
ALLINDIAINSURANCEEMPLOYEES’ASSOCIATION
LICBUILDING SECRETARIATROAD HYDERABAD500063

(E-mail:aiieahyd@gmail.com)

Cir.No.22/2019 29thJune,2019

To
AlltheZonal/Divisional/State/RegionalUnits

DearComrades,

AllIndiaInsuranceEmployees’AssociationgreetsalltheemployeesonitsSixty
NinthformationDay–the1stofJuly2019.MemorisingthisoccasionCom.Amanulla
Khan,President,AIIEAhascapsuleditsjourneyforlastsixtyeightyearsinhisarticle
writteninInsuranceWorkerJuly2019issue,whichisreproducedhereunder.

Letustogetherfurtherstrengthenandcementtheunityoftheorganisation.Long
liveAIIEA.

WithRevolutionarygreetings,

Comradelyyours,

GeneralSecretary.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Timethejourneybegan,weremainedfocussedondestination
Eyeshaveneverseencrossingofmanyamilestone

ThesetwobeautifullinesofBashirBadrcorrectlydescribethesixtyeightyear

gloriousjourneyofAIIEA.TheAIIEAtookbirthin1951notonlytofreetheinsurance

employeesfrom thethenprevailinggruellingandexploitativeworkingconditionsand

enhancetheirlivingstandardsbutalsotocontributetotheidealsofconstructionof

ajustequalandfairsociety.TheAIIEAremainedsteadfasttotheseloftyandnoble

idealsoftheworkingclassinitsinspiringjourneyofthelastsixtyeightyears.The

AIIEAdidnotrestorpauseafterachievinggreatvictoriesandthejourneycontinued

traversingthroughtortuouspaths.Theuncompromisingstrugglestoadvancethe

interestsoftheinsuranceemployeeswhileremainingcommittedtotheidealsofthe

working classhasmadeAIIEA auniquetradeunioncommanding respectand

admirationofthenationalandinternationaltradeunionsmovements.

Theyearwhichhasjustgoneintohistoryhasbeenveryrewardingforinsurance

employees.InthisyearAIIEAtookanothergiganticsteptowardsfurtherenhancing

thelifeandlivingstandardsoftheinsuranceemployees.Thedecadelongdemand



andstrugglesforafinalpensionoptiontothosewhofailedtoexercisetheiroptions

in1995and1997totheLICandGICEmployees’PensionSchemes1995wasfinally

secured.Thiswasnoeasytask.Itrequiredpushingbackpolicyofthegovernment

notto reopen thedefined benefitpension schemeforvarioussectionsofthe

employeesindifferentsectorsofthegovernment.Thistrendisseenacrossthe

worldwherecapitalism isstrugglingtocomeoutofcrisissincetheglobalfinancial

meltdown.TheGovernmentsareoftheviewthatdefinedbenefitpensionschemes

arenotsustainableduetoincreaseinlifespan,reducinginterestratesandthe

resultanthikeintheannuityprices.Itisclearthatafinalpensionoptionhasbeen

secured in the mosthostile politicaland economic environment. This great

achievementonceagainvindicatesthefaithofAIIEAinstrugglesandneedtobe

celebrated.Inthelastoneyear,theAIIEAcouldalsosecuremanymonetarybenefits

fortheinsuranceemployeesenhancingtheirqualityoflife.

TheAIIEAdidnotconfineitselftotheeconomicdemandswithintheindustry.Italso

carriedoutarelentlesscampaigntomobilisebroadersectionsofthepeopleon

issuesrelatingtopeopleandtheeconomy.TheunitsofAIIEAacrossthecountry

conducted numberofseminarsand conventionson issueslikeunemployment,

agriculturaldistressandtheneedtoprotectandpromoteconstitutionalvalues.

Thesetasksweretakentomobilisethepeopleonpressingissuesofthenationand

makethepoliticalclassrespondandfindsolutionstoimprovethequalityoflifein

India.Inthisyear,theAIIEAtruetoitstraditionalsoreachedoutwithsupportto

thoseimpactedbynaturaldisastersindifferentpartsofthecountry.

TheAIIEAtookuponthesecampaignswithaclearunderstandingthattheeconomic

path chosen afterindependence favoured the capitalists and landlord classes.

