar 
wage revision for insurance 
employees in a hostile political 
and a di f f icult  economic 
environment.  He concluded 
by calling upon the insurance 
employees to consolidate the 
achievement by contributing for 
further strengthening of public 
sector LIC/GIC.

C O M . S . K . G e e t h a , 
V ice  pres ident ,  SCZIEF, 
Com.N.Vijayakumar, President, 
ICEU Mysore greeted the 
conference during the inaugural 
session.  Com.J.Suresh, Joint 
Secretary, SCZIEF, addressed 
the conference during the 
delegatessession. 

In the delegate session, 17 
comrades including 4 women 
comrades participated in a 
lively debate on the report of the 
executive committee submitted 
by Com M Ravi ,  General 
Secretary.  The report of the 
Executive Committee and the 
audited statement of accounts 
were adopted unanimously after 
summing up by the General 
Secretary.

The conference unanimously 
elected Coms. M Sharanagouda, 
M Ravi and V S Jamuna as 
President, General Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively for 
the ensuing term along with 
other office bearers and 22 
member executive committee.  
Comrades of Bellary unit I and 
II made elaborate arrangement 
for the success of the conference 
which was well appreciated by 
one and all.  The conference 
came to an end with vote of 
thanks by Com M Ravi, General 
Secretary.
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The 19th working 
women convention of 

Visakhapatnam division 
was held on 5.12.2015, 
at Visakhapatnam. 
The convention was 
addressed by Com 
M Kameshwari, co-
convenor,SCZWWCC. 
S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
occasion, she said that 
women comrades of 
AIIEA cannot remain 
i s o l a t ed  f r om the 
sufferings and struggles of 
the women working in the 
unorganized sector of the Indian 
economy. The agitations of the 
women in various sectors like 
Anganwadi, Asha and other 
scheme workers are a result of 
the policies of the government. 

These sectors being deprived 
of the basic amenities are on 
constant struggle and subjected 
to oppression from the ruling 
classes. The TDP government 
has throttled the agitation of the 
anganwadi workers by arresting 
the agitating workers. This 
situation of the working women 
calls for support from women in 
AIIEA she said.

Com BB Ganesh, Vice 

President, SCZIEF greeted the 
convention and congratulated 
the women comrades of Vizag 
Division for being in the forefront 
of activity.

The convention was presided 
over by com P Purnima, Treasurer 
ICEU. Com RV Padmavathi, 
convenor submitted the report 
and 7 comrades discussed on 
the report.

 The convention elected com 
T Sunanda as convenor and com 
B Padmaja, RvPadmavathi and 
Padma Lakshminarayana as co 
convenor for the ensuing year.

 TRADE UNION CLASS 
Exclusive women trade 

union class also was organised . 
Com N Ramanachalam, general 

Vishakapatnam: 
19th Working Women Convention  
and Trade Union Class for Women

secretary ICEU, dealt on the 
subject, “women in trade union 
and our responsibility”. He dealt 
at length on the necessity of 
more and more women coming 
into leadership.

AIIEA had 
introduced the 
formation of working 
women committees in 
its Jaipur conference, 
and since then 
there is no looking 
back. Women have 
been encouraged 
into leadership 
of the base units, 
divisional units and 
also into the AIIEA 
leadership. Women 

are an integral part of 
the union activities and no 
union can progress without 
its women participating in its 
activities, he said. 

Women had earlier waged 
agitations for their rights, and 
also played an important role 
in the trade union movement. 
Today, the government is an 
ani working class government,  
infavour of the corporates and 
there are struggles going on 
in all sectors. Therefore,it is 
the responsibility of all our 
women comrades to support 
the working class struggles, as 
well as come to the forefront of 
activity in our union also.
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Eighth Biennial Conference of 
LIC Pensioners Association, 

Guwahati Division took place 
at Guwahati on 12th December, 
2015. Satanjib Das, President 
Eastern  Zone  Insurance 
E m p l o y e e s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n 
inaugurated the Conference. 
In his inaugural address Das 
dwelt on the splendid victory 
achieved recently by the LIC 
employees on the issue of 
wage revision. He said that LIC 
employees under the brilliant 
leadership of AIIEA once again 
defeated the policy decision 
of the present government to 
put an arbitrary ceiling on the 
rise in basic pay to reduce the 
cost of pension and depress 
the wages of the employees. 
He pointed out that the AIIEA 
in course of negotiation on 
the issue of wage revision of 
the in-service employees also 
raised the demands of the 
pensioners like increase of 
minimum pension to Rs.5000/-, 
upward revision of minimum 
family pension, introduction of 
a monthly medical allowance 
for pensioners and hundred 
percent DA neutralisation to all 
pre-1st August 1997 pensioners 
irrespective of the outcome 
of legal battles. These issues 
would be pursued vigorously. 
He informed the Conference of 
the decision of AIIEA to carry 
forward the unity forged in 
the struggle for wage revision 
for realising the demand for 
one more option for pension. 
In regard to the demand for 
updation of pension, he said 
a broader unity and struggle 
embracing the entire financial 
sector would be required to 
push through the demand. 

EIGHTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
OF LICPA, GUWAHATI DIVISION 

S.Rahman (Co-ordination 
Committee of Central Govt. 
Pensioners), Sailen Sarma (BSNL 
Pensioners Assoc.), Dinesh 
Sarma, General Secretary LIC 
class-I officers’ Federation, 
G u w a h a t i  D i v i s i o n  a n d 
B.K.Kalita, General Secretary 
GDIEA greeted the Conference. 

Saktipada Bhattacharjee, 
General Secretary, LICPA, 
Guwahati Division placed the 
Report on behalf of the Executive 
Committee while Monoranjan 
Dutta, Treasurer placed before 
the Conference the audited 
Accounts .

Several delegates took 
part in the discussion on the 

Kolkata Suburban Division 
Insurance Employees’ 

Association celebrated 
its 28th Anniversary at 
Divisional Office courtyard. 
The event was a grand 
success. This commenced 
with the flag hoisting by our 
President Com HaridasSaha. 
It is reported that all the 
25 Bases under KSDIEA 
celebrated this auspicious 
day by hoisting the flag of our 
Association at their end.

On this auspicious 
day a seminar was held at 
Head Quarter as a special 
event. The very presence 
of Com K Venugopal, Vice 
President, AIIEA, Com 
Jayanta Mukherjee, General 
Secretary, EZIEA and Com 

Reports. All of them made 
important suggestions to further 
streamline the organisation and 
improve its functioning. Later 
both the reports were adopted 
unanimously.

The Conference adopted 
several resolutions on the 
demands of the pensioners 
including defence of public 
sector insurance and decided 
to observe the 17th December 
as “PENSIONERS DAY” with the 
programme of demonstration 
before office during recess 
hours and submission of 
memorandum to Sr. D.M. as has 
been called upon by AIIPA.

The Conference elected a 
new Executive Committee with 
Biren Malakar as President, 
Sambhu Dutta as General 
Secretary and Monoranjan 
Datta as Treasurer.  

C S Bose, founder member 
of the Association made 
the seminar further more 
glittering. Distinguished 
leaders from other Divisional 
Associations and around 450 
members from different Bases 
witnessed the event.

Com HaridasSaha presided 
over the meeting. Com Ujjal 
Paul, General Secretary, 
KSDIEA greeted all and 
walked down the memory lane 
of the 28 years of KSDIEA 
in his speech. Com Jayanta 
Mukherjee congratulated and 
greeted AIIEA for the grand 
success achieved in wage 
revision.

Com K Venugopal was 
felicitated by the Divisional 

Seminar at Kolkata Suburban Division 
to observe its 28th Anniversary
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Com. K. Natarajan, vice 
president, All India Insurance 
Pensioners Association visited 
Raichur on 10th December.  A 
meeting of pensioners and family 
pensioners of Raichur Division 
was held on that dayutilising his 
presence.

 Addressing the pensioners, 
he narrated how the pension 
benefit was realised, and dwelt 
at length on the challenges 
faced by the pensioners in 
expanding rhe benefits such 
full neutralization of DA,for 
some, updation of pensions. He 
also briefed the gathering about 
the present political situation, 
and the need for members to 
involve themselves in pro people 
movements, to strengthen the 
hands of AIIEA, and the working 
class movement in order to 
create an atmosphere congenial 
for realising the cherished 

demands.
He outlined the efforts made 

by the Association to put forth 
the aspirations of the pensioners 
before the management.

Com. K.Satyanarayana 
Rao, President, IPA Raichur 
presided over the meeting. 
Com. G.Ravindranath, General. 
Secre tary  we lcomed  the 
gathering. Com. T.G.Vittal, 
Joint Secretary spoke on 
organizational matters. A couple 

of questions were asked by 
members. Com. Natarajan 
clarified the doubts. Com 
M.Ravi, General Secretary, IEU, 
Raichur greeted the audience.

The activists of IEU, Raichur 
Division helped the successful 
organization of the meeting. 
The meeting came to a close, 
with vote of thanks, by Com. 
G.Ravindranath.About 40 
pensioners and some employees 
attended the meeting.

Management, KSDO at the 
conference hall before the 
seminar. Com Venugopal 
addressed the gathering 
through his valuable and 

informative speech regarding 
this years’ ‘Break Through and 
Break Away’ charter. It loomed 
over the wage revision and its 
backdrop. He also highlighted 

the importance of Joint 
Movement in our Industry, 
which was instrumental as 
a strategic weapon of the 
movement to clinch charter. 
He mentioned about the 
massive success of the 
nationwide strike observed 
on 2nd September, 2015. 
Com Venugopal gave stress 
on consolidating the unity of 
the organization to enjoy the 
benefit of the struggle as also 
to ensure the growth of our 
industry. He congratulated 
all the members of the Joint 
Forum for the success of 
upcoming wage revision and 
urged to prepare for struggle 
to come for one more option 
for pension.

PENSIONERS MEET 
AT RAICHUR
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A Special Convention on 
protection of Public Sector 

General Insurance Companies 
was organized by ICEU, Madurai 
Division on 15th of December 
2015 at Madurai. 

The Seminar presided over by 
Com. G. Meenakshi sundaram, 
Preident, ICEU, turned to be 
a victorious one with massive 
participation of around 250 
comrades including women in 
large number. 

Com. M. Pushparajan, 
General Secretary, MRGIEA 
welcomed the gathering.  

