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To
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DearComrades,

The2ndOctober,2019isthe150thbirthanniversaryofMahatmaGandhi,theFather
ofNation.GandhijididleavealastingimpressionnotjustonIndianpeoplebutalso
ontheentireworld. Commemoratingtheoccasionwereproducehereunderthe
articlewrittenbyComradeAmanullaKhan,PresidentAIIEAinInsuranceWorker.

Withgreetings,

Comradelyyours,

General

Secretary.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ENDURINGLEGACYOFMAHATMAGANDHI

Indiaiscelebrating. Theworldtooiscelebratingthe150th birthanniversaryof

MahatmaGandhi.UnarguablyGandhiremainsoneofthegreatestpersonalitiesto

havewalkedonearth.Heisthemostreveredandequallythemosthatedperson.

Heisreveredbyallthoseacrosstheglobewhoseeinhim thesymbolofresistance

againstoppression and exploitation. Heishated bythosewho considerhim

instrumentalin notallowing India to become a Hindu Rashtra.These forces

celebratetheassassinofMahatmaandtemplesareconstructedinhishonour.

Ironically,theverysameforcesaremakingaseriousbidtoappropriateGandhifor

partisanpoliticalreasons.Thishastoberesistedandhypocrisyexposed.

Gandhi’sbirthanniversaryisbeingcelebratedatatimewhenglobeisexperiencing

hundreds of conflicts and sectarian violence of unprecedented magnitude.

Imperialism hasmadeMiddleEastthetheatreofwarinpursuitofgainingcontrol

overthestrategicandcriticalnaturalresourcesoftheregion.Theworldspends



nearly$2trillionannuallyovermilitaryexpenditure.Afractionofthisamountis

enoughtowipeoutextremepovertyfrom thefaceoftheworld.Countrieshavebeen

accumulatingnuclearweaponsendangeringtheveryexistenceofhumanity.Inmad

pursuittomaximiseprofits,thecapitalisdamagingecologyandenvironmentrisking

theveryfutureofplanetearth.Theglobeiswitnessingunprecedentedinequalities.

26richestpeopleintheworldownassetsasmuchasthoseofthe3.8billionpeople

whomakethepooresthalfoftheglobalpopulation.Thewealthof9richestIndians

isequivalentto50%ofthebottom halfofourpopulation.Insuchasituation,the

150th birthanniversaryofGandhiprovidesanopportunitytounderstandandfind

from hisrichlegacythesolutionsandformsofresistanceagainstthisunbridled

exploitation,oppressionandviolencetheworldisexperiencingtoday.

India’snationalliberationmovementremainedtheissueofeliteanduppermiddle

classestillGandhiappearedonthestage.Heturnedthemovementtounarguably

thelargestmassmobilisationinthehistoryofhumankind.Hemobilisedthewomen,

depressedclassesandunitedthem toworkforthecauseofSwaraj.Forhim Hindu-

Muslim unity,KhaddarandremovalofuntouchabilitywerethefoundationofSwaraj.

GandhiwantedtowinSwarajforthemasses.Hesaid“RealSwarajwillnotcomeby

acquisitionoftheauthoritybyfew butbytheacquisitionofthecapacitybyallto

resistauthoritywhenitisabused”.UnfortunatelyGandhiwasassassinatedjustafter

ayearofindependenceanddidnotlivelongenoughtobuildanIndiaofhisdreams.

Did the Indian people achieve realSwaraj? The answeris both yes and no.

IndependentIndiaadoptedaprogressiveConstitutionanddeclaredthatallcitizens

areequalbeforelaw.Itguaranteedcertainfundamentalrightsandcivilliberties.It

promisedtoensurethatthereisnoconcentrationofwealthinfewandthegainsof

developmentreachthelastperson.Unfortunatelytheloftyprinciplesonwhichthe

foundationsofIndiawerelaidareunderseverestressandstrain.Democracyhas

turnedintomajoritarianism.Politicshasbecomethemostprofitableindustrydevoid

ofallmoralandethicalvalues. ForGandhi,Swarajwasaninstrumenttobury

untouchabilitybutweseedeepeningofcastedivisionsmakingsometobelievethat

IndiatodayisaRepublicofCaste.ItisnoexaggerationtosaythatHindu-Muslim

unityunderthepresentpoliticaldispensationhasbecomeamiragewiththecountry

witnessingunprecedentedsectarianviolencejustifiedandbackedbythoseinpower.

QuestioningtheauthoritytodayistreasoninthesamemannerGandhiwaslevelled

chargesoftreasonandseditionbytheBritishrulers.Policecasesarehoistedonthe

PresidentofGandhiPeaceFoundationforitscriticalviewsofthewaytheModi

governmenthasactedontheissueofKashmir.

The personalityofGandhi,his politicalcommitmentand socialunderstanding

developedduringhisstruggleagainstracialdiscriminationinSouthAfrica. The

GreatRussianwriterLeoTolstoyandBritishhistorianJohnRuskininfluencedhis



politicalandeconomicthinking.Gandhiimbibedtwoimportantlessonsfrom the

workofTolstoy.Thefirstisthebeliefinthepowerofnon-violenceinresistance

movementandthesecondthetriumphofthepowerofloveovertheideologiesof

hatred.HorrifyinglyIndiatodayhassodistanceditselffrom Gandhithateventhe

judiciaryisalarmedifsomeonekeepsthegreatworkofTolstoyathome.Gandhi

developedTolstoy’sconceptofpassiveresistanceintoSatyagraha–holdingfirmly

totruth.Therefore,Gandhibelievedthattruecivilisationscanbebuiltonlyonthe

basisofnon-violence.Forhim truthbecamethesupremeprincipleandrealisationof

truththepurposeofhumanlife.Therefore,hedevelopedandguidedthenational

liberationmovementonthebasisofAhimsaandSatyagraha.

