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The5thTriennialGeneralConferenceofECZIEA
AConferenceofConfidence,CommitmentandConsolidation

The5thTriennialGeneralConferenceofECZIEAatSambalpurfrom 29Septemberto01October
2019wasahistoricsuccess.TheConferencewasheldatR.GovindarajanManchinN.M.
Sundaram Nagar-TapaswiniAuditorium-situatedrightattheheartoftheserene,tranquiland
lushgreenenvironsofBrooksHillSambalpur.Intermsofplanning,executionanddisplayof
organizationalunity,theConferencewasagreatsuccess.InspiteoftheapproachingDurgaPuja
festivities,theConferencesaw arecordattendanceofDelegatesandObservers.Whatwas
striking,however,wastheunprecedentedattendanceofwomencomradesfrom Odishadivisions,
particularlyfrom BhubaneswarandCuttack.ThepresenceofourallIndialeadership,including
Com.AmanullaKhan,PresidentAIIEA;Com.V.Ramesh,GeneralSecretaryAIIEA;Com.B.Sanyal,
JointSecretaryAIIEAandCom.B.S.Ravi,TreasurerAIIEA,gavetheConferenceapanIndian
look.SincetheConferencecameimmediatelyafterthehistoricachievementofonefinaloption
forPensioninapoliticallyhostileenvironment,therewasajustifiablesenseofelation,jubilation
andconfidenceamongstalltheparticipants.

FlagHoisting:Thissenseofjubilationandconfidenceintheorganizationwasprobablynowhere
morevisiblethanintheFlagHoistingCeremony.Com.PradipKumarMukherjee,President
ECZIEA,hoistedtheredflagoftheECZIEAamidsttheshoutingofslogans.ThePresidentof
ECZIEA,alltheSecretariatmembersandalltheDelegatesandObserverspaidfloraltributesat
themartyrs’columnandreiteratedtheircommitmentstocarryforwardthelegacyofthemartyrs.

RallyandInauguralSession:TheInauguralSessionoftheConferencewasprecededbyahuge
and colourfulprocession.Even a conservative estimate would putthe totalnumberof
participantsintheprocessionatabout600.WomencomradesofSambalpurDivision,alldraped
in red Sambalpurisarees,led the procession from the front.The overwhelmingly large
participationofwomencomradesintheRallywasthehighpointofthe5thGeneralConferenceof
ECZIEA.Whilefullthroatedslogansespousingthecausesoftheworkingclass,unityofthe
people,protectionofpublicsectorandmyriadotherpeoples’issuesreverberatedintheair,the
Rallytraversedalongdistanceofabout2.5kilometeres.Differenttradeunionsofthecityof
SambalpurgreetedourProcessiononthewayanddeclaredtheirsolidaritywiththestruggleof
insuranceemployeesledbytheAIIEA.

TheInauguralSessioncommencedwiththerenditionoftwobeautifulOpeningSongsbyachoir
ofphysicallychallengedchildrenfrom GovernmentHighSchoolfortheBlind,Burla.Com.Pradip
KumarMukherjee,PresidentECZIEA presidedoverthemeetingandintroducedtheGuests
presentontheoccasion.TheChairmanoftheReceptionCommitteeDr.DillipKumarPanda,
eminenteconomistfrom Sambalpur,gavethewelcomeaddressandexudedconfidencethatthe
three-dayconferenceoftheECZIEAwoulddeliberateanddiscusstheissuesconfrontingthe
workingpeopleandchartoutacourseofactionforfuture.InauguratingtheConference,Com.
AmanullaKhanpresidentAIIEA,congratulatedtherankandfileoftheorganizationforhaving
madesignificantprogressduringthecourseofthelastthreeyears.Describingtheachievement
ofonefinaloptionforpensionassomethingastounding,hecalleduponthememberstoremain
unitedunderthebannerofAIIEAtoprotectLICinthepublicsectorandsecureallthepending
issuesincludingthemuchsoughtafterdemandofwagerevision.Com.V.Ramesh,General
SecretaryAIIEA,recountedtheheroicstrugglesofAIIEAinverytryingsituationsinthepastand
exhortedthecomradestodrawinspirationfrom thosestruggles.Hecalleduponthemembersto
unitewithafirm convictionintheideologyoftheworkingclassandshunthedivisivepoliciesof
therulingclasses.Com.B.Sanyal,JointSecretaryAIIEA,camedownheavilyontheNDA