Com. M. Kunhikrishnan, 
President, SZIEF inaugurated 
the convention. He traced the 
deliberate move of both the 
Congress and BJP Governments 
since 1994 to liberalise the 
insurance sector. He highlighted 
the relentless struggle launched 
by AIIEA from 1991  to fight the 
policies of neo-liberalism and 
our pivotal role in stalling the 
hike of FDI in insurance beyond 
49%. 

Further, he pointed out 
that the ultimate aim of finance 
capital is 100 % FDI and would 
go a step further to privatize 
the public sector insurance 
compan ies .  He  ins t i l l ed 
confidence among the audience 
to fight for protection of public 
sector insurance companies 
and against the service tax 
levied on insurance premium 
with the support of the masses. 
Com. S. Balasubramanain, 
Joint Secretary, GIEA-SZ 
delivered special address. He 
was elaborative of the move 
of successive Governments in 
weakening public sector general 
insurance companies and the 
lead role of Government of 
India in transferring the capital 
formation of insurance sector 

CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF 
PUBLIC SECTOR GENERAL INSURANCE AT MADURAI

into the private hands.  
He highlighted various 

campaigns undertook by AIIEA 
and appreciated the unity 
among the insurance employees 
and exhorted that with this 
confidence we need to move 
forward embracing all sections 
of employees along with the 
support of the people.  

Com. R. Deivaraj, CITU, 
Madurai District Secretary 
greeted the convention. 

 A resolution to protect 
pub l i c  sec tor  insurance 
companies  proposed by Com. R. 

Rajendran, President, MRGIEA 
and seconded by com. G. Aruna, 
Joint Secretary, ICEU was 
adopted in the house. Family 
members of our comrades who 
took initiative in extending 
helping hand to the victims 
of Tamil Nadu Floods were 
honoured and comrades who 
were at Chennai on 13th and 14th 
of December for the cleaning 
work were appreciated. 

The convention came to an 
end with vote of thanks proposed 
by Com. N.P. Rameshkannan, 
General Secretary, ICEU.

After a very successful 
trade union class at 
Jammu, taking ahead one 
of the objectives of AIIEA, 
an impressive trade union 
class was held at Srinagar 
on 28th of Nov. 2015 as per 
the guidelines of Northern 
Zone Insurance Employees’ 
Association. A large number 
of comrades, with great 
interest, zeal and enthusiasm, 
participated in the class. 
Although in Kupwara sector 
of the valley, a severe gun 
battle was on between the 
militants and the troops; 

our comrades were fearlessly 
attending the class and doing 
the task of strengthening 
the organization. The trade 
union class was taken 
by Com. R.C.Sharma, 
President of NZIEA and Com. 
A.K.Bhatnagar, General 
Secretary of NZIEA.While 
Com. R.C.Sharma delivered 
the lecture on the topic 
“Current Political Situation”, 
Com. Bhatnagar delivered 
the lecture on “Indian Trade 
Union History”. He also 
detailed about the current 
wage revision, the efforts made 

TRADE UNION CLASS  AT SRINAGAR 
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Pe o p l e  F o r  I n d i a , 
Visakhapatnam forum 

and Forum for Development 
o f  North Andhra,  jo int ly 
organised a discussion on 
“Bauxite mining- Impact on 
Environment and Livelihood 
of Tribals”. Presiding over the 
meeting, Prof KV Ramana, 
Chairperson, PFI and FDNA, 
said that the issue of Bauxite 
mining in the agency areas of 
Visakhapatnam is proposed 
by successive Governments 
since the past twenty years. 
The tribals and the people of 
Visakhapatnam district have 
been vehemently opposing the 
mining of bauxite. Speaking on 
the occasion, Com BB Ganesh, 
Convenor, PFI said that the 
mining of bauxite will affect 
the livelihood of the tribals, as 
also cause an environmental 
imbalance in the agency area. 
The AP state Government has 
issued GO no 97, allowing 

Discussion Against Mining of Bauxite
in Agency areas of Visakhapatnam

the mining of Bauxite in 1212 
hectares of land in the agency 
areas of  Visakhapatnam. 
This GO will only benefit the 
multinational companies like 
ANRAK, JINDAL,etc.

Many prominent persons 
from various organisations 
participated in the discussion. 
Participating in the discussion 
Sri O. Ram Murthy, Anti-mining 
JAC organisation, said that 
the mining will be harmful not 
only to the tribals but also to 
the people of Visakhapatnam 
District, as more than one lakh 
hectares of agricultural land is 
under irrigation from the Sileru 
reservoir, which receives water 
from these agency areas. These 
water sources would be damaged 
if bauxite is mined. The power 
generation in the Sileru reservoir 
also will be affected.The tribal 
people are dependent on the 
natural vegetation and coffee 
plantations in the agency areas. 

