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Cir.No.33/2019 10thDecember,2019

To

AlltheZonal/Divisional/State/RegionalUnits

DearComrades,

NIRBHAYADAY–16THDECEMBER

The7thAnniversaryoftheghastlygangrapeandmurderofNirbhayafallson16thDecember.A

meretwoweeksbeforethis7thanniversary,ayoungveterinarydoctorfromHyderabad-Dr.

PriyankaReddy’scaseshookthenation.ItwasfollowedbythedeathofUnnaorapevictim

whowassetablazewhileshewasonherwaytoacourthearing.TheNirbhayatragedyshook

themoralconscienceofthenationandthecountryeruptedintomassiveprotestsdemanding

justiceforher.ThisresultedinParliamentmakingamendmentstothecriminallawandspeedy

trialofsuchcasesontherecommendationofJusticeJ.S.VermaCommittee.Anewlegislation

wasenacteddoublingprisontermsforrapiststo20yearsandalsoprovidedforthedeath

penaltyincasesthatcausedeathofthevictimorleavesherinavegetativestate.Butthishas

notstemmedthetideofnewcasesofrapesbeingreported,almostdaily.WewantedNirbhaya

casetobethecatalystthatbroughtanendtosuchrapeincidents.Butevenafter7years,the

nationhasmiserablyfailedinthiswiththesurfacingofUnnao,Kathua,Ranchirapeincidents

andalltheothersthatweprobablydon’tevenknowabout.

ThereisagrowinghorrorandanguishovertheassaultsonthedaughtersofIndia.Accordingto

statistics,arapeoccursevery20minutesinIndia.AccordingtotheNCRBreport,in2017,there

wereasmanyas1.17lakhcasesofrapependingtrial.Inthatyear,therewereanadditional

28,750casessentfortrial.Butattheendoftheyear,therewereonly5,822convictions,just

around4percentofallcasesontrial.Insomanyothercases,asintheUnnaocase,therape-

accusedareoutonbail.Thesystemwithitslongdelaysactsasaprotectortorape-accused.The

judicialsystem istarnishedforitsdelaysandhugebacklogsincasesofcrimesagainst

women. Thisdismalpicturefuelsthepublicdemandsforinstantjustice.Thispublicanger,

createdbyarottensystem,ismanipulatedbyguiltygovernmentsandthepolicetoconceal

theirownfailuretopreventthecrimeinthefirstplaceandensurespeedyjustice. Andthe

encounterkillinginTelenganaisaclassiccaseinthisregard.



Theresponsibilityand accountabilityofgovernmentsin ensuringsocialand physical

infrastructurestopreventcrimesagainstwomenshouldnotbelostintheoutragetohangthe

accused.TheNDAGovernmentattheCentreandthevariousStateGovernmentsshouldstrictly

implementthecomprehensivemeasuresassuggestedbytheVermaCommittee6yearsago.It

isamatterofconcernthattheNirbhayaFundforwomen’ssafetyisnotbeingusedfully.Even

Delhi,wheretheinfamousNirbhayaincidenttookplacespentanabysmal5%ofitsallocation.If

CentralGovernmentreallywantstoimplementitsflagshipprogramme“BetiBachao”,they

shouldensureproperandfullutilisationoffundsallocated.

Anotherworryingkeyfactoristhatwhenthevictim belongstoapoorfamilyandtoan

oppressedcastewhiletheperpetratorsoftheviolencebelongtoapowerfulpolitical

background/uppercastewithalltherightconnectionsamongthepoliceandadministration,

theyareletscotfree.Therefore,weneedtojoinourhandswiththewomen’smovementand

democraticforcesthatlaunchprotestsandstrugglesagainstsexualviolence.

Therefore,ontheeveof7th AnniversaryofNirbhayaincident,on16-12-2019(Monday)

demonstrationsandgatemeetingsshouldbeorganisedinfrontofallDivisional/Regional

OfficesofLIC/PublicSectorGeneralInsurancecompaniesurgingtheCentralandState

Governmentstoensurethesafetyofwomenandgirlchildrenofthecountry.Whilethe

governmentsshouldshowseriousnessthroughitsactions,thesocietymustalsounderstand

thataspointedoutbyUNSecretaryGeneralAntonioGutterres“Sexualviolenceagainst

womenandgirlsisrootedincenturiesofmaledomination.Letusnotforgetthat

genderinequalities thatfuelrape culture are essentially a question ofpower

imbalances.”ThereforetheIndiansocietymustprioritisetoworktoremovethese

powerimbalances.

Withgreetings,

Comradelyyours,

GENERALSECRETARY.