Indiahastraversedalongdistancefrom theseGandhianprinciples.Indiatodayis

livinginaneraofpost-truthwhereemotionsoccupyprimacypushingtruthtothe

margins.Forthepeopleinauthority,truthisatapremium.Blatantlies,falsehood

andfakenewsdominatethecountrytodayasweaponsofpoliticalmobilisation.

ViolenceagainstminoritiesisjustifiedandbackedbytheState.Hatehasbecome

thepotentweapontocreatedivisionsinthesocietyunderminingsocialcohesion.

TheeconomicbeliefsofGandhiwereinfluencedbytheBritishhistorianJohnRuskin.

JohnRuskinrejectedtheclassicaleconomictheoriesadvancedbyAdam Smithand

others.Hebelievedthatthegoodoftheindividualiscontainedinthegoodofall

whichGandhidevelopedintotheconceptsofSarvodayaandAntyodaya.Ruskinsaid

thatalllabourhasthesamevalueandstressedonthedignityoflabour. The

argumentsofGandhionvillageeconomy,dignityoflabourandtrusteeshipemerged

from thisinfluenceofJohnRuskin.

ThemassivestruggleledbyGandhionthebasisoftruthandnon-violenceinfluenced

manyresistancemovementsacrosstheglobe.Gandhiinspiredthestruggleagainst

apartheidinSouthAfrica.TheSouthAfricanAmbassadortoIndiaHarrisMajake

says“NelsonMandelawasinspiredbySatyagrahacampaignbyGandhi.Itwasa

compellingactofpassiveprotestagainstoppression. Thiswouldlaterinspire

formationoftheAfricanNationalCongressandstrengthenedMandela’sbeliefinour

sharedhumanity’.MartinLutherKingJradoptedGandhianmethodsintheAmerican

CivilRightsMovement.Kingacknowledgedthat“India’sGandhiwastheguidinglight

ofourtechniqueofnon-violentsocialchange”.MartinLutherKingpointedoutthat

theBiblicalappealofJesus“Loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewhopersecute

you”resonateswithGandhi’sAhimsaandSatyagraha.Themostamazingsuccessof

GandhiwastoconverttheviolentPashtuncommunityintheNorthWestFrontier

ProvinceundertheleadershipofhisdevoteddiscipleKhanAbdulGaffarKhaninto

thefirstmajornon-violentarmyof1lakhPashtunscalledasKhudaiKhidmatgar.

IndiaoftodayisnottheIndiaGandhistruggledfor. Histeachingsofcommunal

harmony,promotionofsustainableeconomy,eradicationofuntouchabilitynolonger



appealtoalargesectionofthepopulation. Gandhiisreducedtoasymbolof

Swatchhataturningupsidedownhisconceptofdignityoflabour. Gandhiwould

havebeenashamedofthefactthatmanualscavengingremainsarealityandIndia

sendshundredseveryyeartothesegaschamberstodie.Themassivewealthand

incomeinequalitieswould havecomein conflictwith theconceptofGandhi’s

trusteeship.GandhiwouldhavedreadedtoseetheIndianatmospherefilledwiththe

airofhatred.Intruesense,thesoulofGandhi’sIndiahasbeenlost.Whatelsewould

yousaywhenapersonglorifyingthekillerofGandhiandcallinghim agreatpatriot

winselectionswithhugemarginsandrepresentsthepeopleintheParliament.

Thisisaperiodofgreatturmoilfortheworld.Conflictsandhatreddominatethe

politicaldiscourse. Thereisanunbridledexploitationofthenatureinpursuitof

maximisationofprofits.HerewemustrecallwhatGandhihadsaid.Hesaidthat

naturehasabundancetomeettheneedsofallitsinhabitantsforadignifiedand

peacefullifebutwhatithasisnotenoughforanybody’sgreed.Itisthisgreedthat

hasmadethefutureofplanetearthanditsinhabitantstotallyuncertain.Thelifeand

strugglesofGandhicontinuestomotivateallthosewhoarefightingforliberation

and ajustand fairsociety.The150th birth anniversaryofGandhiprovidesan

opportunitytoscholarsandprogressiveforcestoundertakeadeepandcriticalstudy

ofhislifeandstruggle.Surely,itwouldbepossibletofindsolutionsatleasttosome

oftheburningissuesofthepresenttimes.

ThesituationinIndiatodaycausesdistressandasenseofhopelessness.Butto

losehopeistolosefaithinoneselfandhumanity.ThelifeofGandhiisaninspiration

toresisttheauthorityandtoworkforadignifiedlifeforallthecitizens.Therich

legacyofGandhiandhisprinciplesoftruth,loveandnon-violenceisourgreat

heritage.WemustresisttheattemptstoappropriateandreduceGandhitojustan

ambassadorofSwatchhataAbhiyan.Whilepayingourtributestothegreatestsonof

Indiaonhis150thbirthanniversary,weassertthathumanityhasneverbeendefeated

byitsenemies.Humanityhasalwaystriumphedoverwars,hatredandcruelty.Love

alwayswinsastheGreatPersianPoetHafezShirazsaid“Everyfoundationyousee

isfaulty,exceptthatoflove,whichisfaultless”.
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