This would be destroyed due to 
mining and the people will be 
deprived of their livelihood. The 
tribal people are illiterate and 
hence the officials take their 
signatures forcibly on consent for 
displacement. The constitution 
provides for formation of tribal 
advisory committee and the 
governor alone is empowered, 
after approval from the president 
of India. This has been violated. 
Therefore, the GO 97 must be 
abolished immediately, he said. 
Many participants like Prof G 
Krishna Rao, Geology Dept, AU, 
Sri VB Chandrasekhar, Mahatma 
Gandhi Ashram,Chatti,Chintoor 
Mandal, Prof V Subrahmanyam, 
AU Anthropology dept.,Sri PV 
Ramana, CLC, Sri Chinnam 
Naidu, Girijan association, 
BL Narayana, Vice chairman, 
PFI, Com K Satyanarayana, ST 
employees Association, Sri K 
Satish, Samatha NGO,Damodar, 
AP ST Employees Union, NAD, 
BEFI, APMRSU, JNU student Sri 
Pavan, Sri A Ajay Sarma, Gen. 
Sec., Uttarandhra Abhivruddhi 
Vedika participated in the 
discussion.

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
unanimously passed a resolution 
demanding the withdrawal of 
GO 97 immediately. It was also 
decided that a memorandum 
be submitted to the AP chief 
Minister, on the issue.  A 
comprehensive and scientific 
study on the environmental 
hazards to be undertaken and 
made public, was also decided.

The meeting also condemned 
the repression by police on Prof 
J Appa Rao, Telugu Department, 
Andhra University, for expressing 
his views on bauxite mining.

by AIIEA, hard work done 
by the AIIEA leadership and 
tactics used by the leadership 
while accomplishing such 
a wonderful wage revision 
in spite of the most adverse 
circumstances. There 
was clear indication that 

the participants have got 
motivated to a greater 
extent by the motivational 
deliberations of the Zonal 
leaders. The President Com. 
A.M.Tantray thanked the 
leadership for taking extra care 
of the Srinagar Division and for 

visiting again and 
again to educate 
and motivating 
the comrades. He 
also thanked the 
participants of the 
trade union class 
for being listening 
patiently and 
learning a lot.
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The 33rd General Conference 
of SZIEF which will be 

held at Thanjavur from 23-26 
January 2016. As a prelude to 
this Conference, the hosting 
Division, ICEU, Thanjavur 
Division has been organizing  
Conventions in all the Districts 
on various topics including 
Environment, issues pertaining 
to delta formers, untouchability, 
education etc. These conventions 
are aimed at mobilizing opinion 
against the economic and social 
policies of the government while 
seeking support to the struggle of 
insurance employees to protect 
LIC and PSGI companies.  The 
conventions are receiving good 
support and appreciation from 
the people. This is helping the 
organization to build broader 
unity to meet the challenges 
posed by the neo-liberal regimes 
both at the State and the 
Centre.

 The agriculture is facing a 
serious crisis and the farmers 
have become the victims of 
the neglect of this sector of the 
economy on which nearly 60 
percent of the Indian people 
depend.  There is no public 
investment in agriculture and 
the crisis has forced a large 
number of farmers to take their 
own lives. In such a background, 
a Seminar was organized to 
discuss the problems of the 
farmers of Cauvery Delta 
Districts at Mannargudi on 
20.12.2015.  The Seminar 
was presided over by Com R. 

Punniamurthy,  Vice President, 
SZIEF and it  was inaugurated 
by Com K. Balakrishnan, 
MLA and State President of 
TamilnaduVivasayigalSangam.    
In his inaugural address he said 
that there are no offices for crop 
insurance companies in all the 
Centers near villages.  The crop 
insurance scheme has to be 
merged with the existing PSU 
insurance Companies.  Further 
he appreciated the efforts taken 
by ICEU, Thanjavur Division 
for conducting this convention 
for farmers who are ignored 
by both Central and State 
Governments. He said that the 
neo-liberal policies adopted by 
the governments at the Centre 
and State are ruining the lives 
of the farmers.   Shri Cauvery S. 
Renganathan, General Secretary 
of Cauvery Delta Farmers 
Welfare Association greeted 
the Conference.    The seminar 
discussed four important 

issues likeDelta Ecology, New 
technology in irrigation in Delta 
region, Insects are our friends 
and Conventional methods of 
irrigation. Prof. S. Kanagarajan, 
Madras Institute of Development 
Studies, Shri MKRm. Arun 
Ravi,Agriculturist, Shri N. 
Selvam,  Agriculture Officer, 
Shri R. Jayaraman, Convenor, 
‘  NamathuNellaikappoom’ 
respectively spoke on these 
subjects.    At the end of the 
seminar, the farmers who 
participated in the Convention 
expressed their happiness and 
satisfaction  and also thanked 
ICEU, Thanjavur Division for 
its concern for farmers.  More 
than 150 farmers participated 
in the convention due to the 
initiative taken by the Comrades 
of Mannargudi Branch unit. 
Com V. Sethuraman, Joint 
Secretary, ICEU, Thanjavur 
Division who took the initiative 
for this convention gave the 
introductory speech.Com S. 
Selvaraj, General Secretary, 
ICEU, Thanjavur Division 
welcomed the gathering and Com 
SundararajaGopalan, Secretary, 
Mannargudi Branch Units 
proposed Vote of Thanks.