However,theIndianrulingclassesembracingneoliberaleconomicpoliciesin1991

furtheraggravatedthehardshipsofthecommonpeople.Underneo-liberalism,the

Stategaveupallpretentionsofactingasadistributorofsocialandeconomicjustice

andunabashedlypromotedtheinterestsofbothIndianandforeigncapital. The

neoliberalpoliciespromoted privatisationofstateundertakings,undermining of

subsidiestothepoor,taxconcessiontotheindustryandattackonthepermanency

ofjobs.Inthelastquartercenturytheeconomicgapbetweentherichandpoorhas

astonishinglywidened.Thegovernmenthasplacedgreatimportanceonthegrowth

ofGDPandlessattentionispaidtoenhancethequalityoflifeofallcitizens.This

understandingisbasedontheassumptionthatwhengrowthtakesplacetherewill

betrickledownandarisingtidewillliftalltheboats.Butitisalsoafactthatgeneral

standardsoflifedonotimproveautomaticallywiththegrowthintheGDPunless

State intervenes on behalfofthe poorand the working class.Promoting the

corporatedriveneconomyalsorequirestheStatetocontrolthesocietyinorderto

prevent the outburst of anger against the economic and socialinjustices.

Polarisationanddivisionistheweaponoftherulingclasstomeetthisgoal.

TheAIIEAlikemanyotherprogressiveorganisationshadhopedthatthepolitical

partieswoulddebatetheseissuesduringtheGeneralElectionsof2019andpresent



theirunderstandingtohelptheelectoratemakeaninformeddecision.Unfortunately,

thebreadandbutterissuesbecamenon-issuesandtheelectioncampaignwason

thebasisofpolarisation,fearandhate.Thecorporatehousesandthemediaowned

bythem wereaccomplicesindivertingtheattentionfrom thelifeandlivingissuesof

thepeople.Itisanindisputablefactthatthebigmediaworkedasapropaganda

machineofthegovernment.

ThePrimeMinisterafteraresoundingwinhassaidthattheelectionresultshave

demolished the myth ofsecularism and class division. He pointed outthat

Secularism hasbecomeirrelevantandIndiahasonlytwotypesofpeople,thosewho

wantpoverty to end and those making efforts to end the poverty. This

understandingistotallyflawedandamisreadoftheIndianConstitution. This

understandingalsoignorestherealityoftheexistenceofcasteoppressionandclass

exploitation.TheAIIEAisclearthatthisisnotaninnocentassertionofthePrime

Minister. The Indian ruling classes wantto notjustkeep alive these caste

differencesbuthaveaclearstrategytopromotethem inordertoweakentheclass

struggle.ThattheIndianrulingclasseshavesucceededincreatingdivisionsamong

the exploited sections show the weakness ofthe movements againstcaste

oppressionandclassexploitation.Theco-optionofsomecasteorganisationsby

therulingclassesisundoubtedlyabetrayalofDr.Ambedkarwhotirelesslyworked

forannihilationofthecastes.

TheAIIEAisoftenaccusedforbeingpolitical.TheAIIEAfirmlybelievesthatatrade

unionnecessarilyhastobepolitical.Atradeunionisaclassorganisation.This

classorganisationunitespeopleirrespectiveofreligion,caste,languageandregion.

Thisnaturallymeanssecularism isfoundationaltoatradeunionandclassstruggle

isitssoul.TheAIIEAknowsthatithasmembersattractedtodifferentshadesof

partypolitics.Knowingthisitconsciouslyworkstouniteallthesedifferingopinions

into common economic struggles by raising economic consciousness firmly

believingthatthiswouldultimatelyleadtoclassconsciousness. Theinsurance

employeeshaveplacedunflinchingfaithandloyaltyinAIIEAbecausetheyknowthat

AIIEAhasalwaysremainedloyaltotheinterestsoftheemployeeswhilemaking

strenuouseffortstomaketheemployeesseetheneedforclasspolitics.Thisis

differentfrom someothertradeunionswhoadoptdifferentstandswithdifferent

governmentsastheydisplayagreaterloyaltytothepoliticalpartyratherthantothe

causeoftheworkingclass.