governmentattheCentrefortheiranti-peopleandanti-working-classpolicies.Hecomplimented
AIIEAasagreatorganizationandsaidthatAIIEA’sgreatnesslayinitscapacitytoadaptto
changeswhilekeepingitsideologicalmooringsintact.SriM.K.Panda,Sr.DivisionalManagerof
LICSambalpurDivision;Com.BamadevMishra,PresidentOSGIEA;Com.AshokKumarBeriha,
GeneralSecretaryofLICClassIOfficers’FederationSambalpurDivisionandCom.D.N.Rao,
GeneralSecretaryofNFIFWISambalpurDivisiongreetedtheConferenceandwishedallsuccess.
Com.ShreekantMishra,thenGeneralSecretaryofECZIEA,proposedthecustomaryvoteof
thanks.

Delegates’Session:ThedelegatessessioncommencedwiththeplacingoftheReportofthe
WorkingCommitteebythethenGeneralSecretaryofECZIEA.TheReportcoveredawidegamut
ofissuesstartingfrom theinternationalscenetothelocalissuesofthezone.Theissues
coveredinsomedetailintheinternationalsectionofthereportwerethecrisisofglobal
capitalism,sustainabilityoftheglobalizationprocess,widespreadprevalenceofpovertyand
inequalityattheglobalscale,theemergenceoftherightwingasamanifestationofthegrowing
economiccrisis,theemergingpopularstrugglesallovertheworldandthepossibilitiesofapro
peoplealternative.TheNationalSectionoftheReportdealtwiththeGeneralElections2019,
growingrecessionarytendenciesintheeconomy,agriculturalcrisis,attackonpublicsector,
growing authoritarianism and attackon democraticand constitutionalvalues,ill-conceived
labourreforms,the150thbirthanniversaryofMahatmaGandhi.Therewasaspecialmentionof
thegrowingresistanceofthepeopleagainsttheneoliberaleconomicpoliciesandtheurgent
needtospeaktruthtopower.ThesectiononthethreestatesofBihar,OdishaandJharkhand
triedtoportrayastohow liberalizationprocesswasdestroyingtheessentiallyagricultural
economiesofthestates.ThesectiononIndustrycoveredthemulti-facetedattackonLICasa
publicsectorinstitutionnotwithstandingthehugestridesmadebytheinstitution.Abriefmention
wasmadeofthemanyemployees’issuesthatwereclinchedinthepastthreeyearsandthekind
ofstrugglethatwasneededtosettletheissuesstillpendingforresolution.TheOrganisation
Section ofthe Reportdispassionately dealtwith the strengths and weaknesses ofthe
organization.Whileitcommendedoureffortsonthedemonstrativeaspectsoforganization,our
inadequaciesinrelationtoactionorientedprogrammeswerehighlighted.TheReportconcluded
withabriefdelineationoftheTasksahead.

Com.SudhanshuShekharSingh,thenTreasurerECZIEA,placedtheauditedstatementsof
accountsforthethreeyearsending2018.

Com.AbhayKumarDas,GeneralSecretaryofCDIEACuttack,initiatedthediscussiononthe
Report.Inabrilliantanalysisoftheissuesandchallengesconfrontinginsuranceemployeesand
insuranceindustry,hedrewaroadmapforfuturestrugglesandsetthetoneforthedebatethat
ensued.Atotalof27comrades,includingthreewomencomradesnamely,Com.Manorama
Mohanty,ConvenerWomen’sSubCommitteeofECZIEA;Com.SanghamitraSarangi(Sambalpur)
andCom.SwarnalataMishra(Bhubaneswar),placedtheirviewsontheReport,enrichedit
qualitativelyandexpressedtheiragreementwiththebasicformulationsoftheReport.