SEMINAR ON 
FARMERS’ ISSUES 
AT THANJAVUR
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Th e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e 
l a y i n g  c e r e m o n y  o f 

C o m S U G U N A K A R  R A O 
BHAVAN (Insurance corporation 
employees union, karimnagar 
building) was held on 08.11.2015at 
Karimnagar. The plaque was 
unveiled by Com. V.Ramesh, 
General Secretary, All India 
Insurance Employees Association 
(AIIEA) amidst thunderous 
slogans and rousing reception 
by the members of ICEU across 
the division. Com A Ram mohan 
Rao General Secretary while 
welcoming the leaders on to 
the dias congratulated all the 
employees across the division 
in supporting and implementing 
the calls of AIIEA in acieving a 
wonderful wage revision. Com. 
Ramesh in his address lamented 
the anti people policies of the 
Modi led BJP government. He 
felt that today is an auspicious 
day for the working class of the 
Karimnagar divison to build a 
trade union movement from this 
building. Defeat of BJP in Bihar 

Foundation stone laid for 
Com.Sugunakar Rao Bhavan  
at Karimnagar

elections has set a new political 
direction to the country. He spoke 
on the prevailing political situation 
in the country and appealed to all 
the insurance employees to be 
vigilant from the onslaughts of the 
government.Com. Clement Xavier 
Das, General Secretary, SCZIEF 
while greeting the members on 
the joyous occasion went nostolgic 
about their association with Com 

Sugunakar Rao, the founder general 
Secretary of SCZIEF. He expressed 
the hope that the building will 
be a nerve centre for trade union 
activity in Karimnagar region.
He also made an appeal to the 
gathering to be united and defeat 
the communal and divisive forces 
growing in the BJP governance. 
Com. K. Venugopal Rao, President, 
SCZIEF appreciated the efforts 
of ICEU Karimnagar division in 
making the building a reality. The 
meeting was attended by SCZIEF 
office bearers Com. Mahaboob, 
Com. Jayatheerth, Com. Rajesh 
Singh and Com Srinivasan. 
Around 160 employees including 
25 women from Karimnagar and 
Adilabad districts participated 
in the meeting. The meeting was 
followed by extended Executive 
Committee meeting of Karimnagar 
Division. Com.V.Ramesh, General 
Secretary, AIIEA and Com Clement 
Xavier Das, General Secretary 
SCZIEF narrated the events that 
led to succesful culmination of 
Wage charter. Com. K.Venugopal 
Rao, President, SCZIEF spoke on 
various organisational issues.
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The forbidden cost of the healthcare in India 
forces the Chairman of IRDA, Sri.T.S.Vijayan, 
to call upon the Insurers to work towards 
increasing the voluntary customer base from 
the current 8% to at least 20-25% of India’s 
population in order to increase the affordability.  
He re-emphasises the concept of insurance - 
“Health insurance is a financing mechanism 
where in the community pools its funds to be 
made available to those who need to pay for 
their medical expenses”.

v
While the central government and its 

agencies are all propagating that with the 
increase in FDI limit in insurance sector from 
26% to 49% insurance sector will be getting 
more funds, what’s happening is that the foreign 
share is increasing but not the overall capital. 
All most all the companies where the FDI has 
increased the overall capital has remained the 
same, only the foreign stake has increased.  The 
Indian partner has sold its share to its foreign 
partner and used the proceeds not to further 
capitalize the company but for other purposes.  
Aditya Birla Nova, with a sale of 23% of its 74% 
shares in Birla Sun Life Insurance to its foreign 
partner Canada’s Sun Life Financial, which will 
fetch around Rs.1,664 crore wants to reduce the 
net debt of Aditya Birla Nova Ltd and invest in 
five segments — non-banking finance, housing 
finance, health insurance, payments bank 
and solar power. Total capital deployed in life 
insurance sector as of now is Rs. 35,000 crore 
of which Rs 8,600 crore is FDI money.  

v
Crying wolf or is it situation nearer to truth?  

It is being told that 1 in 10 insurance claims 
turns out to be a fraud. Companies say they 
want to simplify the claims process and wipe 
out the trust deficit faced by insurers. But this, 
according to them, is turning out to be tough 
when frauds are in the range of 10 per cent of 
claims.  Choosing between being very careful 
in accepting proposals and liberal in settlement, 
or  being liberal in accepting proposals and 
vigilant while settling has become difficult, say 
the companies. What is true as of now is,delay 
in settling the claims has worsened the trust 
deficit among insured.

v 
Finally the Health Insurance TPA of India 

will soon see the light of the day.  It has been 
set up by the public sector non-life insurance 
companies to manage their health insurance 
claims. Once it becomes operational 8-10 per 
cent of the claims of the public sector general 
insurance companies will move to it. This 
internal TPA companyhas been set up to prohibit 
large-scale leakages while settling insurance 
claims in the health segment. Insurers expect 
the new body to speed up the claims settlement 
process and reduce the outstanding claims ratio.  
This will also reduce the cost.  The company is a 
joint venture of public sector non-life insurance 
companies – National Insurance Company, New 
India Assurance Company, United Insurance 
Company, Oriental Insurance Company, and 
General Insurance Corporation of India.The first 
four have 23.75 per cent stake each, while GIC 
has five per cent stake.

v
The IRDA has issued a direction to life 

insurance companies, which has come into 
force from December 2015, to provide the 
policyholders customized benefit illustrations 
that project the return to policyholders assuming 
gross investment returns of 4% and 8%, in their 
advertisements.  It has made it mandatory that 
the insurers should give in detail the guaranteed 
and non-guaranteed benefits.  In the absence of 
this, IRDA says, the prospective policyholders 
are unable to get a clear picture of the returns 
they would earn.