HistorybearstestimonytothefactthatAIIEAnevercompromisedontheinterestsof

theinsuranceemployeesandwagedrelentlessstrugglestoimprovetheirliving

standardsirrespectiveofwhichevergovernmentinpower.TheAIIEAhadconflicts

withNehruGovernment.ItfoughtseverebattleswithIndiraGandhiGovernmenton

theissuesofwagefreeze,lockoutandagainstEmergency.TheAIIEAfoughtabitter

battlewithMorarjiDesaiGovernmentontheissueofterminationof1974wage

settlementandattackonBonus.ItagainwagedalegendarybattleagainstIndira

Gandhigovernment’sdecisiontodestroythemonolithiccharacterofLICandsplitit



intofiveormoreindependentcorporations.IttookupcudgelsagainstDevegowda

GovernmentontheissueofPensionReformsBillandNarasimhaRaoandVajpayee

Governmentsagainstopeningupofinsurancesector.ItpreventedUPAIandUPAII

inpassingtheInsuranceLawsAmendmentBillwhichwaslaterpassedbytheModi

Government.ItisagaintothecreditoftheAIIEAthatitsuccessfullydefeatedthe

policyofkeeping the basic paylow in the 2012 wage revision bythe Modi

Governmentinordertoreduceburdenonpostretiralpaymentsintheform of

pension.ItmustberememberedthatthestruggleofAIIEA againstprivatisation

remains unparalleled in the annals ofthe historyofworking class movement

anywhereintheworld.Inshort,theglorioushistoryofAIIEAisthesum totalofthe

advancementsmadebyinsuranceemployeesovercomingoftenwhatappearedas

insurmountablechallenges.

TheseuncompromisingstrugglesandastonishingsuccesseshaveendearedAIIEA

totheinsuranceemployees.Thisisthereasonwhysuccessiveattemptstosplitthe

AIIEAbasedonpoliticalopportunism havefailed.Theemployeesstoodfirmlywith

theAIIEAandthwartedallattemptstoweakenit.Itisafactthatthekindofloyalty

andallegianceAIIEAcommandsnoothertradeunionenjoysinanysingleindustryin

India.Despitethis,thegovernmentsandtheadministrationsinLICcontinuetodeny

recognitiontoAIIEAinviolationofindustrialdemocracy.Undeterred,AIIEAwiththe

supportandloyaltyofoverwhelmingmajorityoftheemployeesininsuranceindustry

continuestomakeprogressanditsunstoppablemarchforwardcontinuesinuniting

employeesacrossthecountryandfightingbattlesagainstinjusticesofanykind.

As the AIIEA steps into its Sixty-Ninth Year,manifold challenges confrontthe

organisation.Thebiggestchallengeistocontinuetopreserveandexpandunityon

thebasisofclassunderstandingandclasspolitics.Atatimewhenthecountryis

witnessingunprecedentedpolarisationonreligiousandcastelines,itisimportantto

achievethistask.Thejobsecurityisboundtocomeunderattackfrom theneoliberal

policiesandtechnologicaladvancementincludingartificialintelligence.Thetrade

unionrightscanremainsafeonlywhendemocraticrightsremainsafeforthepeople.

TodaywhentheprogressivecharacterofIndianConstitutionisunderattack,it

becomestheresponsibilityofallthosewhobelieveincommunalharmony,universal

brotherhood,Justice,compassionandlovetouniteandfighttheforcesthatattack

theConstitution. Ithasalsobecomenecessarytodevelopcadresnotonlyto

propagatetheloftyidealsofAIIEAwithintheindustrybutalsointheIndiansociety.

AIIEAbelievesthatIndiaisnotjustageographicalentity;itisabeautifulmosaicof

unityindiversity. Indiaisproudofitsrichdiversitiesandcultural,religiousand

linguisticpluralities.Recognitionandrespectingthesediversitiesandpluralitieshas

keptIndiaunited.Thepresenttimesdemandthedefenceofthesediversitiesasany

attemptto homogenise the Indian society would be counter-productive and

disastrousfornationalunity.

Theseareenormouschallenges. ButAIIEA hasneverhesitatedto acceptthe

challenges howsoeverbig theyare. HistoryofAIIEA has manyinstances of



successesonissueswhichmanyothersconsideredimpossibletoachieve.Asthe

AIIEAstepsintotheSixty-NinthYearofitsJourney,letusre-dedicateourselvesto

theloftyandnobleidealsofAIIEAandcontinueourmarchtotallyfocussedonthe

ultimatedestinationofconstructinganequal,justandfairsociety.

--------000--------