TheleadershipofAIIEAintervenedinthediscussionandguidedtheConference.Itwasforthe
firsttimethatCom.B.S.Ravi,TreasurerAIIEA,attendedanyConferenceofECZIEA.Inhis
unassuminglysimpleyetinimitablestyle,heopinedthatECZIEAhadbeengrowingfrom strength
tostrengthovertheyearsandthiswasbeingreflectedinthefactthatECZIEAinvariablyrecorded
thehigheststrikepercentageinalmostallthestrikeactionsoftherecentpast.Heimploredthat
this commitmentshould be replicated in otherprogrammes ofaction also so thatthe
organizationmaturesstillfurther.Com.B.Sanyal,JointSecretaryAIIEA,madeabrilliantanalysis
ofthedifferentcontoursofourorganization.ExplainingtheclasspositionofAIIEAonissues
confrontingtheindustry,theemployeesandthesocietyatlarge,Com.Sanyaldrewtheattention
ofthehousetotheneedforabroad-basedstruggleforsocialchange.Com.V.S.Baghel,Joint
SecretaryCZIEA,greetedtheConferenceandlaudedtheremarkableunityandunanimityinthe
organization.TheGeneralSecretaryofAIIEA,Com.V.Ramesh,intervenedinthedebateand
madeanimpassionedpleato strengthentheorganizationideologically.Congratulatingthe



employeesforachievingmostoftheireconomicdemandsinthebackgroundofseemingly
insurmountableodds,heexplainedthatthishadbeenpossiblebecauseoftheideological
cohesionoftheorganization.Hesaidthatinasituationwheredemocraticrightsarebeing
attacked,wemustremainvigilanttoprotectourhard-wontradeunionrights.Com.Rameshfelt
thatthiswouldbepossibleifinsuranceemployeesmadecommoncausewithothersectionsof
thetoilingpeopleandjoinedthedevelopingmovements.Inthiscontext,hecalleduponthe
memberstojoinenmassetheproposedOneDayStrikeon8thJanuary2020asperthecallofthe
NationalConventionofCentralTradeUnionsandIndependentFederationsheldatnewDelhion
30th September2019.Com.AmanullaKhan,PresidentAIIEA,addressedtheDelegatesSession
andexplainedinminutestdetailsastohowtheinsuranceindustrywasaprimetargetunderthe
disinvestmentprogrammeoftheNDA governmentattheCentre.Hesaidthatthepolitical
arroganceofthegovernmenthadmadeitimpervioustoanysaneradvice.This,hefelt,finds
reflectioninthethinkinginthegovernmentcirclestolistLICintheStockMarket.Hewascritical
ofthefactthatthegovernmentwasouttocurtailthedemocraticrightsoftheworkingpeopleby
invokingfalsenotionsofnationalism andpatriotism.Hecautionedtheemployeestoremain
vigilantoverthemovesoftherulingclassestopitonesectionoftheworkersagainsttheothers.
Hesaidthatthebestantidoteagainstsuchnefariousmoveswastobuildbroaderunitybetween
theorganizedandunorganizedsectionsoftheworkingpeopleandthwartalldivisivetendencies.
HemadeaveryincisiveanalysisoftheideaofIndiawithsyncretism andpluralism atitscore.He
exhortedthememberstoprotectthisideaofIndiaandlaunchapowerfulmovementagainst
neoliberalism,againstprivatizationandthedivisivepoliciesofthepresent-dayrulers.

ThethenGeneralSecretaryofECZIEA,Com.ShreekantMishra,summedupthedebateand
appreciatedtheabsoluteunanimityofopinionexpressedbyallthedelegateswhospokeinthe
conferenceandpointedoutthatthiswasreflectiveoftheunitythathasbeenbroughtabout
throughoutthezone.Followingthis,theReportandtheAuditedStatementsofAccountswere
unanimouslyadoptedbythehouse.