v
Even when the 2008 global financial crisis 

has not been overcome fully, 19 big British 
insurance companies have been exempted from 
having Solvency Capital Requirement figure 
externally audited.  They have been allowed to 
use internal models to meet minimum solvency 
capital requirement.  With Bank of England 
having approved the calculation model of these 
big insurers, this minimum solvency capital 
model will come into force from January 2016.
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r According to NSSO data, in India 80% of 
rural households have marginal landholdings 
of less than one hectare (10000 sq.meter) and 
just 7% own more than two hectares.  Across 
the country, in every State landholdings have 
decreased in size to almost half in the last 20 
years. In 1992, the average rural household 
was holding one hectare of land whereas in 
2013 marginal landholder is holding 0.59 
hectare of land.  The Scheduled Tribes are over 
presented amongst landless, Schedule Castes 
are amongst marginal land owners and forward 
castes amongst medium and large landholders 
according to NSSO data.
r  According to World Bank,2.4 billion people in 
the world lack access to improved sanitation, 
out of which 750 million live in India and 80% 
of them in rural areas.  More than 500 million 
people in rural India continue to defecate in the 
open, suffering from preventable deaths, illness, 
stunting, harassment and economic losses.  
World Bank has approved $ 1.5 billion loan to 
India to end open defecation by 2019.
r  India’s exports fell for the 12th consecutive 
month in November shrinking by a quarter 
from November 2014 to $ 20 billion. Imports 
also contracted by a sharp 30% in November.  
The trade deficit of India stood at $ 9.7 billion 
in November 2015.  At this rate, India’s export 
for the current year may end up with $ 260 
– 270 billion as compared to $ 310 billion for 
the year 2014-15. The share of India’s trade 
(exports + imports) to its GDP referred to as 
“trade openness” in economic parlance, has 
fallen drastically from 55.6% at peak in 2013 
to 46% in the second quarter of the current 
fiscal.  According to Crisil Research, this is the 
first time since 1991, India has registered a fall 
of such magnitude.
r  The tax revenues of India are expected to 
fall short by 30000-40000 Crores this year, due 
to shortfall in indirect tax revenue, according 
to Government.  The indirect tax collections 
till November 2015 are 3.7 lakhs crores or just 
about 46.26% of target of 8 lakhs Crores for the 
whole year.  The collections under indirect taxes 
helped by new cess like SwachBharathcess etc. 
and increased levies on Petrol and Diesel has 
reached 4.38 lakh crores or 67.8% of the year’s 
target of 6.46 lakh Crore.

r  India is ranked 130 in Human Development 
Index out of 188 countries in 2014 from 135 in 
2013, according to Human Development Report, 
2015.  However, in Gender inequality, India 
loses one-fourth of its value.  Indian women 
rank 151 out of 188 countries while Indian 
Men ranks at 120 if they form the full country, 
exposing the gender inequality.  Average 
adult man in India gets twice as many year of 
education as the average adult women. On the 
poverty index, which measures deprivation on 
six parameters, over half of Indian population is 
multi dimensionally poor while another 18% are 
nearer to being Poor.  According to this report, 
if India spends 4% of its GDP on social sector, it 
could provide basic social securities to its entire 
citizen with Universal Pension, basic health care, 
child benefits and employment to all.
r  Indian Government has lowered its GDP 
growth for the current year to 7 – 7.5% from 
the earlier forecast of 8.1 – 8.5%.  This forecast 
is based on the dubious data series, while the 
notional GDP growth rate is just 5.2%.   This is 
because the government’s claim that the Whole 
Sale Price Index has fallen by 2.2% whereas 
the retail price index which has direct relativity 
to the livelihood of the people continues to 
soar.  According to RBI data, during the second 
quarter of the current fiscal, 2711 companies 
shows sales have declined by –4.6%, value of 
production by -5.6% and expenditures by – 
18.7%.  Service sector has shown a fall in net 
profit of -33.9%.  According to labour ministry 
survey, employment in manufacturing and 
export oriented sector fell to a four quarter 
low.  
r  According to Capgemini  2015 US wealth 
report, HNWI in USA increased by 8.6% in 
2014 and their overall wealth grew by 9.4% to 
$ 15.2 trillion.  Just 20 wealthiest people of USA 
now own more wealth than the bottom 50% 
population in US or 179 million people.  The 
USA accounted for 28.6% of all wealth created 
for HNWI since 2007, despite having only 5% 
of the world’s population.