DecisionsoftheConference:The5th GeneralConferenceofECZIEA decidedthat:(i)Each
DivisionalUnitwillcollectminimum of1000signaturesfrom prominentpersonalitiesoftheir
areainaMemorandum addressedtotheFinanceMinisterofIndiaagainst18% GSTonLife
InsuranceandMedicalInsurancePremium.Thisistobedoneby31.12.2019.(ii)EachDivisional
UnitwillorganizeatleastoneSeminarcommemoratingthe150thbirthanniversaryofMahatma
Gandhi.(iii)Each DivisionalUnitwillundertake a specialcampaign to ensure Zero SB
Outstandingason31December2019.(iv)EachDivisionwilltakemaximum organizationalsteps
forrecruitingNewMembers(v)WidespreadCampaigns,includinglivecontactwithmembership,
havetobetakeninpreparationofthe8th January2020StrikeAction(vi)EachDivisionalUnit
shouldpoolourresourcesforimpartingtrainingtoAgents.

AdoptionofResolutions:TheConferenceunanimouslyadopted13Resolutions.Thesewere
ResolutionagainstopeninvitationtoFDIincrucialsectorsoftheeconomy,Resolutionagainst
the PolicyofDisinvestmentofPSUs,Resolution againstproposed FDIhike in Insurance,
ResolutionagainsttheLabourLaw Amendments,Resolutionagainsttheill-conceivedmoveto
listLICintheStockExchange,ResolutionagainsttheunderminingofLICBoard’sfunctional
autonomy,ResolutiononEmpowermentofWomen,ResolutionDemandingWageRevisioninLIC,
ResolutiondemandingwithdrawalofGSTonLifeandMedicalInsurancePremium,Resolution
demanding separate income tax exemption limitforlife insurance premium,Resolution
demandingimprovementsinthePensionSchemeandScrappingoftheDefinedContribution
Scheme,ResolutionagainstHateCrimesandResolutionDemandingRecognitiontoAIIEA.

Election ofOffice Bearers:The Conference unanimously elected a 50 memberWorking
CommitteewithCom.PradipKumarMukherjeeasPresident,Com.TrinathDoraasGeneral
SecretaryandCom.SadhanKumarMishraasTreasurer.

A RichCulturalProgramme:TheartistsofSambalpurTribalandFolkArtCentre,underthe
guidanceofguruSriAlokKumarPanda,madearichpresentationofSambalpuridanceand



musicencompassingabeautifulmosaicofvillagelifeandculture.Itwasarichrepertoireof
Dalkhai,MailajadaandRasarkelitotheaccompanimentsofDhol,Nishaan,TasaandMuhuri.

A GreatJob Indeed,SDLIEA Sambalpur:Comrades ofSambalpurDivision Life Insurance
Employees’Association(SDLIEA)leftnostoneunturnedtomaketheConferenceamemorable
one.Overhundredvolunteers,includingwomencomrades,tirelesslyworkedtoensureallround
successoftheConference.Rightfrom planningtoexecution,from receivingthedelegatesto
seeingthem off,from qualityofthearrangementstothewarmthofaffection-everythingwas
flawless.Asenseofcamaraderieandbonhomieleftanunmistakableimprintinwhateverthey
did.WeconveyourRedSalutetothecomradesofSDLIEASambalpur.

Comrades,the5thGeneralConferenceofECZIEAwasheldagainstthebackdropofourhistoric
achievementsontheissueofPensionandRecruitment.Bothareanathematoneoliberalism.So,
ourvictoryonthesetwoissuesisessentiallyavictoryagainstneoliberalism.Thatgivesus
Confidence.Weclinchedthisvictorybydisplayingremarkableunity.Thatunitywasnothingbuta
reflectionofourCommitmenttoourideology.TheConfidenceandtheCommitmentwillcertainly
helpusregisterfurtherProgress.WhatisneededisConsolidation.Andthatwemustdo.Thatis
theCalloftheConference.

WithRevolutionarygreetings, ComradelyYours

GeneralSecretary