J.SURESH, MYSORE
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Doctors in Italy strike
Doctors in Italy held a 24-hour strike on 

16.12.15 in protest at health budget cuts. Around 
200,000 took part, including hospital, family 
doctors, pediatricians and veterinary surgeons. 
Doctors say they oppose the “indifference of the 
government to the problems of public health.” 
Along with other health staff, doctors are planning 
a two-day strike in January.
Belgian railway workers vote to strike

Workers at Belgian national railway operator 
SNCB are set for a five-day strike in January. 
They are opposed to threats by the company to 
increase productivity, reduce the working week 
without compensation in wages and other issues. 
The strikes are set to go ahead on January 5-6 
and January 21-23. 
Strike call by Israeli trade union federation

The Israeli Histadrut trade union federation 
called a strike of public sector workers on 
December 23. The strike was called over low public 
sector wages. There has been no pay increase for 
public sector workers for the last three years. 
The dispute involves hundreds of thousands of 
government employees, including government 
administrative staff, education, hospital and 
social services staff. A recent National Insurance 
Institute report found that 1.7 million Israelis 
lived in poverty.
Nationwide strike by Moroccan public service 
and local government workers

On December 11, public sector and local 
government staff held a nationwide one-day 
strike. They are demanding the Moroccan 
government resume discussion with the unions 
over working conditions, living standards and 
pension provision. 
Strike by Zimbabwean sugar workers 
continues

Workers at Tongaat Hulett sugar plantation 
and refinery in Zimbabwe have been on strike 
since November 27. Sixteen thousand workers 
are demanding pay parity across the company’s 
operations in the area. They are demanding a 
$130 a month pay rise, as they are currently paid 
just $170. The company has ignored several court 
rulings in favour of the strikers. 

Colombian doctors strike for overdue salaries 
Doctors and nurses at Colombia’s Services 

Providers Institutions (IPS) hospitals in the public 
hospital network in Barranquilla struck first week 
of December to demand the payment of their 
salaries for November. They also called for the 
reinstatement of their colleagues who were laid 
off in 2014. The striking medical workers joined 
other IPS workers who already struck to demand 
overdue pay.
Quebec public sector workers stage                   
one-day strike

Over 400,000 public-sector workers walked off 
the job December 9 across the province of Quebec 
in the latest action led by the Front commun, 
or Common Front, the union coalition formed 
to fight against government cuts and austerity 
measures. This coincided with a three-day strike 
by 34,000 teachers in eight unions affiliated with 
the Fédération autonome de l’enseignement that 
started on the same day. This is the largest strike 
in Quebec since 1972. The Provincial Liberal 
government is demanding a two-year wage freeze 
with 3 percent increases in the remainder of a 
five-year contract while unions are looking for 4.5 
percent annual increase in a four-year contract.
India government hospital nurses protest 
in Dehli

Around 20,000 nurses from central government 
hospitals across Delhi demonstrated at Jantar 
Mantar in the national capital on 8th December 
over low wages and poor working conditions. The 
All India Government Nurses Federation submitted 
a memorandum to the prime minister. Nurses 
were opposing the “retrograde” recommendations 
of the 7th Pay Commission which they said 
withdrew major allowances and effectively 
reduced take home pay. They also called for 
improved facilities.

Indian construction workers protest in Orissa 
Thousands of construction workers demonstrated 
outside labour commission offices in Bhubaneswar, 
the Orissa state capital on 8th December 2015. 
They were demanding an immediate pension for 
all eligible workers, a 5,000-rupee tool allowance 
every three years, identity cards and speedy 
processing of pending registration applications. 
The workers were organised by the Centre of 
Indian Trade Unions.
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Chennai Flood Claims : IRDAI has advised 
insurance companies to follow, “A suitably 
simplified process/procedure including relaxations 
in the usual requirements wherever feasible may 
be considered to expedite claims settlement.” It 
also said, “With regard to claims involving loss of 
life, where difficulty is experienced in obtaining 
a death certificate due to non-recovery of body 
etc., the process followed in the case of the recent 
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) floods in 2014 may be 
considered”. The IRDAI circular regarding Jammu 
& Kashmir floods said, “the process followed in 
the case of the last year’s Uttarakhand floods may 
be followed”.  Actually, IRDAI never issued any 
circular regarding Uttarakhand Floods! Normally, 
life insurance companies (other than LIC) follow 
Section 108 of the Indian Evidence Act, which 
says, “presumption of death can be made only 
after seven years from the date the person is 
reported missing”.  Private Insurance Companies 
normally insist on a government declaration about 
the missing persons being “presumed dead”. More 
over almost all Private Life Insurers are insisting 
most of the documents which are normally 
required for settling a death claim. Private insurers 
are advertising mainly about late fee waiver and 
mostly silent regarding claim settlement. LIC is 
the only life insurer settles claims arose out of 
floods on the basis of declaration of the Agents. 
That is the respect LIC gives to it’s Agents and 
customers’ welfare!

Max Life Warned: Max Life Insurance Company 
has appointed some companies related to corporate 
agents for servicing the policies and paid a flat fee 
irrespective of the premium size of the policy. IRDAI 
found that fee is dispropotionately higher comparing 
the actual premium. Outsourcing guidlines also 
were not adhered in their appointment. Max Life 
argues that those companies are servicing the 
cusotmers(policyholders) in semi-urban and rural 
areas and hence it has paid such huge fees. IRDAI 
has warned Max Life not to do so in future. (But, no 
penalty has been charged for paying huge amounts 
from policyholders’ money.)

Bajaj Allianz Warned: IRDAI has warned 
Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Co. for publishing 
“unfair and misleading advertisement”. IRDAI 
refused to accept the explanation of Bajaj Allianz, 
which said that the disclaimers were inadvertantly 
missed.

Changed Name!: Religare Enterprises Ltd 

(REL) sold its stake in the Aegon Religare Life 
Insurance Company Limited to Bennett, Coleman 
& Co. Ltd. (BCCL) for approximately Rs. 971.45 
crore. Following the exit of Religare from the 
JV, Aegon Religare Life Insurance Company was 
renamed as Aegon Life Insurance Company Ltd.

Registry of hospitals: IRDAI-promoted 
Insurance Information Bureau (IIB) launched a 
portal registry of hospitals in network of insurers 
(ROHINI) which would be a credible source of 
information on hospitals that would help enhancing 
efficiency in the functions of all those involved 
in the health insurance space. IRDAI is planning 
around one lakh hospitals to bring under the 
common network data base where each and every 
information such as treatment facility, cost of 
treatment and cost of claims among others would 
be easily available for customers. IIB expects 
that, the registry can also help augment medical 
tourism by providing authentic information to 
prospective visitors from overseas for healthcare, 
in the future.

LIC’s support 37% disinvestment program: 
LIC has bought shares worth at least 36,686 crore 
in various PSUs under the programme in the last 
six years. This amounts to over 37% of the 97,620 
crore raised through disinvestment in state-owned 
firms by the Centre since 2011-12.

Private Cos. deny claims: Insurance 
companies, mostly in the private sector, are making 
attempts to deny death claims on flimsy grounds, 
said Mr. Vijayakumar, Insurance Ombudsman, 
Ernakulam, Kerala, in an interview to The Hindu.

No bail: A local court in New Delhi on 16th Nov. 
2015 dismissed the anticipatory bail plea of chief 
executive officer and vice-president of Bharti AXA 
Life Insurance company in a case of cheating of 
over Rs 14 lakh.

LIC Relies on Agents:
Business by LIC Pvt
Agents  95.99% 40.08%
Banks  2.77% 43.62%
Direct Sales 1.12% 7.38%
Brokers  0.02% 4.91%
Referrals  0.00% 0.1%
Others  0.10% 3.91%
                         -Life Insurance Council

ARIVUKKADAL
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So it turned out you are just like us!
Where were you hiding all this time, buddy?
That stupidity, that ignorance
we wallowed in for a century -
look, it arrived at your shores too!
Many congratulations to you!

Raising the flag of religion,
I guess now you’ll be setting up Hindu Raj?
You too will commence to muddle everything up
You, too, will ravage your beautiful garden.
You, too, will sit and ponder -
I can tell preparations are afoot -
who is truly Hindu, who is not.
I guess you’ll be passing fatwas soon!

Here, too, it will become hard to survive.
Here, too, you will sweat and bleed.
You’ll barely make do joylessly.
You will gasp for air like us.
I used to wonder with such deep sorrow.
And now, I laugh at the idea:
it turned out you were just like us!

Fahmida Riaz, a well known Urdu writer, poet, and feminist in Pakistan recited her  poem, ‘Tum bilkul 
hum jaisey nikley.’ to Indian audience, which noted the similarities between majority communalism in 
India and fundamentalism in Pakistan, at a seminar called ‘Hum Gunahgaar Auratein’ on the International 
Women’s Day in 2014. The incidents in 2015 have only made these similarities more striking.

Shabana Mir has translated the poem on her blog, which we reproduce here for our readers.
                                                                                            (Courtesy:http://www.firstpost.com)

This refers to editorial ‘silence 
is no option’.  It is a wake 

up call to all workers of India.  
Time has arrived to defend our 
national unity and security which 
are in danger.  The idea of India 
is under attack today.  The idea 
of India is likened to a garland 
of flowers of different hues.  We 
have to save this beautiful garland 

We weren’t two nations after all!
To hell with education and learning.
Let’s sing the praises of ignorance.
Don’t look at the potholes in your path:
bring back instead the times of yore!
Practice harder till you master
the skill of always walking backwards.

Let not a single thought of the present
break your focus upon the past!
Repeat the same thing over and over -
over and over, say only this:
How glorious was India in the past!
How sublime was India in days gone by!
Then, dear friends, you will arrive
and get to heaven after all.

Yep. We’ve been there for a while now.
Once you are there,
once you’re in the same hell-hole,
keep in touch and tell us how it goes!

Month          Base2001 Base 1960
April   256      5843.43
May   258      5889.08
June   261      5957.56
July   263      6003.21
August  264      6026.04
September 266      6071.69
October  269      6140.17
Base 1960=Base 2001x22.8259

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

from forces inimical to democracy 
and secularism.  The blending of 
ideas and the inter pollination of 
ideas made India rich in culture 
and civilisation.  For example,  
Shambaji Bonslay, son of king 
Sivaji mastered  16 languages 
including Arabic and Sanskrit. 
and Dara Shiko,son of Shah Jahan, 
translated 60 upanishads  into 
Arabic. The unity of people of all 
faiths was clearly seen in Chennai 
flood relief work.  One author said 
“If I am a book, I will destroy 
violence, with knowledge”.  In a 
similar vein it can be said “If I am  
‘ Insurance worker’ I will destroy 
violence with knowledge.”

- K.NARAYANA RAO, 
BANGALORE

DONATIONS

Com.A Muralidharan, 
Cittur Br. Thrissur Div. 
                                  Rs.5000
Com. M Vasudeva Nayak,
Mysore DO           Rs.2000

Insurance Worker thanks these two 
comrades for their fine gesture.
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